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FOREWORD 

Th i s i s the second pre l iminary report of the Alamosa comprehensive planning 
program. Major plan elements included in t h i s document are: P re l im inary 
Land Use Plan element, and the Central Bus ines s D i s t r i c t and T ranspor ta t ion 
elements. A d d i t i o n a l l y , the Phys ica l Features Map, which was d i scus sed 
but not included in the f i r s t p re l iminary report , i s included in the 
Appendix. 

As noted in the tex t of the repor t , three a l t e r n a t i v e pre l iminary land 
use p lans are provided in t h i s document. These three p lans are based on 
three U.S. Route 160 a l te rna te a l ignments p resent l y being cons idered by 
the C i t y fo r r e l oca t i on of t ha t f a c i l i t y . One land use plan w i l l be 
included in the f i n a l Comprehensive Plan document, which w i l l be completed 
dur ing Phase 2 of the p lanning program. 

Th i s document i s being submitted f o r review by the P lann ing Commission, 
C i t y Counc i l , c i t y s t a f f and in te res ted c i t i z e n s and the San Lu i s Va l l e y 
Counci l of Governments. The purpose of t h i s review i s to obta in input 
from these o f f i c i a l s and agenc ies as to the accuracy o f the plan and to 
assure that i t i s f u l f i l l i n g the p lanning needs of the C i t y of Alamosa. 
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PRELIMINARY LAND USE PLAN 

The C i t y of Alamosa i s cu r ren t l y engaged in a study to determine the most 
de s i r ab le means of co r rec t i ng numerous problems re lated to U.S. Route 
160. From the out set of the s tudy, i t was apparent that the on ly means 
of co r rec t ing these problems was to re locate the highway from the central 
bus iness d i s t r i c t to one of many po s s i b l e a l te rna te a l ignments. At t h i s 
time the number of a l t e r n a t i v e highway al ignments has been reduced to 
three, as g r a p h i c a l l y i l l u s t r a t e d on the fo l lowing page. 

- A l te rnate 1. A bypass to the north of the C i t y along S i x M i l e Road. 

- A l te rnate 2. An i n t e r i o r route genera l l y u t i l i z i n g par t of the 
r a i l r o a d r i gh t -o f -way adjacent to S i x t h S t r ee t . 

- A l te rna te 3. A pa r t i a l bypass in the south po r t i on of the C i t y 
along 20th S t r ee t . 

Due to the access and exposure requirements of both commercial and i ndus -
t r i a l development, and to some extent the access requirements of r e s i -
dent ia l development, each a l te rna te al ignment w i l l have a sub s tan t i a l 
e f f e c t on future land use patterns which w i l l occur in Alamosa. Because 
these patterns w i l l d i f f e r , a l te rna te pre l iminary land use p lans are 
required to proper ly i l l u s t r a t e potent ia l fu ture land use w i th in the 
p lanning area f o r each a l t e r n a t i v e . 

A l te rnate Land Use P lans 

The fo l l ow ing presumptions were u t i l i z e d in preparat ion of the a l te rna te 
land use p lans : 

- Res ident ia l development w i l l de s i r e convenient access to the re located 
highway, r e s u l t i n g in a large por t ion of new r e s i den t i a l development 
occur ing adjacent to the highway. 

- The northwest por t ion of the p lanning area i s the most de s i r ab le 
locat ion fo r r e s i den t i a l development and rega rd le s s of highway locat ion , 
w i l l remain the primary r e s i den t i a l growth area. 

I f expanded i ndu s t r i a l development occu r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y south of the 
community, some r e s i den t i a l development w i l l occur in that general 
area. 

- Commercial development w i l l locate adjacent to the highway, pa r -
t i c u l a r l y at major access po in t s from the bypass to the C i t y . 

- Bypass routes would cause a decen t r a l i z a t i on of commercial develop-
ment, and would provide add i t i ona l incent ive to locate major r e t a i l 
e f f o r t s away from the centra l bus iness d i s t r i c t to c a p i t a l i z e on the 
exposure and access provided by the re located highway. 

- Due to the extens ive r a i l r o a d system in the p lann ing area, i ndu s t r i a l 
development can obta in r a i l s e r v i c e in numerous l o ca t i on s . 

In order to achieve convenient access and exposure, future i ndu s t r i a l 
development w i l l locate adjacent to the new highway where p o s s i b l e . 
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- The re l i ance on a i r f r e i g h t and a i r passenger s e r v i c e f o r i ndu s t r i a l 
purposes w i l l r e s u l t in the expansion of the i ndu s t r i a l park located 
at 20th S t ree t and S tate Avenue. 

- Pub l i c development w i l l not be a l tered s u b s t a n t i a l l y regard les s of 
which a l te rna te highway al ignment i s se lected. Major pub l i c develop-
ment for a l l a l te rna te land use plans i s re lated to the cemetery 
and a i r p o r t in the south po r t i on of the community, and the g o l f course 
and R io Grande recreat ion in the north por t ion of the community. 

- Other pub l i c development w i l l occur as needed to serve the expanding 
C i t y . 

A l te rnate P lan 1 

The f i r s t a l t e rna te land use plan prov ides f o r the real ignment of U.S. Route 
160 from the east port ion of the p lanning area, north a long S i x - M i l e Road, 
proceeding d i r e c t l y west and r ea l i g n i n g with the e x i s t i n g highway in the 
west por t ion of the p lanning area. I t i s an t i c i pa ted that such an a l i g n -
ment would fu r the r encourage r e s i den t i a l development in the northwest 
por t ion of the community and would r e s u l t in s u b s t a n t i a l l y more development 
in the northeast por t ion of the p lanning area than would occur i f another 
a l te rna te al ignment i s se lected. Due to the fact that expansion of the 
e x i s t i n g i ndu s t r i a l park on 20th S t r ee t and State Avenue i s expected to 
occur regard les s of the locat ion of the highway, i t i s an t i c i pa ted that 
l imited r e s i den t i a l expansion would occur in the south po r t i on of the 
community, gene ra l l y from 14th S t r ee t to 20th S t r ee t . 

Commercial development would occur in a decentra l i zed pat te rn , p r ima r i l y 
surrounding the i n te r sec t i on s o f the A l te rna te 1 highway al ignment with 
a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s se r v i ng the remainder of the community. S ince i t i s 
an t i c ipa ted tha t most major r e t a i l i n g func t ions and h ighway-or iented 
a c t i v i t i e s would occur along the rea l i gned highway, i t i s expected that 
minimal redevelopment would occur in the centra l bu s i ne s s d i s t r i c t v i c i n i t y . 

Future i ndu s t r i a l growth i s depicted in the v i c i n i t y of the Munic ipal 
A i r p o r t and on the extreme east and west boundaries of the p lanning area, 
where i ndu s t r i e s can achieve d i r e c t access and exposure to the A l te rnate 
1 highway a l ignment. 

