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MAJOR FINDINGS 

The Colorado S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Income Report  i s  t he  f i r s t  o f  two s tud ies  

which p rov ide  p r imary  da ta  and a n a l y s i s  o f  t he  magnitude, composi t ion and t a x  

burden e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  Colorado s t a t e  and l o c a l  t a x  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  f i s c a l  yea r  

1975 ( J u l y  1, 1974 through June 30, 1975). Th is  r e p o r t  examines t he  s t a t e  i n -  

d i v i d u a l  income t a x  and presents  a  s e t  of  d e t a i l e d  s t a t i s t i c a l  t ab les  on t h e  

t a x  r e t u r n s  f i l e d  i n  f i s c a l  y e a r  1975, c l a s s i f i e d  by income s t r a t a ,  source o f  

income, household s i ze ,  broad occupat iona l  category,  ma jo r  p l ann ing  reg ions  and 

ma jor  count ies  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  These da ta  serve as t he  work ing base o f  a  p r e d i c -  

t i v e  income t a x  s i m u l a t i o n  model developed t o  es t imate  t h e  revenue and d i s t r i -  

b u t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  o f  any proposed change i n  t h e  b a s i c  p r o v i s i o n s  of the  p resent  

Colorado i n d i v i d u a l  income tax .  The da ta  a l s o  p rov ide  t h e  income base f o r  t he  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t o t a l  s t a t e  and l o c a l  t a x  burdens t o  be presented i n  a  second r e p o r t ,  

t he  1975 Colorado Tax P r o f i l e  Study. 

Recent Income Tax Trends 

The Colorado s t a t e  t a x  base as measured by  ad jus ted  gross income i n  

c u r r e n t  do1 l a r s  cont inued t o  expand d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h ree  years a t  r a t e s  s i g n i  fi-
c a n t l y  above those f o r  t h e  n a t i o n  as a  whole.1' Resident taxpayers '  ad jus ted  

gross income on s t a t e  t a x  r e t u r n s  f i l e d  i n  f i s c a l  yea r  1975 amounted t o  $10,683 

m i l l i o n  o r  43.3 percen t  more than t h e  comparable f i g u r e  o f  $7,453 m i l l  i o n  f o r  

f i s c a l  y e a r  1972 .~ '  Th is  inc rease  represented an average r a t e  o f  growth o f  12.8 

percen t  p e r  annum--the l a r g e s t  s ince  t h e  end o f  World War 11. A  s i m i l a r  r a t e  o f  

income growth f o r  Colorado i s  r epo r ted  by the  U.S. Department o f  Comnerce i n  i t s  

pub1 i shed  " s t a t e  personal  income" s e r i e s .  On t h i s  bas is ,  Colorado household no- 

minal  income inc reased by 43.8 percen t  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t h ree  years-- f rom $9,573 

m i 1  l i o n  f o r  ca lendar  y e a r  1971 t o  $1 3,765 m i l 1  i o n  f o r  ca lendar  y e a r  1974. This  

a l s o  represented an average annual r a t e  o f  growth o f  a lmost  13 percen t  f o r  Colo- 

rado i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  a  10 percen t  r a t e  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n  as a  whole. 3/ 

Y ~ h e  prev ious  comprehensive a n a l y s i s  o f  t he  s t a t e  t a x  s t r u c t u r e  commissioned by 
the  Colorado L e g i l s a t i v e  Counci l  was based on income t a x  r e t u r n s  f i l e d  i n  f i s c a l  
y e a r  1972. For  comparati ve purposes see Colorado Tax P r o f i l e  Study, Colorado 
L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci 1, Research Pub1 i c a t i o n  No. 2 0 2 , - ~ 6 t 5 6 e e r ~ 3 .  

2 ' ~ h e  i n f l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  f rom January 1972 t o  January 1975 as measured by 
t he  BLS Consumer P r i c e  Index was 26.7 percen t .  

~ ' u . s .  Department o f  Commerce. Survey o f  Current  Business, August 1974 and 1975. 



The s t a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  income tax  l i a b i l i t y  o f  res iden t  taxpayers f o r  

f i s c a l  year  1975 t o t a l e d  $256.6 mil l ion3/--an increase o f  65.2 percent over 1972 

o r  an average annual r a t e  of 18.2 percent. The r e l a t i v e  growth i n  income t a x  

l i a b i l i t y  (and c o l l e c t i o n s )  was about one and one-hal f  times as l a rge  as the per-  

centage increase i n  adjusted gross income ( o r  personal income) r e s u l t i n g  i n  a tax /  

income e l a s t i c i t y  f a c t o r  o f  approximately 1.5, a r a t i o  t h a t  has been s t e a d i l y  main- 

ta ined  du r ing  the past  decade. I n  o t h e r  words, w i t h  no change occu r r i ng  i n  the  

r a t e  o r  base s t r u c t u r e  o f  the Colorado income tax,  a 10 percent  increase i n  income 

f o r  a g iven pe r iod  w i l l  generate a 15 percent  increase i n  income tax  l i a b i l i t y .  

TABLE A. COLORADO INCOME AND TAX LIABILITIES~ 
FISCAL YEARS 1966-1975 

Adjusted Colorado S ta te  Fe de r a  1 
F i sca l  Gross Personal I n  core I n  come 
Years Income In come Tax Tax 

Amounts i n  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s :  

B. Annual ra tes  o f  growth: 

a ~ x c ludes non-residents 
b ~ n c l u d e s  n e t  normal t a x  and sur tax,  excludes o i  1 and gas tax  

Moreover, i n  recent  years the r e l a t i v e  growth i n  the  s t a t e  income tax  

l i a b i l i t y  has been markedly g rea te r  than the  increase i n  the  federa l  income t a x  

p a i d  by Colorado res idents.  The l a t t e r ,  taken as deductions on s t a t e  tax  re turns ,  

rose f rom $944 m i l l i o n  i n  f i s c a l  year  1972 t o  $1,450 m i l l i o n  i n  1975--an increase 

of 53.6 percent  f o r  the  th ree years. This represented an average annual increase 

o f  15.4 percent  compared w i t h  the 18.2 percent  increase i n  t h e  s t a t e  income t a x  

l i a b i l i t y  f o r  t he  same per iod.  The f a s t e r  r a t e  o f  growth i n  the  s t a t e  tax  a l s o  

i s  revealed when the  Colorado s t a t e  income t a x  l i a b i l i t y  on r e s i d e n t  taxpayers i s  

expressed as a r a t i o  of t h e i r  federal income tax  l i a b i l i t y .  The s t a t e  t a x  as a 

percent  o f  the federa l  tax has s t e a d i l y  increased s ince the  l a t e  1960's when i t  

" Inc l  udes n e t  nonnal t ax  and sur tax  of $5.8 m i  1  l i o n ;  excl  udes non-resident t a x  
of $2.2 m i l l i o n  and o i l  and gas gross product ion tax  o f  $313,000. 



was less  than 15 percent, r i s i n g  t o  16.5 percent  i n  1972, and t o  17.7 percent i n  

1975. I n  shor t ,  the Colorado s t a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  income t a x  cont inues t o  be quan t i -  

t a t i v e l y  the most important ,  progressive and e l a s t i c  source o f  revenue i n  the 

o v e r a l l  s t a t e  tax  s t ruc tu re .  

Number and Type o f  Returns 

The 1975 sample survey conducted f o r  t h i s  study i nd i ca tes  t h a t  more 

than 1.2 m i l l i o n  s t a t e  i n d i v i d u a  1 income t a x  re tu rns  were f i l e d  i n  f i s c a l  yea r  

1975. Because Colorado does n o t  have a "spl i t - income" p rov i s ion  f o r  marr ied tax-  

payers such as the  one incorporat e d  under t h e  fede ra l  tax,  about 400,000 o r  more 

than one- th i rd  of a1 1 tax  re tu rns  f i l e d  were "married-separate" returns,  i.e., 

the husband and w i f e  each f i l e d  a separate re tu rn  on the  respect ive  shares o f  

t h e i r  combined income.5/ For purposes o f  t h i s  study, the "married-separate" re -

turns o f  husband and w i f e  were merged and t rea ted  as a s i n g l e  tax  r e t u r n  i n  o rde r  

t o  ob ta in  a more accurate p i c t u r e  o f  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n ~ o f  household income and 

taxes. Also, a number of s i n g l e  re tu rns  o f  persons who had been taken as exemp- 

tions on t h e i r  pa ren t ' s  re tu rns  were exc l  uded. Pr imar i l y  they represented s tu-  

dents and o t h e r  youngsters l i v i n g  a t  home who had f i l e d  re tu rns  f o r  w i thho ld ing  

refunds .-6I 
On the  ad jus ted "merged" basis, 903,965 households f i l e d  tax  re turns  

i n  1975 compared t o  a t o t a l  o f  759,249 r e t u r n s  f i l e d  i n  1972--an increase o f  19.1 

percent f o r  the  th ree years o r  an average increase o f  s i x  percent  pe r  annum. On 

t h i s  basis, the corresponding ad jus ted gross income f o r  f i s c a l  year  1975 was 

$10,611 m i l l i o n ,  and the  normal t a x  amounted t o  $253.5 m i l l i o n .  Table B provides 

a s u m r y  o f  t he  number o f  re turns ,  ad jus ted gross income and normal tax  l i a b i l i t y  

c l a s s i f i e d  t a x  s ta tus ,  type o f  re tu rn ,  f i l i n g  s ta tus  and residency. Nontaxable 

re turns  represented about 11 percent  o f  the number f i l e d  and less  than two percent  

o f  t he  t o t a l  ad jus ted gross income. I temized re tu rns  accounted f o r  almost one- 

h a l f  the  number and more than 70 percent  o f  t he  income and t a x  l i a b i l i t y .  

S ing le  re tu rns  represented almost t w o - f i f t h s  o f  the t o t a l  households b u t  about 

o n e - f i f t h  o f  t he  income and tax.  F i n a l l y ,  i t  may be noted t h a t  non-resident 

y o n  an "unmrged" basis, 1,217,373 i n d i v i d u a l  t a x  re tu rns  were f i l e d  i n  1975, o f  
which 416,672 o r  34.2 percent were marr ied-separate re turns .  See Appendix B 
f o r  de ta i  l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  and re1 i a b i  lit y  o f  the  sample. 

q ~ h e s e  re tu rns  were i d e n t i f i e d  as s i n g l e  re tu rns  i n  the  lowest income stratum 
w i t h  one exemption and no food tax  c r e d i t .  On t h i s  basis,  102,519 re turns  
which accounted f o r  1.37 percent  o f  t h e  ad jus ted gross income and 0.35 percent 
o f  the normal tax  l i a b i  1 it y  reported on a1 1 re tu rns  were excluded. 



I
taxpayers accounted f o r  o n l y  two percent  o f  the number of re tu rns  f i l e d  and less  

than one-hal f  o f  one percent o f  the  adjusted gross income and normal t a x  l i a b i l i t y .  

Excluding the  l a t t e r  provides a working base o f  885,239 res iden t  t a x  re tu rns  ( f u l l -  

year  and par t -year )  w i t h  $10,536 m i  11 i o n  o f  ad jus ted gross income and $251.4 m i  1-
1 i o n  o f  normal tax  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  f i s c a l  year  1975.- 7/ 

TABLE B. COLORADO TAX RETURNS CLASSIFIED BY TYPE OF RETURN AND RESIDENCY, 
FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Househol ds 
Number 

of 
Returns 

Per-
cent  
D is t .  

Adjusted 
~ r o s s  Income 

Amount Per-
i n  cent  

M i l l i o n s  D is t .  

Norma 1 
Tax L i  ab i  1 it y  

Amount Per-
i n  cent  

M i l l i o n s  D is t .  

Tota l  Returns 903,965 100.0 $10,611 100.0 $253.5 100.0 

Tax Status 
Taxable 
Nontaxable 

804,121 
99,844 

88.9 
11.1 

Type o f  Return 
Table ls tandard 
I temized 

458,433 
445,5 32 

50.7 
49.3 

F i  1 i n g  Status 
S ing le  
J o i n t  
Married-separate 

345,399 
350,230 
208,336 

38.2 
38.7 
23.1 

Residency 
F u l l  -year 
Par t  -year 
Non-resi den t 

81 1,945 
73,294 
18,726 

89.8 
8.1 
2.1 

Resident Returns 885,239 97.9 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  by  Income Classes 

The o v e r a l l  growth i n  the  nominal and r e a l  income o f  Colorado households 

s ince 1972 has r e s u l t e d  i n  a s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  o f  taxpayers i n t o  h igher  ad jus ted 

gross income classes w i t h  correspondingly h igher  s t a t e  income t a x  l i a b i  1 it i e s .  

The magnitude o f  t h i s  s h i f t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  Table C which compares the d i s t r i b u -  

t i o n s  of t a x  re tu rns  i n  f i s c a l  years 1972 and 1975, c l a s s i f i e d  by the f i v e  major 

adjusted gross income categor ies used i n  the  e a r l i e r  t a x  p r o f i l e  study. 

7 / ~ h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  by  ad jus ted gross income s t r a t a  are provided i n  the  d e t a i l e d  
S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Income, Tables 1-5. 



TABLE C. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENT TAX RETURNS 
BY MAJOR INCOME CLASSES, FISCAL YEARS 1972 AND 1975 

Number Adjusted Normal 

Adjusted Gross of Returns ~ r o s s  Income Tax L i a b i  1 it y  

Income Classes 1972 -1975 1972 1975 1972 1975 


under $5,000 30.3 26.4 8.0 5.8 3.4 2.3 
$5,000 t o  $10,000 30.2 25.6 22.7 15.9 15.6 10.9 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 22.1 20.5 27.2 21.3 23.4 17.4 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 13.5 20.5 25.1 32.7 29.1 34.3 

$25,000 and over  3.9 7.0 -17.0 -24.3 28.5 35.1 


To ta l  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

The number of  r e s i d e n t  taxpayers i n  t h e  two upper income s t r a t a  ( i n -

comes of $1 5,000 o r  more) rose from 17.4 percent  i n  f i s c a l  yea r  1972 t o  27.5 per-

cent  i n  f i s c a l  yea r  1975--an increase o f  10 percentage po in ts .  T h e i r  respec t i ve  

shares o f  the  t o t a l  ad jus ted  gross income rose from 42.1 t o  57.0 percent  and t h e i r  

normal t a x  from 57.6 t o  69.4 percent.  I n  cont ras t ,  t he  number o f  households i n  

t he  two lowest  s t r a t a  (incomes under $10,000) dropped from 60.5 percent  i n  1972 

t o  52.0 percent  i n  1975, and t h e i r  shares o f  the  t o t a l  income and t a x  l i a b i l i t y  

decreased f rom 30.7 t o  21.7 percent  and 19.0 t o  13.2 percent,  respec t i ve l y .  

O f  course, the decrease i n  t h e  income share o f  taxpayers i n  t he  under 

$10,000 income ca tegor ies  becomes somewhat sma l l e r  i f  the  var ious  forms o f  non-

taxable income a l s o  are considered s ince  households i n  t he  lowest  income cate- 

gor ies a r e  the  major  r e c i p i e n t s  o f  p u b l i c  t r a n s f e r  payments. Thus, i t  i s  e q u a l l y  

important  t o  analyze t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  income i n  terms o f  an adjusted broad i n -  

-come measure which inc ludes  nontaxable t r a n s f e r  payments as we1 1 as the nontaxable 

p o r t i o n  o f  long- term c a p i t a l  gains income.'  For example, t r a n s f e r  payments have 

increased i n  recent  years a t  a considerably f a s t e r  r a t e  than e i t h e r  ad jus ted  gross 

income o r  s t a t e  personal income. Colorado t r a n s f e r  payments rose from $913 m i l l i o n  

i n  calendar yea r  1971 t o  $1,442 m i l l  i o n  i n  1974, an increase o f  57.9 percent  f o r  

he adjus ted  broad income measure was developed f o r  t he  1973 Colorado Tax Pro- 

f i l e  Study as an a l t e r n a t i v e  bas is  f o r  computing r e l a t i v e  t a x  burdens s ince  i t  

more c l o s e l y  corresponds t o  the  convent ional  c o n c e ~ t  of money income. I t  d i f - 

fers from the U.S. Department o f  Commerce "personal income" k a s u r e  i n  t h a t  i t  

excludes a l l  forms o f  imputed income such as the  r e n t a l  value o f  owner-occupied 

residences and employer c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  pension funds. On the  o t h e r  hand,. i t  

i s  broader than the  ad jus ted  gross income repor ted  on income t a x  re tu rns  f o r  i t  

inc ludes  nontaxable t r a n s f e r  payments, such as unemployment compensation and 

we1 f a r e  payments, as we1 1 as t h a t  p a r t  o f  r e a l i z e d  c a p i t a l  gains excluded from 

ad jus ted  gross income. 


i 



the three years.?' This t ranslates i n t o  an average annual growth rate o f  16.5 

percent,  compared w i t h  r a t e s  of 12.9 and 12.8 percent,  respec t i ve l y  f o r  Colorado 

personal income and ad jus ted gross income f o r  the  same per iod.  

