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N A R R A T I V E S U M M A R Y 



N A R R A T I V E SUMMARY 

T h e D i v i s i o n ' s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has d e t e r m i n e d that in o r d e r to adequately 

r e n d e r i t s s e r v i c e s throughout the s t a t e , D iv i s ion j o b s e r v i c e c e n t e r s should b e 

s i tuated in those a r e a s that demand and have the g r e a t e s t need f o r those s e r v i c e s . 

In r e s p o n s e to th i s d e c i s i o n a job s e r v i c e c e n t e r f a c i l i t y s u r v e y w a s 

init iated to identify t h o s e c i t i e s and towns in which Div is ion job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s 

should b e l o c a t e d . 

A s the s u r v e y p r o g r e s s e d it b e c a m e apparent that a s u r v e y of th is t y p e , 

in o r d e r to a r r i v e at def ini t ive c o n c l u s i o n s and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s m u s t n e c e s s a r i l y 

be conducted in p h a s e s , viz: 

P h a s e 1. T o d e t e r m i n e where throughout the s t a t e job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s 

should be loca ted . T h i s d e t e r m i n a t i o n would b e based p r i m a r i l y 

on population c l u s t e r i n g and industry p r o f i l e s . 

P h a s e 2. T o d e t e r m i n e the s i z e and type of s ta f f needed to s e r v e the 

designated c o m m u n i t i e s on a long r a n g e b a s i s . S ize and 

type of s ta f f has a d i r e c t b e a r i n g on the s i z e and kind of of f ice 

f a c i l i t y needed f o r s e r v i c e s . 

P h a s e 3. T o pinpoint e x a c t l y w h e r e in a communi ty job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s 

should be located once it h a s been d e t e r m i n e d that an of f i ce 

is needed in a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a . 

T h i s r e p o r t i s c o n c e r n e d with P h a s e 1, the d e t e r m i n a t i o n of w h e r e job 

s e r v i c e c e n t e r s should be l o c a t e d . A c c o r d i n g l y , r e f e r e n c e was made to a wide 

v a r i e t y of s o u r c e s and documentat ion f o r b a s i c s o u r c e data c o n c e r n i n g population 

and i n d u s t r i a l p a t t e r n s . * T h e s e data w e r e c o n c e r n e d p r i m a r i l y with population 

and industry d i s t r ibut ion in the v a r i o u s s t a t e c o m m u n i t i e s . 

* S e e B i b l i o g r a p h y , P a g e 7 



N a r r a t i v e R e p o r t -

A broad s u m m a r y of f indings and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s fol lows. T h i s summary 

c a t e g o r i z e s the findings and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s according to the Div i s ion ' s Administrative 

t r a t i v e A r e a s , the State Planning R e g i o n s that c o m p r i s e those a r e a s , and the 

c o m m u n i t i e s of those R e g i o n s including the job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s that s e r v e those 

c o m m u n i t i e s . The s u m m a r y fo l lows: 

The Northern A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a 

Region #1 - The South P l a t t e Va l l ey 

• F o r t Morgan and Ster l ing o f f i ces a r e s i tuated in the two m o s t heavily 

populated count ies of the Region, Morgan and Logan Counties . T h e s e 

of f i ces a r e p r o p e r l y es tab l i shed and should be mainta ined. 

• R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : Cons iderat ion should b e given to the es tab l i shment 

of a sub of f i ce in B r u s h in the next f ive y e a r s b e c a u s e of population 

growth and industr ia l expansion in Morgan County. 

Region #2 - The Northern F r o n t Range 

® L a r i m e r and Weld Counties a r e among the f a s t e s t growing counties 

in the s t a t e . Counties a r e served by t h r e e l o n g - t i m e o f f i c e s at 

F o r t Col l ins , G r e e l e y , and Loveland and a newly es tabl i shed off ice 

at E s t e s P a r k . E s t e s P a r k off ice has been changed f r o m seasonal 

to sub of f i ce s ta tus of Loveland. Al l of t h e s e o f f i ces a r e proper ly 

es tab l i shed and should be maintained. 

• No r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 

Region #5 - T h e High P l a i n s 

• T h i s is a s p a r s e l y populated a r e a of the s t a t e . Kit C a r s o n County 

has the g r e a t e s t population - 8, 000 . Divis ion has es tab l i shed an 

of f i ce in th is county at Burl ington. T h i s o f f i ce , cons ider ing population 



N a r r a t i v e Report -

and industry c lus ter ing in the Reg ion is p r o p e r l y s i tuated. It 

should be mainta ined. 

• Recommendat ion : B e c a u s e of the predominant ly r u r a l nature of 

the Region , the Divis ion should ut i l ize an i t inerant van to r e n d e r 

s e r v i c e s to t h e s e count ies . T h i s van would be ava i lab le f o r s e r v i c e s 

to other count ies in the Adminis t ra t ive A r e a . 

The Southern A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a 

Region #4 - P i k e s P e a k 

• T h i s Region i s dominated by E l P a s o County and the Colorado Spr ings 

urban a r e a . T o e a s e the workload of the main Colorado Spr ings 

off ice , a sub of f ice is being es tab l i shed in the c i ty . 

• Recommendat ion : E s t a b l i s h a s e a s o n a l of f ice at Manitou Springs 

b e c a u s e of population growth and t o u r i s t ac t iv i ty . Also , c o n s i d e r on 

a l o n g - r a n g e b a s i s the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of an of f i ce at Secur i ty . 

R e g i o n #6 - Lower A r k a n s a s V a l l e y 

• A predominantly a g r i c u l t u r a l reg ion with Divis ion job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s 

at La Junta , L a m a r , and Rocky F o r d . T h e s e o f f i c e s s e r v e Otero 

and P r o w e r s Counties , the m o s t heavily populated in the Reg ion . 

Off ices at L a Junta and L a m a r a r e p r o p e r l y s i tuated and should 

be maintained. 

Recommendat ion : B e c a u s e of the c l o s e p r o x i m i t y to L a Junta , 

it is r e c o m m e n d e d that the R o c k y F o r d Off ice s ta tus be changed to 

s u b - o f f i c e , J I S , or c l o s e d . 
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N a r r a t i v e R e p o r t -

R e g i o n #7 - Spanish P e a k s 

• T h i s R e g i o n is dominated by the City and County of P u e b l o with i ts 

heavy p r e p o n d e r a n c e of m a n u f a c t u r i n g and government e m p l o y m e n t . 

T h e D i v i s i o n ' s Pueblo c e n t r a l o f f i c e should be mainta ined with no 

i m m e d i a t e need f o r sub o f f i c e s within the c i ty . P r e s e n t s t a t u s of 

T r i n i d a d and Walsenburg o f f i c e s should be mainta ined . 

• No r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 

R e g i o n #8 - San L u i s V a l l e y 

• R e g i o n has e x p e r i e n c e d s low growth in the pas t d e c a d e . A l a m o s a 

County has e x p e r i e n c e d the g r e a t e s t growth. Divis ion has o f f i c e s 

at A l a m o s a and Monte V i s t a . 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : C o n s i d e r a t i o n should be given to change in s ta tus 

of the Monte V i s t a Of f i ce - c l o s e o r r e d u c e to sub of f i ce s t a t u s . 

R e g i o n #13 - Upper A r k a n s a s V a l l e y 

© T h e R e g i o n i s the h e a v i e s t mining a r e a in the s t a t e with molybdenum 

the m a j o r m i n e r a l product . Div is ion has o f f i c e s in Canon City , 

L e a d v i l l e , and Sal ida . T h e s e o f f i c e s a r e wel l e s t a b l i s h e d and 

should be mainta ined. 

© No r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 

T h e W e s t e r n A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a 

R e g i o n # 9 - San J u a n B a s i n 

• A r e a growth has been s t r o n g and s t a b l e during the ' 7 0 ' s . Div is ion 

has o f f i c e s in C o r t e z , Durango, and Ignacio, a s u b - o f f i c e of Durango. 

T h e s e o f f i c e s a r e l o g i c a l l y p l a c e d in serv ing the R e g i o n . 
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N a r r a t i v e Report -

• Recommendat ion : B e c a u s e of the m a s t e r - p l a n n e d communi ty at 

P a g o s a , the Divis ion should be a l e r t e d to the p o s s i b l e need of a 

sub of f ice to eventually s e r v e the community . 

Region #10 - B l a c k Canyon 

• T h i s is a s p a r s e l y populated Region with Montrose County being the 

mos t populous. T h e Reg ion i s s e r v e d by the Divis ion o f f i c e s at 

Del ta , Gunnison and M o n t r o s e . The of f i ces at Gunnison and Montrose 

a r e well es tab l i shed and should be maintained. 

• Recommendat ion : Delta Off ice s ta tus should be reduced to that of 

a sub off ice or c l o s e d . 

Region #11 - P la teau 

• A Region which in the long t e r m could e x p e r i e n c e a d r a m a t i c economic 

expansion due, p r i m a r i l y , to energy technology deve lopments . J o b 

c e n t e r o f f i ces situated at C r a i g , Glenwood Spr ings , and Grand Junct ion 

a r e well e s tab l i shed and should be maintained to s e r v i c e a gradual 

population and industry expansion. 

• Recommendat ion : In the event of d r a m a t i c expansion in oi l shale 

development a job s e r v i c e c e n t e r should be es tab l i shed at R i f l e . 

Region #12 - Northern Mountain 

• Population growth in th is Reg ion has substant ia l ly outstr ipped the 

s tate a v e r a g e b e c a u s e of t o u r i s m , r e c r e a t i o n , and h o m e - s i t e 

p r e f e r e n c e - - and the complet ion of the E i s e n h o w e r Tunnel in 1973. 

The Division has two job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s to s e r v e the Region - -

B r e c k e n r i d g e and S teamboat Spr ings . Both t h e s e o f f i c e s have been 

r e c e n t l y opened. Actual ly , S teamboat Spr ings has been reopened 

a f t e r having been a Divis ion of f i ce in the past and then c l o s e d . 



N a r r a t i v e Repor t -

• Recommendat ion : B e c a u s e of rapid population expansion in the Region 

Division s e r v i c e s a r e in a s ta te of flux and to m e e t the s i tuation the 

B r e c k e n r i d g e , S t e a m b o a t Springs (and r e c e n t l y opened Minturn) 

o f f i ces have been e s t a b l i s h e d on a s u b - o f f i c e b a s i s . However, t h e s e 

of f i ces (with the p o s s i b l e exception of S teamboat Spr ings) should not 

be considered p e r m a n e n t insta l la t ions until p e r f o r m a n c e evaluat ions 

just i fy t h e i r e x i s t e n c e . F u r t h e r m o r e , F r i s c o , at th is t i m e , a p p e a r s 

to be the f o c a l point of a c c e s s i b i l i t y of s e r v i c e f o r D i l l o n - F r i s c o -

V a i l - B r e c k e n r i d g e a r e a . Also , an of f ice should be cons idered f o r 

Aspen. 

T h e D e n v e r Adminis t ra t ive A r e a 

Region #3 - Denver Metropol i tan 

In spite of rapid growth of other Regions of the s ta te , the Denver 

Metropol i tan Region r e m a i n s the dominant Region . Wel l over half 

of Colorado ' s population, f inancia l r e s o u r c e s and spending power 

a r e concentrated in th i s a r e a . The Division has eight f u l l - s e r v i c e 

job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s s t r a t e g i c a l l y located in the metropol i tan a r e a 

plus other s p e c i a l i z e d o f f i ces . 

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s : None 

A s stated, the preceding i s m e r e l y a broad s u m m a r y of the main body of 

th is r e p o r t . F o r ampl i f i ca t ion of t h e s e findings r e f e r e n c e should be made to the 

m a i n r e p o r t and the s p e c i f i c a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r e a and region concerned . E a c h 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r e a r e p o r t conta ins an a r e a s u m m a r y , reg iona l p r o f i l e s , and 

t a b l e s showing employment by industry . 



B I B L I O G R A P H Y 

C o l o r a d o Manpower R e v i e w and r e l a t e d manpower s u m m a r i e s -
R e s e a r c h and A n a l y s i s S e c t i o n , Div is ion of E m p l o y m e n t and T r a i n i n g 

S e l e c t e d I t e m s of In format ion f o r Dis t r ibut ion of Staff Y e a r s for F Y 1977 -
B r a n c h of P lanning , Eva luat ion , and Management Contro l , 
Div is ion of E m p l o y m e n t and T r a i n i n g 

C o m p u t e r Pr in tout : #158 - C o v e r e d E m p l o y m e n t by County and Industry 
Divis ion of E m p l o y m e n t and T r a i n i n g 

C o l o r a d o Populat ion T r e n d s - B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Divis ion, U n i v e r s i t y of Colorado 
B o u l d e r , C o l o r a d o 

Div i s ion of C o m m e r c e and Development P u b l i c a t i o n s 

D e m o g r a p h i c P r o f i l e s - C o l o r a d o D e p a r t m e n t of Health 

County Government Communi ty P r o f i l e s 

D e n v e r R e g i o n a l Counci l of G o v e r n m e n t s - R e g i o n a l E m p l o y m e n t F o r e c a s t 

C o l o r a d o L e a g u e of W o m e n s ' V o t e r s P u b l i c a t i o n s 

C o l o r a d o I n t e r s t a t e G a s - Indus t r ia l Capabi l i ty R e g i s t e r 

U. S . D e p a r t m e n t of C o m m e r c e - Populat ion E s t i m a t e s and P r o j e c t i o n s 

1977 E c o n o m i c F o r e c a s t : T h e Outlook for Colorado and the Nation 
United Banks of C o l o r a d o , Inc . 
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A D M I N I S T R A T I V E A R E A S 



T H E N O R T H E R N A D M I N I S T R A T I V E AREA 



T H E N O R T H E R N A D M I N I S T R A T I V E A R E A 

T h e D i v i s i o n ' s N o r t h e r n A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a i s c o m p r i s e d of t h r e e 

s ta te P lanning R e g i o n s : 

• Region No. 1 - T h e South P l a t t e V a l l e y 

• R e g i o n No. 2 - T h e N o r t h e r n F r o n t R a n g e 

• Reg ion No. 5 - T h e High P l a i n s . 

T h e s e t h r e e s t a t e r e g i o n s c o n s i s t of twelve c o u n t i e s : 

Cheyenne L i n c o l n Sedgwick 
E l b e r t L o g a n Washington 
Ki t C a r s o n M o r g a n Weld 

L a r i m e r P h i l l i p s Yuma 

Spanning 24 , 243 s q u a r e m i l e s , th is a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r e a has the g e n e r a l 

g e o g r a p h i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of p r a r i e and ro l l ing p la ins with the s m a l l except ion 

of the middle and w e s t e r n s e c t i o n s of L a r i m e r County that m e e t the foothi l l s 

and p e a k s of the F r o n t R a n g e . 

T h e a r e a had a population of 303, 585 , in 1974 , 12 . 5 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s 

r e s i d e n t s , a to ta l work f o r c e of 146 , 836, and 6, 551 c o v e r e d e m p l o y e r s . E m p l o y -

ment in the a r e a is l a r g e l y dis t r ibuted in the fol lowing a c t i v i t i e s : 
A g r i c u l t u r e 35, 240 24% 
Government 2 7 , 8 9 9 19% 
T r a d e 2 2 , 0 2 5 16% 
S e r v i c e and F i n a n c e 16, 152 11% 
S e l f - e m p l o y e d & 
Other 1 6 , 0 0 5 11% 
Manufactur ing 11, 746 8% 

O f f i c e s of the Div is ion a r e p r e s e n t l y s i tuated in the following c o m m u n i t i e s : 

R e g i o n No. 1 F o r t M o r g a n 
S ter l ing 

R e g i o n No. 2 E s t e s P a r k G r e e l e y 
F o r t C o l l i n s Loveland 

R e g i o n No. 5 Bur l ington 
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T h e N o r t h e r n A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a 

B e c a u s e of p r o j e c t e d p o p u l a t i o n - i n d u s t r i a l expans ion and c l u s t e r i n g , 

the fol lowing f a c i l i t i e s and s e r v i c e s a r e r e c o m m e n d e d : 

1. E x p l o r a t i o n and c o n s i d e r a t i o n of an o f f i c e s i t e in B r u s h in the next 

f ive y e a r s . 

2 . U s e of an i t inerant van to br ing e m p l o y m e n t s e r v i c e s to the predominant ly 

r u r a l count ies of the A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a . 
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R E G I O N NO. 1 - - SOUTH P L A T T E V A L L E Y 

Si tuated in the n o r t h e a s t e r n p la ins of the s t a t e a r e s i x count ies c o m p r i s i n g 

C o l o r a d o ' s P lanning Reg ion No. 1, the South P l a t t e V a l l e y . T h e s e count ies -

Washington, M o r g a n , P h i l l i p s , Sedgwick, L o g a n and Y u m a - span 9, 229 s q u a r e 

m i l e s and had a 1974 population of 62 , 960 , 2 . 5 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the r e g i o n sugges t a p o s s i b l e population of 97, 069 by the 

y e a r 2 0 0 0 , a 54 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion Dis t r ibut ion and Growth 

F a s t e s t growing among t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s a r e M o r g a n and Logan count ies 

with M o r g a n County population c o m p r i s i n g 34 p e r c e n t of the r e g i o n and Logan 

county 31 p e r c e n t . The l e a s t populated county is Sedgwick and P h i l l i p s County 

had a n e g a t i v e population growth* in the per iod 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 4 , a l o s s of 111 p e r s o n s . 

In 1974 , 38 p e r c e n t of the r e g i o n ' s population l ived in t h r e e urban c o m m u n -

i t i e s spaced along I n t e r s t a t e 76 and another 22 p e r c e n t of the population lived 

in ten r u r a l n o n - f a r m c o m m u n i t i e s . A l i s t i n g of the r e g i o n ' s ten l a r g e s t 

c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows : 

Communi ty County Populat ion Commut ing A r e a 

A k r o n Washington 1 , 7 5 3 1 5 , 1 1 0 
B r u s h Morgan 3 , 3 9 1 2 4 , 6 8 2 
F o r t M o r g a n Morgan 8 , 0 0 0 2 7 , 3 8 1 
Haxtun P h i l l i p s 915 2 0 , 6 8 3 
Holyoke P h i l l i p s 1 , 6 9 0 1 3 , 6 9 7 
J u l e s b u r g Sedgwick 1 , 5 9 1 1 3 , 4 2 0 
Ot is Washington 525 7, 628 
S t e r l i n g Logan 10, 685 23 , 7 3 9 
W r a y Y u m a 1 , 9 8 1 1 2 , 0 6 7 
Y u m a Y u m a 2, 330 12, 957 

* S e e T a b l e 6 
* * O f f i c e s of the Divis ion a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c i t i e s 
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Region No. 1 
I 

Population for the reg ion and its counties beginning with 1970 Census 

data is pro jec ted at f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s to the y e a r 2000 . The region should 

have a modera te growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High 

S e r i e s and Low S e r i e s to provide an es t imated range of growth. 

TABLE 1. REGIONAL AND COUNTY POPULATION PROJECTIONS, 1970 TO 2000, HIGH AND LOW SERIES 

1 9 7 0 1 9 7 5 1 9 8 0 1 9 8 5 1 9 9 0 1 3 9 5 2 0 0 0 

Region 1 L 6 0 , 5 8 7 6 5 , 1 5 8 6 7 , 0 7 1 6 9 , 9 7 1 7 3 , 4 4 9 7 5 , 6 8 2 7 6 , 3 7 2 Region 1 
H (Same) 6 6 , 5 0 2 6 9 , 8 9 0 7 5 , 3 1 6 8 2 , 3 4 8 8 9 , 5 3 2 97 .C59 

Logan L 1 8 , 8 5 2 2 0 , 3 6 7 2 1 , 0 8 5 2 2 , 0 5 9 2 3 , 2 2 1 2 3 , 9 6 2 2 4 , 2 1 5 Logan 
H (Same) 2 0 , 7 8 7 2 1 , 9 7 2 2 3 , 7 4 4 2 6 , 0 3 6 2 8 , 3 6 3 3 0 , 7 7 8 

Morgan L 2 0 , 1 0 5 2 2 , 3 8 2 2 3 , 7 0 7 2 5 , 0 8 0 2 6 , 6 9 2 2 7 , 6 9 2 2 8 , 1 3 4 Morgan 
H (Same) 2 2 , 8 4 4 2 4 , 7 0 4 2 6 , 9 9 6 2 9 , 9 2 7 3 2 , 7 7 9 3 5 , 7 6 0 

Phi l l ips L 4 , 1 3 1 4 , 3 4 1 4 , 4 1 0 4 , 5 7 1 4 , 7 6 6 4 , 8 9 4 4 , 9 2 2 Phi l l ips 
H (Same) 4 , 4 3 0 4 , 5 9 5 4 , 9 1 9 5 , 3 4 3 5 , 7 9 2 6 , 2 5 5 

S e d g w i c k L 3 , 4 0 5 3 , 5 0 3 3 , 4 4 2 3 , 5 0 6 3 , 5 9 1 3 , 6 5 4 3 , 6 4 1 S e d g w i c k 
H (Same) 3 , 5 7 5 3 , 5 8 7 3 , 7 7 4 4 , 0 2 6 4 , 3 2 5 4 . 6 2 7 

Washington L 5 , 5 5 0 5 , 8 3 5 5 , 9 0 4 6 , 1 0 6 6 , 3 5 3 6 , 5 1 7 6 , 5 4 7 Washington 
H (Same) 5 , 9 5 6 6 , 1 5 2 6 , 5 7 2 7 , 1 2 2 7 , 7 1 4 8 , 3 2 1 

Yuma L 8 , 5 4 4 8 , 7 3 0 8 , 5 2 3 8 , 6 5 0 8 , 8 2 6 8 , 9 6 3 8 , 9 1 3 
H (Same) 8 , 9 1 0 8 , 8 8 1 9 , 3 1 0 9 , 8 9 5 1 0 , 6 0 9 1 1 , 3 2 7 

Education 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and secondary school s y s t e m s , 

these communit ies a r e served by t h r e e higher learning institutions for l i b e r a l 

a r t s , vocat ional , and t e c h n i c a l t ra in ing - - Morgan Community Col lege , North-

e a s t e r n J u n i o r Col lege , and Nebraska T e c h n i c a l Col lege . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

While agr icu l ture and l i v e s t o c k have been and r e m a i n the m o s t important 

s o u r c e s of income and employment in the a r e a , the r e g i o n ' s goal i s to ba lance 

and d ivers i fy growth with a wide var ie ty of industr ia l and c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r -

p r i s e s . At present the r e g i o n ' s manufacturing has been c h a r a c t e r i z e d l a r g e l y 

by food and kindred industr ies based upon sugar b e e t s and l i v e s t o c k production 

and p r o c e s s i n g . 

1/ Colorado Population T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Divis ion, Graduate School 
of B u s i n e s s Adminis t ra t ion , Univers i ty of Colorado 

- 13 -



R e g i o n No. 1 

T h e r e g i o n ' s t o t a l e m p l o y m e n t f o r 1 9 7 4 to ta led 28 , 204 with 7, 6 4 4 e m p l o y e d 

in a g r i c u l t u r e , 17, 565 e m p l o y e d in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e , and 2, 9 9 5 s e l f - e m p l o y e d 

and d o m e s t i c s . E m p l o y m e n t t r e n d s i n d i c a t e s l ight c h a n g e s in t o t a l e m p l o y -

m e n t d i s t r i b u t i o n with the a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r dec l in ing and t h e i n d u s t r i a l -

c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r i n c r e a s i n g . 

T h e fol lowing c h a r t shows t h e c o m p o s i t i o n of the r e g i o n ' s 1 9 7 4 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e . 

2/ 

FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 1 
PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF RESIDENT CIVILIAN LABOR F O R C E — 1 9 7 4 

Source: Colorado : A Regional Approach, 1975, Colorado Division 
of Commerce and Development, Denver, Colorado. 

2/ S e e T a b l e 13 

- 14 -



Region No. 1 -

Counties in the Reg ion contr ibute to the R e g i o n ' s employment as fol lows: 

County Individual 's Employed P e r c e n t 

Washington 
Y u m a 

M o r g a n 
P h i l l i p s 
Sedgwick 

Logan 4 , 9 1 1 
4 , 6 2 2 

1 , 1 9 7 

575 
741 
509 

3 9 . 1 % 
3 6 . 8 % 

4 . 6 % 
5 . 9 % 
4 . 1 % 
9 . 5 % 

A r e a T o t a l 
T o t a l Region Covered 

1 2 , 5 5 5 
Employment , T h i r d Q u a r t e r 1974 

Conclus ion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

It has b e e n shown that the preponderance of population expansion and 

e c o n o m i c growth wil l o c c u r in Morgan and L o g a n Counties . The other four 

R e g i o n a l Counties - P h i l l i p s , Sedgwick, Washington, and Yuma - while 

exper ienc ing s o m e population and economic growth wil l r e m a i n e s s e n t i a l l y 

r u r a l and will have proport ionate ly s m a l l e r work f o r c e s . F u r t h e r m o r e , the 

influx of industr ia l and c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r p r i s e s has been c lus tered l a r g e l y 

around t h r e e urban c e n t e r s - S ter l ing , F o r t Morgan , and B r u s h . All indica-

t ions a r e that the bulk of i n d u s t r i a l - c o m m e r c i a l expansion will continue to 

follow this urban c l u s t e r pat tern . 

It would appear that the two exist ing o f f i c e s of the Division ass igned to 

the S ter l ing and F o r t Morgan communi t ies a r e appropr ia te ly situated to s e r v e 

p r e s e n t and future a p p l i c a n t - e m p l o y e r needs . L o c a t i o n of a sub or s a t e l l i t e 

of f ice in B r u s h , s o m e t i m e in the next f ive y e a r s should be cons idered to 

a c c o m m o d a t e the gradual e c o n o m i c and population growth in the a r e a . S e r v i c e s 

to the remain ing counties could be rendered through an i t inerant van to not only 

m e e t the demands of gradual ly i n c r e a s i n g appl icant s e r v i c e s but to m e e t the 

mandated r e q u i r e m e n t s of the Judge R i t c h i e Court O r d e r . 

