
Report t o  the Colorado (ieneral assembly^ 

Compensation of District. Attorneys 

and' 


Assistant and Deputy District Attorneys 


COLORADO LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 


RESEARCH PUBLICATION NO. 152 


November, 1970 




LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

OF THE 

COLORADO GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

Represen ta t ives  S e n a t o r s  

C. P. (DOC) Lamb, Fay DeBerard, 
Chairman Vice Chairman 

Joe  Ca lab rese  John Bermingham 
John Fuhr Frank Kemp 
C a r l  Gustafson Vincent Massar i  
Ben Kle in  Ruth S tockton  
Clarence  Quin lan  Mark Hogan, 
John Vanderhoof , Lt. Governor 

Speaker  

The L e g i s l a t i v e  Counci l ,  which i s  composed o f  f i v e  
S e n a t o r s ,  s i x  Represen ta t ives ,  and t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r s  
of t h e  two houses,  s e r v e s  a s  a  con t inu ing  r e s e a r c h  agency 
f o r  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  through t h e  maintenance of  a t r a i n e d  
s t a f f .  Between s e s s i o n s ,  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  concen- 
t r a t e d  on t h e  s tudy  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  broad problems fo rma l ly  
proposed by l e g i s l a t o r s ,  and t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  and d i s t r i -  
b u t i o n  o f  f a c t u a l  r e p o r t s  t o  a i d  i n  t h e i r  s o l u t i o n .  

During t h e  s e s s i o n s ,  t h e  emphasis i s  on supply ing  
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  on i n d i v i d u a l  r e q u e s t ,  w i t h  pe r sona l  memo- 
randa,  providing them w i t h  informat ion  needed t o  handle  
t h e i r  own l e g i s l a t i v e  problems. Repor ts  and memoranda 
b o t h  g i v e  p e r t i n e n t  d a t a  i n  t h e  form o f  f a c t s ,  f i g u r e s ,  
arguments, and a l t e r n a t i v e s .  
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Your committee appointed to  study s a l a r i e s  
of district at torneys  and t h e i r  assistants and 
deput ies  submits the  accompanying report ,  contain-
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FOREWORD 

Senate J o i n t  Resolut ion No. 37, 1970 regu la r  sess ion ,  
d i r e c t e d  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Council t o  s tudy s a l a r i e s  of d i s t r i c t  
a t to rneys  and t h e i r  a s s i s t a n t s  and deput ies .  The membership of  
t h e  committee appointed t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  assignment cons is ted  
of :  

Representat ive Ronald S t r a h l e ,  Representat ive John C a r r o l l  
Chairman Representat ive Bet ty  Ann 

Representat ive Ben Klein,  D ittemore 
Vice Chairman Representat ive Earl Johnson 

Senator  Clarence Decker Representat ive Harold Koster 
Senator  Wayne Denny Representat ive Hiram McNeil 
Senator  Harry Locke Representat ive Ed Newrnan 
Senator  Vincent Massari Representat ive Hubert Saf ran 
Senator  Joe Shoemaker 
Senator  John Wogan 

Valuable a s s i s t a n c e  was given t o  t h e  Committee by M r .  
Vince Hogan of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Draf t ing Off ice .  M r .  Richard 
Levengood, Senior  Analyst f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Council,  had p r i -
mary r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the s t a f f  work and t h e  prepara t ion  of 
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  wi th  t h e  a i d  of M r .  Richard Capra and M r .  Dennis 
Jakubowski, research  a s s i s t a n t s .  

November 20, 1970 Lyle C. Kyle 
Direc tor  
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SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE 

RECOMMENDATIONS 


For t h e  convenience of t h e  members of  t h e  Forty-eighth 
General Assembly, given below i s  a summary of t h e  recommendations 
contained i n  t h e  accompanying repor t  of  t h e  Committee on D i s t r i c t  
Attorneys t o  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  sess ion  of t h e  General Assembly 
pursuant t o  S. J . R .  No. 37 (1970 s e s s i o n ) .  

I n  most ca ses ,  t h e  page of  t h e  Report, i n  which a speci-
f i c  recommendation is d i s c u s s e d  o r  more information is suppl ied,
i s  given i n  t h e  summary. A bill fol lows t h i s  summary and em-
bodies  t h e  Committee recommendations. 

(1) Full-t ime D i s t r i c t  Attorneys. The Committee recom-
mends t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  January,  1973, a l l  22 Colorado d i s t r i c t  a t -  
to rneys  serve  on a f u l l - t i m e b a s i s - a n d  not  be permitted t o  en-
gage i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of  law, nor  rece ive  any income from 
any l e g a l  firm. ( s e e  pp. 6-11.) 

Under present  law, only d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  i n  j u d i c i a l  d i s -
t r i c t s  over  74,000 a r e  requi red  t o  serve  fu l l - t ime ;  according t o  
t h e  1960 census, t h e r e  a r e  seven such d i s t r i c t s .  However, based 
on the 1970 preliminary population e s t i m a t e s  of  t h e  U. S. Bureau 
of Census, two o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  have gained enough population 
s i n c e  1960 t o  r equ i re  f u l l - t i m e  d i s t r i c t  a t torneys .  Thus, by
1971, nine of t h e  22 j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  have fu l l - t ime  dis-
t r i c t  a t torneys .  

The Committee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  Colorado has reached t h e  po in t  
i n  time when it i s  no longer  f e a s i b l e  t o  opera te  wi th  a part-t ime
d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  system. The Committee no tes  t h a t  a l l  d i s t r i c t  
judges and many county judges a r e  now fu l l - t ime  and t h e  s t a t e  h a s  
implemented a fu l l - t ime  publ ic  defender system. These develop- 
ments were intended t o  improve t h e  j u d i c i a l  system i n  Colorado. 
The Committee b e l i e v e s  i t s  recommendations a r e  i n  accordance wi th  
t h e s e  efforts; a fu l l - t ime  district a t to rney  system would do much 
t o  improve t h e  s t a t e ' s  p rosecu to r i a l  systern. 

S a l a r i e s  would be s t a t e d  a s  f i x e d  amounts, according t o  
t h e  schedule below. The number of d i s t r i c t s  a f f e c t e d  i s  also 
given. a able I V ,  pages 19-22, of this Report conta ins  a break-
down of  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d i s t r i c t s  and coun t i e s  a f fec ted . )  
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1973 
Recom-
mended 

No. of Sa lary  
D i s t r i c t  Population D i s t .  ~ e v e l - 1970 Salary Level 

Over 400,000 1 $26,000 $18,000 

50,000 t o  400,000 10 23,500 18,000 over  74,000) 
10,000 I50,000 t o  74,000) 

Under 50,000 21,000 7,500 25,000 t o  50 000) 
6,000 Iunder 25,000j 

(2)  Fu l l - t ine  Ass i s t an t ,  Chief Deputy, and Deputy D i s t r i c t  
Attorneys. Generally speaking, t h e  Committee be l i eves  t h a t  t h e  
system of part-t ime a s s i s t a n t s  and depu t i e s  should be abolished i n  
the  i n t e r e s t  of a t t r a c t i n g  and re tu rn ing  more a t to rneys  t o  t h e  
f i e l d  of p u b l i c  prosecution.  (see  pages 11-12.) 

(3) Part-t ime Ass is tan t  and Deputy D i s t r i c t  Attorneys. 
However, it i s  recognized t h a t  par t - t ime  s t a f f  members could ade- 
quate ly  handle the  workload i n  most d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  smal le r  popu- 
l a t i o n s  i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  of such 
d i s t r i c t s  would be fu l l - t ime .  Therefore,  t h e  Committee recom- 
mends t h a t  d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys ,  i n  d i s t r i c t s  under 50,000, a f f e c t -
i n g  eleven d i s t r i c t s ,  be authorized t o  appoint a  part-t ime As-
s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  Attorney t o  serve on a  d i s t r i c t -wide  bas i s .  The 
Committee a l so  recommends t h a t  i n  d i s t r i c t s  composed i n  p a r t  of 
coun t i e s  of l e s s  than 25,000 population,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Attorney be 
authorized t o  appoint part-time depu t i e s  t o  serve i n  those  coun-
t i e s .  Such part-t ime deput ies ,  it i s  recommended, would cont inue 
t o  be paid by t h e  county o r  count ies  f o r  which they  render  legal
serv ices .  Deputies and a s s i s t a n t s ,  whether  part-t ime o r  full-
time, serving on a d i s t r i c t -wide  b a s i s  would be pa id  by t h e  coun-
t i e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n  proportion t o  t h e i r  r e spec t ive  popula- 
t i ons .  

( 4 )  Chief Deputy D i s t r i c t  Attorney. It i s  recommended 
t h a t  t h e  Chief Deputy D i s t r i c t  Attorney, a s  i s  now t h e  case  w i t h  
an Ass i s t an t  ~ i s t r i c t  Attorney, be designated a s  a d i s t r i c t -wide  
o f f i c e r  and be paid by a l l  t h e  coun t i e s  i n  a j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  
according t o  t h e i r  r e spec t ive  populations.  A Chief Deputy, by 
s t a t u t e ,  i s  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Attorney i n  t h e  t r i a l  of  cri-
minal cases  i n  d i s t r i c t  court .  ( s e e  pages 13-14.) 

However, t h e  Committee recommends t h a t  no provis ion be re-
t a ined  t o  au thor ize  t h e  appointment of a part-t ime Chief Deputy. 
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(5) S a l a r v  Schedules f o r  Full-t ime and Part-time Assist-
an t .  Chief Deputy. and Deputy D l s t r i c t  Attorneys. The s a l a r y  
schedules  recommended for a s s i s t a n t s  and depu t i e s  i s  l i s t e d  below 
and e x i s t i n g  maximum s a l a r i e s  a r e  included i n  parenthes is .  

Maximum F u l l - Maximum Par t -  
time Sa la ry  time Sa la ry  

Ass i s t an t  

Chief Deputy $19,000 ($15,000) --- ($7,000) 

Deputy $18,000 ($14,000) $10,000 $7,000, $5,200, 
184,000 

he s p e c i f i c  d i s t r i c t s  and coun t i e s  a f f e c t e d  by Committee 
recommendations (2), ( 3 ) ,  (4),  and (5)  a r e  shown i n  Table IV, 
pages 19-22. ) 

( 6 )  Maximum Salaries -- Approved by County Commissioners. 
The Committee recommends t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Attorney should ap-
poin t  such deput ies  a s  he cons iders  necessary,  sub jec t  t o  t h e  ap-
proval  of t h e  county commissioners. 

The maximum s a l a r i e s  of depu t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s ,  it i s  
recommendedtshould be approved by the  county commissioners. As 
i n  p resen t  law, a D i s t r i c t  Attorney could appoint an Ass i s t an t  
D i s t r i c t  Attorney without  p r i o r  approval;  bu t ,  d i f f e r i n g  f r o m  
p resen t  law, t h e  A s s i s t a n t ' s  maximum s a l a r y  would have t o  be ap-
proved. 

Maximum s a l a r y  amounts were recommended for a s s i s t a n t s  
and depu t i e s  t o  g i v e  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Attorney some f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  
determining, f o r  example, what salary an experienced deputy 
should rece ive  versus  a non-experienced deputy. It a l s o  would 
continue t o  g ive  county commissioners a voice  i n  determining the  
amount they  wished t o  pay a s s i s t a n t s  and deput ies .  

( 7 )  S t a t e  and County Fundinq (see Paqes 14-16). It i s  
recommended t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  new sa lary  schedules 
f o r  a s s i s t a n t s  and depu t i e s  be J u l y  1, 1971. The Committee be-
lieves i t  is incumbent t h a t  t h e  new schedules become e f f e c t i v e  
a s  e a r l y  a s  poss ib le  t o  help r e t a i n  depu t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  i n  
t h e  f i e l d  of  publ ic  prosecution.  The new s a l a r y  schedule f o r  
d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys ,  however, cannot become effective u n t i l .  Janu-
ary, 1973, due t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  on increas ing  an 
e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r ' s  compensation during h i s  t e n  of o f f i c e .  