A d i s t r i b u t i o n  by major income categor ies o f  the  number o f  re tu rns ,  ad-

jus ted  gross income, normal tax  l i a b i l i t y  and federa l  income tax  repor ted  on r e s i -

dent tax  re tu rns  f i l e d  i n  f i s c a l  year  1975 i s  provided i n  Table D. It a lso  i n -  

cludes an est imate o f  the ad jus ted broad income which amounted t o  $12,216 m i l l i o n  

o r  15.9 percent  more than the corresponding adjusted gross income.- lo/BY income 

c lass  the l a rges t  d i f f e r e n c e  between these measures occurs i n  the  lowest income 

categor ies since, as noted, they a re  the  major r e c i p i e n t s  o f  nontaxable t rans fe r  

income. 

TABLE D. DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENT TAX RETURNS BY MAJOR INCOME CLASSES, 
FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Number Adjusted Adjusted Normal Federal 
Adjusted Gross o f  Gross Broad Tax I n  come 
Income Classes Returns Income Income L i a b i l i t y  Tax 

A. D o l l a r  amount i n  m i l l i o n s :  

under $5,000 233,972 $ 607 $ 1,207 $ 5.9 $ 27.4 
$5,000 t o  $10,000 226,208 1,676 2,062 27.3 157.8 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 181,617 2,248 2,453 43.7 239.5 
$15,000 t~ $25,000 181,303 3,447 3,660 86.1 453.9 
$25,000 and over  52,139 -- 2,558 2,834 88.4 570.2 

Tota l  885,239 $10,536 $12,216 $251.4 $1,448.8 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n  : 

under $5,000 26.4 5.8 9.9 2.3 1.9 
$5,000 tn $10,000 25.6 15.9 16.9 10.9 10.9 

$lO,G?C t o  $15,030 20.5 21.3 20.1 17.4 16.5 
$15,600 t o  $25,000 20.5 32.7 29.9 34.3 31.3 
$25,000 and over 7.0 24.3 23.2 35.1 39.4 

Tota l  100.0 103.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

The general p rog ress i v i  t y  o f  the s t a t e  income tax  i s  i n d i c a t e d  by the  

f i i c t  t h a t  households i n  the  lowest  s t ra tum w i t h  incomes under $5,000, represent-

i n g  26.4 pei-cent o f  the re turns ,  accounted f o r  5.8 percent  o f  the ad jus ted gross 

income bu t  on l y  2.3 percent  o f  the  s t a t e  t a x  l i a b i l i t y .  I n  cont ras t ,  taxpayers i n  

the h ighest  s t ratum w i t h  incomes of "$25,000 o r  more" made up o n l y  seven percent  

9
-!u.s. Department o f  Commerce, Survey o f  Current Business, August 1974 and 1975. 
1 n 1 

-I u; For f i s c z i  year  1972, the  est imated adjusted broad income exceeded the repor ted  
a d . j u s k ~$WSS income by 13.4 percent.  



o f  the households b u t  accounted f o r  24.3 percent  o f  the income and 35.1 percent  

o f  the s t a t e  tax.  A l t e r n a t i v e l y  s tated,  about one-fourth o f  the  households, those 

w i t h  the  h ighes t  incomes ( the  two upper s t r a t a ) ,  accounted f o r  more than one-hal f  

of the income (regardless o f  which income measure i s  used), and p a i d  more than 

two-th i rds o f  t h e  t o t a l  income t a x  ( s t a t e  and federa l ) .  

The p r o g r e s s i v i t y  and r e l a t i v e  tax  burdens o f  s t a t e  and federa l  income 

taxes on Colorado res iden t  households are  more c l e a r l y  shown by the f o l l o w i n g  tab- 

u l a t i o n  which expresses the  t a x  l i a b i l i t y  as a percentage o f  both the  ad jus ted 

gross and ad jus ted broad income f o r  each stratum. 

TABLE E. RELATIVE TAX BURDENS OF RESIDENT TAXPAYERS, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Tax L i a b i l i t y  as Percent o f  Income: 

Adjusted Adjusted 
~ r o s s  Income road Income 

Adjusted Gross Sta te  Federa i  S ta te  Federal 
Income Classes Tax Tax Tax Tax 

under $5,000 .97 4.52 .49 2.27 
$5,000 t o  $10,000 1.63 9.42 1.32 7.65 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 1.94 10.66 1.78 9.76 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 2.50 13.1 7 2.35 12.40 
$25,000 and over  -3.45 22.29 3.12 -20.17 

Tota l  2.39 13.75 2.06 11.85 

I t  i s  ev ident  t h a t  even on the  ad jus ted gross income basis the  r e l a t i v e  

t a x  burdens r i s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  w i t h  taxpayer a b i l  ity-to-pay under both the s t a t e  

and fede ra l  t ax  s t ruc tu res .  On the  adjusted broad income basis,  the  average 

s t a t e  t a x  burden f o r  taxpayers i n  the  t o p  income stratum worked ou t  t o  be about 

s i x  t imes l a r g e r  than the  corresponding r e l a t i v e  burden on households i n  the low- 

e s t  income category. However, i t  should be noted t h a t  t he  comparable t a x  burden 

o f  the  federal income t a x  f o r  Colorado res idents  i n  the  "$25,000 and over" income 

category was almost n ine  times g rea te r  than the  average federa l  t a x  burden fo r  

the lowest income category. On t h i s  basis,  t he  Colorado s t a t e  income tax  now 

appears t o  be on ly  about two- th i rds  as progressive as the  federa l  tax, whereas 

i n  1972 i t  was about f o u r - f i f t h s  as progressive.  I n  l a rge  p a r t  t h i s  my be a t -  

t r i b u t e d  t o  the  marked s h i f t  o f  households i n t o  the  h igher  income categor ies 

which under the federa l  t a x  code sub jec ts  the  increased incomes t o  progress ive ly  

h igher  r a t e s  up t o  a maximum o f  $100,000 of taxab le  income, whereas the Colorado 



s t a t u t o r y  t a x  r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  tops  of f  a t  $10,000. The s t a t e  max imum t a x  bracket  

has remained p r a c t i c a l l y  unchanged s ince  the  t a x  was enacted i n  1937. 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  by Size o f  Household 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  by s i z e  o f  household was based on the  number o f  norma 

exemptions repo r ted  by r e s i d e n t  taxpayers on t a x  r e t u r n s  f i l e d  i n  f i s c a l  year  

1975. Almost o n e - t h i r d  o f  t he  households represented one-person households, b u t  

they  accounted f o r  o n l y  about one-s ix th o f  t he  t o t a l  ad jus ted  gross income and 

t a x  1 i a b i l i t y .  A t  t he  o t h e r  end o f  t he  scale,  t he  l a r g e s t  f a m i l y  category, those 

w i t h  f i v e  o r  more persons, accounted f o r  l e s s  than one-seventh o f  a1 1 households 

and as such revea ls  an abso lu te  and r e l a t i v e  dec l i ne  i n  t h e  number o f  Colorado 

l a r g e  f a m i l i e s  s ince  1972.- ll/ 

TABLE F. DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENT TAX RETURNS 
BY SIZE OF HOUSEHOLD, FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Households Average p e r  Household 
Number Per- Adjusted Normal 

S ize  o f  o f  cent  Gross Tax 
Household Returns D i s t .  Income L i a b i l i t y  

One person 289,681 32.7 $ 6,008 $1 39 
Two person 225,502 25.5 13,202 342 
Three person 124,589 14.1 1 3,828 335 
Four person 128,058 14.5 16,370 385 
Five o r  more 

Tota l  885,239 100.0 $11 ,902 $284 

As shown i n  Table F, the average d o l l a r  amounts o f  ad jus ted  gross i n -  

come v a r i e d  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  household s i z e  and the  l a r g e s t  break occurred between 

the  one-person and two-person categor ies,  o r  between u n r e l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  and 

a l l  f am i l i es .  The average $6,000 income o f  a s i n g l e  person was l e s s  than h a l f  

t h a t  o f  the two-person household and o n l y  about one - th i rd  t h a t  o f  the  l a r g e s t  

f a m i l y  category. However, the  normal t a x  o f  s i n g l e  persons was correspondingly  

smal l  and t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  tax  burden was the  lowest  o f  a l l  s i ze  categor ies o t h e r  

than the  l a r g e s t  f a m i l i e s .  The Colorado s t a t e  income t a x  appears t o  be genera l l y  

n e u t r a l  w i t h  regard  t o  f a m i l y  s i z e  as evidenced by the o v e r a l l  percentage d i s t r i b u -  

t i o n  o f  the t a x  1 i a b i l i t y  which c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of income.12/ 

U'Data i n  t he  1973 Colorado Tax P r o f i l e  Study ad jus ted  t o  a comparable bas i s  i n -  
d i c a t e  t h a t  f i v e  o r  more person f a m i l i e s  i n  1972 represented 18 percent  o f  the  
households. 

I-Z/~he d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s i d e n t  t a x  r e t u r n s  by s i z e  o f  household, c l a s s i f i e d  by ad- 
j u s t e d  gross income s t r a t a ,  are prov ided i n  the  d e t a i l e d  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Income, 
Tables 12-14. 9 



D i s t r i b u t i o n  by  Source o f  Income 

The major sources of income repor ted on res iden t  taxpayer re tu rns  f i l e d  

i n  f i s c a l  year 1975 are  presented i n  Table G. These sources inc lude on ly  those 

forms of " taxable"  income requ i red  fo r  t he  determinat ion o f  the  taxpayer 's  Colo-

rado ad jus ted gross income.- 13' Thus, t r a n s f e r  payments such as unemployment com-

pensation, we l fa re  payments and the  t a x  exempt p o r t i o n  o f  pensions, as w e l l  as 

income der ived from nontaxable i n t e r e s t ,  d iv idends and c a p i t a l  gains, a re  a1 1 ex- 

cluded from t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  ana lys is .  

TABLE G. DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENT TAX RETURNS BY MAJOR SOURCES 
OF INCOME, FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Households w i t h  S p e c i f i e d  Sources o f  Income: 

Number Percent o f  Adjusted Gross Income 
o f  Househol ds Amount Percent 

Type of Income Returns Report ing ( m i l l i o n s )  D is t .  

Wages and Sa la r ies  793,747 89.7 $ 8,519 82.2 

Net Property Income 

P o s i t i v e  

Negat ive 


Business Income 

P o s i t i v e  

Negative 


Farm Income 

P o s i t i v e  

Negative 


Other Sources 

To t a  1 

*Less than 0.05 percent  


Wage and s a l a r y  income was the  most important  s i n g l e  source o f  income 

for  Colorado res idents.  It amounted t o  more than $8,519 m i l l  i o n  and accounted 

for  82 percent  o f  t o t a l  income. Nine o u t  o f  every 10 res iden t  households re -  

po r ted  some wage o r  sa la ry  income on t h e i r  t a x  re tu rns  f i l e d  i n  1975. 

Net p roper t y  income, cons is t i ng  o f  dividends, i n t e r e s t ,  ren ts ,  r o y a l -

t i e s  and c a p i t a l  gains, ranked n e x t  i n  q u a n t i t a t i v e  importance. More than one- 

h a l f  of a l l  the households i n  the  s t a t e  repor ted  some p o s i t i v e  proper ty  income 

which o v e r a l l  amounted t o  $1,132 m i l l i o n  o r  almost 11 percent  o f  the t o t a l  ad-

j u s t e d  gross income. 

131
-The t o t a l  ad jus ted gross income shown i n  Table G i s  $174 m i l l i o n  l ess  than t h a t  
shown f o r  r e s i d e n t  taxpayers i n  o the r  tab les  which t r e a t  negat ive  ad jus ted gross 
income as zero. 



Business income der ived from self-employment and non-corporate business 

a c t i v i t y  was repor ted  by one o u t  o f  every s i x  households. However, almost one- 

t h i r d  showed n e t  business losses t o t a l i n g  $321 m i l 1  ion.  The o t h e r  two- th i rds  

showed p o s i t i v e  n e t  business income of $869 m i l l i o n  and as such accounted f o r  

more than e i g h t  percent  of the t o t a l  ad jus ted gross income. Combining the  pos i -  

t i v e  n e t  business income w i t h  the  wage and sa la ry  income i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t he  s t a t e ' s  

non-agricul t u r a l  "earned income" amounted t o  almost $9.4 b i l l i o n  o r  more than 90 

percent of the t o t a l  income o f  t he  s t a t e ' s  res iden t  taxpayers. 

Farm income, as e i t h e r  a  p o s i t i v e  o r  negat ive amount, was repor ted  on 

on ly  about 37,000 household tax  re tu rns  o r  f o u r  percent  of the  t o t a l  f i l e d .  Only 

one-hal f  o f  these r e t u r n s  showed a  p o s i t i v e  n e t  farm income which t o t a l e d  $164 

m i l l i o n  f o r  the year--an amount a c t u a l l y  exceeded by the repor ted  farm losses of 

$167 m i l  l i o n  f o r  the same per iod.  Moreover, t a x  re tu rns  w i t h  farm p r o f i t s  o r  farm 

losses each respec t i ve l y  accounted f o r  o n l y  about two percent  o f  t he  t o t a l  number 

o f  t a x  re tu rns  f i l e d  and less  than two percent  o f  the  s t a t e ' s  t o t a l  adjusted qross 

income f o r  f i s c a l  yea r  1975. 

Tax re tu rns  r e p o r t i n g  income s o l e l y  from sources o the r  than the  above 

four  major categor ies were f i l e d  by about one-s ix th o f  the households and t h e i r  

income amounted t o  $209 m i l  l i o n  o r  o n l y  two percent  o f  the  t o t a l  f o r  the s ta te .  

With in t h i s  group, about 40,000 households repor ted  " taxab le"  pension income which 

amounted t o  $114 m i l  1  i on  o r  one percent  o f  the t o t a l  household income f o r  the s ta te .  

The r e l a t i v e  importance o f  each source o f  income v a r i e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

when the  tax  re tu rns  were analyzed by ad jus ted gross income classes. For example, 

f o r  a l l  households w i t h  p o s i t i v e  ad jus ted gross income i n  the  l e s s  than $10,000 

income classes, the  wage and s a l a r y  component accounted f o r  88 percent  of t h e i r  

t o t a l  income. A t  the  o t h e r  end o f  the income scale, f o r  households w i t h  incomes 

o f  $50,000 o r  more, the most important  sources were proper ty  and business income 

which represented 58 percent of t h e i r  t o t a l  ad jus ted gross income.- 1  41 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  by Primary Source o f  Income 

The r e l a t i v e  importance o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  sources o f  income f o r  Colorado 

res iden t  taxpayers i s  a l s o  revealed when the households are  c l a s s i f i e d  on the  

bas is  o f  t he  taxpayer 's  p r imary  source o f  income--that i s ,  t he  p a r t i c u l a r  type 

of income t h a t  provided a t  l e a s t  50 percent  o f  t he  taxpayer 's  repor ted  ad jus ted 

L / ~ h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of res iden t  t a x  re tu rns  by source o f  income, c l a s s i f i e d  by 
ad jus ted gross income s t r a t a ,  are provided i n  the  d e t a i l e d  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  
Income, Tables 15 and 16. 
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gross income. On t h i s  basis,  as shown i n  Table H, f i v e  o u t  o f  every s i x  house- 

holds repor ted  wage and s a l a r y  income as t h e i r  pr imary source o f  ad jus ted gross 

income. The i r  average household income and normal tax  l i a b i l i t y  were $11,449 

and $269, the n e x t  t o  the  lowest  and the  lowest rank r e s p e c t i v e l y  among these 

categories. I n  cont ras t ,  t h e  f i v e  percent  o f  the  r e s i d e n t  taxpayers who repor ted  

n e t  business income as t h e i r  pr imary source had an average ad jus ted gross income 

o f  $19,198, the  l a r g e s t  o f  any group, and an average t a x  o f  $574 which was the 

second highest .  Farm income as a pr imary source was i n d i c a t e d  by l ess  than 9,000 

taxpayers o r  one percent o f  a1 1 res iden t  households. As a group, they represented 

less  than one- four th  o f  t he  taxpayers who had repor ted  any p o s i t i v e  o r  negat ive 

farm income on t h e i r  t ax  r e t u r n s  f i l e d  i n  f i s c a l  year  1975. T h e i r  average ad- 

j us ted  gross income was $18,792 and as such was o n l y  s l i g h t l y  below t h a t  o f  

households r e p o r t i n g  business income as t h e i r  pr imary source o f  income. However, 

t h e i r  average normal t a x  l i a b i l i t y  was $693, the  l a r g e s t  o f  any category. Net 

p roper ty  income was the  pr imary source f o r  about e i g h t  percent  o f  the households. 

