
Program Administration 
 
District Councils: 
 
Each school district participating in the CPKP must establish a “district advisory coun-
cil.”  The same advisory council should provide oversight to both the full-day kinder-
garten program, as well as the preschool program (if  school districts have both pre-
school and full-day kindergarten slot allocations). 

 
The district council membership should include parents participating in the FDK pro-
gram.  Ideally kindergarten teachers working in the FDK classrooms would be repre-
sented on the district council as well. 
 
The district council is responsible for making two on-site visits per year to all FDK 
classrooms in their district that serve CPKP children.  The purpose of these visits is to 
monitor overall program compliance, and make recommendations for any needed im-
provements. 
 
Comprehensive Plans: 
 
A district council is responsible for developing a Comprehensive Plan which addresses 
five areas that are critical to a program in achieving success.  These areas include: 

∗ Quality of Program 
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∗ Staff Development 
∗ Family Involvement 
∗ Family Support Services 
∗ Program Evaluation 

 
Each year this comprehensive plan needs to be reviewed, updated and submitted to the Colorado De-
partment of Education by the district council.  Districts receiving funding for full-day kindergarten 
should address FDK under the required five areas. 
 
 
CPKP Coordinator: 
 
School districts identify coordinators to administer the CPKP program.  It is important that these coor-
dinators assume responsibility for both the preschool and full-day kindergarten portions of the pro-
gram.  Their responsibilities include: 

∗  Acting as a Liaison to CDE 
∗  Acting as a Liaison to the School District 
∗ Facilitating the Enrollment Process and Ensuring each Child funded by CPKP is CPKP 

eligible. 
∗ Facilitating the Work of the District Advisory Council 
∗ Supporting the Classrooms where CPKP Children are Served 
∗ Ensuring Family Involvement and Support 
∗ Studying, Documenting, and Reporting Program Effectiveness 
 

CPKP Funding 
 

October 1 Count: 
 
Each full-day kindergarten child receives a full PPOR of funding.  One half of the funding is provided 
by CPKP, and the other half of the funding is what is provided to every eligible kindergarten child in 
the state.  Children must be present during the count period in order to be funded. 
 
Full-day kindergarten students cannot be included in the November 1 alternate early childhood count 
day. 
 
Children Served by Special Education:   
 
The intent of the CPKP funding is to support students who are at-risk and do not meet the criteria for 
any other special funding.   Students receiving state funding for special education cannot also access 
CPKP funds to attend full-day kindergarten programs. 
 
This does not exclude children with IEPs from participating in full-day kindergarten programs.  If a 
child’s IEP indicates that they should receive full-day services then special education funds or general 
funds should support their placements. 
 
Fund 19: 
 
Districts receiving funding from the Colorado Preschool and Kindergarten Program, both for preschool 
and full-day kindergarten, must establish a preschool program fund.  Within this fund CPKP funded 
kindergarten program should have a 3142 grant code and preschool programs should have a 3141 grant 
code. 



 
Revenues and expenditures for FDK must be identified separately with this grant code within this fund.  
The Legislature has been very clear that the only appropriate expenditures from the CPKP fund are 
those that are made to provide services to children and families in CPKP. 
 

Program Requirements 
 

CDHS Licensing: 
 
Full-day kindergarten programs funded through CPKP do not have to be licensed by the Colorado De-
partment of Human Services. 
 
Frequency of Contact: 
 
Full-day kindergarten students should be scheduled for no fewer than nine hundred hours of planned 
teacher-pupil instruction and teacher-pupil contact during the school year  (22-32-109 C.R.S.). 
 
Class Size: 
 
Per changes made in SB07-199, the maximum number of pupils in a full-day kindergarten class shall 
not exceed twenty.   
 
The adult to child ratio for the CPKP full-day kindergarten program is defined in the CPKP rules and 
regulations.  As soon as possible the  CPKP Rules and Regulations will be amended to conform with 
the change in statute regarding full-day kindergarten class size and will require an adult to child ratio of 
one to ten. 
 