The Committee recommends t h a t  t h e  s t a te  pay the e n t i r e  
salary of a l l  22 d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e  s. ( p r e s e n t l y ,  t h e  amount 
contributed by the s t a t e  i s  $1,208 p e r  yea r  p e r  D i s t r i c t  Attorney, 



o r  $26,400 annual ly .  ) The Committee a l s o  recommends t h a t  t h e  
c o u n t i e s  cont inue(  t o  pay t h e  s a l a r i e s  of d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s .  
I n  view of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  new schedules  f o r  d e p u t i e s  and as-
s i s t a n t s ,  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 1971, may r e p r e s e n t  an a d d i t i o n a l  
burden on l o c a l  f i n a n c i a l  r e sou rces ,  t h e  Committee recommends 
t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  a l s o  commence paying t h e  e n t i r e  c o s t  of d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s '  s a l a r i e s  on J u l y  1, 1971. 

S ince  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s '  s a l a r i e s  a r e  s t a t e d  a s  f i x e d  
amounts, t h e  f i s c a l  impact  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  can be r e a d i l y  c a l c u l a t -
ed. Conversely,  t h e  s a l a r i e s  f o r  d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  a r e  
recommended t o  be s e t  w i t h i n  statutory maximum amounts; hence, 
t h e  t o t a l  impact on county  budgets  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  Committee's 
recommendations cannot  be  determined,  excep t  t h a t  some sav ings  
w i l l  occur  when t h e  s t a t e  commences paying  t h e  e n t i r e  s a l a r y  of 
a l l  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  a f t e r  J u l y  1, 1971. The fo l lowing  t a b l e  
g i v e s  t h e  a m ~ u n t  of money t h e  state w i l l  have t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  each 
f i s c a l  y e a r  dur ing the f i v e  and one-half  y e a r s  t h e  Committee's 
recommendations on d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s t  s a l a r i e s  would be i n  e f -  
f e c t ,  J u l y ,  1971 t o  January ,  1977: 

S t a t e  Appropr ia t ion P e r  F i s c a l  Year D u r i n q  

L i fe  of  B i l l ,  J u l y ,  1971 t o  January,  1977 


F i s c a l  Year Appropr ia t ion 

1976 ( ~ u l y - ~ e c . )  240- 500 

Total Appropr ia t ions  $2,307,250 


(8) Bond Requirements -- R e s t r i c t i o n s  on P r i v a t e  Prac- 
t i c e  of Law. The Committee recommends t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  Attorney 
i n  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  be au tho r i zed  t o  determine which of  h i s  s t a f f  
members should c a r r y  bonds. A t  p r e s e n t ,  d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  
a re  r e q u i r e d  by law t o  carry bonds, even though they  may never  
handle  money. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p r o h i b i t i n g  f u l l - t i m e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  
a s s i s t a n t s ,  and d e p u t i e s  from p r a c t i c i n g  law and r e c e i v i n g  i n -
come from p r i v a t e  l e g a l  firms, t h e  Committee a l s o  recommends t h a t  
a l l  s a l a r i e d  members of  a D i s t r i c t  A t to rney ' s  o f f i c e  be p r o h i b i t -  
ed from defending any person i n  any j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  
s t a t e .  These recommendations are  in tended  t o  avoid  p o s s i b l e  con-
f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  s i t u a t i o n s  and a r e  i n t ended  t o  complement t h e  
f u l l - t i m e  D i s t r i c t  At to rney  concept  be ing  recommended. 
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A BILL FOR AN ACT 

1 CONCERNING DISTRICT ATTORNEYS, AND DEPUTY AND ASSISTANT DISTRICT 

2 ATTORNEYS. 

3 --Be it enacted b~ t h e  General Assembly of t h e  S t a t e  of Colo-

4 rado: 

5 SECTION 1. 45-1-1, Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s  1963, i s  

6 amended t o  read: 

7 45-1-1. Bond and o a t h  of d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  and staff. ( 1 )  

8 Every d i s t r i c t  a t to rney ,  before  en te r ing  upon t h e  d u t i e s  of his 

9 o f f i c e ,  s h a l l  take and subscr ibe  an o a t h  t o  support  t h e  cons t i -  

10 t u t i o n  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  and the  organic  law o f  t h e  s t a t e ;  

11 and t h a t  he w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  discharge t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e ;  

12 and s h a l l  execute t o  t h e  people of t h e  s t a t e  of  Colorado a bond 

13 i n  t h e  sum of f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s ,  wi th  a good and s u f f i c i e n t  

14 s e c u r i t y ,  t o  be approved by t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ,  condi t ioned 

15 f o r  t h e  f a i t h f u l  d ischarge  of t h e  d u t i e s  of h i s  o f f i c e ,  as t h e  

16 same a r e  o r  may be prescribed by law; and upon any breach of  

17 such bond, an a c t i o n  shall l i e  thereon f o r  t h e  benefit of any 

18 county fund o r  person i n j u r e d  thereby. 

19 (2)  AS THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY MAY DIRECT, THE ASSISTANT 

20 AND DEPUTY DISTRICT ATTORNEYS AND OTHER EMPLOYEES APPOINTED PUR-

21 SUANT TO THIS CHAPTER MAY BE REQUIRED TO FILE WITH THE SECRETARY 
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OF STATE THE BOND REQUIRED BY LAW TO BE FILED BY DISTRICT ATTOR-

NEYS 

SECTION 2. 45-2-1, Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s  1963 (1967 

Supp.), i s  REPEALED AND REENACTED, WITH AMENDMENTS, t o  read: 

45-2-1. Compensation of d i s t r i c t  a t torneys .  (1) I n  every 

j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  having a population i n  excess  of  four hundred 

thousand persons, according t o  the latest federal census,  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  s h a l l  receive a s  compensation f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  

the sum of twenty-six thousand d o l l a r s  p e r  annum. 

(2) I n  every j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  having a population i n  ex-

cess  of fifty thousand b u t  not exceeding four hundred thousand, 

according t o  t h e  l a t e s t  f e d e r a l  census,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  

s h a l l  rece ive  a s  compensation for his s e r v i c e s  t h e  sum of twenty-

three thousand five hundred dollars p e r  annum. 

( 3 )  I n  every j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  having a population not  

exceeding f i f t y  thousand, according t o  t h e  l a t e s t  f e d e r a l  census,  

the d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  s h a l l  rece ive  a s  compensation for h i s  ser-

v i c e s  t h e  sum of  twenty-one thousand d o l l a r s  pe r  annum. 

(4 )  A d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  s h a l l  no t  engage i n  the p r i v a t e  

p r a c t i c e  of law,  nor  s h a l l  he rece ive  any income from any pr ivate  

law firm, 

(5) The changes i n  s a l a r i e s  and i n  time devoted t o  offici-

a l  d u t i e s  authorized by t h i s  sec t ion  for d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  shall 

become ef fec t ive  on t h e  second Tuesday i n  January, 1973. 

SECTION 3. A r t i c l e  2 of chap te r  45, Colorado Revised Stat -

u t e s  1963, a s  amended, i s  amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SEC-

TION to read: 

45-2-9. Salaries pa id  from state and county funds.  (1) 
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A f t e r  J u l y  1, 1971, t h e  s a l a r i e s  of d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  of t h e  

s e v e r a l  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  of t h e  s t a t e  a s  provided i n  s e c t i o n  

45-2-1 s h a l l  be paid i n  twelve equal monthly i n s t a l l m e n t s  from 

s t a t e  funds. 

(2) The salaries o f  deputy, chief  deputy, and a s s i s t a n t  

d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  s h a l l  be paid o u t  of t h e  genera l  funds of  the 

coun t i e s  comprising s a i d  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  a s  provided by sec-

t i o n s  45-3-3 (2)  and 45-3-8 (3). 

SECTION 4. 45-3-1, Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s  (1967 Supp. ) , 
i s  amended t o  read: 

45-3-1. Deputies - ch ie f  depu t i e s  - s t a f f .  (1) The d i s -

t r i c t  a t to rney  in every j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  i s  authorized t o  ap-

po in t  such deputy d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  a s  he deems necessary t o  

proper ly  discharge the duties of his o f f i c e ,  sub jec t  t o  t h e  ap-

proval  of  t h e  board of  county commissioners of the county o r  t h e  

c i t y  counci l  of a c i t y  and county a f f e c t e d ,  and such depu t i e s  

s h a l l  hold t h e i r  o f f i c e s  during t h e  p leasure  of such d i s t r i c t  a t -

torney. 

(2) The d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  i n  every j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  kav-

~~g-a-gegu~a~&e~-b~-ereees-ef-eeve~%ry-~eblr-~keblsa~d~-a66e~d6ng 


Be-hke-~ahes*-Eedera&-6e~e~s~
may des igna te  and a p p o i n t  a ch ie f  

deputy  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney ,  who s h a l l  be an attorney a t  law admit-

t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  wi th in  t h i s  s t a t e ,  t o  assist him i n  the trial of 

c r imina l  cases  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  court .  A chief deputy d i s t r i c t  

a t t o r n e y  s h a l l  hold office a t  the pleasure of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t -

torney. 

(3) Before such deputy d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  o r  chief deputy 

d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  e n t e r  upon t h e  d u t i e s  of t h e i r  o f f i c e ,  they  



shall f i l e  with t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of  s t a t e  t h e  bend-and oath of of-

f i c e  required by law t o  be f i l e d  by d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  AND MAY 

BE REQUIRED, AS THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY SHALL DIRECT, TO FILE A 

LIKE BOND AS THAT REQUIRED TO BE FILED BY DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. 

(4 )  The d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  s h a l l  provide t h a t  any member of  

his staff be assigned r e g u l a r  d u t i e s  o r  duty hours i n  acco~dance  

wi th  t h e  schedule of  compensation paid such s t a f f  member. 

SECTION 5. 45-3-3, Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s  1963 (1967 

Supp. ), is REPEALED AND REENACTED, WITH AMENDMENTS, t o  read: 

45-3-3. Compensation of depu t i e s  and chief  deput ies .  ( 1 )  

( a )  I n  every j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  depu t i e s  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r -  

ney s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  rece ive  a s  compensation f o r  se rv ices  

rendered by them, a s  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  may d i r e c t ,  a sum not  

t o  exceed t h e  maximums a s  h e r e i n a f t e r  provided, sub jec t  t o  t he  

approval of  the  county commissioners of t h e  county o r  c i t y  coun- 

c i l  of t h e  c i t y  and county af fec ted .  

( b )  F u l l  time depu t i e s  o f  every j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  shall 

r ece ive  a s  compensation f o r  se rv ices  rendered by them a sum not  

t o  exceed eighteen thousand d o l l a r s  pe r  annum; but t h e  full time 

ch ie f  deputy, appointed pursuant t o  s e c t i o n  45-3-1 (2), s h a l l  be 

e n t i t l e d  t o  rece ive  a s  compensation for h i s  s e r v i c e s  a sum not t o  

exceed nineteen thousand d o l l a r s  pe r  annum. Such full time 

ch ie f  deputy and deputy d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  s h a l l  n o t  engage i n  

t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of law, nor r ece ive  any income from any 

p r i v a t e  law firm. 

( c )  The d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  in every j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  

i s  composed i n  p a r t  o f  a county o r  c o u n t i e i  o f  l e s s  than twenty- 

f i v e  thousand populat ion s h a l l  be au thor ized  t o  appoint one o r  -



more p a r t . time depu t i e s  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  d u t i e s  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t -  

t o rney  which may a r i s e  i n  such county o r  count ies .  Such p a r t  

t ime depu t i e s  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  r ece ive  a s  compensation for 

s e r v i c e s  rendered a sum not  t o  exceed t e n  thousand d o l l a r s  pe r  

annum, and may engage i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law. 