Average adjusted gross income o f  $10,940 f o r  these taxpayers was the  smal les t  o f  

the f o u r  groups and the  average tax  o f  $279 ranked second lowest.  

TABLE H. DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENT HOUSEHOLDS BY THEIR 

PRIMARY SOURCE OF INCOME, FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Households Average pe r  Household 
Number Per- Adjusted Normal 

Primary Sources o f  cent G ~ S S  Tax 
o f  1ncomea Returns D is t .  Income L i a b i l i t y  

Wage and Sa lary  744,460 84.1 $1 1,449 $261 
Property Income 68,531 7.7 10,940 279 
Business Income 42,169 4.8 19,198 5 74 
Farm Income 8,631 1 .o 18,792 69 3 
Other Sources 21,448 2.4 13,568 364-

To t a  1 885,239 100.0 $11,902 $284 

a ~ y p e  o f  income was 50 percent o r  more o f  taxpayer 's  ad- 
j us ted  gross income 

Table I shows the r e l a t i v e  t a x  burdens o f  each o f  the pr imary groups, 

c l a s s i f i e d  by s i ze  o f  income, when the  normal tax  l i a b i l i t y  i s  expressed as a 

percentage o f  ad jus ted gross income. On an o v e r a l l  basis, taxpayers w i t h  pr imary 

farm income had the l a r g e s t  r e l a t i v e  income tax  burden (3.69 percent) ,  wh i l e  those 

w i t h  pr imary wage and s a l a r y  incomes had the  smal lest  (2.28 percent) .  However, 

i n  the  "under $5,000" income stratum, t h e  households w i t h  pr imary wage and s a l a r y  



incomes had t h e  h ighes t  r e l a t i v e  t a x  burden (1.08 percent ) ,  b u t  t h i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  

r e f l e c t s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  almost two - th i rds  o f  the  taxpayers i n  t h i s  income category 

a re  s i n g l e  persons. I n  each o f  the  o t h e r  income classes, households w i t h  pr imary 

farm income had the  h i g h e s t  r e l a t i v e  income t a x  burdens, rang ing  from 1.74 per- 

c e n t  f o r  those i n  t he  "$5,000 t o  $10,000" category t o  4.49 percent  f o r  t h e  t o p  

income s t ra tum o f  "$25,000 and over . "  

TABLE I. RELATIVE TAX BURDENS OF RESIDENT HOUSEHOLDS 

CLASSIFIED BY PRIMARY SOURCES OF INCOME, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Tax L i a b i l i t y  as Percent o f  Adjusted Gross Income 

Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

Primary 
Wage and 

Sa la ry  

Primary 
p roper ty  

Income 

Primary 
~ u s i n e s s  

Income 

Primary 
~arm-

Income 

A1 1 
Other 

Sources 

under $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$1 5,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 and over  

D i s t r i b u t i o n  by Major Occupat ional Category 

Table J prov ides  a d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s i d e n t  t a x  r e t u r n s  by occupat ion 

o f  head o f  household, based on the  s p e c i f i c  occupat ions repo r ted  by taxpayers on 

t h e i r  s t a t e  income t a x  re tu rns .  It should be no ted  t h a t  because o f  t he  d e f i n i -  

t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  such data, a t  bes t  they  p rov ide  o n l y  an approximate de- 

s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  occupat ional  mix o f  Colorado r e s i d e n t  taxpayers. On t h i s  

basis ,  i t  appears t h a t  more than o n e - f i f t h  o f  t h e  households were headed by 

w ~ n  t h e  absence o f  d e t a i l e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on the  t a x  r e t u r n s  rega rd ing  occupa- 
t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  and t i t l e s ,  taxpayer  responses w i l l  n o t  be d e f i n i t i o n a l l y  
c o n s i s t e n t  o r  uni form. For purposes o f  t h i s  study, t h e  repo r ted  occupat ions 
were c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  n i n e  major  ca teqor ies  based on t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  and c las -  
s i f i c a t i o n s  e s t a b l  i shed i n  t h e  ~ic t i & a r y  o f  Occupational T i t l e s ,  U.S. Depart-
ment o f  Labor. I n  t he  case o f  j o i n t  r e t u r n s  the  person f i l i n g  the  r e t u r n  was 
regarded as the  head o f  household, i n  t he  case of 'merged marr ied-separate re -
t u r n s  the  spouse r e p o r t i n g  the  l a r g e s t  share o f  t he  combined ad jus ted  gross 
income was considered the  head o f  household. The "A1 1 Other" category i nc ludes  
r e t u r n s  o f  those who repo r ted  t h e i r  occupat ions as housewives, homemakers, s tu -
dents, unemployed, o r  w i t h  t i t l e s  t h a t  cou ld  n o t  be c l a s s i f i e d  o r  were n o t  r e -
por ted.  See Appendix A f o r  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the  d e t a i l e d  occupat ional  t i t l e s  
making up the  n ine  major  categor ies.  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s i d e n t  t a x  r e t u r n s  
by  occupat ion, c l a s s i f i e d  by ad jus ted  gross income s t r a t a ,  a re  p rov ided i n  t h e  
d e t a i l e d  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Income, Tables 18-20. 



persons engaged i n  managerial and pro fess iona l  a c t i v i t i e s  o r  were self-employed 

i n  non-agri cu l  t u r a l  business. 

TABLE J. DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENT TAX RETURNS BY OCCUPATION 
OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD, FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Average 
Househol ds pe r  ~ o u s e h o l d  

Number Per- Adjusted Normal Tax as 
Occupation o f  o f  cent  ~ r o s s  Tax Percent 

Head o f  Household Returns D is t .  Income Liab. o f  AGI 

Manageri a1 & Sel f-employed 
Professional  
Sub-professional & C l e r i c a l  
Sales & Merchandising 
Service Occupations 
Cra f ts ,  Mech. & Operatives 
Farmers (Self-employed) 
M i  1it a r y  Personnel 
Ret i  r e d  
A l l  o thera  

a ~ n c ludes housewives, students, unemployed and unreported 

The managerial and se l  f-employed category had an average ad jus ted gross 

income i n  excess o f  $20,000 and ranked f i r s t  i n  bo th  average income and t a x  l i a -

b i lity. Heads o f  households engaged i n  pro fess iona l  a c t i v i  t ies--such as doctors, 

dent is ts ,  1 awyers, engineers and educators--ranked nex t  w i t h  an average ad jus ted 

gross income o f  almost $1 7,000, b u t  a r e l a t i v e l y  lower tax. Households headed 

by persons i n  "wh i te  c o l l a r "  occupations, which c o n s i s t  o f  sales, merchandising, 

c l e r i c a l  and sub-professional personnel , a1 so represented about one- f i  f t h  o f  a1 1 

househol ds. The i r  ad jus ted gross income averaged $1 2,000 and t h e i r  average t a x  

was accord ing ly  lower. Taxpayers i d e n t i f i e d  themselves as self-employed farmers 

on about 18,000 t a x  re tu rns  which i s  o n l y  about one-half  the  number who repor ted  

e i t h e r  p o s i t i v e  o r  negat ive farm income, b u t  tw ice  the  number o f  those f o r  whom 

farm income was the  pr imary source ( i .e.,  50 percent  o r  more o f  the  repor ted  ad- 

j us ted  gross income). For these farm households, t he  average ad jus ted gross i n -  

come a l s o  was about $12,000, approximately the  same as f o r  the  "whi te c o l l a r "  

categories. However, t h e i  r average normal t a x  1 i a b i  lit y  represented the  h ighest  

r e l a t i v e  t a x  burden o f  any o f  these occupational groups. "Blue c o l l a r "  workers, 

comprising craftsmen, mechanics and f a c t o r y  operat ives,  were repor ted  as the head 



of households on one o u t  of every seven t a x  re tu rns  f i l e d .  The average adjusted 

gross income f o r  t h i s  group was l e s s  than $11,000, which ranked as the second 

lowest i f  m i l i t a r y  personnel and r e t i r e d  persons are excluded. Households headed 

by workers i n  se rv i ce  occupations represented almost n i n e  percent  o f  a l l  house-

holds, b u t  t h e i r  average adjusted gross income was less  than $9,000 and as such 

had the  lowest  average income and t a x  o f  any o f  the categor ies making up the  

c i v i  1 ian labo r  force. F ina l ly, households headed by m i  1it a r y  personnel o r  re -

t i r e d  persons repor ted  average ad jus ted gross incomes o f  s l i g h t l y  above $7,000, 

bu t  the l a t t e r  numbered more than 52,000 o r  almost s i x  percent  of a l l  the  res iden t  

households i n  t h e  s ta te .  

D i s t r i b u t i o n  by Major Planning Regions 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  Colorado res iden t  taxpayers, ad jus ted gross income 

and normal tax  l i a b i l i t y  on a reg iona l  bas is  i s  shown i n  Table K. For purposes 

of t h i s  study, t h e  13 geographic and economic areas o f  the  s t a t e  designated by the 

Colorado Department of Local Af fa i rs ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  Planning, were used as major re -  

gions as shown i n  Figure 1. They c o n s i s t  o f  the  f o l l o w i n g  cont iguous count ies:  

Region 
Number Name o f  Region Counties 

1 South P l a t t e  Va l ley  Logan, Morgan, P h i l 1  i ps ,  Sedgwick, 
Washington, Yuma 

2 Northern Front  Range Laramie, We1 d 

3 Denver Met ropo l i tan  Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Clear Creek, 
Denver, Douglas, G i  l p i n ,  Je f fe rson 

4 Pikes Peak E l  Paso, Park, Tel l e r  

5 High P la ins  Cheyenne, E l be r t ,  K i t  Carson, L inco ln  

6 Lower Arkansas Val 1 ey Baca, Bent, Crowley, Kiowa, Otero 
Prowers 

7 Spanish Peaks Huerfano, Las Animas, Pueblo 

8 San Lu is  Va l l ey  Alamosa, Conejos, Cost i  1 l a ,  Mineral,  
R io Grande, Saguache 

9 San Juan Basin Archuleta, Dolores, La P la ta ,  
Montezuma, San Juan 

10 Black Canyon Delta, Gunni son, Hinsdale, Montrose, 
Ouray, San Miguel 

11 Plateau Garf ie ld,  Mesa, Mof fat ,  Rio Blanco 

12 Northern Mountain Eagle, Grand, Jackson, P i t k i n ,  Routt ,  
Summit 

13 Upper Arkansas Val l e y  Chaffee, Custer, Fremont, Lake 

15 



FIGURE I. MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS OF THE STATE 


PLANNING REGIONS 

I South Platte Valley 

2 Northern Front Range 

3 Denver Metropolitan 

4 Pikes Peak 

5 High Plains 
A 


6 Lower Arkansas Valley 

7 Spanish Peaks 

8 San Luis Valley 

9 San Juan Basin 

10 Blackcanyon 

I I Plateau 

12 Northern Mountain 

13 Upper Arkansas Valley 



TABLE K. DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENT TAX RETURNS BY MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS OF STATE, 


P l  anni ng Regi ons 

Region 1--South P l a t t e  Val ley 

Region 2--Northern Front  Range 

Region 3--Denver Metropolitan  

Region 4--Pikes Peak 

Region 5--Hi gh P la ins  

Region 6--Lower Arkansas Val 1 ey 

A Region 7--Spanish Peaks 
u Region 8--San Lu is  Va l ley  

Region 9--San Juan Basin 

Region 10--Bl ack Canyon 

Region 11 --Plateau 

Region 12--Northern Mountain 

Region 13--Upper Arkansas Val l e y  

Tota l - - W i  t h i n  S ta te  

Tota l  S ta te  Resi dents 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Househol ds Percent o f  Househol ds Average p e r  Househol d Sta te  
Number Percent i n  Region w i t h  AGI Adjus t e d  Normal Tax as 

of D i s t r i - Under $25,000 Gross Tax Percent 
Returns bu t ion  $5,000 and Over Income L i a b i  1 ity of AGI 

21,534 2.4 26.8 8.8 $1 2,030 $337 2.80 

73,058 8.2 31 .O 6.0 11,000 258 2.35 

522,487 59.0 

82,733 9.4 

7,018 .8 

16,832 1.9 

a ~ u l l - y e a r  and par t -year  res iden ts  r e s i d i n g  o u t  o f  s t a t e  



As i s  g e n e r a l l y  recognized, t h e  overwhelming m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  s t a t e ' s  

popu la t i on  i s  concentrated i n  t he  e i g h t  county Denver Metropol i t a n  Region which 

represents approximate ly  60 percent  o f  t he  taxpayers and 64 percent  o f  the t o t a l  

s t a t e  income and normal t a x  1 i a b i l  i t y .  Because o f  the wide and uneven d i spe r -  

s ion  o f  the  remain ing households among the  o t h e r  12 p lann ing  regions,  most a re  

r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  i n  terms of  the  number o f  households and the  amount o f  income 

and normal t a x  1 i a b i l  i t y .  Fo l lowing the  Denver area, the Pikes Peak Region i s  

q u a n t i t a t i v e l y  the  nex t  most impor tan t  w i t h  about n ine  percent  o f  t he  households 

and e i g h t  percent  o f  the  income and normal tax .  A t  the o t h e r  extreme, the San 

Lu is  Va l l ey  and High P la ins  regions each represent  one percent  o f  the s t a t e ' s  

popu la t ion ,  income and tax .  S i x  regions--South P l a t t e  Val l e y ,  Lower and Upper 

Arkansas Val leys, San Juan Basin, Black Canyon and Northern Mountain d i s t r i c t s - -  

i n d i v i d u a l  l y  account f o r  about two percent .  I n  general , the o v e r a l l  percentage 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t he  income t a x  l i a b i l i t y  among the  13 p lann ing  regions of  the  

s t a t e  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l s  t h a t  o f  the  ad jus ted  gross income and r e s i d e n t  popula- 

t i o n .  

However, when r e s i d e n t  t a x  re tu rns  are  c l a s s i f i e d  by t h e  f i v e  major 

ad jus ted  gross income s t r a t a ,  the p a t t e r n s  o f  income d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h i n  each 

area d i f f e r  w ide l y  among the p lann ing  regions.- 16/ I n  the  Denver Metropol i t a n  

Region, l e s s  than 23 percent  o f  the  households repor ted  ad jus ted  gross incomes 

under $5,000, whereas i n  t he  San Juan Basin, San Luis  Va l l ey  and Northern Moun- 

t a i n  d i s t r i c t s  about 40 percent  of  a l l  households were i n  t h i s  lowest  income 

category. A s i m i l a r  d i s p a r i t y  e x i s t s  a t  the upper end o f  the income spectrum. 

For the  Denver Metropol i t a n ,  South P l a t t e  Va l ley  and High P la ins  regions more 

than e i g h t  percent  of  t he  households were i n  the  "$25,000 and over"  income 

class, b u t  i n  the San Juan Basin, Black Canyon and Upper Arkansas d i s t r i c t s  

l ess  than four  percent  were i n  the  top  stratum. I n  o the r  words, the poorest  

regions when compared w i t h  the  most a f f l u e n t  r e l a t i v e l y  had tw ice  as many house- 

holds i n  the lowest  income category, and l ess  than one-ha1 f as many i n  the h igh-  

e s t  income stratum. 