- 15 -



TABLE 6 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 1 
ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

Total Population Number of Households Number of Families 
County 1970 1974 Change 1970 1974

a 

Change 1970 1974a Change 

Logan 18,852 19,700 848 5,808 6,275 467 4,619 4,980 361 

Morgan 20,105 21,500 1,395 6,300 6,960 660 5,160 5,710 550 

Phillips 4,131 4,020 -111 1,471 1,490 19 1,112 1,120 8 

Sedgwick 3,405 3,390 -15 1,161 1,195 34 918 945 27 

Washington 5,550 5,620 70 1,848 1,940 92 1,499 1,570 71 

Yuma 8,544 8,730 186 3,013 3,200 187 2,350 2,495 145 

Region Totals 60,587 62,960 2,373 19,601 21,060 1,459 15,658 16,820 1,162 

Estimated by Business Research d i v i s i o n based upon source data . 

Source: "Regional and County Population Estimates—1973 and 1974," Colorado Population Trends, Vol. 4, 
No. 1, Winter 1975, Colorado Division of Planning, Denver, Colorado and Business Research Divi-
sion, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado; and Housing in Colorado: Current Inventory 
and Needs, April 1, 1974, Colorado State Housing Board and Colorado Division of Housing, Denver, 
Colorado. 



TABLE 13 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION N O . 1 

ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

BASED ON PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

1970 - 1974 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

1970-1974 
Increase 

# 

Civilian Labor Force
 a 

27,083 26,748 27,315 28,930 28,955 1,872 6.9% 

Unemployment 777 830 827 769 751 -26 - 3.3 

Percent of Labor Force 2.9% 3.1% 3.0% 2.7% 2.6% - -

Total Employment
 b 

26,306 25,918 26,488 28,161 28,204 1,898 7.2 

Agriculture 8,520 7,408 7,153 7,896 7,644 -876 -10.3 

Non-Agriculture Wage and Salary 14,951 15,557 16,330 17,226 17,565 2,614 17.5 

All Other Non-Agriculture Wage and Salary c 2,835 2,953 3,005 3,039 2,995 160 5.6 

a

 Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job-holding and com-

muting. 

b Includes resident non-agricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-employed, un 

unpaid family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. 

c 
Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestics. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, July 1975. 



REGION NO. 2 - N O R T H E R N F R O N T R A N G E 

Situated in the n o r t h - c e n t r a l port ion of the s ta te a r e two count ies c o m p r i s i n g 

C o l o r a d o ' s P lanning R e g i o n No. 2, T h e N o r t h e r n F r o n t R a n g e . T h e s e count ies , 

L a r i m e r and Weld span 6 , 6 1 8 s q u a r e m i l e s and had an e s t i m a t e d 1975 population 

of 2 1 9 , 8 0 0 , 8 . 7 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the r e g i o n sugges t a p o s s i b l e population of 384 , 218 by 

the y e a r 2000 , a 75 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion Dis t r ibut ion and Growth 

B e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1970 , the N o r t h e r n F r o n t R a n g e e x p e r i e n c e d a rapid 

4 2 . 6 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e in population, second f a s t e s t in the s t a t e , paced by F o r t 

Col l ins which g r e w 7 3 . 2 p e r c e n t and Loveland by 6 6 . 7 p e r c e n t . T h e R e g i o n ' s 

growth between 1 9 7 0 and 1975 continued at a rapid 2 2 . 7 p e r c e n t . 

With a f a i r l y heavy concent ra t ion of the s t a t e ' s population, 8 . 7 p e r c e n t , 

r e s i d e n t s within the r e g i o n a r e c l u s t e r e d l a r g e l y about the m a j o r urban a r e a s - -

G r e e l e y and F o r t C o l l i n s , with a l e s s e r population dis t r ibut ion in the s m a l l e r 

c i t i e s , towns, and r u r a l c o m m u n i t i e s . 

A l i s t ing of the r e g i o n ' s s e v e n l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows : 

Communi ty County 1974 Populat ion 

Ber thoud L a r i m e r 2 , 4 9 0 
E s t e s P a r k 1/ L a r i m e r 2 , 0 2 0 
E v a n s Weld 5 , 9 7 1 
F o r t C o l l i n s 1/ L a r i m e r 5 5 , 6 7 8 
F o r t Lupton Weld 2 , 8 1 1 
G r e e l e y 1/ Weld 44, 874 
Loveland 1/ L a r i m e r 22 , 683 

Populat ion f o r the R e g i o n and i ts count ies beginning with 1970 C e n s u s 

2 / data is p r o j e c t e d at f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s to the y e a r 2000 . T h e R e g i o n should 

1/ O f f i c e s of the D i v i s i o n a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s . 
2/ Colorado Popula t ion T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Div is ion , Graduate School 

of B u s i n e s s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , U n i v e r s i t y of Colorado 
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Region No. 1 -

have a substant ia l growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High S e r i e s 

and a Low S e r i e s to provide an es t imated range of growth. 

T a b l e 1. Regional & County Population P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2000 , High & Low S e r i e s 
1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 

Region 2 L 1 7 9 , 1 9 7 2 4 5 , 5 5 6 2 6 0 , 8 0 6 2 7 3 , 8 8 7 2 8 7 , 7 5 0 3 0 1 , 0 1 1 3 1 4 , 7 5 0 Region 2 
H (Same) 2 4 9 , 7 2 0 2 6 8 , 7 8 9 2 9 0 , 6 2 7 3 1 7 , 1 1 7 3 4 7 , 4 6 9 3 8 4 , 2 1 8 

Larimer L 8 9 , 9 0 0 1 2 6 , 0 5 5 1 3 6 , 4 0 0 1 4 4 , 5 6 2 1 5 3 , 2 6 9 1 6 1 , 0 6 0 169 ,171 
H (Same) 1 2 8 , 1 9 2 1 4 0 , 5 7 5 1 5 3 , 3 9 8 1 6 8 , 9 1 1 1 8 5 , 9 1 8 2 0 6 , 5 0 9 

Weld L 8 9 , 2 9 7 1 1 9 , 5 0 1 1 2 4 , 4 0 6 1 2 9 , 3 2 5 1 3 4 , 4 8 1 1 3 9 , 9 5 1 1 4 5 , 5 7 9 
H (Same) 1 2 1 , 5 2 8 1 2 8 , 2 1 4 1 3 7 , 2 2 9 1 4 8 , 2 0 6 1 6 1 , 5 5 1 1 7 7 , 7 0 8 

Educat ion 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and s e c o n d a r y school s y s t e m s , these 

communi t ies a r e s e r v e d by t h r e e higher learning inst i tut ions for l i b e r a l a r t s , 

vocat ional , and t e c h n i c a l t ra in ing - The Univers i ty of N o r t h e r n Colorado, 

A i m s Col lege , and Colorado State Col lege . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

H i s t o r i c a l l y , a g r i c u l t u r e and the production of l i v e s t o c k have played an 

important par t in the R e g i o n ' s economy. T h e s e two a c t i v i t i e s a l s o make a 

s igni f icant contr ibution to the s t a t e ' s economy. 

In r e c e n t y e a r s , however , the economy of the reg ion has b e c o m e great ly 

d ivers i f ied , p a r t i c u l a r l y with a c c e l e r a t e d expansion in manufactur ing . Manufactur-

ing grew by a very rapid 60 p e r c e n t between 1970 and 1973 compared to a 15 percent 

i n c r e a s e in manufactur ing employment s ta tewide. A s a r e s u l t , manufacturing 

employment s u r p a s s e d a g r i c u l t u r e f o r the f i r s t t i m e in 1972 . 

Two m a j o r u n i v e r s i t i e s and one t w o - y e a r co l l ege a r e located in the Northern 

F r o n t R a n g e Region : Colorado State Col lege in F o r t C o l l i n s , the Univers i ty of 

N o r t h e r n Colorado in G r e e l e y , and A i m s Col lege in G r e e l e y . T h e s e inst i tutions 
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Region No. 2 

help m a k e g o v e r n m e n t the l a r g e s t s e c t o r in the r e g i o n , employing 23 p e r c e n t 

of the work f o r c e , in 1973 . 

T h e r e g i o n ' s to ta l e m p l o y m e n t f o r 1974 to ta led 8 5 , 4 9 0 with 9 , 7 4 0 

employed in a g r i c u l t u r e and 7 5 , 7 5 0 employed in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e e n t e r p r i s e s . 

A l l employment t r e n d s s e e m to indicate a s low d e c l i n e in the a g r i c u l t u r e s e c t o r 

and an i n c r e a s e in the g o v e r n m e n t and manufac tur ing s e c t o r s . 

T h e following c h a r t shows the c o m p o s i t i o n of the r e g i o n ' s 1974 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e . 

and Deve lopment , D e n v e r , C o l o r a d o . 

3/ T o t a l E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l types of e m p l o y m e n t in both the public and 
p r i v a t e s e c t o r s . 
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Region No. 2 

Counties in the Region contr ibute to the R e g i o n ' s employment a s fol lows: 

County Individuals Employed P e r c e n t 

L a r i m e r 
Weld 

3 0 , 8 6 5 
2 5 , 5 6 0 

54. 7% 
45 . 3% 

T o t a l Region Covered E m p l o y m e n t - F i r s t Q u a r t e r 1976 

4/ Covered Employment r e f e r s to a l l types of employment " c o v e r e d " by the 
Colorado Employment S e c u r i t y Act , usual ly in the pr ivate s e c t o r . Accordingly 
ingly, government employment including t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d employment , 
c h a r i t a b l e organizat ions and the l ike a r e not covered . 

The Northern F r o n t R a n g e is the nor thern m o s t par t of what is known as 

the F r o n t Range sec t ion of the s t a t e , that is v isual ized to extend f r o m F o r t 

Col l ins and G r e e l e y on south to Pueb lo . It is assumed that one day in the not 

too distant future this 200 m i l e F r o n t Range A r e a could be a densely populated 

urban and industral ized community . 

F o r the p r e s e n t , the Div is ion has four of f i ces render ing job s e r v i c e s to 

the Northern F r o n t Range Region , at E s t e s P a r k , F o r t Col l ins , G r e e l e y , and 

Loveland. E s t e s P a r k , for many y e a r s a s e a s o n a l of f ice , has r e c e n t l y been 

ass igned y e a r - r o u n d status and o p e r a t e s as a sub off ice under L o v e l a n d ' s m a n a g e -

ment . The other three of f i ces a r e long-standing full s e r v i c e o f f i c e s situated in 

the m a j o r urban a r e a s of the r e g i o n . 

Considering the populat ion- industry distr ibut ion in the region, t h e s e o f f i ces 

a r e s t r a t e g i c a l l y placed in the m o s t populated urban a r e a s . The E v a n s community 

with a population of 6, 000 was explored as a poss ib le s i te for a sub of f i ce . T h i s 

explorat ion r e v e a l e d , however , that the community i s l a r g e l y r e s i d e n t i a l and 

has a s m a l l industry c l u s t e r i n g ; f u r t h e r m o r e i t s c l o s e prox imi ty to G r e e l e y i t se l f 

Conclusion and Recommendat ion 
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Region No. 2 

ruled out the need for a job s e r v i c e c e n t e r t h e r e . T h e A r e a M a n a g e r i s aware 

of th is s i tuation and should the industr ia l pro f i l e of E v a n s change, then the job 

s e r v i c e potential of the community should b e reeva luated . 

Other communit ies in the reg ion a r e l a r g e l y u r b a n - r u r a l with s m a l l 

populations not l a r g e enough to support full functioning job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s . 
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REGION NO. 5 - HIGH P L A I N S REGION 

Situated in the e a s t - c e n t r a l port ion of the s t a t e a r e four count ies c o m p r i s i n g 

C o l o r a d o ' s Planning R e g i o n No. 5, T h e High P l a i n s . T h e s e count ies - E l b e r t , 

L i n c o l n , Kit C a r s o n , and Cheyenne - span 8, 400 s q u a r e m i l e s and had a 1974 

population of 20 , 825 , 0. 8 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the r e g i o n s u g g e s t a p o s s i b l e population of 27, 466 by the 

y e a r 2 0 0 0 , a 32 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion D i s t r i b u t i o n and Growth 

F a s t e s t growing among t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s i s E l b e r t County, i t s 1975 popu-

la t ion equaling 25 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n . Kit C a r s o n equaled 38 p e r c e n t of the 

Reg ion and Cheyenne County i s the l e a s t populated with a 1975 population of 2, 517 . 

In 1975 , 41 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s population l ived in eight c o m m u n i t i e s 

spaced along I n t e r s t a t e Highway 70 , the m a i n highway in the R e g i o n . B u r l i n g t o n 

i s the R e g i o n ' s only urban p l a c e , with an e s t i m a t e d population of 3, 300 in 1 9 7 4 . 

A l is t ing of the R e g i o n ' s eight l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows: 1/ 

2 / Communi ty County 1974 Populat ion Commuting A r e a 

Bur l ington Kit C a r s o n 3 , 3 0 0 1 8 , 1 5 9 
Cheyenne W e l l s Cheyenne 1 , 1 0 0 8 , 1 6 0 
E l i z a b e t h E l b e r t 650 7 , 1 4 7 
F l a g l e r Kit C a r s o n 700 8 , 0 6 9 
Hugo L i n c o l n 785 8 , 9 2 5 
L i m o n L i n c o l n 2 , 0 0 0 8 , 6 2 7 
S i m l a E l b e r t 590 8 , 3 4 4 
S t r a t t o n Kit C a r s o n 812 7 , 9 9 8 

1/ See T a b l e 6 

2/ Commuting A r e a r e f e r s to the surrounding a r e a population that could t r a v e l 
to the g e n e r a l v ic in i ty of a comuni ty f o r e m p l o y m e n t . A l s o , the Commuting 
A r e a s ' populations usual ly o v e r l a p f r o m one communi ty a r e a to another , 
L i m o n and Hugo, for e x a m p l e . 

3/ T h e Div is ion at p r e s e n t s t a f f s a pi lot o f f i ce in B u r l i n g t o n to d e t e r m i n e the need 
f o r employment s e r v i c e s and p l a c e m e n t potent ia l and unemployment i n s u r a n c e . 
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Region No. 

Population f o r the Region and i ts counties beginning with 1970 Census data 

4/ 

is p r o j e c t e d f i v e - y e a r in terva ls to the y e a r 2000 . The Region should have a 

m o d e r a t e growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High S e r i e s and Low 

S e r i e s to provide an es t imated r a n g e of growth. 
T a b l e 1. Regional & County Population P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2000 , High & Low S e r i e s 

Region 5 

Cheyenne 

Elbert 

Kit Carson 

Lincoln 

L 
H 
L 
H 

L 
H 

L 
H 
L 
H 

In addition 

c o m m u n i t i e s 

vocat ional , a . 

Col lege , F l a g l e r 

Col lege , and 

A g r i c u l t u r e 

P l a i n s Reg ion 

farming being 

m a y r e d u c e the 

to continue a s 

i m a t e l y 13 p e r c e n t 

s t o c k sheep 

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 
1 8 , 6 6 5 2 0 , 8 2 5 2 0 , 9 0 1 2 1 , 0 8 4 2 1 , 5 0 1 2 1 , 7 2 6 2 1 , 6 0 3 
(Same) 2 1 , 2 3 7 2 1 , 7 3 1 2 2 , 6 6 0 2 4 , 0 6 1 2 5 , 6 7 5 2 7 , 4 6 6 

2 , 3 9 6 2 , 5 1 7 2 , 3 9 0 2 , 3 4 2 2 , 3 1 9 2 , 3 0 8 2 , 2 5 9 
(Same) 2 , 5 6 7 2 , 4 8 5 2 , 5 1 7 2 , 5 9 5 2 , 7 2 7 2 , 8 7 3 

3 , 9 0 3 5 , 2 9 7 6 , 3 2 3 6 , 8 8 5 7 , 5 3 9 7 , 8 7 9 8 . 0 9 5 
(Same) 5 , 4 0 2 6 , 5 7 4 7 , 4 0 0 8 , 4 3 6 9 , 3 1 2 10 ,292 

7 , 5 3 0 7 , 9 9 8 7 , 5 8 3 7 , 4 2 6 7 , 3 4 4 7 , 3 0 4 7 , 1 4 7 
(Same) 8 , 1 5 7 7 , 8 8 4 7 , 9 8 1 8 , 2 1 8 8 , 6 3 1 9 , 0 8 6 

4 , 8 3 6 5 , 0 1 3 4 , 6 0 5 4 , 4 3 1 4 , 3 0 0 4 , 2 3 5 4 , 1 0 2 
(Same) 5 , 1 1 2 4 , 7 8 8 4 , 7 6 2 4 , 8 1 2 5 , 0 0 5 5 , 2 1 5 

Educat ion 

to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and s e c o n d a r y school s y s t e m s , these 

served by four higher learning inst i tutions f o r l i b e r a l a r t s , 

t echnica l t ra ining - Arapahoe J u n i o r Col lege , El P a s o Community 

Campus of Morgan Community Col lege , L a m a r Community 

Sate l l i te Campus of E l P a s o Community Col lege . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

is by f a r the m o s t important s e c t o r in the economy of the High 

f a r m i n g , dairying, l i v e s t o c k ranching and l a r g e s c a l e i r r igated 

the prominent e c o n o m i c a c t i v i t i e s . F u t u r e development of the Region 

r e l a t i v e impor tance of a g r i c u l t u r e , but this s e c t o r can be expected 

h e a r t of the r e g i o n a l economy in the f o r e s e e a b l e future . Approximately 

of the s t a t e ' s l i v e s t o c k i n c o m e - ca t t le , c a l v e s , hogs , pigs, 

w e r e produced by the High P l a i n s Region in 1974. 

4/ Colorado Pop 
B u s i n e s s 

Population T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Divis ion, Graduate School of 
Adminis t ra t ion , U n i v e r s i t y of Colorado 
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R e g i o n No. 5 

5 / T h e R e g i o n ' s t o t a l e m p l o y m e n t - f o r 1 9 7 4 to ta led 8 , 6 5 4 with 3 , 0 4 9 

e m p l o y e d in a g r i c u l t u r e and 5 , 6 0 5 e m p l o y e d in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e e n t e r p r i s e s . 

E m p l o y m e n t t r e n d s i n d i c a t e v e r y s l i g h t c h a n g e s in t o t a l e m p l o y m e n t d i s t r i b u t i o n 

with s o m e p o s s i b l e d e c l i n e in t h e a g r i c u l t u r e s e c t o r and s o m e i n c r e a s e in t h e 

i n d u s t r i a l - c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r . 

T h e fo l lowing c h a r t s h o w s the c o m p o s i t i o n of the r e g i o n ' s 1974 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e . 

FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 5 
PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF RESIDENT CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 

1974 

Source: Estimated by Business Research Division, based upon 
Colorado Division of Employment unpublished data. 

5/ T o t a l E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l t y p e s of e m p l o y m e n t in both the publ i c and 
p r i v a t e s e c t o r s 

6/ S e e T a b l e 13 

- 2 5 -

Min ing & Construct ion 3 . 2 % 

Manufactur ing 2 . 



Region No. 5 

Counties in the Region contr ibute to the R e g i o n ' s employment as fo l lows: 

County Individuals Employed P e r c e n t 

Cheyenne 271 11% 
E l b e r t 273 11% 
Kit C a r s o n 1 , 2 0 6 4 9 % 
Lincoln 724 29% 
A r e a Tota l 2 , 4 7 4 

7/ 
T o t a l Region Covered E m p l o y m e n t -Third Q u a r t e r 1974. 

7/ 
Covered Employment r e f e r s to a l l types of employment " c o v e r e d " by the 
Colorado Employment S e c u r i t y Act , usually in the pr ivate s e c t o r . A c c o r d i n g l y 
ingly, government employment including t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d employment , 
c h a r i t a b l e organizat ions and the l ike a r e not covered. 

Conc lus ion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

The p o p u l a t i o n - i n d u s t r i a l - a g r i c u l t u r a l pro f i l e of this Region indicates 

that it will r e m a i n e s s e n t i a l l y r u r a l with gradual population and e c o n o m i c 

expansion. Kit C a r s o n County, with its Burl ington urban c e n t e r in the 

e a s t e r n sect ion of the s ta te , should continue a s the predominant county in 

the Region. E l b e r t County, however , with i ts prox imi ty to Denver and Colo-

rado Springs , coupled with i t s rapid population growth could have a g r e a t e r 

impact on the Region in the ensuing y e a r s . 

B e c a u s e of i ts predominant ly a g r i c u l t u r a l e c o n o m i c b a s e , Region 5 has 

not had a Division E m p l o y m e n t Off ice in i ts a r e a until r e c e n t l y when a pilot 

o f f i ce was t e m p o r a r i l y es tab l i shed at Burl ington, J u l y 15, 1975. Now staffed 

by t h r e e employees under the provis ions of CETA and WIN, the of f ice r e n d e r s 

a complete unemployment i n s u r a n c e and job s e r v i c e for the four county reg ion . 

Housed in a shared f a c i l i t y , the Burl ington of f ice has had good ini t ia l job s e r v i c e 

s u c c e s s as indicated by i t s 1976 p e r f o r m a n c e of J u n e , J u l y , August per iod 

with 117 p lacements - - 79 in a g r i c u l t u r e and 38 in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e employment . 
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R e g i o n No. 5 

Bur l ington has been s e l e c t e d a s a pilot of f ice for this a r e a b e c a u s e of i ts 

pivi tol r o l e in the e a s t e r n port ion of the s t a t e : t h e r e a r e over 300 b u s i n e s s e s 

in the a r e a ; potent ia l j o b s to be f i l led f a l l into the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of c l e r i c a l and 

r e l a t e d , b u s i n e s s , d o m e s t i c , industr ia l , f a b r i c a t i o n , p r o f e s s i o n a l , and a g r i c u l -

t u r a l . It would a p p e a r f r o m this potential and the p r e l i m i n a r y p lacement 

r e s u l t s of this pi lot of f ice that it could make approx imate ly 2, 000 p l a c e m e n t s 

p e r y e a r - well just i fying i ts e x i s t e n c e and r e n d e r i n g a s e r v i c e to the community 

that l o c a l c iv ic l e a d e r s have long fe l t to be urgent ly needed. 

Inasmuch a s the Burl ington off ice is in operat ion on a t r i a l b a s i s with i ts 

future e x i s t e n c e dependent on r e s u l t s , th is r e p o r t can only ver i fy the c o r r e c t n e s s 

of th is move and ampli fy the idea that for employment s e r v i c e s to be rendered 

to the e a s t e r n pla ins reg ion of Colorado, Bur l ington is the appropriate s i t e . 
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TABLE 6 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION N O . 5 

ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

County 
Total Population Number of Households Number of Families 

County 1970 1974 Change 1970 1974
a 

Change 1970 1974
a 

Change 

Cheyenne County 2,396 2,390 - 6 774 800 26 610 632 22 

Elbert County 3,903 4,710 807 1,280 1,594 314 1,058 1,320 262 

Kit Carson County 7,530 7,560 30 2,387 2,469 82 1,987 2,050 63 

Lincoln County 4,836 4,930 94 1,605 1,688 83 1,285 1,346 61 

Region Totals 18,665 19,590 925 6,046 6,551 505 4,940 5,348 408 

Estimated by the Business Research Division based upon source data. 

Source: "Regional and County Population E s t i m a t e s — 1 9 7 3 and 1974," Colorado Population Trends, Vol. 4, 
No. 1, Winter 1975, Colorado Division of Planning, Department of Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado 
and Housing in Colorado: Current Inventory and Needs, April 1, 1974, State Housing Board and 
Division of Housing, Department of Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado. 



TABLE 13 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION N O . 5 
ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

1970 - 1974 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 
1970-74 

it 
Increase 

% 

Civilian Labor Force
a 

8,581 8,383 8,534 9,164 8,907 326 3.8% 

Unemployment 187 217 232 300 253 66 35.3 

% of Labor Force 2.2% 2.6% 2.7% 3.3% 2.8% - -

Total Employment^ 8,394 8,166 8,302 8,864 8,654 260 3.1 

Agriculture 3,389 2,955 2,855 3,147 3,049 -340 -10.0 

Non-Agricultural Wage and Salary 3,987 4,148 4,364 4,619 4,560 573 14.4 

All Other Non-Agricultural
c 

1,018 1,063 1,083 1,098 1,045 27 2.7 

a 
Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job-holding and commuting. 

Total employment includes resident non-agricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-
employed, unpaid family and domestic workers and persons involved in labor disputes. c 

Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestics. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, unpublished data, Denver, Colorado, July 1975. 



T H E SOUTHERN A D M I N I S T R A T I V E AREA 
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T H E SOUTHERN A D M I N I S T R A T I V E A R E A 

T h e D i v i s i o n ' s Southern A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a is c o m p r i s e d of f ive State 

Planning R e g i o n s : 

Reg ion No. 4 - P i k e s P e a k 

R e g i o n No. 6 - T h e L o w e r A r k a n s a s Val ley 

Reg ion No. 7 - T h e Spanish P e a k s 

R e g i o n No. 8 - T h e San L u i s V a l l e y 

R e g i o n No. 13 - T h e Upper A r k a n s a s Va l l ey 

T h e s e f ive S ta te R e g i o n s c o n s i s t of twenty- two c o u n t i e s : 

A l a m o s a C r o w l e y L a k e P u e b l o 
B a c a C u s t e r L a s A n i m a s R i o Grande 
B e n t E l P a s o M i n e r a l Saguache 
Chaf fee F r e m o n t Otero T e l l e r 
C o n e j o s Huerfano P a r k 
C o s t i l l a Kiowa P r o w e r s 

Spanning 38, 542 s q u a r e m i l e s , t h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r e a is one of g e o -

graphica l c o n t r a s t s ranging f r o m ro l l ing plains in the e a s t e r n s e c t i o n s to 

foothi l l s , open va l ley , and tower ing p e a k s , s o m e the h ighest in the s t a t e in 

the w e s t e r n s e c t i o n s . 

