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ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN

INTRODUCTION

This report contains a summary of public involvement efforts associated with the second
US 50 Access Management Plan Open House. The purpose of the open house was to
share the study team’s final recommendations for future changes to US 50 access. The
recommendations were based on the study team’s assessment of existing and proposed
access points on US 50 and consideration of public comments provided at the first and
second open houses.

Members of the project team, including representatives from the Colorado Department of
Transportation, the City of Grand Junction, Mesa County, and PBS&J, were on hand to
address the public’s questions and concerns.

The open house format allowed people to come and go at their convenience and provided
opportunities for people to speak with project team members one-on-one. Assistance for
people with disabilities was offered upon request. Project information was presented
through a combination of display boards, roll plots, brochures, and a DVD video.

Attendees began the open house by registering at a sign-in table, where a staff member
collected their contact information. Display boards were placed around the room,
covering various aspects of the study. Large study area maps displaying the
recommendations for future changes to US 50 access points were also on display.
Attendees were able to use Post-it notes to provide comments on both the boards and the
maps. A video presentation providing an overview of access management was played
throughout the evening. Tables were available for attendees to sit and complete their
comment forms and enjoy refreshments.

The meeting date, time, and location were as follows:

Date: August 26, 2008
Time: 4-7 p.m.
Location: Mesa County Fairgrounds

2785 US Highway 50, Grand Junction, CO

There were 42 people in attendance, excluding project team members. (See Appendix
A for the sign-in sheets.)
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INFORMATION PRESENTED
The following materials were available at the open house (see Appendix B):

Handouts
1. Comment Form
2. Brochure: Benefits of Access Management (Federal Highway Administration)

DVD Video

Access Management Overview (Federal Highway Administration, May 1997)
(Note: This video is not available in the appendix)

Display Materials

1. Boards
2. Recommendation Maps

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

Several communication tools were utilized to notify the public of the open house (see
Appendix C):

Post Card — The post card served as an invitation to attend the open house. The post card
was mailed to residents, property owners, local agencies, and businesses within the study
area. The post card mailing list contained over 2,100 addresses.

Web site — The project Web site, www.US50Access.com, provided the date, time, and
location of the open house and also provided an overview of the study.

Print Advertisements — Open house print advertisements were published as follows:
Daily Sentinel: August 14, 2008; August 26, 2008
Free Press: August 14, 2008; August 26, 2008

Press Release — A press release was developed and distributed to media outlets
throughout the corridor.
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COMMENTS RECEIVED

Comment

Is there a method to provide access from Businesses on the west side of I-70 to the
north businesses?

Shared curb cuts between businesses can cause turmoil between businesses.

Close I-70 and open Access # 52 to create a cross access to Access # 57

It is impossible to park in from of a building with no curb cuts.

Move Access # 191 east to provide access to the adjacent properties.

The left turn is too sharp for motor homes on Access # 86.

Near 29 Road, there are two lights too close together, therefore make 29 Road
signalized.

Extend Frontage Road from 29 V4 to Sundance Dr. Hwy 50 light because it is too far
of a distance from 29 % Road to 30 Road.

Move Access # 173 southwest to make access for Access # 129 and Access # 130 at
the corner of 29 ¥4 Road.

A V2 east to 30 Road to get to signal.

Is there any chance of providing an interchange at 30 Road?

NEXT STEPS

The project web site will continue to provide the display boards and recommendation
maps. The project team will consider questions and comments provided by the public
during the second open house.

Open House #2 I ——
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WELCOME

to the

US 50
Access Management Plan
Final Open House

Purpose of tonight’s meeting:
¢ Review the study’s purpose and objectives
¢ Present the final Access Management Plan

¢ Discuss the next steps in the plan process

Study team members wearing name badges can answer
your questions and listen to your comments.

Please take a moment to complete a comment form
before you leave.

THANK YOU
WE APPRECIATE YOUR PARTICIPATION

PLEASE SIGN IN.

