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The 2008 SCORP Strategic Plan provides a fi ve-year framework for addressing priority outdoor recreation issues 
and infl uences to accomplish the vision outlined by the SCORP Steering Committee.  The Steering Committee 
developed the plan based on input and an analysis of outdoor recreation issues and needs collected through 

components of the 2008 SCORP planning process.  Data was also incorporated from the 2007 Colorado Public Survey 
(Appendix A) and 2007 Local Government Survey (Appendix B).  The plan includes prioritized goals, objectives, and 
supporting actions that, when executed, will address critical outdoor recreation issues in Colorado.

7.1  Implementing the Strategic Plan

Implementation of the SCORP Strategic Plan will require coordinated efforts by Colorado’s many federal, state, and 
local recreation providers, recreation non-profi t interest groups, private industry constituents, and policy makers.  
The intent of the Strategic Plan is to help guide and prioritize recreation planning based on the following goals and 
objectives developed by the 2008 SCORP Steering Committee.  Additional “supporting actions” which will help 
achieve these goals and objectives are highlighted in Tables 87-91. 

Goal 1: Address and/or minimize the potential negative effects of environmental change on 
recreation and tourism. 

Objective 1.1.  Develop a better understanding of how climate change may impact recreation and tourism in • 
Colorado.

Objective 1.2.  Lessen the impact of future climate change on Colorado’s recreation and tourism economy • 
while dealing with some of the impacts that are likely to occur.  

Objective 1.3.  Support efforts to mitigate and manage wildfi re and infestations (e.g., bark beetle and • 
non-native invasive species) that will impact the overall quality of Colorado’s recreation opportunities.

Goal 2:  Assess, understand, and adapt to the growing demands and changing recreation and 
tourism preferences of residents and visitors.

Objective 2.1.  Understand the recreation and tourism preferences associated with growing market segments.• 

Objective 2.2.  Identify and coordinate strategies to evaluate appropriate levels and types of service for • 
expanding user groups.

Objective 2.3. Implement the steps necessary to meet changing recreation user demands.• 
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Goal 3:  Promote outdoor recreation as a means of improving public health among Coloradans, 
particularly youth.

Objective 3.1.  Integrate efforts committed to fostering the connection between public health and outdoor • 
recreation.

Objective 3.2. Develop new policies and initiatives to increase participation in outdoor recreation• 

Objective 3.3.  Implement a statewide educational and awareness campaign to encourage people to be more • 
active by enjoying Colorado’s outdoors.

Goal 4:  Address funding challenges associated with maintaining and managing Colorado’s 
outdoor recreation resources.

Objective 4.1.  Determine specifi c funding shortfalls for recreation management partners and identify • 
potential solutions.

Objective 4.2.  Educate the public and decision makers about funding needs and the benefi ts of outdoor • 
recreation to generate support for implementing strategies. 

Objective 4.3.  Improve the tracking of local, regional, and statewide recreation demands, economic activity • 
generated by outdoor recreation, and current funding initiatives and needs.  

Goal 5:  Suffi ciently account for outdoor recreation needs in local, regional, and statewide 
planning efforts.

Objective 5.1.  Further integrate outdoor recreation and public land interests within community and regional • 
land use planning. 

Objective 5.2. Incorporate outdoor recreation and public lands into local, regional, and state planning • 
processes.

Objective 5.3. Ensure that recreation interests are represented in future planning and permitting processes • 
relevant to major land use decisions.
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Recommended Timeframe • — May include a suggested time of year (typically seasonal). These are only 
noted for top-tier (three-star) priority actions (see description below).

Priority Level • — Approximate priority level of the supporting action.  Given limited time, staff, and 
organizational resources, top-tier priorities should be considered fi rst in terms of implementation. Top-tier 
priorities are denoted by three stars ( ), second-tier priorities are denoted by two stars ( ), and 
third-tier (lower priorities) are denoted by one star ( ).

For each suggested action outlined in Tables 87-91, the SCORP Steering Committee provided details to assist in 
implementation including:

Suggested Lead Implementer • — Corresponds to the lead agency or group that would assist in implementing 
the supporting action.  Acronyms are used when possible and the full partner name is listed in alphabetical 
order proceeding Table 87.

Potential Collaborative Partners and Resources • — Agencies or groups that may be able to support 
implementation or assist through funding, staff, or volunteers.  In some cases, grants or fi nancial support have 
been identifi ed as well.
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Table 87
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Table 88
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Table 89
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Table 89, Cont.
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Table 90
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Table 90, Cont.



Section 7: SCORP Strategic Plan

241



SCORP

Section 7: SCORP Strategic Plan

SCORP

242

Table 91
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Key Implementation Recommendation #1:
Form a Governor’s Commission or Statewide Advisory Council on Colorado’s 
Outdoors to implement key policies related to recreation and open space initiatives.  

A Governor’s Commission would provide a unifi ed voice that represents statewide 
outdoor recreation interests.  The SCORP document, particularly the Strategic Plan, would 
provide the Commission with a platform to analyze the most pertinent trends, issues, and 
needs related to outdoor resources, including the key implementation considerations.  This 
group may lead the implementation of goals, objectives, and suggested actions set forth in 
the Strategic Plan and form policy relevant to outdoor recreation.  