T h e a r e a had a population of 586 , 391 in 1974, 23 . 6 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s 

r e s i d e n t s - a tota l work f o r c e of 223 , 059 and 10, 870 c o v e r e d e m p l o y e r s . Employ-

ment in the a r e a is l a r g e l y d is t r ibuted in the following a c t i v i t i e s : 

G o v e r n m e n t 4 6 , 3 9 6 2 0 . 8 % 
A g r i c u l t u r e & Mining 3 0 , 5 5 9 1 3 . 7 % 
S e r v i c e and F i n a n c e 3 5 , 9 1 2 1 6 . 1 % 

o T r a d e 3 5 , 9 1 2 1 6 . 1 % 
® S e l f - e m p l o y e d & 

Other 2 2 , 9 7 5 1 0 . 3 % 
© Manufactur ing 2 1 , 4 1 4 9 . 6 % 

O f f i c e s of the Divis ion a r e p r e s e n t l y situated in the fol lowing c o m m u n i t i e s : 

R e g i o n No. 4 Colorado Spr ings 
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T h e Southern A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a 

R e g i o n 6 L a J u n t a 
L a m a r 
R o c k y F o r d 

R e g i o n 7 P u e b l o 
T r i n i d a d 
W a l s e n b u r g 

R e g i o n 8 A l a m o s a 
Monte V i s t a 

R e g i o n 13 Canon City 
L e a d v i l l e 
Sa l ida 

B e c a u s e of popula t ion- indus t r ia l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

a r e a , the fol lowing s u g g e s t i o n s and o b s e r v a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g Divis ion s e r v i c e s 

in the many c o m m u n i t i e s a r e o f fe red : 

R e g i o n 4 - Colorado S p r i n g s 

1. E s t a b l i s h a s u b - o f f i c e at 1901 Union Avenue in Colorado Spr ings , 

2. E s t a b l i s h a s e a s o n a l o f f i ce in Manitou Spr ings during the 

t o u r i s t season. 

3. On a long r a n g e b a s i s c o n s i d e r the need f o r an of f i ce in S e c u r i t y . 

R e g i o n 6 - R o c k y F o r d - L a Junta 

P o s s i b l e consol idat ion of the R o c k y F o r d - L a Junta o f f i c e s into 

one l a r g e r o f f i c e at L a J u n t a ; or the reduct ion of the R o c k y F o r d 

o f f i ce to J I S s t a t u s . 

R e g i o n 7 -

1. Mainta in W a l s e n b u r g in s u b - o f f i c e s t a t u s . 

2 . Mainta in T r i n i d a d full s e r v i c e s t a t u s . 

3. Mainta in P u e b l o ful l s e r v i c e s t a t u s . 

- 32 -



T h e Southern A d m i n i s t r a t a v e A r e a 

R e g i o n 8 -

It i s suggested that the Monte V i s t a o f f i ce b e e i t h e r e l iminated 

o r reduced to s u b - o f f i c e s ta tus and have the m a i n and c e n t r a l 

o f f i ce s i tuated in A l a m o s a . 

R e g i o n 13 -

M a i n t a i n the t h r e e community o f f i c e s at Canon City , L e a d v i l l e , 

and Sa l ida . 
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R E G I O N NO. 4 - P I K E S P E A K 

Situated in the c e n t r a l por t ion of the s t a t e a r e t h r e e c o u n t i e s c o m p r i s i n g 

C o l o r a d o ' s Planning Reg ion No. 4, T h e P i k e s P e a k R e g i o n . T h e s e count ies -

E l P a s o , P a r k , and T e l l e r span 5, 414 s q u a r e m i l e s and had an e s t i m a t e d 1975 

population of 298 , 500 , 11. 8 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the r e g i o n sugges t a p o s s i b l e population of 484 , 852 by 

the y e a r 2 0 0 0 , a 62 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion Dis t r ibut ion and Growth 

C h a r a c t e r i z e d by high m o u n t a i n s , open v a l l e y s , foo th i l l s and p l a i n s , the 

P i k e s P e a k reg ion i s the s t a t e ' s second m o s t populous r e g i o n . E l P a s o County 

i s highly urbanized and has the bulk of the r e g i o n ' s population while P a r k and 

T e l l e r count ies a r e s p a r s e l y populated. C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s i s the r e g i o n ' s m o s t 

populated urban a r e a with an e s t i m a t e d 1974 population of 1 7 5 , 7 4 3 . S m a l l c o m -

munit ies n e a r C o l o r a d o S p r i n g s , such a s Manitou Spr ings and Founta in , each 

have populations s l ight ly o v e r 5, 000 while the o t h e r s m a l l towns have populations 

usually l e s s than 1 , 0 0 0 . In a l l of P a r k County, f o r e x a m p l e , the population i s 

a m e r e 3 , 1 9 0 and T e l l e r County h a s a s l ight ly l a r g e r population with 5, 026 . The 

l a r g e s t c i ty in T e l l e r County i s Woodland P a r k with a population of 1 , 5 7 9 . F a s t e s t 

growing county is E l P a s o , due to heavi ly urbanized C o l o r a d o Spr ings and i ts 

surrounding s m a l l e r towns and c o m m u n i t i e s . 

A l i s t ing of the R e g i o n ' s f ive l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows: 

Community County 1974 Populat ion 

Colorado S p r i n g s E l P a s o 1 7 5 , 7 4 5 
C r i p p l e C r e e k T e l l e r 643 
Founta in E l P a s o 5 , 4 3 0 
Manitou S p r i n g s E l P a s o 4 , 3 5 6 
Woodland P a r k T e l l e r 1 , 5 7 9 

1/ An o f f i ce of the Div is ion a l r e a d y e x i s t s in th i s communi ty . 
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Region No. 4 

Populat ion f o r the Region and i ts count ies beginning with 1970 Census data 

i s pro jec ted at f i v e - y e a r in terva ls to the y e a r 2 0 0 0 . T h e Region should have 

a m o d e r a t e growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High S e r i e s and 

Low S e r i e s to provide an es t imated r a n g e of growth. 

T a b l e 1. Reg iona l & County Population P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2000 , High & Low S e r i e s 

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 
Region 4 L 

H 
2 4 1 , 4 7 3 

(Same) 
3 1 3 , 4 2 5 
3 1 8 , 4 4 7 

3 3 5 , 2 4 4 
3 4 5 , 3 9 4 

3 5 4 , 3 7 2 
3 7 5 , 5 5 8 

3 7 2 , 0 1 6 
4 0 9 , 1 6 3 

3 8 5 , 1 2 3 
4 4 3 , 8 9 0 

3 9 7 , 0 0 0 
4 8 4 , 8 5 2 

El Paso L 
H 

2 3 5 , 9 7 2 
(Same) 

3 0 6 , 0 4 5 
3 1 0 , 9 4 9 

3 2 7 , 1 6 6 
3 3 7 , 0 7 1 

3 4 5 , 7 3 6 
3 6 6 , 4 0 5 

3 6 2 , 8 4 7 
3 9 9 , 0 7 8 

3 7 5 , 5 7 8 
4 3 2 , 8 8 7 

3 8 7 , 1 0 6 
4 7 2 , 7 6 7 

Park L 
H 

2 , 1 8 5 
(Same) 

2 , 9 3 0 
2 , 9 7 7 

3 , 2 5 1 
3 , 3 5 0 

3 , 4 9 9 
3 , 7 0 8 

3 , 7 3 8 
4 , 1 1 2 

3 , 9 0 4 
4 , 5 0 0 

4 , 0 5 9 
4 , 9 5 8 

Teller L 
H 

3 , 3 1 6 
(Same) 

4 , 4 5 0 
4 , 5 2 1 

4 , 8 2 7 
4 , 9 7 3 

5 , 1 3 8 
5 , 4 4 5 

5 , 4 3 1 
5 , 9 7 4 

5 , 6 4 2 
6 , 5 0 3 

5 , 8 3 5 
7 , 1 2 7 

Educat ion 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and secondary school s y s t e m s , this 

Region is served by t h r e e higher learnin ing inst i tut ions for l i b e r a l a r t s , vocational , 

and technica l t ra in ing - Univers i ty of Colorado Extens ion C e n t e r , E l P a s o C o m -

munity Col lege , and Colorado Col lege . Situated north of Colorado Springs is the 

U . S . Ai r F o r c e A c a d e m y to which appointive cadets a r e a s s i g n e d . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

Government i s the l a r g e s t e m p l o y e r in the P i k e s P e a k Region, accounting 

for approximate ly 25 p e r c e n t of the work f o r c e . S e r v i c e s and wholesa le and 

r e t a i l t r a d e s a r e a l s o predominant in the reg ion due to the impact of m i l i t a r y 

ins ta l la t ions and a subs tant ia l t o u r i s t b u s i n e s s . 

In the l a s t ten to f i f teen y e a r s manufactur ing employment has outpaced 

the growth of o ther s e c t o r s in the r e g i o n ' s economy due to the heavy influx of 

e l e c t r o n i c s f i r m s and d ivers i f i ed indus t r ies such a s mining m a c h i n e r y , tools , 

and home f a b r i c a t i o n . 

2/ Colorado Population T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Divis ion, Graduate School of 
B u s i n e s s Adminis t ra t ion , U n i v e r s i t y of Colorado 



Region No. 4 

Mining, once predominant in the region i s c u r r e n t l y at a low l e v e l . 

A g r i c u l t u r e accounts f o r about one p e r c e n t of the r e g i o n ' s employment . 

F o r the past y e a r unemployment has hovered between s i x and seven percent 

of the l a b o r f o r c e . F luc tuat ions have been due p r i m a r i l y to an influx of people 

looking f o r work, a l a c k of j ob growth in a l l s e c t o r s of the r e g i o n ' s economy, 

the s e a s o n a l influx of students seeking employment , and the s e a s o n a l var ia t ion 

in a g r i c u l t u r e and cons t ruc t ion employment . Y o u n g e r people have been p a r t i c u l a r l y 

af fected by t h e s e e c o n o m i c f luctuat ions . 

At l a t e s t r e p o r t , August 1976 , a s igni f icant improvement in the job p ic ture 

began to appear due p r i m a r i l y to a s trengthened r e g i o n a l economy. 

T h e following c h a r t f o r the Colorado Spr ings SMSA ( E l P a s o and T e l l e r 

Count ies ) compiled by the D i v i s i o n ' s R e s e a r c h and A n a l y s i s Sect ion p r e s e n t a an 

overview of a m a j o r port ion of the r e g i o n ' s economy: 

COLORADO SPRINGS SMSA 
(El Paso and Teller counties) 

RESIDENT LABOR FORCE 

CHANGE FROM: 
AUG'76 JUL'76 AUG'75 Month Ago Year Ago 

Civilian Labor Force - 105,600 106,320 103,020 
6,310 7,460 6,640 

-720 
-1,150 

2,580 
-330 Unemployment 

Percent of Labor Force 6.0 7.0 6.4 
Total Employment -

Agriculture 
All Other Nonagricultural 
Nonagricultural Wage and Salary 

99,290 98,860 96,380 
1,760 1,870 1,760 
9,090 9,230 9,060 

88,440 87,760 85,560 

430 
- 110 
-140 
680 

2,910 
0 

30 
2,880 

NONAGRICULTURAL WAGE AND SALARY EMPLOYMENT 
(By Place of Work) 
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T h e r e g i o n ' s to ta l employment 3/ f o r 1976 totaled o v e r 105, 000 with an 

unemployment r a t e that hovered between s i x and s e v e n p e r c e n t . It a p p e a r s that 

p r e s e n t e m p l o y m e n t t r e n d s wi l l continue a s g o v e r n m e n t - i n d u s t r i a l - c o m m e r c i a l 

s e c t o r s cont inue to expand and a g r i c u l t u r e and mining wil l continue in a gradual 

d e c l i n e . 

T h e fol lowing c h a r t shows the c o m p o s i t i o n of the r e g i o n ' s 197 3 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e : 

R E G I O N 4 : 1 9 7 3 Civilian W o r k F o r c e : 9 6 , 6 5 6 

A g r i c u l t u r e 
& Mining 

Count ies in the Reg ion contr ibute to the R e g i o n ' s employment a s fo l lows : 

County Individuals E m p l o y e d P e r c e n t 

E l P a s o 
T e l l e r 
P a r k 
T o t a l 

66,021 
456 
189 

66, 666 

9 9 . 0 % 
. 7 % 
. 3 % 

4/ T o t a l R e g i o n Covered E m p l o y m e n t 4/ - T h i r d Q u a r t e r 1974 

3/ T o t a l E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l types of e m p l o y m e n t in both the public and 
p r i v a t e s e c t o r s . 

4/ C o v e r e d Employment r e f e r s to a l l types of e m p l o y m e n t " c o v e r e d " by the 
C o l o r a d o Employment S e c u r i t y A c t , usua l ly in the p r i v a t e s e c t o r . A c c o r d -
ingly, l o c a l government employment including t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d employment , 

c h a r i t a b l e organizat ions and the l ike a r e not c o v e r e d . 
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Conclusion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

As intimated throughout this r e p o r t . E l P a s o County is the c e n t e r of the 

r e g i o n ' s economy with T e l l e r County being a par t of the Colorado Springs SMSA. 

P a r k County, on the other hand, is s p a r s e l y populated and plays a m i n i m a l r o l e 

in the r e g i o n ' s economy, having at l a s t count (1st q u a r t e r 1976) only 65 covered 

e m p l o y e r s and an a v e r a g e of 189 e m p l o y e e s in covered employment . 

Accordingly , any r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s concerning job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s will 

b e d i rec ted toward E l P a s o County and the heavi ly urbanized Colorado Spr ings 

a r e a . T h e burgeoning population in and around Colorado Springs has given added 

i m p o r t a n c e to such communit ies a s Fountain , Secur i ty , Widefield, and Manitou 

S p r i n g s . T h e Fountain - Secur i ty - Widefield communi t i es , f o r example have a 

r e s i d e n c y that approaches 50, 000 p e r s o n s . Manitou Springs has a population 

in e x c e s s of 6, 000. 

At p r e s e n t the Division has one c e n t r a l l y located of f ice , plus a Casua l 

L a b o r Off ice , in Colorado Spr ings . T h i s main of f ice , at peak loads , has c a r r i e d 

a t r a f f i c a s high a s 900 applicants a day. Such t r a f f i c u n n e c e s s a r i l y burdens the 

of f ice and impedes its e f f i c iency at the s a m e t i m e . 

In o r d e r to o v e r c o m e t h e s e crowded conditions and at the s a m e t i m e b e t t e r 

s e r v e the public , the A r e a Manager is ini t iat ing a new s u b - o f f i c e in the north 

e a s t e r n s e c t i o n of the city at 1901 N. Union Avenue. T h i s s i te was s e l e c t e d b e c a u s e 

f indings of a survey indicated that th is was a s e c t i o n f r o m which g r e a t n u m b e r s 

of appl icants requi red job s e r v i c e s . It i s intended that this o f f i ce r e n d e r ful l ES 

and UI s e r v i c e s to the public . Such an of f i ce should not i n c r e a s e non p e r s o n a l 

c o s t s f o r the Colorado Springs of f ice i n a s m u c h a s the s e p a r a t e of f ice for Casua l 

L a b o r is being c losed and made a par t of the m a i n of f i ce . 
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L o n g e r r a n g e plans antic ipate that another sub o f f i ce should eventually 

b e insta l led at S e c u r i t y to s e r v e it and the surrounding c o m m u n i t i e s . Secur i ty 

is l a r g e l y a m i d d l e - c l a s s r e s i d e n c y a r e a whose population would benef i t f rom 

the a c c e s s i b i l i t y and s e r v i c e s provided by an o n - s i t e job s e r v i c e c e n t e r . 

Accord ing to 1976 population e s t i m a t e s , Manitou Spr ings now has a y e a r 

round population wel l in e x c e s s of 6, 000 p e r s o n s with a g r e a t expansion of popula-

t ion - and e c o n o m i c ac t iv i ty - during the t o u r i s t s e a s o n . A n a l y s i s of th is popula-

t ion i n c r e a s e and expanded economic ac t iv i ty r e v e a l s that a s e a s o n a l job s e r v i c e 

c e n t e r could r e n d e r a g r e a t s e r v i c e to th is communi ty through employment 

s e r v i c e a c t i v i t i e s . T h e Colorado Springs M a n a g e r f e e l s that such a s e a s o n a l 

of f ice would e a s i l y pay f o r i t se l f and contr ibute to the D i v i s i o n ' s o v e r a l l p l a c e -

ment e f for t . 

T h e i m m e d i a t e and long range plans f o r th i s Region a r e in agreement 

with the findings of th i s reg ional ana lys i s . The only addition to t h e s e plans 

i s the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n that a s e a s o n a l of f ice be s i tuated in Manitou Springs . 
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REGION NO. 6 - L O W E R ARKANSAS V A L L E Y 

Situated in a c o l o r f u l p a n o r a m a of ro l l ing p l a i n s in s o u t h e a s t e r n Colorado 

a r e t h e s i x count ies c o m p r i s i n g C o l o r a d o ' s P lanning R e g i o n No. 6, the L o w e r 

A r k a n s a s V a l l e y . T h e s e count ies - - Crowley , Kiowa, O t e r o , B e n t , P r o w e r s , 

and B a c a - - span 9, 500 s q u a r e m i l e s and had a 1974 population of 54, 750 , 2. 3 

p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the reg ion sugges t a p o s s i b l e populat ion of 8 7 , 1 0 5 by the 

y e a r 2 0 0 0 , a 59 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion Dis t r ibut ion and Growth 

F a s t e s t growing among t h e s e count ies i s P r o w e r s County. O t e r o County's 

population equaled 43 p e r c e n t of the r e g i o n in 1974 and P r o w e r s County is con-

s i d e r e d second l a r g e s t with 25 p e r c e n t of the populat ion. L e a s t populated of the 

c o u n t i e s in th i s reg ion is Kiowa County. 1/ 

In 1974 , 43 p e r c e n t of the r e g i o n ' s population l ived in four urban commun-

i t i e s s p a c e d along U . S . 50, and another 15 p e r c e n t of the population lived in s i x 

r u r a l n o n - f a r m c o m m u n i t i e s . A l i s t ing of the r e g i o n ' s 10 l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s 

fo l lows : 

C o m m u n i t y County Populat ion 2/ Commuting A r e a 
E a d s Kiowa 800 5 , 8 9 1 
F o w l e r O t e r o 1 , 2 4 4 3 1 , 4 3 4 
Holly 
L a Junta 
L a m a r 

P r o w e r s 1 , 0 0 0 1 5 , 0 5 0 Holly 
L a Junta 
L a m a r 

Otero 7 , 9 8 7 3 3 , 1 3 7 
Holly 
L a Junta 
L a m a r P r o w e r s 7 , 8 5 8 2 1 , 1 4 3 
L a s A n i m a s Bent 3 , 0 5 9 3 6 , 8 5 7 
Ordway 
R o c k y F o r d 

Crowley 1 , 0 1 2 2 8 , 1 1 6 Ordway 
R o c k y F o r d Otero 4 , 9 0 1 3 2 , 0 8 9 
Spr ingf ie ld B a c a 1 , 6 4 9 6 , 4 3 0 
W a l s h B a c a 1 , 0 4 6 5 , 6 5 0 

1/ S e e T a b l e 6 
2/ C o m m u t i n g A r e a r e f e r s to the surrounding a r e a populat ion that could t r a v e l 

t o the g e n e r a l v ic in i ty of a community f o r e m p l o y m e n t . A l s o , the Commuting 
A r e a s ' populat ions usual ly o v e r l a p f r o m one c o m m u n i t y a r e a to another , 
L a J u n t a and R o c k y F o r d , for e x a m p l e . 

3/ O f f i c e s of the Divis ion a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c i t i e s . 
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Populat ion f o r the region and its counties beginning with 1970 Census data 

4/ 

i s p r o j e c t e d at f i v e - y e a r in terva l s to the y e a r 2000 . The reg ion should have a 

m o d e r a t e growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High S e r i e s and Low 

S e r i e s to provide an e s t i m a t e d range of growth. 

T A B L E 1 
R e g i o n a l & County Populat ion P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2000 , High & Low S e r i e s 

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 
Region 6 L 5 4 , 0 6 3 

(Same) 
5 7 , 3 5 1 
5 8 , 4 8 2 

5 9 , 7 1 6 
6 2 , 1 1 9 

6 2 , 7 9 0 
6 7 , 3 4 5 

6 6 , 3 3 4 
7 3 , 8 6 9 

6 8 , 6 6 4 
8 0 , 4 6 0 

6 9 , 5 1 0 
8 7 , 1 0 5 

Baca L 5 , 6 7 4 
(Same) 

6 , 0 4 2 
6 , 1 6 1 

6 , 3 2 4 
6 , 5 7 9 

6 , 6 6 7 
7 , 1 5 1 

7 , 0 6 2 
7 , 8 6 4 

7 , 3 1 9 
8 , 5 7 7 

7 , 4 1 9 
9 , 2 9 8 

Bent L 6 , 4 9 3 
(Same) 

6 , 4 8 7 
6 , 6 1 5 

6 , 2 6 0 
6 , 5 1 2 

6 , 3 2 2 
6 , 7 8 1 

6 , 4 0 4 
7 , 1 3 2 

6 , 4 8 7 
7 , 6 0 2 

6 , 4 2 3 
8 , 0 5 1 

Crowley L 3 , 0 8 6 
(Same) 

3 , 4 4 4 
3 , 5 1 2 

3 , 7 9 2 
3 , 9 4 4 

4 , 0 9 5 
4 , 3 9 2 

4 , 4 4 1 
4 , 9 4 5 

4 , 6 5 6 
5 , 4 5 6 

4 , 7 7 3 
5 , 9 8 2 

Kiowa L 2 , 0 2 9 
(Same) 

2 , 1 2 2 
2 , 1 6 4 

2 , 1 8 6 
2 , 2 7 4 

2 , 2 8 6 
2 , 4 5 2 

2 , 4 0 2 
2 , 6 7 5 

2 , 4 8 0 
2 , 9 0 6 

2 , 5 0 3 
3 , 1 3 7 

Otero L 2 3 , 5 2 3 
(Same) 

2 4 , 7 8 2 
2 5 , 2 7 1 

2 5 , 6 6 2 
2 6 , 6 9 5 

2 6 , 9 0 9 
2 8 , 8 6 0 

2 8 , 3 4 9 
3 1 , 5 6 8 

2 9 , 3 0 4 
3 4 , 3 3 7 

2 9 , 6 2 4 
3 7 , 1 2 1 

Prowers L 

H 
1 3 , 2 5 8 
(Same) 

1 4 , 4 7 3 
1 4 , 7 5 9 

1 5 , 4 9 2 
1 6 , 1 1 5 

1 6 , 5 1 1 
1 7 , 7 0 3 

1 7 , 6 7 7 
1 9 , 6 8 4 

1 8 , 4 1 9 
2 1 , 5 8 2 

1 8 , 7 6 8 
2 3 , 5 1 7 

Education 

In addition to the n o r m a l e lementary and secondary school s y s t e m s , these 

c o m m u n i t i e s a r e s e r v e d by two higher learning inst i tutions for l i b e r a l a r t s , 

vocat iona l , and t e c h n i c a l t ra ining - L a m a r Community Col lege and Otero Junior 

C o l l e g e . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

Whi le the economy of the L o w e r A r k a n s a s Val ley has been h i s tor i ca l ly 

t ied to a g r i c u l t u r e , the reg ion is turning toward manufacturing in an effort to 

c r e a t e a m o r e ba lanced e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e and future . T h e r e g i o n ' s goals and 

t h o s e of a wide v a r i e t y of manufacturing and c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r p r i s e s a r e highly 

c o m p a t i b l e . 

4/ C o l o r a d o Populat ion T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Divis ion, Graduate School of 
B u s i n e s s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , Univers i ty of Colorado 
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5/ 

T h e r e g i o n ' s to ta l e m p l o y m e n t — f o r 1 9 7 4 was 22 , 354 with 4 , 3 1 9 e m p l o y e d 

in a g r i c u l t u r e , 15, 763 employed in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e and 2, 275 a s s e l f - e m p l o y e d 

and d o m e s t i c s . 6/ 

O v e r the 1 9 7 0 - 1 9 7 4 p e r i o d the a v e r a g e unemployment r a t e was 3 . 5 p e r c e n t . 

T h e following c h a r t s h o w s the c o m p o s i t i o n of the r e g i o n ' s 1 9 7 4 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e . 

FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 6 
PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 

1973 

Source: Colorado: A Regional Approach, 1975, Colorado Division of Commerce 
and Development, Denver, Colorado. 

5/ T o t a l E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l t y p e s of e m p l o y m e n t in both the p u b l i c and 
p r i v a t e s e c t o r s . 

6/ S e e T a b l e 13 
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Counties in the region contr ibute to the R e g i o n ' s employment as fo l lows: 

County Individuals Employed P e r c e n t 

B a c a 
Bent 
Crowley 
Kiowa 
Otero 
P r o w e r s 

5 , 5 3 5 
2 , 8 3 8 

502 
360 
270 
138 

5 . 2 % 
3 . 7 % 
2.8% 
1 . 4 % 

5 7 . 4 % 
2 9 . 4 % 

A r e a Total 9 , 6 4 3 

T o t a l Region Covered Employment 7/ - T h i r d Q u a r t e r 1974 

7/ Covered Employment r e f e r s to a l l types of employment " c o v e r e d " by the 
Colorado Employment S e c u r i t y A c t , usual ly in the private s e c t o r . A c c o r d -
ingly, government employment including t e a c h e r s , ra i l road employment , 
c h a r i t a b l e organizat ions and the l ike a r e not covered . 

P r e s e n t l y serving this s i x county a r e a a r e three Division J o b S e r v i c e 

C e n t e r s - L a Junta, L a m a r , and R o c k y F o r d , a l l spaced along U . S . 50. It is 

to be r e c a l l e d that t h e s e t h r e e o f f i c e s , while serv ing the ent i re reg ion , a r e 

located in the reg ion ' s two m o s t heavi ly populated counties , Otero and P r o w e r s . 

A lso , it is in this a r e a that the g r e a t e s t number of i n d u s t r i a l - c o m m e r c i a l e s t a b -

l i s h m e n t s a r e situated. 

T h e r e is no question about the locat ion and s e r v i c e s rendered by the L a m a r 

J o b S e r v i c e Center , what with i ts s e r v i n g a commuting a r e a population of 21, 143 

and over 500 covered e m p l o y e r s . In addition to being located approximate ly 

60 m i l e s f rom La Junta , it i s the only J o b S e r v i c e Center the Divis ion has in 

th is southeastern sect ion of the s t a t e . 