(2) The s a l a r i e s  spec i f i ed  i n  subsect ion (1)of t h i s  sec-  

t i o n  s h a l l  be paid i n  twelve equal monthly i n s t a l l m e n t s  and s h a l l  

be paid out  of t h e  o rd ina ry  revenues of the county o r  c i t y  and 

county a f fec ted ;  except t h a t  i n  t h e  case  of the s a l a r i e s  speci-  

fied f o r  deput ies  serv ing  i n  more than one county, each county 

comprising such j u d i c i a l  d , i s t r i c t  s h a l l  pay such deputy's  s a l a r y  

i n  proport ion a s  the population of such county bears t o  t h e  

whole population of such j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  

( 3 )  Changes i n  s a l a r i e s  and i n  time devoted t o  o f f i c i a l  

d u t i e s  authorized i n  t h i s  sec t ion  for ch ie f  deputy and deputy 

d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  shall t a k e  e f f e c t  J u l y  1, 1971. 

SECTION 6. 45-3-8, Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s  1963 (1967 

Supp.) ,  is REPEALED AND REENACTED, WITH AMENDMENTS, t o  read: 

4 5 - 3 4  Ass i s t an t  d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys .  (1) ( a )  I n  every 

j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  i s  authorized t o  appoint  

an a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  who s h a l l  be an a t to rney  a t  law 

admitted t o  p r a c t i c e  wi th in  t h i s  s t a t e ,  and who s h a l l  a c t u a l l y  

.have ' p r ac t i ced  law i n  the c o u r t s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  not  less than two 

years. Such a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  

r ece ive  a s  compensation f o r  s e r v i c e s  rendered by him, as the dis-

, t r i c t  a t to rney  may d i r e c t ,  a sum no t  t o  exceed the maximums as  

h e r e i n a f t e r  provided, s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  'approval of t h e  county com-

miss ioners  of t h e  county o r  c i t y  counc i l  of t h e  c i t y  and county 

affected. 
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(b) A full time a s s i s t a n t  i n  a j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  s h a l l  re-

ceive a s  compensation for  services rendered by him a sum not to  

exceed twenty thousand dollars per annum. 

( c )  The d i s t r i c t  a t torney  i n  every j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  hav-

ing a population not  exceeding fifty thousand may appoint one 

part  time a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  attorney, who s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  t o  

receive a s  compensation f o r  services rendered a sum not  t o  exceed 

twelve thousand dol lars  p e r  annum. Such part  time a s s i s t a n t  may 

engage in the p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of law. 

(2) Every such a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  attorney,  before enter-

ing  upon the d u t i e s  of of f i ce ,  s h a l l  f i l e  w i t h  t h e  secretary of 

state t h e  oath o f  office required by law t o  be f i l e d  by d i s t r i c t  

attorneys, and s h a l l  hold  o f f i c e  a t  the  pleasure of  the  d i s t r i c t  

attorney by whom he i s  appointed. Such a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  at-

torney before e n t e r i n g  upon t h e  duties of o f f i c e ,  may be required, 

as the  d i s t r i c t  attorney may direct, t o  file l i k e  bond a s  t h a t  

required t o  be f i l e d  by d i s t r i c t  attorneys. 

(3 )  The s a l a r i e s  authorized by s u b s e c t i o n  (1 )  of this see-

t i o n  shall be paid monthly and s h a l l  be paid  by the  count i e s  com-

pr i s ing  such judicial d i s t r i c t  out o f  the ordinary revenues of 

such counties. Every county shall pay i n  proportion a s  the popu-

l a t i o n  of such county bears to the whole population o f  such judi-

cial d i s t r i c t ,  according to the l a t e s t  federal census.  

(4)  A l l  changes in s a l a r i e s  and in time devoted to o f f i c i -

a l  duties authorized i n  this s e c t i o n  for assistant d i s t r i c t  at-

torneys s h a l l  take effect July 1, 1971. 

SECTION 7. 45-3-14, Colorado ~evisedS t a t u t e s  1963, i s  

amended to read: 
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45-3-14. Prohibi t ion of p rac t i ce  of l a w  - associa tes  -
members of d i s t r i c t  a t t o rney ' s  staff. (1) No attorney-at-law 

pract ic ing law i n  t he  s t a t e  of Colorado who i s  a member of  a p r i -
*I 

vate  law f i r m  wi th  which a d i s t r i c t  a t torney,  a s s i s t a n t  district 

'attorney, o r  deputy d i s t r i c t  attorney i s  associated may defend 

any person o r  persons who are  being prosecuted by a s a l a r i ed  

s t a f f  member of the  o f f i c e  of s a i d . d i s t r i c t  a t torney;  NOR MAY ANY 

SUCH SALARIED STAFF MEMBER DEFEND ANY PERSON OR PERSONS WHO ARE 

BEING PROSECUTED IN ANY JUDICIAL DISTRICT IN THE STATE OF COLO-

RADO. 

SECTION 8. Repeals. (1) 45-2-3, 45-2-6, and 45 -34 ,  

Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s  1963, are  repealed. 

13 SECTION 9. Effect ive  date. T h i s  a c t  s h a l l  take e f f e c t  

14 a July 1, 1971. 

15 : SECTION 10. Safe ty  clause. The general assembly hereby 

16 f inds ,  determines, and declares  t h a t  t h i s  a c t  i s  necessary f o r  

17 t h e  immediate preservation of t h e  p u b l i c  peace, heal th ,  and 

18 safe ty .  

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
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COMMITTEE F I N D I N G S  AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

By a c t i o n  of  t h e  second r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  of t h e  For ty-  
seven th  General  Assembly, t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Council  was d i r e c t e d  
t o  appo in t  a  committee t o  s tudy  s a l a r i e s  of d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  
and t h e i r  a s s i s t a n t s  and depu t i e s .  The Counci l  was d i r e c t e d  
under  S-J .R .  No. 37, t o  r e p o r t  i t s  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations 
t o  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  of  t h e  For ty -e igh th  General  Assem- 
b l y  on: 

A l l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  s a l a r y  schedules  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s  and t h e i r  d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s ;  t h e  
method of  payment o f  s a l a r i e s  f o r  this o f f i c e ;  t h e  
case load  of  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  i n  a l l  d i s t r i c t s ;  
t h e  geographica l  and popula t ion  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  re-  
l a t e d  t o  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s ;  and any o t h e r  
f a c t o r s  which w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  s ecu r ing  competent 
d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  i n  a l l  a r e a s  of  Colorado. 

Backqround f o r  Study - Committee Procedure 

Backqround f o r  Study. A r t i c l e  V I ,  S e c t i o n  13 of  t h e  Colo-
rado C o n s t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  O f f i c e  of D i s t r i c t  At torney,  
and t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y ' s  term of o f f i c e ,  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  pow-
ers and d u t i e s ,  and method o f  being compensated: 

D i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  - e l e c t i o n  - term - s a l a r y  -
e u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  -- I n  each j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  t h e r e  
s h a l l  be a d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  e l e c t e d  by t h e  e l e c t o r s  
t h e r e o f ,  whose term o f  o f f i i e  s h a l l  be'  f o u r  years .  
D i s t r i c t  attorneys s h a l l  rece ive  such s a l a r i e s  and 
perform such d u t i e s  a s  provided by law. No person 
s h a l l  be e l i g i b l e  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  of  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  
who s h a l l  no t ,  a t  t h e  t ime of h i s  e l e c t i o n  pos se s s  
a l l  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s - o f  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  judges  a s  
provided i n  this a r t i c l e .  All d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  
ho ld ing  o f f i c e  on t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  of t h i s  amend- 
ment s h a l l  con t inue  i n  o f f i c e  f o r  t h e  remainder o f  
t he  r e s p e c t i v e  t e rms  f o r  which t h e y  were e l e c t e d  o r  
appointed.  

Pursuan t  t o  S e c t i o n  13, two b i l l s  were i n t roduced  i n  t h e  
1970 S e s s i o n  which were i n t ended  t o  change t he  s t a t u t o r y  salary
schedu le s  and p r o v i s i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t h e r e t o  f o r  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  
d e p u t i e s ,  and a s s i s t a n t s .  

A l l  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  w i l l  be up  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  i n  1972, 
and A r t i c l e  V, S e c t i o n  30 of t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n  p r o h i b i t s  i n c r e a s - .  
ing an e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e r ' s  pay dur ing  h i s  c u r r e n t  term of  office. 



Thus, s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  w i l l  no t  t ake  ef-
f e c t  u n t i l  t h e  second Tuesday i n  January,  1973, t h e  s t a r t  of a 
new term of  o f f i c e  f o r  those  e l ec ted  o r  r e e l e c t e d  i n  1972. How-
ever ,  such r e s t r i c t i o n s  do not  apply t o  appoin t ive  members of 
t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y ' s  s t a f f ,  which inc lude  depu t i e s  and a s s i s t -  
a n t s ,  o r  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  appointed t o  f i l l  vacancies  t h a t  a r e  
brought about by t h e  dea th  J r  r e s igna t ion  of  t h e  e l e c t e d  d i s t r i c t  
a t to rney ,  so long  a s  t h e  appointment occurs  a f t e r  t h e  s t a t u t o r y  
increase .  I/ Therefore ,  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  depu t i e s  and as-
s i s t a n t s  can be made e f f e c t i v e  much e a r l i e r  than i s  t h e  case f o r  
d i s t r i c t  a t torneys .  

One of the  s a l a r y  b i l l s ,  Senate  B i l l  No. 81, was not  ac ted  
upon by t h e  Senate Appropriations Committee and a t  t h e  end of t h e  
ses s ion  was postponed i n d e f i n i t e l y .  Senate  B i l l  NO. 74, however, 
d id  pass  both houses, b u t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  vers ions .  I n  an at tempt  
t o  r e so lve  tile d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  House and Senate  passed 
ve r s ions ,  t h e  b i l l  was s e n t  t o  conference committee during t h e  
two-week recess  between t h e  end of formal bus iness  on March 12 
and adjournment s i n e  d i e  on March 26. Thus, by t h e  time t h e  Gen- 
e r a l  Assembly reconvened on March 26, a conference committee 
b i l l  had been prepared,  br inging t h e  t o t a l  number of ve r s ions  of  
Senate  B i l l  No. 74 t o  f o u r  -- t h e  o r i g i n a l ,  p lus  t h e  Senate,  
House, and Conference Committee. 

Table I compares t h e  provis ions  of  t h e  f o u r  ve r s ions  of 
t h e  b i l l  wi th  t h e  p resen t  s a l a r y  schedules.  D i s t r i c t  popula- 
t i o n s  a r e  used a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  making up s a l a r y  schedules  and 
determining r e l a t e d  p rov i s ions  under p resen t  law. All of t h e  
ve r s ions  of Senate B i l l  NO. 74 continued t o  u s e  population a s  t h e  
determining f a c t o r  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s a l a r i e s ,  except t h a t  a 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h r e e  population l e v e l s  was used i n  a l l  ver- 
s i o n s  of Senate  B i l l  NO, 74 t o  rep lace  t h e  e x i s t i n g  f o u r  popula- 
t i o n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  

A s  i nd ica ted  i n .  Table I ,  -there were some s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f -  
f e rences  i n  t h e  amount of s a l a r i e s  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  and 
their s t a f f s  should rece ive .  Perhaps, ,however,  t h e  major a r e a s  
of disagreement revolved around t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  phi losophies  
held by l e g i s l a t o r s ,  county commissioners, and d i s t r i c t  a t t o r -  
neys on a  number o f  ques t ions  pe r t a in ing  t o  s a l a r i e s .  These d i f -
f e r e n c e s  a r e  summarized i n  t h e  foo tno tes  t o  Table I and can be 
enumerated i n  t h e  fol lowing quest ions:  

(1) Should d i s t r i c t  attorneys i n  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  smaller 
populat ions be fu l l - t ime  o r  part-time? I f  fu l l - t ime ,  should 

lJ	Lancaster  v. J e f f e r s o n  Co. (1946) 115 C: 261, 171 P.2d 987, 
Construing Art ic le  V, S e c t i o n  30. 



