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Improving Colorado Home Grounds
GEORGE A. BEACH

OLORADANS have unusual pride in the appearance of their home

grounds. Not only is this true in areas where application of water
to lawns and gardens permits adding much of aesthetic value to the
home surroundings, but it is true to varying extent in other areas of
the state as well. Selection of trees, shrubs, and vines adapted to the
Jocality and use of simple plans for orderly and effective arrangement
make it possible for Colorado residents to have the pleasure of homes
set in attractive surroundings. The expense, if selections are made
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i Figure 1.—A plan for planting a rural corner lot. Numerals indicate the location and
kind of each plant as follows: 1, American elm; 2, Vanhoutte spirea; 3, mockorange; 4,
sumac; 5, Euonymus alatus; 6, Japanese barberry; 7, white snowberry; 8, Tatarian honey-
suckle; 9, purpleleaf plum; 10, Engelmann creeper. The locations of doors and windows are
shown in the floor plan to aid in planning for bushes of suitable height near them. Stepping
stones make a slightly curved path to the corner entrance.

intelligently and upon the basis of the experience of others, need not
be great; the time and energy expended will be well repaid by the
pleasure which well-planned and well-kept grounds bring to the person
who makes a hobby of his home grounds.

Many Colorado home grounds are unplanted, and very few are
adequately planted. The expression ‘‘improvement of home grounds”’
is therefore equally applicable to the unplanted and to the partly
planted places.

Tn planning an improvement the outdoor areas should be treated
as outdoor rooms, which they really are—some for service, some for
convenience of one kind or another, but all usable and useful.
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An individual is often judged by his home, whether he rents or
owns it, and he can ill afford to neglect giving it an attractive setting.
Aside from making a favorable impression, and much more important,
is the fact that ‘‘it’s not a home 'till it’s planted.”” The more pleasant
and comfortable a home is made, the less desire young people will have
to leave it. By planting to make his home more homelike, one dis-
charges a public duty to the community, at the same time enhancing
the financial value of his property by a sum which grows each year to
proportions far beyond the initial investment.

@

Figure 2.—Contrasting appearance of rural residence grounds at a corner location before
and after landscaping according to the plan shown in figure 1.

Planning

Landscaping the small-home grounds is more than the planting
and care of ornamental plants. The grading, the location of the house
itself and of the walks, drives, fences, and other construction are all
parts of the complete landscape plan.

Too often we think of lawns, trees, and shrubs as surrounding a
house. In the planned landscape the house should seem to have been
set down into a garden which was already there.

Starting with a plan prevents waste of both effort and materials.
In the unplanned planting, plants must often be transplanted once or
several times before a satisfactory arrangement is obtained. This
results in loss of plants in some cases and loss of time In any case.
Planning hastens completion of the landscape design—the time when
a planting has reached the point of its maximum usefulness.
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The whole problem of planning home grounds is seen from a new
angle when put on paper. It is like looking down from a tower atop
the house: all the grounds, walks, drives, and buildings are visible at
once, which frequently suggests methods of development that do not
occur so reacdily to one on the ground.

The first step is to measure the grounds, buildings, walks, and
drives. Next, a scale is determined by which an inch on the plan will
equal whatever number of feet the paper’s size will permit for the total.
Actual measurements are then transferred at this scale to the paper
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Fi.gure 3.—A planting plan for a corner lot in the city. Numerals indicate the location
and kind of each plant as follows: 1, Carolina poplar; 2, American elm; 3, black locust;
4, European weeping birch; 5, Colorado blue spruce; 6, purpleleaf plum; 7, Colorado juniper:
S,ARussian-olive: 9, Mugho pine: 10, Bechtel crab; 11, sweet mockorange; 12, Vanhoutte
spirea; 13, Froebel spirea; 14, Japanese barberry; 15, American cranberrybush; 16. Tatarian
honeysuckle; 17, red-osier dogwood; 18, common snowberry; 19, coralberry; 20, wayfaring-
tree; 21, aralia; 22, golden currant; 23, golden willow; 24, amur privet; 235, common lilac
and Tatarian honeysuckle; 26, Engelmann creeper.

plan. Still using the same scale, trees and shrubs of any desivable size
can then be sketched with light lines in likely places and moved about
and *‘transplanted’” with no more trouble than a little erasing.