A l te rnate P lan 2 

The second a l t e rna te highway al ignment i s c e n t r a l l y located w i th in the 
e x i s t i n g community. Genera l l y , r e s i den t i a l land use would be developed 
around the e x i s t i n g and expanded commercial core area. I f the highway 
i s a l i gned south of S i x th S t ree t us ing r a i l r o a d r i g h t - o f -way , i t i s 
p o s s i b l e that t h i s may prov ide the incent ive fo r redevelopment of r a i l r o ad 
r i gh t -o f -way f o r commercial purposes. I t i s an t i c i pa ted that t h i s ex-
panded commercial area would be u t i l i z e d fo r a c t i v i t i e s r equ i r i n g large 
s i t e s , which would be re located out of the centra l bu s i ne s s d i s t r i c t , 
such as automobile dea l e r sh i p s , farm implement s a l e s and lumber ya rds . 
Th i s land use plan a l s o prov ides fo r i ndu s t r i a l expans ion in the ea s t and 
west por t ions of the p lanning area with exce l l en t highway exposure and 
r a i l s e r v i c e . 
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Al te rnate Plan 3 

A l te rnate highway al ignment 3 prov ides fo r pa r t i a l C i t y bypass along 
20th S t ree t . Th i s al ignment would r e s u l t in r e l a t i v e l y compact growth 
in the central and south po r t i on s of the C i t y , a l though the d e s i r a b i l i t y 
of the northwest por t ion of the p lanning area fo r r e s i den t i a l development 
w i l l cont inue to exert s t rong pressure on that area fo r development. 
As with A l te rnate 1, major commercial a c t i v i t y i s expected to occur at 
major interchange po in t s along the rea l igned highway, r e s u l t i n g in de-
creased emphasis on the centra l bus ines s d i s t r i c t . I ndu s t r i a l development 
would occur in much the same locat ions as indicated in the other a l t e r n a t i v e 
land use p lans , with spec ia l emphasis on the e x i s t i n g i ndu s t r i a l park 
due to that a r e a ' s l ocat ion adjacent to the new al ignment. 

Summary 

Comparison of the land use patterns which would r e s u l t from the va r i ou s 
highway al ignment a l t e r n a t i v e s ind icates that Plan 2 represents the most 
de s i r ab le land use growth pattern fo r the C i t y to ach ieve. A l te rnate 
Plan 1 r e s u l t s in a l e s s compact, "mushroom shaped" land use pattern 
and decentra l i zed commercial development. A d d i t i o n a l l y a large por t ion 
of future development would occur north of the R io Grande. 

P lan 2 prov ides fo r the most compact growth of the three p l an s , would 
strengthen the centra l bus ines s d i s t r i c t as a cen t r a l i z ed r e t a i l i n g center, 
and would prov ide a s t imulus fo r redevelopment of the r a i l r o a d ya rds . 

Plan 3 would r e s u l t in a decentra l i zed commercial development pattern, 
r e l a t i v e l y compact o ve ra l l growth pattern, and would s t rengthen the 
v i a b i l i t y of the e x i s t i n g i ndu s t r i a l park. 

S ince land use i s on ly one of many con s i de ra t i on s in highway al ignment 
s e l e c t i o n , i t must be recognized that Plan 2 may or may not be the adopted 
p lan. T h i s quest ion w i l l be reso lved dur ing Phase 2 of the p lanning program. 



CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT 

The impetus fo r the CBD improvement and redevelopment p lans re su l ted from 
the C i t y ' s de s i re to achieve i t s goa l s and ob jec t i ve s re la ted to commercial 
development. 

- To create and mainta in an a t t r a c t i v e centra l bus ines s d i s t r i c t 
(CBD) and make i t the c u l t u r a l , f i n a n c i a l , commercial, and en te r -
tainment center of the San Lu i s Va l l e y . 

- To achieve a t t r a c t i v e , e f f i c i e n t and safe shopping environments. 

- To as sure that a l l persons have convenient pedest r ian , b i cyc le 
and veh i cu l a r access to shopping f a c i l i t i e s . 

- To minimize adverse e f f e c t s of commercial development on adjacent 
land uses and the major s t r ee t system. 

Present ly Alamosa i s captur ing a sub s tan t i a l amount of a l l r e t a i l s a l e s 
in the Va l l e y , and i t i s important that t h i s r e t a i l p o s i t i o n be at least 
maintained and, i f p o s s i b l e , enhanced. A d d i t i o n a l l y , i t i s noted that 
as other communities grow, they w i l l be able to prov ide larger inventor ie s 
of goods and could capture some sa l e s that are cu r r en t l y go ing to Alamosa. 
For these reasons, i t i s bel ieved that s teps must be taken to upgrade the 
Alamosa centra l bu s ine s s d i s t r i c t . 

Any improvement or redevelopment p lans fo r the Alamosa centra l bus iness 
d i s t r i c t must be cons idered in conjunct ion with the highway improvements 
p rev i ou s l y d i scussed in t h i s repor t . Present t r a f f i c volumes, no i se l e ve l s , 
and sa fe ty f a c to r s s u b s t a n t i a l l y subt ract from the d e s i r a b i l i t y of the 
Alamosa CBD as a shopping environment. Regardless of what level of 
improvement or redevelopment i s to take place, i t i s imperative that the 
t r a f f i c congest ion be reduced i f improvements are to be s u c c e s s f u l . 
Reducing t r a f f i c volumes w i l l requ i re that S i x t h S t r ee t be u t i l i z e d as 
the primary t r a f f i c c a r r i e r o r as a supplement to Main S t ree t in the 
future. Th i s i s t rue rega rd le s s of which a l te rna te highway al ignment 
i s se lected. 

Background Data 

The f i r s t p re l im inary report included sub s tan t i a l data r e l a t i v e to the 
centra l bus iness d i s t r i c t . In that report , e x i s t i n g and future r e t a i l 
square footage requirements and o f f - s t r e e t park ing requirements were 
ca l cu l a ted . App l i cab le tab le s in t ha t document are inc luded here fo r 
reference. 



TABLE 1 

Reta i I F loor Space P ro jec t i on s 

F loor Space in Square Feet 
1970 1980 2000 

City-Wide 328,800 385,600 588,600 

Central Bus ines s D i s t r i c t 263,000 308,500 470,900 

Sa le s Per Square Foot $45 $50 $75 

Source: Ob l inger -Smith Corporat ion, Consul 
Development, 1974. 

tant s in P l ann ing , Des ign and 

TABLE 2 

Park ing Space P ro jec t i on s 

Number of Park ing Spaces 
1970 1980 2000 

C i ty-Wide 1,808 2,120 3,237 
2 

Central Bus ines s D i s t r i c t 1,446 1 ,696 2,589 

1 
Based on standard park ing requirements of 5.5 spaces per 1,000 square 
feet of f l o o r space. 

2 
E x i s t i n g centra l bus iness d i s t r i c t park ing : 1,003 on s t r e e t park ing 
spaces; 333 o f f - s t r e e t park ing spaces. 

Source: Ob l inger -Smi th Corporat ion , Consu l tant s in P l ann ing , Des ign and 
Development, 1974. 

Assuming tha t r e t a i l f l o o r space w i l l occupy approximately 70 percent 
of to ta l bus ines s space, the f i g u r e s s tated in Table 1 can be transformed 
into the number of b locks f o r genera l i zed area needs. The standards i n d i -
cate that i f unrelated uses such as lumber yards and s e r v i c e s t a t i o n s were 
not inc luded, tha t approximately 7.25 b locks would have been required f o r 
adequate s a l e s and park ing space in 1970. Based on 1980 f l o o r space and 
park ing requirements, approximately 8.5 b locks w i l l be required and 13 blocks 
w i l l be requi red by 2000. Although the standard u t i l i z e d in determining 
park ing needs was 5.5 spaces f o r 1,000 square feet of r e t a i l f l o o r space, 
when inc lud ing s t a i rway s , o f f i c e space, w a l l s , e t c . , i t i s bel ieved that 
r a t i o drops t o approximately 1.6 square feet per one square foot of bu i l d i ng 
area. In terms of to ta l general shopping area to pa r k i n g , the r a t i o could 
vary s u b s t a n t i a l l y depending upon the amenit ies prov ided such as p laygrounds, 
pedest r ian ma l l s , f oun ta in s , and other f a c i l i t i e s . 