COUNTY

D07 Grand Junction @ MESA
((‘_‘___ COLORADO
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What is an access management plan?

Any intersection or driveway along a roadway is called an access
point. The purpose of an access management plan is to determine
what access points will be allowed, where they will be located, and
what kinds of traffic movements will be allowed at each one.

What are the goals of the access management plan?

+ Provide appropriate level of access to properties adjacent to the
highway

¢ Provide for the safe and efficient flow of traffic

Who is conducting the study?
¢ CDOT, Mesa County, and the City of Grand Junction

2 i : MESA
07 G([_a(gd Junction @ COUNTY




The study area is from north of Grand Mesa Avenue
to SH 141 in Whitewater, a distance of about 8.6 miles.

/ Patterson Rd

/

@ @
Q

E. North Ave

Junction

B E. North Ave

.— Colorado River Bridge
Grand Mesa Ave

B1/2Rd

141

Mesa
County
Fairgrounds

Grand Junction
and junction
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2229 US 50 ExisTING AND FUTURE
CONDITIONS

Highway Characteristics:

¢ (Classified as an urban principal highway from north of
Grand Mesa Avenue to 31 Road and a regional highway from

31 Road to SH 141

¢ Designed to accommodate medium to high speeds and traffic
volumes

+ Service to through traffic movements has priority over providing
direct access to properties

Note: Preferred spacing between full movement intersections is 1/2 mile

Existing Access Conditions:
+ Study area contains 165 access points

¢ 61 accesses do not have turn restrictions and 104 accesses have
turning restrictions of some kind

¢ Access points are 26% roads and 74% driveways

Future Access Conditions:
+ Allow 68 access points under ultimate conditions

¢ 16 accesses will be allowed as full-movement and 52 accesses will
have turning restrictions

¢ 118 accesses will ultimately be closed, either when a roadway
improvement project occurs or when a property redevelops

. e ‘ MESA
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= TYPES OF ACCESS

Right-in, Right-out

¢ Only right turns are allowed

E— 2 Traﬁ_‘ic median prevents left turns and
straight movements — these movements
@ f must be completed at another
intersection

3/4 Movement

¢ Right-in, right-out and left-in are allowed

¢ Traffic median prevents left-out and
-<Z - | straight movements — these movements
:\\V ,( must be completed at another

intersection

Full Movement

¢ All movements in all directions
are allowed

I‘%ﬁ_- \\\

)
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UsS 50
& ACCESS MANAGEMENT
METHODS

Access Elimination

+ Access to local properties through
secondary roadways

¢ (Consolidate number of access locations
where vehicles may enter or exit highway

¢ Reduce the number of conflict points

Access Conversion with Median Treatment

¢ Eliminate some or all turning movements

¢ Reduce the number of conflicts between left
turning vehicles and through vehicles on the

highway

+ Align opposite approaches

+ (Create a more familiar intersection design

+ Consolidate adjacent access points into one
location

+ The number of conflict points are reduced

Location of potential future traffic signals will be established as part of the Access Management Plan

Grand Junction @ MEON
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2229 Access MANAGEMENT PLAN
PROCESS

+ Study, propose and accept the final plan configuration

+ Prepare an Intergovernmental Agreement between
CDOT, Mesa County, and Grand Junction

+ Specify how elements of the plan can be changed in the
future, if necessary

+ Sign the Intergovernmental Agreement and adopt the
plan

+ Present to the Colorado Transportation Commission
and get approval from the CDOT Chief Engineer so the
plan becomes law

+ Continuing coordination between CDOT and the
communities in the corridor to ensure proper
implementation of the plan in the future

||/
2 |||
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ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN

PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

+ Access Management Plan is a long range vision
for US 50

+ Implementation will occur over time based on:
+ Traffic needs
+ Safety needs
+ Available funding
+ Redevelopment

+ There are currently no planned state or federal projects

or identified funding for improvements to US 50 that
would change access in the near future

I
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UsS 50
% BENEFITS OF THE
ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Access Management Plan provides several benefits to the overall
operations and safety along the US 50 corridor. The following is a
summary of the potential improvements and benefits.