Some question a r i s e s , however , concern ing the ex i s tence of the two fu l l -

s e r v i c e of f ices situated j u s t 14 m i l e s apar t , R o c k y Ford and L a Junta . Serv ing 

e s s e n t i a l l y the s a m e commuting a r e a population of 33, 137 and the s a m e a r e a 

Conclusion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
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e m p l o y e r s it a p p e a r s that these two of f i ces dupl icate s e r v i c e s and i n c r e a s e the 

D i v i s i o n ' s p e r s o n a l and non-persona l c o s t s . F u r t h e r m o r e , c e r t a i n s e r v i c e s 

a r e shared between the two o f f i ces , the Rocky F o r d C E T A staf f s e r v i n g L a Junta 

and the L a Junta WIN staf f serving Rocky F o r d . A l s o , the J o b C o r p s function 

is s e r v i n g both o f f i c e s by an i t inerant s p e c i a l i s t . And l a s t l y , the Unemployment 

Insurance function in both o f f i ces is served by P e r m a n e n t P a r t - t i m e employees . 

L a J u n t a i s s taf fed with nine p e r s o n s and R o c k y F o r d with s i x ; and the 

l e a s e cos t of the L a Junta off ice being $5, 332 f o r F i s c a l Y e a r 1977, while the 

l e a s e c o s t f o r R o c k y F o r d is $4, 244 f o r the s a m e per iod . 

It would appear that a consol idation of t h e s e o f f i c e s into one fac i l i ty would 

make a s i z a b l e contr ibution to reducing budgetary out lays , not only in off ice 

s p a c e c o s t s but in s taf f ing. It is felt that staff ing could be reduced f r o m a total 

of 15 f o r the two o f f i c e s to 11 or 12 - e l iminat ing one m a n a g e r , c l e r k s and an 

ESR l e v e l . Then the f a c i l i t y cost would be l e s s in one insta l la t ion, par t i cu lar ly 

if housed in the L a Junta a r e a where square footage c o s t s a r e m o r e than 50 

p e r c e n t l e s s than the R o c k y F o r d c o s t s . 

Another benef i t of th is consolidation would be the staff ing of the Unemploy-

ment I n s u r a n c e function with a f u l l - t i m e employee r a t h e r than the p r e s e n t 

permanent p a r t - t i m e staf f ing. It would appear that the f u l l - t i m e employee would 

be a l l the m o r e knowledgeable for render ing b e t t e r s e r v i c e and poss ib ly c o n t r i -

bute to m o r e e c o n o m i c a l personne l c o s t s . 

It i s p o s s i b l e , if such an off ice consol idat ion i s undertaken, that a 

s e r v i c e such a s J I S could be maintained in a s h a r e d f a c i l i t y and be s e r v i c e d by 

a c o n t r a c t e d volunteer organizat ion. T r a i n e d in employment s e r v i c e se lec t ion 

and r e f e r r a l t echniques and r e c o r d - k e e p i n g p r o c e d u r e s , th is volunteer - J I S 

s e r v i c e b e c o m e s a par t of the overa l l J o b Bank s y s t e m - and usual ly at no cos t 
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to the Divis ion. 

Considering the p r o j e c t e d r a t e of growth for O t e r o County f r o m 25, 000 

population in 1975 to a p p r o x i m a t e l y 31 , 000 (an a v e r a g e of the high and low s e r i e s ) 

in 2 0 0 0 , it would appear that the county would e x p e r i e n c e a m o d e r a t e growth f o r 

the per iod . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h i s m o d e r a t e growth would not unduly s t r a i n the 

s e r v i c e s to be r e n d e r e d by the Div is ion through the r e c o m m e n d e d s i n g l e f a c i l i t y . 
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TABLE 6 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 6 
ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

Total Population Number of Households Number of Families 
County 1970 1974 Change 1970 1974 Change 1970 1974 Change 

Baca 5,674 5,690 16 1,938 2,010 72 1,530 1,590 60 

Bent 6,493 6,460 - 33 1,941 2,000 59 1,521 1,570 49 

Crowley 3,086 2,960 -126 1,083 1,080 - 3 841 840 - 1 

Kiowa 2,029 2,090 61 686 730 44 562 600- 38 

Otero 23,523 23,660 137 7,277 7,580 303 5,776 6,010 234 

Prowers 13,258 13,890 632 4,151 4,500 349 3,280 3,550 270 

Region 
Total 54,063 54,750 687 17,076 17,900 824 13,510 14,160 650 

Source: Housing in Colorado: April 1, 1974, Colorado Division of Housing and Colorado Division of Planning, 
Department of Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado. 



TABLE 13 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 6 
ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

1970-1974 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

1970-1974 

# 
Increase 

% 

Civilian Labor Force
 a 

21,774 21,192 21,951 23,099 23,109 1,335 6.1% 

Unemployment 790 882 763 763 755 -35 -4.4 

Percent of Labor Force 3.6 3.9 3.5 3.3 3.3 - -

Total Employment b 20,984 20,370 21,188 22,336 22,354 1,370 6.5 

Agriculture 4,839 4,187 4,049 4,463 4,319 -520 -10.7 

Non-agricultural Wage and Salary 13,912 13,934 14,820 15,529 15,763 1,851 13.3 

All Other Non-agricultural
 c 

2,233 2,249 2,319 2,344 2,275 42 1.9 

a 
Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job-holding and commuting. 

b Includes resident non-agricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-employed, unpaid 

family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. 

Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestics. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, July 1975. 



R E G I O N NO. 7 - SPANISH P E A K S 

Situated in the s o u t h - c e n t r a l port ion of the s t a t e a r e t h r e e count ies c o m -

pr is ing C o l o r a d o ' s P lanning R e g i o n No. 7, T h e Spanish P e a k s . T h e s e count ies -

Pueblo , Huerfano, and L a s A n i m a s - span 8 , 7 3 3 s q u a r e m i l e s and had a 1975 

population of 148, 000 , 5. 9 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the R e g i o n sugges t a p o s s i b l e populat ion of 218 , 868 by the 

y e a r 2000 , a 48 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Popula t ion Dis t r ibut ion and Growth 

P u e b l o County with i t s m a j o r m e t r o p o l i t a n - i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r , the City 

of Pueblo , i s the l a r g e s t of the t h r e e count ies of the R e g i o n having a 1974 popu-

lation of 105, 914, c o m p r i s i n g 70 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s population. T r i n i d a d 

and Walsenburg a r e two of the o ther l a r g e r c i t i e s in the a r e a . Eight r u r a l , non-

f a r m c o m m u n i t i e s m a k e up another two p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s population. 

P u e b l o County e x p e r i e n c e d the g r e a t e s t r a t e of growth in population 

between 1970 and 1 9 7 4 . L a s A n i m a s County is the second l a r g e s t , equaling 11 per-

cent . Huerfano County is the l e a s t populated among the R e g i o n ' s count ies , with 

a 1974 population of 6, 6 0 0 . 

A l i s t ing of the R e g i o n ' s f ive l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows : 1/ 

2/ Community County Populat ion Commuting A r e a 

P u e b l o 1/ P u e b l o 1 0 5 , 9 1 4 1 5 5 , 2 6 0 
Tr in idad 1/ L a s A n i m a s 1 0 , 2 8 0 3 6 , 1 8 4 
W a l s e n b u r g 3/ Huerfano 4 , 3 8 0 1 8 , 0 2 0 
A g u i l a r L a s A n i m a s 706 3 6 , 1 8 4 
L a Veta Huerfano 594 1 8 , 0 2 0 

1/ See T a b l e 7 
2/ Commuting A r e a r e f e r s to the surrounding a r e a populat ion that could t r a v e l 

to the g e n e r a l v i c in i ty of a communi ty for e m p l o y m e n t . A l s o , the Commuting 
A r e a s ' populat ions usua l ly o v e r l a p f r o m one c o m m u n i t y a r e a to another , 
Tr in idad and A g u i l a r , f o r e x a m p l e . 

3/ O f f i c e s of the Div i s ion a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c i t i e s . 
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Region No. 4 

Population for the R e g i o n and its counties beginning with 1970 c e n s u s data 

4/ 

i s p r o j e c t e d at f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s to the y e a r 2000 .— The Region should have 

a s igni f i cant growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High S e r i e s and 

Low S e r i e s to provide an e s t i m a t e d range of growth 
T a b l e I 

Regional and County Population Projections, 1970 to 2000, High & Low Series 

1 9 7 0 1 9 7 5 1 9 8 0 1 9 8 5 1 9 9 0 1 9 9 5 2000 

Region 7 L 140 ,572 1 4 7 , 2 8 4 1 5 1 , 4 4 4 157,541 1 6 5 , 3 9 6 1 7 0 , 3 1 9 170 633 
H (Same) 1 5 0 , 3 7 5 1 5 8 , 0 3 8 170 ,020 185 ,977 2 0 2 , 5 4 6 218 868 

Huerfano L 6 , 5 2 3 6 , 7 0 4 6 , 8 0 5 7,035 7,337 7,530 7,522 
H (Same) 6 , 8 4 5 7 , 1 0 2 7 ,591 8 , 2 4 8 8 , 9 5 3 9 ,642 

Las Animas L 15 ,744 1 6 , 0 3 8 1 5 , 9 1 5 16 ,256 1 6 , 7 5 0 1 7 , 0 8 6 1 6 , 9 5 5 
H (Same) 1 6 , 3 7 4 16 ,607 17,541 18 ,832 2 0 , 3 1 5 2 1 , 7 4 3 

Pueblo L 1 1 8 , 2 3 8 1 2 4 , 5 4 2 1 2 8 , 7 2 3 134 ,251 1 4 1 , 3 0 8 1 4 5 , 7 0 2 146 ,159 
H (Same) 1 2 7 , 1 5 6 1 3 4 , 3 2 9 144 ,888 158 ,897 1 7 3 , 2 7 8 187 ,483 

Educat ion 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and secondary school s y s t e m s , t h e s e 

c o m m u n i t i e s a r e served by four h igher l earn ing inst i tut ions for l i b e r a l a r t s , 

vocat ional , and technica l t r a i n i n g - Pueblo D i s t r i c t 60 High School, Univers i ty of 

Southern Colorado, Midwest B u s i n e s s Col lege , and Trinidad State J u n i o r Col lege . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

T h e Spanish P e a k s , and notably Pueblo County, is the m o s t industr ia l ized 

Region in the s tate . In 1974 , 16. 0 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s labor f o r c e worked 

in manufactur ing. Other m a j o r e m p l o y e r s include the Pueblo A r m y Depot; U . S . 

D e p a r t m e n t of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ; U. S . Government Pr int ing Office; and the Colo-

rado Sta te Hospital . 

Pueblo County i s the m o s t d ivers i f i ed county in the Region with industr ia l , 

c o m m e r c i a l , agr i cu l tura l , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and r e c r e a t i o n e n t e r p r i s e s being c h a r a c -

t e r i s t i c of i ts economic l i f e . It has h i s t o r i c a l l y served a s the hub of e c o n o m i c 

ac t iv i ty f o r south c e n t r a l and s o u t h e a s t e r n Colorado. 

4/ Colorado Population T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Divis ion, Graduate School of 
B u s i n e s s Adminis trat ion, U n i v e r s i t y of Colorado 
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R e g i o n No. 4 

A g r i c u l t u r e has t r a d i t i o n a l l y played a m i n o r r o l e in the S p a n i s h P e a k s 

r e g i o n a l e c o n o m y . A s u r b a n and i n d u s t r i a l d e v e l o p m e n t cont inue , t h i s s e c t o r 

c a n b e expec ted to d e c l i n e f u r t h e r in r e l a t i v e i m p o r t a n c e . 

T h e R e g i o n ' s t o t a l e m p l o y m e n t 5/ f o r 1 9 7 4 to ta led 5 3 , 6 6 0 with 1 , 9 4 0 

e m p l o y e d in a g r i c u l t u r e and 5 1 , 7 2 0 e m p l o y e d in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e e n t e r p r i s e s . 6/ 

E m p l o y m e n t t r e n d s i n d i c a t e s l i g h t c h a n g e s in t o t a l e m p l o y m e n t d i s t r i b u t i o n with 

s o m e p o s s i b l e d e c l i n e in t h e a g r i c u l t u r e s e c t o r and s o m e i n c r e a s e in the 

i n d u s t r i a l - c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r . 

T h e fol lowing c h a r t s h o w s the c o m p o s i t i o n of the r e g i o n ' s 1 9 7 4 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e : 

FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 7 

PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 

1974 

Source: Colorado: A Regional Approach, 1975, Colorado Divi-

sion of Commerce and Development, Denver, Colorado. 

5/ T o t a l E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l t y p e s of e m p l o y m e n t in both the p u b l i c 
and p r i v a t e s e c t o r s . 

6/ S e e T a b l e 14 
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R e g i o n No. 4 

Count ies in the Region contribute to the R e g i o n ' s employment as fol lows: 

County Individuals Employed P e r c e n t 

Huerfano 717 2 . 0 % 
L a s Animas 2 , 6 9 0 7 . 3 % 
Pueb lo 3 3 , 4 0 4 9 1 . 0 % 
A r e a T o t a l 3 6 , 8 1 1 

T o t a l R e g i o n Covered Employment 7/ - Th i rd Q u a r t e r 1974 

7/ C o v e r e d Employment r e f e r s to a l l types of employment " c o v e r e d " by the 
Colorado Employment Secur i ty Act , usually in the pr ivate s e c t o r . A c c o r d i n g l y 
ingly, government employment including t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d employment, 
c h a r i t a b l e organizat ions and the l ike a r e not c o v e r e d . 

Conclusion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

Al l indicat ions for this Region suggest that m o d e r a t e growth will continue 

to b e the pat tern f o r the next twenty-f ive y e a r s . T h i s growth will be c h a r a c t e r -

ized by gradual population i n c r e a s e s and a corresponding growth in industr ia l -

c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r p r i s e s . Growth p a t t e r n s within the Region will follow past 

t r e n d s where in Pueblo County exper ienced the g r e a t e s t r a t e of growth and the 

two s m a l l e r counties grew at a l e s s e r r a t e . No d r a m a t i c change in the R e g i o n ' s 

industr ia l -populat ion prof i le is ant ic ipated. 

Divis ion o f f i ces a r e a l ready s i tuated in the m a j o r urban a r e a s , Pueblo, 

T r i n i d a d and Walsenburg, with Walsenburg being a s u b - o f f i c e under T r i n i d a d ' s 

m a n a g e m e n t . The rat ionale for the p r e s e n t W a l s e n b u r g s u b - o f f i c e status r e s t s 

on i ts p a s t work-load attainment in not being able to jus t i fy a full s e r v i c e staff . 

T h i s low at ta inment r e c o r d is m o r e readi ly unders tandable when it i s rea l ized 

that the e c o n o m i c act ivi ty s imply i s not t h e r e to be s e r v i c e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , the 

population concentra t ion in this urban a r e a - 4 , 3 8 0 in 1974 - indicates that the 

D i v i s i o n should continue to r e n d e r s o m e type of s e r v i c e and sub-of f i ce s tatus 

which a p p e a r s to m e e t that need. Populat ion p r o j e c t i o n s f o r the next f ive y e a r s 
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R e g i o n No. 4 

do not s e e m to indicate any need to change this s u b - o f f i c e s tatus . 

Tr in idad is p r o j e c t e d to at ta in a s low and gradual growth in the next f ive 

to twenty- f ive y e a r s . L a s A n i m a s County's population i s pro jec ted to i n c r e a s e 

at the m a x i m u m by approx imate ly 6, 000 in the next twenty-f ive y e a r s . Such a 

m o d e r a t e growth m e r e l y a s s u r e s that the p r e s e n t f u l l - s e r v i c e status of th is o f f i ce 

should b e maintained and that the p r e s e n t staff ing complement should be able to 

r e n d e r adequate s e r v i c e s without f u r t h e r expansion. 

A s has been indicated, Pueb lo County i s the m o s t divers i f ied and heavi ly 

populated county in the Reg ion . And it i s in th is county that the g r e a t e s t popula-

t ion i n c r e a s e s and economic expansion a r e ant ic ipated. 

An analys is of the county ' s population t r e n d s , unemployment pat tern , 

l a b o r composit ion and expansion indica tes a m o d e r a t e growth that can b e adequately 

s e r v i c e d by the present P u e b l o J o b S e r v i c e C e n t e r . The Center is s t r a t e g i c a l l y 

s i tuated in the c i ty ' s downtown a r e a and this main off ice appears to be a c c e s s i b l e 

to i n t e r e s t e d job s e e k e r s and e m p l o y e r s . The need for a sub-o f f i ce or s a t e l l i t e 

o f f i c e s was explored and it was determined that a r e a growth for the immedia te 

future (the next five y e a r s ) would not r e q u i r e the es tab l i shment of such o f f i c e s . 
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TABLE 7 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 7 

ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1 9 7 4
a 

Huerfano Las Animas Pueblo Region 
County County County Total 

Total Population 

1970 6,590 15,744 118,238 140,572 
1974 6,600 16,000 125,000 147,600 
Change 10 256 6,762 7,028 

Number of Households 
1970 2,205 5,084 35,373 42,662 
1974 2,285 5,332 38,619 46,236 
Change 80 248 3,246 3,574 

Number of Families 

1970 1,684 3,827 28,782 34,293 
1974 1,744 4,009 31,421 37,174 
Change 60 182 2,639 2,881 

1974 population data is preliminary estimates subject to upward revisions. 

Estimated by Business Research Division based upon source data. 

Source: "Regional and County Population E s t i m a t e s — 1 9 7 3 and 1974," Colorado 
Population Trends, Vol. 4, N o . 1, Winter 1975, Colorado Division of 
Planning, Denver, Colorado; and Housing in Colorado: Current Inven-
tory and Needs, April 1, 1974, Colorado State Housing Board and Di-
vision of Housing, Department of Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado; 
and Colorado Division of Planning, Denver, Colorado. 
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TABLE 14 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 7 

ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

1970-1974 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

1970-1974 

Number 
Increase 

% 
a 

Civilian Labor Force 50,498 50,098 53,712 55,756 56,320 5,822 11.5% 

Unemployment 2,368 2,342 2,237 2,337 2,660 292 12.3 

% of Labor Force 4.7% 4.7% 4.2% 4.2% 4.7% - -

Total Employment b 48,130 47,756 51,475 53,419 53,660 5,530 11.5 

Agriculture 2,178 1,873 1,804 1,996 1,940 -238 -10.9 

Non-Agricultural Wage and Salary 42,392 42,315 45,939 47,694 48,119 5,727 13.5 

All Other Non-Agricultural
C 

3,560 3,568 3,732 3,729 3,601 41 1.2 

Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job-holding and commuting. 

Includes resident non-agricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-employed, unpaid 
family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. 

Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestics. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, November 1974 and June 1975. 



REGION NO. 8 - SAN L U I S V A L L E Y 

Situated in the s o u t h - c e n t r a l port ion of the s t a t e a r e s i x count ies c o m p r i s i n g 

C o l o r a d o ' s Planning R e g i o n No. 8, The San L u i s V a l l e y . T h e s e count ies , Saguache, 

M i n e r a l , R i o Grande , A l a m o s a , C o n e j o s , and C o s t i l l a span 8 , 1 8 0 s q u a r e m i l e s 

and had a 1974 population of 39, 361 , 1. 6 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the r e g i o n suggest a p o s s i b l e populat ion of 52, 491 by the 

y e a r 2 0 0 0 , a 33 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion Dis t r ibut ion and Growth 

F a s t e s t growing among t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s i s A l a m o s a County, a l s o having 

the l a r g e s t county population in the a r e a , 31 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n . R i o Grande 

h a s the s e c o n d l a r g e s t population, 28 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n . L e a s t populated 

among the R e g i o n ' s s i x count ies is M i n e r a l County with a 1975 population of 866 . 

In the 1 9 7 0 - 7 4 per iod , the Reg ion e x p e r i e n c e d a 12 p e r c e n t population growth. 

O n e - t h i r d of the R e g i o n ' s population l ived in the two urban c o m m u n i t i e s 

of A l a m o s a and Monte V i s t a , along US 160 . F i f t e e n r u r a l , n o n - f a r m c o m m u n i t i e s 

m a k e up another 29 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s population. 

A l i s t i n g of the R e g i o n ' s 11 l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s f o l l o w s : 1/ 

C o m m u n i t y 
1/ 

County 1974 Populat ion Commuting 
A l a m o s a 1/ A l a m o s a 7 , 3 7 7 3 5 , 3 9 7 
Antonito C o n e j o s 1 , 2 0 0 2 0 , 2 6 7 
C e n t e r Saguache 1 , 5 0 0 2 7 , 0 5 6 
C r e e d e M i n e r a l 700 866 
D e l Norte R i o Grande 1, 575 2 6 , 9 4 0 
L a J a r a C o n e j o s 800 2 5 , 5 1 1 
M a n a s s a C o n e j o s 900 1 4 , 3 4 2 
Monte Vis ta R i o Grande 3, 954 33, 633 
S a g u a c h e Saguache 700 6 , 7 5 6 
Sanford C o n e j o s 655 1 4 , 3 4 2 
S a n L u i s C o s t i l l a 1 , 1 0 0 1 1 , 5 9 4 

1/ S e e T a b l e 7 
2/ C o m m u t i n g A r e a r e f e r s to the surrounding a r e a populat ion that could t r a v e l 

to t h e g e n e r a l v i c i n i t y of a s p e c i f i c communi ty f o r e m p l o y m e n t . A l s o , the 
c o m m u t i n g a r e a ' s populations usual ly o v e r l a p f r o m one communi ty a r e a 
to a n o t h e r , A l a m o s a and Monte V i s t a , f o r e x a m p l e . 

3/ O f f i c e of the Div is ion a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s . 
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Populat ion for the Region and i ts count ies beginning with 1970 census 

4/ 

data is p r o j e c t e d at f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s to the y e a r 2 0 0 0 . T h e Region should 

have a s low and gradual growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High 

S e r i e s and L o w S e r i e s to provide an es t imated r a n g e of growth. 

T a b l e 1 
R e g i o n a l and County Population P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2000 , High & Low S e r i e s 

1 9 7 0 1 9 7 5 1 9 8 0 1 9 8 5 1 9 9 0 1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 

Region 8 L 3 7 , 4 6 6 4 2 , 0 1 3 4 3 , 7 4 2 4 6 , 2 0 5 4 9 , 2 4 6 5 1 , 4 1 6 5 2 4 9 2 

H (Same) 4 2 , 8 1 0 4 5 , 3 9 6 4 9 , 4 1 7 5 4 , 5 8 2 5 9 , 7 8 5 6 4 , 9 7 6 

Alamosa L 1 1 , 4 2 2 1 3 , 2 1 8 1 4 , 1 0 1 1 5 , 0 7 3 1 6 , 2 5 3 1 7 , 0 6 7 1 7 , 5 2 4 

H (Same) 1 3 , 4 6 9 1 4 , 6 3 5 1 6 , 1 2 1 1 8 , 0 1 4 1 9 , 8 4 5 2 1 , 6 9 3 

Cone jos L 7 , 8 4 6 9 , 0 3 1 9 , 7 1 3 1 0 , 4 2 4 1 1 , 2 8 6 1 1 , 8 7 6 1 2 , 2 1 8 

H (Same) 9 , 2 0 2 1 0 , 0 8 0 1 1 , 1 4 8 1 2 , 5 0 9 1 3 , 8 0 9 1 5 , 1 2 4 

Cost i l la L 3 , 0 9 1 3 , 5 4 1 3 , 8 0 5 4 , 0 8 2 4 , 4 1 8 4 , 6 4 8 4 7 8 1 

H (Same) 3 , 6 0 8 3 , 9 4 9 4 , 3 6 6 4 , 8 9 6 5 , 4 0 4 5 , 9 1 7 

Mineral L 7 8 6 8 6 6 8 5 8 8 8 3 9 1 6 9 4 4 9 5 1 

H (Same) 8 8 2 8 9 0 9 4 4 1 , 0 1 6 1 , 0 9 8 1 , 1 7 7 

Rio Grande L 1 0 , 4 9 4 1 1 , 2 3 9 1 1 , 1 7 0 1 1 , 5 1 9 1 1 , 9 8 0 1 2 , 3 5 2 12 4 5 2 

H (Same) 1 1 , 4 5 2 1 1 , 5 9 2 1 2 , 3 2 0 1 3 , 2 7 8 1 4 , 3 6 3 1 5 , 4 1 4 

S a g u a c h e L 3 , 8 2 7 4 , 1 1 9 4 , 0 9 5 4 , 2 2 3 4 , 3 9 3 4 , 5 3 0 4 5 5 6 

H (Same) 4 , 1 9 7 4 , 2 5 0 4 , 5 1 7 4 , 8 6 9 5 , 2 6 7 5,652 

Educat ion 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and s e c o n d a r y school s y s t e m s , these 

c o m m u n i t i e s a r e served by two higher l earn ing inst i tut ions f o r l i b e r a l a r t s , 

vocat ional , and t e c h n i c a l t ra ining - - Adams State Col lege , and San Luis Val ley 

A r e a Voca t iona l School . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

T h e San L u i s Va l ley has been p r i m a r i l y an a g r i c u l t u r a l a r e a . Agr icul ture , 

until r e c e n t l y , has been the r e g i o n ' s l a r g e s t e m p l o y e r , and s t i l l employs a lmost 

one- f i f th of the r e g i o n ' s work f o r c e . M a j o r f ie ld c r o p s produced include potatoes , 

l e t t u c e , sp inach , cabbage , c a r r o t s , and b a r l e y . Cat t le , s t o c k sheep, hogs, and 

pigs a r e a l s o r a i s e d on the R e g i o n ' s f a r m s . 

4/ C o l o r a d o Populat ion T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Divis ion, Graduate School 
of B u s i n e s s Adminis t ra t ion , Univers i ty of Colorado 
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Manufactur ing , w h i l e employing only s i x p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s labor 

force in 1974, is the m o s t rapidly expanding s e c t o r of i t s economy. Between 

1970 and 1974, manufactur ing employment i n c r e a s e d by 65 p e r c e n t , which was 

four t i m e s the i n c r e a s e in the R e g i o n ' s work f o r c e . 

5/ 

T o t a l employment in the San L u i s Val ley was 1 5 , 9 6 9 in 1974, while 

unemployment was 638 , or 3. 8 percent of the r e s i d e n t l a b o r f o r c e . In Cone jos , 

Cost i l la , and Saguache count ies , however , unemployment has continued to be 

est imated in the 6. 0 p e r c e n t range , and has been as high a s 6. 7 p e r c e n t in r e c e n t 

y e a r s . 