TABLE I 

Comparison of Present Salary Schedules f o r  D i s t r i c t  Attorneys and 
S ta f f s 'wi th  Oriqinal. Senate, House, and Conference Committee C)y 


Chief 

D i s t r i c t  
Attorney 3/ 

Assistant 
D i s t r i c t  
Attorney 3/ 

Deputy
Dis t r i c t  
Attorney 

Deputy
D i s t r i c t  
Attorney g' 

Over 100,000 Po~ulat ion:  
-72 

Present ( over 74.000) $18,000 $16,000 $15 000 $14,000 
(Full-time) 
$7,000 

(Full-time) 
$ 7,000 

( Part-time) (Part-time) 

Senate B i l l  No, 74: 

Original Version 

Senate Passed Version 

House Passed Version 

Conference Committee 
Version 

Less Than 100,000 Population: 

Present: 

74,000-100,000 (See above) 

50,000-74,000 $10,000 % 8,000 $ 7,000 
(Part-t ime) ( Part-time) (Part-time) 

8 7,500 $ 6,000 $5,200 
(Part-time) ( Part-time) (Part-t ime) 

Under 25,000 $6,000 $ 4,500 $4,000 
(Part-time) ( Part-time) (Part-time) 

Senate B i l l  No. 74: 

Original Version $25,000 $22,500 $21,000 $18,000 
(Full-time) (Full-time) (Full-time) (Full-time) 

$12,000 $11,000 $10,000 
( Part-time) (Part-time) (Part-time) 

Senate Passed Version $19,000 $18,000 
( Full-time ) (Full-time) 

$10 ,000 r610,ooo $11,000 $10, 000 
(Part-t ime) ( Part-time) (Part-time) (Part-time) 

House Passed Version $20,000 $20,Q00 
(Full-time) (Full-time) 

$11,000 
(part-t ime) 

$10,000 
(Part-time) 

$ 9,000 
(Part-t ime) 

Conference Committee $20,000 $20,000 $19,000 $18,000 
Version ( ~ u l l - t i m e )  (Full-time) (Full-time) (Full-t ime) 

$11,000 $10,000 $ 9,000 
(Part-time) (part-time) ( Part-time) 

FOOTNOTES: See page 6. 



TABLE I 

IJ Level of  S t a t e  and Local Fundinq 

Presen t  -- Sec t i on  45-2-6, C.R.S. 1963, s t a t e  pays51,200 a  yea r  f o r  t h e  s a l -  
ary o m ~ i s t r i c tAt torne  /. 

Senate B i l l  74 - O r i q i n a l  -- No change from p re sen t  sysem. 

Senate B i l l  74 - House and Conference Committee -- S a l a r i e s  of  D i s t r i c t  A t -
t o rneys ,  a s s i s t a n t s ,  and depu t i e s  paid 50 pe r cen t  by s t a t e  and 50 percent  by 
coun t i e s  i n  d i s t r i c t .  

Senate B i l l  74 - Senate  -- No change from p re sen t  system. 

31 D i s t r i c t  Attorneys '  S a l a r i e s  - Full- t ime o r  Par t - t ime  

Presen t  -- A l l  s a l a r i e s  f ixed .  D i s t r i c t  Attorneys i n  d i s t r i c t s  over  74,000 
popula' ion  requi red  t o  work f u l l - t ime ,  under  74,000 allowed t o  work part- t ime.  

Senate B i l l  74 - Or iq ina l .  House.and Conference Committee -- All  s a l a r i e s  
f i xed  and a l l  D i s t r i c t  At torneys  fu l l - t ime .  

Senate B i l l  74 - Senate -- A l l  s a l a r i e s  s t a t e d  a s  maximums, w i th  d i s c r e t i o n  
given t o  county commissioners t o  s e t  s a l a r i e s .  I n  d i s t r i c t s  under 100,000, 
county commissioners may determine t h a t  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  should e i t h e r  work 
par t - t ime  o r  f u l l - t ime .  

Ass i s t an t  D i s t r i c t  At torneys t  S a l a r i e s  - Full- t ime o r  Par t - t ime  

Presen t  -- A l l  s a l a r i e s  s t a t e d  a s  maximums, w i th  d i s c r e t i o n  given t o  D i s -
trict-ey t o  f i x  s a l a ry .  

Senate B i l l  74 - O r i q i n a l  -- 140 change from p re sen t  system. 

Senate B i l l  74 - House and Conference Committee -- A l l  s a l a r i e s  f i xed ,  w i t h  
. d i s c r e t i o n  given t o  D i s t r i c t  Attorney i n  d i s t r i c t s  under  100.000 t o  determine 

whether f u l l - t ime  o r  par t - t ime .  

Senate B i l l  74 - Senate  -- A l l  s a l a r i e s  s t a t e d  a s  maximums and a r e  s u b j e c t  
t o  t h e  approval  o f  t h e  county commissioners. Commissioners i n  d i s t r i c t s  under  
100,000 given d i s c r e t i o n  t o  determine whether  a s s i s t a n t  works fu l l - t ime  o r  pa r t -
time. 

4J Deputies '  S a l a r i e s  - Full- t ime o r  Part- t ime 

Presen t  -- A l l  depu t i e s1  s a l a r i e s  s t a t e d  a s  maximums sub e c t  t o  appqov 1 
of  th-y commissioners. Deputies i n  d i s t r i c t s  ove r  f4,00d and cornprlsed of  
one county a r e  f u l l - t ime ;  a l l  o t h e r s  may be part- t ime.  

Senate B i l l  74  - O r i s i n a l  -- No change from p re sen t  system. 

Senate B i l l  74 - House and Conference Committee -- All  depu t i e s '  s a l a r i e s  
f ixed.  D i s t r i c t  Attorneys i n  d i s t r i c t s  under  100,000 would determine whether  
s t a f f  i s  f u l l - t i m e  o r  par t - t ime ,  bu t  county commissioners have f i n a l  a u t h o r i t y  
a s  t o  t h e  number o f  f u l l - t ime  and part- t ime depu t i e s  i n  such d i s t r i c t s .  

Senate B i l l  74 - Senate  -- Al l  depu t i e s '  s a l a r i e s  s t a t e d  a s  maximums w i th  
d i s c r e t i o n  t o  s e t  s a l a r i e s  given t o  t h e  county commissioners. Commissioners i n  
d i s t r i c t s  under  100,000 determine whether  d e p u t i e s  a r e  f u l l - t i m e  o r  part- t ime.  

Denver D i s t r i c t  Attorney1 s S a l a r y  

Sa l a  -- A l l  v e r s i o n s  of  Senate B i l l  No. 74 would g ive  Denver D i s t r i c t  A t -
tome* gu re  i n  paren thes i s .  

g Senate  B i l l  74 - Or iq ina l  -- D i s t r i c t  Attorney i n  d i s t r i c t s  between 74,000 
and 1'00,000 popula t ion  only  would be au thor ized  t o  appoin t  a  ch i e f  deputy. 
S a l a r y  a p p l i e s  on ly  t o  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s .  



t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  be s t a t e d  by s t a t u t e  a t  f i x e d  amounts o r  s t a t e d  
a s  maximum amounts, w i t h  county commissioners determining t h e  
maximum? 

(2) Should p rov i s ion  be made t o  a u t h o r i z e  appointment o f  
f u l l - t i m e ,  a s  we l l  a s  pa r t - t ime ,  a s s i s t a n t s  and d e p u t i e s  i n  d i s -  
t r i c t s  w i t h  sma l l e r  popula t ions?  Should t h e  D i s t r i c t  At torney 
o r  t h e  County Commissioners determine whether t h e y  a r e  f u l l - t i m e  
o r  pa r t - t ime  and t h e  amount of t h e i r  s a l a r i e s ?  Should t h e  D i s -
t r i c t  At torney o r  t h e  County Commissioners determine t h e  t o t a l  
number of  a s s i s t a n t s  and d e p u t i e s  i n  s m a l l e r  d i s t r i c t s ?  Should 
t h e i r  s a l a r i e s  be s t a t e d  a s  f i x e d  amounts o r  s t a t e d  a s  maximum 
amounts? 

(3)  Should t h e  s t a t e  assume a l l  o r  a  l a r g e r  p o r t i o n  of  

f i n a n c i n g  s a l a r i e s  and o t h e r  expenses o f  d i s t r i c t  a t t o rneys?  


Committee Procedure. A t  t h e  Committee's f i r s t  meeting it 
was agreed t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  enumerated above should be reso lved .  

A t  each of  t h e  t h r e e  meetings h e l d  by t h e  Committee, t h e  
Committee confer red  w i t h  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  bo th  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  
speaking on t h e i r  own beha l f  and a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  Colo- 
rado D i s t r i c t  At to rneys  Associa t ion.  These conferences  were 
used t o  determine t h e  views of d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  a s  w e l l  a s  ob-
t a i n  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  problems and o p e r a t i o n s  of d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s t  o f f i c e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Committee cons idered  s t a f f  
memoranda on d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s '  budgets  f o r  1970; ca se loads  o f  
d i s t r i c t  judges;  and d a t a  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s t  work- 
l oad  ( a s  w e l l  a s  c a s e l o a d ) ,  de r ived  by means of a ques t i onna i r e .  
Approximately 70 pe rcen t  o f  t h e  22 d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  responded 
t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and t h e i r  responses  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  ex- 
aminat ion i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Council  Of f i ce .  

S ince  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  of  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  i s  cotermi-
nous w i t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  boundar ies ,  a ques t i on  was r a i s e d  a s  
t o  whether  t h e  Committee should c o n s i d e r  recommending ad jus tments  
in t h e  size of  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e q u a l i z e  ca se  and 
work loads .  2/ 

2/ 	A r t i c l e  V I ,  S e c t i o n  10 prov ides  t h a t  t h e  "General Assembly 
may by law, whenever two- th i rd s  o f  t h e  members o f  each house 
concur  t h e r e i n ,  change t h e  boundar ies  of  any d i s t r i c t  o r  i n -  
c r e a s e  o r  d imin ish  t h e  number of  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s . "  The 
Supreme Court  helc 

452 P.2d, 382,-thatthe s i z e  of a j u d i c i a l  district 
m j t e d  t o  no t  more t han  seven c o u n t i e s ,  s i n c e  A r t i c l e  VI, 
S e c t i o n  24 (3 )  of t h e  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  prov ides  t h a t  a ju--
dicial d i s t r i c t  nominating commission i s  t o  be comprised of 
not more than  seven members, one from each county i n  a d i s -
t r i c t .  



The Committee con fe r r ed  wi th  t h e  S t a t e  J u d i c i a l  Administra- 
t o r  t o  determine whether  t h i s  approach was f e a s i b l e .  It was re-
por ted  t h a t  when t h e  l a s t  major j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
occur red  i n  1964, t h e  p r i n c i  a1  c r i t e r i a  cons idered  i n  redrawing 
d i s t r i c t  boundar ies  were: 17 with  some d e v i a t i o n s ,  every  j u d i c i -  
al d i s t r i c t  should have a t  l e a s t  two judges;  2) an a t t empt  was 
made t o  minimize t h e  number o f  mi l e s  t h a t  a judge was r equ i r ed  t o  
t r a v e l  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ;  and 3 )  an a t t emp t  was made t o  pu t  coun-
t i e s  w i t h  s m a l l e r  popu la t i ons  i n t o  t h e  same j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  a s  
an a d j a c e n t  county w i t h  a l a r g e r  popula t ion .  

