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Quick Facts 
Shrubs, when properly selected and planted, 

help to provide privacy, reduce wind 
velocity, cushion traffic noise and 
intercept headlight glare. 

Shrubs add color and texture to the lands-
cape and help soften harsh, straight 
lines. 

Shrubs should be selected with a function 
in mind, such as screening or color 
accent. 

Before selecting any shrubs for the land-
scape, a plan should be made, deciding 
where shrubs should be planted accord-
ing to space, height desired, exposure 
and soil conditions. 

Shrubs provide a transition between lawn, 
low-growing herbs and taller shade trees. When 
selected and placed properly, shrubs can help to 
provide a privacy screen, reduce wind velocity, 
cushion traffic noise and intercept glare from 
automobile headlights. Shrubs also unite the house 
with the home grounds, accent desirable openings 
and minimize defects as well as adding color and 
texture. 

Before selecting shrubs for a particular land-
scape, decide where they should go, what function 
they are to perform (i.e., screening, color accent, 
foundation planting). Take note of 1) space avail-
able, 2) height desired (especially watch that a 
planting will not obscure a low window or desira-
ble view), 3) exposure (sun vs. shade), and 4) 
general soil conditions (if soil tends to be very dry 
or very wet). 

It is best to put this information on a written 
plan to avoid mistakes that may show up later 
(overcrowding, wrong exposure and similar 
problems). To guide you in making your own 
plan, refer to Bulletin 48A, "Homescaping." It is 
available from the local CSU county extension 
office for a nominal charge. 

The following list indicates general moisture 
requirements, average mature height, exposure 
and aesthetic characteristics for each shrub. 

Soil moisture is the general condition required 
for adequate growth of established plants. All 
plants will need extra watering and care, whether 
considered drought-enduring or not, for the first 
year or two of establishment. However, too fre-
quent watering may drown the roots. The best 
guide is to dig down near the root zone to check 
soil moisture before watering. 

Spacing of plants varies with growth habit 
and mature size. In general, plants should be 
spaced at least one-half the height given in Table 
1. 

Because a west exposure generally is more 
severe than an east exposure in Colorado, plants 
used in such locations should be the same as those 
tolerating open or south exposures. 

EDITOR'S NOTE: For a selection of shrubs 
adapted to elevations above 6,000 feet, refer to 
Service in Action sheet 7.407. 

'James R. Feucht, Colorado State University 
Cooperative Extension landscape plants special-
ist and professor (3/88) 
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Table 1: Deciduous shrubs for home grounds. 
Key to symbols: = Full sun (open, south or west exposure) = Shade (north exposure) = East exposure 0 = 
Exceptionally drought-enduring once established (no more than natural rainfall) = Dry, well-drained soils (2 to 3 
waterings per year) = Moist but well-drained soils (4 to 6 waterings per year) = Tolerates wet, poorly-drained 
sites. 

Soil Flower color 
Plant name Height* moisture Exposure & month Remarks 

Althea (Rose-of-Sharon) 10' White, red, Large, showy, hollyhock-like flowers. 
Hibiscus syriacus purple, 

August 
Apache Plume to 6' White Plumy seed heads in late summer. 
Fallugia paradoxa May - June 
Barberry, Japanese 4' Not showy Red-leaf varieties available. 
Berberis thunbergi 
Barberry, Crimson 1 1/2' Not showy Compact, reddish-purple foliage. 

Pygmy 
B. thunbergi, 'Crimson 

Pygmy' 
Beautybush 9-10' Lavender-pink Graceful, arching plant. 
Kolkwitzia amabilis May-June 
Buckthorn, Columnar 12-15' Not showy Useful as a screen planting. 
Rhamnus frangula 

'Tallhedge' 
Buffaloberry 15-18' Not showy Silvery foliage, scarlet fruit on female 
Shepherdia argentea only. 
Butterflybush, 10-12' White, pink, Lilac-like flowers in late summer. 

Orangeeye purple 
Buddleia davidi August 
Caragana, Pygmy 3' Yellow Useful as a low hedge. 
Caragana pygmaea May 
Caragana, Siberian 15-18' Yellow Makes a good screen or windbreak. 
Caragana arborescens May 

Contrasting grayish foliage. Caryopteris (Blue mist) 4' Blue Contrasting grayish foliage. 
Caropteris clandonensis July-August 
Coralberry, Indian 4' Not showy Hancock variety has showy purplish-red 

Currant fruit. 
Symphoricarpos 

orbiculatus 
Cotoneaster, Cranberry 3' Pink Large, red, persistent fruit. 
Cotoneaster apiculata May 
Cotoneaster, Peking 6-7' Pink Black fruit in fall. 
C. acutifolia May 
Cotoneaster, Small- 2' White Tiny leaves, red fruit. 

leaved June 
C. microphylla 
Cotoneaster, Spreading 5-6' Pink Red fruit. 
C. divaricata May 
Currant, Alpine 5' Not showy Edible red fruit. 
Ribes alpinum 
Currant, Golden 6' Yellow Edible purple fruit. 
R. aureum May 
Dogwood, Redstem 6 -8' White Bluish fruit in summer. Showy red stems 
Cornus servicea June in winter. Var. 'Kelsey's Dwarf is a com-

pact form to 3'. Var. flaviramea has yellow 
twigs. 

