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December 1, 1961 

To Members of t h e  F o r t y - t h i r d  Colorado  G e n e r a l  Assembly: 

A s  d i r e c t e d  by House J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 23, 
1961' r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  submi t s  t h e  
accompanying p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t  and  recommendations p repared  by 
t h e  committee a p p o i n t e d  t o  c o n s i d e r  a g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  
e l e c t i o n  laws of t h i s  s t a t e ,  

T h i s  r e p o r t  was a c c e p t e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  
C o u n c i l  a t  i t s  mee t ing  on November 30, 1961,  f o r  t r a n s m i s s i o n  
t o  t h e  F o r t y - t h i r d  G e n e r a l  Assembly, and t h e  Governor h a s  been 
r e q u e s t e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  changes  recommended among t h e  i t e m s  
f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  second r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  

~ a m e s b ,  Donnelly 
Chairman 

- iii -
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November 20, 1961 

S e n a t o r  James E m  Donnel ly ,  Chairman 

Co lo rado  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  

Room 341, S t a t e  C a p i t o l  

Denver 2,  Co lo rado  


Dear M r .  Chairman: 

I n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  t e r m s  of House J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  

No. 23 ,  1961 r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  Committee on E l e c t i o n  Laws i s  

s u b m i t t i n g  t h e  accompanying r e p o r t  o f  p r o g r e s s  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by 

t h e  C o u n c i l  and f o r  p o s s i b l e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  Genera l  Assembly. I t s  

f i n a l  r e p o r t ,  of c o u r s e ,  w i l l  n o t  be  completed u n t i l  n e x t  y e a r .  

The commi t t ee ' s  r e p o r t  i n c l u d e s  a  r e v i e w  of i t s  

a c t i v i t i e s  d u r i n g  1961 and t h e  s t a t u s  of  i t s  o v e r - a l l  a s s ignment ,  

i . e . ,  a  g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  l aws  of t h i s  s t a t e .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  committee h a s  made s p e c i f i c  recommendations f o r  a c t i o n  

by t h e  F o r t y - t h i r d  G e n e r a l  Assembly a t  i t s  second r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .  
1 

I f  t h e  commi t t ee ' s  recommendations meet w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  of t h e  

C o u n c i l ,  we would recommend f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  r e q u e s t  t h e  

Governor t h a t  t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  be  i n c l u d e d  by him f o r  a c t i o n  d u r i n g  

t h e  1962 s e s s i o n  and t h a t  a s u f f i c i e n t  number of c o p i e s  of t h e  r e p o r t  

be d u p l i c a t e d  f o r  t h e  members of t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly and o t h e r  

I i n t e r e s t e d  pe r sons .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

Ranger Rogers ,  Chairman 
Committee on E l e c t i o n  Laws 



FOREWORD 

The L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  was d i r e c t e d  by House J o i n t  
R e s o l u t i o n  No. 23 ,  1961 r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  Colorado 
e l e c t i o n  laws.  The r e s o l u t i o n  f u r t h e r  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a r e p o r t  of 
p r o g r e s s  be s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Second R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n  of  t h e  43rd 
Genera l  Assembly. 

To c a r r y  o u t  t h i s  a s s i g n m e n t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  committee 
was a p p o i n t e d :  S e n a t o r  Ranger Rogers ,  Chairman; S e n a t o r  James W. 
Mowbray, V i c e  chairman;  S e n a t o r s  R o b e r t  E. A l l e n  and E a r l  Wolvington; 
and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  J e a n  K. Bain ,  Raymond H. Black,  C h a r l e s  D. Byrne, 
Ben K l e i n ,  V i n c e n t  M a s s a r i ,  M. H. Morgan, and A l b e r t  J .  Tomsic. 

