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12, From 1926 to 1929 respondent was a painter's

13,

1.

15;

apprentice in Budapest., He ended hls appren-
ticeship in 1929 and worked as a painter in
Budgpest until he entered military service in
1931. He served continuously until 1945, the
end of World War II* He was then taken a prisoner
of war to the Soviet Union, He returned in
1947. He worked for a few months in a screw
fectory in Csepel, From here he was fired be-
cause the Party secretary found out that he
had been a2 non-commissioned officer in the
Horthy army. Until 1949 he did odd jobs,mostly
for Budepest teamsters. In 1949 he wanted to
flee Hungary,because he found out that the
police were looking for him on a war crimes
charge, Unable to c¢ross the border at that
time,he went into hiding and lived for two
years in a hay stack in Rakospalota., Friends
gave him & food and clothing., In 1951 he agaln
attempted tocross the border i1llegally. This
time he succeeded ingoing to Czechoslovekia,
He was captured by the Czechoklovak secret
police beyon& Prague, He was returned to
Hungary,spent long months in the AVH prison,
and was sentenced to 5% yeabs on a war ¢ rimes
charge and for attempting to cross the border
illegally. The war crimes cherge was brought
agalnst him because he had been involved in
the exevution of some partisans in the Soviet
Union.

Respondent's father is presumably alive, His
last address was Nove Zamky,Czechoslovakia.
Respondent has had no contact with him since
1945, His mother died when respondent was only
three years old.

Has three hglf-brothers an&xﬁalf-aister in
Czechoslovakia. Exact address unknown,

Has one married daughter in Budapest,
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16, Left November 15,1956
17. Arrived in U.S, December 17,1956

18. Since his arrival in the U.S, he hsa been
in Milwsukee,N.Y.C.,and Westport,Conn,

19, Respondent would like to find more per-
marent employment in his profeasion, He
is 2 painter and interior decorator.

20, Has not been interviewed by any Western
organizations since leaving Hungary,

21, He spesks German and some Rumanian and
Bohemian.

22, Took an actlve part in the fighting and demonstrations,

Character description:

Respondent is a 45 year old industrial worker
and craftsman, His Tfather was also An industrial
worker, He 1s tall,thin,clean but very poorly
dressed, Does not have much education,(Only six
grades and threes years of apprentice school,)
but has a vast smount of common sense and very
good judgement, Is composed and calm usually ,
but betrays strong feelings when speaking asbout
the Russisns and Communists., His bitterness can
be attributed to the fact that his wife and two
children were killed by & Russlan bomb during
the war, He has bm@rximxprizanxRaxxfIwaxymamx
spent over a year 1n a Russian prisoner of war
camp,and has been imprisoned 2 5% years by the
Communists, He 1s very modest about his particl-
pation in the fighting. He mentioned in rather
a casuel way that he shot out three rRussian
tanks personally. He did not attribute much
imp@rtance to this,and consldered it something
nabtural. He see!iclearly the mistekes and
deffiencies of the Horthy regime,but prefers

it 1000 times to the Communist regime.
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18. Since his arrival in the U.S, he has been
in Milwaukee,N.Y.C.,and Westport,Conn,

19, Respondent would like to find more per-
marent employment in his profession, He
is & painter and interior decorator.

20, Has not been interviewed by any Western
organizations since leaving Hungary.

21, He spesks German and some Rumsnian and
Bohemian.

22, Took an active part In the fighting and demonstratlons,

Character description:

Respondent is a 45 year old industrial worker
and creftsman, His father was also &n industrial
worker, He is tall,thin,clean but very poorly
dressed, Does not have much education,(Only six
grades and three years of apprentice school.)
but has a vast smount of common sense and very
good judgement. Is composed and calm usually ,
but betrays stron% feelings when spesking asbout
the Russians and Communists. His bitterness can
be stbtributed to the fact that his wife and two
children were killed by a Rusalan bomb during
the war, He hes kmamximxpmizanxfRaxxRivexyaams
spent over a year in a Russian prisoner of war
camp,and has been imprisoned R 5i years by the
Communists. He is very modest about his partici-
pation in the fighting. He mentioned in rather
a cgsual way that he shot out three Russlan
tanks personally. He did mnot attribute much
imp@rtance to this,and considered it something
natural. He see:clearly the mistakes and
deffiencies of the Horthy regime,but prefers