Of course the problem should be viewed from all angles. Even
with a paper plan it is necessary to visnalize the appearance of pro-
posed changes as they would be seen from the important viewpoints on
the ground.

Figure 1 shows a simple planting plan for a corner. This particu-
lar plan was made for a rural development, but the same principles
apply to a corner lot in the city. Iigures on the plan show the exact
location of each plant, and the kind to be used is listed under the same
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Style

As in other forms of architecture, there are styles in landscape
design. Such styles may be characteristic of certain climates or com-
munities, or even of certain individuals. There is a widespread tend-
ency to classify all styles as ““formal’” or ‘‘informal.”” Such classifi-
cation is quite general but certainly too all-inclusive.

Informal design is also called the ‘‘natural style’” and is charac-
terized by irregularly curved lines. This type of design econforms most
nearly to the arrangement of trees and shrubs as we find them in na-
ture ; it is the most economical in first cost and the easiest to maintain.
This style is usually best adapted to the needs of the farm or the small
city home.

Formal developments are characterized by symmetrical or bal-
anced areas of geometrical exactness, carefully planned grades and
terraces, clipped hedges, and statuary and other architectural embel-
lishment. Pure forms of this style are usually confined to large estates
and parks.

Features of both informal and formal treatments may often be
used advantageously in a single plan. While clipped hedges and gar-
den furniture are formal by nature, they have their places in an
informal plan. These features, of course, add to the first cost and to
the time required for proper maintenance and so should be used only
where there is assurance of time for their proper care. Unkempt
formal features become unsightly much more quickly than do informal
ones.

Only general rules governing the use of style in design may be
given, since each planting is a problem in itself, and the successful one
is that which best suits the working and living conditions of the family
1t serves.

Comfort, convenience, appropriateness, and attractiveness are
cardinal virtues in planning any planting, and only a judicious satis-
faction of each condition will insure suceess.

Walks and Drives

There should be as few walks as possible; large, unbroken areas
are desirable. Treating walks and drives as a necessary evil, they
should be made inconspicuous. Concrete walks tinted with lampblack
or other mortar color, stepping stones, and dark-colored brick walks
are suggestions. It is well, wherever possible, to avoid straight lines
and walks paralleling drives. There is, however, the exception of very
small areas in which curved walks are simply an affectation. In such
small yards straight walks are best, even though they bisect the entire
lawn arca. In some cases one tread of a ribbon drive may be made to
serve as a walk for part or all the distance to a front entrance. Keep-
ing lawn and garden areas as nearly intact as possible is the main ob-
jective in planning walks and drives; incidentally, such planning adds
attractiveness and makes maintenance easier.
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“panacea,’’ indicating something of the plant’s early significance to
man; and “‘pentaphyllum’’ describes its five-parted leaves. Hence in
its name we have a partial description and history of the plant. The
illustration shows this plant’s unique habit of clothing its older
branches with foliage clear to the ground. This shrub is used for its
foliage ; its bloom is inconspicuous.

BouLpEr RASPBERRY, Rubus deliciosus, is often called thimbleberry
and false raspberry. It has a currant-like leaf and an insipidly sweet
fruit shaped like a raspberry. It is common to our lower mountains—
a bush of medium height, with showy wwhite flowers like those of the
wild rose—blooming in June.

GoLpEnTwIc Doawoon, Cornus, is a lower growing shrub than
the red-osier previously described; as it name implies, it has golden-
yvellow bark, particularly on the younger twigs. A showy contrast
may be had by planting red and yellow dogwoods together. They
do guite as well in shade as in sun and will thrive on most soils.

GoLDEN CURRANT, Ribes odoratum, is a medium-tall bush with
wedge-shaped, three-lobed leaves and yellow flowers in spring. The
flowers have a spiey fragrance and are a half-inch or more in length
and of tubular shape, and some have a small, red line around the
center of the flower, near the open end. The currant is reddish-black.
This bush is native to the rocky locations in our foothills, where it
makes its contribution to the beauty of autumn coloring, as well as
adding variety to foliage forms throughout the growing season.

“Precer’’ HYDRANGEA, the first word being a combination of the
initial letters of the words ‘‘paniculata grandifiora.’”’ now firmly estab-
lished in the trade as the only common name of the plant, is a hardy
hydrangea and once established would probably do well in many places
in Colorado where it has failed because of diffienlty in getting it
started. It has roots that are bare of fibrous branches, making it more
difficult to start than many other bushes. If the flowers are eut with
long stems, the bush will be left in shape to make large flowers next
season. If no pruning is done, more but smaller flowers are formed for
next season.

BrivanwreATH, Spiraee prunifolia, has white double flowers, and
it blooms about 2 weeks earlier than Vanhoutte spirea, which is often
erroneously called bridalwreath. The bush is covered with white by
the bloom ; but flowers are scattered along the stem in smaller clusters,
and the stems do not arch so much as do those of the Vanhoutte spirea.
Flower buds and the bush itself are a little more susceptible to winter
injury than is the Vanhoutte spirea.

FroEBEL SPIREA is a smaller bush than the Vanhoutte but larger
than the Anthony Waterer spirea deseribed later. Its leaves have a
bronze-red cast, and its flowers are similar to those of Vanhoutte but
are red in color.












June 1938 IMPROVING COLORADO HOME GROUNDS 39

Hedges

Hedges, particularly clipped ones, seem like roses to make a special
appeal to amateurs and to interest many who do not feel the ‘‘urge’’
of other kinds of gardening.

AMUr Priver, Ligustrum amurense, is perhaps most common of
the low to medium-height clipped hedge plants. It is a species hardy
in Colorado which is similar in habit and appearance to California
privet, L. ovalifoliunt.

To be satisfactory, a clipped hedge must be dense, a guality which
requires a good soil and frequent cultivation, watering, and clipping.
Plants should be set not more than a foot apart and cut back nearly to
the ground, regardless of the ultimate height desired. Successive clip-
pings are then made a few inches higher each time until the desired
height i1s reached.

If a hedge wider than 2 feet is desired, plant a double row of
plants, with rows a foot apart and plants in one row opposite spaces
in the other.

No one form of clipping is better than another, except that the
hedge should not be narrower at the bottom than at the top. If the
sides slope, the hedge should be widest at the bottom so as to provide
maximum light for all parts of the plants.

No particular skill, other than neatness, is required in trimming
a hedge. A well-kept appearance is furthered by frequent clipping
during the growing season. Some sort of frame or tight wire should
be used as a guide until the shape of the hedge is established.

An informal or unclipped hedge is usually made of some other
material, such as Russian-olive and caragana for tall hedges, lilac and
Vanhoutte spirea for medium-height hedges, and barberry for low
hedges.

Vines

Sweer AuTuMN CrEMATIS, WHITE CLEMATIS, Clematis panicu-
lata, has a dense foliage and a twining habit of growth. It will take
care of itseif on a trellis but will not climb without one. Flowers are
small but very numerous, covering the entire vine with a flutfy white,
followed by feathery-plumed seed heads.

Jackman CLEMATIS, C. jackmant, is not so rank a grower and has
large, dark-blue flowers from 2 to 4 inches across. It also needs trellis-
mg. There are several selections of this type with pink and red flowers.