M r .  Harry 0. Lawson, J u d i c i a l  Adminis t ra to r ,  informed t h e  
C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  some ad jus tments  c o u l d  be  made i n  t h e  boundar ies  
of some d i s t r i c t s ,  b u t  any changes recommended should be  c a r e f u l -  
l y  considered.  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  system of  c o u r t  adminis- 
t r a t i o n  i n  ti-e s t a t e  ha s  l a r g e l y  been b u i l t  around e x i s t i n g  j ud i -  
c i a l  boundar ,?~.  I t  was r epo r t ed  t h a t  t h e  Supreme Court  ha s  
e x e r c i s e d  cau t ion  i n  f o s t e r i n g  a  complete ly  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o u r t  
system; i n s t e a d ,  an  a t t emp t  has  been made t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  system 
which emphasizes l o c a l  administrative autonomy. The Court es t ab -
l i s h e s  gene ra l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  g u i d e l i n e s  under t h i s  system. 
Committee members also noted t h a t  t h e  exper ience  o f  t h e  1964 re-
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n d i c a t e d  that a g r e a t  d e a l  of  work would be i n -  
volved. 

S ince  n e i t h e r  s p e c i f i c  i-ecornmendations f o r  change were 
made t o  t h e  Committee by t h e  J u d i c i a l  Admin i s t r a to r  no r  s u f f i c i -
e n t  t ime was a v a i l a b l e  for t h e  under tak ing ,  t h e  Committee d i d  
n o t  pursue t h e  m a t t e r  f u r t h e r .  

Committee Recommendations 

Beginning on page x v i i  of t h i s  Report ,  i s  a  b i l l  t h e  Com- 
m i t t e e  recommends f o r  adopt ion by t h e  1971 Sess ion  of  the General  
Assembly. The Commit teets  recommendations a r e  i nco rpo ra t ed  i n  
the b i l l  and a r e  d i s c u s s e d  below. 

Ful l - t ime D i s t r i c t  Attorneys.  The Committee recommends 
t h a t  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  i n  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  be f u l l - t i m e ,  and t h a t  
they n o t  be  permi t ted  t o  engage i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  of law, 
o r  r e c e i v e  any income from any l e g a l  f i rm.  

Under p r e s e n t  law, f u l l - t i m e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  a r e  re-
qu i r ed  i n  t hose  d i s t r i c t s  o v e r  74,000 popu la t i on ,  according t o  
t h e  l a t e s t  f e d e r a l  census.  D i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  i n  d i s t r i c t s  u n d e r  
74,000 populat ion a r e  a l l  par t - t ime.  The seven d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  
now have f u l l - t i m e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  along w i t h  t h e  c o u n t i e s  
comprising t hose  d i s t r i c t s ,  a r e  a s  fo l lows :  



J u d i c i a l  
D i s t r i c t  No. Coun t i e s  

F i r s t  	 J e f f e r s o n  
C l e a r  Creek 
G i l p i n  

Second 	 Denver 

Four th  	 E l  Paso 
T e l l e r  

Tenth 	 Pueblo 

Seven t een th  	 Adams 

E igh t een th  	 Arapahoe 
Douglas 
L inco ln  
E l b e r t  

Twent ie th  	 Boulder  

Based on p r e l i m i n a r y  popu l a t i on  e s t i m a t e s  for 1970, com-
p i l e d  by t h e  U.S. Bureau of Census, two o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  qa ined  
enough popu l a t i on  between 1960 and-1970 t o  r e q u i r e  fu l l -5 ime  d i s -
t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  -- t h e  E igh th  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  ( ~ a r i m e r  and 
~ a c k s o n )  and t h e  N ine t een t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  (weld).  

Under p r e s e n t  law, t h e  s a l a r y  l e v e l  for f u l l - t i m e  d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s  i s  f i x e d  a t  $18,000 p e r  annum. 

D i s t r i c t s  under  74,000 popu l a t i on  a l l  have pa r t - t ime  d i s -
t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s .  Pa r t - t ime  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  a r e  pe rmi t t ed  t o  
engage i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p r a c t i c e  o f  law and a r e  pa id  f i x e d  s a l a r i e s  
depending on where t h e y  f a l l  i n  t h e  fo l l owing  popu l a t i on  break- 
downs : 

D i s t r i c t  
D i s t r i c t  Popu l a t i on  A t to rneyvs S a l a r y  

50,000 t o  74,000 

25,000 t o  50,000 

Under 25,000 


I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  recommending t h a t  a l l  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  b e  
f u l l - t i m e ,  the Committee a l s o  recommends t h a t  s a l a r i e s  con t i nue  
t o  be d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  popu l a t i on  o f  d i s t r i c t s ,  
a s  g i v e n  below: 



D i s t r i c t  
D i s t r i c t  At torney1s 

Popu la t i on  S a l a r y  

Over 400,000 
50,000 t o  400,000 
Under 50,000 

Arquments For and Aqainst Fu l l - t ime  D i s t r i c t  At torney 
System. It became apparen t  dur ing  t h e  course  of t h e  Committee's 
work t h a t  no t  everyone endorsed t h e  concept  t h a t  Colorado should 
i n s t i t u t e  a  f u l l - t i m e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  system. Ob jec t i ons  were 
r a i s e d  by some d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  from s m a l l e r  d i s t r i c t s  o u t s i d e  
t h e  me t ropo l i t an  a r e a ,  bo th  dur ing  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Committee 
and i n  r e tu rned  ques t i onna i r e s .  For example, it was maintained 
t h a t  t h e r e  1 s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  case load  i n  s m a l l e r  d i s t r i c t s  t o  jus-  
t i f y  r e t e n t i o n  of  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  on a  f u l l - t i m e  b a s i s .  
Others  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t o o  few lawyers  a v a i l a b l e  i n  s m a l l e r  
d i s t r i c t s  w i l l i n g  t o  s e rve  o n  a  f u l l - t i m e  b a s i s ,  s i n c e  each 
would have t o  g ive  up h i s  p r i v a t e  law p r a c t i c e .  On t h e  l a t t e r  
p o i n t ,  M r .  James H. She l ton ,  D i s t r i c t  At torney f o r  t h e  Nineteenth  
J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  responded t h a t  he "and a l l  of  my f i v e  depu t i e s ,  
w i l l  r e s i g n  a t  t h e  t ime  t h e  o f f i c e  becomes f u l l - t i m e  pursuant  t o  
t h e  1970 census, .  ." 

Other  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  expressed t h e  op in ion  t h a t  obtain-
i n g  f i nanc ing  on t h e  l o c a l  level ,  t o  adequa te ly  pay t h e  D i s t r i c t  
At torney f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  h i s  p r i v e l e g e  t o  engage i n  gene ra l  law 
p r a c t i c e ,  poses a s e r i o u s  problem. A r e l a t e d  problem i s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e  D i s t r i c t  At to rney  i s  an e l e c t e d  o f f i c e r .  Desp i te  his 
b e s t  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  job, i t  i s  argued,  he may no t  be r ee l ec t ed .  
Thus, any reasonable  s a l a r y  recommended con t inues  t o  be i n s u f f i -  
c i e n t  t o  a t t r a c t  many q u a l i f i e d  lawyers  t o  run f o r  t h e  o f f i c e ,  
s i n c e  t h e y  may have t o  s t a r t  a l l  o v e r  a g a i n  b u i l d i n g  a p r i v a t e  
p r a c t i c e  i f  t hey  a r e  d e f e a t e d , i n  a  b i d  f o r  r e e l e c t i o n .  

As an a l t e r n a t i v e  s o l u t i o n ,  it was suggested,  more s p e c i a l -
i z e d  and t e c h n i c a l  h e l p  could be supp l i ed  par t - t ime d i s t r i c t  a t -
t o r n e y s  by t h e  At torney General ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  a r e a s  of  
render ing  advice  on developments i n  c r i m i n a l  law and a s s i s t i n g  
them i n  t h e  t r i a l  and appea l  a s p e c t s  of  major  fe lony  cases. 

Countering t h e s e  arguments, however, i s  t h e  view he ld  by 
most Committee members t h a t  Colorado has  reached t h e  po in t  i n  
t ime when it i s  becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y  impor tan t  t o  have prosecu-
t o r s  s e rv ing  on a  f u l l - t i m e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  b a s i s .  The Committee 
no t e s  that a l l  d i s t r i c t  judges  and many county judges a r e  now 
fu l l - t ime  and t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  has implemented a f u l l - t i m e  p u b l i c  
de fende r  system, both of which were in tended  t o  improve t h e  judi-
c i a l  system i n  Colorado. The Committee b e l i e v e s  i t s  recomrnenda-
tions are  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  'which are b u t t r e s s e d  



by t h e  recommendation made t h i s  y e a r  by t h e  Governor ' s  Counci l  

on Crime Control  -- t h a t  t h e  par t - t ime  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  and 

a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  system should be abo l i shed  and a 

s a l a r y  s c a l e  should be adopted which i s  commensurate w i th  i n -  

c r e a s i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  3/ For i n s t a n c e ,  c a se loads  a r e  i n - 

c r e a s i n g ,  and cons t an t  s e l f - educa t ion  i n  t h e  r a p i d l y  changing 

c r i m i n a l  l a w  f i e l d  i s  neces sa ry  and t ime consuming. 


Not on ly  have h i s  o f f i c i a l  d u t i e s  and case load  inc rea sed ,  
b u t  much o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t to rney ' s  a t t e n t i o n ,  d i c t a t e d  by t h e  
very n a t u r e  of  t h e  o f f i c e ,  must be d i r e c t e d  t o  m a t t e r s  which go 
beyond t h e  scope o f  h i s  s t a t u t o r y  d u t i e s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ;  
he i s  a member of t h e  community i n  which he l i v e s  and i s  neces-
s a r i l y  involved i n  i t s  problems. S e v e r a l  r e tu rned  q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  
i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p roper  l aw enforcement r e q u i r e s  t r a i n e d  and edu- 
c a t e d  law enforcement o f f i c e r s  coopera t ing  w i t h  t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t -
t o r n e y ,  and much of  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  t ime must be  spen t  t r a i n i n g  
these o f f i c e r s .  The D i s t r i c t  At torney a l s o  may be c a l l e d  upon t o  
r e n d e r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  such programs a s  drug abuse educa t ion  g iven  
i n  l o c a l  schools .  

He and h i s  s t a f f  a r e c a l l e d  upon c o n s t a n t l y  t o  r ende r  l e g a l  
a ss i s tance  t o  l o c a l  o f f i c e r s  and t h e  pub l i c  a t  l a r g e .  One p a r t -  
time D i s t r i c t  At torney i n  h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  noted t h a t :  

...a l l  members of t h e  D i s t r i c t  A t to rney ' s  s t a f f  
a r e  on 24-hour c a l l  from a l l  law enforcement agen-
c i e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  and t h e s e  a f t e r - h o u r  c a l l s  
a r e  numerous. C e r t a i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  i n d i v i d -  
u a l  c o m p l a i n t s , t h a t  would be handled by a p o l i c e  
department i n  a more me t ropo l i t an  area, a r e  handled 
through t h e  D i s t r i c t  At torney1 s Of f i ce .  