Most of  t h e  s t a f f  work t h u s  f a r  h a s  been devoted  t o  
p r e p a r i n g  a  g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  of t h e  e l e c t i o n  laws of  t h i s  s t a t e .  I t  
i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  s u g g e s t e d  r e v i s i o n s  and comments f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  
law a r t i c l e s  w i l l  b e  r e a d y  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by t h e  committee and 
o t h e r  i n t e r e s t e d  p e r s o n s  i n , e a r l y  1962 . '  

I n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h i s  u n d e r t a k i n g ,  t h e  s t a f f  h a s  been 
a b l y  a s s i s t e d  by M r .  Ken R u s s e l l  of  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ' s  O f f i c e ,  
M r .  Don Nicholson of t h e  Denver E l e c t i o n  Commission, Miss C l a i r  T. 
S i p p e l  of  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  R e f e r e n c e  O f f i c e ,  and many coun ty  c l e r k s  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s t a t e .  

Lyle  C. Kyle 
November 30, 1961 D i r e c t o r  
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PROGRESS REPORT BY COMMITTEE ON ELECTION LAWS 

House J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  No. 23,  1961 r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n ,  

d i r e c t e d  t h a t  a thorough  s t u d y  be  made of t h e  Colorado  e l e c t i o n  laws,  

i n c l u d i n g  any l aws  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t i n g  t o  e l e c t i o n s  b u t  which 

a r e  a f f e c t e d  t h e r e b y ,  w i t h  a view t o  improving and r e v i s i n g  a l l  of 

s a i d  laws.  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  

C o u n c i l  shou ld  r e p o r t  s o  much of  i t s  f i n d i n g s  and recommendations t o  

t h e  Second Regu la r  S e s s i o n  of t h e  F o r t y - t h i r d  G e n e r a l  Assembly, 

i n c l u d i n g  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a s  it may have comple ted ,  w i t h  a 

f i n a l  r e p o r t  t o  be  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  F o r t y - f o u r t h  G e n e r a l  Assembly. 

Consequen t ly ,  t h e  committee a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  t o  

c a r r y  o u t  a s t u d y  of o u r  e l e c t i o n  l aws  h a s  p r e p a r e d  t h i s  r e p o r t  of  

p r o g r e s s  f o r  p o s s i b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and u s e  i n  t h e  1962 r e g u l a r  

s e s s i o n .  

The f i r s t  mee t ing  of t h e  commit tee ,  which was h e l d  

June  1 2 ,  1961, was d e v o t e d  t o  a r r i v i n g  a t  committee p r o c e d u r e  t o  

e f f e c t u a t e  i t s  a s s i g n m e n t  and t o  c o n f e r r i n g  w i t h  a number of coun ty  

c l e r k s ,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Denver E l e c t i o n  Commission, and t h e  
I 

l o c a l  governmenta l  a f f a i r s  a n a l y s t  of t h e  Colorado  P u b l i c  E x p e n d i t u r e r  

C o u n c i l  on s p e c i f i c  problems e n c o u n t e r e d  by them under  o u r  e l e c t i o n  

laws.  The committee d e c i d e d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  i t s  e f f o r t s  d u r i n g  1961 

on t h o s e  problems where recommendations c o u l d  b e  made i n  t i m e  f o r  

I c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a t  t h e  1962 s e s s i o n  and t o  a t t e m p t  t o  comple te  a 
I 

g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  l aws  d u r i n g  1962 f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
I 

a t  t h e  1963 s e s s i o n .  



A number of  s p e c i f i c  p rob lems  o r  problem a r e a s  were  

r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  commi t t ee  a t  i t s  f i r s t  m e e t i n g .  Among t h e s e  were  

s u g g e s t e d  c h a n g e s  i n  f i v e  g e n e r a l  a r e a s :  ( 1 )  Uni form d e f i n i t i o n s  

f o r  words  and  p h r a s e s ;  ( 2 )  The s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  n o t i c e s  o f  

e l e c t i o n s ,  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  and  sample  b a l l o t s ;  ( 3 )  A r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  

s p e c i f i e d  o r  l i m i t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  law r e g a r d i n g  e l e c t i o n  

p r o c e d u r e s ;  ( 4 )  Improved i n d e x i n g  and  c r o s s - i n d e x i n g  o f  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  l a w s  f o r  more r a p i d  a c c e s s  t o  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n ;  and  