The p lann ing  regions of  the  s t a t e  a l s o  vary s i g n i f i c a n t l y  w i t h  regard 

t o  the  major  sources o f  household income. For example, t he  wage and s a l a r y  

share expressed as a percentage of  a r e g i o n ' s  t o t a l  ad jus ted  gross income 

ranged from a h igh  of  91 percent  i n  the  San Juan Basin t o  a low of  54 percent  

he reg iona l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  by ad jus ted  gross income s t r a t a  are prov ided i n  
the d e t a i l e d  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Income, Tables 21 -23. 



i n  t he  South P l a t t e  Val l e y .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  p o s i t i v e  f a rm  income as a percen t  o f  

t o t a l  ad jus ted  gross income ranged from h ighs o f  25 and 22 percen t ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  

f o r  t he  High P l a i n s  and South P l a t t e  Va l l ey  reg ions  t o  l e s s  t han  one percen t  i n  , 
f i v e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s - - P i  kes Peak, Denver Me t ropo l i t an ,  Spanish Peaks, Nor thern  

Mountain and Upper Arkansas Val l e y  reg ions .  The h i g h  and low r e l a t i v e  shares of  

r eg iona l  income, c l a s s i f i e d  by  ma jo r  source, a r e  shown i n  Table L below. 

TABLE L. PERCENTAGE SHARES OF REGIONAL INCOME BY SOURCE 

Majo r  Source 

Hi  ghes t 
~ e g ions 

Per- Region 
c e n t  Number 

R
Per-
-cent  

Lowest 
egions 

Region 
Number 

S t a t e  
Average 

Wage and S a l a r y  Income 
Net P rope r t y  Income 
Net  Business Income 
P o s i t i v e  Farm Income 

91 .O 
16.8 
12.9 
25.2 

9 
12 

7 
5 

54.0 
9.3 

-3.0 
* 

1 
4 
5 
4 

82.2 
10.5 
5.3 
1.6 

Negat i  ve Farm Income 19.6 9 0.3 4 1.6 

*Less t han  0.05 pe rcen t  

V a r i a t i o n s  i n  r e g i o n a l  income a re  f u r t h e r  r e f l e c t e d  when t h e  averages 

o f  a d j u s t e d  gross income p e r  household shown i n  Table K a re  compared. The D e ~ v 2 r  

M e t r o p o l i t a n  Region average household income o f  $12,843 was t he  h i g h e s t  of  any 

reg ion ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  South P l a t t e  V a l l e y  w i t h  $12,030. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  

Black Canyon and San Juan Bas in  areas had t h e  l owes t  r e p o r t e d  a d j u s t e d  gross i n - .  

comes which averaged $9,048 and $8,778, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  O f  course, these income 

f i gu res  a r e  e x c l u s i v e  o f  t r a n s f e r  payments which when i n c l u d e d  i n  ad jus ted  b road  

income s i g n i f i c a n t l y  reduce t h e  reg iona l  average income d i f f e r e n t i a l s .  

A1 though marked v a r i a t i o n s  a1 so a r e  d i  scernab le  i n  t h e  average normal 

t a x  l i a b i l i t i e s  o f  t h e  reg ions ,  r ang ing  f rom $337 i n  t h e  South P l a t t e  V a l l e y  t o  

$190 i n  t h e  San Juan Basin,  t he  r a n k i n g  o f  t h e  reg ions  on t h i s  b a s i s  does n o t  

f o l l o w  t h a t  f o r  t h e  average income because of  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  magnitude o f  

taxpayer  income t a x  deduct ions (in c l  ud ing  f e d e r a l  t a x )  and persona l  exempti ons . 
Thus, t he  average va lue  o f  deduct ions and exemptions i n  t h e  Denver a rea  were con-

s i d e r a b l y  l a r g e r  t han  those taken by  taxpayers i n  t h e  South P l a t t e  Va l ley ,  s i nce  

t h e  1 a t t e r  had t he  1 ower average income b u t  h i g h e r  average normal t a x  l i a b i l i t y .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  when t h e  r e g i o n a l  re1  a t i v e  t a x  burdens a re  compared, t he  

s t a t e  income t a x  expressed as a percentage o f  t h e  a d j u s t e d  gross income f o r  t he  

San L u i s  V a l l e y  was g r e a t e r  than  t h a t  f o r  t h e  Denver M e t r o p o l i t a n  Region a l t hough  

19 
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the average income was almost one- four th smal le r .  For a l l  regions, as shown i n  

Table K y  the r e l a t i v e  burden o f  the  s t a t e  income t a x  ranged from a h igh  o f  2.80 

percent  f o r  the  South P l a t t e  Va l ley  t o  a low o f  2.17 percent  f o r  bo th  the  San 

Juan Basin and Pikes Peak regions. 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  by Major  Counties 

The n i n e  most populous count ies i n  Colorado comprising the "Front  

Range" represented 80 percent  o f  t he  r e s i d e n t  taxpayers and accounted f o r  about 

83 percent  o f  bo th  the  ad jus ted  gross income and s t a t e  normal t a x  1 i a b i l i t y . -  171 

The f i v e  l a r g e s t  count ies  i n  t he  Denver Me t ropo l i t an  Region--Denver Je f fe rson,  

Arapahoe, Adams and Boul der--represented a1 most 60 percent  o f  the s t a t e ' s  t o t a l  

res iden t  popu la t ion .  The C i t y  and County o f  Denver a lone accounted f o r  almost 

23 percent  o f  t he  s t a t e ' s  taxpayers, f o l l owed  by Jefferson County w i t h  about 12 

percent  and Arapahoe County w i t h  10 percent .  E l  Paso ranked nex t  w i t h  n i n e  per -  

cent  and the  smal les t  t h ree  of  the  " B i g  NineH--Pueblo, Lar imer and Weld--each 

accounted f o r  about f o u r  percent  o f  the s t a t e ' s  r e s i d e n t  households, income and 

normal t a x  l i a b i l i t y .  

The repo r ted  ad jus ted  gross income f o r  these major  count ies i n  f i s c a l  

yea r  1975 t o t a l e d  $8.7 b i l l i o n ,  and f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  count ies  t h e  income ranged 

from a h igh  o f  $2.4 b i l l i o n  f o r  Denver t o  a low o f  $373 m i l l i o n  f o r  Weld County. 

The t o t a l  incomes f o r  Jefferson and Arapahoe Counties a l s o  exceeded one b i l l i o n - -  

$1.5 and $1.2 b i l l  i o n  respec t i ve l y .  The o t h e r  f i v e  count ies,  ranked by income 

i n  m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s ,  were: E l  Paso ($846), Adams ($788), Boulder ($673), 

Pueblo ($447) and Larimer ($430). 

The combined normal income t a x  l i a b i l i t y  f o r  these major  count ies t o -

t a l e d  $207 m i l  l i o n  or ,  as noted, almost 83 percent  o f  t he  s t a t e  t o t a l .  Denver 

alone accounted f o r  $59 m i l l i o n  o r  24 percent ,  f o l l owed  by Jefferson and Arapahoe 

w i t h  $37 and $30 m i l l  i o n  of normal t ax ,  o r  15 and 14 percent,  respec t i ve l y .  Of 

the nine, Weld County had t h e  smal les t  tax, about $9 m i l l i o n  o r  l ess  than f o u r  

percent  of  t h e  s t a t e  t o t a l .  I n  shor t ,  the percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  

income t a x  among these count ies  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l  e l  s  t he  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  income. 

As i n  t he  case o f  t he  reg iona l  analys is ,  when the  t a x  re tu rns  are c l a s -  

s i f i e d  by ad jus ted  gross income s t r a t a ,  the p a t t e r n  o f  income d i s t r i b u t i o n  w i t h i n  

each county d i f f e r s  w ide l y  among c o u n t i e s . w  For example, as shown i n  Table M y  

u ~ h eo t h e r  54 count ies o f  t h e  s t a t e  were n o t  t r e a t e d  on an i n d i v i d u a l  bas is  
because of  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  populat ions.  . . 

w ~ h ecounty c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  by ad jus ted  gross income s t r a t a  are  prov ided i n  the  
d e t a i l e d  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Income, Tables 24-25. 



TABLE M. DISTRIBUTION OF RESIDENT TAX RETURNS BY MAJOR COUNTIES OF STATE, 
FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Major Counties 

Households 
Number Percent  

o f  D i  stri -
Returns bu t i  on 

Percent  o f  Households 
i n  Region w i  t h  AGI 

Under $25,000 
$5,000 and Over 

Average p e r  Household 
Adjus t ed  Normal 

Gross Tax 
Income L i a b i l i t y  

S t a t e  
Tax a s  

Percent  
o f  AGI 

d 

Denver 
Je f fe rson  
Arapahoe 
Adams 

Boulder 
El Paso 
Pueblo 
Lari mer 
Weld 

Total--Nine Counties 

Total--Out of S t a t e  b 

Total S t a t e  Residents  

a ~ t h e r54 coun t i e s  

b ~ u l1 -year  and pa r t -yea r  r e s i d e n t s  r e s i d i n g  o u t  o f  s t a t e  



o n l y  one o u t  o f  every s i x  taxpayers i n  Jefferson County had incomes o f  l ess  than 

$5,000, whereas i n  Larimer and E l  Paso Counties the r a t i o  was about one out  o f  

three.  A t  the upper end of t he  income scale, Arapahoe County ranked f i r s t  w i t h  

almost 12 percent  of i t s  households i n  the  "$25,000 and over"  category, fo l lowed 

by Jefferson w i t h  10 percent .  On the o t h e r  hand, i n  Adams County l ess  than four  

percent  of t he  taxpayers repor ted  ad jus ted gross incomes i n  excess o f  $25,000, 

and i n  E l  Paso and Pueblo Counties the  r a t i o  was o n l y  f i v e  percent.  

S i g n i f i c a n t  income v a r i a t i o n s  among the count ies a1 so are revealed 

when the  average ad jus ted gross incomes f o r  t he  count ies are compared. As shown 

i n  Table M, Je f fe rson County ranked f i r s t  w i t h  an average household income of 

$14,334, fo l lowed by Arapahoe w i t h  $14,232. Boulder ranked t h i r d  w i t h  an aver- 

age income of $12,735 which exceeded the  Denver County average of $12,121 . E l  

Paso ranked lowest  among the  n i n e  major count ies w i t h  an average income o f  $10,627, 

exceeded by both  Adams and Weld Counties which had averages o f  $10,843 and $10,932, 

respec t i  ve ly .  I n  general , the  average normal t a x  1 i a b i  1 ity  f o r  these count ies 

fo l lowed the  income order ing,  and ranged from a h igh  o f  $355 f o r  Je f fe rson County 

t o  a low $231 f o r  E l  Paso. 

F i n a l l y ,  when the  t a x  l i a b i l i t y  o f  each county i s  expressed as a per-  

centage o f  ad jus ted gross income, the  income t a x  burdens vary from highs o f  2.47 

and 2.46 percent  f o r  Je f fe rson and Arapahoe t o  lows o f  2 . I 7  and 2.18 f o r  Adams 

and E l  Paso Counties. Weld County had the  t h i r d  h ighest  r e l a t i v e  t a x  burden 

which a c t u a l l y  exceeded those f o r  Denver, Boulder and Pueblo Counties even though 

the average incomes of t he  l a t t e r  were markedly h igher.  As ind ica ted,  t h i s  v a r i -  

ance between income and t a x  burden i s  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  d i f f e rences  i n  the  magni- 

tudes o f  the  average taxpayer deduct ions and exemptions among the count ies.  I n  

a s imi  l a r  manner, the r e l a t i v e  tax  burden f o r  these n ine  major counties as a 

group was lower than tlre average f o r  t he  o the r  54 count ies o f  the state--2.38 

percent compared w i t h  2.44 percent--notwi ths tand ing the f a c t  t h a t  the  Front  

Range count ies '  average income was almost 18 percent  h igher  than t h a t  f o r  t he  

r e s t  o f  the s t a t e .  



COLORADO STATISTICS OF INCOME 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table Page1 

1 Adjusted Gross Income. Normal Tax and Federal Income Tax . . 24 


2 C lass i f i ed  by Tax Status . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  25 


3 C l a s s i f i e d  by Type o f  Return . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 


4 C lass i f i ed  by F i l i n g  Status . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27 


5 C l a s s i f i e d  by Residency . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 


6 C lass i f i ed  by Type o f  Exemptions . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 


7 Food Sales Tax and Old Age Property Tax Cred i ts  . . . . . . .  30 


8 C l a s s i f i e d  by Value of Exemptions and Deductions . . . . . .  31 


9 Number of Returns C l a s s i f i e d  by I temized Deductions . . . . .  32 


10 C l a s s i f i e d  by Value o f  I temized Deductions . . . . . . . . .  33 


11 Adjusted Gross Income. Normal Tax and Federal Income 

Tax. F u l l  -Year Resident Taxpayers . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  34 


Number o f  Returns C l a s s i f i e d  by Size o f  Household . . . . . .  35 


Adjusted Gross Income C l a s s i f i e d  by Size o f  Household . . . .  36 


Normal Tax L i a b i l i t y  C l a s s i f i e d  by Size o f  Household . . . .  37 


Number o f  Returns C l a s s i f i e d  by Source o f  Income . . . . . .  38 


Colorado Income C l a s s i f i e d  by Source o f  Income . . . . . . .  39 


C l a s s i f i e d  by Primary Source o f  Income . . . . . . . . . . .  40 


Number o f  Returns C l a s s i f i e d  by Occupation o f  Head 

o f  Household . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  42 


Adjusted Gross Income C lass i f i ed  by Occupation o f  

Head of Household . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  43 


Normal Tax C l a s s i f i e d  by Occupation o f  Head o f  
Household . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  44 


Number. Adjusted Gross Income. Normal Tax and Federal 

Tax. C l a s s i f i e d  by Major Planning Regions . . . . . . . . . .  45 


C lass i f i ed  by Major Planning Regions . . . . . . . . . . . .  46 


Number o f  Returns and Colorado Income C l  assi  f i e d  by 

Source o f  Income and Major Planning Regions . . . . . . . . .  51 


Number. Adjusted Gross Income. Normal Tax and Federal 

Tax. C l a s s i f i e d  by Major Counties . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  54 


C lass i f i ed  by Major Counties . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  55 




TABLE I. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 

ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME, NORMAL TAX AND FEDERAL INCOME TAX, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Number Adjusted Colorado State Income Tax L i a b i l  it yb  
Adjusted Gross o f  Gross Norm1 AS-3 Total Federal 
Income Classes Returns I n  come Tax c red i tC  Surtax Tax Tax 

A. Total d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 $ 228,216 $ 1,273 $ 3 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 405,408 5,075 12 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 938,271 14,660 53 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 749,001 12,907 41 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 2,255,798 43,900 153 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 3,453,774 86,366 261 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 1,673,498 56,075 337 

$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 538,788 20,521 240 


$100,000 and over 368,557 12,746 376 

Total $lO,6ll,3l2 $253,523 $1,475 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 2.2 .5 .2 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 3.8 2.0 .8 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 8.8 5.8 3.6 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 7.1 5.1 2.8 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 21.3 17.3 10.4 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 32.5 34.1 17.7 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 15.8 22.1 22.8 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 5.1 8.1 16.3 

$100,000 and over 3.5 -5.0 -25.5 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Average d o l l a r  amount per return:  

under $3,000 

$3.000 t o  $5,000 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 


$100,000 and over 

Total 

: fu l l  -year, par t -year  and non-resident returns 
,Excludes o i l  and gas gross production tax 

Credi t  taken f o r  income tax pa id  other  s tates 
*Less than $0.50 

Note: Totals may no t  equal sum o f  the items due t o  rounding. Averages based on a l l  returns. 