Another D i s t r i c t  At torney from a  s m a l l e r  d i s t r i c t  noted the f o l -
lowing about  h i s  Legal  Aid Sec t ion :  

Our record  r e f l e c t s  4,000 te lephone  c a l l s  from 
c i t i z e n s  regard ing  every  type  of  problem imagin- 
able. Actual  t ime spen t  cannot  be  computed because 
a  D i s t r i c t  At torney who en joys  a  p o s i t i o n  of  pub l i c  
trust and t h e  r e s p e c t  of t h e  community i s  c a l l e d  
upon t o  r ende r  op in ions  t o  concerned groups o r  i n -  
d i v i d u a l s  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  n e a r l y  every  a c t i o n  
taken  by a l l  p o l i t i c a l  subd iv i s ions ,  whether it i s  
a m a t t e r  o f  S t a t e  concern o r  o f  l o c a l  concern, such 

Governor1s Council  on Crime Cont ro l ,  1970 Comprehensive P lan ,  
Volume 11, CLEAA, p. 841. 



a s  a c i t y  c o u n c i l  o r  t h e  school  board. T h i s  ser-
v i c e  i s  performed around t h e  c lock  because t h e  pub- 
l i c  expec t s  an answer t o  problems and looks  t o  t h i s  
o f f i c e  f o r  exp lana t ion  and r e l i e f .  I have found 
t h a t  t h i s  o f f i c e  a c t s  as a  counterweight  t o  ba lance  
publ ic  op in ion  and t o  minimize t h e  pub l i c  concern 
about r o u t i n e  m a t t e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  is-
sues ,  

D i s t r i c t  At to rneys  and Committee members a l i k e  expressed 
t h e  view t h a t  p o t e n t i a l  c o n f l i c t  of  i n t e r e s t  s i t u a t i o n s  do a r i s e  
with a par t - t ime  system. Thr  T a s k  Force on t h e  Adminis t ra t ion  
o f  J u s t i c e  f o r  the P r e s i d e n t ' s  Commission on Law Enforcement and 
Adminis t ra t ion of  J u s t i c e  noted t h a t :  

...t ' l e re  a r e  many i n d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  almost  
i n e v i t a b l y  a r i s e .  The a t t o r n e y s  he d e a l s  w i t h  a s  
a pub l i c  o f f i c e r  a r e  t h e  same ones  w i t h  whom he i s  
expected t o  main ta in  a  l e s s  formal  and more accom-
modating r e l a t i o n s h i p  a s  counse l  t o  p r i v a t e  c l i -  
e n t s ,  S i m i l a r  problems may a r i s e  i n  t h e  prosecu- 
t o r ' s  d e a l i n g s  w i th  h i s  p r i v a t e  c l i e n t s  whose a c t i -  
v i t i e s  may come t o  h i s  o f f i c i a l  a t t e n t i o n .  It i s  
undes i r ab l e  t o  p l ace  a p rosecu to r  i n  a p o s i t i o n  i n  
which he most always i s  consc ious  o f  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l  
for c o n f l i c t  and be c a r e f u l  t o  avoid  imprope r t i e s  
o f  t h e  appearance of  c o n f l i c t .  

I n  recommending t h a t  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  be made f u l l -  
t ime,  t h e  Task Force a l s o  recognized t h a t  "the problems of  low 
pay and par t - t ime  employment must be approached toge the r t ' :  

...High q u a l i t y  a t t o r n e y s  who should be ,encouraged 
t o  seek t h e  p o s i t i o n  w i l l  do so on ly  i f  it o f f e r s  
reasonable  economic rewards. Ful l - t ime devot ion  
t o  du ty  cannot  be demanded u n l e s s  t h e  pay i s  r a i s e d  
and s a l a r y  s c a l e s  a r e  based on the assumption t h a t  
t h e  p rosecu to r  w i l l  no t  have a second income from 
o u t s i d e  law p r a c t i c e .  

The Committee i s  of  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  i t s  di f f erent ia ted  
sa lary  recommendations are commensurate w i t h  t h e  d u t i e s  and re-
s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  would be required of f u l l - t i m e  d i s t r i c t  

4J 	 Task Force Report:  The Courts, the Task Force on the Admin-
i s t r a t i o n  of Justice; t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  Commission on Law En-
forcement and Adminis t ra t ion  of  J u s t i c e ,  p. 73. 
Ib id . ,  p. 74. 



a t t o r n e y s  i n  Colorado. A s  t o  e l iminat ing  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of con-
f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e  Committee a l s o  recommends t h a t  
fu l l - t ime  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s r  ( and  fu l l - t ime  a s s i s t a n t s  and depu- 
t i e s )  be prohib i ted  from rece iv ing  any income from any p r i v a t e  
l e g a l  f irm. 

The Committee a l s o  recognizes t h a t  i f  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a -  
t u r e ,  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  acquir ing a  b e t t e r  prosecuting system 
i n  Colorado, i s  going t o  i n s t i t u t e  a fu l l - t ime  d i s t r i c t  a t to rney  
system, t h e  s t a t e  should pay a  l a r g e r  share  of the  c o s t  than a t  
present .  Therefore, t h e  Committee recommends t h a t ,  e f f e c t i v e  
J u l y  1, 1971, t h e  s t a t e  pay t h e  e n t i r e  s a l a r y  of a l l  d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s ,  

Concerning t h e  s p e c i f i c  d o l l a r  amounts recommended, t h e r e  
was genera l  agreement among Committee members t h a t  t h e  Denver 
D i s t r i c t  Attorney should rece ive  a h ighe r  s a l a r y  than o t h e r  d i s -  
t r i c t  a t to rneys  due h i s  l a r g e r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  The $26,000 
recommended s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  Denver D i s t r i c t  Attorney, it was noted,  
w i l l  be i n  e f f e c t  between January,  1973 and January, 1977, and 
r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  same amount t h a t  the  Attorney General w i l l  r ece ive  
between January, 1971 and January,  1975. 

The next s a l a r y  l e v e l  -- $23,500 f o r  d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  i n  
t h e  50,000 t o  400,000 population c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  -- would a f f e c t  
10 d i s t r i c t s  based on prel iminary population est imates .  ( s e e  
Table IV, pp. 19-22. ) Eleven d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys ,  serving d i s -  
t r i c t s  under 50,000, would rece ive  $21,000. Each o f  these  s a l a r y  
l e v e l s  dev ia t e s  from t h e  next h ighes t  l e v e l  by $2,500. The low- 
e s t  l e v e l  f o r  d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  ($21,000) was s e t  $1,000 over  
t h e  $20,000 maximum s a l a r y  a  fu l l - t ime Ass i s t an t  D i s t r i c t  Attbr-  
ney could receive under t h e  Committee's recommendations. ( s e e  
s a l a r y  schedule f o r  Ass i s t an t  D i s t r i c t  Attorney, p,  12.) 

Full-time Ass i s t an t ,  C h i e f  Deputy, and Deputy D i s t r i c t  
Attorneys. Many of t h e  same arguments f o r  and aga ins t  fu l l - t ime  
d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys  appear t o  be equal ly  v a l i d  regarding depu t i e s  
and a s s i s t a n t s .  But i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of assur inq con t inu i ty  i n  
t h e  Of f i ce  of D i s t r i c t  Attorney and p ro fess iona i  se rv ice  t o  l o c a l  
communities, t h e  Committee be l i eves  t h e r e  i s  a necess i ty  t o  make 
more of an e f f o r t ,  then has  been the case  he re to fo re ,  i n  a t t r a c t -
ing and r e t a i n i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  and deput ies .  The mere f a c t  t h a t  
t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  a r e  appointed,  means t h a t  depu t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  
a re  i n  a  b e t t e r  pos i t ion  than t h e  D i s t r i c t  Attorney t o  th ink  i n  
terms o f  making publ ic  prosecut ion a  ca ree r .  But Colorado, es-
s e n t i a l l y ,  has-a- system- under which it i s  not  r e a l l y  poss ib le  
f o r- - an a s s i s t a n t  o r  a deputy t o  th ink  i n  terms of p u b l i c  prosecu- 
t i o n  a s  a career ,  

F i r s t ,  t h e  p resen t  l a w  provides that only i n  the seven 
d i s t r i c t s  l i s t e d  on page 7 a r e  d e p u t i e , ~  and a s s i s t a n t s  full- t ime. 
As i n  t h e  case of  d i s t r i c t  a t to rneys ,  i n  every o t h e r  j u d i c i a l  



d i s t r i c t ,  a s s i s t a n t s  and d e p u t i e s  s e r v e  par t - t ime ,  w i t h  s a l a r i e s  ' 

ranging from a  maximum of  $8,000 f o r  a s s i s t a n t s  i n  d i s t r i c t s  i n  
t h e  50,000 t o  74,000 popula t ion  b racke t  t o  $4,000 f o r  d e p u t i e s  
i n  d i s t r i c t s  under 25,000 populat ion.  ( s e e  Table I .) Ful l - t ime 
a s s i s t a n t s  only  r e c e i v e  $16,000, wh i l e  a f u l l - t i m e  Chief  Deputy 
and a f u l l - t i m e  Deputy r e c e i v e  $15,000 and $14,000, r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
D i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  Committee t h a t  a f t e r  a per iod  
of  i n t e r n s h i p  on a p u b l i c  p r o s e c u t o r ' s  s t a f f ,  even f u l l - t i m e  as-
s i s t a n t s  and d e p u t i e s  f i n d  t hey  can work f o r  p r i v a t e  l e g a l  f i r m s  
a t  much h i g h e r  s a l a r i e s .  

I n  an a t t empt  t o  a t t r a c t  and r e t a i n  more a t t o r n e y s  t o  t h e  
f i e l d  of  pub l i c  p rosecu t ion ,  t h e  Committee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  i n -  
c r e a s e s  i n  maximum s a l a r i e s  a r e  necessary  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  p r a c t i -  
c a l  d a t e ,  i .e. ,  J u l y  1, 1971. The s a l a r y  schedule  recommended 
fo11ows: 

Maximum Fu l l -  
t ime S a l a r y  

A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  At torney $20,000 

C h i e f  Deputy D i s t r i c t  At torney $19,000 

Deputy D i s t r i c t  At torney $18,000 

Second, t h e r e  a r e  r e a l l y  no added i n c e n t i v e s  t h a t  would 
h e l p  a t t r a c t  and r e t a i n  q u a l i f i e d  a t t o r n e y s  t o  p u b l i c  prosecu- 
t i o n .  An example of  t h e  l a c k  of  i n c e n t i v e s  i s  t h e  absence of  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a u t h o r i z i n g  members of  a D i s t r i c t  A t to rney ' s  s t a f f  t o  
a f f i l i a t e  w i th  one of t h e  pub l i c  employees r e t i r e m e n t  programs, 
such a s  t h e  s t a t e  PERA p lan  o r  a county  r e t i r e m e n t  plan.  The 
Committee considered t h i s  problem, b u t  d i d  no t  recommend spec i -  
f i c  l e g i s l a t i o n  on t h i s  mat te r .  There a r e  a  number of  complica- 
t i o n s  connected w i t h  d r a f t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a u t h o r i z e  a f f i l i a -  
t i o n .  I t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s ,  themselves,  i n  
c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of PERA, w i l l  a t t empt  t o  d r a f t  

' such l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  1971 Sess ion .  

Par t - t ime A s s i s t a n t  and Deputy D i s t r i c t  Attorneys.  Gener-
a l l y  s p a p a r t -
t ime d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  should be r ep l aced  by a f u l l - t i m e  
system, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  l a r g e r  popula t ions .  But 
it i s  a l s o  recognized t h a t  par t - t ime  d e p u t i e s  could adequa te ly  
handle  t h e  workload i n  most c o u n t i e s  w i t h  s m a l l e r  popula t ions .  
There fore ,  t h e  Committee recommends t h a t  i n  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s  
composed i n  p a r t  of  a county o r  c o u n t i e s  o f  l e s s  t han  25,000 
popula t ion ,  t h e  District Attorney may appo in t  par t - t ime deputy
d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  t o  s e r v e  i n  t hose  coun t i e s .  