(5 )  C l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  l a n g u a g e  i n  s t a t u t e s .  More s p e c i f i c  p rob lems  

d i s c u s s e d  i n c l u d e d  p r e c i n c t  and  r u r a l  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  a b s e n t e e  v o t i n g ,  

a b s e n t e e  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  r e g i s t r a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e ,  r e s i d e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  

a s s i s t a n c e  t o  d i s a b l e d  v o t e r s ,  " p u r g i n g "  of  r e g i s t r a t i o n  l i s t s ,  u s e  

o f  v o t i n g  mach ines ,  and  t h e  u s e  o f  d a t a - p r o c e s s i n g  o r  key-punch 

mach ines .  

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  m e e t i n g ,  a s  i n s t r u c t e d  by t h e  commi t t ee ,  

t h e  cha i rman  s e n t  l e t t e r s  t o  a l l  c o u n t y  cha i rmen  i n  e a c h  p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y  s e e k i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  p r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  by them u n d e r  

o u r  e l e c t i o n  l a w s  a s  w e l l  a s  s u g g e s t e d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h o s e  problems.  

Whi l e  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  was  n o t  overwhelming ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

t h e  commi t t ee  n o t e d  good s u g g e s t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e p l i e s  r e c e i v e d ,  and  

t h e s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  p l u s  some o f  t h e  c h a n g e s  recommended p r e v i o u s l y  

formed t h e  agenda  f o r  t - h e  c o m m i t t e e ' s  s econd  m e e t i n g  which  was h e l d  

O c t o b e r  13, 1961. 

Some 2 0  recommended c h a n g e s  were  c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  

commi t t ee  d u r i n g  i t s  O c t o b e r  13-meet ing.  F o r  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  

recommendat ions  t h e  commi t t ee  a g r e e d  t h a t  some c h a n g e s  were  m e r i t e d ;  



however, t h e  committee d i d  no t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  many changes needed t o  

be made i n  t h e  1962 s e s s i o n  bu t  i n s t e a d  could be incorpora ted  i n  t h e  

commit tee 's  g e n e r a l  r e v i s i o n  which w i l l  be prepared f o r  cons ide ra t ion  

i n  1963. On t h e  o t h e r  hand, a few recommendations were f e l t  t o  

deserve  t h e  immediate a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  General  Assembly i n  i t s  next  

s e s s i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  1962 g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  

I n  t h i s  connec t ion ,  t h e  committee sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  

fo l lowing  s t a t u t o r y  changes be cons idered  i n  t h e  Second Regular 

Sess ion  of t h e  F o r t y - t h i r d  General  Assembly: 

P r e c i n c t  R e q i s t r a t i o n  -- The committee 

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

should be o p t i o n a l  a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  

of t h e  board of county commissioners o r  

e l e c t i o n  commission and t h a t  Sec t ion  

49-6-3, 1960 Permanent Supplement t o  

1953 Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s ,  should 

be amended t o  so provide.  The county 

c l e r k s  r e p o r t  t h a t  p r e c i n c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

i s  no t  warranted i n  many c o u n t i e s  

when t h e  c o s t  t he reo f  i s  compared t o  

t h e  number of v o t e r s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  

t h i s  manner. 



Absentee R e s i s t r a t i o n  -- The committee 

recommends t h a t  t h e  absen t ee  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

p r o v i s i o n  ( S e c t i o n  49-6-15, 1960 

Permanent Supplement t o  1953 Colorado 

Revised S t a t u t e s )  be cons ide red  i n  t h e  

1962 s e s s i o n  w i t h  a view t o  r e s t r i c t i n g  

t h e  u se  t he reo f  so  a s  t o  p reven t  abuses .  