TABLE 2. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 

CLASSIF I  ED BY TAX STATUS, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Non-Taxable Returns Taxable Returns 
Adjusted Gross Number of Adjusted Number o f  Adjusted Net Taxable 
Income Classes Returns Gross Income Returns ~ r o s s  Income Income 

A. Tota l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 80,573 $ 92,342 66,593 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 12,305. 45,858 90,051 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 5,209 32,702 139,584 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 505 4,486 82,642 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 900 10.453 181,395 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 220 4,430 181 ,435 
$25,000 t o  $50.000 81 2,897 52,048 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 34 2,869 8.257 

$100,000 and over 17 3,356 A2 116 

Tota l  99,844 $1 99,393 804,121 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 46.3 8.3 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 23.0 11.2 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 16.4 17.4 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 2.2 10.3 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 5.2 22.5 
$15.000 t o  $25,000 2.2 22.6 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 1.5 6.5 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 1.4 1.0 

$100,000 and over  1.7 2 
Tota l  100.0 100.0 

C. Average d o l l a r  amount per  re tu rn :  
under $3,000 $ 1,146 


$3,000 t o  $5,000 3,727 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 6.278 

$8.000 t o  $10,000 8,883 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 11,614 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 20,136 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 35,765 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 84.382 


$100,000 and over 197,412 

To ta l  $ 1,997 

a ~ u l l - y e a r ,  par t -year  and non-resident re tu rns  
*Less than 0. 05 percent 

Note: To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE ::. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 

CLASSIFIED BY TYPE OF RETURN, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Tab1 e/Standard Returns Itemized Returns 
Adjusted Gross Number of Adjusted Normal Number o f  Adjusted Normal 
income Classes Returns Gros; Income Tax Returns Gros; Income Tax 

A. Total d o l l a r  amounts i n  thou 

under $3,000 124,922 $ 195,118 $ 978 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 84,068 330,815 4,620 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 101,645 651,867 11,937 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 46,672 419,949 8,872 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 66,907 808,214 20,030 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 30,064 540.915 16,974 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 3,618 113,200 4,843 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 473 30,170 1,499 


$100,000 and over 64 10,056 427 

Total 458,433 $3,100,304 $70,180 

B. Percentage d i s t r i bu t i on :  

under $3,000 27.2 6.3 1.4 5.0 
$3.000 t o  $5,000 18.3 10.7 6.6 4.1 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 22.2 21.0 17.0 9.7 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 10.2 13.5 12.6 8.2 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 14.6 26.1 28.5 25.9 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 6.6 17.4 24.2 34.0 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 .8 3.7 6.9 10.9 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 .1 1.0 2.1 1.8* $100,000 and over - - 3  -.6 .5 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Average do1 l a r  amount per return:  

under $3,000 $ 1,562 $ 8 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 3,935 55 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 6,413 11 7 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 . 8,998 190 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 12,080 2 99 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 17,992 565 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 31,288 1,339 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 63,784 3,169 


$100,000 and over 157,125 6,672 

Total $ 6,763 $ 153 

a ~ u l l - y e a r ,  part-year and non-resident returns 
*Less than 0.05 percent 

Note: Totals may not  equal sum o f  the items due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 4. COLORAWSTATE INDIVIDUAL INCOK TAX RE TURNS,^ 

CLASS1 FIED BY FILING STATUS, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

Number o f  
Returns 

Single Returns 
Adjusted 

Gross Income 
Normal 

Tax 
Number o f  

Returns 

Jo in t  Returns 
Adjusted 

Gros; Income 
Normal 

Tax 

Married-Separate Returns 
Number of Adjusted Normal 

Returns Gros; Income Tax 

Total do l l  a r  amounts i n  thousands : 
under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 1,008 
4,190 

10,202 
6,929 

12,323 
8,382 
3,609 
1,661 

998 

41,862 
28,327 
47,707 
34,832 
92,400 
77,489 
23,177 
3,754 

681 

$ 54,506 
113,901 
314,184 
314,457 

1,147,985 
1,448,432 

754,110 
241,347 
114,811 

Total $49,302 350,229 $4,503,733 

B. Percentage d i s t r i bu t i on :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5.000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 to  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over 

Total 

Average do1 l a r  amount per return: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50.000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 10 
6 1 

123 
194 
305 
5 95 

1,269 
2,736 
5 544 L 

$ 1,302 
4,021 
6,586 
9,028 

12,424 
18.69 2 
32,537 
64,291 

168,592 

Total $ 143 $ 12.859 

a ~ u l l - y e a r ,  part-year and non-resident 
*Less than 0.05 percent 

returns 

Note: Totals may not  equal sum o f  the items due to  rounding. 



TABLE 5. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RETURNS.a 

CLASSIFIED BY RESIDENCY, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


F u l l  -Year Resident Returns Part-Year Resident Returns Non-Resident Returns 
Adjusted Gross Number o f  Adjusted Normal Number o f  Adjusted Normal Number o f  Adjusted Normal 
Income Classes Returns Gross Income Tax Returns Gross Income Tax Returns Gross Incane Tax 

Tota l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 $ 677 27,184 $ 41,661 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 4,362 13,058 50,862 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 13,593 10,443 66,989 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 11,919 6,759 60,446 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 42,194 8,582 106,721 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 84,194 5,877 110,029 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 54,880 1,222 40,465 
$50,000 t o  $100.000 20,104 148 9,605 

$100,000 and over 12,406 21 3,045 

Tota l  $244,329 73,294 $489,823 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 .3 37.1 8.5 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 1.8 17.8 10.4 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 5.5 14.2 13.7 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 4.9 9.2 12.3 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 17.3 11.7 21.8 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 34.5 8.0 22.5 

$25,000 to $50,000 22.5 1.7 8.3 

$50,000 t o  $100.000 8.2 .2 2.0 


$100,000 and over  5.1 * 
Tota l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

Average do1 l a r  amount per  re tu rn :  

Under $3,000 $ 6 $ 1,533 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 51 3,895 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 102 6,415 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 157 8,943 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 244 12,435 
$15.000 t o  $25,000 480 18,722 
$25.000 t o  $50,000 1,084 33,114 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 2,493 64,899 

$100,000 and over 5,979 145,000 

Tota l  $ 301 $ 6,683 

a ~ u l l - y e a r ,  par t -year  and non-resident re tu rns  
*Less than 0.05 percent 

Note: Tota ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the items due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 6. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RETURNS ,a 

CLASSIFIED BY TYPE OF EXEMPTIONS, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Ad jus ted Gross 
Income Classes 

Normal 
Exemp-

t i o n s  

Old Age 
Exemp-

t i o n s  

B l i n d  and 
Retarded 

Exemptions 

T o t a l  
Personal 

Exemptions 

A. T o t a l  number o f  r e t u r n s  r e p o r t i n g  exemptions: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

147,166 
102,356 
144,793 
83,147 

182,295 
181,655 

52,129 
8,291 
2,133 

19,919 
13,743 
15,189 

5,864 
9,584 
6,306 
3,691 
1,093 

394 

21 0 

3 00 
595 

1,139 
1,380 

629 
3 0 
11 

--- 
147,166 
102,356 
144,793 
83,147 

182,295 
181,655 

52,129 
8,291 
2,133 

T o t a l  903,965 75,783 4,294 903,965 

B. T o t a l  number o f  exemptions c la imed:  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

261,569 
175,583 
296.803 
202,935 
566,940 
619,211 
186,416 
30,588 

7,093 

22,614 
19,218 
20,210 

7,902 
13,732 
8,761 
5,306 
1,458 

637 

21 0 

300 
740 

'1,199 
1,634 

629 
30 
11 

---  

T o t a l  2,347,138 99,838 4,753 

C .  Average number o f  exemptions per  r e t u r n :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5.000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

1.78 
1.72 
2.05 
2.44 
3.11 
3.41 
3.58 
3.69 
3.33 

1 .14 
1.40 
1.33 
1.35 
1.43 
1.39 
1.44 
1.33 
1.62 

1 .OO 

1 .OO 
1 .24 
1.05 
1.18 
1 .OO 
1 .OO 
1 .OO 

---- 

T o t a l  2.60 1 .32 1.ll 

a ~ u l  pa r t - yea r  r e t u r n s1 -year,  and non - res iden t  

Note: T o t a l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  t h e  items due t o  round ing 



TABLE 7. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 

FOOD SALES TAX AND OLD AGE PROPERTY TAX CREDITS, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Food Sales Tax C r e d i t s  
Old Aae 

Proper t y  ax-~redi t s  
Number Number Value o f  Number Value o f  

Ad justed Gross 
Income Classes 

o f  o f  Exemptions 
Households Exemptions ($000) 

o f  C r e d i t  
Households ($000) 

A. T o t a l  f o r  a l l  households: 

under $3,000 123,881 208,686 $ 1,330 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 86,354 145,803 969 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 135,976 280,773 1,899 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 80,894 196,319 1,335 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 179,405 556,966 3,824 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 179,446 609,884 4,213 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 51,410 182,863 1,263 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 8,129 29,799 207 

$100,000 and over  2,078 6,902 48 

Sub to ta l  847,573 2,217,995 $15,088 
F i l e d  f o r  c r e d i t  on l y  145,230 273,032 1,910 

T o t a l  992,803 2,491,027 $16,998 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 12.5 6.4 7.8 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 8.7 5.8 5.7 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 13.7 11.3 11.2 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 8.1 7.9 7.9 

$10.000 t o  $15,000 18.1 22.4 22.5 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 18.1 24.5 24.8 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 5.2 7.3 7.4 
$50.000 t o  $100,000 .8 1.2 1.2 

$100,000 and over  .2 .3 .3 

Subtota l  85.4 89.0 88.8 
F i l e d  f o r  c r e d i t  o n l y  14.6 11.0 11.2 

T o t a l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Average per  household: 

under $3,000 1.68 $10.74 
$3.000 t o  $5,000 1.69 11.22 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 2.06 13.97 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 2.43 16.50 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 3.10 21.31 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 3.40 23.48 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 3.56 24.57 
$50,000 t o  $100.000 3.67 25.46 

$100.000 and over  3.32 23.10 

Sub to ta l  2.62 $17.80 
F i l e d  f o r  c r e d i t  o n l y  1.88 13.15 

T o t a l  2.51 $17.12 

a ~ u l  and pa r t - yea r  r e s i d e n t s  f i1 i n g  r e g u l a r  r e t u r n s  f i l e d  f o r  food tax  c r e d i t  o n l y  l - yea r  

Note: T o t a l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  t h e  i tems due t o  rounding.  



-- 

TABLE 8. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 

CLASSIFIED BY VALUE OF EXEMPTIONS AND DEDUCTIONS, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Value o f  Exemptions and Deductions Exemptions and Net 
Adjusted Gross Adjusted Personal Standard I tem ized  tedera l  Deductions Used Taxable 
Income Classes Gross Income Exemptions Deductions Deductions Tax Tota l  Against  A G I ~  1ncomeC 

A. D o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 $ 177,017 $101,317 $ 19,727 $ 7,120 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 136,846 42,281 33,099 24,673 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 231,415 68,084 98,278 82,616 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 156,176 41,723 95,439 77,254 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 433,547 66,156 347,945 241,167 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 470,491 29,830 541,471 455,556 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 143,882 3,612 239,732 292,324 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 23,994 469 73,122 139,813 

$100,000 and over  5,770 64 45,201 145,765 

To ta l  $1,779,138 $353,537 $1,494,013 $1,466,288 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 28.7 1.3 .5 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 12.0 2.2 1.7 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 19.3 6.6 5.6 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 11.8 6.4 5.3 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 18.7 23.3 16.4 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 8.4 36.2 31.1 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 1.O 16.0 19.9 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 .1 4.9 9.5 

$100,000 and over  -* 3.0 9.9 

To ta l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Average d o l l a r  amount pe r  re tu rn :  

Under $3,000 $1,203 $ 811 $ 887 $ 48 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 1,337 503 1,810 241 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 1,598 670 2,278 571 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 1,878 894 2,617 929 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 2,378 989 3,015 1,323 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 2,590 992 3,572 2,508 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 2,760 998 4,942 5,608 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 2,894 992 9,353 16,833 


$100,000 and over 2,705 1,000 21,847 68,338 

Total  $1,968 $ 771 $ 3,353 $ 1,622 

i ~ u l l - y e a r ,  pa r t - yea r  and non-res ident  r e t u r n s  
Tota l  exemptions and deduct ions exceeded by $165.4 m i l l i o n  the t o t a l  ad justed gross income o f  $199.4 m i l l i o n  repor ted  on non-taxable 
r e t u r n s  

'1ncl udes taxab le  and non-taxable re tu rns  
*Less than 0.05 percent  

Note: To ta l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  the items due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 9. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
NUMBER OF RETURNS CLASSIFIED BY ITEMIZED DEDUCTIONS, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

T o t a l  w i t h  
I temized 
Deduc-

t i o n s  
Medical 
Expense 

C o n t r i -
bu t ions  

I n t e r e s t  
Expense 

Rea 1 
E s t a t e  

Tax 

General 
Sales 
Tax Gas Tax 

Personal 
Proper ty  

Tax 
Casualty 

Losses 

Other 
I temized 
Deduc-

t i o n s  

A. T o t a l  number o f  re tu rns :  

under $3.000 
$3,000 t o  $5.000 
$5.000 t o  $8.000 
$8.000 t o  $10.000 

$10.000 t o  $15.000 
$15,000 t o  $25.000 
$25.000 t o  $50,000 
$50.000 t o  $100,00G 

$100.000 and over 

6,945 
11,320 
34,585 
31,691 

105,222 
142,416 

46,196 
7,382 
1,967 

5,931 
8,720 

34,485 
33,911 

108,742 
145,526 
43,527 

6,400 
1 ,683 

4,731 
7,655 

28,499 
27,542 
94,522 

136,997 
44,658 

7,031 
1,794 

T o t a l  387,724 388,925 353,429 

WN 
I under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

1.8 1.5 1.3 
2.9 2.2 2.2 
8.9 8.9 8.1 
8.2 8.7 7.8 

27.1 28.0 26.7 
36.7 37.4 38.8 
11.9 11.2 12.6 

1.9 1.6 2.0 
.5 .4 .5 

T o t a l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

As percentage o f  t o t a l  o f  i temized r e t u r n s :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

31.2 
61.9 
80.2 
86.9 
91.2 
93.9 
95.2 

26.7 
47.7 
79.9 
93.0 
94.0 
96.0 
89.7 

21.3 
41 - 9  
66.0 
75.5 
81.9 
90.4 
92.1 

38.2 
79.7 
95.0 
98.5 
99.2 
99.5 
99.2 

T o t a l  

a ~ u ll -year,  pa r t - yea r  and non-resident r e t u r n s  

Note: T o t a l s  may no t  equal sum o f  t h e  i tems due t o  rounding 
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TABLE 1 1 . COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RETURNS ,a 

ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME, NORMAL TAX AND FEDERAL INCOME TAX 


FULL YEAR RESIDENT TAXPAYERS , 
FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Number Adjusted 
Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

To ta l  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

To ta l  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

To ta l  

o f  
Returns 

A. To ta l  
134,636 
99,336 

143,458 
82,750 

181,617 
181,303 

51.830 
8,213 
2,096 

885,239 

Gross 
Income 

d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 
$ 213,591 

393,743 
930,225 
745,541 

2,247,726 
3,446,632 
1,663,235 

533,272 
361,908 

$10,535.873 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  
2.0 
3.7 
8.8 
7.1 

21.3 
32.7 
15.8 

5.1 
3.4 

100.0 

C.  Average d o l l a r  amount per retur?: 

Normal Federal 
Tax Tax 

$ 1,041 
4,867 

14,476 
12,819 
43,681 
86,110 
55,629 
20,295 
12,454 

$251,372 

$ 8 
49 


101 

155 

241 

475 


1,073 

2,471 

5,942 


$ 	 284 

$ 	 1,586 
3,964 
6.484 
9,010 

12.376 
19,010 
32,090 
64,930 

172,666 

$ 11,902 

i tems due t o  rounding. 

a ~ u l l - y e a r  and par t -year  res iden ts  on ly  

Note: To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the 



-- 

TABLE 12. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
NUMBER OF RETURNS CLASSIFIED BY SIZE OF HOUSEHOLD, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Size o f  Household 
Adjusted Gross Tota l  One Two Three Four F ive  o r  
Income Classes Returns Person Person Person Person More 

A. To ta l  number o f  households: 

under $3,000 134,636 85,685 25,085 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 99,336 63,380 19,974 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 143,458 70,220 36,286 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 82,750 28,353 21,787 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 181,617 29,470 50,269 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 181 ,303 10,034 54,618 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 51,830 2,042 14,315 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 8,213 369 2,406 

$100,000 and over 2,096 128 762 

Tota l  885,239 289,681 225,502 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 15.2 29.6 11.1 9.6 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 11.2 21.9 8.9 7.3 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 16.2 24.2 16.1 12.4 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 9.3 9.8 9.7 11.6 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 20.5 10.2 22.3 24.0 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 20.5 3.5 24.2 26.3 

$25,000 t o  $50.000 5.9 .7 6.3 7.4 

$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 .9 .1 1.1 1.1
* $100,000 and over .2 - .3 -.3 

Tota l  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. As percentage o f  ad justed gross income c lass:  

under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 

$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 


$100,000 and over 

To ta l  

a ~ u l l - y e a r  and part-year res idents o n l y  
*Less than 0.05 percent 

Note: Tota ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 13. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME CLASSIFIED BY SIZE OF HOUSEHOLD, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

Adjusted 
Gross 

Income 
One 

Person 
Two 

Person 

S ize  o f  Household 
Three 
Person 

Four 
Person 

F i v e  o r  
More 

T o t a l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

$ 140,691 
249,098 
446,629 
253,994 
351,574 
181,544 
68,249 
26,029 
22,524 

$ 44,707 
80,208 

237,355 
196,424 
621,689 

1,038,657 
464,134 
158,971 
134,937 

$ 15,763 
36,488 

102,672 
131,274 
370,629 
624,667 
293,953 

91,388 
56,012 

T o t a l  $1,740,333 $2,977,083 $1,722,845 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