1t 1000 times to the Communist regime.
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Having not had a very happy chilldhood,and having
lost a wife and two children,he is very much
attached to his d aughter and grandchild, He is
very homesick,and intends to return home once
Communism is overthrown in Hungery.
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IT. MAJOR SALIENCE AND WARM-UP QUESTION

The Americans are biind and do not want to admit
thet they are responsible for whst has happened

in Hungery, I got out of prisonf in September,1956,
From then on until the revolution I listened to
American radio broadcasts constantly. In their
Octobar 21 radio brosdcast the Americans predicted
thet the Hungarian students wduld follow the ex-
emple of Poland in a veryshort time. They seemed
to be directing us to turn against the Communists
and the Russians, When the time came for them to
help,us, they forgot about us,



(Politically unreli-
able males of draft
age vere asslgned to
military labor bri-
gades n¥ during thelr
term of compulso
nilitery service,

68 «M
. 6/I11

III, CHRONOLOGY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES, ACTIONS,
ATTITUDES, AND EXPECTATIONS DURING THE REVOLUw
TION

A, After 5% vyears of prison I was released in
September,1956, I lived with my daughter in
Budepest,but I wes assigned to a conatruction
project near the uranfum mines in Pecs, I was
there on October 22, I worked as usual., I sus-
pected something was going to happen., The Party
gsecretary for the construction project of the
urentum mines in Pecs had already flod, The
soldiers who served there 1n the labor brigedes
also were hopeful end expected something to
happen. We did not know what would happen,but
there was a feeling of keen expectancy.

I d1d not work om October 23,and went into Pecs
to make some purchsaess,

B, IN the evening of October 23,%the readlo
announced that armed bands had attacked the
police and the ermy in Budspest., I was both
pleased and relisved to hear that fighting
had broken out, EZveryone felt that at last
something was happening. We stopped work
immediately. The workers and the soldiers of
the work battelions cheered when the heard
this news, We had a peecullar feeling which
could be described best as exurberance., We
did not fear anything or anybody.

On October 23 nothing heppened in the vieinliy
uranium mines,

Next morning =2ll of the soldiers in the wek
work hmkskkiem battalion took off thelr red
sters. Only the officera kept theirs on.

Thet day (this ie the 2hith) we went into the
nearby village of Kovagoszalles. We took off
the red star of the local police statlon, The
police did not interfere, We also talked with
the AVH guerds who had their barracks there,
They had been piaced in a stete of emergency,
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and were heavily armed, But,they told us that
they would not fight against us should any-
thing happen,

That night(October 2l) three students came to
ue from Pecs and reasd us the Sixteen Podnliex Denmands
of the univerfdty studenta., Everyone was
ubilant. We felt that at lest we wlll be
ree of the Russians. There was much joking.
Woe made scarecrows and offigies zmmd of Hussians
and placed signs on them:!Russkies go home.’.

I was in Pecs on October 25 when the demon-
gtrations were staged. The s tudents forced the
cormander of the AVH to help pull down the
Soviet monument,

Pocs was heavily guarded by AVH and police
troops., Armed cars and trucks were patrolling
the city. But,somehow the AVH disappeared and
the s tudents,especlally the Revolutionary
Council,took over the admindstration of the

¢ity. This happensd on the 26th or 27th of
October,

We heard thst the Russians were withdrawlng
from Budspest. We were very happy. We thought
we would be free,like Austria,

On the 29th I came to Budapest because I was
concernsd about my 20 year old daughter and
her family. I came up with a truck load of
food supplies for the Budepest residents, I
was one of the guards assigned to the truck.

T received a subemachine gun and hend-grenades
from the s tuderts in Pecs. They had received
them previously from the army.