It i s  a l s o  recommended t h a t  i n  d i s t r i c t s  under 50,000 pop- 
u l a t i o n ,  t h e  D i s t r i c t  At torney be au tho r i zed  t o  appoin t  one p a r t -  
t ime  A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  Attorney.  No p r o v i s i o n  f o r  a  par t - t ime  
Chief  Deputy i s  recommended. 

The recommended s a l a r y  schedule  f o r  par t - t ime a s s i s t a n t  
and deputy d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  fol lows:  

Maximum Par t -  
t ime S a l a r y  

A s s i s t a n t  D i s t r i c t  At torney $12,000 

Deputy D i s t r i c t  At torney $10,000 

As i n  t h e  case  of f u l l - t i m e  depu t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s ,  t h e  e f f e c -  
t i v e  d a t e  f o r  t he se  s chedu le s  i s  recommended t o  be J u l y  1, 1971. 

Appointment and S a l a r i e s  Approved by County Commissioners. 
The maximum s a l a r i e s  of  d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s ,  i t  i s  recom-
mended, should be approved-by t h e  county commissioners. A s  i n  
p r e s e n t  law, a D i s t r i c t  At torney could appoin t  an A s s i s t a n t  D i s -
t r i c t  Attorney without  p r i o r  approval  ; b u t ,  d i f f e r i n g  from pres-  
e n t  law, t h e  A s s i s t a n t ' s  maximum s a l a r y  would have t o  be approved. 

As noted a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  one o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t o  be answered 
p e r t a i n e d  t o  whether s a l a r i e s  of  d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  should be 
s t a t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e s  a s  maximum amounts o r  a s  f i x e d  amounts. 
I t  i s  be l i eved  t h a t  having t h e  s a l a r i e s  s t a t e d  a s  maximum amounts 
affords t h e  D i s t r i c t  At torney some f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  determining,  for 
example, what s a l a r y  an experienced deputy should r e c e i v e  ve r sus  
a non-experienced deputy. 

The Committee a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  Office of D i s t r i c t  
At torney,  whi le  having some a spec t s  t h a t  a r e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a 
s ta te -wide  o f f i c e ,  i s  b a s i c a l l y  l o c a l  i n  n a t u r e  and emphasis, 
and t h a t  l o c a l  u n i t s  of  government should cont inue  t o  have a 
v o i c e  i n  its opera t ion .  Therefore ,  t h e  l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of 
t h e  community served by a  D i s t r i c t  At torney should be charged 
w i t h  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for approving t h e  t o t a l  number of d e p u t i e s  
t h e  community needs and t h e  maximum amount of  compensation each 
r ece ives .  he Committee b e l i e v e s  that, along w i t h  t h i s  respons i -  
b i l i t y ,  goes t h e  cont inued o b l i g a t i o n  of  f i nanc ing  t h e i r  s a l a -  
r i e s  and o t h e r  expenses of  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  D i s t r i c t  Attorney. 

Chief Deputy -- D i s t r i c t  Off icer .  The Committee .recornends 
t h a t  t h e  Deputy D i s t r i c t  At torney cont inue  t o  be paid  by t h e  
county  o r  coun t i e s  he se rves .  c ow ever, w i t h  r e spec t  t o - t h e  Chief 
Deputy, who i s  appointed t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  t r i a l  of c r i m i n a l  
cases i n  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t  ( s e c t i o n  45-3-1 (2), C.R.S. 1963). t h e  



Committee recommends t h a t  t h e  s t a t u t e  be amended to d e s i g n a t e  
him a s  a  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e r ,  a s  i s  now t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  
D i s t r i c t  Attorney.  With t h i s  change, h i s  s a l a r y  would be  pa id  
by t h e  c o u n t i e s  i n  t h e  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  p ropo r t i on  t o  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  popula t ions .  

Bond Reuuirements -- R e s t r i c t i o n s  on Leqal  P r a c t i c e .  Dis-
trict a t t o r n e y s  ques t ioned  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  r e q u i r i n g  d e p u t i e s  
and a s s i s t a n t s  t o  f i l e  bonds. Usual ly ,  it was po in ted  o u t ,  no 
one b u t  t h e  D i s t r i c t :  At to rney  himself  hand le s  money and t h e  annu-
a l  bonding fee  i s  a waste.  The Committee recommends t h a t  whi le  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  Attorney should  con t inue  t o  be  bonded, it  be l e f t  
t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  D i s t r i c t  At torney a s  t o  whether o t h e r  
members o f  h i s  s t a f f  should  a l s o  c a r r y  bonds. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  fo rb idd ing  f u l l - t i m e  members o f  a s t a f f  t o  
p r a c t i c e  l a w  o r  t o  o b t a i n  income from law f i r m s ,  t h e  Committee 
a l s o  recommends t h a t  a s a l a r i e d  member of  t h e  D i s t r i c t  At torney 
should be p roh ib i t ed  from defending any person i n  any j u d i c i a l  
d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

F i s c a l  Impact of  Recommendations on D i s t r i c t  At to rneys t  S a l a r i e s  

Impact on County and S t a t e  Budqets. Table I1 shows t h e  
p r o j e c t e d  fiscal impact  t h a t  t h e  recommendations on d i s t r i c t  a t -
t o r n e y s '  s a l a r i e s  would have on s t a t e  and l o c a l  budge ts  f o r  
c a l e n d a r  years  1970 th rough  1973. The f i s c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s '  s a l a r i e s  can be r e a d i l y  c a l c u l a t e d  since they 
a r e  s t a t e d  i n  f i x e d  amounts. Conversely,  t h e  s a l a r i e s  for depu-
t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  a r e  recommended t o  be s e t  w i t h i n  s t a t u t o r y  
maximum amounts; hence,  t h e  impact on county  budgets  could  be de-
termined on ly  a s  f a r  a s  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s '  s a l a r i e s  a r e  con- 
cerned.  The i n c r e a s e d  maximums f o r  d e p u t i e s  and a s s i s t a n t s  could  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a f f e c t  county  budgets.  

The t o t a l  s a l a r i e s  pai.d d i s t r i c t  attorneys by s t a t e  and 
county governments w i l l  be $239,500 i n  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1970. But 
i n  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1971, t h e  t o t a l  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  t o  $255,500, due t o  
t h e  popula t ion  changes t h a t  occurred between 1960 and 1970 i n  
t h e  t h i r d ,  eighth, n i n t h ,  and n i n e t e e n t h  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  re-
s u l t i n g ,  under p r e s e n t  law, i n  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  receiv-
i n g  more compensation and one r e c e i v i n g  l e s s  compensation. (see 
Table I V . )  

A s  provided by p r e s e n t  law, i n  c a l e n d a r  y e a r  1970, the 
s t a t e  w i l l  have c o n t r i b u t e d  $1,200 toward payment of t h e .  annual 
s a l a r y  o f  each o f  t h e  22 d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s .  The t o t a l  annual  
s t a t e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  i s  $26,400. 



Table I1 

Pro jec t ed  F i s c a l  Impact o f  D i s t r i c t  Attorneys! 
S a l a r i e s  on S t a t e  and County Budqets ' 

Calendar  Years 1970-1973 

Calendar  Calendar  Calendar  Ca lendar  
1970 1971 1972 1973 

Pa id  by Count ies  $213,100 $114,550 
( ~ i r s t6 
months) 

Paid  by S t a t e  $ 26,400 $ 26,400 
( ~ l ly e a r )  

$114,550 
(second 6 
months) 

T o t a l  S a l a r i e s  

However, a s  p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  Committee recommends 
t h a t ,  e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 1971, t h e  s t a t e  should  pay t h e  e n t i r e  
amount f o r  a l l  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s t  s a l a r i e s .  O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e  
Committee recommended t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  assume t h e  c o s t  o f  d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s '  s a l a r i e s  on t h e  same d a t e  t h a t  t h e  recommended s a l a r y  
i n c r e a s e  f o r  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  could c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  t a k e  
e f f e c t ,  i .e. ,  t h e  second Tuesday of  January ,  1973. But t h e  rec-
ommended i n c r e a s e s  f o r  a s s i s t a n t s  and d e p u t i e s  would become 
e f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 1971, and would be pa id  by c o u n t i e s  a lone ,  re -
s u l t i n g  i n  i nc rea sed  demands on county f i n a n c i a l  resources .  
The re fo re ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  p rov ide  some r e l i e f  t o  l o c a l  governments, 
t h e  Committee b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  assumption o f  d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s 1  s a l a r i e s  should  co inc ide  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  
t h e  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  a s s i s t a n t s  and depu t i e s .  

I n  1971, t h e  s t a t e  would pay t h e  $26,400 it would normally 
pay toward s a l a r i e s  i f  no change i n  law were made. But, due t o  
t h e  Committeev s recommendation. t h e  s t a t e  w i l l  a l s o  have t o  ap-
p r o p r i a t e  an add it i o n a l  $114,550 f o r  t h e  l a s t  skx  months of t h e  
year .  D h e  $114, 550 i s  50 pe rcen t  of  t h e  t o t a l  amount ($229,100) 
t h e  c o u n t i e s  woul d  have s t a t e  d i d  no t  assume s a l a -
ries o f  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e  

I n  ca l enda r  yea r  1972, t h e  s t a t e  would pay t h e  e n t i r e  ex-
i s t i n g  s a l a r y  schedule ,  o r  $255,500; and by 1973, t h e  f i rs t  y e a r  
o f  t h e  new s a l a r y  schedules ,  t h e  s t a t e  would have t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  
$481,000, which i s  approximately  $450,000 more p e r  year  than a t  
p r e s e n t .  



Table I1 p r e s e n t s  a breakdown of c o s t s  t o  s t a t e  and l o c a l  
governments for a f o u r  calendarmyear per iod.  Table 111, how- ' 

ever .  g i v e s  t h e  amounts t h e  s t a t e  would have t o  app rop r i a t e  f o r  
each-f i s c a l  y e a r  du r ing  t h e  f i v e  and one-half  y e a r s  the Commit-
t e e ' s  recommendations on d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s t  s a l a r i e s  would be 
i n  e f f e c t ,  Ju ly ,  1971 t o  January,  1977. 

Table 111 

S t a t e  Appropr ia t ions  Per  F i s c a l  Year Durinq 

Life of  B i l l .  Ju ly .  1971 t o  January.  1977 


Fiscal Year Appropr ia t ion 

1976 (~u ly -Dec .) 240;500 

T o t a l  Appropr ia t ions  $2,307,250 


I f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p r e sen t  annual c o n t r i b u t i o n  -- $26,400 --
were no t  changed d u r i n g  t h i s  same f i v e  and one-half y e a r  per iod ,  
t h e  s t a t e  would be r equ i r ed  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e  on ly  a t o t a l  of 
$145,200. Thus, t h e  Cornmitteefs recommendation on d i s t r i c t  a t -  
t o rneys '  s a l a r i e s  by January,  1977, w i l l  c o s t  t h e  s t a t e  approxi- 
mately $2.2 m i l l i o n  more than  under e x i s t i n g  law. 

Presen t  and Recommended S a l a r y  Schedules Compared. I n  
o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  comparison of s a l a  schedules  on a d i s t r i c t -
b y - d i s t r i c t  ba s i s .  Table IV (pp. 19-227provides  bo th  t h e  pres-  
e n t  and recommended s a l a r i e s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  and t h e i r  
a s s i s t a n t s  and depu t i e s .  

1970 D i s t r i c t  At torney Budqets. Table V of t h i s  r e p o r t  
(pp. 23-27 ) d e t a i l s  t h e  1970 budgets of t h e  s t a t e '  s 22 d i s t r i c t  
a t t o r n e y s '  o f f  i c e s  and t h e  i nd iv idua l  app rop r i a t i on  o f  each 
county wi th in  t h e  j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t .  Also inc luded  i n  Table V, 
i s  the populat ion of each j u d i c i a l  d i s t r i c t  and t h e  c o u n t i e s  
therein and t h e  per c a p i t a  expendi ture  for district attorneys'
off ices .  