Redevelopment Concept 

The CBD redevelopment concept i l l u s t r a t e s the shopping center concept 
of CBD redevelopment, inc lud ing a perimeter s t r ee t system prov id ing major 
access t o park ing l o t s . P r o v i s i o n i s made fo r the vacat ion and c l o s i n g of 
s t r e e t s to provide mall treatments which can include both pedestr ian 
improvements, park ing and new s t r u c t u r e s . Moreover, the concept prov ides 
fo r the removal of automobile t r a f f i c from the main shopping environment, 
c reat ing a pedestr ian o r i e n t a t i o n f o r that space. The black symbols 
on the concept plan i den t i f y recommended a c t i v i t y nodes w i th in the pedes-
t r i a n areas which can be f oun ta in s , p laygrounds, or something of major 
importance to i den t i f y the area as a key l ocat ion . 

Th i s approach to CBD redevelopment prov ides the veh i c l e to so l ve many of 
the problems inherent in the Alamosa CBD. The c o n f l i c t between automobiles 
and pedest r ians i s reduced by r e s t r i c t i n g automobile t r a f f i c to a perimeter 
s t r ee t system which prov ides access to major o f f - s t r e e t park ing areas in 
c l o se prox imity to r e t a i l commercial space. Th i s concept a l s o reduces 
c o n f l i c t s between automobiles by removing on - s t r ee t park ing on heav i l y 
t r ave led s t r e e t s . The concept i s very e f f i c i e n t in terms of land usage 
by p rov id ing fo r both compact park ing areas and compact r e t a i l i n g a reas , 
as well as the h igher use of land through redevelopment of r i gh t s - o f -way . 

Central Bus ines s D i s t r i c t Improvement Plan 

The CBD improvement plan i s based on the premise that the land resources 
should be preserved for future op t i on s . The intent i s to prov ide immediate 
improvement programs and f a c i l i t i e s which w i l l not c o n f l i c t with the 
long-range goal of eventua l l y c l o s i n g s t r e e t s to prov ide mall treatment 
as descr ibed l a te r . Th i s p a r t i c u l a r plan proposes the connect ion of 
Denver and S i x t h S t r ee t s to f a c i l i t a t e t r a f f i c movement around the core 
area and to prov ide d i r e c t access to major park ing resources . In so doing, 
the opportun i ty f o r minor land use changes e x i s t s in the con s t ruc t i on 
of new f a c i l i t i e s where obso lete s t r u c tu re s have been removed. 

East of Denver, i t i s suggested that a major land use change be adopted 
which would permit low to moderate income housing p r ima r i l y f o r s en i o r 
c i t i z e n s . Th i s f a c i l i t y i s well located fo r put t ing s e n i o r c i t i z e n s in 
c l o se prox imity to the post o f f i c e , shopping f a c i l i t i e s , churches and major 
recreat iona l resources . I t a l l ows the sen i o r c i t i z e n to walk rather than 
wait on automobile t r an spo r t a t i on to s a t i s f y many of h i s needs. A 
rec reat ion resource i s provided in the extens ion of the park from the north 
ac ro s s Denver, and the i n c l u s i o n of b i cyc le paths, walk ing paths and other 
s i m i l a r f a c i I i t i e s . 

The removal of obso lete s t r u c t u r e s o r inappropr iate land uses i s suggested 
to prov ide o f f - s t r e e t park ing as ind icated. Park ing l o t s are se t up so 
that in the future when the minor s t r ee t s are c lo sed , add i t i ona l park ing 
can be provided by extens ion of these park ing l o t s . In add i t i on to parking 
f a c i l i t i e s , a pa in t and patch-up program i s de s i r ab l e where s t r uc tu re s 
are painted and repaired according to an ove ra l l coord inated scheme. 
Other de s i r ab l e improvements inc lude l imited p lant mate r i a l , decorat ive 





CBD • IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

ALAMOSA, COLORADO 



paving in the s idewalks , p o s s i b l y new curbs and g u t t e r s , benches, p l a y -
ground f a c i l i t i e s on e x i s t i n g vacant l o t s , new l i g h t i n g systems, the 
p r o v i s i o n fo r underground u t i l i t i e s in the a l l e y s , and the opening of 
two-door systems for those commercial es tab l i shments having major parking 
resources behind t he i r present f a c i l i t y . 

Major pedest r ian movements ac ro s s Main S t ree t and other local s t r e e t s 
should be i den t i f i ed by d i r e c t i v e paving pat te rns . The encouragement 
of slower-moving t r a f f i c would a l s o be requ i red. 

Th i s plan does prov ide fo r a cont inuat ion of on - s t r ee t park ing ; however, i t 
would be de s i r ab le t o l im i t t h i s as much as po s s i b l e and encourage con-
s t r u c t i o n of o f f - s t r e e t park ing f a c i l i t i e s . The major goal behind t h i s 
plan i s to preserve future op t i on s . As s t r u c tu re s become obso lete or 
are removed, the redevelopment of the area should not jeopard ize the 
u l t imate s t r e e t enc losure and mall treatment as suggested in the re -
development p lan. 

Central Bus ines s D i s t r i c t Redevelopment P lan 

The CBD redevelopment plan i s an extens ion of the improvement plan and 
shows a very long-range approach to the shopping center concept. I t 
prov ides f o r the c l o su re of all s t r e e t s w i th in the area with the exception 
of Ross and State Avenue. The redevelopment plan u t i l i z e s the same 
S i x t h and Denver connection and the same land use change on the r i v e r 
as does the improvement p lan. The redevelopment p lan, however, prov ides fo r 
add i t iona l park ing f a c i l i t i e s , removal of add i t i ona l s t r u c t u r e s , and the 
u t i l i z a t i o n of c losed s t r e e t r i gh t s -o f -way f o r park ing , pedest r ian movements 
and new s t r u c t u r e s . The intent i s to reduce the canyon e f f e c t of the 
Main S t r ee t c o r r i d o r into three sub-elements through the in t roduct ion of 
s t r u c t u r e s w i th in the r i gh t - o f -way . Major pedest r ian focal features are 
suggested to correspond with the redevelopment concept. Cons idera t ion 
fo r plaza a reas , playground f a c i l i t i e s , decorat ive pav ing , a l i g h t i n g 
system, pa int and patch-up or p o s s i b l y even new canopy con s t r u c t i on , 
and other s i m i l a r f a c i l i t i e s should be encouraged. The in t roduct ion of 
a coordinated s i g n control system or the des ign of a uniform s i g n i n g 
theme would be appropr iate fo r both the improvement p lan and the redevelop-
ment p lan. 