At a minimum, a Statewide Advisory Council comprised of several SCORP Steering 
Committee Members (as well as policy makers and a representative from the Governor’s 
Offi ce and the Lt. Governor’s Offi ce) should convene and meet semi-annually to review 
plan elements that need to be implemented, initiate discussions with stakeholder groups, 
organize lead implementers, gather resources necessary to spur action on key items in the 
SCORP Strategic Plan, and review progress.  

Key Implementation Recommendation #2:
Coordinate an annual mini-conference or summit on outdoor recreation in 
conjunction with the Governor’s Tourism Conference (or as a stand-alone event) to 
continue fostering sustainable partnerships, assessing policy initiatives, identifying 
stakeholder roles and agency niches, and tracking progress in implementing priority 
recommendations. 

Continuing to develop partnerships with the many groups (government, non-for-profi t 
organizations, and private interests) that are interconnected with recreation is essential 
to managing outdoor recreation holistically and effectively in Colorado.  To avoid 
duplication of effort and leverage limited resources, interests must be organized and 
tracked.  In addition to building sustainable partnerships, the proposed mini-conference 
or summit would focus on the strategies outlined in the 2008 SCORP Strategic Plan, 
address policy solutions to the issues and infl uences identifi ed in the SCORP, and create a 
mechanism to collaborate with the members of the proposed Governor’s Commission (or 
Statewide Advisory Council) on Colorado’s Outdoors.

CONCLUSION

Key Recommendations

Formation of
a Governor’s
Commission
on Colorado’s
Outdoors would
help implement
important policy
initiatives related
to outdoor
recreation.

Embedded within the SCORP Strategic Plan are several recommendations integral to its successful implementation.  
Executing the suggestions are essential for Colorado to meet the goals, objectives, and supporting actions outlined 
in the Strategic Plan. Further, taking these actions directly infl uence whether the likelihood that other strategic plan 

elements will be achieved.  Descriptions of these key implementation recommendations are provided below.
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Key Implementation Recommendation #3: 
Educate Colorado’s citizens about the many important issues affecting outdoor 
recreation and the benefi ts of outdoor recreation through coordinated public 
outreach and environmental education efforts.

After closely examining each goal, objective, and suggested action, the Steering 
Committee concluded that none of the SCORP Strategic Plan recommendations can 
be accomplished without comprehensive education efforts.  Colorado residents need 
to better understand the range of issues affecting outdoor recreation and potential 
solutions to address these issues.  Colorado residents must be better educated about 
the physical, mental, and emotional benefi ts of outdoor recreation to inspire them 
to become active in the outdoors.  This educational campaign also should address 
known barriers to being outdoors.

Aside from improving public awareness about outdoor recreation benefi ts and 
opportunities, efforts to educate the public about the environment should be made 
to further the initiatives in the Strategic Plan and reconnect citizens to the outdoors.  
This education serves to raise environmental literacy and creates responsible and 
engaged citizens who think critically and make responsible decisions.  Through 
participation in outdoor recreation activities that foster environmental education and 
immersion in nature, children can develop learning and problem-solving skills, and 
become adults who are prepared for the challenges and opportunities in life of the 
twenty-fi rst century.   
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Acronym Full Name

ACE Active Community and Environments Task Force
ARC American Recreation Coalition
BLM United States Bureau of Land Management
BOR U.S. Bureau of Reclamation
CAEE Colorado Alliance for Environmental Education
CASH Child and Adolescent School Health
CAST Colorado Association of Science Teachers
CCI Colorado Counties, Inc.
CDE Colorado Department of Education
CDOT Colorado Department of Transportation
CDOW Colorado Division of Wildlife
CDPHE Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment
CEA Colorado Education Association
CFI Colorado Fourteeners Initiative
CMC Colorado Mountain Club 
CML Colorado Municipal League
CNAP Colorado Natural Areas Program
COAHPERD Colorado Association of Health, Physical Education, Rec., and Dance
COGs Councils of Governments
COPAN Colorado Physical Activity and Nutrition Program
CORRP Colorado Outdoor Recreation Resource Project
CPRA Colorado Parks and Recreation Association
CSFS Colorado State Forest Service
CTO Colorado Tourism Offi ce
CWCB Colorado Water Conservation Board 
CWF Colorado Wildlife Federation
CYCA Colorado Youth Corps Association
DNR Colorado Department of Natural Resources
DOLA Colorado Department of Local Affairs
DRCOG Denver Regional Council of Governments
EPA U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
GOCO Great Outdoors Colorado
LiveWell LiveWell Colorado
NPS U.S. National Park Service
NWF National Wildlife Federation

  OEDIT Offi ce of Economic Development & International Trade                  
OIA Outdoor Industry Association
RMCO Rocky Mountain Climate Organization 
SCORP Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
SRCA Southern Rockies Conservation Alliance
State Parks Colorado Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation
TNC The Nature Conservancy
TPL Trust for Public Land
USFS U.S. Forest Service
VOC Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado

  YMCA  YMCA
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Table 92: List of Acronyms