8.1 
14.3 
25.7 
14.6 
20.2 
10.4 
3.9 
1.5 
1.3 

1.5 
2.7 
8.0 
6.6 

20.9 
34.9 
15.6 
5.3 
4.5 

T o t a l  100.0 100.0 

Average d o l l a r  amount per  r e t u r n :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

$ 1,642 
3,930 
6,360 
8,958 

11,930 
18,093 
33,423 
70,539 

175,969 

$ 1,782 
4,016 
6,541 
9,016 

12,367 
19,017 
32,423 
66,073 

177,083 

$ 1,320 
4,030 
6,647 
9,093 

12,401 
19,047 
31,710 
65,652 

153,458 

T o t a l  $ 6,008 $ 13,202 $ 13,828 

a ~ u l l - y e a r  and pa r t - yea r  r e s i d e n t s  o n l y  

Note: T o t a l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  t h e  i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 14. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RETURNS ,a 
NORMAL TAX LIABILITY CLASSIFIED BY SIZE OF HOUSEHOLD, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

Norma 1 
Tax 

One 
Person 

Two 
Person 

Size o f  Household 
Three 
Person 

Four 
Person 

Five o r  
More 

Tota l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 885 
4,009 
9,154 
5,867 
9,607 
6,274 
2,703 
1,048 

71 0 

$ 126 
588 

3,172 
3,457 

13,645 
28,576 
16,579 

6,189 
L4 704 

$ 17 
21 7 

1,185 
1,861 
7,019 

15,882 
9,918 
3,580 
L1 998 

Tota l  $40,257 $77,037 $41,676 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

2.2 .2 * 

To ta l  

Average do1 1 a r  amount per re tu rn :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 10 
6 3 

130 
207 
326 
625 

1,324 
2,840 
5,547 

$ 5 
2 9 
87 

159 
271 
523 

1,158 
2,572 
6,173 

To ta l  $ 139 $ 342 

a ~ u l1-year and par t -year  
*Less than 0.05 percent 
**Less than 8.50 

res iden ts  o n l y  

Note: To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the  i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 15. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 

NUMBER OF RETURNS CLASSIFIED BY SOURCE OF INCOME, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Ad jus ted Gross 
Income Classes 

Number o f  
Returns 

Wage 
Income 

Net P rope r t y  Income b 

P o s i t i v e  Neqat ive 
Business 

P o s i t i v e  
Income 
Negat ive 

Farm Income 
P o s i t i v e  Neqat ive 

Pension 
Income 

Misc. 
Income 

A. T o t a l  number o f  r e t u r n s  r e p o r t i n g  income by source: 

Negat ive  income 
under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5.000 t o  $8.000 
B8;ooo t o  $io;ooo 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over  

12,103 
127,533 

1 

5,433 
105,578 

8,382 
34,218 

1,065 
2,380 

690 
5,160 

7,286 
3,255 

T o t a l  

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n  by ad jus ted  gross income c lasses:  

, 
1 

Negat ive  income 
under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and ove r  

' .7 
13.3 
10.7 
16.2 

9.6 
21.5 
21.5 

5.6 
.7 

1.8 
7.6 
8.3 

12.8 
8.0 

21.8 
28.1 

9.7 
1.6 

.4 

2.8 
6.4 
3.3 

11.3 
8.2 

21.7 
31.6 
12.2 
2.3 

.2 

.7 
5.1 
6.4 

11.8 
7.9 

22.1 
25.1 
15.6 

4.2 
1.1 

16.2 
7.2 
5.5 
9.0 
6.3 

18.3 
20.9 
12.6 

2.9 
1.1 

T o t a l  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n  by source o f  income: 

Negat ive  income 
under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and ove r  

44.9 
86.2 
85'. 3 
89.7 
92.0 
93.9 
94.3 
86.0 
72.3 
67.7 

69.3 
27.9 
37.6 
40.4 
43.6 
54.3 
70.0 
84.3 
87.6 
95.6 

8.8 
1.9 
1.3 
3.0 
3.7 
4.5 
6.5 
8.8 

10.4 
3.6 

5.7 
4.2 
6.5 
8 .3  
9.7 

12.3 
13.9 
30.4 
51.4 
51.9 

60.2 
2.7 
2.5 
2.8 
3.5 
4.5 
5.2 

11.0 
16.0 
22.8 

T o t a l  89.7 51.1 4.2 11.4 5.1 

- -

: fu l l  -year and p a r t - y e a r  r e s i d e n t  r e t u r n s  o n l y  
I nc ludes  n e t  d iv idends,  i n t e r e s t ,  ren ts ,  r o y a l t y  and c a p i t a l  ga ins  

*Less than 0.05 pe rcen t  
income 

Note: To ta l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  t he  i tems due t o  rounding. 
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TABLE I7. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX PTURNS,' 
CLASSIFIED BY PRIMARY SOURCE OF INCOME, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Primary Wage Income 	 Primary Proper ty  1ncomeL Primary Business Income 
Number Adjusted Number Adjusted Number Adjusted 

Adjusted Gross o f  Wage ~ r o s s  Normal o f  Proper ty  Gross Norma1 o f  Business Gross Normal 
Income Classes Returns Income Income Tax Returns Income Income Tax Returns Income Income Tax 

Tota l  do1 l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

u nd er $3,000 $ 961 25,270 $ 78,881 $ 25,349 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 4,393 10,458 34,621 39,974 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 12,822 11,079 68,593 71,677 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 11,445 4,155 35,433 37,793 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 39,684 5,895 59,268 70,923 
$1 5,000 t o  $25,000 76,910 5,261 83,618 98,558 

, $25,000 t o  $50,000 37,327 4,038 126,637 136,629 
g $50,000 t o  $ 100,000 7,877 1,495 104,359 98,109 

$100,000 and over 2,802 880 154,673 170,764 

T o t a l  	 $194,221 68.53 1 $746,083 $749,776 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 .5 36.8 10.6 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 2.3 15.3 4.6 

$5.000 t o  $8,000 6.6 16.2 9.2 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 5.9 6.1 4.8 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 20.4 8.6 7.9 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 39.6 7.7 11 - 2  

$25,000 t o  $50,000 19.2 5.9 17.0 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 4.1 2.2 14.0 


$100.000 and over 1.4 1.3 -20.7 


T o t a l  	 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Note: 	 See footnotes a t  end o f  tab le.  

T o t a l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  i tems due t o  rounding. 




TABLE 17. (CONCLUDED) COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOMEbTAX RE TURNS,^ 

CLASSIFIED BY PRIMARY SOURCE OF REVENUE, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Pr imary  Farm Income Pr imary  Pension Income A l l  Other  1ncomeC 
Number Ad jus ted Number Ad jus ted Number Ad jus ted 

Ad jus ted Gross o f  Farm Gross Normal o f  Pens i o n  Gross Norma 1 o f  Gross Normal 
Income Classes Returns  Income Income Tax Returns  Income Income Tax Returns Income Tax 

T o t a l  d o l l a r  amount i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 $ 2 470 $ 494 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 18 2,113 6,255 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 1 43 1,610 7,700 

$8,000 t o  $io,ooo 131 730 4,951 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 344 1,436 12,565 ' 

$15.000 t o  $25,000 1,179 602 8,264
A $25.000 t o  $50,000 2,198 50 771 
7 $50,000 t o  $100,000 1,341 18  996 

$100,000 and ove r  6 28 2 -345 

T o t a l  $5,984 7,031 $42,340 

6. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 * 6.7 1.2 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 .3 30.1 14.8 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 2.4 22.9 18.2 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 2.2 10.4 11.7 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 5.7 20.4 29.7 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 19.7 8.6 19.5 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 36.7 .7 1.8 

$50,000.t0 $100,000 22.4 .3 2.3
* $100,000 and ove r  --10.5 - .8 

T o t a l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

abFu l l - yea r  and pa r t - yea r  r e s i d e n t s  o n l y  
P a r t i c u l a r  t ype  of income was 50% o r  more o f  r e p o r t e d  ad jus ted  gross  income 


C ~ o n s i s t s  o f  t hose  r e p o r t i n g  o t h e r  misce l laneous forms o f  incane as p r imary  source, o r  r e t u r n s  w i t h  no p r imary  source o f  income 

*Less than 0.05 p e r c e n t  


Note: T o t a l s  may n o t  equal  sum o f  t he  i t ems  due t o  rounding. 



- - 
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TABLE 18. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
NUMBER OF RETURNS CLASSIFIED BY OCCUPATION OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD, 


FISCAL YEAR 1975 


C l e r i c a l  Craftsmen, 
To ta l  Mgr. and andsub- Sales Service Mechanics Farmers 

Adjusted Gross House- Self  - Prof es- Prof  es- and Occupa- and ( S e l f - A1 1 
Incane Classes holds Employed s iona l  s iona l  Mdsi ng t i o n s  Operatives employed) M i  1 i t a r y  Ret i red otherC 

To ta l  number o f  r e t u r n s  by occupation of head of household: 

under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 

$8,000 t o  $io,ooo 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 


$100,000 and over 

To ta l  

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 10.6 7.1 20.4 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 8.1 13.8 15.8 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 20.0 13.8 20.0 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 11.O 12.6 6.8 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 19.8 22.9 20.2 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 25.6 22.9 14.7 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 4.5 6.1 1 .8 

$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 .4 .6 .2 


$100,000 and over * .1 * 
T o t a l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n  by occupation of head o f  household: 

under $3,000 4.0 10.6 2.5 11 .8 9.7 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 5.5 11.1 6.5 12.4 10.7 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 9.2 18.8 4.5 10.9 15.5 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 12.5 17.9 7.1 6.4 19.4 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 20.3 14.7 5.9 8.7 20.2 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 27.4 19.1 5.9 6.3 14.3 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 34.2 11.6 5.5 2.8 4.1 

$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 28.8 6.6 3.2 1 .8 .4 


$100,000 and over 14.5 2.4 3.1 .9 -1.1 

To ta l  16.0 15.2 5.3 8.8 14.3 

a ~ u l l - y e a r  and par t -year  r e s i d e n t  re tu rns  on ly  
b ~ srepor ted by taxpayers on income tax r e t u r n .  I n  the  case of merged marr ied-separate re tu rns ,  the  spouse w i t h  the l a r g e s t  adjusted gross income 
,was designated as head of household 

Inc ludes miscel laneous occupations and r e t u r n s  no t  r e p o r t i n g  occupation 

*Less than 0.05 percent 


Note: To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 19. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME CLASSIFIED BY OCCUPATION OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD,^ 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

T o t a l  
Adjusted 

Gross 
Income 

Managerial 
and S e l f -  
Employed Professional 

C l e r i c a l  & 
Sub-Pro-
fess iona l  

Sales & 
Merchan-

d i s i n g  

Serv ice 
Occupa-

t i o n s  

Craftsmen, 
Mechanics 

and 
Operat ives 

Farmers 
(Sel f -

Employed) M i l i t a r y  Re t i red  
A1 1 

o the rC 

A. T o t a l  ad justed gross income i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 9,021 
21,887 
87,167 
93,878 

463,661 
953,171 
563,245 
151,043 

47,703 

$ 21,946 
44,907 

172,392 
132,520 
332,187 
672,764 
181,509 
35,638 

8,037 

$ 5,633 
26,481 
42,117 
54,024 

132,463 
204,628 

90,566 
14,476 
10,488 

$ 27,218 
48,243 

100,646 
47,807 

193,776 
212,330 
41,221 
8,753 
4,594 

$ 26,087 
43,157 

147,102 
144,259 
455,529 
470,626 

64,206 
1,865 
4,386 

T o t a l  $2,390,776 $1,601,900 $580,876 $684,588 $1,357,217 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 

, $8,00Oto $10,000 
f; $10,000 t o  $15,000
' $15,000 t o  $25,000 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

1.4 1 .O 4.0 1.9 

T o t a l  

C. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n  by occupation o f  head o f  household: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

2.6 
3.7 
4.4 
5.0 
4.1 
8.1 

21.2 
38.3 
39.3 

4.2 
5.6 
9.4 

12.6 
20.6 
27.7 
33.9 
28.3 
13.2 

10.3 
11.4 
18.5 
17.8 
14.8 
19.5 
10.9 
6.7 
2.2 

2.6 
6.7 
4.5 
7.2 
5.9 
5.9 
5.4 
2.7 
-2.9 

12.7 
12.3 
10.8 
6.4 
8.6 
6.2 
2.5 
1.6 
1.3 

12.2 
11.0 
15.8 
19.3 
20.3 
13.7 
3.9 

-3  
1.2 

T o t a l  11.1 22.7 15.2 5.5 6.5 12.9 

a ~ u l l - y e a r  and par t -year  r e s i d e n t  r e t u r n s  
b ~ srepor ted by taxpayers on income tax r e t u r n .  I n  the  case o f  merged marr ied-separate re tu rns ,  t h e  spouse w i t h  the  l a r g e s t  ad justed gross income was desig-
,nated as head o f  household 

Inc ludes miscel laneous occupations and r e t u r n s  n o t  r e p o r t i n g  occupations 

Note: T o t a l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  the i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 20. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RETURNS ,ab 
NORMAL TAX CLASSIFIED BY OCCUPATION OF HEAD OF HOUSEHOLD, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

C l e r i c a l  Craftsmen, 
To ta l  Mgr. and and Sub- Serv ice Mechanics Farmers 

Adjusted Gross Norma 1 S e l f - Profes- Profes- Sales & Occupa- and ( S e l f- A1 1 
Income Classes Tax Employed s ional  s iona l  Mdsing. t i o n s  Operat ives Employed) M i l  it a r y  Ret i red otherC 

A. To ta l  normal tax l i a b i l i t y  i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 $ 86 $ 148 $ 38 $ 139 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 310 746 296 644 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 1,382 3,220 646 1,605 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 1,788 2,547 838 7 53 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 9,187 6,642 2,249 3,541 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 24,279 15,739 4,958 4,970 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 17,875 5,502 3,030 1,138 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 5,694 1,395 533 3 55 


$100,000 and over 1,602 292 372 159 


To ta l  $62,203 $36,231 $12,960 $13,304 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 .4 .3 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 2.1 2.3 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 8.9 5.0 


, $8,00Oto $10,000 7.0 6.5 
$10,000 t o  $15,000 18.3 17.3 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 43.4 38.3 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 15.2 23.4 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 3.9 4.1 

$100,000 and over 2.9 
Tota l  100.0 100.0 

C. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n  by occupation o f  head o f  household: 

under $3,000 1.8 8.2 14.2 3.7 13.4 15.8 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 2.3 6.4 15.3 6.1 13.2 12.1 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 2.3 9.5 22.2 4.5 11.1 15.0 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 3.1 13.9 19.9 6.5 5.9 19.7 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 3.8 21 .O 15.2 5.1 8.1 20.7 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 8.8 28.2 18.3 5.8 5.8 13.8 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 22.4 32.1 9.9 5.4 2.0 3.9 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 36.8 28.1 6.9 2.6 1.7 .4 


$100,000 and over 38.7 12.9 2.3 3.0 1.3 1.1 


To ta l  13.9 24.7 14.4 5.2 5.3 11.5 

: ~ u l l - y e a r  and part-year res iden ts  on ly  
As repor ted by taxpayers on income tax re tu rn .  I n  the case o f  merged marr ied-separate returns,  the spouse w i t h  the  l a r g e s t  adjusted gross income was desig-

,nated as head o f  household 
Includes miscel laneous occupations and no t  repor ted 

Note: To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum of the items due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 21. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
NUMBER, ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME, NORMAL TAX AND FEDERAL TAX 

CLASSIFIED BY MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS,~ 
FISCAL YEAR 1975 

A l l  Returns 
Percent 
D i s t r i -

Number bu t ion  

Adjusted Gross Income 
Percent Average 

Amount D i s t r i - Per 
($000) bu t ion  Return 

Normal Tax 
Percent 

Amount D i s t r i -
($000) bu t ion  

Average 
Per 

Return 
Amount 
($000) 