The major concerns are to create a to ta l pedest r ian environment in the 
shopping area and to reduce a l l pedestr ian-automobi le c o n f l i c t s . A compact 
r e t a i l i n g area should be reta ined. I f necessary, add i t i ona l r e t a i l i n g 
area could be provided through two- level shopping with appropr ia te canopys 
and walkways connecting the upper and lower level shops . T h i s encourages 
pedest r ian u t i l i z a t i o n and reduces the need for automobile t r an spo r t a t i on . 
As the smal ler narrow r e t a i l uses become obso lete , they shou ld be removed 
and new f a c i l i t i e s constructed to better u t i l i z e the land area. T h i s new 
con s t ruc t i on coupled with modern methods of merchandis ing w i l l f a c i l i t a t e 
a h i gher , more compact core area without the need of add i t i ona l r e t a i l s a l e s 
area. As add i t i ona l park ing i s requ i red, the s i n g l e fami ly r e s i den t i a l 
on the per iphery could be removed fo r employee and ove r load pa rk ing . 



Implementation 

Implementation of the centra l bus ines s d i s t r i c t improvement and redevelop-
ment p lans i s dependent on numerous f a c t o r s , inc lud ing community support , 
c i t y government support, merchant support , co r rec t ing of the t r a f f i c 
congest ion problem, and probably non- local f i nanc i a l a s s i s t a n c e . A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
implementation would requ i re in-depth study of e x i s t i n g and des i red con-
d i t i o n s in the central bus iness d i s t r i c t . 

I t i s bel ieved that sub s tan t i a l improvement could be achieved by undertaking 
ind iv idua l p ro jec t s such as undergrounding of overhead u t i l i t i e s , i n s t a l l a t i o n 
and maintenance of p lant mate r i a l s , p r o v i s i o n of add i t iona l o f f - s t r e e t park ing , 
minor r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of s t r u c t u r e s , removal of d i l ap ida ted s t r u c t u r e s , 
coordinated pa in t schemes and the i n s t a l l a t i o n of human s ca le l i g h t i n g . 
Moreover, improvements can range from nothing to the u l t imate redevelopment 
p lan and, i f proper ly planned and coord inated, can be completed over a long 
time per iod. 

I t i s recommended that the C i t y , through working with the Chamber of 
Commerce, promote the estab l i shment of a downtown merchant ' s a s s o c i a t i o n . 
The C i t y should a l s o i n ve s t i g a te federal a s s i s t ance programs and attempt 
to determine the actual de s i r e s of the businessmen, community and the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y of non- local funds to determine the extent of the sho r t - range 
program required. At t ha t t ime, the deta i l ed des ign study can be under-
taken, t a i l o r e d to meet the immediate as well as long-range needs f o r 
the Alamosa Central Bu s i ne s s D i s t r i c t . 



TRANSPORTATION 

E s sen t i a l to a complete t r an spo r t a t i on system are many forms of t r an spo r -
t a t i o n inc lud ing a i r , r a i l , s t r e e t , and, in some cases , t r an spo r ta t i on by 
water. In Alamosa the s t r ee t system, prov id ing f o r automobile and t ruck 
t r an spo r t a t i on , i s of g rea te s t immediate concern and w i l l be cons idered 
f i r s t . 

The s t r ee t system in any urban area has two primary ob j e c t i v e s . The f i r s t 
ob jec t i ve i s to provide a convenient, safe and economic means of rout ing 
t r a f f i c between va r i ou s po in t s in the C i t y and surrounding a reas . Impor-
tan t in t h i s ob jec t i ve are the words, " conven ient " , " s a f e " , and "economica l " . 
A convenient s t r ee t system i s one in which the motor i s t i s able to reach 
major thoroughfares qu i ck l y and e a s i l y . Proper s t r e e t des ign enhances 
sa fe ty by inc lud ing such f ac to r s as l imited access to major thoroughfares , 
three-way local s t r ee t i n s t e r s e c t i o n s as opposed to four-way, adequate 
width and number of lanes, and proper s i g n a l i z a t i o n and s i g n i n g . An 
economical s t r e e t system i s achieved by des i gn ing s p e c i f i c s t r ee t s to car ry 
h igh volumes of t r a f f i c and by u t i l i z i n g new techniques in s u b d i v i s i o n 
des ign which normally requ i re le s s roadway to serve development than the 
o lde r g r i d s t r e e t p lans . 

The second primary ob jec t i ve i s t o protect r e s i d e n t i a l , commercial, i ndus -
t r i a l , and pub l i c areas from undes i rab le and unnecessary t r a f f i c , whi le a t 
the same time p rov id ing proper access to these a c t i v i t i e s . 

As noted in the f i r s t p re l iminary document, there are four general funct iona l 
ca tegor ie s of s t r e e t s of importance in Alamosa inc lud ing expressways, 
a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s , c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s , and local s t r e e t s . P r i m a r i l y , a r t e r i a l 
s t r e e t s carry r e l a t i v e l y high speed t h r o u g h - t r a f f i c , accommodate t r a f f i c 
moving cons iderab le d i s tances w i th i n a community, and accommodate t r a f f i c 
moving into and out of the community. As the term imp l ie s , the p r i n c i p l e 
funct ion of c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s i s to gather t r a f f i c from local and re s i den t i a l 
s t r e e t s and ca r ry i t to the a r t e r i a l system. C o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s should 
serve neighborhood a c t i v i t i e s such as s choo l s , churches and parks , and should 
be designed so tha t they may serve these minor t r a f f i c generat ing a c t i v i t i e s 
without ca r r y i ng t h r o u g h - t r a f f i c . Adequate space f o r two lanes of moving 
t r a f f i c should be a v a i l a b l e at all t imes along c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s . Local 
o r r e s i den t i a l s t r e e t s are those s t r e e t s with the primary funct ion of 
p rov id ing access to abutt ing property. T h r o u g h - t r a f f i c movements should 
be d iscouraged on local s t r e e t s by avo id ing a major g r i d pattern of s t r e e t s 
with the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c four-way i n t e r s e c t i o n s . 

S t reet Standards 

The s t r e e t s tandards recommended f o r Alamosa are i l l u s t r a t e d on Table 3, 
Alamosa S t ree t Standards. The Table i s s e l f - e x p l a n a t o r y and ind icates 
that as the funct iona l level of s t r e e t s increases from local to a r t e r i a l , 
the s tandards become more s t r i n g e n t . The l a s t item on Table 3, type of 
s u r f ace , requ i res some exp lanat ion . I t i s recommended that a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s 
be sur faced with a h igh type sur face which inc ludes mixed bituminous o r 



TABLE 3 

Alamosa S t ree t Standards 

Standard 
Item A r t e r i a l C o l l e c t o r Local 

Des ign speed 40-50 m.p.h. 30-40 m.p.h. 20-30 m.p.h. 

Spacing one mile 1/4 to 1/2 mile As required 

Minimum S i g h t D i s tance 275 feet 200 feet 150 feet 

Maximum Grade^ 5 percent 7 percent 8 percent 

Minimum Curve Radius 700 feet 400 feet 200 feet 2 
Number of Lanes - - 2 

Lane Width 12 feet 11-12 feet 11 feet 

S idewalks 4 -8 f ee t 3 4-8 f e e t 3 4 feet 

Park ing Permitted No Yes Yes 

Maximum Cu l -de-Sac Length N.A. N.A. 600 feet 

Minimum Cul -de-Sac Radius N.A. N.A. 50 feet 

R ight-of-Way Width 4 120 feet 80 fee t 60 feet 

Median Width 4-16 f ee t 5 4-16 f e e t 5 N.A. 