ENGELMANN CREEPER, Ampelopsis quinquefolia engelmanni, is a
good, rapid-growing vine that clings to walls or fences and climbs
without trellising. By pruning and training, it ean be led over a
considerable area or confined to certain spaces as oceasion demands.
Its bloom is inconspicuous, and the small, blue, grapelike fruits that
follow have no particular ornamental value; it is essentially a foliage
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with disease should be trimmed out and burned to prevent spread of
the pest.

Renewal pruning will increase the useful length of a shrub’s life.
This is done in the dormant season when leaves are off and consists
simply of the removal of old wood to permit replacement by new. One
or a few of the oldest stems are cut out clear to the ground each year,
giving younger wood a better chance to develop and thus keeping the
top of the plant constantly renewed. Obviously the treatment will
vary with different kinds of plants, and as in trimming to shape the
bush, its normal habit of growth will govern the process of pruning.



¥a
154
82
6%
¥e
44

e

adng

LS
Lg

La
Lg

Lg
L3
9¢

9g
a3ng

[B13URY)
83pay [[8L,
[BI1sU9n)
wwadg
[exauan)

uawadg

JGAELETSY

asy}

soU0))
S2U0)

$9U0))
S9UO0Y)

(en1q-4£s13) satiasyg,,
(enjq-£s18) sa1aasy,,
(enq-40a13) sorrreyg,,
S9U0D)

nnLg

a3aery

wnipe
adaery

[rews
a3aer]
wnipam

a3aery

Il

s991], snonpraQ

SHDIUPLOVO S13]0))
ppawnd snauy
DUVILLBUWD SNUL] ]
SOy

yuabuns supndog
mnpuad D vINag
DUDD LLIUWD SNULLD AL

QUWIDN] oorumog

el waenua s pang
elL susfund naorg
el nsotapuod snulg
Jremqg SRYHRUC DUDIUOUL SNULT
Jremq nuqns snadiunp

MEM:NHB DUDJUOUL STULNUA0D mﬁ&w&.SSw\“

9943 J[ewg
ed,
w31y

susalbroaqg

wneopidoos sneadiuny

wsn)fnop nbnsjopnasg

SWDN] 1031 unjog

ArreqypeH
O[BISY Jrem(]
uBdIIdBWY
wiH
[P3qoeg
qBID
Jus3ieg
PooOMU0}10))
3utdea gy ueadoangy
yaarg
OHUYM
usv

Q&EGZ uowwoy

uuewRIuy
an[g oprioo) .
sonadg
MOJ[3 L UA3)SI M
oys3nuyy
oulg
UIABS
UIBIUNOTA
ope10[0)
aadrunp
1y-se1dno(g

®.~EQZ .:O::t@g

(*AQuo swreu

UOWNOY 9Y3 JO oSN spuswrwoddl [gg o3ed] Lqizoyjne oyj S‘swrN [eolurjod,, 1opun sieadde swreu snued oY) AJuo 10|\ —o0N)

xopuj jupid



63

18
549
0¢
L8

124
agng

G%
§3
4
(&4

4
¢4

14
144

44
¥e

asn g

ARy

JdWWNS 938y

I
sunp
snondtdsuoouy

snonatdsuoouy

wooryg

1BIOURY)

uswoedg
[GRELETS
uswroedg

uswoedg

[BI3URY
udwioedyg
[e12UBY)

[BI2UBY)
[BI8UBY)

uswiosdg
[BI2UDL)

wwb

139 0T 03 8
19958 019
1995 ¢ 0} g
3993 0T 03 9
190F 7 033

1079 03
WS

sqniyg
WnIpa

1B
adre
eL
wWnipayy
a3ae]
wnipa
WnipaL
s3awrT
o3aer]

wnipau 0} [[ewS
wnips iy

ey

punubna snundg

vroIpprg

nyofruned pon.adg
wnyjofrunad unuangr g
WLdQuUNY) SLLoquag

wnr)Aydnjuwad xpundoyjunoy

awn ] JDO1UDIO Y]

nujate XUNS
snpudog

snpndog

nunalpoq snindod

DUDILLIUD SNQLOS

WRAUnIIsDP 420

£y
saprounInid L0y

provonopnasd N1qoyr
DUDILAWD DY

wWRuUNIsNIoddry snnossy
SOYIUDIDILY MSIIPIE)

QWD N 1021UnIoyg

ponunguoH—xopuj Jun[d

Uow o))
Axzayoayoy)
ysngapgasing
yreaampeprig
meyperg
aspurdep
Axiaqieg
(e1ey)

@stdz uowwo))

uspronH
MOITTM

Aprequio

(AemaoN 10) BUL[OIB)

ruBajog
1e(dog

UBILIBWY
(SB-UIBIUNOTY

12A[LS

I19[PaMIIY

AeMION
arden

(¥oB[q I0) uOWWIO))
3sna07Y

UBOLIDW Y
uspuly
INUISIYIFSIOYH

UOWWO))
1SNO0[&dUOE]

QUWIDN] UOWWoy)



18
18

ge

0¢
¥e

63

14
63

16

(<}
G

LE
¢g

08

g€

LS
2dn4

ARy
Lely

1aqueldsg pue jsndny

Lo
AR\

KBy
[dy

aunp

Amp
Amp

aunp
sunp

Avy
Ae

aunp
aunp

snonstdsuoouy

Jowwns [y
uooyg

19918 036G
3997 2103 9
39919 03¢
3097 0T 03 8
399F9 01§
1991 21
399F8 039
19919 0%
1918 0319
12958 039
3991 9
1998 ¥
3991 ¢ 032
1979 0¥
3927 01029
399F 01039
PFF 03 g
1991 %

S

nowsuad DOUILAS
sunbna vhuiS

DaluUNUPRET

DOUUDIDY DLIINOT
DIDLINIOAUL DUIIUDT

0PD.L0)02 Snfanyniy)
wun)iof vsuadsns myfis.coyq
N10J2QL0S DIUNQLOS

SnanQuing
SISUIPDUDI SHINQUDS

D2 11007028 SNULOT)
SNULOD)

wndyn saqry
UNIDLOPO S2QLY

snyndo wnuang |
UNUDILLIULD WRUANQY A

swvbna sod.ndrioydu i
VS0 MU0

QDA jpotumog

penunuo)—xapuj jup[d

ueIsIsg

UoOwWwoy)
Rt

9a399g
2aJUBIPAT

urlieyeJ,

Arraqaeeyg
S[onsAsuo

18100
UIOYjMeB

aUNIIO T
BIY}&S.I0

2%
eaatds-osie |
UBILIBWY UIP[0DH)
uBdLIdWY
I9p1H
I91S0-pay
Simjuap[on
poom3o(g
UIBUNO N
usplon
juBLIn
uradoang
URDILIDW Y
ysnqirraquer))

(£1x9qmous pad 10) L1I8q[RIO))
Lqqnayg

[1oJonbui)
WD \] UOWWO?)



9¢
98

[

LE

9€
4

(e
o

18

8¢

aunp
aun

A=y

I9q030() 03 A[np
1940300y 03 Anp
aung
snonatdsuosuy

snonotdsuoosuy
snonotdsuoouy

Ae]
snonotdsuoouy
aunp 01 £vy

aunp

aunp

Sep
AR

aunp
aun g

aunp
sunp

snonardsuoduy

wooryg

[=]
=328
[SrRarR~nl

3991 g
3997 G
1997 ¥
3005 ¢
300% 3

=]

