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Resident and Nonresident Aliens and
Colorado Residents Living Abroad

COLORADO RESIDENTS IN OTHER
COUNTRIES

A Colorado resident reporting U.S.
federal taxable income must continue to
file Colorado returns as a full-year
resident no matter how long he or she is
out of the country. Most such individuals
are working on a temporary assignment,
and return to Colorado. Because of this,
there is a presumption that people from
Colorado working in foreign countries are
still Colorado residents.

All foreign income that is exempt for
federal purposes is also exempt for
Colorado purposes.

Individuals who abandon their Colorado
domicile and become permanent residents
of a foreign country no longer have to file
Colorado returns. However, they would
have to file a Colorado tax return as a
nonresident if they had Colorado-source
income (e.g., rental income).  Such indi-
viduals bear the burden of proving their
abandonment of Colorado residency.
Continued Colorado residency will be
presumed if the individual has not
severed all Colorado connections; for
example, if the individual still carries a
Colorado driver’s license, votes in Colo-
rado by absentee ballot, and/or still owns
a home in Colorado, or returns to Colo-
rado.

Resident and nonresident aliens are
treated the same as U.S. citizens for
Colorado income tax purposes.

Aliens who are residents of Colorado for
the full tax year would file as a full-year
Colorado resident. An alien residing in
Colorado for only part of the tax year may
file as a part-year resident, depending on
the individual’s intentions and circum-
stances (see definition of part-year resi-
dent). The Part-Year Resident/Nonresi-
dent Tax Apportionment Schedule
(104PN) would be filled out and added to
the individual’s Colorado 104 Form.

Aliens who are not Colorado residents but
who earn Colorado-source income for part
or all of the tax year would file their
Colorado income tax return as a Colorado
nonresident. If all of the income reported
on the nonresident individual’s federal
tax return is Colorado-source income, the
percentage reported on the 104PN would
be 100 percent.

All foreign income that is exempt for
federal purposes is also exempt for
Colorado purposes.
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FURTHER INFORMATION

For more information on related topics,
consult the following DOR publications:

• Income 6 “Part-Year and Nonresi-
dents”;

• Income 13 “A Resident Married to a
Nonresident or Part-Year Resident and
Filing Jointly”;

• Income 21 "Military Servicepersons"

FYIs, commonly used forms and
additional tax information are available
on the Web at  www.taxcolorado.com

For additional Colorado tax information
visit the "Tax Information Index" which
covers a variety of topics including links
to forms, publications, regulations,
statutes and general questions and
answers.  The "Tax Information Index" is
located at www.taxcolorado.com

FYIs provide general information concerning a
variety of Colorado tax topics in simple and
straightforward language.  Although the
FYIs represent a good faith effort to provide
accurate and complete tax information, the
information is not binding on the Colorado
Department of Revenue, nor does it replace,
alter or supersede Colorado law and regula-
tions.  The Executive Director, who by
statute is the only person having authority to
bind the Department, has not formally
reviewed and/or approved these FYIs.

EXTENSIONS OF TIME FOR FILING

A Colorado resident who is out of the
country on April 15 has an automatic
extension of time to file the Colorado
income tax return until June 15. This
taxpayer is also allowed an extension of
time to file until Oct. 15 although a late
payment penalty will be due if 90 percent
of the tax is not paid on or before June 15.
Interest is due on any payment received
after April 15.

DEFINITION

A “part-year resident” is an individual who
was a resident of Colorado for only part of
the tax year. For state income tax pur-
poses, this includes anyone who moved
into Colorado with the intention of mak-
ing his/her home here or a Colorado
resident who moved out of Colorado with
the intention of making his/her home
elsewhere at any time during the income
tax year. A part-year resident is required
to file a Colorado income tax return if he/
she:

• is required to file a federal income tax
return, and

• had taxable income during that part of
the year he/she was a Colorado resi-
dent.

PART-YEAR RESIDENTS’ AND
NONRESIDENTS’ TAX

Part-year residents and nonresidents will
determine their Colorado tax as though
they were full-year residents. They will
then apportion their tax in the ratio of
Colorado Adjusted Gross Income to total
Modified Federal Adjusted Gross Income.

Part-year residents and nonresidents will
file Form 104, the Colorado Individual
Income Tax return and Form 104PN, the
apportionment schedule to be attached to
Form 104. Both the 104 and the 104PN
are included in the Colorado Income Tax
booklet.