Improve Traffic Flow
+ The number of access points is reduced.
+ Signal spacing conforms to the access code.

Reduce Traffic Conflicts
+ Reduction in the number of conflict points.
+ Median cross over points are eliminated at non-critical locations.

Improve Traffic Safety

+ The potential of high-speed rear-end, broadside, and sideswipe
accidents is reduced.

+ More vehicles enter and exit the highway by making right turns,
which are safer than left turns.

Provide Adequate Access to Adjacent Land Uses
+ All properties have access to US 50 or the secondary street system

+ Better use of the secondary street system or shared access
locations to prove access to adjacent land uses.

The Access Management Plan meets the established goals for the
project by improving traffic flow, reducing the number of conflicts,
improving traffic safety, and providing adequate access to the adjacent
land uses.

0T Grand Junction @MESA
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UsS 50
22 Srupy TIMELINE

* Project Initiation

Data
Collection

Initial Public Open House
November 15, 2007

Traffic Analysis
Access Management
Analysis

2nd Public Open House
April 3, 2008

Final Traffic Study and
Access Management Plan

3rd Public Open House
August 26, 2008

Intergovernmental Agreement
and Adoption Process

. w . MESA
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THANK YOU!

The project team would like to thank you for your
participation in the US 50 Access Management Plan.

For information on the project or to make additional
comments, please go to:

www.US50Access.com

or contact:

US 50 Access Management Plan
c/0 David Millar
Consultant Project Manager
PBS&J
4601 DTC Blvd., Ste. 700
Denver, CO 80237

800-497-5529
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Summary
Open House #2
April 3, 2008

ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN

Appendix C: Public Notification



ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN

Please join us at our
FINAL open house:

Tuesday, August 26, 2008

Anytime from
4:00 - 7-00 p.m.

Mesa County Fairgrounds

Community Building
Main Room

2785 US Highway 50
Grand Junction, CO

US 50 Access Management Plan
Project Update and
Final Recommendations

The study team has assessed the existing and proposed
intersections and driveways (access points) on US 50
between Grand Mesa Avenue and SH 141 (Whitewater),
has considered public comments provided at our first
and second open houses, and is now ready to share the
final recommendations for future changes that will be
identified in the US 50 Access Management Plan.

Public input is welcomed and encouraged.

Learn more at www.US50Access.com

or contact:

Alisa Babler, P.E.

Permit Unit Engineer

Colorado Department of Transportation, Region 3
222 South 6th St., Rm. 100

Grand Junction, CO 81501

970-683-6287



DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Grand Junction
Join us at the

US 50 Access

Management Plan

Open House and see our

FINAL recommendations

for future changes to

US 50 access.

Reasonable accommodations provided
upon request for people with disabilities.
Contact Stephen Harris at 800-497-5529.



ACCESS MAMAGEMENT PLAN

You are invited to the FINAL
US 50 Access Management Plan Open House

An Access Management Plan for US Highway 50 from north of Grand Mesa Avenue to SH 141
(Whitewater) is being prepared by the Colorado Department of Transportation, Mesa County, and
the City of Grand Junction.

The study team has assessed existing and proposed intersections and driveways (access points) on
US 50, has considered public comments provided at the first and second open houses, and is now
ready to share the final recommendations for future changes that will be identified in the

US 50 Access Management Plan.

Open House 812 Rd Orchard
Tuesday, August 26, 2008 Wesa
Anytime from 4:00 p.m. —7:00 p.m.
Mesa County Fairgrounds Cichesd]Mess) ﬁ
Community Building, Main Room -
2785 US Highway 50 "ggsrag:-“_ ounty
Grand Junction Ysig,

& .4 ©Google Maps

Lig:
Fign

For more information, contact:
Alisa Babler, P.E.
Permit Unit Engineer
Colorado Department of Transportation, Region 3
alisa.babler@dot.state.co.us ® 970-683-6287

Reasonable accommodations will be provided upon request for people with disabilities.
If you require specific accommodations contact Stephen Harris at 1-800-497-5529.