R e s i s t r a t i o n  Deadl ine  -- The committee 

recommends amending S e c t i o n  49-6-14, 1953 

Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s ,  t o  a l l o w  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  up t o  20 ca l enda r  days  

p r i o r  t o  an  e l e c t i o n .  The p r e s e n t  

requirement  a l l o w s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  up t o  

15 days  p r i o r  t o  an e l e c t i o n  and 

o f f i c i a l s  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t o o  

s h o r t  a t ime t o  g e t  ready  f o r  t h e  

e l e c t i o n .  

Time f o r  F i l i n q  Sta tement  of  Campaiqn 

Expenses -- A t  p r e s e n t ,  S e c t i o n  49-21-7, 

1953 Colorado Revised S t a t u t e s ,  

p rov ides  t h a t  c a n d i d a t e s  must f i l e  a  

s t a t emen t  of expenses w i t h i n  30 days  

a f t e r  any "pub l i c "  e l e c t i o n .  Th i s  

p r o v i s i o n  should be changed t o  "any 

e l e c t i o n  excep t  a primary e l e c t i o n  a s  

provided i n  49-4-32. " 



C h a l l e n q e  o f  V o t e r s  -- The g e n e r a l  

c h a l l e n g e  l aw  s h o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  

i n c l u d e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n  

( S e c t i o n  49-10-9,  1953 C o l o r a d o  

R e v i s e d  S t a t u t e s )  and  t o  r e q u i r e  a n  

o a t h  a s  t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  a d d i t i o n  

t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  o a t h  o f  a c h a l l e n g e d  

v o t e r  ( S e c t i o n  49-10-10, 1953 

C o l o r a d o  R e v i s e d  s t a t u t e s ) .  S u g g e s t e d  

q u e s t i o n s  t o  be  a d d e d  t o  S e c t i o n  

49-10-9 a r e :  ( 1 )  Are you a r e g i s t e r e d  

v o t e r  i n  t h i s  p r e c i n c t ?  ( 2 )  I f  s o ,  

, when and  where  d i d  you r e g i s t e r ?  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c o u n t y  c l e r k s  o r  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  commission s h o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  

t o  t u r n  o v e r  a l l  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e  

d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

and  a p p r o p r i a t e  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  30 

d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Each 

c h a l l e n g e  would b e  a c o m p l a i n t  by t h e  

c h a l l e n g e r ,  w i t h  r e a s o n s  g i v e n  

t h e r e f o r .  The c h a l l e n g e r ,  a s  w e l l  

a s  t h e  p e r s o n  c h a l l e n g e d ,  s h o u l d  be  

r e q u i r e d  t o  g i v e  o a t h .  



R e q i s t r a t i o n  Book Chanqe -- I n  o r d e r  t o  

r e d u c e  p o s s i b l e  c o n f u s i o n  r e s u l t i n g  

from r e g i s t e r e d  e l e c t o r s  v o t i n g  a b s e n t e e  

and t o  promote more e f f i c i e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  

a t  t h e  r e g u l a r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s ,  coun ty  

c l e r k s  o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  commission 

shou ld  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  add a  page i n  

t h e  back of  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  book f o r  

each  p r e c i n c t  on which would be 

r e c o r d e d  t h e  names of p e r s o n s  whose 

r e g i s t r a t i o n  s h e e t s  have been removed 

because  t h e y  have r e c e i v e d  a b s e n t e e  

b a l l o t s .  T h i s  l i s t  would remain i n  ' 

t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  book so t h a t  

p r e c i n c t  judges  c o u l d  r e f e r  t o  it 

on e l e c t i o n  day.  It  would be  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  l i s t  d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  

m i n o r i t y  judge  of  t h e  a b s e n t  v o t e r s '  

p o l l i n g  p l a c e  a s  p rov ided  i n  S e c t i o n  

49-11-2 ( 4 ) .  1960 Permanent Supplement 

t o  1953 Colorado  Revised  S t a t u t e s .  