Surface (See Text) High Intermediate Low 

N.A. = Not App l i cab le 
1Minimum grade f o r a l l s t r e e t s - 0.5% 
2 Dependent on T r a f f i c Volume. See Table 

foot s idewalks in r e s i den t i a l areas and 8 foot s idewalks in commercial a reas . 

Minimum requirement i s 15 feet beyond curb. 
5 

16 feet i f tu rn lane i s provided a t i n t e r s e c t i o n s . 

Source: Adopted from American A s s o c i a t i o n of S tate Highway O f f i c i a l s 
Pub l i c a t i on s and from National Highway Funct iona l C l a s s i f i c a t i o n and 
Needs Study Manual. 



bituminous penetrat ion roads on a r i g i d o r f l e x i b l e base with a combined 
( sur face and base) th i cknes s of seven inches o r more; a l s o any bituminous 
concrete, s t r e e t a spha l t , rock a spha l t , port land cement, concrete, 
b r i c k , o r combination b r i ck - t ype road. An intermediate type surface i s 
adequate f o r c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s . Intermediate su r face c o n s i s t s of mixed 
bituminous o r bituminous penetrat ion road on a f l e x i b l e base with a 
combined ( sur face and base) t h i cknes s of 7 inches. A lo t type surface 
i s s a t i s f a c t o r y fo r local s t r e e t s . Th i s i s a bituminous sur face course 
( l e s s than one inch t h i c k ) on a base s u i t ab l e to car ry occas ional heavy 
ax le loads. 

These standards should be incorporated into the C i t y ' s pub l i c improvement 
manual and/or s u b d i v i s i o n r e gu l a t i on s . Th i s w i l l a s su re tha t new con-
s t r u c t i o n meets the standards ind icated in the Table. A d d i t i o n a l l y , when 
improvements in the e x i s t i n g po r t i on of the community are undertaken, i t 
should be done with these standards in mind. Moreover, ach iev ing these 
standards with new development and redevelopment w i l l not on ly provide 
h igher q u a l i t y f a c i l i t i e s , but w i l l achieve the funct iona l t r a f f i c 
c i r c u l a t i o n system des i red . 

Table 4 prov ides a guide to the number of t rave l lanes and other improvements 
requi red to adequately serve va r i ou s t r a f f i c volumes. As p rev iou s l y noted, 
a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s normally require four lanes whi le c o l l e c t o r s t r ee t s requ i re 
two lanes. Local s t r e e t s a l s o requ i re two t rave l lanes, a lthough s ince 
local s t r e e t s do not ca r ry through t r a f f i c , the t rave l lanes and park ing 
separa t ion are not as c r i t i c a l as with c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s . 

The general f i g u r e s i l l u s t r a t e d in Table 4 prov ide a guide on l y . As 
noted on the Table, high an t i c i pa ted t r a f f i c volumes shou ld be s tud ied 
p r i o r t o r i gh t -o f -way a c q u i s i t i o n and roadway des ign and con s t ruc t i on . 

S t r ee t Cond i t ions 

One means of ach iev ing implementation of a funct iona l s t r e e t system i s 
by mainta in ing s t r e e t s in accordance with the d i f f e r e n t leve l s of se rv i ce 
to be prov ided. Stated another way, a r t e r i a l and c o l l e c t o r s t r ee t s should 
be maintained to the h ighes t level to encourage maximum u t i l i z a t i o n of 
these s t r e e t s . 

Major s t r e e t s In Alamosa were inventor ied in 1974. Inventory items included 
sur face width, r i gh t -o f -way width, whether or not a s t r e e t had curb and 
gu t te r , the pavement su r face material and i t s c ond i t i on , and whether or 
not park ing occurred on the s t r e e t . The r e s u l t s of t h i s inventory are 
i l l u s t r a t e d on Table 5, Major S t r ee t Inventory. 

Although the informat ion provided in Table 5 will be analyzed in deta i l to 
a s s i s t in preparat ion of the cap i ta l improvement program, the fo l l ow ing 
general review i s appropr ia te . For the most part , C i t y roadway sur face 
and r i gh t -o f -way widths are adequate and, in some ca se s , extremely 
wide. I t appears tha t e x i s t i n g r i gh t s - o f -way w i l l permit the C i t y to 
con s t ruc t wider s t r e e t s where necessary without add i t i ona l r i ght -o f -way 
a c q u i s i t i o n . The s t r e e t s inventor ied in East Alamosa ind icate that although 
the r i gh t -o f -way widths are adequate in most ca se s , roadway widths are r e l a t i v e l y 
narrow. As t ha t area develops, these numerous s t r e e t s may have to be widened. 



TABLE 4 

Number of Lanes Needed for Va r i ou s Des ign Volume Ranges 

Type of Area Central Bus ines s D i s t r i c t 
Fr inge Area 

Out l y ing Bus ines s 
and 

D i s t r i c t 
Suburban 

Res ident ia l Areas 

Number of 
Travel Lanes 4* 2 4 * 2 4* 2 

Without Separate 
Left Turn Lanes 

DHV1 800-1,250 0-800 1,050-1,600 0-1,050 1,000-1,500 0 -1 ,000 

ADT2 10,000 to 
16,000 

Under 
10,000 

11,600 to 
17,900 

Under 
11,600 

8,900 to 
13,800 

Under 
8,900 

With Separate 
Lef t Turn Lanes 

DHV1 800-1,550 — 1,050-1,950 — 1,000-1,850 — 

ADT2 10,000 to 
19,500 

11,600 to 
21,700 

8,900 to 
16,700 

* F a c i l i t i e s needing more than four lanes should be analyzed i n d i v i d u a l l y . 
1DHV - Des ign Hourly Volume 
2 
ADT - Average Da i l y T r a f f i c 

Source: Adopted from the National Highway Functional C l a s s i f i c a t i o n & Needs Study Manual. 



Drainage re l a te s to the p r o v i s i o n of curb and gu t te r . While the major i ty 
of the s t r ee t s in Alamosa have curb and gu t te r , many do not. Although 
the primary funct ion of curb and gut ter i s t o f a c i l i t a t e dra inage, i t 
i s a l s o important in terms of a s s u r i n g that parking occurs on the s t r ee t 
rather than lawns and in urban s i t u a t i o n s , which gene ra l l y improves the 
appearance of neighborhoods. For these reasons, i t i s suggested that 
curb and gutter should be provided in a l l but very low dens i ty development. 

Although the major i ty of Alamosa s t r e e t s maintain a b i t iminous su r face , the 
su r face mater ia l s are of r e l a t i v e l y low grade material which tends to 
" r a v e l " under h igh volumes of t r a f f i c . As a r e s u l t , the major i ty of s t r e e t s 
inventor ied were in f a i r cond i t i on and a few s t r ee t s were reported to be 
in poor cond i t i on . The de te r i o r a t i on of s t r ee t s i s most c r i t i c a l as re lated 
to a r t e r i a l s t r ee t s such as S tate Avenue and C r a f t D r i ve . A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
most of the s t r e e t s , inc lud ing Main S t ree t (U.S. 160), in the v i c i n i t y of 
the centra l bus ines s d i s t r i c t were reported to be in on l y f a i r cond i t i on . 
S ince these s t r e e t s ca r ry the g rea te s t t r a f f i c volumes, they should be 
cons idered a high p r i o r i t y improvement in the cap i ta l improvement program. 