F o u r t e e n p e r c e n t of those who l ive in the region commuted to other a r e a s 

for work. L a b o r f o r c e par t i c ipat ion r a t e s in the region for both men and women 

a r e low - 70 p e r c e n t f o r men and 36 p e r c e n t f o r women compared to 81 and 45 

percent , r e s p e c t i v e l y , in the s t a t e ' s metropol i tan a r e a s . The low part ic ipat ion 

rate for men was par t ly accounted for by the high proport ion of adult men who 

were above age 65 in the San L u i s Val ley , 15 percent , compared with 12 percent 

s ta te -wide , i t se l f a symptom of the outmigrat ion of younger men caused by the 

low level of opportunity. 

G r e a t e s t i n c r e a s e s in employment in the region o c c u r r e d in government , 

wholesale and r e t a i l t r a d e , s e r v i c e s and manufactur ing, while mining employment 

declined. 

5/ Total E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l types of employment in both the public and 
private s e c t o r s . 

6/ See T a b l e 14 
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R e g i o n No. 8 

T h e fol lowing c h a r t s h o w s the c o m p o s i t i o n of t h e r e g i o n ' s 1974 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e : 

FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION N O . 8 
PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF RESIDENT CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 

1974 

Source: Colorado: A Regional Approach, 1975, Colorado Divi-

sion of Commerce and Development, Denver, Colorado. 

Count ies in the R e g i o n c o n t r i b u t e to the R e g i o n ' s e m p l o y m e n t a s f o l l o w s : 

County Individuals E m p l o y e d P e r c e n t 

A l a m o s a 2 , 9 4 0 4 7 . 5 % 
C o n e j o s 642 1 0 . 4 % 
C o s t i l l a 161 2 . 6 % 
M i n e r a l 222 3 . 6 % 
R i o G r a n d e 2 , 0 1 8 3 2 . 6 % 
Saguache 2 1 0 3 . 4 % 
A r e a T o t a l 6 , 1 9 3 

T o t a l R e g i o n C o v e r e d E m p l o y m e n t — 7 / - T h i r d Q u a r t e r 1 9 7 4 

7/ C o v e r e d E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s t o a l l t y p e s of e m p l o y m e n t " c o v e r e d " b y the 
C o l o r a d o E m p l o y m e n t S e c u r i t y A c t , u s u a l l y in the p r i v a t e s e c t o r . A c c o r d i n g l y 
ingly, g o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y m e n t inc luding t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d e m p l o y m e n t , 
c h a r i t a b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t h e l i k e a r e not c o v e r e d . 
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Conclusion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

F u n d a m e n t a l to any economic a n a l y s i s of the San L u i s Val ley is the a r e a ' s 

s p a r s e population, i ts r e l a t i v e l y slow population and industry growth, and its 

low l e v e l of j o b opportunity. In fact , in an e f for t to s t i m u l a t e growth and employ-

ment , t h r e e of the r e g i o n ' s counties - Cone jos , C o s t i l l a , and Saguache - have 

been designated by the U . S . E c o n o m i c Development Adminis t ra t ion (EDA) a s 

e l ig ib le f o r f e d e r a l redevelopment grants , loans , and t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e . 

Serv ing the employment needs of this r e g i o n a r e two Divis ion J o b S e r v i c e 

C e n t e r s , one at A l a m o s a and the other j u s t seventeen m i l e s to the nor th-west on 

US 160 at Monte V i s t a . T h e s e two of f i ces a r e s i tuated in the r e g i o n ' s g r e a t e s t 

population density and combined population of m o r e than 1 1 , 0 0 0 in these two 

c i t i e s and serv ing a commuting a r e a population of m o r e than 35, 000. 

T h e l a r g e r of the two of f ices is A l a m o s a , s e r v i n g a population of m o r e 

than 7, 000 , while Monte Vis ta s e r v e s approx imate ly 4, 000. Correspondingly, 

A l a m o s a has the l a r g e r s ta f f of nine cer t i f i ed e m p l o y e e s as opposed to five for 

Monte V i s t a . E a c h of f ice u s e s CETA T i t l e VI e m p l o y e e s and the A l a m o s a office 

f u r n i s h e s a WIN and J o b C o r p s i t inerant s e r v i c e to the Monte Vis ta Off ice. 

E v e n though Monte Vis ta makes a valuable p l a c e m e n t contribution through 

i ts s e r v i c e s , it would appear the same p l a c e m e n t r e s u l t s could be obtained at 

l e s s p e r s o n a l c o s t to the Divis ion if Monte Vis ta w e r e reduced to the status of 

a s u b - o f f i c e under the m a n a g e m e n t of the A l a m o s a Of f i ce . F u r t h e r m o r e , it is 

be l ieved that n o n - p e r s o n a l c o s t s could be reduced a s a Monte Vis ta sub-of f i ce 

i s housed in a s m a l l e r f a c i l i t y . 

- 59 -



Region No. 8 

An al ternat ive to the Monte V i s t a s u b - o f f i c e s tatus is the c los ing of the 

Monte Vis ta Office and ass igning the remain ing staff to the A l a m o s a Off ice 

thus giving Alamosa the s o l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and capabi l i ty of serv ing the e n t i r e 

a r e a . 

In view of the population dis t r ibut ion in the region and i ts industry p r o f i l e 

no other o f f i ces of the Divis ion a r e n e c e s s a r y to s e r v e the a r e a . 
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TABLE 7 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION N O . 8 
ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

County 

Total Population Number of Households Number of Families 

County 1970 1974 Change 1970 1974
a 

Change 1970 1974 Change 

Alamosa County 11,422 12,200 778 3,285 3,607 322 2,643 2,932 289 

Conejos County 7,846 8,230 384 1,980 2,133 153 1,735 1,850 115 

Costilla County 3,091 3,150 59 826 863 37 674 737 63 

Mineral/County 
/ 

786 831 45 254 274 20 244 252 8 

Rio Grande County 10,494 11,000 506 3,070 3,306 236 2,602 2,780 178 

Saguache County 3,827 3,950 123 1,134 1,209 75 954 1,001 47 

Region Total 37,466 39,361 1,895 10,549 11,392 843 8,852 9,552 700 

a

 Estimated by the Business Research Division based upon source data. 

Source: "Regional and County Population E s t i m a t e s — 1 9 7 3 and 1974," Colorado Population Trends, Vol. 4, 

N o . 1, Winter 1975, Colorado Division of Planning, Denver, Colorado; and Housing in Colorado: 

Current Inventory and Needs, April 1, 1974, Colorado State Housing Board and Division of Housing, 

Department of Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado, June 1974. 

u 



TABLE 14 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION N O . 8 

ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

BASED ON PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

1970 - 1974 

Civilian Labor Force 

Unemployment 

Percent of Labor Force 

1970 

14,366 

652 

4.5% 

1971 

14,614 

744 

5.1% 

1972 

15,365 

663 

4.3% 

1973 

16,804 

677 

4.0% 

1974 

16,607 

638 

3.8% 

1970-74 Increase 

# % 

2,241 

-14 

15.6% 

2.0 

Total Employment 13,712 13,870 14,702 16,127 15,969 2,257 16.5 

Agriculture 3,336 2,887 2,785 3,079 2,979 -357 10.7 

Non-Agricultural Wage and Salary 9,110 9,640 10,494 11,525 11,538 2,428 26.7 

All Other Non-Agricultural
c 

1,266 1,343 1,423 1,523 1,452 186 14.7 

a

 Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job-holding and commuting. 

b Includes resident non-agricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-employed, unpaid 

family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. c 

Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestics. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, July 1975. 



REGION NO. 13 - UPPER ARKANSAS VALLEY 

Situated in the Central portion of the state are four counties comprising 

Colorado's Planning Region No. 13,--the Upper Arkansas Valley. These counties 

--Custer, Chaffee, Fremont, and Lake--span 3,715 square miles and had a 1974 

population of 45,780, two percent of the state's residents. 

Projections for the region suggest a possible population of 68,920 by the 

year 2000, a 51 percent increase. 

Population Distribution and Growth 

Fastest growing among these communities is Fremont County when, in the 

period 1970 - 1974, the population increased by 13.9 percent. Fremont County 

possesses 55 percent of the regional population and has the largest city in the 

region, Canon City. Chaffee County accounts for 24 percent of the area popula-

tion, followed by Lake and Custer counties with 18 and 3 percent respectively. 

Other major urban areas in the Upper Arkansas Valley include: Salida, 

Leadville, Florence, Buena Vista, and Westcliffe. 

A listing of the Region's six largest communities follows: 1/ 
1974 

Community County Population Commuting Area _2/ 

Buena Vista Chaffee 2,071 21,304 
Canon City _3/ Fremont 11,767 25,342 
Florence Fremont 3,231 24,586 
Leadville _3/ Lake 4,423 16,074 
Salida _3/ Chaffee 5,139 15,604 

Westcliffe Custer 268 1,843 

Population for the Region and its counties beginning with 1970 Census data 

is projected at five-year intervals to the year 2000. _4/ The Region should 

1/ See Table 6 
2/ Commuting Area refers to the surrounding area population that could travel 

to the general vicinity of a specific community for employment. Also, the 
commuting areas' populations usually overlap from one community area to 
another, Canon City and Florence, for example. 

3/ Offices of the Division already exist in these cities. 
4/ Colorado Population Trends, Business Research Division, Graduate School 

of Business Administration, University of Colorado 
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Region No. 13 

have a moderate growth through 2000. Data projections are given a High Series 

and Low Series to provide an estimated range of growth. 

Table 1 

R e g i o n a l & County Populat ion P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2 0 0 0 , High & Low S e r i e s 

_ 1 9 7 0 1 9 7 5 1 9 8 0 1 9 8 5 1 9 9 0 1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 

Region 1 3 L 
H 

4 1 , 5 0 6 
(Same) 

4 7 , 0 1 9 
4 7 , 9 3 2 

4 8 , 2 4 3 
5 0 , 0 8 9 

4 9 , 6 0 2 
5 3 , 1 5 5 

5 1 , 6 9 0 
5 7 , 5 3 6 

5 3 , 7 3 0 
6 2 , 8 4 9 

5 5 , 2 8 2 
6 8 , 9 2 0 

C h a f f e e L 
H 

1 0 , 1 6 2 
(Same) 

1 1 , 9 6 6 
1 2 , 1 9 8 

1 2 , 7 1 4 
1 3 , 2 0 0 

1 3 , 2 9 8 
1 4 , 2 5 1 

1 4 , 0 9 6 
1 5 , 6 8 9 

1 4 , 7 7 5 
1 7 , 2 8 1 

1 5 , 3 2 8 
1 9 , 1 0 6 

Custer L 
H 

1 , 1 2 0 
(Samel 

1 , 2 1 1 
1 , 2 3 5 

1 , 1 6 0 
1 , 2 0 4 

1 , 1 4 9 
1 , 2 3 2 

1 , 1 5 3 
1 , 2 8 4 

1 , 1 7 5 
1 , 3 7 5 

1 , 1 8 7 
1 , 4 7 9 

F r e m o n t L 
H 

2 1 , 9 4 2 
(Same) 

2 5 , 3 8 0 
2 5 , 8 7 2 

2 6 , 7 3 0 
2 7 , 7 5 3 

2 7 , 8 3 6 
2 9 , 8 3 1 

2 9 , 3 7 5 
3 2 , 7 0 1 

3 0 , 7 2 8 
3 5 , 9 5 0 

3 1 , 8 1 6 
3 9 , 6 7 6 

Lake L H 8 , 2 8 2 
(Same) 

8 , 4 5 2 
8 , 6 2 7 

7 , 6 4 0 
7 , 9 3 2 

7 , 3 1 9 
7 , 8 4 2 

7 , 0 5 6 
7 , 8 6 2 

7 , 0 5 1 
8 , 2 4 3 

6 , 9 5 1 
8 , 6 5 9 

Education 

In addition to the normal elementary and secondary school systems, these 

communities are served by three higher learning institutions for liberal arts, 

vocational, and technical training. 

Colorado Mountain College Vocational and Technical 
University of Southern Colorado Liberal Arts, Arts & Sciences 

Vocational-Trade Program 

University of Colorado Cragmoor Center Arts and Sciences, Vocational-Trade 

LABOR MARKET 

Historically, the economy of the Upper Arkansas Valley has been tied to 

mining and agriculture. While mining continues to play a dominant role in the 

region's economy, slightly behind the leaders — services and finance, government 

and trade--agriculture does not have the overall employment and economic impact 

it once had. 

Total employment in the region in 1974 was 17,052 with 827 (4.6 percent) of 

the labor force unemployed. Labor force participation rates were considerably 

below those prevailing in the state's metropolitan areas in 1970 (63 percent for 

men compared with a metropolitan rate of 81 percent, and 33 percent for women 

compared with the metropolitan rate of 45 percent). These low participation rates 
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are partially accounted for by the existing institutional populations at the 

State Penitentiary in Canon City and the State Reformatory at Buena Vista. 

These two institutions contribute substantially to the 17.6 percent of the 

regional work force in government employment. Also, due to a large 

retirement population, particularly in Fremont County, over 17 percent of 

all men and 21 percent of all women were 65 years and older, compared to 11 

and 14 percent statewide. 

In 1974, there were an estimated 25,280 persons between the ages of 16 

and 64 living in the Upper Arkansas Valley Region. Of this number, 14,310 

were actively participating in the region's labor force, based upon 1970 

Census participation rates; males composed 67.4 percent of the regional work 

force. People over 65 still in the work force numbered 670. 

The region's total employment _5/ for 1974 totaled 17,052 with 719 

employed in agriculture and 16,333 employed in non-agriculture enterprises. 6/ 

Employment trends indicate very slight changes in total employment distribution 

with some possible decline in the agriculture sector and some increase in the 

government and services sector. 

The chart following shows the composition of the region's 1974 resident 

civilian labor force. 

5/ Total Employment refers to all types of employment in both the public 

and private sectors. 

6/ See Table 13 
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FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 13 
PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF RESIDENT CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE, 1974 

Source: Colorado: A Regional Approach, 1975, Colorado 
Division of Commerce and Development, Denver, 
Colorado. 

Counties in the Region contribute to the Region's employment as follows: 

County Individuals Employed Percent 

Chaffee 2,033 19.1 
Custer 67 .63 

Fremont 4,723 44.5 
Lake 3,792 35.7 

Total 10,615 

Total Region Covered Employment 7/ - Third Quarter, 1974 

7/ Covered Employment refers to all types of employment "covered" by the 
Colorado Employment Security Act, usually in the private sector. Accord-
ingly, government employment including teachers, railroad employment, 
charitable organizations and the like are not covered. 
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Conclusion and Recommendation 

The population and economic profiles of the region indicate that growth 

will be gradual and moderate and will be centered about the region's larger 

urban centers—Canon City, Leadville, and Salida with a lesser degree of ex-

pansion about the smaller urban areas such as Florence and Buena Vista. 

In this region, the Division operates full service offices at Canon City, 

Leadville, and Salida—the largest and most heavily populated urban areas in the 

region. As referred to in the analysis of Region 12, the Northern Mountain, 

the Division has established a sub-office of Leadville at Breckenridge to 

serve the Breckenridge-Frisco-Dilion and Vail communities. 

Population in the region is heavily concentrated in Fremont County and 

about Canon City, the largest city in the region. The Job Service office here 

serves a commuting population of over 25,000 and over 450 covered employers. 

Salida serves a commuting population of over 15,600 and 306 covered employers, 

while Leadville serves over 16,000 and 439 covered employers. Considering 

population concentrations and the clustering of employers about those urban 

areas, it will appear that the Job Service Centers are correctly and strategically 

placed. 

The population and industrial analysis of this region indicates that no 

additional division offices need be established in this region in the fore-

seeable future. 
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TABLE 6 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 13 

ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

Chaffee Custer Fremont Lake Region 
County County County County Total 

Total Population 

1970 10,162 1,120 21,942 8,282 41,506 
1974 11,200 1,290 25,000 8,290 45,780 
Change 1,038 170 3,058 8 4,274 

Number of Households 

1970 3,176 411 7,006 2,443 13,036 
1974

a 

3,607 485 8,265 2,523 14,880 
Change 431 74 1,259 80 1,844 

Number of Families 

1970 a 2,521 319 5,455 1,948 10,233 
1974 2,898 382 6,640 2,012 11,932 
Change 377 63 1,185 64 1,699 

Estimated by the Business Research Division based upon source data. 

Source: "Regional and County Population Estimates—1973 and 1974," Colorado Population Trends, V o l . 
4, No. 1, Winter 1975, Colorado Division of Planning, Denver, Colorado; and Housing in 
Colorado: Current Inventory and Needs, April 1, 1974, Colorado State Housing Board and 
Division of Housing, Department of Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado. 



TABLE 13 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 13 

ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

1970 - 1974 

1970-1974 Increase 
1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 # % 

Civilian Labor Force 14,593 15,115 15,859 17,443 17,879 3,286 22.5% 

Unemployment 553 659 675 690 827 274 49.5 

Percent of Labor Force 3.8% 4.4% 4.3% 4.0% 4.6 % - -

Total Employment b 14,040 14,456 15,184 16,753 17,052 3,012 21.5 

Agricultural 803 696 670 743 719 -84 -10.5 

Non-Agricultural Wage and Salary 11,642 12,084 12,786 14,159 14,518 2,876 24.7 

All Other Non-Agricultural 1,595 1,676 1,728 1,851 1,815 220 13.8 

a 

Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job-holding and commuting. 

Includes resident non—agricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self—employed, unpaid 
family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. 

c 
Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestics. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, July 1975. 



T H E W E S T E R N A D M I N I S T R A T I V E AREA 
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T H E W E S T E R N A D M I N I S T R A T I V E A R E A 

T h e D i v i s i o n ' s W e s t e r n A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a is c o m p r i s e d of four s t a t e 

Planning R e g i o n s : 

R e g i o n 9 - T h e San J u a n B a s i n 

R e g i o n 10 - T h e B l a c k Canyon 

R e g i o n 11 - T h e P l a t e a u 

R e g i o n 12 - T h e N o r t h e r n Mountain 

T h e four s t a t e r e g i o n s c o n s i s t of twenty-one c o u n t i e s : 

A r c h u l e t a Hinsdale Ouray 
De l ta J a c k s o n P i t k i n 
D o l o r e s L a P l a t a R i o B l a n c o 
E a g l e M e s a R o u t e 
G a r f i e l d Moffat San Juan 
Grand Montezuma San Miguel 
Gunnison M o n t r o s e S u m m i t 

Spanning 39, 442 s q u a r e m i l e s , th i s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a r e a is geographica l ly 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d by s p e c t a c u l a r mountain r a n g e s and q u a s i - d e s e r t a r e a s spotted 

with d r a m a t i c sands tone f o r m a t i o n s . T h i s a r e a of g e o g r a p h i c a l c o n t r a s t s a l s o 

s e r v e s a s a potent ia l energy r e s e r v o i r and v a s t and v a r i e d r e c r e a t i o n a l reg ion . 

T h e a r e a had a population of 219 , 285 in the y e a r s 1 9 7 4 - 7 5 , 2. 2 percent 

of the s t a t e s ' s r e s i d e n t s , a to ta l work f o r c e of 104, 7 91 and 7, 143 covered 

e m p l o y e r s . E m p l o y m e n t in the a r e a is l a r g e l y d is t r ibuted in the following 

a c t i v i t i e s : 

T r a d e 3 9 , 9 1 0 1 8 . 2 % 
G o v e r n m e n t 3 8 , 3 7 5 1 7 . 5 % 
S e r v i c e & F i n a n c e 3 7 , 2 7 8 1 7 . 0 % 
S e l f - e m p l o y e d & 
Other 2 5 , 8 7 6 1 1 . 8 % 

© A g r i c u l t u r e 2 4 , 5 6 0 1 1 . 2 % 
© C o n s t r u c t i o n 1 3 , 5 9 6 6 . 2 % 
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T h e W e s t e r n A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a 

O f f i c e s of the Div i s ion a r e p r e s e n t l y situated in the fol lowing c o m m u n i t i e s : 

Region No. 9 C o r t e z 
Durango 
Ignac io * 

Region No. 10 Del ta 
Gunnison 
M o n t r o s e 

Region No. 11 C r a i g 
Glenwood Spr ings 
Grand Junc t ion 

Region No. 12 B r e c k e n r i d g e 
S t e a m b o a t Spr ings 
Minturn 

* A s u b - o f f i c e of Durango 

B e c a u s e of p o p u l a t i o n - i n d u s t r i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

a r e a , the following s u g g e s t i o n s and o b s e r v a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g D i v i s i o n s e r v i c e s 

in the many c o m m u n i t i e s a r e o f f e r e d : 

Region No. 9 

1. Mainta in the o f f i c e s at C o r t e z and Durango and the Ignac io 

s u b - o f f i c e . 

2. C o n s i d e r the p o s s i b i l i t y of a s u b - o f f i c e at P a g o s a S p r i n g s . 

Region No. 10 

1. Mainta in the p r e s e n t s ta tus of the M o n t r o s e and Gunnison o f f i c e s . 

2. E i t h e r c l o s e the D e l t a o f f i ce or r e d u c e it to s u b - o f f i c e s t a t u s . 

Reg ion No. 11 

1. Mainta in the p r e s e n t s ta tus of the C r a i g , Glenwood S p r i n g s , and 

Grand J u n c t i o n o f f i c e s . 
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T h e W e s t e r n Adminis t ra t ive A r e a 

Reg ion No. 11 - continued 

2. If oil s h a l e d e v e l o p m e n t undergoes a d r a m a t i c t e c h n o l o g i c a l 

advance then a D i v i s i o n of f i ce should be e s t a b l i s h e d at R i f l e . 

R e g i o n No. 12 

1. E s t a b l i s h an o f f i c e - ful l s e r v i c e or sub - in Aspen a s b a s e d on 

popula t ion- industr ia l n e e d s . 

2. Continue the o f f i c e o p e r a t i o n s at S t e a m b o a t S p r i n g s , B r e c k e n -

r idge, and Minturn f o r the t i m e being. Eva luate r e s u l t s f o r 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 

3. Consider the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of an of f ice in F r i s c o a s a c e n t r a l 

point for s e r v i c e s f o r Dil lon - F r i s c o - Va i l - B r e c k e n r i d g e . 

E s t a b l i s h m e n t of an o f f i c e at F r i s c o is r e l a t e d to s u c c e s s e s 

of o f f i ces at B r e c k e n r i d g e and Minturn. 

It is to be noted again that t h i s Nor thern Mountain Region has been the 

s t a t e ' s f a s t e s t growing r e g i o n in the ' 7 0 ' s due to t o u r i s m , r e c r e a t i o n , and 

m i n e r a l development. A c c o r d i n g l y , the Divis ion should mainta in c o n s t a n t 

a w a r e n e s s of community needs f o r s e r v i c e s . 
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R E G I O N NO. 9 - SAN JUAN BASIN 

Situated in the s o u t h w e s t e r n port ion of the s t a t e a r e f i v e c o u n t i e s c o m p r i s -

ing C o l o r a d o ' s Planning R e g i o n No. 9, the San Juan B a s i n . T h e s e count ies -

D o l o r e s , Montezuma, San J u a n , L a P l a t a , and A r c h u l e t a - span 6, 559 s q u a r e 

m i l e s and had a 1974 populat ion of 39, 890 , 1 . 6 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the r e g i o n sugges t a p o s s i b l e populat ion of 69 , 055 by the 

y e a r 2000 , a 73 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion Dis t r ibut ion and Growth 

F a s t e s t growing and the l a r g e s t among these c o m m u n i t i e s i s L a P l a t a 

County, i ts 1974 population equaling 53 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n . Montezuma 

County is second l a r g e s t , i t s population equaling 34 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n . San 

Juan County i s the l e a s t populated with 1974 population of 8 0 0 . 

Two urban c o m m u n i t i e s , C o r t e z and Durango, s p a c e d along US 160 c o m -

p r i s e 43 p e r c e n t of the r e g i o n ' s population. Eight r u r a l , n o n - f a r m c o m m u n i t i e s 

make up another 14 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s population. 

A l i s t ing of the R e g i o n ' s eight l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows 

Community 
C o r t e z 

County Population Commut ing Community 
C o r t e z Montezuma 6 , 6 0 0 1 4 , 9 7 5 
D o l o r e s Montezuma 850 1 3 , 5 7 5 
Dove C r e e k D o l o r e s 662 1 3 , 6 9 7 
Durango 
Ignacio 

L a P l a t a 1 2 , 5 0 0 2 4 , 1 4 5 Durango 
Ignacio L a P l a t a 1 , 0 0 0 1 9 , 8 0 0 
M a n c o s Montezuma 890 2 5 , 0 9 7 
P a g o s a S p r i n g s A r c h u l e t a 1 , 5 0 0 3 , 2 0 0 
S i lver ton San J u a n 770 802 

1/ See T a b l e 6 
2/ Commuting A r e a r e f e r s to the surrounding a r e a populat ion that could t r a v e l 

to the g e n e r a l v i c in i ty of a s p e c i f i c community f o r e m p l o y m e n t . A l s o , the 
commuting a r e a s ' populat ions usual ly over lap f r o m one c o m m u n i t y a r e a to 
another , C o r t e z and D o l o r e s , for e x a m p l e . 

3/ O f f i c e s of the Div i s ion a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s . 
3*/Sub o f f i ce of Durango - F u l l s e r v i c e manned by Houston G r e e n and a C E T A p a r t i -

cipant s e c r e t a r y . O f f i c e loca ted in t h e i r own f a c i l i t y and i s open f r o m 8 :00 AM to 
5 :00 PM daily. Ignac io i s on the Southern Ute R e s e r v a t i o n s o o f f i c e is t h e r e to 

s e r v e the Indians . O f f i c e a l s o s e r v e s the town's people . M r . Green, w r i t e s up 
C E T A c o n t r a c t s , e t c . T h e r e a r e not many UI c l a i m s m a d e by the Indians. 
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Population for the Region and its count ies beginning with 1970 c e n s u s data 

is pro jec ted at f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s to the y e a r 2000 . 4/ The Region should have a 

s i z e a b l e growth through 2 0 0 0 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High S e r i e s and Low 

S e r i e s to provide an e s t i m a t e d r a n g e of growth. 