E a r l i e r  P r i n t i n g  of  B a l l o t s  -- The 

committee recommends amending t h e  

s t a t u t o r y  t i m e  l i m i t s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  

t i m e s  f o r  h o l d i n g  p a r t y  a s s e m b l i e s ,  

f o r  a c c e p t i n g  nomina t ions ,  and f o r  

c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of c a n d i d a t e s  by t h e  



S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  s o  a s  t o  p e r m i t  

p r i n t i n g  of o f f i c i a l  b a l l o t s  one week 

e a r l i e r .  Under p r e s e n t  t i m e  l imits,  

t h e  o f f i c i a l  b a l l o t s  c a n n o t  b e  p r i n t e d  

e a r l y  enough t o  e n s u r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  

f o r  a l l  a b s e n t e e  v o t e r s  t o  r e c e i v e ,  

v o t e ,  and r e t u r n  t h e i r  b a l l o t s .  

D e a d l i n e  f o r  Absentee  B a l l o t  A p p l i c a t i o n s  --
The d e a d l i n e  i n  S e c t i o n  49-11-2 ( 1 1 ,  1960 

Permanent Supplement t o  1953 Colorado  

Rev i sed  S t a t u t e s ,  f o r  f i l i n g  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a b s e n t e e  b a l l o t s  

s h o u l d  be changed from.12:OO noon on 

S a t u r d a y  t o  t h e  c l o s e  of  b u s i n e s s  on 

F r i d a y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  Such 

a  change w i l l  r e l i e v e  t h e  coun ty  c l e r k s  

i n  o u r  mountainous c o u n t i e s  from 

some of t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  now e x p e r i e n c e d  

i n  hav ing  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  books 

d e l i v e r e d  t o  a l l  p r e c i n c t s  w i t h i n  

t h e  coun ty  p r i o r  t o  7:00 a.m. on 

e l e c t i o n  day. 

A s  i t s  f i n a l  recommendation a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  committee 

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly shou ld  submit  t o  t h e  peop le  a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment which would p r o v i d e  t h a t  r e s i d e n c e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p e r s o n s  v o t i n g  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  and V i c e  P r e s i d e n t  of 

t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  p r o v i d e d  by law r a t h e r  t h a n  



t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  which  s t a t e s  t h a t  an  e l e c t o r  i n  

C o l o r a d o  must "have r e s i d e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t w e l v e  months  immed ia t e ly  

p r e c e d i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a t  which h e  o f f e r s  t o  v o t e ,  and  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  

c i t y ,  town,  ward ,  o r  p r e c i n c t ,  s u c h  time a s  may b e  p r e s c r i b e d  by 

l a w , "  I f  such  a n  amendment were  a d o p t e d ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  Assembly 

c o u l d  p- rovide  l e s s e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p e r s o n s  v o t i n g  f o r  t h e s e  two 

n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e r s ,  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  s p e c i f i c  l a n g u a g e  shou ld  b e  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a s  a  

r e q u i s i t e  t o  v o t i n g  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e r e  would b e  no q u e s t i o n  on 

t h i s  p o i n t .  

I n  c o n c l u d i n g  t h i s  p r o g r e s s  r e p o r t ,  t h e  commi t t ee  would 

l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  C o u n c i l  h a s  

r ev i ewed  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  a r t i c l e s  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n  l aw  c h a p t e r  and 

h a s  p r e p a r e d  s u g g e s t e d  r e v i s i o n s  and  c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  commi t t ee  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  p r o c e s s  c a n  b e  comple t ed  f o r  

a l l  a r t i c l e s  by e a r l y  S p r i n g  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  commi t t ee  c a n  b e g i n  

c o p c e n t r a t e d  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  a t  t h a t  time on a  c o m p l e t e  r e c o d i f i c a t i o n  

o f  a l l  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  l a w s  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  F o r t y - f o u r t h  