In the future the C i t y should use h igh pavement types such as port land 
cement or a spha l t cement to overcome t h i s problem. S t r ee t s which are of a 
gravel sur face should be improved as aga in in the dense urban s i t u a t i o n , 
gravel s t r e e t s are unacceptable. 

Park ing i s al lowed on near ly a l l s t r e e t s in Alamosa which have curb and 
gu t te r . In l imited cases , park ing occurs on gravel s t r e e t s as we l l . Th i s 
a c cep t ab i l i t y of on - s t r ee t park ing w i l l be addressed in deta i l in the T r a f f i c 
Safety Study. In some areas i t i s ev ident tha t park ing i s not de s i r ab l e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the diagonal park ing which occurs in the centra l bus ines s 
d i s t r i c t . As a general r u l e , park ing along a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s i s normally 
r e s t r i c t e d or p roh ib i t ed . Park ing along c o l l e c t o r s and local s t r ee t s i s 
u s ua l l y pe rmi s s i b le 

E x i s t i n g S t ree t System 

As with most g r i d pat te rns , the e x i s t i n g s t r e e t system of Alamosa on ly 
p a r t i a l l y f a l l s w i th in the funct iona l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s of a r t e r i a l s , c o l l e c t o r s , 
and local s t r e e t s . I t i s very d i f f i c u l t to achieve a funct iona l s t r ee t 
system with a g r i d pattern as access i s provided to major thoroughfares 
a t near ly every b lock. To some extent an a r t i f i c i a l funct iona l system 
has been e s t ab l i s hed with the use of stop s i g n s , but even t h i s adaptat ion 
does not adequately def ine the v a r i ou s funct iona l level of s t r e e t s . 

I t i s r e a d i l y apparent that Main S t r ee t (U.S. Route 160) i s the primary 
a r t e r i a l s t r ee t in the community, recording average t r a f f i c volumes in 
excess of 14,000 at the i n te r sec t i on of Main S t reet and U.S . 285. T r a f f i c 
congest ion r e s u l t i n g from the i n a b i l i t y of Main S t ree t to accommodate t h i s 
h igh volume causes local r e s i den t s , inc lud ing co l l ege s tudent s , t o u t i l i z e 
F i r s t S t r ee t and probably other s t r e e t s to d r i ve from the west po r t i on of 
the community to the centra l bus ines s d i s t r i c t v i c i n i t y . Thus, i t would 
appear that F i r s t S t r ee t i s a l s o s e r v i n g a major eas t -wes t a r t e r i a l funct ion . 
S tate Avenue, Ross Avenue and U.S. Route 285 provide the major north-south 
a r t e r i a l s with several s t r e e t s in the v i c i n i t y of Adams S ta te Co l lege ex -
per ienc ing r e l a t i v e l y high t r a f f i c volumes. 



TABLE 5 

Major S t ree t Inventory - 1974 

S t reet Locat ion 
Surface 
Width 

R-O-W 
Width Drainage 1 

Surface 
Type 2 Cond i t i on Park ing 

Weber D r i ve C l a r k -no r th 30 ' 60 ' No GR. Fa i r None 

Murphy Dr ive C l a r k -no r th 34 ' 45 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

C l a rk S t reet C ra f t to Duke 24 ' 50 ' No GR. Fa i r None 

C la rk S t reet Duke to Murphy 34 ' 50 ' No B i t . Fa i r None 

C ra f t Dr ive U.S. 160 to C la rk 24 ' 50 ' No GR. F a i r None 

O l i ver Avenue C l a r k to V i c t o r i a 30 ' 60 ' No GR. F a i r Both S ides 

Murphy Dr ive Sunset to C l a rk 34 ' 45 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

Sunset Dr i ve Murphy to Brown 46 ' 55 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ide s 

Sunset Dr ive Brown to Stadium 34 ' 60 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

V i c t o r i a S t ree t U.S . 160 to Ol iver 35 ' 60 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

Murphy Dr ive F i r s t to Sunset 50 ' 60 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

Stadium Dr ive F i r s t to Sunset 45 ' 60 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

U.S. 160 & 285 F i r s t - e a s t 70 ' 100' No B i t . Good None 

U.S. 160 & 285 Richardson to F i r s t 48 ' 75 ' No B i t . F a i r None 

Pike Avenue U.S. 160 to F i r s t 43 ' 60 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

Edgemont B lvd. U.S. 160 to F i r s t 55 ' 70 ' CG B i t . Good Both S ides 

Richardson Ave. U.S. 160 to F i r s t 35 ' 60 ' CG B i t . Good Both S ides 

F i r s t S t reet U.S. 160 to Murphy 24 ' 60 ' No B i t . F a i r None 

F i r s t S t reet Murphy to Crestone 45 ' 60 ' No B i t . Fa i r Both S ides 

F i r s t S t reet Crestone to LaVeta 45 ' 60 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

F i r s t S t ree t LaVeta to State 50 ' 80 ' CG B i t . Fa i r Both S ides 



S t reet L o c a t i o n 

Th i rd S t r ee t R ichardson to Hunt 

Fourth S t reet West to Edison 

Fourth S t ree t Edison to Denver 

Main S t ree t R ichardson to Cochetopa 

Main S t ree t Cochetopa to Ross 

Main S t ree t Ross to Denver 

Main S t reet Denver to LaDue 

S i x t h S t ree t West to Bell 

S i x t h S t reet Bell to LaDue 

E ighth S t reet Center to LaDue 

West E ighth S t . Washington to Center 

West Tenth S t . Washington to Center 

Twelfth S t ree t Ros s -ea s t to Corporat ion Line 

Seventeenth S t . U.S. 285 to State 

Twentieth S t ree t Fa i rgrounds to State Ave. 

Twentieth S t ree t S t a te -ea s t to Corporat ion Line 

Tremont S t ree t C r a f t to Murphy 

Tremont S t ree t Murphy to Center 

8 -M i l e to Coop Rd. C r a f t to U.S. 285 

C ra f t 8 -M i l e Coop to F i r s t 

Washington E ighth to Tremont 

Center 8 -M i l e Coop to Ninth 

U.S. 285 8 -M i l e Coop Road-south 

West Avenue Ninth to S i x t h 

West Avenue S i x th to Main 

Surface 
Width 

R-O-W 
Width Drainage 

Sur face 
Type Cond i t ion Park ing 

50 ' 76 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

50' 76 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

56 ' 76 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

50 ' 80 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S i de s 

50 ' 76 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

60 ' 78 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

56 ' 78 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

34 ' 50 ' No B i t . F a i r One S ide 

37 ' 50 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

52 ' 80 ' CG B i t . Good Both S ides 

24 ' 60 ' No GR. Fa i r None 

18' 60 ' No GR. Poor None 

48 ' 74 ' CG B i t . Good Both S ides 

24 ' 60 ' No B i t . Good None 

24 ' 50 ' No GR. F a i r None 

20 ' 50 ' No B i t . F a i r None 

15' 50 ' No GR. Poor None 

15' 30 ' No GR. F a i r None 

24 ' 60 ' No B i t . Good None 

20 ' 60 ' No GR. F a i r None 

18' 50 ' No GR. Poor None 

45 ' 
110' 

No B i t . Good None 

45 ' 110' No B i t . Good None 

30 ' 100 ' No B i t . Good None 

54 ' 80 ' No B i t . Good None 



S t reet Locat ion 

West Avenue 

Ross Avenue 

Ross Avenue 

Ross Avenue 

Edison Avenue 

Edison Avenue 

San Juan 

San Juan 

State Avenue 

State Avenue 

State Avenue 

State Avenue 

Hunt Avenue 

Hunt Avenue 

Denver 

Denver 

LaDue Avenue 

East Sect ion Line 

EAST ALAMOSA 

S i x M i l e Road 

State Avenue 

S t . Highway 17 

F i r s t S t ree t 

Main to F i r s t 

Twentieth to Eleventh 

Eleventh to E ighth 

E ighth to Th i rd 

S i x t h to Main 

Main to Th i rd 

S i x th to Main 

Main to Th i rd 

A i r p o r t t o Fourteenth 

Fourteenth to E ighth 

E ighth to Th i rd 

Th i rd north to Br idge 

S i x t h to 1/2 block north of Main 

1/2 b lock north of Main to Th i rd 

S i x t h to Main 

Main to Fourth 

Twelfth to Main 

Twentieth to Twelfth 

State to State Hwy. 17 

One Lane Br idge to 6 -M i l e Rd. 

Sante Ave. to 6 - M i l e Rd. 

C o s t i l l a B l vd . to Sante 

Surface R-O-W Surface 
Width Width Drainage Type Cond i t i on Park ing 

50 ' 78 ' CG B i t . Good Both S ide s 

20 ' 60 ' No GR. Fa i r None 

50 ' 80 ' CG B i t . Good Both S ides 

50 ' 80 ' CG B i t . Good Both S ides 

60 ' 75 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

50 ' 78 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

56 ' 80 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ide s 

50 ' 75 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

22 ' 60 ' No B i t . F a i r None 

48 ' 72 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

60 ' 75 ' CG B i t . Fa i r Both S ides 

50 ' 78 ' CG B i t . Fa i r Both S ide s 

56 ' 80 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

56 ' 78 ' CG B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

60 ' 76 ' CG B i t . Fa i r Both S ides 

50 ' 76 ' CG B i t . F a i r None 

50 ' 80 ' CG B i t . Good Both S ides 

22 ' 60 ' No GR. F a i r None 

24 ' 60 ' No B i t . Good None 

24 ' 60 ' No B i t . Good None 

30 ' 120' No B i t . Good None 

24 ' 80 ' No B i t . F a i r Both S ide s 



S t ree t Locat ion 
Surface 
Width 

R-O-W 
Width Drainage 

Surface 
Type Cond i t ion Park ing 

F i r s t S t reet R io Grande to C o s t i l l a 22 ' 70 ' No GR. Poor None 

C u r t i s Lane F i r s t to Haniver 24 ' 40 ' No B i t . F a i r None 

C u r t i s Lane Haniver to Blanca V i s t a 25 ' 50 ' No GR. Fa i r None 

Blanca V i s t a Sante to C u r t i s 20 ' 30 ' No B i t . F a i r None 

Sante Avenue F i r s t to Blanca V i s t a 44' 120' No B i t . Good None 

C o s t i l l a B lvd. Broadway to F i f t h 24' 80 ' No B i t . F a i r Both S ides 

Broadway Br idge to F i r s t 48 ' Var . No B i t . Good None 

No ind icates tha t the s t r e e t segment does not have curb and gu t te r . CG ind ica tes the presence of curb and gu t te r 

2 
Surface types are as f o l l ows : 
C - Concrete 
B i t . - Bituminous 
BR - B r i ck 
GR - Gravel 

Source: Ob l inger -Smith Corporat ion, Consu l tant s in P lann ing , Des ign and Development, 1974. 



The e x i s t i n g s t r e e t system is best defined by the s t r e e t s i d en t i f i ed on 
the Federal A id Primary and Federal A id Urban po r t i on s of the designated 
part of the Federal Aid System of Alamosa. These two designated systems 
include the fo l l ow ing s t r e e t s : 

- Federal A id Primary: U.S. Route 160, U.S. Route 285 and State Route 17. 

- Federal A id Urban: State Avenue - A i r p o r t to R i v e r ; Ross Avenue -
20th to F i r s t S t ree t ; West Avenue - U.S. 160 to F i r s t S t ree t ; R i ch -
ardson Avenue - U.S. 160 to F i r s t S t ree t ; Edgemont Boulevard - U.S. 160 
to F i r s t S t r ee t ; Stadium Dr i ve - F i r s t S t ree t to Carol S t reet ; Murphy 
D r i ve - F i r s t S t ree t to Carol S t ree t ; Coff D r i ve - U .S . 160-north; 
Washington Avenue - 8th S t ree t to U.S. 160; C l a rk S t r ee t - C r a f t 
Dr ive to Murphy D r i ve ; F i r s t S t reet - U.S. 160 to S ta te Avenue; 
8th S t reet - Washington Avenue to U.S. 285; 9th S t r ee t - U.S. 285 
to South F i r s t Avenue; 17th S t r ee t - U.S. 285 to S ta te Avenue; and 
20th S t r ee t - U.S. 285 to South F i r s t Avenue. 

Major Thoroughfare Plan 

The proposed major thoroughfare plan i s i l l u s t r a t e d on the Major Thoroughfare 
Plan Map. The map i d e n t i f i e s a r t e r i a l and c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s with a l l 
other e x i s t i n g s t r e e t s being cons idered local s t r e e t s or new local s t r e e t s , 
which would be provided through ind iv idua l s u b d i v i s i o n des i gn . The 
importance of the major thoroughfare plan i s apparent not on ly in deter -
mining s t r e e t improvement p r i o r i t i e s and i den t i f y i n g proper locat ions 
f o r t r a f f i c s i g n a l s and stop s i g n s , but a l s o to as sure tha t future develop-
ment prov ides fo r the cont inuat ion of both c o l l e c t o r and a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s . 
Every p l a t submitted to the C i t y should be analyzed to a s su re that needed 
c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s and a r t e r i a l s t r ee t s are located to a s su re ult imate 
development of a cont inuous system. 

The major thoroughfare plan i s based on the P re l im inary Land Use Plan 2, 
which prov ides f o r the r e l oca t i on of U.S. Route 160 a long the 
S i x t h S t r ee t a l ignment. If another a l t e rna te highway al ignment i s se lected, 
an t i c i pa ted land use patterns would d i f f e r and therefore minor changes 
would need to be made in the major thoroughfare p lan. For the most pa r t , 
however, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i th in the e x i s t i n g po r t i on s of the C i t y , the 
plan would remain i n tac t rega rd le s s of a l t e rna te a l ignment s e l e c t i o n . 