Project Partners:



oT

News From "__‘ —]
The Colorado Department vy ——

N DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Of Transportation

www.dot.state.co.us
www.us50access.com

August 11, 2008

Contact: Nancy Shanks, CDOT Public Relations Manager, (970) 385-1428

PUBLIC INVITED TO FINAL
US 50 ACCESS MANAGEMENT PLAN OPEN HOUSE

We’re Studying Your Access to US 50!

MESA COUNTY - The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT), Mesa
County, and the City of Grand Junction are inviting residents to the final open
house regarding the Access Management Plan being developed for US Highway
50, from north of Grand Mesa Avenue in Grand Junction to State Highway 141 in
Whitewater.

The open house will be held Tuesday, August 26, 2008 at the Mesa County
Fairgrounds, Community Building, Main Room, located at 2785 US Highway 50
in Grand Junction. People can attend anytime between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Representatives from CDOT, Mesa County, the City of Grand Junction, and their
consultant, PBS&J, will be available to address questions or concerns about the
plan.

The study team has assessed existing and proposed intersections and driveways
(access points) on US 50, has considered public comments provided at the first
and second open houses, and is now ready to share the final recommendations
for future changes that will be identified in the US 50 Access Management Plan.
Informational boards explaining the plan’s goals and objectives, and maps
identifying the plan’s recommendations will be on display at the meeting.
Additional information is available on the project Web site:
http://www.us50access.com/.

Reasonable accommodations will be provided for persons with disabilities.
Please call Stephen Harris at PBS&J, (800) 497-5529, if you require such
assistance.

Hi##
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US 50 Access Management Plan

AGCESS MANAGEIENT PLAN Public Open House #3 Comment Form

Tuesday, August 26, 2008 * 4:00-7:00 P.M.

Mesa County Fairgrounds

Name g/zl/%r\/ Rusene
Address AN A P A

Y. (o 45l
PhoneIE-maﬁii?D) 256~ 4058 / bfl"ifﬁ“@/ﬂ_\ by org

1. After reviewing the information presented at tonight's meeting, what are your overall thoughts about the
recommended future changes to US 50 access between Grand Mesa Ave. and SH 1417
—_ Clomibigpart  oVeTiar v AESS  AwTt  lwiwm s THE  Gof)
- M Sigva @ Suroancs /e 7
(.7 F @Al o Movtmgnt™s [P 29 eoke  [Maven  Cooniose /)
00 movy  Cuogk o ~ AP caom 81 O
BAST gouwo ot SO

2. Do you own property with direct access to US 507 Yes

If yes, please provide the property address(es) (if different than above):

3. Where do you access US 507 From Cm Sger (Q?WW ’V/)

4., How often do you drive the US 50 corridor? (circle one) Daily Weekly Monthly Rarely This was my 1* time

. How did you hear about this meeting? Via E-MmaAnL

(&)

OVER ——»



US 50 Access Management Plan

Public Open House #3 Comment Form
Tuesday, August 26, 2008 ¢ 4:00-7:00 P.M.

Mesa County Fairgrounds

Additional comments: TNELE (8 g enfmT oF S A o
FUTURE _ANS  Ust A0V (gup  Boipep ) D
Cend (ool A wltl  pn A AR OF
TRE  ComPilygnvei P LAnd  JSEX o
TUE LefPDL_,

[V (EMENT Ao (el EEFIJIRE muen  (awen Amor:

For more information, contact:

US 50 Access Management Plan
cfo Dave Millar
Consultant Project Manager
PBS&J
4601 DTC Blvd., Ste. 700
Denver, CO 80237
800-497-5529

Please place in comment box or mail fo address above.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION





