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Quick Facts 
With proper care a lawn can be successfully 

started from seed during the spring, 
summer or late summer months. 

Improper soil preparation is a frequent 
cause of lawn failure. 

A fertilizer applied before seeding will help 
to get the lawn off to a good start. 

Quality is the prime consideration in buying 
grass seed. 

Use herbicides specified safe for new seed-
ings or for use on young grass. 

Frequent, light waterings, as many as three 
or four a day, are necessary until the 
seed has germinated. 

Late summer is normally the best time to seed 
a lawn. However, with proper care a lawn can be 
successfully started from seed during the spring 
and summer months. 

For a good lawn, debris, such as rocks and 
building materials, must be removed from the sur-
face and from at least the top 12 inches of the soil. 

Sometimes it is necessary to do some additional 
leveling, even after machine leveling is complete, to 
ensure proper surface drainage. Good surface 
drainage is achieved by sloping the lawn away from 
the house. Low areas that collect water and steep 
slopes that drain too rapidly are likely to be future 
trouble spots and often can be corrected by proper 
grading. 

Problem areas in lawns may develop where util-
ity lines, septic systems or other underground in-
stallations have been made. The soil left on the 
surface after an excavation can be poor quality. 
Normally, this situation will not develop if the top-
soil that was removed is returned to the surface. 

Areas that have been excavated, such as sewer 

Walk level 
Gradual Slope 

Surface 2" below walk 

Trench 
Don't do this: 

or this: 

Figure 1: Where the lawn joins walks and drives, 
the level of the soil should be slightly below the 

level of the walk or drive. 

and water lines, should be thoroughly soaked to 
settle the fill dirt, otherwise depressions in the 
lawn will occur later. After setting the filled areas, 
topsoil should be added and firmed before seeding. 

Where the lawn joins walks and drives, the 
level of the soil should be slightly below the level of 
the walk or drive (Figure 1). 

Soil Preparation 
Poor soil conditions are a primary cause of 

lawn failure in Colorado. The only time that sig-
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Quality is the prime consideration in buying 
grass seed. Cheap grass seed mixtures are not a 

bargain. Ultimately, they result in a poor lawn. A 
person should pay close attention to the label on the seed package. The label must state what is in the package. Planting When seedbed preparation is finished, sow the seed. Use either a drop (band) type spreader or a cyclone spreader to seed a lawn. Because of the 

light weight of the Kentucky bluegrass seed, a drop 
type seeder works best if there is any wind. Also, 

the drop type spreader is more accurate in placing 
the seed. 
Seed Kentucky bluegrass at the rate of approxi-
mately 2 pounds per 1,000 square feet. The seed 

should be divided into two equal parts and one-half 

sowed by going across the area from north to 

south. The other half should be planted by going 

across the area from east to west. 

Rake or mat the seed into the soil as soon as 

possible after planting. If the seed is covered well it 
will be less likely to blow or wash out. Also, the soil 
cover can help to protect the seedlings from drying 

conditions. 
Frequent, light waterings, as many as three or 
four a day, are necessary until the seed has ger-
minated. Germination may take two weeks or 
longer, depending on weather conditions. After the grass is up and growing well, the frequency of wa-tering should be reduced and the amount in-creased. Cultural Practices 

Weed seeds usually are abundant in a seedbed. 
Most of them produce annual plants that will be 

destroyed by mowing or freezing weather. 
During recent years, herbicides have been de-

veloped that can be used at the time of seeding or 
shortly after. These chemicals, if used properly, will 

selectively remove annual grasses and/or broadleaf weeds from the Kentucky bluegrass. The use of 
herbicides at seeding time or on young grass may 

be particularly beneficial on spring seedlings. 
Should the decision be made to use a herbicide, 

the label should be read carefully to be sure that it 
is safe. Also, close attention should be paid to ap-

plication directions. New seedings and young grass 
are easily damaged by herbicides. (For more infor-
mation on lawn weeds see 3.100, Control of broad-
leaf weeds in home lawns and 3.101, Control of 

weedy grasses in home lawns.) 
The grass should be mowed when it reaches a 

height of 1-1/2 to 2 inches. No more than one-half 
inch should be clipped. On future mowings, about 
one-half inch should be clipped, leaving the grass 

1 - 1 / 2 to 2 inches high. Generally, the older variet-
ies perform best when kept high, whereas the new 
varieties perform well at lower cutting heights. 

nificant changes in the lawn soil can be made is 
before the lawn is established. Once the lawn is in, 
soil improvement can be made only gradually and 
with considerable cost and difficulty. 

Often, exposed subsoil or subsoil remaining 
from an excavation is used as a base for a lawn. 

Subsoils usually are poor quality. Add good topsoil 
or work organic material into the soil to achieve the 

best results. These operations usually are expen-
sive but can pay big dividends. 

Topsoil, if of satisfactory quality, should be 
stockpiled from excavations on the site and spread on the surface of the ground when the lawn is con-structed. A layer 5 to 6 inches deep is enough for a good turf. 

Soils sold as topsoil are variable in quality. 
Some may be inferior to the soil already on the site. 

It is also possible to introduce serious weed infesta-
tions such as quackgrass, bindweed and Canada 

thistle, with the topsoil. A Cooperative Extension 

county agent or U.S. Department of Agriculture soil 

conservationist can assist in the selection of a good 
topsoil. 

If soils are predominantly clay or sandy, shred-
ded peat moss or well-rotted and shredded manure can be spread uniformly to a depth of 1 to 2 inches or 3 cubic yards or more per 1,000 square feet and 

worked into the soil. 
During soil preparation, an application of 10 to 

15 pounds per 1,000 square feet of treble super-
phosphate (0-46-0) can be worked into the soil. 
A disk, rototiller or other appropriate piece of 
equipment should be used to work the soil to a 
depth of 5 to 6 inches. The soil surface should be 

smooth with few clods bigger than 1 inch in diam-
eter. 

Watering a day or so prior to finishing the soil 
preparation will help to rid the surface of large, 
hard clods. Stones and other debris brought to the 
surface through preparation measures should be 
removed. 

The soil should be worked well and left firm but 
not packed. If walking over the lawn site leaves 

footprints more than 1 inch deep after the final 
working, the soil can be firmed with a roller. 
A starter fertilizer applied at the rate recom-

mended on the bag will help get the lawn off to a 
fast start. Also, farm-type fertilizers such as 18-46-
0 (applied at 5 pounds of material per 1,000 square 

feet) or 16-20-0 (at 7 to 8 pounds per 1,000 square 

feet) will work well as a starter. The fertilizer 
should be raked or otherwise worked into the soil 

surface before seeding. 

Seed Selection 
Kentucky bluegrasses are the major lawn 

grasses of Colorado. Common Kentucky bluegrass 
and several varieties and blends of these varieties 
are available at garden centers and seed houses. 

Available Kentucky bluegrass varieties were se-
lected because of one or more outstanding traits. 
Varieties vary in their fertility needs, reaction to 
weather conditions, disease resistance and several 
other characteristics. (For more information re-
garding the characteristics of various bluegrass va-
rieties, see Service in Action 7.215, Kentucky blue-
grass for Colorado lawns. 


