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Glossary of range
management terms

E.T. Bartlett, J. S. Murphy and Greg Reeves!

Air-dry weight The weight of a substance (usu-
ally forage) after it has been allowed to dry to
equilibrium with the atmosphere.

Animal-unit (AU) Defines forage consumption
on the basis of one standard mature 1,000-pound
cow, either dry or with calf up to 6 months of age;
all other classes and kinds of animals can be
related to this standard, e.g. abullequals 1.25 AU,
yearling steer equals 0.6 AU.

Animal-unit-day (AUD) The amount of air-dry
forage reguired by one animal unit for one day
{e.g. 26 pounds).

Animal-ynit-month The amount of air-dry for-
age required by one animal unit for one month
{e.g. 780 pounds).

Basal area The cross sectional area of the stem
or stems of a plant or all plants in a stand, usually
measured near soil surface.

Browse The part of leaf and twig growth on
shrubs, woody vines and trees available for animal
consumption.

Bunch grass A grass with a growth habit of a
bunch, which lacks stolons or rhizomes.
Carrying capacity The maximum stocking rate
possible to maintain or improve vegetation or
related resources.

Cell A grazing arrangement comprised of nu-
merous subdivisions (paddocks) with a central
component to facilitate livestock management
and movement (cell center). Normally used to
facilitate controlled grazing.

Class of animal Description of age and/or sex-
group for a particular kind of animal, e.g., cow,
calf, yearling, ewe, fawn.

Climax Thefinal or stable bioticcommunity ina
successional series that is self-perpetuating and
in dynamic equilibrium with the prevailing cli-
mate and soils.

Complementary forage Short-term forage planted
to enhance the management and productivity of a
ranch.
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Continuous grazing The grazing of a specific
unit throughout a year or for that part of the year
when grazing is feasible.

Cool-season plant A plant that generally makes
the major portion of its growth during the late fall,
winter and early spring.

Cover The area of ground covered by one or
more plant species.

Decreaser Plantspeciesoftheoriginalorclimax
plant community that decreases in abundance
with continued heavy grazing.

Deferment Delayoflivestock grazingonanarea
for an adequate period of time to provide for plant
reproduction, establishment of new plants, or res-
toration of vigor of existing plants.

Deferved grazing The use of deferment in graz-
ing management, but not in a systematic rotation.
Deferrved-rotation A grazing systemthatprovides
for a systematic rotation of the deferment among
pastures.

Desired plant community (DPC) A plant com-
munity that produces the kind, proportion and
amount of vegetation necessary to meet or exceed
the management cobjectives established for an
ecological site.

Ecological site Land with a specific potential
natural community and specific physical site
characteristics thatdiffer from other kinds of land
inite ability to produce vegetation and to respond
to management , .
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Ecosystem - Organisms that together with their
. abioticcenvironment form an interacting system
_and inhabit an identifiable space.
Forage Browseandherbagethatare avaﬂable to
- grazing animals for food or can be harvested for
feeding.
Forage production The weight of forage pro-
duced within a d331gna.ted period of time on a
glven area (e g pounds per acre)

often colorful flowers
Grass A pla.nt Wlth fnondescrlpt flowers and

but: has stems. that are. sohd in cross seotlon (e .

rushes or sedges) S

Grazing distrlbutlon Dlspersmn of hvestook

grazing within a management unit or area. -

- Grazing management The c¢ontrel of /grazing
and browsmg ammals to a,ccomphsh &1 desu‘ed

result: it

Grazing preference 1) Selectlon of oertam plants,

or plant parts; over others by grazinganimals. (2)

In the administration of publiclands, a basis on

which permits and hcenses are 1ssued for grazmg;

use. ~

Grazing pressure An ammal to fora,ge relation-

ship measured in termns of animal units per umt

weight of forage at any given time.

Grazing system A special type of grazing man-

agementthat defines the permds of g’ra,zmg and

noer- gra.zxng : : i :

per umt a.mmal on the la,nd at any g}.’
HolisticResource Management A prac

oriented approach to ecosystem management that
includes human, financial and biological resources

. as national parks

,Key spemes g

onfarms;ranches; public andtriballands; as well
rks, vital water catchments and
other areas. HRM 1s & 'ma.na,gement model tha,t

dolla.rs
Increaser Plan

stages or prevmus trea ;

Introduced species A speciesthatisnota partof
the original: fauna or. ﬂora. of. & specziw ares (i.e.
exotic). ~

Invader Plant species tha,t were a,bsent or pres-
ent in low numbers in undisturbed portions of the

-original vegetation of & specific range site and

will invade or increase after disturbance. ,
Keyarea A relatively small portion of a pasture
or management unit selected for its location, use
or grazing value as a monitoring point for graz-
ing use. It is assumed that key areas will reflect
the overall acceptability of current grazing man-
agement over the pasture or unit as a whole.
ra.ge spemes of sufflcient a.bun~

mdwator of degree of use of assocmgced specles
Kind of animal An animal species or species
group such-as sheep, cattle, goats, deer, horses,
elk, antelope, ete.

Life-formn Characteristic form or appearance of
a species at maturity, e.g., tree, shrub; herb, etc.
Monitoring = The orderly collection, analysis and
interpretation of résource data to evaluate pro-
gress toward meeting manageinent objectives,
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Multiple use Use of range for more than one
purpose, i.e;, livestock grazing, recreation; wild-
life production, watershed and timber production.
MNative species A species that is a pazrt of the
original fauna or flora of the area in guestion.
Overgrazing Continued heavy grazing that ex-
ceedsthe recovery capacity-of the plantecommun-
ity and creates a deteriorated range. :
Gverstoaking Placing a number of animalsona
given area that will result in.overuse if continued
to the end of the pianned grazing period.
Overuse Utlhzmg an excessive amount of the
current year’s growth that, if continued, will
result in range deterioration.

Paddock Oune of the subdivisions or subunits of
the entire pasture unit,

Palatability The relish with which a particular
species or plant part is consumed by an animal.
Pasture A grazing area enclosed and separated
from other areas by fences or other barriers.

Phenology The study of recurrent pericdic bioc-
Eegzc&l phenomena such as flowering and seed-
ing, especially as related to climate.

Plant community  An assemblage of plants that
oceur together at any point in time, while denot-
ing no particular ecological status.

Plant succession The process of vegetational
development in which an drea becomes succes-
sively occupied by different plant communities of
higher ecaiogma? order; -

Plant vigor Plant health; relates to the relative
robustnessofa ampareﬁ to other individu-
als of the sam: '

Potential natural cammaaﬁ:y (PBEC} The biotic
community that would become established on an
ecological site if all successional seguences were
completed without inferferences by man under
the presentenvironmentsl conditions; may include
acclimatized or naturalized non-native species.
Pure live seed (PL8) Purity and germination of
seed expressed in percent; calculated as PLE = %
germination x % purity-+100.

Range Any landthat Su}}ports Vege’satmn suita-
ble for grazing including rangeland, grazabls
woodland and shrubland. .

Range condition The “health’ of'the range as
compared to some standard at a pointin time. The
standard can be defined in scological terms or in
terms of a particular use. In the ecological deter-
mination, the degree of deparmre from climax
determines condition.

Range improvement Any pra,cmce designed fo
improve range condition or facilifate more effi-
cient utilization of the range.

Hange management. A distinct dlsap};me f@unded
on ecological principles that deals with the use of
rangelands and range resources for a variety of
purposes.

Hange rsadiness The defined stage of plant
growth at which grazing may begin under a spe-
cific management plan without permanent dam-
age to vegetiation or soil.

Range gite  For management purposes, subdivi-
sions of rangeland with similar soils, climate and
climax plant communities. Twoormore identical
range sites that are spatially separated should
respond in a similar manner to the same kind of
management.

Rangetrend: The change in range condition over
time.

Rangeland Land where native vegetation con-
gists predominantly of grasses, grass-like plants,
forbs or shrubs.

Rest Leavmg an aréa ungrazed, thereby forego-
ing grazing of one forage crop.

Restperiod A periodinwhichnograzing occurs
as part of a grazing management system.
Rest-rotation A grazingmanagementschemein
which rest periods for individual pasturss, pad-
docks or grazing units are mcerpemted into a
grazing rotation..

Riparian zone The ba,nks and acijacem areas of
water bodies, watler courses, seeps and springs
that provide a more moist habitat than that of
contiguous flood plains and uplands.

Hotation grazing A grazing scheme where ani-
mals are moved from one grazing unitin the same
group of grazing units to another without regard
to specific graze: rest periods or leveis of plant
defoliation.

Selective grazing The grazing Of certain plant
species, individual plants or plant parts on the
range to:the exclusion of others.

Short durstion grazing Grazing management
whereby relatively short periods (days) of graz-
ing and associated non-grazing are &pglied to

‘range or pasture units. The lengths of grazing and

non- gra,zmgf permds are based on the rate of plant
growth. ..

Shrub A plant that has perszsﬁenﬁ woody stems,
] tively low growth habit, and generally pro-
duces several basai shoots instead of a single

"asses Stolemferous or rhxzomatous
ot form g turf.

Species camposztmn The prepor‘nons of various
plant species in relation to the total on a given
area. -

Stgckmg density The relationship between
number of animals and area of land at any given
time.




wumber of specific kinds and
j that graze or ut;xhze a umt of
fied time peériod. ‘
tioc  Number of animals or animal-
d or class that can besubstituted

g1
pa.rtlal forest removal.
: g FPlacing a number Of ammais on
ywill
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