T a b l e 1 
R e g i o n a l & County Population P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2000, High and Low S e r i e s 

Region 9 

Archule ta 

Dolores 

La P la ta 

Montezuma 

S a n Juan 

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 

3 7 , 3 5 6 
(Same) 

4 4 , 4 0 5 
4 5 , 2 7 8 

4 6 , 5 2 2 
4 8 , 2 9 6 

4 9 , 2 3 7 
5 2 , 6 7 5 

5 2 , 2 0 0 
5 8 , 0 5 7 

5 4 , 2 5 4 
6 3 , 4 5 0 

5 5 , 3 1 9 
6 9 , 0 5 5 

2 , 7 3 3 
(Same) 

3 , 2 7 5 
3 , 3 4 0 

3 , 5 4 6 
3 , 6 8 2 

3 , 8 1 3 
4 , 0 8 0 

4 , 1 0 7 
4 , 5 6 8 

4 , 3 0 2 
5 , 0 3 1 

4 , 4 2 1 
5 , 5 1 8 

1 , 6 4 1 
(Same) 

1 , 7 5 9 
1 , 7 9 3 

1 , 6 0 1 
1 , 6 6 2 

1 , 5 6 7 
1 , 6 7 6 

1 , 5 2 5 
1 , 6 9 7 

1 , 5 1 5 
1 , 7 7 2 

1 , 4 7 3 
1 , 8 3 8 

1 9 , 1 9 9 
(Same) 

2 3 , 3 6 5 
2 3 , 8 2 5 

2 4 , 9 9 4 
2 5 , 9 4 7 

2 6 , 7 2 5 
2 8 , 5 9 0 

2 8 , 6 2 1 
3 1 , 8 3 2 

2 9 , 8 9 3 
3 4 , 9 6 5 

3 0 , 6 3 8 
3 8 , 2 4 6 

1 2 , 9 5 2 
(Same) 

1 5 , 1 0 2 
1 5 , 3 9 9 

1 5 , 4 9 7 
1 6 , 0 8 8 

1 6 , 2 3 0 
1 7 , 3 6 3 

1 7 , 0 2 4 
1 8 , 9 3 5 

1 7 , 5 9 9 
2 0 , 5 3 2 

1 7 , 8 4 8 
2 2 , 2 7 9 

8 3 1 
(Same) 

9 0 4 
9 2 2 

8 8 4 
9 1 8 

9 0 3 
9 6 6 

9 2 2 
1 , 0 2 5 

9 4 0 
1 , 0 9 9 

9 4 0 
1 , 1 7 3 

Educat ion 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and secondary school s y s t e m s , t h e s e 

communi t i es a r e served by two higher l earn ing institutions for l i b e r a l a r t s , 

vocat ional , and technica l t ra in ing - F o r t L e w i s Col lege and San Juan B a s i n A r e a 

V o c - T e c h School. 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

The economy of the San J u a n B a s i n has h i s tor i ca l ly been tied to a g r i c u l t u r e , 

f o r e s t r y , and mining. In r e c e n t y e a r s , however , the region is turning toward 

manufacturing in c r e a t i n g a m o r e ba lanced e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e and future . 

In 1974, t h e r e w e r e an e s t i m a t e d 25 , 300 p e r s o n s living in the San Juan 

B a s i n between the ages of 16 and 64 . T h e r e g i o n ' s 1974 annual a v e r a g e r e s i d e n t 

c iv i l ian labor f o r c e r e a c h e d 1 7 , 5 8 9 , of whom 1 0 , 9 0 5 were men and 6, 684 w e r e 

women. An est imated 740 p e r s o n s 65 and o lder w e r e s t i l l in the l a b o r f o r c e . 

4/ Colorado Population T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Division, Graduate School of 
B u s i n e s s Adminis t ra t ion , U n i v e r s i t y of Colorado 
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R e g i o n No. 9 

Nonagricul tural employment in the period 1970 - 1974 i n c r e a s e d 31. 9 p e r -

cent with wholesale and r e t a i l t rade contributing to the g r e a t e s t i n c r e a s e . S e r v i c e s , 

c o n t r a c t construct ion, and government employment r e g i s t e r e d the next l a r g e s t 

i n c r e a s e s in employment. Manufactur ing wage and s a l a r y employment expanded 

slowly with some i n c r e a s e in mining ac t iv i ty , while t ranspor ta t ion , c o m m u n i c a -

t ion and public utility employment dec l ined. 

T h e occupational m i x of the r e g i o n ' s l a b o r f o r c e r e v e a l s that the l a r g e s t 

occupat ional group comprised p r o f e s s i o n a l , t e c h n i c a l , and kindred w o r k e r s at 

14 p e r c e n t ; s e r v i c e workers made up 13. 2 p e r c e n t ; c l e r i c a l and kindred w o r k e r s 

w e r e 12. 9 percent ; c r a f t s m e n , f o r e m e n , and kindred w o r k e r s made up 1 1 . 4 p e r -

cent of the reg ion ' s employment; o p e r a t i v e s and kindred w o r k e r s r e p r e s e n t e d 

1 0 . 8 p e r c e n t ; and non- farm l a b o r e r s r e p r e s e n t e d 4. 9 percent of the r e g i o n ' s 

employment . 

L o c a t e d three m i l e s west of P a g o s a Spr ings , in Archuleta County, i s the 

m a s t e r planned community, P a g o s a , s o m e 26, 000 a c r e s in a r e a . At p r e s e n t , 

th is community is unincorporated but is expected eventually to e x e r c i s e a 

manifold e f fec t on the economy of the a r e a . E s t a b l i s h e d in the e a r l y 1 9 7 0 ' s , 

P a g o s a intends to a t t rac t l ight, c l ean industry to the community. In 1974 , the 

p r o j e c t employed 101 p e r s o n s , genera t ing $700 , 000 of d i r e c t p e r s o n a l i n c o m e . 

E c o n o m i c development plans have b e e n init iated for the Southern Ute and 

Ute Mountain Ute T r i b e s . The Southern Ute plan f o c u s e s on industr ia l development 

m e n t , c o m m e r c i a l development, t o u r i s m , and r e c r e a t i o n as well a s development 

of i t s human, minera l , f o r e s t r y and wood products , water , land, and f inanc ia l 

r e s o u r c e s . The Ute Mountain Ute plan is - d i rec ted toward a t t rac t ing industr ia l 

c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r p r i s e s to the a r e a and the development of coal , o i l , and other 

m i n e r a l r e s e r v e s . 
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R e g i o n No. 5 

T h e R e g i o n ' s t o t a l e m p l o y m e n t — f o r 1 9 7 4 t o t a l e d 1 6 , 5 9 7 with 1 , 5 8 8 

6/ e m p l o y e d in a g r i c u l t u r e and 15, 009 e m p l o y e d in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e e n t e r p r i s e s . —6/ 

E m p l o y m e n t t r e n d s ind ica te s o m e s l i g h t c h a n g e s in e m p l o y m e n t d i s t r i b u t i o n 

with s i g n i f i c a n t i n c r e a s e s in the i n d u s t r i a l - c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r and s o m e d e c l i n e 

in t h e a g r i c u l t u r e s e c t o r . 

T h e fo l lowing c h a r t s h o w s the c o m p o s i t i o n of t h e r e g i o n ' s 1974 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e : 

FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 9 
PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE - 1974 

Source: Colorado: A Regional Approach, 1975, Colorado Division of Commerce 
and Development, Denver, Colorado. 

5/ T o t a l E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l t y p e s of e m p l o y m e n t in both the publ ic and 
p r i v a t e s e c t o r s . 

6/ S e e T a b l e 14 
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Counties in the Region contribute to the R e g i o n ' s employment as fol lows: 

County Individuals Employed P e r c e n t 

A r c h u l e t a 
D o l o r e s 
L a P l a t a 
Montezuma 
San Juan 
A r e a T o t a l 

5 , 6 1 6 
3 , 1 0 4 

323 
9 , 8 3 4 

685 
106 

7 . 0 % 
1.1% 

5 7 . 1 % 
3 1 . 6 % 

3 . 3 % 

T o t a l R e g i o n Covered Employment7/ - T h i r d Q u a r t e r 1974 . 

7/ Covered Employment r e f e r s to a l l types of employment " c o v e r e d " by the 
Colorado Employment Secur i ty Act , usually in the p r i v a t e s e c t o r . Accordingly 
ingly, government employment including t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d employment, 
c h a r i t a b l e organizat ions and the l ike a r e not c o v e r e d . 

Whi le s p a r s e l y populated at p r e s e n t with only 1. 6 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s 

population, the San Juan B a s i n appears to have the potent ia l for increased e c o n o m i c 

growth in the f o r e s e e a b l e future . Coupling its p r o j e c t e d 73 percent population 

i n c r e a s e by the y e a r 2000 with planned and g e n e r a l e c o n o m i c expansion, the 

reg ion could poss ib ly undergo d r a m a t i c changes . 

T h e s e changes , should occur p r i m a r i l y in Montezuma and L a P l a t a count ies 

with a p o s s i b l e a c c e l e r a t i o n of growth in A r c h u l e t a County. Montezuma is 

p r e s e n t l y being served by the C o r t e z J o b S e r v i c e C e n t e r while L a P la ta has a 

J o b S e r v i c e Center at Durango with a s u b - o f f i c e at Ignacio . Cor tez and Durango 

a r e p r i m e population and economic c e n t e r s and the of f i ce at Ignacio was e s t a b -

l i shed to f a c i l i t a t e the Southern Ute e c o n o m i c development . It i s fe l t that t h e s e 

o f f i c e s a r e log ica l ly placed in serv ing the needs of the r e s p e c t i v e communi t i es . 

S o m e attention should be focused on the P a g o s a Spr ings a r e a , however, 

cons ider ing the planned industr ia l expansion taking p l a c e at P a g o s a . Income 

Conclusion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 
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earned by e m p l o y e e s in the a r e a could have a manifold e f fec t on a l l s e c t o r s of 

the a r e a ' s economy caus ing a d r a m a t i c economic change . On this b a s i s , it i s 

r e c o m m e n d e d that p r o g r e s s in th is a r e a be continually o b s e r v e d with the p o s s i -

bi l i ty in mind that a s u b - o f f i c e could be es tabl i shed in th is a r e a in the next f ive 

y e a r s . 
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TABLE 6 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 9 

ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

Total Population Number of Households Number of Families 

County 1 9 7 4
a

 1970 Change 1974
b

 1970 Change 1974b 1970 Change 

Archuleta 2,810 2,733 77 867 817 50 718 673 45 

Dolores 1,580 1,641 -61 496 500 -4 413 418 -5 

La Plata 21,000 19,199 1,801 6,414 5,683 731 5,225 4,632 593 

Montezuma 13,700 12,952 748 4,311 3,965 346 3,593 3,303 290 

San Juan 800 831 -31 260 262 -2 205 205 0 

Region Total 39,890 37,356 2,534 12,348 11,227 1,121 10,154 9,231 923 

a

 1974 population estimates subject to upward revision, 

k Estimated by Business Research Division based upon source data. 

Source: Colorado Population Trends, Vol. 4, Number 1, Winter 1975, Regional and County Population 

E s t i m a t e s — 1 9 7 3 and 1974, Colorado Division of Planning and Business Research Division, 

University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado; and Housing in Colorado: Current Inventory and 

Needs, April 1, 1974, Colorado State Housing Board and Division of Housing, Department of 

Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado. 



TABLE 13 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 9 

ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

1970 - 1974 

1970-1974 Increase 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 Number % 

Civilian Labor Force 
Unemployment 
Percent of Labor Force 

14,583 
897 
6.2 

14,876 
996 
6.7 

15,904 
978 
6.1 

17,313 
998 
5.8 

17,589 
992 
5.6 

3,006 
95 

20.6 
10.6 

Total Employment b 
Agriculture 
Nonagriculture Wage and Salary 
All Other Nonagriculture

b 

13,686 
1,771 

10,508 
1,407 

13,880 
1,539 

10,863 
1,478 

14,926 
1,489 

11,880 
1,557 

16,315 
1,644 

13,023 
1,648 

16,597 
1,588 

13,376 
1,633 

2,911 
- 183 
2,868 

226 

21.3 
-10.3 
27.3 
16.1 

a

 Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job holding and com-

muting. 

Includes resident nonagricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-employed, 

unpaid family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. 
C

 Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestic workers. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, November 1974 and July 1975. 



REGION NO. 10 - B L A C K CANYON R E G I O N 

Situated in the w e s t e r n port ion of the s ta te a r e s i x count ies c o m p r i s i n g 

C o l o r a d o ' s P lanning R e g i o n No. 10, T h e B l a c k Canyon. T h e s e count ies - De l ta , 

Gunnison, Hinsdale , M o n t r o s e , Ouray, and San Miguel span 9, 505 s q u a r e m i l e s 

and had a 1975 populat ion of 48, 313 , 1 . 8 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the Reg ion sugges t a p o s s i b l e population of 68 , 901 by the 

y e a r 2000 , a 43 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion Dis t r ibut ion and Growth 

M o n t r o s e County, with a population of 18, 844 in 1975 , equaled 39 p e r c e n t 

of the R e g i o n . Del ta County i s the second l a r g e s t , with 34 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s 

population. Hinsdale is the s m a l l e s t of the R e g i o n ' s s i x c o u n t i e s , with a 1975 

population of 266 . Del ta County e x p e r i e n c e d the l a r g e s t abso lu te i n c r e a s e in 

population, 1 , 2 6 1 , b e t w e e n 1970 and 1975 , while Hinsdale County r e g i s t e r e d the 

g r e a t e s t r e l a t i v e i n c r e a s e of 31. 7 p e r c e n t . 

One- th i rd of the R e g i o n ' s population lived in t h r e e urban c o m m u n i t i e s 

spaced along U. S . 50 . Nineteen r u r a l n o n - f a r m c o m m u n i t i e s m a k e up another 

19 p e r c e n t of the R e g i o n ' s population. 

A l is t ing of the R e g i o n ' s e leven l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows : 1/ 

Community County 1974 Populat ion Commuting A r e a 2/ 

C e d a r e d g e Delta 750 16, 547 
Del ta 3/ Del ta 4, 000 32 , 605 
Gunnison 3 Gunnison 5, 313 8, 7 00 
L a k e Ci ty Hinsdale 140 266 
M o n t r o s e M o n t r o s e 7, 200 23 , 880 
N a t u r i t a - N u c l a M o n t r o s e 1, 750 5, 061 
Norwood San Migue l 450 5, 583 

1/ See T a b l e 6 
2/ Commuting A r e a r e f e r s to the surrounding a r e a populat ion that could t r a v e l 

to the g e n e r a l v i c i n i t y of a s p e c i f i c community for e m p l o y m e n t . A l s o , the 
commuting a r e a s ' populat ions usual ly over lap f r o m one c o m m u n i t y a r e a 
to another , M o n t r o s e and Del ta , f o r e x a m p l e . 

3/ O f f i c e s of the D i v i s i o n a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s . 
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A l i s t ing of the Region's e leven l a r g e s t communit ies - - continued 

Community County 1974 Population Commuting A r e a 

Olathe M o n t r o s e 775 2 2 , 1 3 7 
Ouray Ouray 835 1 , 8 1 7 
Paonia Del ta 1 , 1 8 0 1 6 , 6 2 0 
Te l lur ide San Miguel 1 , 0 0 0 2 , 0 5 2 

Population for the Reg ion and its counties beginning with the 1970 c e n s u s 

data is pro jected at f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s to the y e a r 2000 . 4/ The Reg ion should 

have a moderate growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High S e r i e s 

and Low S e r i e s to provide an e s t i m a t e d range of growth. 

T a b l e I 
Regional & County Population P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2000 , High & Low S e r i e s 

1 9 7 0 1 9 7 5 1 9 8 0 1 9 8 5 1 9 9 0 1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 

on 1 0 L 4 4 , 9 2 7 4 7 , 3 2 7 4 3 , 5 2 3 5 0 , 2 5 0 5 2 , 3 5 5 5 3 , 5 4 7 5 3 , 6 1 4 
H (Same) 4 8 , 3 1 3 5 0 , 6 0 0 5 4 , 2 2 6 5 8 , 9 5 0 6 3 , 8 4 3 6 8 , 9 0 1 

L 1 5 , 2 8 5 1 6 , 2 1 2 1 6 , 7 8 5 1 7 , 4 8 1 1 8 , 3 2 0 1 8 , 7 8 9 1 8 , 8 5 9 
H (Same) 1 6 , 5 4 7 1 7 , 5 0 0 1 8 , 8 5 0 2 0 , 6 2 8 2 2 , 3 3 3 2 4 , 2 3 3 

Gunnison L 7 , 5 7 8 8 , 6 0 5 9 , 3 5 3 9 , 9 3 4 1 0 , 6 0 0 1 0 , 9 7 4 1 1 , 1 3 4 
H (Same) 8 , 7 8 8 9 , 7 5 7 1 0 , 7 2 1 1 1 , 9 3 6 1 3 , 0 3 5 1 4 , 3 0 7 

Hinsdale L 2 0 2 2 6 0 3 1 1 3 4 5 3 8 3 4 0 5 4 1 7 
H (Same) 266 3 2 4 3 7 2 4 3 2 4 3 2 5 3 7 

Montrose L 1 8 , 3 6 6 1 8 , 4 6 0 1 8 , 0 0 8 1 8 , 1 8 4 1 8 , 4 6 5 1 8 , 6 3 6 1 8 , 4 0 4 
H (Same) 1 8 , 8 4 4 1 8 , 7 8 0 1 9 , 6 2 6 2 0 , 7 9 3 2 2 , 2 2 2 2 3 , 6 5 6 

Ouray L 1 , 5 4 6 1 , 7 8 0 2 , 0 0 5 2 , 1 7 2 2 , 3 6 2 2 , 4 6 7 2 , 5 2 0 
H (Same) 1 , 8 1 7 2 , 0 9 1 2 , 3 4 4 2 , 6 6 1 2 , 9 4 2 3 , 2 3 9 

San Miguel L 1 , 9 4 9 2 , 0 1 0 2 , 0 6 0 2 , 1 3 4 2 , 2 2 5 2 , 2 7 6 2 , 2 7 9 
H (Same) 2 , 0 5 2 2 , 1 4 8 2 , 3 0 3 2 , 5 0 6 2 , 7 1 4 2 , 9 2 9 

Education 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and secondary school s y s t e m s , t h e s e 

c o m m u n i t i e s a r e s e r v e d by four h igher learning institutions for l i b e r a l a r t s , 

vocat ional , and t e c h n i c a l t r a i n i n g - - M e s a Col lege ; W e s t e r n State Co l lege ; 

San Juan B a s i n A r e a Voca t iona l School ; and F o r t L e w i s Col lege . 

4/ Colorado Population T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Division, Graduate School of 
B u s i n e s s Adminis t ra t ion , U n i v e r s i t y of Colorado 
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L a b o r M a r k e t 

A g r i c u l t u r e i s the m a i n pr ivate s e c t o r employer in the Reg ion , with 15. 4 

percent of the R e g i o n ' s l a b o r f o r c e in 1974. Manufacturing in the B l a c k Canyon 

Region has t rad i t iona l ly been b a s e d a lmost ent i re ly on i t s a g r i c u l t u r a l and 

m i n e r a l products . M o r e r e c e n t l y , this s e c t o r has begun to grow and d ivers i fy . 

Since 1972, the R e g i o n has s e e n the addition of p r o d u c e r s of candy, f i b e r g l a s s 

products , e l e c t r o n i c s r e s e a r c h , and e l e c t r o n i c p a r t s a s s e m b l y . T h e R e g i o n ' s 

t i m b e r and l u m b e r i n d u s t r i e s r e m a i n re la t ive ly undeveloped. 

T o t a l employment in the Region was 1 9 , 0 8 0 in 1974 while 836 (4. 2 percent 

of the l a b o r f o r c e ) w e r e unemployed. L a b o r f o r c e par t i c ipat ion r a t e s were 

s ignif icant ly lower than s ta te a v e r a g e s in the B l a c k Canyon Region - - 6 6 percent 

for men and 34 p e r c e n t f o r women in 1970 - - a fact only p a r t i a l l y explained by 

the l a r g e r e t i r e m e n t population in the Region. 

In 1974, t h e r e w e r e an es t imated 29, 475 p e r s o n s l iving in the B l a c k 

Canyon Region between the a g e s of 16 and 64. The R e g i o n ' s 1974 annual a v e r a g e 

res ident labor f o r c e numbered 1 9 , 9 1 6 , of whom 1 3 , 3 0 4 w e r e m e n and 6, 612 

were women. 

Between 1970 and 1974 , total wage and s a l a r y employment expanded by 

25 p e r c e n t f r o m 1 0 , 3 9 8 to 12, 963 . The l a r g e s t absolute i n c r e a s e of 885 was 

among wholesa le and r e t a i l t r a d e employees , equaling 34. 5 p e r c e n t of the tota l 

i n c r e a s e . S e r v i c e s with 524 and cont rac t construct ion with 379 , r e g i s t e r e d the 

next l a r g e s t i n c r e a s e s . C o n t r a c t construct ion exper ienced the g r e a t e s t r e l a t i v e 

i n c r e a s e , 1 0 4 . 1 p e r c e n t , while mining showed the g r e a t e s t dec l ine with a l o s s 

of 33 or 2 . 4 p e r c e n t . 
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T h e R e g i o n ' s t o t a l e m p l o y m e n t 5/ f o r 1974 to ta led 1 9 , 0 8 0 with 3 , 0 7 1 

employed in a g r i c u l t u r e and 16 , 009 e m p l o y e d in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l e n t e r p r i s e s . 

E m p l o y m e n t t r e n d s i n d i c a t e a g r a d u a l e x p a n s i o n of the l a b o r f o r c e with a g r a d u a l 

i n c r e a s e in the i n d u s t r i a l - c o m m e r c i a l and g o v e r n m e n t s e c t o r s and a d e c r e a s e 

in t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l and m i n i n g s e c t o r s . 

T h e fol lowing c h a r t s h o w s the c o m p o s i t i o n of the R e g i o n ' s 1 9 7 4 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e : 

FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 10 
PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF RESIDENT CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 

1974 

Source: Colorado: A Regional Approach, 1975, Colorado Division 
of Commerce and Development, Denver, Colorado. 

5/ T o t a l E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s t o a l l t y p e s of e m p l o y m e n t in both t h e p u b l i c 
and p r i v a t e s e c t o r s . 

6/ S e e T a b l e 13 
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Counties in the Region contribute to the R e g i o n ' s employment a s fo l lows: 

County Individuals Employed P e r c e n t 

D e l t a 2 , 0 1 6 2 0 . 9 
Gunnison 2 , 1 9 8 2 2 . 8 
Hinsdale 8 2 . 8 
M o n t r o s e 4 , 1 2 7 4 2 . 7 
Ouray 778 8 . 1 
San Miguel 460 4 . 8 

T o t a l Region 9 , 6 6 1 

T o t a l R e g i o n Covered Employment 7/- Third Q u a r t e r 1974 

7/ C o v e r e d Employment r e f e r s to a l l types of employment " c o v e r e d " by the 
C o l o r a d o Employment Secur i ty Act , usual ly in the pr iva te s e c t o r . A c c o r d i n g l y 
ingly, government employment including t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d employment, 
c h a r i t a b l e organizat ions and the l ike a r e not covered . 

Conclusion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

Populat ion of the B l a c k Canyon Region is centered l a r g e l y in t h r e e count ies -

M o n t r o s e , Delta , and Gunnison. T h e t h r e e remain ing counties a r e s p a r s e l y 

populated with Hinsdale County the l e a s t populated of al l , having only 260 r e s i d e n t s . 

T h e main thrust of the R e g i o n ' s e c o n o m i c expansion appears to be 

c e n t e r e d in t h e s e t h r e e counties and around t h e i r main c i t i e s of M o n t r o s e , Delta , 

and Gunnison. Montrose is the m o s t heavi ly populated and Delta is the l e a s t 

populated of the t h r e e c i t i es with a r e s i d e n c y of 4, 000. In keeping with this 

population cent ra l iza t ion a r e the t h r e e es tab l i shed job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s of the 

Div is ion , s i tuated in these t h r e e c i t i e s , s e r v i n g appl icants and employers of 

t h e s e a r e a s . 

A s implied f r o m the population and industry p r o f i l e s of these counties 

the p r e s e n t job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s a r e s t r a t e g i c a l l y placed and t h e r e appears to 

be no need f o r additional o f f i ces in the e n t i r e s i x county a r e a . Some d i s c u s s i o n , 

h o w e v e r , i s warrented concerning the s ta tus of t h e s e o f f i c e s . 
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Gunnison, f o r many y e a r s has been operated as a type of s u b - o f f i c e of 

the M o n t r o s e J o b S e r v i c e Center - a f u l l - s e r v i c e o f f i ce without a m a n a g e r . 

At the p r e s e n t t i m e , however , this off ice h a s achieved f u l l - s e r v i c e s tatus and 

has a s taf f of two, i ts own m a n a g e r and an unemployment i n s u r a n c e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 

Consider ing i t s geographica l set t ing, number of covered e m p l o y e r s 

s e r v e d , (261) , to ta l employment of the community , employment potential and 

expansion due to the r e s o r t expansion and energy product ion, and dis tance f rom 

M o n t r o s e , it i s r e c o m m e n d e d that the Gunnison O f f i c e ' s f u l l - s e r v i c e status be 

mainta ined. 

T h e r e is s o m e question, however, concern ing the s ta tus of the Delta 

Off ice . Situated 40 m i l e s f r o m Grand Junc t ion and 21 m i l e s f r o m Montrose , 

Delta has a population of 4, 000 with surrounding population that could eas i ly 

be s e r v e d by e i ther Grand Junct ion or M o n t r o s e . S e r v i c e should be maintained 

in the a r e a but on a s u b - o f f i c e b a s i s , thus reducing the Div i s ion ' s persona l 

and n o n - p e r s o n a l c o s t s with l e s s staff and s m a l l e r o f f i ce f a c i l i t i e s . 