The major thoroughfare plan gene ra l l y p rov ides fo r a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s located 
a t one-mile I n t e r v a l s , as requ i red by the s t r ee t s tanda rd s . C o l l e c t o r 
s t r e e t s are provided every one- four th to one-ha l f m i le . Although 
the a r t e r i a l s t r ee t system prov ides fo r r e l a t i v e l y s t r a i g h t s t r e e t s , the 
c o l l e c t o r s t r ee t system i s ind icated as being c u r v i l i n e a r in new areas . 
The plan assumes that local s t r e e t s would be designed to have access on ly 
to c o l l e c t o r s t r e e t s and not to a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s r e ga rd l e s s of t h e i r 
prox imity t o those a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s . Access to s i g n i f i c a n t new commercial 
development should be provided by f rontage or s e r v i c e roads . As with local 
s t r e e t s , f rontage or s e r v i c e roads are recommended to r e s t r i c t access to 
the a r t e r i a l s t r e e t s , thereby inc reas ing the t r a f f i c c a r r y i n g capacity 
of those s t r e e t s and reducing sa fe ty hazards a s soc i a ted with unl imited 
access to major thoroughfares . 





Other Modes of T ranspor ta t ion 

Other modes of t r an spo r t a t i on which are important in Alamosa include 
r a i l , a i r , and bus t r an spo r t a t i on . A complete, balanced t r an spo r ta t i on 
system is an a s se t to any community, not on ly from an economic s tand-
po in t , but from a convenience s tandpoint as we l l . 

Rail 

Ra i l f r e i g h t s e r v i c e i s provided by the Denver and R io Grande Ra i l r oad . 
No passenger s e r v i c e i s prov ided. D i s c u s s i o n with r a i l r o a d personnel 
i nd i ca tes that the capac i ty e x i s t s , o r i f needed can be prov ided, to serve 
add i t iona l f r e i g h t requirements which may occur throughout the planning 
per iod. 

Some c o n f l i c t between r a i l and veh i cu l a r t r an spo r t a t i on occurs in the 
v i c i n i t y of the r a i l r o ad t r a n s f e r ya rds , p a r t i c u l a r l y as re lated to 
swi tch ing which occurs in that area. Normally on ly three t r a i n s depart 
from Alamosa d a i l y . Due to the infrequency of t r a i n s and the r e l a t i v e l y 
low t r a i n speed in the Alamosa v i c i n i t y , i t i s be l ieved tha t veh i cu l a r/ 
r a i l c o n f l i c t i s more of an inconvenience than a s a fe t y hazard. S ince the 
r a i l r o a d r i gh t -o f -way e f f e c t i v e l y d i v i de s the community in h a l f , i t appears 
that the only means of improving t h i s cond i t i on i s to re loca te the r a i l 
ya rds . In add i t i on to the infrequent t r a i n s and low speeds, r a i l c r o s s i n g 
sa fety i s f u r the r enhanced by p r o v i s i o n of c ro s s -buck s i g n s a t all c r o s s i n g s . 

(An add i t iona l c ro s s -buck i s required on Ra i l r oad Avenue, north of the 
r a i l r o a d t r a c k s . ) The major c r o s s i n g def i c iency appears to be the lack of 
a u x i l i a r y s i g n s showing the number of t r ack s at m u l t i - t r a c k c r o s s i n g s , 
as required by the manual of Uniform T r a f f i c Control Dev ices . 

Bus 

Bus s e r v i c e to and from Alamosa i s provided by Cont inenta l T ra i lways . 
Se rv i ce to and from Grand Junct ion , Monte V i s t a , Durango, Farmington, 
and Gal lup occurs once d a i l y . Buses to and from Denver occur three times 
d a i l y . 

I t appears tha t the major bus de f i c i ency in Alamosa i s lack of any bus 
system running w i th in the C i t y of Alamosa i t s e l f , and throughout the 
San Lu i s Va l l ey Region. I t i s recommended tha t min i -bus s e r v i c e be con-
s idered in Alamosa to t r an spo r t the e l d e r l y and persons t ha t cannot d r i ve 
from t h e i r res idences to shopping and medical f a c i l i t i e s . Th i s program 
could be expanded on a region-wide ba s i s to prov ide bus s e r v i c e throughout 
the en t i r e reg ion. 

Alamosa Municipal A i r p o r t 

The Alamosa Munic ipal A i r po r t p lays an important ro le in the economy of 
Alamosa. F r on t i e r A i r l i n e s prov ides s e r v i ce to and from Alamosa to Denver 
and Durango twice d a i l y . A d d i t i o n a l l y , twelve p r i va te a i r c r a f t were r e -
ported to be based In Alamosa in 1973. 

The a i r p o r t , which i s attended 24 hours a day, prov ides f o r a i r l i n e , 
char ter and t r a i n i n g a c t i v i t i e s . In 1973 annual ope ra t i on s amounted to 



17,800 opera t i ons . Two runways are mainta ined—one 7,872 foot a spha l t 
runway and a 4,700 foot secondary c ros s -w ind runway which i s not sur faced. 

Several a i r p o r t de f i c i enc i e s were noted during the preparat ion of the 
Colorado A i r p o r t System P lan. Prepared in 1973, the shor t - range (0-5 year) 
program provided for a c q u i s i t i o n of land to prepare fo r extens ion of the 
p r i nc ipa l runway (02-20) to the north. A d d i t i o n a l l y the plan recommended 
that a f i r e and rescue bu i l d i ng be constructed and that f i r e and rescue 
equipment be purchased. 

The intermediate range (5-10 year) improvement program included expansion 
of the a i r p o r t te rmina l , which i s being accomplished at the present t ime. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y , the intermediate range program recommended a 1,128 foot 
extens ion of the p r i nc ipa l runway and widening the en t i r e runway 50 feet . 
A l s o a new 9,400 foot taxiway was recommended, as was s t rengthen ing of 
the en t i r e runway apron. The i n s t a l l a t i o n of a i r f i e l d l i g h t i n g , approach 
a i d s , and fencing was a l s o recommended. 

From an economic s tandpo int , i t i s suggested that Alamosa should cont inue 
to undertake all a c t i on s necessary to a s su re that the a i r p o r t i s a s 
modern and convenient as p o s s i b l e . A i r t r an spo r t a t i on i s important today 
in economic development of the C i t y , and i t i s an t i c i pa ted that i t w i l l 
grow i n c rea s i ng l y important in the fu tu re . As expansion of the a i r p o r t 
occur s , i t i s important not on ly tha t the proper c l ea r zones be provided, 
but that the no i se generated by both p rope l l e r and j e t a i r c r a f t be 
cons idered. The C i t y should r e s t r i c t development in approach zones to 
open space where po s s i b l e and c e r t a i n l y l im i t development to some compatible 
commercial o r i ndu s t r i a l a c t i v i t i e s if development i s t o occur in those 
a reas . I t would appear at the present time tha t such r e s t r i c t i o n would not 
be d i f f i c u l t to achieve, s i n ce primary expansion of the C i t y i s expected 
to occur to the north, south and west, with l i t t l e expansion to the ea s t . 



APPENDIX 

The Phys ica l Features Map i l l u s t r a t e d on the fo l l ow ing page, was not 
included in Pre l iminary Report #1 due to i n s u f f i c i e n t f l ood p l a i n i n -
formation. S ince that report was completed, i t has been determined that 
accurate f lood p l a i n information i s not a v a i l a b l e , and f lood-prone areas 
cannot be del ineated at t h i s time. 

A f lood p l a i n study i s being undertaken by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Eng ineers . The r e s u l t s of that study should be incorporated into the 
plan when completed. At the present t ime, i t must s u f f i c e to note that 
large po r t i on s of the C i t y have experienced some f lood ing in the past and 
development proposed fo r known f lood-prone areas should be r e s t r i c t ed 
un t i l adequate f lood protect ion i s prov ided. 
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