G e n e r a l  Assembly i n  J a n u a r y ,  1963, 



SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 


BY SENATORS 

SUBMITTING TO THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

AN AMENDMENT T0,SECTION 1 OF ARTICLE V I I  OF THE CONSTI- 

TUTION OF THE STATE*OF COLORADO, RELATING TO QUALIFICA- 

TIONS OF VOTERS AT ELECTIONS, AND PROVIDING THAT THE 

GENERAL ASSEMBLY MAY BY LAW EXTEND TO CITIZENS OF THE 

UNITED STATES WHO HAVE RESIDED I N  COLORADO LESS THAN ONE 

YEAR, THE RIGHT TO VOTE FOR PRESIDENTIAL AND VICE-PRESI-

DENTIAL ELECTCRS . 
-Be 2 Resolved the S e n a t e  of the F o r t v - t h i r d  G e n e r a l  

Assembly of the S t a t e  of Colorado ,  the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

c o n c u r r i n q  h e r e i n  : 

SECTION 1. A t  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  members of 

t h e  g e n e r a l  a s sembly ,  t h e r e  s h a l l  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  q u a l i f i e d  

e l e c t o r s  of t h e  s t a t e  of Co lo rado ,  f o r  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l  o r  r e -

j e c t i o n ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  amendment t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  

s t a t e  of Co lo rado ,  t o - w i t :  

S e c t i o n  1 of a r t i c l e  V I I  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  

of C o l o r a d o  i s  he reby  amended t o  r e a d :  

S e c t i o n  1. Every c i t i z e n  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  who s h a l l  

have a t t a i n e d  t h e  age  of twenty-one y e a r s ,  s h a l l  have r e s i d e d  

i n  t h i s  s t a t e  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  one y e a r  n e x t  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

a t  which he o f f e r s  t o  v o t e ,  and i n  t h e  c o t ~ n l y ,  c i t y ,  town, ward,  

o r  p r e c i n c t  such  t i m e  a s  may be  p r e s c r i b e d  by law, and who 



s h a l l  have been d u l y  r e g i s t e r e d  a s  a  v o t e r  i f  r e q u i r e d  by law, 

s h a l l  be q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  i n  any e l e c t i o n ;  p r o v i d e d ,  t h a t  

t h e  g e n e r a l  assembly may by law ex tend  t o  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  who have r e s i d e d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  l e s s  t h a n  one 

y e a r ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  f o r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  and v i c e - p r e s i d e n t i a l  

e l e c t o r s .  

SECTION 2. Each e l e c t o r  v o t i n g  a t  s a i d  e l e c t i o n  and 

d e s i r o u s  of v o t i n g  f o r  o r  a g a i n s t  t h e  s a i d  amendment s h a l l  

c a s t  h i s  v o t e  a s  p rov ided  by law e i t h e r  "Yes" o r  I1No" on t h e  

p r o p o s i t i o n :  @@An a r t i c l e  V I I  ofamendment t o  s e c t i o n  1 of 

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e  of Co lo rado ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  q u a l i -  

f i c a t i o n s  of v o t e r s  a t  e l e c t i o n s ,  and p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  

assembly  may by law e x t e n d  t o  c i t i z e n s  of t h e  U n i t e s  S t a t e s  who 

have r e s i d e d  i n  Colorado  l e s s  t h a n  one y e a r ,  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  

f o r  p r e s i d e n t i a l  and v i c e - p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t o r s . "  

SECTION 3, The v o t e s  c a s t  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o r  r e j e c t i o n  

of s a i d  amendment s h a l l  b e  canvassed and t h e  r e s u l t  de te rmined  

i n  t h e  manner p rov ided  by law f o r  t h e  c a n v a s s i n g  of v o t e s  f o r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  Congress ,  and i f  a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  e l e c t o r s  

v o t i n g  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  s h a l l  have v o t e d  "Yesm, t h e  s a i d  amend- 

ment s h a l l  become a  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  

Note t o  committee:  	 The g e n e r a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of v o t e r s  a s  s e t  
f o r t h  i n  t h e  above amendment, e s p e c i a l l y  a s  
t o  r e g i s t r a t i o n  of v o t e r s ,  was t a k e n  from t h e  
new c o n s t i t u t i o n  of Hawaii. 


