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Quick Facts 
Sod will provide an instant lawn, almost 

eliminating soil erosion and mud problems 
and immediately give a new home an 
attractive setting. 

Kentucky bluegrasses are the major lawn 
grasses of Colorado. 

Sod is perishable and should not be left rolled 
or folded for more than one day in warm 
weather. 

Proper soil preparation and sod installation will 
produce a smooth lawn and reduce future 
problems. 

Soak sod thoroughly after it is laid and, if the 
weather is hot and dry, soak daily for up to 
three weeks. 

The ultimate quality of a lawn depends on the 
kind of grass planted, soil preparation and treatment, 
and management. Sod will provide an instant lawn, 
almost eliminating soil erosion and mud problems 
and immediately give a new home an attractive 
setting. Except for the relatively short time necessary 
to get the sod established, the time and expense 
involved in maintaining the sod during the first few 
months can be less than a seeded lawn. 

Figure 1: Pattern for laying sod. 

Leveling the Soil 
Sometimes it is necessary to do some additional 

leveling, even after machine leveling is complete, to 
insure proper surface drainage. Good surface 
drainage is achieved by sloping the lawn away from 
the house. Low areas that collect water and steep 
slopes that drain too rapidly are likely to be future 
trouble spots and often can be corrected by proper 
grading. 

Sod frequently is used on steep slopes, since 
erosion can be a serious problem with seeding. But 
even if sod is used, maintenance may be difficult and 
mowing can be hazardous. Retaining walls can break 
severe slopes, or ground covers can be used instead 
of sod. (For information on ground covers, see 7.400, 
Ground cover selection and use. 
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Kind of Grass 
The Kentucky bluegrasses are the major lawn 

grasses of Colorado. They are the primary grasses 
available as sod in the cooler regions of the country. 
Several varieties and blends of varieties are available 
as sod. 

The Kentucky bluegrass varieties were selected 
because of one or more outstanding traits. They vary 
in fertility needs, reaction to weather conditions, 
disease resistance and several other characteristics. 
See Service in Action 7.215, Kentucky bluegrasses for 
Colorado lawns. 
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Problem areas in lawns may develop where utility 
lines, septic systems or other underground 
installations have been made. The soil left on the 
surface after an excavation can be poor quality. 
Normally this situation will not develop if the topsoil 
that was removed is returned to the surface. 

Thoroughly soak areas that have been excavated, 
such as sewer and water lines, to settle the fill dirt, 
otherwise depressions in the lawn will occur later. 
After settling the filled areas, add topsoil and roll 
before sodding. 

Soil Preparation 
Poor soil conditions are a primary cause of lawn 

failure in Colorado. The only time that significant 
changes in the lawn soil can be made is before the 
lawn is established. Once the lawn is in, soil 
improvement can be made only gradually with 
considerable cost and difficulty. 

Often, exposed subsoil or subsoil remaining from 
an excavation is used as a base for a lawn. Subsoils 
usually are poor quality. Add good topsoil or work 
organic material into the soil to achieve the best 
results. These operations usually are expensive but 
can pay big dividends. 

Stockpile topsoil from excavations on the site if of 
satisfactory quality. Spread on the surface of the 
ground when the lawn is constructed. Five to 6 
inches deep is enough for a good turf. 

Soils sold as topsoil are variable in quality. To 
avoid layering that will interupt water movement and 
root penetration, incorporate the topsoil with a 
rototiller into the surface of the existing subsoil. 
Some topsoils may be inferior to the soil already on 
the site. It also is possible to introduce serious weed 
infestations such as quackgrass, bindweed and 
Canada thistle with the topsoil. A Colorado State 
University Cooperative Extension county agent or 
U.S. Department of Agriculture soil conservationist 
can assist in the selection of a good topsoil. 

If soils are predominantly clay or sandy, shredded 
peat moss, which breaks down slowly in the soil, or 
well-rotted and shredded manure, can be spread 
uniformly over a lawn to a depth of 1 to 2 inches or 3 
cubic yards per 1,000 square feet and worked into 
the soil. 

During soil preparation, work an application of 
20 to 30 pounds of superphosphate (0-20-0) or 10 to 
15 pounds of treble superphosphate (0-46-0) per 
1,000 square feet into the soil. Nursery-grown sod 
normally is fertilized in the field shortly before 
harvesting. After laying the sod, apply periodic 
fertilizer to keep an attractive lawn. 

Use a disk, rototiller or other appropriate piece of 
equipment to work the soil to a depth of 5 to 6 

inches. The soil surface should be smooth with few 
clods bigger than 1 inch in diameter. 

Watering a day or so prior to finishing the soil 
preparation will help to rid the surface of large, hard 
clods. Remove stones and other debris brought to the 
surface through preparation measures. 

Work the soil well and leave it firm but not tightly 
packed. If walking over the lawn site leaves footprints 
more than 1 inch deep after the final working, firm 
the soil with a roller. 

Sod is perishable. It should not be left rolled or 
folded for more than one day in warm weather. Even 
for short periods in hot weather it is advisable to 
store sod in the shade or lightly water the exposed 
sod surfaces. Use a tarpaulin or burlap cover to keep 
the sod from drying. During cooler parts of the year, 
sod may be kept rolled for several days without any 
noticeable damage to the grass. If necessary, sod can 
be unrolled on concrete or a plastic sheet, watered 
and held until permanently laid. 

If the soil is dry, sprinkle it lightly. Walk on the 
prepared soil and newly laid sod as little as possible. 
To keep tracking to a minimum, place boards on the 
surface of the prepared soil or newly sodded lawn to 
support foot traffic. 

Lay the first strip of sod in a straight line. 
Thereafter, butt the sod tightly together and lay in the 
manner of bricks in a wall (Figure 1). 

When the soil and sod are moist, roll the sod 
lightly as soon as possible after it is laid; if dry, delay 
rolling until just before the second watering. 

Watering Sod 
Soak the sod thoroughly as soon as possible after 

it is laid. As soon as watering is complete the first 
time, turn back a few strips of sod and examine the 
sod and soil to be sure they are soaked. When the 
weather is hot and dry, soak the sod daily for up to 
three weeks. 

Watering areas along sidewalks, driveways and 
southern exposures is important because these areas 
tend to dry out much faster than the rest of the lawn. 
In cool weather, the sod may not have to be watered 
more than once every two or three days. 

A couple of weeks after the sod is laid, pull up a 
corner of a strip to see how well the sod has knitted. 
When the sod is well knitted (difficult to break away 
from the soil), water the grass only about every three 
to five days, or just enough to keep it a bright green. 

If blue areas (a sign of wilting) occur, water the 
lawn immediately. The soil should be wet 5 to 6 
inches deep at each watering. 