Status of the M o n t r o s e J o b S e r v i c e C e n t e r should be maintained. 
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TABLE 6 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 10 
ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

Total Population Number of Households Number of Families 

County 1970 1974 Change 1970 1974
a 

Change 1970 1974
a 

Change 

Delta County 15,286 16,200 914 5,298 5,824 526 4,224 4,650 426 

Gunnison County 7,578 8,670 1,092 2,215 2,620 405 1,501 1,851 350 

Hinsdale County 202 300 98 80 122 42 33 89 56 

Montrose County 18,366 19,500 1,134 5,612 6,140 528 4,790 5,158 368 

Ouray County 1,546 1,660 114 538 604 66 455 453 -2 

San Miguel County 1,949 1,990 41 630 670 40 494 505 11 

Region Total 44,927 48,320 3,393 14,373 15,980 1,607 11,497 12,706 1,209 

Estimated by the Business Research Division baaed upon source data. 

Source: "Regional and County Population Estimates—1973 and 1974," Colorado Population Trends, Vol. 4, 
No. 1, Winter 1975, Colorado Division of Planning, Denver, Colorado; and Housing in Colorado: 
Current Inventory and Needs, April 1, 1974, State of Colorado Housing Board and Colorado Division 
of Housing, Department of Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado. 



TABLE 13 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 10 

ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

BASED ON PLACE OF RESIDENCE 

1970 - 1974 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

1970-1974 
Increase 

# % 

Civilian Labor Force a 17,743 17,018 17,240 18,991 19,916 2,173 12.2% 

Unemployment 857 897 922 805 836 -21 -2.5 

Percent of Labor Force 4.8% 5.3% 5.3% 4.2% 4.2% — -

Total Employment b 16,886 16,121 16,418 18,186 19,080 2,194 13.0 

Agriculture 3,453 2,973 2,853 3,168 3,071 -382 -11.1 

Non-Agricultural Wage and Salary 11,507 11,259 11,683 13,012 13,956 2,449 21.3 

All Other Non-Agricultural 1,926 1,889 1,882 2,006 2,053 127 6.6 

Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job holding and commuting. 

Includes resident non-agricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-employed, unpaid 
family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. 

c 
Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestic workers. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, July 1975. 



R E G I O N NO. 11 - P L A T E A U 

Situated in the n o r t h e r n and c e n t r a l - w e s t e r n por t ion of the s t a t e a r e 

f o u r c o u n t i e s c o m p r i s i n g C o l o r a d o ' s P lanning R e g i o n No. 11, The P l a t e a u . 

T h e s e count ies - Gar f i e ld , M e s a , M o f f a t , and R i o B l a n c o - span 1 4 , 3 0 6 

s q u a r e m i l e s and had a 1975 populat ion of 9 2 , 2 7 2 , 3 . 6 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s 

r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s for the r e g i o n s u g g e s t a p o s s i b l e population of 1 3 5 , 4 7 7 by 

the y e a r 2 0 0 0 , a 56 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

Populat ion D i s t r i b u t i o n and Growth 

F a s t e s t growing among t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s i s G a r f i e l d County, the 

R e g i o n ' s second l a r g e s t county, i t s 1974 population c o m p r i s i n g 19 p e r c e n t of 

the R e g i o n . M e s a county population was the g r e a t e s t , c o m p r i s i n g 67 p e r c e n t 

of the R e g i o n . L e a s t populated county in the Reg ion i s R i o B lanco , with a 

1974 population of 5 , 1 0 0 . 

T h e l a r g e s t city in the s t a t e outs ide the F r o n t R a n g e is Grand J u n c t i o n , 

a r e g i o n a l t r a d e c e n t e r b e c a u s e of i t s a c c e s s to m a j o r highway, r a i l and 

a i r l i n e s y s t e m s . Other m a j o r c o m m u n i t i e s in the R e g i o n include Glenwood 

S p r i n g s , C r a i g , F r u i t a , R i f l e , M e e k e r , and R a n g e l y . T h e R e g i o n ' s popula-

t ion i n c r e a s e d by 7. 5 p e r c e n t b e t w e e n 1 9 6 0 and 1 9 7 0 , although the two n o r t h e r n 

c o u n t i e s , Moffat and R i o B l a n c o , l o s t populat ion. T h e R e g i o n s ' s population 

i n c r e a s e d by 1 4 . 6 p e r c e n t b e t w e e n 1 9 7 0 and 1 9 7 5 . 
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A l i s t i n g of t h e Region's s e v e n l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows : 1/ 

C o m m u n i t y County 1 9 7 4 P o p u l a t i o n C o m m u t i n g A r e a 2/ 

C r a i g _ _ Moffa t 4 , 4 3 7 * 7 , 6 0 0 

F r u i t a ___ - Mesa 2 , 0 9 9 5 5 , 8 0 1 

G l e n w o o d S p r i n g s — G a r f i e l d 4 , 6 4 2 1 9 , 0 1 8 
G r a n d J u n c t i o n - M e s a 2 5 , 7 4 0 6 4 , 4 4 6 
M e e k e r R i o B l a n c o 1 , 8 8 6 5 , 2 4 5 
R a n g e l y R i o B l a n c o 1 , 6 5 2 2 , 5 1 1 
R i f l e G a r f i e l d 2 , 2 5 5 1 0 , 0 4 9 

P o p u l a t i o n t h e R e g i o n and i t s c o u n t i e s beginning with 1 9 7 0 c e n s u s data 

i s p r o j e c t e d a t f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s t o t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 . 4 / T h e R e g i o n should h a v e 

a m o d e r a t e g r o w t h t h r o u g h 2 0 0 0 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e g iven a High S e r i e s and 

L o w S e r i e s to p r o v i d e an e s t i m a t e d r a n g e of g r o w t h . 

T a b l e 1 R e g i o n a l & County Populat ion P r o j e c t i o n s , 1 9 7 0 to 2 0 0 0 , High & L o w S e r i e s 

Region 11 

Garfield 

Mesa 

Moffa t 

Rio Blanco 

L 
H 

L 
H 

L 
H 

L 
H 

L 
H 

1 9 7 0 1975 1 9 8 0 1 9 8 5 1990 1 9 9 5 2000 

8 0 , 5 6 2 
(Same) 

9 2 , 2 7 2 
9 3 , 9 5 9 

9 6 , 6 1 9 
9 9 , 8 9 7 

1 0 0 , 8 3 3 
1 0 7 , 3 2 4 

1 0 5 , 2 4 7 
1 1 6 , 2 0 3 

1 0 8 , 2 0 1 
1 2 5 , 3 2 5 

1 0 9 , 9 0 9 
1 3 5 , 4 7 7 

1 4 , 8 7 1 
(Same) 

1 7 , 6 3 1 
1 7 , 9 5 4 

1 9 , 0 8 0 
1 9 , 7 2 7 

2 0 , 2 3 4 
2 1 , 5 3 7 

2 1 , 4 5 7 
2 3 , 6 9 1 

2 2 , 2 3 2 
2 5 , 7 5 1 

2 2 , 7 5 9 
2 8 , 0 5 3 

54,374 
(Same) 

6 2 , 2 7 6 
6 3 , 4 1 5 

6 5 , 2 2 9 
6 7 , 4 4 2 

6 8 , 0 3 3 
7 2 , 4 6 6 

7 1 , 0 7 4 
7 8 , 4 7 2 

7 3 , 0 7 4 
8 4 , 6 3 9 

7 4 , 2 3 3 
9 1 , 5 0 2 

6,525 
(Same) 

7 , 1 4 2 
7 , 2 7 2 

7 , 1 6 9 
7 , 4 1 3 

7 , 3 2 1 
7 , 7 9 3 

7 , 4 7 4 
8 , 2 5 2 

7 , 5 9 7 
8 , 7 9 9 

7,629 
9,404 

5 , 2 2 3 
5 , 3 1 8 

5 , 1 4 1 
5 , 3 1 5 

5 , 1 9 4 
5 , 5 2 8 

5 , 2 4 3 
5 , 7 8 8 

5 , 2 9 3 
6 , 1 3 6 

5 , 2 8 3 
6 , 5 1 9 

1/ S e e T a b l e 
2/ C o m m u t i n g Area refers to the s u r r o u n d i n g a r e a populat ion that could t r a v e l 

to the general of a s p e c i f i c c o m m u n i t y f o r e m p l o y m e n t . A l s o , t h e 
c o m m u t i n g populat ions u s u a l l y o v e r l a p f r o m one c o m m u n i t y a r e a t o 
a n o t h e r Glenwood Springs and R i f l e , f o r e x a m p l e . 
O f f i c e s o f the a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s . 

/ C o l o r a d o t r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h D i v i s i o n , G r a d u a t e S c h o o l 
f B u s i n e s s Adminis t ra t ion , U n i v e r s i t y of C o l o r a d o 

C r a i g ' s i n c r e a s e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y s i n c e 1 9 7 4 due to r e c e n t e n e r g y 

development . 
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Educat ion 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and s e c o n d a r y school s y s t e m s , 

t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s a r e served by t h r e e h igher l earn ing institutions for l i b e r a l 

a r t s , vocat iona l , and technica l t ra ining - M e s a C o l l e g e , Colorado Mountain 

Col lege , and Colorado Northwestern Community C o l l e g e . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

T h e P la teau Region i s perhaps the m o s t potent ia l ly explosive region in 

the s ta te when one c o n s i d e r s i t s vast energy r e s o u r c e s that could be developed 

in the r e m a i n i n g y e a r s of this century . The d i s c o v e r y of oil in Cra ig in 1924 

and the development of oil and gas r e s o u r c e s in R i o B l a n c o County in the post 

World W a r II period signalled the r e g i o n ' s potent ia l a s an energy s torehouse . 

L a t e r c a m e the pilot plant development of the R e g i o n ' s oil shale deposits , 

s o m e of the r i c h e s t in the world. During the 1 9 5 0 - 6 0 ' s uranium production 

was important to the Reg ion ' s m i n e r a l i n d u s t r i e s , but has sharply declined 

in the 1 9 7 0 ' s . But a s the nation turns m o r e to n u c l e a r fuel , uranium production 

may e x p e r i e n c e a revival in the next few y e a r s . And the r e g i o n ' s r i c h coal 

r e s e r v e s have remained re la t ive ly untapped. 

A s the s e a r c h and development of e n e r g y r e s o u r c e s a c c e l e r a t e s , the impact 

on the P l a t e a u Region could be quite d r a m a t i c a s the mul t ip l ier effect b r i n g s 

with it an economic expansion that would be r e f l e c t e d in construct ion, r e t a i l 

and wholesa le t r a d e , government , and o ther a c t i v i t i e s affect ing the c ivi l ian 

l a b o r f o r c e . 

Grand Junct ion in M e s a County i s the l a r g e s t c i ty in the state outside of 

the F r o n t R a n g e . In addition to being a r e g i o n a l t r a d e c e n t e r b e c a u s e of i ts 

a c c e s s to m a j o r highway, r a i l , and a i r l i n e s y s t e m s , Grand Junction has and is 
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exper ienc ing growth a s an e l e c t r o n i c s and manufactur ing c e n t e r . At p r e s e n t 

the P l a t e a u Region has the second l a r g e s t number of e m p l o y e e s in manufacturing 

occupat ions of any r e g i o n outside the F r o n t R a n g e , exceeded only by the Spanish 

P e a k s R e g i o n , which includes Pueblo. 

A g r i c u l t u r e h a s t radi t ional ly played a s ign i f i cant r o l e in the economy of 

the P l a t e a u R e g i o n . Employing 8. 7 percent of the work f o r c e in 1974 , agr icu l ture 

is a l a r g e r e m p l o y e r than e i ther manufacturing, 6. 6 p e r c e n t , o r mining, 3. 8 

p e r c e n t . As the R e g i o n ' s economy has grown and d i v e r s i f i e d , however , a g r i -

cul ture has dec l ined in r e l a t i v e importance , a p a t t e r n which can be expected 

to continue. 

T h e P l a t e a u Region is the home of 3. 6 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

T o t a l population of the reg ion reached an es t imated 92, 272 p e r s o n s in 1975, up 

7. 8 p e r c e n t o v e r 1970 . In 1974, one-fourth of the R e g i o n ' s population was 15 

y e a r s or younger and 42 p e r c e n t were under 2 5 y e a r s old. The working age 

group between 16 and 64 numbered 5 4 , 8 6 0 . 

The R e g i o n ' s to ta l employment f o r 1974 totaled 39, 546 with 3, 565 

employed in a g r i c u l t u r e and 35, 981 employed in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e e n t e r p r i s e s . 

Employment t r e n d s in th is region could be quite explos ive depending on economic 

condit ions and t e c h n o l o g i c a l developments . The Colorado Divis ion of Planning 

e s t i m a t e s that if t h e s e developments occur , the R e g i o n ' s population could i n c r e a s e 

by 75 p e r c e n t in ten y e a r s . 

5/ T o t a l E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l types of employment in both the public and 
p r i v a t e s e c t o r s 

6/ See T a b l e 14 
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T h e fol lowing c h a r t s h o w s the c o m p o s i t i o n of the R e g i o n ' s 1 9 7 4 r e s i d e n t 

c i v i l i a n l a b o r f o r c e : 

FIGURE 1 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 11 
PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 

1974 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, 

November 1974 and July 1975. 

C o u n t i e s in the R e g i o n c o n t r i b u t e to the R e g i o n ' s e m p l o y m e n t a s f o l l o w s : 

County Indiv iduals E m p l o y e d P e r c e n t 

G a r f i e l d 4 , 7 9 0 2 0 . 4 
M e s a 1 5 , 8 2 4 6 7 . 5 
M o f f a t 1 , 7 3 0 7 . 4 
R i o B l a n c o 1 , 1 0 1 4 . 7 

T o t a l R e g i o n 2 3 , 4 4 5 

T o t a l R e g i o n C o v e r e d E m p l o y m e n t 7/ - T h i r d Q u a r t e r 1 9 7 4 

7/ C o v e r e d E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l t y p e s of e m p l o y m e n t " c o v e r e d " b y the 
C o l o r a d o E m p l o y m e n t S e c u r i t y A c t , u s u a l l y in t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r . A c c o r d -
ingly , g o v e r n m e n t e m p l o y m e n t inc luding t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d e m p l o y m e n t , 
c h a r i t a b l e o r g a n i z a t i o n s and t h e l i k e a r e not c o v e r e d . 
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Conclusion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

In th is P l a t e a u Region the economic c l i m a t e m a y be d e s c r i b e d as one 

that could undergo d r a m a t i c change a s d o m e s t i c p o l i c i e s and energy technology 

develop. T h e s e changes could occur with impetus in a few s h o r t y e a r s and 

complete ly a l t e r the s o c i o - e c o n o m i c prof i le of th is R e g i o n a s wel l a s o thers 

on the W e s t e r n S lope . 

I n t e g r a l to the e c o n o m i c l i fe of the region a r e the J o b S e r v i c e C e n t e r s 

of the Div is ion in a s s i s t i n g job s e e k e r s in the l a b o r m a r k e t to sui table employ-

ment a s wel l a s enabling e m p l o y e r s to mainta in adequately staffed work f o r c e s . 

At p r e s e n t , the Div is ion o p e r a t e s job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s at C r a i g , Glenwood Springs, 

and Grand J u n c t i o n in render ing these s e r v i c e s to the reg ion . T h e s e t h r e e c i t i e s 

a r e the l a r g e s t of the Region . Other c i t i e s and towns of the Reg ion have individual 

populations that do not exceed a 2, 300 r e s i d e n c y . 

Cons ider ing a gradual a s well as rapid e c o n o m i c expansion, it would 

appear the job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s in the named c i t i e s a r e p r o p e r l y located to handle 

e i ther type of e c o n o m i c expansion - with enlarged s t a f f s , of c o u r s e , if an 

e c o n o m i c boom o c c u r s . F o r the moment and the f o r e s e e a b l e future , it would 

appear that no other job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s a r e n e c e s s a r y . 

Speculat ing a s to an oil shale technologica l advance and demand it would 

appear that in i t ia l ly both the Glenwood Springs and Grand Junct ion o f f i ces could 

handle the demand - C r a i g could a l s o r e n d e r s o m e in i t ia l s e r v i c e in this r e s p e c t . 

Keeping in mind that an oi l shale development would have a d i r e c t impact on 

R i f l e and p o s s i b l y M e e k e r a s well as the s m a l l towns in the a r e a , it would appear 

a s u b - o f f i c e could be s e t up at R i f l e with a f u l l - s e r v i c e of f i ce phased in, i f the 

demand w a r r a n t e d such ac t ion . 
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Other energy deve lopments , a s f o r coal and uranium, while having an 

e c o n o m i c impact would not be n e a r l y so g r e a t a s in the e x i s t e n c e of oi l s h a l e . 

A l s o , the gradual economic expans ion of the Region would not c a l l f o r addit ional 

j o b s e r v i c e c e n t e r s , s imply a s low and o r d e r l y expansion of s ta f f to m e e t 

i n c r e a s i n g workloads. 
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TABLE 6 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION N O . 11 
ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

Total Population Number of Households Number of Families 

County 1974 1970 Change 1974
a

 1970 Change 1 9 7 4
a

 1970 Change 

Garfield 16,400 14,821 1,579 5,650 4,923 727 4,950 4,005 945 

Mesa 58,400 54,374 4,026 19,620 17,640 1,980 15,640 14,068 1,572 

Moffat 6,860 6,525 335 2,280 2,095 185 1,810 1,665 145 

Rio Blanco 5,080 4,842 238 1,590 1,474 116 1,320 1,229 91 

Region Total 86,740 80,562 6,178 29,140 26,132 3,008 23,720 20,967 2,753 

a

 Estimated by Business Research Division based upon source data. 

Source: Colorado Population Trends, Vol. 4, Number 1, Winter 1975, "Regional and County Population 

Estimates—1973 and 1974," Colorado Division of Planning, Denver, Colorado and Business 

Research Division, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado; and, Housing in Colorado: 

Current Inventory and Needs, April 1, 1974, Colorado State Board of Housing and Division 

of Housing, Department of Local Affairs, Denver, Colorado, June 1974. 



TABLE 13 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 11 

ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

1970-1974 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 

1970-1974 
Number 

Increase 
% 

Civilian Labor Force 34,321 34,284 36,150 39,342 41,126 6,805 19.8 

Unemployment 1,538 1,643 1,558 1,541 1,580 42 2.7 

Percent of Labor Force 4.5 4.8 4.3 3.9 3.8 — — 

Total Employment 32,783 32,641 34,592 37,801 39,546 6,763 20.6 

Agriculture 3,928 3,407 3,298 3,631 3,565 -363 -9.2 

Nonagriculture Wage and 
Salary 25,036 25,336 27,255 29,908 31,653 6,617 26.4 

All Other Nonagricultural
0 

3,819 3,898 4,039 4,262 4,328 509 13.3 

Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job holding and commuting. 

b Includes resident nonagricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-employed, unpaid 

family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. 
c 

Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestics. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, November 1974 and July 1975. 



REGION NO. 12 - NORTHERN MOUNTAIN 

Situated in the Northern-Central portion of the state are six counties 

comprising Colorado's Planning Region No. 12, the Northern Mountain. These 

counties--Routt, Jackson, Grand, Eagle, Summit and Pitkin--span 9,072 square 

miles and had a 1974 population of 38,810, 1.6 percent of the state's residents. 

Projections for the region suggest a possible population of 72,522 by 

the year 2000, a 92 percent increase. 

Population Distribution and Growth 

Fastest growing among these communities is Summit County, its 1975 

population equaling 15.3 percent of the region. Eagle County has the largest 

population in the Region, equaling 24%, while Routt County has the largest 

with 22% and Jackson County is the least populated with a 1975 population of 

2,682. 

Individual communities ranged in size from 298 to over 4,500. In 1974, 

Aspen was the largest community. Unlike other rural regions in Colorado, the 

growing popularity of the Northern Mountain Region as a recreation and vacation 

home site has caused its population growth to substantially outstrip the state 

average. Between 1960 and 1970, its population grew 42 percent, compared to 

26 percent for the state. With the completion in 1973 of the Eisenhower Tunnel, 

carrying Interstate Highway 70 from Denver under the Continental Divide to 

Summit County, the rate of growth accelerated with population increasing by 

69 percent between 1970 and 1975, faster even than the Denver Metro suburban 

counties. 

A listing of the Region's seven largest communities follows: 1/ 

1/ See Table 6 
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1974 

Community County Population Commuting Area 2/ 

Aspen Pitkin 4,500 12,115 
Breckenridge _3/ Summit 1,500 7,396 
Eagle Eagle 1,125 17,160 
Hayden Routt 1,110 11,322 

Kremmling Grand 1,500 5,550 
Steamboat Springs 3/ Routt 4,000 8,390 
Walden Jackson 1,110 2,010 

Population for the region and its counties, beginning with 1970 Census 

data, is projected at five-year intervals to the year 2000. _4/ The region 

should have a substantial growth through 2000. Data projections are given a 

High Series and Low Series to provide an estimated range of growth. 

Regional and County Population Projections, 1970 to 2000, High & Low Series 

' 1 9 7 0 1 9 7 5 1 9 8 0 1 9 8 5 1 9 9 0 1 9 9 5 2 0 0 0 

Region 12 L 2 8 , 8 5 8 4 8 , 7 3 8 5 0 , 6 3 3 5 1 , 8 2 1 5 3 , 4 4 4 5 5 , 5 2 3 58 ,441 
H (Same) 4 9 , 6 9 6 5 2 , 2 7 5 5 5 , 2 6 7 5 9 , 4 4 7 6 4 , 9 7 5 7 2 ,5 2 2 

Eagle L 7 , 4 9 8 1 1 , 5 5 8 10 ,932 1 0 , 6 4 0 1 0 , 4 0 8 1 0 , 5 2 0 10 .765 
H (Same) 1 1 , 7 8 5 1 1 , 2 8 7 1 1 , 3 4 8 11 ,577 1 2 , 3 1 1 1 3 , 3 5 9 

Grand L 4 , 1 0 7 7 , 6 7 2 8 , 6 9 4 9 , 2 7 2 9 , 9 4 7 1 0 , 5 4 0 1 1 , 3 1 0 
H (Same) 7 , 8 2 2 8 , 9 7 5 9 , 8 8 7 1 1 , 0 6 1 1 2 , 3 2 8 14 ,024 

Jackson L 1 , 8 1 1 2 , 6 8 2 2 , 3 5 5 2 , 1 9 1 2 , 0 3 5 1 ,997 1 ,975 
H (Same) 2 , 7 3 5 2 , 4 3 2 2 , 3 3 7 2 , 2 6 2 2 , 3 3 6 2 ,454 

Pitkin L 6 , 1 8 5 1 0 , 1 7 9 1 0 , 2 5 4 1 0 , 3 1 9 1 0 , 4 6 4 1 0 , 7 6 8 11 225 
H (Same) 1 0 , 3 8 0 1 0 , 5 8 8 1 1 , 0 1 0 11 ,647 1 2 , 6 1 6 13 ,955 

Routt L 6 , 5 9 2 1 0 , 5 2 9 1 0 , 3 2 5 1 0 , 2 6 8 1 0 , 2 8 2 1 0 , 5 3 4 10 932 
H (Same) 1 0 , 7 3 6 1 0 , 6 5 8 1 0 , 9 4 6 1 1 , 4 2 7 1 2 , 3 0 9 13 ,535 

Summit L 2 , 6 6 5 6 , 1 1 7 8 , 0 7 2 9 , 1 3 0 1 0 , 3 0 9 1 1 , 1 6 4 12,229 
H (Same) 6 , 2 3 7 8 , 3 3 5 9 , 7 4 0 11,472 1 3 , 0 7 5 15,195 

Education 

In addition to the normal elementary and secondary school systems, these 

communities are served by two higher learning institutions for liberal arts, 

vocational, and technical training. 

Colorado Mountain College 

U.S. International University 

Vocational Technical - Liberal Arts 
Occupational and Pre-Professional 

Colorado Alpine Campus - 2 year Liberal Arts 

2 / 

3/ 

4 / 

Commuting Area refers to the surrounding area population that could travel 
to the general vicinity of a specific community for employment. Also, the 
commuting areas' populations usually overlap from one community area to 
another—Steamboat Springs and Hayden, for example. 
Offices of the Division already exist in these communities. 
Colorado Population Trends, Business Research Division, Graduate School of 
Business Administration, University of Colorado. 
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LABOR MARKET 

Historically, the economy of the Northern Mountain Region has been tied 

to its abundant and varied natural resources. Mining employs about 4 percent 

of the Region's work force. Coal is the region's leading mineral with Routt 

County being the largest producer in the state, and Pitkin County the third 

largest producing a total value of $42.6 million, over 62 percent of the state 

total in 1974. The region also produced 88 percent of the iron, 41 percent of 

the volcanic scoria, and 24 percent of the zinc. 

While the abundant natural resources and agriculture have been the backbone 

of its economy over the years, developments in tourism and recreation in the 

last fifteen years have become the region's greatest source of income and employ-

ment. The region includes the state's largest vacation ski resort complexes 

including Aspen, Breckenridge, Steamboat Springs, and Vail, as well as a half 

dozen others. Summer recreation attractions include Dillon Reservoir, Shadow 

Mountain National Recreation Area with Lake Granby, Grand Lake and Shadow Mountain 

Reservoir, Rocky Mountain National Park, and the Arapahoe, Routt and White River 

National Forests. 

Unlike other rural areas in Colorado, the growing popularity of the Northern 

Mountain Region as a recreation and home site has caused its population growth 

to substantially outstrip the state average. Between 1960 and 1970, its popula-

tion grew 42 percent compared to 26 percent for the state. With the completion 

in 1973 of the Eisenhower Tunnel carrying Interstate Highway 70 from Denver 

under the Continental Divide to Summit County, the rate of growth accelerated 

with population increasing by 69 percent between 1970 and 1975, faster even than 

the Denver Metro suburban counties. 

Furthermore, throughout the Northern Mountain Region, a conscientious 

effort is being made to promote a pattern of future growth and development which 

is compatible with both the existing structure and functions of the economy. 
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From community to community the most desirable mix of estimates will vary, as 

current and potential growth and development patterns permit. 

In 1974 there were an estimated 29,100 persons living in the Northern 

Mountain Region between the ages of 16 and 64. The region's resident civilian 

labor force numbered 23,076 of whom 14,745 were men and 8,331 were women. 

Between 1970 and 1974, the total labor force rose 81.3 percent. Over the five 

years the average unemployment rate was 4.5 percent, reaching its period low 

of 4.1 percent in 1972. Total average annual employment reached its high 

period of 21,977 in 1974, up 80.2 percent above 1970. 