19918 019

1001 F 0} ¢

3937 ¢ 033
19957 03 €

1991 31
1997 03
19319 01 ¥

19959 01 %
12279 03 ¥

19978 039
39918 039

3§90 7 03¢
12279 03 F

19979 03 ¥
3997 0T 03 8

3293 3T 03 0T

wyFrepy

D1OL191IPS DoDLLAY
nanudg
nanudg
nonLdS
navadg

URULNQL A

§10uaP1220 s0dunILoYduiG

snworfronnd sodaporioydutis
$1ts0ULdIDL SOdUnIUL0Y dULAY

SUIOSILOQLD DUDBDAD])
o frrsnbun snulbivovys
NS0Y

SNS0YLP SNQNY
2SUHLRULD UNLLISNOLT

snunLg
DQONL] SHUNLT

SPIULLDIUL SNAUDO0SAY T
smjofipndo sndunoosfiyg

snydjppnny g
SIUDU0LOD SNYAJOPOIY T

wWNLQNB L20 Y

2w ] Jo1UDIOY

panuiuo)—xapuj jup[d

FBI[MO[TIM
93)noYuB A
puBIBh
99201
193918 M Auoyuy
Boatdg
oW WOy
[reqmoug
8 CYELYTY
(Axxsqeao)) 998) pay
Jrem(J
(9IY M, 10) uowwo)
Arraqmoug
9213-89J URBLILQIS
aAl[O-UBISSNY

PIM
asoyq

Ispnog
Arrsqdsey

mwy
19A11g

Jeslardang

Jurromol
wnlg

SIOUI(]

UoOwWwo))
HIBGIUIN

[BUL3IIA

199MS
23UBIONIOIN

urejunoy Axo0y
orden

WA/ uowwoy)



ov
)4
0¥

68
oy

66
68

(U4
adng

g8
0¢

18
1€
18

aunp
aunp
snonatdsuoduy

snonordsuocouy
aunp

Amp
Lnp

Amyp
wooyrg

snonotdsuoou]
aunp

Ae
aunp
1oqunydag 01 1Sn3ny

Amp
&g
Amp
Aagp
Amp

woolg

DSOY
w0 Srun] vy wnsfiry
nwdpna s11 4

wunwpbua mjofonbuind sisdojaducy
oydis MY20103S14Y
mpopnaund $1NULLY)

Burquud
asoy

uowwoy)
BUIA-AUOWILIJRIA

(PIIM) Mueqiealy
adein

(AAT 10) x5ds0a) uuBwWPIUN
adid-surwyojn(q
Umngny 39omg

Wy anl $10o])) UBWUNIB [
S13BWA]))
2342QND WRUHA]OF (PUTA 20®TT JIDAIS A0) SUIASIIB[ ] BUIYD)

QWIDN] [DO1UDIOG

SOUIA
199G 0} ¢ SRIDIY SMULAUONS]
1991 0T 01 9 DUDIUD] UWNULNGEA
199161 v.ojfraand wremww
1097 01 03 8 DYWL T2DULD [
199721 RLADUD,
3997 0T 03 8 vuydny snyy
393 01 03 8 DQUY6 sy
1999 01% snyy
199F 0T 01 8 nuyndoo snyy
39919 01 ¥ sy

ySagy awn )] Jvo1UDIO G

pepnpuo)—xepuy jupn[d

®.~Q=Z UOWUWoy)

snwduony padulp
99a1-3utavIAe

(puoN)
youax g
muy

XuieweJ,
uxroy3delg
yioowg
pappaiys
Jduiuyg
Fesiuny

sewIng

El ~==Z notu NEOU



June 1938

IMPROVING COLORADO HOME GROUNDS

49

Shrubs for Special Purposes

For Dry or Sandy Soils

Siberian Pea-tree
Sumac

Dogwood
American Elder
Snowberry

Japanese Barberry
Amur Privet
Russian-olive
Siberian Pea-tree
Bush Honeysuckle

Red-osier Dogwood
Goldentwig Dogwood
Japanese Barberry
Snowberry

For Shady Places

For Hedges

For Winter Effect

Tamarix
Wild Rose

Coralberry
Blackhaw
Privet

Mockorange

Wild Rose

Anthony Waterer Spirea
Froebel Spirea
Vanhoutte Spirea

Coralberry
Privet (unclipped)
Sumac
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