Family Involvement: 
 
CPKP requires programs to have a written plan for parent involvement.  In addition, parents are asked 
to enter into an agreement with the program that specifies what this involvement looks like.  (22-28-
110 C.R.S.) 
 
Colorado Quality Standards for Early Childhood Care and Education Services: 
 
Full-day kindergarten programs must demonstrate the capacity to deliver quality, developmentally ap-
propriate services as measured by the Colorado Quality Standards.  It is important that the district advi-
sory council and all providers of CPKP use the quality standards document and be familiar with the 
available supporting resources. 
 
CDE On-Site Visits: 
 
On a regular basis, staff from CDE will visit districts that receive funding from the CPKP.  The pur-
poses of these visits will be to provide technical assistance to districts, as well as to determine if dis-
tricts are complying with state law in the operation of their program. 
 

Staff Requirements 
  
Kindergarten teachers must hold a valid teaching license.   
 



In addition, the rules for the Administration of the Colorado Preschool and Kindergarten Program Act 
state that “teachers must be able to show that they have received education credits in the field of early 
childhood.  This can be done through a portfolio that demonstrates knowledge in: 

∗ Early childhood development 
∗ Applying developmentally appropriate practice in the classroom (as defined by the National 

Association for the Education of Young Children) 
∗ Knowledge of multicultural education 
∗ Understanding of parent partnerships 

 
The rules further indicate that if the teacher cannot demonstrate skills in the above areas, they must be 
supervised by someone who can, and they must be making progress in the areas of need as part of their 
staff development.”  (2228-R 6.06-.07 C.C.R.) 
 
 

Child Eligibility 
 

The number of children who can be served in CPKP is capped at a level set by the State Legislature.  It 
is the responsibility of the local district advisory council to establish a clear policy for the determina-
tion of child eligibility for full-day kindergarten.  Because CPKP is capped, it is important to have a 
well thought out process to ensure that the program is serving children with the highest need.  This 
process should be aligned with the process for determining preschool eligibility. 
 
Children must be 5 by October 1, 2007 to be funded in FDK and may only participate in the FDK pro-
gram for one year. 
 
In order to qualify for CPKP significant family risk factors that affect overall learning readiness must 
be present in a child’s life.  Significant family risk factors is defined by the legislature to mean any of 
the following: 
 

∗ The child is eligible to receive free or reduced-cost lunch pursuant to the provisions of the Fed-
eral “National School Lunch Act.” 

∗ Homelessness of the child’s family 
∗ An abusive adult residing in the home of the child 
∗ Drug or alcohol abuse in the child’s family 
∗ Either parent of the child was less than eighteen years of age and unmarried at the time of the 

birth of the child. 
∗ The child’s parent or guardian has not successfully completed a high school education or its 

equivalent 
∗ Frequent relocation by the child’s family to new residences 
∗ Poor social skills of the child 
∗ Children are also eligible if they are in need of language development, including but not limited 

to the ability to speak English. 
∗ Children are automatically eligible if they are receiving services from the State Department of 

Social Services as neglected or dependent children. 
 

School districts must be able to verify a child’s eligibility factors for CPKP.  “When programs are 
monitored for compliance, local education agencies shall be able to justify children being counted for 
funding as meeting the criteria.” (5.04 C.C.R.) 
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Measuring Program Effectiveness 
 

In statute, CDE has been authorized to request from districts the information and data necessary 
to report to the Legislature on the effectiveness of CPKP (22-28-112 C.R.S.) 
 
School districts that have CPKP funded full-day kindergarten slots have agreed to collect the fol-
lowing data: 
 

∗ Third grade CSAP scores of children who participated in the full-day program. 
∗ Attendance records through the primary grades 
∗ Number of children placed on Individual Literacy Plans in later grades. 
∗ Parent Satisfaction surveys. 
∗ Pre- and post- scores on an assessment given during the kindergarten year.  This assess-

ment should meet the requirements of the Colorado Basic Literacy Act, which districts 
are required to comply with already. 
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