The region's total employment 5/ for 1974 totalled 21,977 with 1,099 

(4.8 percent of the resident labor force) unemployed. Agriculture employed 

1,396 persons and 20,581 employed in non-agricultural enterprises. 6/ 

The following chart shows the composition of the region's 1974 resident 

civilian labor force: 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION N O . 12 

PERCENTAGE COMPOSITION OF RESIDENT CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE 

1974 

5/ Total Employment refers to all types of employment in both public and private sector. 

6/ See Table 13 
- 102 -



Region No. 12 

Counties in the Region contribute to the region's employment as follows: 

County Individuals Employed Percent 

Eagle 
Grand 

3,377 
1,302 

445 
4,757 
2,384 
1,507 

24.5 
9.4 
3.2 

34.5 
17.3 
10.9 

Jackson 
Pitkin 
Routt 
Summit 

Total 13,772 

Total region covered employment - Third Quarter 1974 7/ 

7/ Covered Employment refers to all types of employment "covered" by the Colo-
rado Employment Security Act, usually in the private sector. Accordingly, 
government employment including teachers, railroad employment, charitable 
organizations and the like are not covered. 

The economic profile of this region indicates that rapid expansion in 

the tourism and recreation sector should influence the growth of other economic 

activities. In fact, all counties of the region are making a conscientious 

effort to promote growth patterns which are compatible with both the existing 

structure and trends of their economies. In the meanwhile agriculture, minerals, 

and power continue to make sizeable contributions to the region's economic life. 

Serving applicant and employer needs in this region are two offices of 

the Division at Breckenridge and Steamboat Springs. Because of close proximity 

offices at Glenwood Springs and Craig (from the Plateau Region, No.ll) partic-

ipate in rendering job services to regional applicants and employers. 

Serving applicant and employer needs in this region are three recently 

opened Job Service Centers situated at Breckenridge, Steamboat Springs, and 

Minturn. These offices are sub-offices of long established offices--Leadville, 

Craig, and Glenwood Springs respectively. As these sub-offices have been in-

stalled and opened, they are staffed with CETA-PSE and unemployment insurance 

personnel. Also, the facilities obtained are usually shared or free with the 

Conclusion and Recommendation 
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proviso that as these offices establish the fact that job services are permanently 

needed in these communities, the Division would then make arrangements for rental 

of the facilities. 

Since their openings in November and December of 1975, the Steamboat Springs 

and Breckenridge offices have made a sizeable contribution to the job placement 

needs and unemployment insurance services required in these communities. The 

Minturn office is as yet unproven, having been open only two weeks as of this 

writing. For Fiscal Year 1976, Steamboat has made 691 placements and serviced 

1,195 initial claims and 3,302 continued claims; Breckenridge has made 390 place-

ments and forwarded claims to the Leadville office. Initially, it appears that 

these two sub-offices are rendering more than adequate services to their commun-

ities and are paying their own way. 

Rationale for the establishment of these offices has been the rapid popula-

tion and economic expansion of this region, coupled with the relative isolation 

of these mountain communities. With respect to Breckenridge, however, it is recom-

mended that this not be considered a final site for an office to serve this area. 

A generalized view of the area seems to indicate that Frisco rather than Breckenridge 

is a better center of population for the Dillon-Frisco-Vail-Breckenridge area and 

that its accessibility makes it the logical site as a Job Service Center. 

Considering the rationale for opening these offices and the relationships 

and proximity of other offices; i.e., Trinidad-Walsenburg; Alamosa-Monte Vista; 

LaJunta-Rocky Ford, and others, it appears to be paradoxical that the Division 

has not opened a sub-office, at least, in Aspen which is located approximately 

forty miles from Glenwood, and with an expanding population size now approximately 

the same as Glenwood, Aspen is one of the most dynamic cities in the region. Its 

reputation as a ski and recreation area has caused the economic profile of the 

area to change dramatically in the last fifteen years. 
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At the present time, residents of Aspen must travel to Glenwood Springs, 

approximately 40 miles distance, for basic job services. Furthermore, in 1974, 

Pitkin County had 4,757 persons employed by approximately 650 covered employers. 
* 

It would appear that fluctuations in economic activity, coupled with gradual 

expansion in the public and private sectors, would call for the establishment 

of a Job Service Center in Aspen. 

It is recommended here that at the outset a sub-office be established in 

Aspen, then if enlarged services are warranted, the office could be expanded 

to full service status at a later time. 
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TABLE 6 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 12 
ESTIMATED TOTAL POPULATION, HOUSEHOLDS AND FAMILIES 

1970 AND 1974 

Total Population Number of Households Number of Families 

County 1970 1974 Change 1970 1974
a 

Change 1970 1974a Change 

Eagle County 7,498 9,480 1,982 2,302 3,000 698 1,828 2,400 572 

Grand County 4,107 5,550 1,443 1,370 1,920 550 1,101 1,540 439 

Jackson County 1,811 2,010 199 578 670 92 470 540 70 

Pitkin County 6,185 7,970 1,785 2,060 2,760 700 1,358 1,820 462 

Routt County 6,592 8,390 1,798 2,159 2,840 681 1,703 2,250 547 

Summit County 2,665 4,410 1,745 862 1,470 608 659 1,130 471 

Region Total 28,858 37,810 8,952 9,331 12,660 3,329 7,119 9,680 2,561 

Estimated by the Business Research Division based upon source data. 

Source: "Regional and County Population E s t i m a t e s — 1 9 7 3 and 1974," Colorado Population Trends, Volume 4 
No. 1, Winter 1975, Colorado Division of Planning, Denver, Colorado and Business Research Divi-

sion, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado; and Housing in Colorado: Current Inventory and 

Needs, April 1, 1974, Colorado State Housing Board and Division of Housing, Department of Local 

Affairs, Denver, Colorado, June 1974. 



TABLE 13 

COLORADO PLANNING AND MANAGEMENT REGION NO. 12 

ANNUAL AVERAGE RESIDENT LABOR FORCE BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS 

1970 - 1974 

1970-74 Increase 

1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 # 
% 

Civilian Labor Force 12,738 14,317 19,895 22,781 23,076 10,338 81. 2% 

Unemployment 541 768 812 960 1,099 558 103. 1 

Percent of Labor Force 4.2% 5.4% 4.1% 4.2% 4.8% — 

Total Employment b 12,197 13,549 19,083 21,821 21,977 9,780 80. 2% 

Agriculture 1,549 1,355 1,305 1,445 1,396 -153 - 9. 9 

Non-Agricultural Wage and Salary 9,141 10,463 15,346 17,682 17,978 8,837 96. 7 

All Other Non-Agricultural
 c 

1,507 1,731 2,432 2,694 2,603 1,096 72. 7 

Includes employed and unemployed individuals with data adjusted for multiple job-holding and commuting. 

b Includes resident non-agricultural wage and salary workers, agricultural workers, self-employed, unpaid 

family and domestic workers, and persons involved in labor disputes. 

C

 Includes self-employed, unpaid family and domestics. 

Source: Colorado Division of Employment, Denver, Colorado, July 1975. 
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T H E D E N V E R A D M I N I S T R A T I V E A R E A 

T h e D i v i s i o n ' s D e n v e r A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a i s c o m p r i s e d of one State 

Planning R e g i o n , R e g i o n No. 3. T h i s r e g i o n c o n s i s t s of eight c o u n t i e s : 

A d a m s 
A r a p a h o e 
B o u l d e r 
C l e a r C r e e k 
D e n v e r 
Douglas 
Gi lpin 
J e f f e r s o n 

Spanning 5, 045 s q u a r e m i l e s , th is A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a is one of g e o -

g r a p h i c a l c o n t r a s t s ranging f r o m rol l ing plain and p r a r i e to f o o t h i l l s and 

tower ing p e a k s of the f ront r a n g e . 

T h e a r e a had an e s t i m a t e d 1975 population of 1 , 4 2 5 , 7 0 0 - - 5 6 . 4 p e r c e n t 

of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s , a to ta l work f o r c e of 6 6 1 , 552 and 31, 029 c o v e r e d 

e m p l o y e r s . E m p l o y m e n t in the a r e a is l a r g e l y d i s t r i b u t e d in the following 

a c t i v i t i e s : 

T r a d e 1 4 5 , 5 4 1 22% 
S e r v i c e s 1 1 9 , 0 7 9 18% 
G o v e r n m e n t 9 9 , 2 3 3 15% 
Manufac tur ing 8 6 , 0 0 0 13% 
S e l f - e m p l o y e d & 
Other 4 6 , 3 0 9 7% 
F i n a n c e , I n s u r a n c e & 
R e a l E s t a t e 3 9 , 6 9 3 6% 

O f f i c e s of the D i v i s i o n a r e p r e s e n t l y s i tuated in the fol lowing c o m m u n i t i e s : 

D e n v e r 600 G r a n t S t r e e t 
D e n v e r / A u r o r a 10290 E a s t C o l f a x 
D e n v e r / Englewood 3311 South B r o a d w a y 
D e n v e r / Lakewood 8585 W e s t 14th Avenue 
D e n v e r / W e s t m i n s t e r 7475 Dakin S t r e e t 
B o u l d e r 2950 Walnut 
B r i g h t o n 27 South F o u r t h Avenue 
L o n g m o n t 1120 Main S t r e e t 
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T h e Denver A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a 

T h e Divis ion a l s o has s p e c i a l t y o f f i c e s c o n c e r n e d with: 

Casua l and F a r m L a b o r P l a c e m e n t 
Denver B o y s 
J o b C o r p s 
P la t te V a l l e y J I S 
West J I S 
Denver U n i v e r s i t y P l a c e m e n t 
Denver Manpower C e n t e r 

T h e o v e r a l l c o n c l u s i o n f o r t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i v e A r e a is that the a r e a i s 

adequately served through the p r e s e n t o f f i c e s and that no addit ional o f f i c e s a r e 

needed. 
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R E G I O N NO. 3 - D E N V E R M E T R O P O L I T A N 

Situated in the n o r t h - c e n t r a l por t ion of the s ta te a r e eight c o u n t i e s c o m -

p r i s i n g C o l o r a d o ' s P lanning R e g i o n No. 3, the D e n v e r M e t r o p o l i t a n . T h e s e 

count ies - Adams, A r a p a h o e , B o u l d e r , C l e a r C r e e k , Denver , Douglas , Gi lpin , 

and J e f f e r s o n - span 5, 045 s q u a r e m i l e s and had an e s t i m a t e d 1975 population of 

1 , 4 2 5 , 7 0 0 , 5 6 . 4 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s r e s i d e n t s . 

P r o j e c t i o n s f o r the r e g i o n s u g g e s t a p o s s i b l e population of 2, 4 6 4 , 061 by 

the y e a r 2000 , a 4 2 . 1 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e . 

The Denver M e t r o p o l i t a n Reg ion , with 4. 9 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s land a r e a 

h a s an a v e r a g e population d e n s i t y of 288 people p e r s q u a r e m i l e - even though 

the reg ion includes such s p a r s e l y populated count ies a s C l e a r C r e e k , Douglas 

and Gilpin. 

At the hub of the r e g i o n i s the City and County of D e n v e r . T h e l a r g e s t 

m e t r o p o l i t a n - i n d u s t r i a l c i ty in the s t a t e , D e n v e r p r o p e r is a c o m p l e t e l y u r b a n -

ized county and grew only 4 . 2 p e r c e n t be tween 1960 and 1 9 7 0 . T h e s e v e n r e -

maining counties in the r e g i o n g r e w at a 64 p e r c e n t r a t e between 1960 and 1970 , 

f a s t e r than any other r e g i o n in the s t a t e , and t h e i r 24 p e r c e n t i n c r e a s e be tween 

1970 and 1975 continued t h i s p a c e . 

Popula t ion D i s t r i b u t i o n and Growth 

A l is t ing of the R e g i o n ' s 21 l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s fo l lows : 

Community County 1973 E s t i m a t e d Populat ion 

Arvada 
A u r o r a 

A d a m s / J e f f e r s o n 
A d a m s / A r a p a h o e 

6 0 , 4 0 0 
9 8 , 0 0 0 
7 5 , 0 0 0 
10,000 
12, 000 

2, 000 

Boulder 1/ 
Br ighton 1/ 
B r o o m f i e l d 
C a s t l e R o c k 

B o u l d e r 
A d a m s 
A d a m s 
Douglas 

1/ O f f i c e s of the D i v i s i o n a l r e a d y e x i s t in t h e s e c o m m u n i t i e s . 
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L i s t ing of the R e g i o n ' s 21 l a r g e s t c o m m u n i t i e s - continued 

Community 

C e n t r a l City 
C o m m e r c e City 
Denver 1/ 
Englewood 1/ 
Georgetown 
Golden 
Idaho Springs 
Lakewood 1/ 
Li t t le ton 
Longmont 1/ 
Northglenn 
Sheridan 
Thornton 
W e s t m i n s t e r 1/ 
Wheat Ridge 

Population for the Reg ion and i ts count ies beginning with 1970 C e n s u s 

data is pro jec ted at f i v e - y e a r i n t e r v a l s to the y e a r 2 0 0 0 . 2/ The Region should 

have a moderate growth through 2000 . Data p r o j e c t i o n s a r e given a High 

S e r i e s and Low S e r i e s to provide an e s t i m a t e d r a n g e of growth. 

T a b l e 1. Regional and County Populat ion P r o j e c t i o n s , 1970 to 2000, High and Low S e r i e s 

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 
ion 3 L 1 ,242 ,027 

(Same) 
1 , 3 9 3 , 6 1 9 
1 , 4 4 4 , 1 5 4 

1 , 4 3 1 , 8 8 1 
1 , 5 3 9 , 9 1 7 

1 , 4 7 2 , 6 2 9 
1 , 6 8 2 , 5 3 3 

1 , 5 3 9 , 9 4 3 
1 ,892 ,197 

1 , 6 0 2 , 4 7 9 
2 , 1 5 2 , 7 4 1 

1 , 6 4 3 , 3 9 5 
2 , 4 5 4 , 0 5 1 

Adams l 1 8 5 , 7 8 9 
(Same) 

2 1 6 , 5 9 5 
2 2 4 , 4 7 8 

2 3 1 , 8 9 3 
2 4 9 , 4 9 6 

2 4 3 , 1 7 4 
2 7 8 , 0 8 6 

2 5 9 , 2 4 0 
3 1 9 , 0 0 0 

2 7 2 , 2 6 7 
3 6 6 , 4 8 8 

2 8 1 , 7 8 2 
4 2 3 . 5 7 8 

Arapahoe L 1 6 2 , 1 4 2 
(Same) 

1 9 4 , 5 5 6 
2 0 1 , 6 2 4 

2 1 3 , 3 1 4 
2 2 9 , 4 6 0 

2 2 6 , 2 3 4 
2 5 8 , 6 0 3 

2 4 3 , 8 1 0 
2 9 9 , 7 9 7 

2 5 7 , 4 6 4 
3 4 6 , 2 0 5 

2 5 7 , 8 5 1 
4 0 2 , 1 1 0 

Boulder L 1 3 1 , 8 8 9 
(Same) 

1 5 7 , 3 9 0 
1 6 3 , 0 9 9 

1 7 1 , 1 4 8 
1 8 4 , 0 5 4 

1 8 0 , 9 1 7 
2 0 6 , 6 6 8 

1 9 4 , 3 0 6 
2 3 8 , 6 5 8 

2 0 4 , 8 6 2 
2 7 5 , 0 3 1 

2 1 2 , 8 7 3 
3 1 8 , 8 8 3 

Clear C r e e k L 4 , 8 1 9 
(Samel 

5 , 7 8 6 
5 , 9 9 5 

6 , 3 1 1 
6 , 7 8 6 

6 , 6 8 3 
7 , 6 3 2 

7 , 1 9 0 
8 , 8 2 9 

7 , 5 8 6 
1 0 , 1 8 5 

7 , 8 8 9 
1 1 , 8 2 1 

Denver L 5 1 4 , 6 7 8 
(Same) 

5 2 1 , 1 3 2 
5 3 9 , 9 7 0 

4 7 8 , 2 4 4 
5 1 4 , 1 1 0 

4 6 2 , 6 1 9 
5 2 8 , 0 6 2 

4 5 2 , 9 7 6 
5 5 5 , 7 1 2 

4 5 5 , 4 6 6 
6 1 0 , 4 8 7 

4 5 0 , 7 6 7 
6 7 3 , 8 4 8 

Douglas L 8 , 4 0 7 
(Same) 

1 1 , 9 6 6 
1 2 , 4 0 0 

1 4 , 7 0 9 
1 5 , 8 1 9 

1 6 , 3 7 4 
1 8 , 7 0 9 

1 8 , 4 3 1 
2 2 , 6 5 0 

1 9 , 8 6 2 
2 6 , 6 8 8 

2 1 , 0 5 8 
3 1 , 6 0 1 

Gilpin L 1 ,272 
(Same) 

1 , 5 3 7 
1 , 5 9 2 

1 , 7 2 9 
1 , 8 5 8 

1 , 8 5 7 
2 , 1 2 0 

2 , 0 2 5 
2 , 4 8 4 

2 , 1 5 0 
2 , 8 8 3 

2 , 2 5 0 
3 , 3 6 6 

J e f f e r s o n L 
H 

2 3 3 , 0 3 1 
(Same) 

2 8 4 , 6 5 7 
2 9 4 , 9 9 6 

3 1 4 , 5 3 3 
3 3 8 , 3 3 2 

3 3 4 , 7 7 2 
3 8 2 , 6 5 2 

3 6 1 , 9 6 6 
4 4 5 , 0 6 7 

3 8 2 , 8 2 2 
5 1 4 , 7 7 4 

3 9 8 , 9 0 6 
5 9 8 , 8 5 6 

2/ Colorado Population T r e n d s , B u s i n e s s R e s e a r c h Division, Graduate School 
of B u s i n e s s Adminis t ra t ion , U n i v e r s i t y of C o l o r a d o 

- 112 -

County 1973 E s t i m a t e d 

Gilpin 350 
A d a m s 1 7 , 5 0 0 
D e n v e r 5 1 6 , 8 0 0 
A r a p a h o e 4 0 , 0 0 0 
C l e a r C r e e k 600 
J e f f e r s o n 1 2 , 0 0 0 
C l e a r C r e e k 2 , 5 0 0 
J e f f e r s o n 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 
Arapahoe 3 2 , 5 0 0 
B o u l d e r 3 0 , 0 0 0 
A d a m s 3 2 , 5 0 0 
A r a p a h o e 5 , 0 0 0 
A d a m s 2 0 , 5 0 0 
A d a m s 2 3 , 0 0 0 
J e f f e r s o n 3 0 , 0 0 0 
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Educat ion 

In addition to the n o r m a l e l e m e n t a r y and s e c o n d a r y school s y s t e m s , t h e s e 

c o m m u n i t i e s a r e s e r v e d by nine higher l earn ing inst i tut ions f o r l i b e r a l a r t s , 

vocat iona l , and t e c h n i c a l t ra in ing . T h e r e a r e two j u n i o r c o l l e g e s in the a r e a : 

Arapahoe Community Col lege and the Community C o l l e g e of Denver . T h e f o u r -

y e a r c o l l e g e s a r e : Colorado School of M i n e s , M e t r o p o l i t a n State Col lege , The 

U n i v e r s i t y of Colorado and the School of Medic ine and Nurs ing, the Univers i ty 

of D e n v e r , Colorado W o m e n ' s Col lege , and L o r e t t o Heights . 

L a b o r M a r k e t 

T h e Denver M e t r o Planning Region p r o v i d e s m e t r o p o l i t a n s e r v i c e s for 

the s t a t e and the b r o a d e r Rocky Mountain R e g i o n . The City of Denver is not 

only the s ta te capi tol , but a l s o the s i te of many f e d e r a l r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s , with 

m o r e f e d e r a l a g e n c i e s than any city except Washington, D. C. Government employ-

ment , however , accounted f o r b a r e l y 16 p e r c e n t of the r e g i o n ' s workforce , l e s s 

than the s ta te a v e r a g e of 18 p e r c e n t . It i s the c e n t e r of the s t a t e ' s a i r , r a i l , 

and highway t ranspor ta t ion s y s t e m s . 

A s a r e g i o n a l economic c e n t e r , D e n v e r ' s r o l e is r e f l e c t e d in the fact it 

has 63 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s work f o r c e and th i s work f o r c e c o m p r i s e s 80 p e r c e n t 

of the s t a t e ' s b u s i n e s s s e r v i c e s employment , 77 p e r c e n t of the wholesale t r a d e 

employment , 77 p e r c e n t of the f inance , i n s u r a n c e , and r e a l es ta te employment, 

and 75 p e r c e n t of the t ranspor ta t ion and c o m m u n i c a t i o n s employment . As the 

t r a d i t i o n a l manufactur ing c e n t e r of the s ta te , the D e n v e r Region has 71 percent 

of the s t a t e ' s manufactur ing employment . 

On the p la ins s e c t o r of the region - the e a s t e r n p a r t s of Adams, Arapahoe, 

and B o u l d e r count ies - a r e produced s igni f icant quant i t ies of wheat, b a r l e y , and 
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vegetables as well a s 14 p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s na tura l g a s and o i l . A l s o , half 

the s t a t e ' s sand and g r a v e l , a s wel l a s 80 p e r c e n t of the s tone and c l a y a r e 

quarried h e r e - r e f l e c t i n g the scope of the r e g i o n ' s c o n s t r u c t i o n ac t iv i ty . 

T h e R e g i o n ' s t o t a l employment 3/ a s of S e p t e m b e r 1976 tota led 6 9 1 , 9 0 0 

with 11, 200 employed in a g r i c u l t u r e , 590, 200 employed in n o n - a g r i c u l t u r e and 

46, 300 s e l f employed and d o m e s t i c s . Employment t r e n d s indicate s l ight changes 

in the to ta l employment dis tr ibut ion with a g r i c u l t u r a l s e c t o r decl ining and the 

i n d u s t r i a l - c o m m e r c i a l s e c t o r i n c r e a s i n g . 

T h e following c h a r t shows the composi t ion of the r e g i o n ' s 1976 r e s i d e n t 

c ivi l ian l a b o r f o r c e . 

REGION 3 : S e p t e m b e r 1 9 7 6 C i v i l i a n W o r k F o r c e : 6 9 1 , 9 0 0 

Agriculture 
& Mining 

S o u r c e : B a s e d upon Colorado Divis ion of E m p l o y m e n t 
and T r a i n i n g unpublished data . 

3/ Tota l Employment r e f e r s to a l l types of employment in both the publ ic and 
private s e c t o r s . 
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Counties in the Reg ion contr ibute to the R e g i o n ' s employment a s fo l lows: 

County Individuals Employed P e r c e n t 

A d a m s 4 6 , 4 2 1 8 . 5 % 
A r a p a h o e 6 2 , 9 6 3 1 1 . 6 % 
B o u l d e r 5 4 , 7 7 3 1 0 . 1 % 
C l e a r C r e e k 2 , 2 8 2 . 4 % 
D e n v e r 3 0 2 , 9 8 6 55. 8% 
Douglas 1 , 8 7 0 . 3 % 
Gi lp in 128 . 0 2 % 
J e f f e r s o n 7 1 , 8 1 0 1 3 . 2 % 
T o t a l 5 4 3 , 2 3 3 

T o t a l R e g i o n C o v e r e d Employment 4/ - F i r s t Q u a r t e r 1976 

4/ C o v e r e d E m p l o y m e n t r e f e r s to a l l types of employment " c o v e r e d " by the 
C o l o r a d o E m p l o y m e n t Secur i ty Act , usual ly in the p r i v a t e s e c t o r . Accordingly 
ingly, g o v e r n m e n t employment including t e a c h e r s , r a i l r o a d employment , 
c h a r i t a b l e organiza t ions and the l ike a r e not c o v e r e d . 

Conclusion and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n 

T h e population - industr ia l prof i le of th i s r e g i o n shows that it i s the 

p r i m e i n d u s t r i a l i z e d - u r b a n i z e d region of the s t a t e . T h i s prof i l e r e v e a l s the 

following about the Denver Metropol i tan Region : 

S i x t y - t h r e e p e r c e n t of the s t a t e ' s work f o r c e . 

M o r e than 20 c i t i e s and towns with populations of 1 0 , 0 0 0 or m o r e . 

A p o s s i b l e population growth of 42 p e r c e n t . 

City and County of Denver has 55. 8 p e r c e n t of the r e g i o n ' s work f o r c e . 

• Reg ion has 31, 029 covered e m p l o y e r s . 

In a c c o r d a n c e with this populat ion- industr ia l densi ty , the Divis ion has 

at tempted t o s e r v e the region with eight job s e r v i c e c e n t e r s , v iz : 

• C e n t r a l Denver 
• A u r o r a 

W e s t m i n s t e r 
• Englewood 
• Lakewood 
• B o u l d e r 
• B r i g h t o n 
• Longmont 
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In addition to t h e s e j o b s e r v i c e c e n t e r s , the Div is ion has seven spec ia l ty 

o f f i ces in the a r e a c o n c e r n e d with such ac t iv i t i es and p r o g r a m s a s : 

• C a s u a l and F a r m L a b o r P l a c e m e n t 
• Denver B o y s 
• J o b C o r p s 
• P l a t t e V a l l e y J I S 
• W e s t J I S 
• Denver U n i v e r s i t y P l a c e m e n t 

• Denver Manpower C e n t e r 

T h e s e Denver M e t r o p o l i t a n o f f i c e s a r e s t r a t e g i c a l l y l o c a t e d s o that applicants 

and e m p l o y e r s in t h e s e urbanized a r e a s have easy a c c e s s t o Div is ion f a c i l i t i e s 

and s e r v i c e s . S u r v e y s f r o m the A r e a Office s e e m to indicate that population 

concentra t ions in the r e g i o n a r e being adequately s e r v e d . It i s to be r e c a l l e d 

that Gilpin and C l e a r C r e e k count ies a r e s p a r s e l y populated and have r e l a t i v e l y 

s m a l l work f o r c e s . On t h i s b a s i s no Divis ion o f f i c e s a r e located in t h e s e count ies . 

Consider ing population and industr ia l pa t terns in the reg ion and the many 

of f i ces of the Divis ion s t r a t e g i c a l l y located, it i s concluded that the D i v i s i o n ' s 

s e r v i c e c o v e r a g e i s adequate and no additional o f f i c e s a r e needed. 
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