Table I V  

COMPARISON OF PRESENT AND RECOMMENDED SALARY SCHEWLES lJ 

D i s t r i c t s  

1970 
Population 

Estimate 
U.S. Census 

D i s t r i c t  Attornev 
Present Recommended. 

Assistant 
D i s t r i c t  Attorney 

'Present Recommended 

Chief Deputy 
D i s t r i c t  Attorney 

Present Recommended 

Deputy 
D i s t r i c t  Attorney 

Present Recommended 3J 

1st Judicia l  D i s t r i c t  

Jefferson 
Clear Creek 
Gilpin 

$ 18,000 $23 ,500  $16,000 $20,000 $15,000 
7,000 
(PT) 

$19,000 $14,000 
7,000 (PT) 

$18,000 
1 0 , 0 0 O ( P ~ )  

2nd Jud ic ia l  D i s t r i c t  

Denver 

3rd Judicia l  D i s t r i c t  4J 

Las Animas 
Huerf ano 

I 
P 
9 
I 

4 th  Judicia l  D i s t r i c t  

E l  Paso 
Te l le r  

$14,000 
7,000 (PT) 

$18,000 
10,000 (PT)  

5 th  Jud ic ia l  D i s t r i c t  

Lake 
Eagle 
Summit 

6 th  Judicia l  D i s t r i c t  

La Plata 
Archuleta 
San Juan 

7 th  Judicia l  D i s t r i c t  

Montrose 
Delta 
Gunni son 
San Miguel 
Ouray 
Hinsdale 



Table I V  (Icontinued) 

Dis t r ic t s  

Population 
Estimate 

U.S. Census 
D i s t r i c t  Attorney 

Present Recommended 

Assistant-
Dis t r i c t  Attorney

7resent Xec~rnnended3/ 
- -  - -  Chief Deputy 

Dis t r ic t  Attornev 
Present Recormended 

Deputy 
Dis t r ic t  Attornoy 

Present Reco.mer.ded 

8th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  4J 90,378 $ 18,000 $ 23,500 $16.000. $20,000 

Larimer 
Jackson 

9th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  4J 

Garfield 
Pi tkin 
Rio Blanco 

25,353 

14.568 

$ 7,500. $21 ,000  $6 ,000  $20,000 
12,000 (PT) 

10th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  117,212 $ 18,000 $ 23,500 $16,000 $20,000 

Pueblo 117,212 

I 

B 

11th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  

Frernont 
Chaff ee 
Park 
Custer 

32,760 $ 7,500 $ 21,000 $ 6,000 $20,000 
12,000 (PT)  

12th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  36,373 $ 7,500 $ 21,000 $ 6,000 $20,000 
12,000 (PT) 

Alamosa 
Rio Grande 
Cone jos 
Saguache 
Cos t i l l a  
Mineral 

13th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  66,621 8 10,000 $ 23,500 $ 8,000 $20,000 

Morgan 
Logan 
Yuma 
Kit Carson 
Washington 
Phi l l ips  
Sedgwic k 



Dis t r ic t s  
I 

14th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  

Moffat 
Routt 
Grand 

15th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  

Prowers 
Baca 
Cheyenne 
Kiowa 

16th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  

Oteru 
Bent 
Crowley 

17th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  
I 

Adams 

18th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  

Arapahoe 
Douglas 
Lincoln 
Elbert  

19th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  4J 

Weld 

20th Judicial  D i s t r i c t  

Boulder 

21st Judicial  D i s t r i c t  

Mesa 

Table ZV (~on t i nued )  

1970 
Population 
Estimate 

U.S. Census 
D i s t r i c t  Attorney 

Present Fiecommended 

Assistant 
Dis t r ic t  Attorney 

Present Recommended a 
Chief Deputy

Di s t r i c t  Attorney 
Present Recommended 

Deputy
Di s t r i c t  Attorney 

Present- Recommended 9 
16,373 

22,714 

32,114 

187,787 

187,787 

178,974 

89,086 

89,086 

134,134 

134,134 

52,598 

52,598. 



Table I V  (cont inued)  

1970 
Populat ion A s s i s t a n t  Chief Deputy Deputy 

Estimate D i s t r i c t  Attorney D i s t r i c t  Attorney D i s t r i c t  Attorney D i s t r i c t  Attorney 
Distrkt s U.S. Censug P r e s e n t  Recommended Pr e s e n t  Recommended 2/ Presen t  Recornended -'Present  Re c  ornme nd ed 

22nd J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  14,154 $ 6,000 $U,OOO $ 4 , 5 0 0  $20,000 --- 419.000 $ 4,000 $18,000 
12,000 (PT) 10,ooo (PT) 

Montezuma 

Dolores 


T o t a l  S a l a r i e s  Paid 

T o t a l  Paid by S t a t e  

To ta l  Paid by Count ies  


1/ The s a l a r i e s  f o r  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  aye f i x e d  by s t a t u t e ,  b u t  t h e  s a l a r i e s  f o r  t h e  a s s i s t a n t ,  ch i e f  deputy,  and deputy d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  a r e  
t o  be determined wi th in  a s t a t u t o r y  maximum. 

3/ According t o  t h e  recommended b i l l ,  d i s t r i c t s  under 50,000 popu1a:lc-r may have a par t - t ime a s s i s t a n t  d i s t r i c t  a t torney .  

According t o  t h e  recommended b i l l ,  d i s t r i c t s  composed i n  p a r t  of a county o r  coun t i e s  of l e s s  than 25,000 popula t ion  may appoin t  one o r  more 
part- t ime deputy d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y s  t o  such county o r  count ies .  
Ce r t a in  d i s t r i c t s  due t o  popula t ion  changes from 1960 t o  1970 ( e s t i m a t e )  according t o  t h e  U.S. Census have s h i f t e d  i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  popula t ion  
ca t eoo r i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  caus ing  changes i n  s a l a r y  l e v e l s  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e  and s t a f f .  Thus, t h e  s a l a r i e s  shown i n  t h e  Table f o r  four 
d i s t r i c t s  a r e  those  t h a t  w i l l  probably  apply  i n  1971. when t h e  census becomes o f r i c i a l .  The s a l a r i e s  now i n  e f f e c t  f o r  each of  t he se  d i s -  

ru 
I 

t r i c t s ,  based on t h e  1960 census,  a r e  a s  fo l lows:  
'? Ass i s t an t  Chief  Deputy Deputy 

1960 Popula t ion  D i s t r i c t  Attornev D i s t r l c t  Attorney D i s t r i c t  Attorney D i s t r i c t  Attorney 

3nd J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Las Animas 

Huerf ano 7;867 


8 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Larlmer 

Jackson 


9 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Ga r f i e ld  

P i tk in  

Rio Blanco 


19th  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Weld 


To ta l  s a l a r i e s  shown are for 1971 and a r e  based upon 1970 popula t ion  e s t ima te s .  

The s t a t e  p r e s e n t l y  c o n t r i b u t e s  51.200 per v e a r  t o  t h e  annual  s a l a r y  of  each d i s t r i c t  a t torney .  E f f e c t i v e  J u l y  1, 1971, t h e  s t a t e  would 

assume county share  also. 

To be paid by s t a t e  a s  of  January,  1973. 




Table  V 


DISTRICT ATTORNEYS BUDGETS FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1970* 


(8)

Pe r  C a p i t a  

Par t - t ime  Rela ted  Tot  a 1  1970 U.S. Expendi ture
Fu l l - t ime  and O the r  Personnel  O the r  Calendar  Census Popu l a t i on  Es t imate  
S a l a r i e s  S a l a r i e s  Expenses lJ Expenses 9 1970 Budset  Es t imate  3/ ( 6 )  + ( 7 )D i s t r i c t s  

1st J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
J e t f e r s o n  
C l e a r  Creek 
G i lp in  

T o t a l s  

2nd J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
Denver 

3 rd  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
Las Animas 
Huerf ano 

T o t a l s  

4 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
E l  Paso 
T e l l e r  

T o t a l s  

5 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
k.' Lake 

Eagle
Summit 

T o t a l s  

6 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
La P l a t a  
Archuleta  
San Juan 

T o t a l s  

7 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
Montrose 
Del ta  
Gunnison 
San Miguel 
Ou ray  
Hinsdale 

T o t a l s  

*SOURCE: 1970 J u d i c i a l  and D i s t r i c t  At torney  Genera l  Fund Expenditures.  



Table V (cont inued)  

( 7 )  - ( 8 )  
, Per  Capi ta  

Part- t ime Rela ted  T o t a l  1970 U e S .  Expenditure 

and Other  Personriel Other  Calendar Census Populat ion 
S a l a r i e s  Expenses Expenses 1970 Budset Est imate 3/Ful l - t ime 

D i s t r i c t s  S a l a r i e s  

8 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Larimer 

Jackson 


To ta l s  

9 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Ga r f i e ld  

Rio Blanca 

P i t  k in  


To ta l s  

10 th  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Pueblo 


1 1 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Fremont 

Chaff ee 

Park 

Cus t e r  


To ta l s  

, 1 2 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  
Alamosa?? 	 Rio Grande 
Cone j o s  
Saguache 
C o s t i l l a  
Mineral 

To ta l s  

13 th  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Morgan 

Logan 

Yuma 

K i t  Carson 

Washington

P h i l l i p s 

Sedgwick 


To ta l s  

1 4 t h  J u d i c i a l  D i s t r i c t  

Mof f a t t  

Routt 

Grand 


To ta l s  



Table V (continued) 

( 8 )
Per Capita 

Part-time Related Total 1970 U.S. Expenditure 

D i s t r i c t s  
Full-time 
S a l a r i e s  

and Other 
Sa la r ies  

Personnel 
Expenses 

Other 
Expenses 3/ 

Calendar 
1970 Budqet 

Census Population 
Estimate 3/ 

Estimate 
( 6 )  + ( 7 )  

15th Jud ic ia l  D i s t r i c t  
Prowers $ 10,952 $ -- $ 1,000 $ 2,227 
Baca 7,268 -- 360 1,000 
Cheyenne 4,930 -- -- 466 
Kiowa 5.249 -- 1 350 

Totals $ 28,399 $ -- e F$m 
16th Jud ic ia l  Dis t r i c t  

Otero $ 26,044 3 2,540 $ 307 $ 11,823 
Bent 6,586 3,750 496 2,940 
Crowley -- 100 320 

Tot a1 s  $ 32,630 $ 6,390 $ 15,083 

17th Jud ic ia l  Dis t r i c t  

Adams $ 200,700 


18th Jud ic ia l  D i s t r i c t  
Arapahoe $ 57,305 3 90,600 $18,058 $ 28,491 
Douglas 13,813 -- 470 1,467 
Lincoln 8,244 -- 359 1,450 

I Elbert  5,738 - - 251 946 
h,
v1 Totals $ 85,100 9 90,600- $19,138 k 32,354 

19th Jud ic ia l  Dis t r i c t  
Weld $ 54,820 $ -- $ -- 3 10,680 

20th Jud ic ia l  Dis t r i c t  
Boulder 3 -169,441 3 -- $ -- $ 29,454 

21st Judicia l  D i s t r i c t  
Mesa 3 48,040 8 -- $ -- $ 4,463 

22nd Judicia l  D i s t r i c t  
Montezuma $ 21,837 3 3,000 $ 1,650 $ 11,030 
Dolores 3.485 --

Totals 251322 3 3,000 

Total of a l l  D i s t r i c t s  $2,300,375 $152,009 


Retirement, Social Securi ty ,  and Workmenrs Compensation. 

Office suppl ies ,  o ther  services  and charges, c a p i t a l  out lay,  and miscellaneous. 

U.S. Bureau of Census Preliminary 1970 Census Count, as revised 8/20/70. 