Elder, American 12-15' White Edible black fruit. Var. aurea has yellow 
Sambucus canadensis June foliage. 
Euonymus, European 12-15' Yellow Red fall color, red fruit. 
Euonymus europaeus May 
Euonymus, Winged 6-8' Yellow Twigs with corky ridges. Scarlet fall color. 
E. alatus May Var. compacta to 5'. 
Forsythia 6-8' Yellow Vars. 'Farrand' and 'Lynwood Gold* are 
Forsythia intermedia April most showy. 
Heavenly Bamboo 4-5' Not showy Brilliant red fall color. 
Nandina domestica 
Honeysuckle, Blueleaf 8-10' Rose, pink "Twin" red berries in summer. 
Lonicera korolkowi May 

'Zabels' 



Table 1: Deciduous shrubs for home grounds. Continued. 
Soil Flower color 

Plant name Height* moisture Exposure & month Remarks 
Lilac, Common 10-12' White, lilac, Many varieties available. 
Syringa vulgaris purple 

May 
Lilac, MacFarlane 8-10' Pink Blooms later than common lilac. 
Syringa reflexa Late May 
Lilac, Persian 6-8' Lilac Flowers in long panicles. 
Syringa persica May 
Mockorange 6-8' White Fragrant white flowers. 
Philadelphus sp. May-July 
Mountain Mahogany 6 -8' Not showy Silky seed heads in fall. 
Cercocarpus montanus 
Nanking Cherry 6 -8' White Edible fruit. 
Prunus tomentosa May 
Ninebark 4-6' White Avoid highly alkaline soils. 
Physocarpus opulifolius May-June 
Plum, Cistena 10' Pink Leaves reddish-purple. 
Prunus cistena May 
Potentilla (Cinquefoil) 3' Yellow Several showy varieties available. 
Potentilla fruticosa June-frost 
Privet, Regel 6' Not showy Black fruit. Other types available for 
Ligustrum regelianum hedges. 
Quince, Flowering 4-6' Red, red- Flowers before leaves. 
Chaenomeles lagenaria orange 

June 
Rabbitbrush Variable Yellow Dwarf and blue-foliaged types available. 
Chrysothamnus sp. (3 -15') 
Rose, Austrian Copper 6' Coppery Tends to be rambling, vine-like. 
Rosa foetid a bicolor orange/yellow 

June 
Rose, Harrison's Yellow 4' Yellow Profuse flowers. 
Rosa harrisoni May-June 
Rose, Persian Yellow 3-4' Yellow Graceful arching shrub. Double-flowered. 
Rosa foetida persica May-June 
Sage Variable Not showy Dwarf-to-tall varieties available. Striking, 
Artemisia sp. (1-4') silvery foliage. 
Snowberry 4-5' Pink Showy, white fruit. 
Symphoricarpos albus June-July 
Spirea, Bridal Wreath 4-6' White Flowers are double and profuse. 
Spiraea prunifolia plena May 
Spirea, Froebel 3-4' Lavender Avoid highly-alkaline soils. 
S. bumalda 'Froebel' June 
Spirea, Snowmound 3-4' White Graceful, arching. Profusely-flowered. 
S. nipponica May 
Spirea, Vanhoutte 6-7' White An old-fashioned favorite. Arching. 
S. vanhouttei May 
Sumac, Dwarf Smooth 3' Greenish Brilliant scarlet fall color. Red cone-like 
Rhus cismontana May fruit. 
Sumac, Threeleaf 3-4' Yellow Particularly useful for steep slopes. 
R. trilobata May 
Sumac, Staghorn 8-10' Greenish Ferny foliage. Velvety stems. Scarlet fall 

(Cutleaf) May color. 
R. typhina laciniata 
Viburnum, Burkwood 5-6' Pinkish to Shiny foliage. 
Viburnum burkwoodi white 

May 
Viburnum, 10-12' White Sterile form is the common Snowball bush. 

Cranberrybush May 
V. opulus 
Viburnum, Korean-spice 5' Pinkish-white Spicy, fragrant flowers. 
V. carlesi May 
Viburnum, Wayfaring 15' White Foliage with grayish cast. 
V. lantana May 
Willow, Bluestem 10-12' Not showy Stems grayish, showy in winter. 
Salix irrorata 
Willow, Purpleosier 6-8' Not showy Stems purplish in winter. Dwarf form 
S. purpurea available. 
*To convert to metrics, use the following conversion: 1 foot = 30 centimeters. 