Federal Tax 
Percent 
D i s t r i -

bu t ion  

Average 
Per 

Return 

Region 1--South P l a t t e  Val l e y  

Region 2--Northern Front  Range 

Region 3--Denver Met ropo l i tan  

Region 4--Pikes Peak 

Region 5--High P la ins  

Region 6--Lower Arkansas Val l e y  

Region 7--Spanish Peaks 

Region 8--San 

Region 9--San 

Lu is  Va l ley  

Juan Basin 

b 
Region 10--Black Canyon 

Region 11--Plateau 

Region 12--Northern Mountain 

Region 13--Upper Arkansas Val l e y  

Region 14--Out o f  s t a t e C  

To ta l  

- - -- 

: fu l l  -year and par t -year  res iden ts  on ly  
,See Figure 1 f o r  count ies i n  each reg ion  

F u l l  y e a r  and par t -year  res iden ts  r e s i d i n g  ou t -o f -s ta te  

Note: Tota ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the  items due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 22. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME T A ~RE TURNS,^ 
CLASS1 FIED BY MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Adius ted  Gross 
income Classes 

Region 1--South 
Number Adjusted 

o f  Gross 
Returns Income 

Pl a t t e  Val ley 

Normal Federal 
Tax Tax 

Region 2--Northern Front Range 
Number Adjusted 

of Gross Normal Federal 
Returns Income Tax Tax 

Region 3--Denver 
Number Adjusted 

of Gross 
Returns Income 

Metropol i tan -

Normal Federal 
Tax Tax 

A. Tota l  do1 l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

$ 50 13,574 $21,911 $ 86 

Tota l  

0. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

& 
' 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

.1 
1.7 
4.7 
5.6 

15.5 
19.8 
24.3 
15.8 
12.4 

18.6 
12.4 
15.9 
8.0 

20.2 
19.0 
5.0 

.9 

.1 

2.7 
4.7 
9.4 
6.5 

22.9 
32.3 
14.4 
4.9 
2.3 

.5 
2.7 
5.7 
4.8 

18.6 
34.7 
21.3 

8.2 
-3.4 

Tota l  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Average d o l l a r  amount per  re tu rn :  
under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$1 5,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 14 
297 
439 
866 

1,326 
2,309 

$ 1,614 
4,132 
6,466 
8,944 

12,477 
18,699 

$ 6 
56 
9 3 

156 
2 38 
472 

Tota l  

Note: See footnotes a t  end o f  table. 
To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 22. (CONTINUED) COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME 
CLASSIFIED BY MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS ,b 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

TAX RETURNS ,a 

Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

Number 
of 

Returns 

Region 4--Pikes Peak 
Adjusted 

Gross Normal 
Income Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

Number 
o f  

Returns 

Region 5--High P la ins  
Adjusted 

Gross Normal 
Income Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

Region 6--Lower 
Number Adjusted

o f  Gross 
Returns Income 

Arkansas 

Normal 
Tax 

Val ley 

Federal 
Tax 

A. Tota l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

Under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

Tota l  

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

b 
under $3,000 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over 

.6 
2.2 
6.4 
5.7 

19.1 
32.2 
17.4 
6.8 

9.5 

19.5 
13.3 
19.1 
10.7 
16.7 
12.2 
6.8 
1.4 

.3 

2.1 
5.1 

11.4 
8.6 

18.3 
20.4 
20.4 

8.1 
5.6 

Tota l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Average d o l l a r  amount per  re tu rn :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over 

Total 

Note: See footnotes a t  end o f  tab le .  
Tota ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the items due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 22. (CONTINUED) COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INSOME 
CLASSIFIED BY MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS. 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

TAX RE TURNS,^ 

Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

Region 7--Spanish Peaks 
Number Adjusted 

o f  Gross Normal 
Returns Income Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

Region 8--San 
Number Adjusted 

of Gross 
Returns Income 

Luis  Val ley 

Normal Federal 
Tax Tax 

Region 9--San 
Number Adjusted 

of Gross 
Returns Income 

Juan Basin 

Normal Federal 
Tax Tax 

A. Tota l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 316 
1,450 
3,772 
3,458 

12,966 
22,745 
11,225 
4,662 
2 206 I 

2,548 
1,533 
1,953 
1,320 
1,684 
1,133 

324 
121 
62 

$ 4,539 
6,254 

12,431 
11,788 
20,852 
20,740 
10,935 
8,212 
8,499 

$ 19 
60 

153 
181 
41 8 
549 
433 
379 
386 

Tota l  $62,801 10,678 $104,250 $2,579 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

7 

under $34000 
$3,00Oto $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over 

.5 
2.3 
6.0 
5.5 

20.6 
36.2 
17.9 

7.4 
3.5 

23.9 
14.4 
18.3 
12.4 
15.8 
10.6 
3.0 
1.1 

.6 

4.4 
6.0 

12.0 
11.3 
20.0 
19.9 
10.5 
7.7 

8.2 
Tota l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Average do1 1 a r  amount per  r e t u r n  : 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

$ 44 
247 
592 
86 8 

1,322 
2,474 
5,492 

19,923 
58,053 

$ 1,781 
4,080 
6,365 
8,930 

12,382 
18,305 
33,750 
67,868 

137,081 

$ 7 
39 
78 

137 
248 
485 

1,336 
3,132 
6,226 

Tota 1 $ 1,405 $ 9,763 $ 242 

Note: See footnotes a t  end o f  tab le.  
Tota ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 22. (CONTINUED) COLORAWSTATE INDIVIDUAL INC~ME TAX 
CLASS1 FIED BY MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

RETURNS,' 

Ad justed Gross 
Income Classes 

Region 10--Black Canyon 
Number Adjusted 

of Gross Normal Federal 
Returns Income Tax Tax 

Number 
o f  

Returns 

Region 11--Plateau 
Adjusted 

Gross Normal 
Income Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

Region 12--Northern Mountain 
Number Adjusted

o f  Gross Normal Federal 
Returns Income Tax Tax 

A. To ta l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 64 
392 

1,396 
1,400 
3,945 
4,505 
2,740 

987 
637 

4,995 
4,036 
5,496 
2,666 
7,306 
4,974 
1,486 

30 1 
54 

$ 6,488 
15,984 
34,960 
24,237 
90,408 
92,209 
47,303 
19,445 
9,050 

$ 25 
184 
489 
390 

1,752 
2,421 
1,626 

777 
350 

Tota l  $16,066 31,314 $340,084 $8,015 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

T 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$1 5,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

Tota l  

C. Average d o l l a r  amount pe r  re tu rn :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

$ 18 
177 
472 
889 

1,250 
2,475 
5,028 

15,422 
53,083 

$ 1,299 
3,960 
6,361 
9,091 

12,374 
18,538 
31,832 
64,601 

167,593 

$ 5 
46 
89 

146 
240 
487 

1,094 
2,581 
6,481 

Total  $ 1,016 $ 10,860 $ 256 

Note: See footnotes a t  end o f  tab le .  
To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the items due t o  rounding. 





TABLE 23. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
NUMBER OF RETURNS AND COLORADO INCOME CLASSIFIEE BY 

SOURCE OF INCOME AND MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS, 
FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Tota l  
Wage 

Income 
Proper tg 

Income 
Business 

Income 
Farm Income 

P o s i t i v e  Negative ' 

Pension 
Income 

Misc. 
Income 

Region 1--South P l a t t e  Val ley 
Number o f  Returns - -

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per  r e t u r n  

Region 2--Northern Front Range 
Number o f  Returns 

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per r e t u r n  

.I_
Ln 
A 

I 

Region 3--Denver Metropol i tan 
Number o f  Returns 

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per  r e t u r n  

Region 4--Pikes Peak 
Number o f  Returns 

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per  r e t u r n  

Region 5--High P la ins  
Number o f  Returns 

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per  r e t u r n  

Note: See footnotes a t  end o f  table. 

To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the items due t o  rounding. 




TABLE 23. (CONTINUED) COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
NUMBER OF RETURNS AND COLORADO INCOME CLASSIFIE! BY 

SOURCE OF INCOME AND MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS, 
FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Tota l  
Wage

Income 
Proper ty

I n  comec 
Business 

I n  come 
Farm Income 

P o s i t i v e  Negative 
Pension 
I n  come 

Misc. 
I n  come 

Region 6--Lower Arkansas Val ley 
Number of Returns 

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per  r e t u r n  

Region 7--Spanish Peaks 
Number o f  Returns 

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per  r e t u r n  

Region 8--San Lu is  Val ley 
, Number o f  Returns 

CJl 

'Y Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per  r e t u r n  

Region 9--San Juan Basin 
Number o f  Returns 

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per r e t u r n  

Region 10--81 ack Canyon 
Number o f  Returns 

Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  

Colorado Income ($000) 
Percent d i s t r i b u t i o n  
D o l l a r  average per  r e t u r n  

Note: See footnotes a t  end o f  tab le.  

To ta ls  may n o t  equal sum o f  the i tems due t o  rounding. 




TABLE 23. (CONCLUDED)COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RETURNS ,a 

NUMBER OF RETURNS AND COLORADO INCOME CLASSIFIED BY 


SOURCE OF INCOME AND MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS,~ 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 


Wage P r o p e r t y  Business Farm Income Pension Misc. 
To ta l  Income IncomeC Income P o s i t i v e  Negat ive  Income Income 

Region 11- -P la teau 

Number o f  Returns 


- p e r c e n t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  


Colorado Income ($000) 

Percent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

D o l l a r  average p e r  r e t u r n  


Region 12--Northern Mountain 

Number o f  Returns 


Percent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  


Colorado Income ($000) 

Pe rcen t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

D o l l a r  average p e r  r e t u r n  


Region 13--Upper Arkansas V a l l e y  
I Number o f  Returns 
cn 

w Percent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
I 

Colorado Income ($000) 

Percent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

D o l l a r  average p e r  r e t u r n  


dReqion 14--Out o f  S t a t e  

Number o f  Returns 


Percent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  


Colorado Income ($000) 

Percent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

D o l l a r  average p e r  r e t u r n  


-Tota l  
Number o f  Returns 


Percent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  


Colorado Income ($000) 

Percent  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

D o l l a r  average p e r  r e t u r n  


ab F u l l - y e a r  and p a r t - y e a r  r e s i d e n t s  o n l y  
Colorado income i n c l u d e s  n e g a t i v e  a d j u s t e d  gross  income. Except f o r  fa rm income, d o l l a r  t o t a l s  shown f o r  each source o f  income ca tego ry  i s  

_ n e t  o f  n e q a t i v e  income; i .e. .  r e p o r t e d  p o s i t i v e  income l e s s  r e p o r t e d  l osses  
i 1 n c l  udes nef: d iv idends,  i n t e r e s t ,  r e n t s ,  r o y a l t y  and c a p i t a l  ga ins  income 

F u l l - y e a r  and p a r t - y e a r  r e s i d e n t s  r e s i d i n g  o u t  o f  s t a t e  

*Less than  0.05 p e r c e n t  


Note: T o t a l s  may n o t  equal  sum o f  t h e  i t ems  due t o  rounding. 





TABLE 25. COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX RE TURNS,^ 
CLASSIFIED BY MAJOR COUNTIES, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

Adjusted Gross 
lncome Classes 

Number 
o f  

Returns 

Denver 
Adjusted 

Gross Normal 
I n  come Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

Number 
of 

Returns 

Je f fe rson  
Adjusted 

Gross Normal 
Income Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

Number 
of 

Returns 

Arapahoe 
Adjusted 

Gross Normal
~ ~ 

Income Tax 

-

Federal. - . - . 

Tax 
- - 

A. To ta l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and ove r  

$ 914 
5,375 

22,290 
20,541 
57,895 
98,173 
64,108 
42,399 
57,467 

9,707 
7,380 

13,036 
10,334 
21,631 
31,375 
9,554 

786 
189 

$ 15,115 
28,170 
86,576 
93,896 

270,731 
602,971 
310,988 

50,191 
31,939 

$ 78 
339 

1,498 
1,566 
5,117 

14,915 
10,301 

1,922 
1,135 

Tota l  $369,162 103,992 $1,490,576 $36,870 

Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$1 5,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

9.3 
7.1 

12.5 
9.9 

20.8 
30.2 
9.2 

. 8  

1.o 
1.9 
5.8 
6.3 

18.2 
40.5 
20.9 

3.4 
2.1 

.2 

.9 
4.1 
4.2 

13.9 
40.5 
27.9 
5.2 
-3.1 

To ta l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Average d o l l a r  amount p e r  r e t u r n :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over  

$ 34 $ 1,557 $ 8 

To ta l  

Note: See foo tno tes  a t  end of  t ab le .  
To ta l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  the i tems due t o  rounding. 



TABLE 25. (CONTINUED) COLORADO STATE INDIVIDUAL INCOME 
CLASSIFIED BY MAJOR COUNTIES, 

FISCAL YEAR 1975 

TAX RE TURNS,^ 

Adjusted Gross 
Income Classes 

Number 
of 

Returns 

Adams 
Adjusted 

Gross 
Income 

Normal 
Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

Number 
of 

Returns 

Boulder 
Adjusted 

Gross Normal 
Income Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

Number 
o f  

Returns 

E l  Paso 
Adjusted 

Gross Normal 
Income Tax 

Federal 
Tax 

A. Tota l  d o l l a r  amounts i n  thousands: 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 156 8,550 
1,734 4,295 
5,109 7,687 
6,918 3,147 

22,702 11,283 
40,284 13,542 
11,576 3,897 
3,145 305 
1 433 L 109 

$13,093 
16,502 
49,867 
28,313 

140,115 
265,645 
121,257 
19,939 
17,876 

$ 70 
190 
827 
523 

2,663 
6,567 
3,934 

758 
64 0 

Tota l  $93,057 52,815 $672,608 $16,172 

B. Percentage d i s t r i b u t i o n :  

Am 
1 

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

.3 .2 16.2 1.9 .4 

Tota l  

C. Average d o l l a r  amount per re tu rn :  

under $3,000 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 
$50,000 t o  $100,000 

$100,000 and over 

$ 14 
235 
51 6 
872 

1,312 
2,445 
5,013 

17,971 
65,136 

$ 1,531 
3,842 
6,487 
8,997 

12,418 
19,616 
31,115 
65,374 

164,000 

$ 8 
44 

108 
166 
236 
485 

1,009 
2,485 
5,872 

Total $ 1,281 $ 12,735 $ 306 

Note: See footnotes a t  end o f  table. 
Tota ls  may n o t  equal sum of the i tems due t o  rounding. 
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TABLE 25. (CONCLUDED) COLORADO STATE WVIDUAL RETURNS,aINCOME TAX 
CLASS1 FIED BY MAJOR COUNTIES, 

FISCAL YEAR 19)s 

Rest o f  S ta te  Out o f  s ta teb  
Number Adjusted Number Adjus'ted 

Adjusted Gross of Gross Normal Federal of Gross Normal 
Income Classes Returns Income Tax Tax Returns I n c o k  Tax 

A. To ta l  do1 l a r  amounts I n  thousands: 

under $3,000 $ 786 2,483 $ 3.901 $ 29 
$3,000 t o  $5,000 4,902 1,704 7.318 
$5,000 t o  $8,000 14,184 14,073 2322,187 87 
$8,000 t o  $10,000 14,455 1,161 10,406 165 

$10,000 t o  $15,000 42,136 1,773 21,594 378 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 58,427 1,263 24,040 525 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 43,502 347 11,957 346 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 25,438 53 3.361 103 

$100,000 and over  22,257 24 -3$J 126 

To ta l  $226,087 10,995 $100,561 $1,991 

B. Percentage distribution : 
under $3,000 22.6 3.9 1.5 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 15.5 ).3 4.4 
S" $5,000 t o  $8,000 19.9 14.0 11.7 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 10.6 10.3 8.3 
$10,000 t o  $15,000 16.1 21.5 19.0 
$15,000 t o  $25,000 11.5 23.9 26.4 
$25,000 t o  $50,000 3.2 11.9 17.4 
$50,000 t o  $1 00,000 .5 3.3 5.1 

$100,000 and over  .2 & -6.3 
To ta l  100.0 100.0 100.0 

C. Average d o l l a r  amount pe r  I 

under $3,000 $ 25 $ 1.571 

$3,000 t o  $5,000 21 1 4.295 

$5,000 t o  $8,000 475 6 9435 

$8,000 t o  $10,000 863 8.963 


$10,000 t o  $15,000 1,292 12,179 

$15,000 t o  $25,000 2,467 19,034 

$25,000 t o  $50,000 5,710 34,458 

$50,000 t o  $100,000 15,324 63,415 


$100,000 and over  56,778 162,958 
Tota l  $ 1,356 $ 9.146 

; ful l  -year and pa r t - yea r  res iden ts  o n l y  

Fu l l - yea r  and pa r t - yea r  res iden ts  r e s i d i n g  o u t  o f  s t a t e  


Note: T o t a l s  may n o t  equal sum o f  the  i tems due t o  rounding. 

Tota l  

Federal 
Number 

of 
Adjusted 

Gross Normal Federal 
Tax Returns Income Tax Tax 



APPENDIX A 

JOB TITLES COMPRISING CSIOCCUPATIONAL CATEGORIES 

D.O.T. 
Codea 

1. Manageri a1 and Sel f-Employed 

Self-employed p r o p r i e t o r s  engaged i n  business 
Managers and o f f i  c i a1  s-- includes o f f i c e r s  o f  companies and 
o the r  key managerial p o s i t i o n s  i n  such areas as product ion, 
sales, budgeting, personnel, p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  and adver t i s ing .  

2. Professional  

Inc ludes such pro fess iona l  occupations as: 

Physicians 
Den t i s t s  
Lawyers 
Engineers 
Professors 

Teachers 
L i b r a r i a n s  
A r c h i t e c t s  
S c i e n t i s t s  
Registered Nurses 

D i e t i c i a n s  
Commercial a r t i s t s  
Designers 
Accountants 
Ai  r p l  ane p i  l o t s  

A1 so s a l a r i e d  managerial occupations n o t  inc luded i n  1 above. 

3. Sub-Professional a n d  C l e r i c a l  

Inc ludes such sub-professionals as draftsmen and k indred oc- 
cupations and techn ic ians  support ing pro fess iona l  personnel 
i n  the  f i e l d s  of engineering, science, medicine and hea l th .  

C l e r i c a l  category inc ludes secre tar ies ,  stenographers, t y p i s t s  
and o f f i c e  machine operators, o f f i c e  c l e r k s  and r e l a t e d  occu- 
pat ions,  product ion and stock c le rks ,  and o t h e r  c l e r i c a l  and 
k indred occupations n o t  c l a s s i f i e d  i n  the  above c l e r i c a l  occu-
pat ions.  201 -249 

4. Sales and Merchandising Occupations 

S e l l i n g  occupations inc lude a l l  occupations engaged i n  s e l l i n g  
commodi t i e s ,  investments, r e a l  e s t a t e  and serv ices.  250-294 

Merchandising occupations i n c l  ude occupations re1 a ted  t o  s e l -  
1 i n g  and merchandising b u t  n o t  i n v o l  v ing ac tua l  p a r t i  c i p a t i o n  
i n  sales t ransact ions ,  such as shoppers, demonstrators, models, 
d i s p i  aymen and window trimmers. 295-299 

5. Service Occupations 

Inc lude the f o l l o w i n g  types: 

Food and lodg ing  occupations 
Amusement, recreat ion ,  a r t s  and k ind red  occupations 
Personal serv ice  occupations 
Apparel and f u r n i  shings se rv i  ces 
P r o t e c t i  ve s e r v i  ces 



5. 	 Service Occupations (continued) 

Maintenance and Custodial Services 


M i  scel laneous Service Occupations 

6. Craftsmen, Mechanics and Operatives 
Include such occupations as: 
Motor vehicle mechanics 

Electrical and electronic equipment repai rmen 

Other repairmen and mechanics 


Fabrication and assembly of manufactured products 
Processing occupations 
Painting, decorating and related occupations 
Printing occupations 
Tool and die makers 
Other metal machining occupations 

A1 1 other machine trade occupations 

Mineral and oi l  extraction and logging occupations 
Construction and structural workers 
Transportation, motor truck, e tc .  

7. Sel f-Employed Farmers 

8. Mi 1 i tary Personnel 

9. Retired 

10. All Other 
Occupations not e l  sewhere cl assi fied, homemakers, hoosewf ves, 
students, unemployed and not reported. 

Wot included in non-agricul tural c iv i l  ian labor force. 

a ~ . ~ .Department of Labor, Dictionary of Occupational Titles, 1965. 



APPENDIX B 

DESCRIPTION AND LIMITATIONS OF STATISTICAL SAMPLE 

An impor tan t  element of the  Colorado S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Income Report was 

the sampling o f  the  1974 s t a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  income t a x  re tu rns  f i l e d  i n  1975. 

This  appendix describes the  sampling program and i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e -

l i a b i l i t y  o f  t he  sample. Income t a x  data as ex tens ive  as t h a t  requ i red  f o r  the 

CSI ana lys i s  cou ld  be obta ined o n l y  on a sample bas i s  i f  the data were t o  be 

reasonably c u r r e n t  and the  study completed w i t h i n  the  prescr ibed t ime l i m i t s .  

The sample was designed t o  achieve a h i g h  degree of sampling r e l i a b i l i t y  a t  

m i n i  mum cos t  . 

The Sample 

To meet t he  data needs of  t he  CSI study, a r e p l i c a t e d  s t r a t i f i e d  ran-

dom sample was cons t ruc ted  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  10 income s t r a t a  and 14 geographic r e -

gions. On the  bas is  o f  data supp l ied  from income t a x  r e t u r n s  f i l e d  i n  f i s c a l  

year  1974, i t  was est imated t h a t  t h e  requ i red  sample s i z e  would be approximately 

15,000 re tu rns .  I n  e f f e c t ,  the s e l e c t i o n  procedure requ i red  14 reg iona l  m in i -  

samples, each s t r a t i f i e d  on the  bas i s  o f  income. This  technique invo lved 140 

c e l l s ,  each w i t h  an i n d i v i d u a l  expansion f a c t o r .  The purpose o f  the  140 c e l l  

sample was t o  p rov ide  accurate and re1 i a b l e  data on t h e  bas i s  o f  the  13 s t a t e  

p lann ing  regions p l  us ou t -o f - s ta te  re turns .  

A major cons idera t ion  i n  designing the sample was t h e  need f o r  income 

and t a x  data on a "household" r a t h e r  than a " r e t u r n "  bas is .  No publ ished data 

s ince  CTPS (1972) a re  a v a i l a b l e  on a household bas is .  Reports b y  the  Revenue 

Department are on a r e t u r n  bas i s  because the  Colorado income t a x  does n o t  have 

a " s p l i t  income" p r o v i s i o n  f o r  mar r ied  taxpayers such as prov ided under the  

Federal income tax.  As a r e s u l t ,  more than 34 percent  o f  the  s t a t e  income t a x  

re tu rns  f i l e d  i n  1975 were "marr ied-separate" re tu rns ,  t h a t  i s ,  the  husband and 

w i f e  each f i l e d  a separate r e t u r n  on t h e  respect ive  shares o f  t h e i r  combined i n -  

come. For purposes o f  t h i s  study, t he  "married-separate" re tu rns  o f  a husband 

and w i fe  were merged and t r e a t e d  as a s i n g l e  r e t u r n  i n  o rde r  t o  p lace t h e  income 

and taxes o f  r e s i d e n t  households on a comparable basis.  As a r e s u l t  o f  t he  merg- 

i n g  of t h e  "marr ied-separate" re tu rns ,  t he  o r i g i n a l  sample was reduced from 17,705 

on a r e t u r n  bas is  t o  14,351 on a household basis .  



Table B-1 presents the  sample s i z e  and number o f  re tu rns  on a "merged" 

basis and a l s o  shows the  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e l i a b f l i t y  o f  ad jus ted gross4income and 

normal t a x  by income c lass.  For example, t he  safnplirtg e r r o r  a t  one standard de- 

v i a t i o n  on ad jus ted gross income f o r  the $10,000 t o  $15,000 income stratum was 

321100 o f  one percent.  This mans  t h a t  t he  chances are  95 o u t  of 100 t h a t  the  

sample value f o r  t o t a l  adjusted gross income f o r  t h i s  stratum, wh+ch was $2,256 

m i l l i o n ,  w i l l  n o t  d i f f e r  from the t r u e  value f o r  t h i s  i t e m  obtained f r o m  a com- 

p l e t e  census o f  a l l  r e tu rns  by more than 641100 of one percent  i n  e i t h e r  d i r e c -  

t i on .  Table 8-2 presents the  sample s ize,  number o f  merged returns,  and s t a t i s -  

t i c a l  re1 i a b i l  i t y  o f  ad jus ted gross income and normal t a x  by t h e  13 major p lan-  

n ing  regions p lus  out -o f -s ta te  re turns .  

Overal l  S a m p l i n g . R e l i a b i l i t y  

Another i n d i c a t i o n  o f  the  o v e r a l l  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  the  sample est imates 

i s  provided by comparing the adjusted gross income and normal tax  l i a b i l i t y  de- 

r i v e d  from the sample w i t h  publ ished Department of Revenue data. For example, 

the  CSI est imate on the sample bas is  f o r  t he  t o t a l  adjusted gross income c a m  

w i t h i n  141100 o f  one percent  o f  the amount repor ted  f o r  t h e  Department o f  Revenue, 

and the CSI est imate of t he  t o t a l  normai t a x  l i a b i l i t y  came w i t h i n  641100 o f  one 

percent  o f  the  Department of Revenue f i g u r e .  Moreover, i t  should be noted t h a t  

the s l i g h t  amounts by which the  sample est imates d i f f e r  from the  '~epartment  o f  

Revenue universe f i g u r e s  r e f l e c t s  the  fa& t h a t  the c o d t r o l  l e d  processing and 

ed i t?ng o f  the sample data e l im ina ted  corr$utational and tabu1 a t i n g  e r ro rs .  

Revenue Departnlent personnel t r a n s c r t b e 4  data f r o m  lin d h i  dual income tax  

re turns  t o  worksheets (a copy o f  the t r q v d c r i ' p t i ~ n  worksheet i s  attached) and 

a se r ies  o f  67 p n p r o g r a m d  computer dat'h t k c k s  were performed on each r e t u r n  

before  belng ackPted by  t h e  computer. 'IIi's be j i eved  t h a t  the q u d l i t y  o f  the 

,.suPvy data would n o t  have been i m p t d e d  i f  based on a cornplete cegsus o f  re turns .  

8 .. 



TABLE 8-1. STATISTICAL RELIABILITY OF THE COLORADO INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX SAMPLE 

BY ADJUSTED GROSS INCOME CLASSES 


Est imated Number and D o l l a r  Amounts on Merged Basis 

Adjusted Gross Income Normal Tax L i  ab i  1 it y  
Do1 1 a r  Sampling Do1 1 a r  S a m ~ li n s  

Adjusted Gross Number i n  Sample Number o f  Amount ~ r r o r- Amount ~ r r o r-
Income Classes Returns Merged Returns ($000) (Percent)  ($000) (Percent) 

under $3,000 


$3,000 t o  $5,000 


$5,000 t o  $8,000 


$8,000 t o  $10,000 


510,000 t o  $15,000 


51 5,000 t o  $25,000 


525,000 t o  $50,000 


$50,000 t o  $100,000 


$1 00,000 and over  

W 



TABLE B-2. 


Major Planning Regions 

1--South P l a t t e  Val ley 

2--Northem Front Range 

3--Denver Metropol itan 

4--Pikes Peak 

5--High Plains 

6--Lower Arkansas Val l e y  

7--Spanish Peaks 

8--San Luis Val ley 

9--San Juan Basin 

1 0- -Bl a ck Canyon 

11 --Plateau 

12--Northern Mountain 

13--Upper Arkansas Val ley 

14--Out o f  State 

Total 

STATIST1 CAL RELIABILITY OF THE COLORADO INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAX SAMPLE 
BY MAJOR PLANNING REGIONS 

Estimated Number and Do l l a r  Amounts on Merged Basis 

Adjusted Gross Income Normal Tax L i ab i  1 it y  
Do11ar  Sampling Do1 1 a r  Sampling 

Number i n  Sample Number of Amount E r ro r  Amount Er ro r  
Returns Merged Returns ($000) (Percent) ($000) (Percent) 

17,705 14,351 1,009,037 $10,758,385 .35 $254,413 .34 



INCOME TAX STUDY -TRANSCRIPTION WORKSHEET- 1974 RETURNS 

Date 

Transcriber's lnit~als 

Ver~lier's Initials 

A. Bnsic Inlormalion 

1 Clly Name - 
2 School D~s t r~c t  Num* 

3. Occupation: 
Taxpayor (Line 21 
Spouse (Line 4) 

4 Fillng Stalus (Line 5) 

5. Resident Code (Lines 7.8. 9) 
6. Exemptions: 

a\ Normal Exenrolion . ~ 

(Lines 1 1  1 13 1 14) 
b) Food Tax Credit Exemption 

(Line 15) -- 
c) Old Age Exemption (Lme 16) 
0 

d) Blind Exemplion (Line 16) 
c) Monlally Retarded Exemp 

(Line 171 . , 
I) Tolal Exemption lor N/Tax 

(Line 18) 

7. Type o l  Return (Lme 20) 

H Nel Normal Tax (Line 22) 

! I  Form AS-3 Nel l a x  Credlt m 
l o  Surtax (L~ne 23) 
1 t 011 and Gas Tax 

.a) Belore Ad Valorem Tax Credlt 
(Form IWG) 

b) Alter Ad Valorem Tdx Cred~l  
- 

(Line 24) 

I7  Tolal Tax Llobll~ly (Llne 25) 

I I f mrl Tax Crud11 (Llno 29) - 
14 P~opcrty Tax Cred~t (Llne 30) 

Is. Sources ol  Income. 
n )  wages and ~ u ~ a r ~ e s  ( ~ i n e  37) r-1 
b) Wage Deductions 

(Linas 40 1 51 1 52) m 
c:) Nel Wages Illem a-bl 

d l  Dividends (Lme 38) 
e) Interest (Lines 39 1 56 81) 

I )  Rents and Royalt~es (Line 43) 
g) Business Income 

lLlnae 41) 1 44 1 4fil m \ - . . . -- . - , . . , . - , 

h) S.E. Rel~re Plan (Line 53) 

i) Net Businoss Inconlo Illem q-hl 

1) capital Gncns (Llne 41) 
k)  Farm Income (Ltne 47) 
I) Penslon Income: 

1) Reporlod Federal (Line 42) 7 1 
2) Colorndo Exemphon 

(Line 631 

31 Colo. ~ e n s ~ o n  lncome 
n 

Illem 1-21 

m) Misc. Inc. 
ILines (45 1 48 1 57 1 58) 
I62 1 13 I 65)l 

n)  Colorado AGI (Llno 67) 
-. 

0) Federal Ad1 (Lino 66-59) 

p) Fodernl AGt (Line 55) 

Sequence Number 
Incane Stratum 
k g 1  on 
Cou l  t y  
Va l ldat lon Nuher  

B. Itemized Oeducl~ons 

1. Net Medical Expense (Line 68) 

a 2. Real Estate Tax (Line 70) 
3. Gas Tax (Llr~c 71) 
4 Geveral Sales Tax (Line 72) 

5. Personal Property Tax (Lme 73) 

6 lnleresl Expense (Llne 74) 
7 Contr~bul~ons (Lme 75) 

8 Casualty Losses (Lme 76) 

9 Other Deduct~ons (Lme 77) 
10 Total llemized (Lme 80) 

I t NOTE For M/S. Aml Allocaled 
(Line 81) 

C Compul.~t~on ol  Federal Tax Dedu~l lon 

1 Tolal Federal Tax (Ltne 83) -- 
2 Amounl Allnr.ated lo Taxpayvr 

(Linr 84) 
3 Amount Allocnleel to Spo~rsc? 

(Llne 85) 

D Tax C o m p u l a l ~ ~ T E Y l Z E D  Relurns 

1. AGI (Lme 8f4 

2. Allocated Ilemlzed Deductions 
(I ina A71 . - . . . - - . , 

3. Federal Tax Deductton (Line 89) 
4. Value of Exompl~ons (Line 90) 

5. Net Taxable Income (Line 92) 
6. Normal Tax Liability (Line 93) 

E. TarComputal~on lor STANDARD Returns 

1 AGl (Lme 86) 

7 Standard Deduct~on (Lane 88) 

3 Federal Tax Dcduct~on (Llne 89) 
4 Value ol  Exemphons (Lme 90) 
5 Nel Taxable lncomo (Llne 92) 

6 Normdl Tax L ~ a b ~ l ~ t y  (Llne 93) 

F. Tax Comoutal~on lor TABLE Ralurns 

I. AGI ILine fi7l . - .  
2. Tax Table AGI (Mldpoinl) 

3. Standard D ~ d u c l ~ o n  
4. Federal Tax Oeduclion 
5 Value ol  Exemplions 
8. Net Taxable Income! 

Jltem 2 (3 1 4 1 5 )  1 
7 Normal Tax I.~ablllly 