I saw seversl demonstrations in Pecs previously.
Everyone took part in the regardless of age or
sox, There were even Korean students among the
demonstr atorsd,

During the demonstrations I felt that the
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goveryment would ba forced to accept all 16

demands., No one thought sabout possible re-

galiations,or feared the consequences in those
ays.,

The demonstrations were initielly organized
and led by the university students,but they
soon became spontandous,with even part of the
Blue police force jolning.

The students received their arms from the
army, The ermy as & whole joined the revolu=-
tion. The army conmander in Pecs took command
of the entire district.

¢. When the Russians began thelr withdrawal
from Budapest,l believed that they were
sincere,and would eventually ¥ leeve the
country.

After my 4 return to Budapest on October 29,
Irested for a day. Then I met an ex-prason
cell mate who was in the militia which was
then being orﬁanized. He directed me to re-
port at ome of the headquarters in Vig Street.
This was in the building of the district
police headquarters, I recelved an army coatb,
arms snd sammunition,and a red,white,and green
arm-band with the inscription 'militie'.

Seven young boys were placed under my command.
We were assigned to check the cars on the
streets in that district.(I also took pert

in the fighting on Tisza Kalman Square,and
helped cepture the Party headquerters there.
Tem 100 per cent certain that there was an
underground secret prison there, I nyself
heard the voilces and intercepted the s ignels
of the prisoners, We were frantlc when we
were unsble to find the entrance to the

gegret prison.)

The sesrch for the secret prison could not
be continued becsuse the Russians 1aunched
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their sscond abitack sgainst Budspest on
November L.,

We heard the first shots on November L early
in the morning, We were given instructions
4o stay close to headquarters in Vig Street,
and would get our orders later, We had al~
ready bullt barricedes on the streets nsar
hesdquartcersd,

The Russians ceme systematically width tanks
and occupied all side streets,

The young people in my platoon were very un-
diseipliped, and refused to listen. One of the
boys crossed the street when I told him not

to go. He was inmediately shot down by one

of the Russians, An ambulance came to g ive

him first aid arnd to carry him to the hospital.
The Russians shot at thls ambulance and destroyed
it. The red cross on the ambulance could be

seen from far off,

Tn the fightings after November b I shedodm:
three tanks in sll. destroyed

(Respondent sald this ian a most matter of

fuk fact way,and immediately begen Lo speak |
about something elae. When asked for details |
he nemed the exact locations of these tenks

and mentioned the names of the men who were

with him,)

Wo were gradually forced out by the Russlans
from Budepest,and withdrew in the directlon
of Ujpest., We were able to defend Ujpest untll
November 11,

In the fighting on November 4 I received a
wna hesd injury, I lost consclousness and
ahout three liters of blood, I was taken to
an Angyalfold Hospaétal. (Angyalfold is the
name ol the mnorthern district of Pest
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inhabited mostly by industriel workers end
nmirrzrernd underwokld elements.) After re-
ceiving & blood transfusion and resting for
a day,I ran sway from the hospital,and went
back to my platoon. From time to time I
snesked back to the hospital to have my
wound dressed,

The Russians fought in a very cowardly way,
and were afreid to leave their tanks, By
November 11 we saw that the Russians had
captured everything., We clvilians were em-
katkk bittered when we sew that large num~
ber of soldiers were coming in our d irectlon
without arms. They told us that the reslstance
was useless, We civilians Hept on fightling
even after that., Those soldiers who wanted
to fight were Xak led by us thru the lines
into Ujpest. Some of the miwxizxm civilians
were so embittered that they seld they

would rather die than stop fighting.

On the 11th I went back to the hospitel to
get my wound dressed again, In the bed be-
side me there was s nirne or ten yearg old
boy whose right hand had been shattered in
the fighting. It hed to be amputeted, When
four Russians and an interpreter came to
the hospital to look for Russiens,the boy
wanted to shoot them on the spot., We worse
hardly able to subdue him., We feared that
the Russians in retallation would destroy
the entire hospital.

On Vovember 12 I left the hospital for
good,and went home, I told the doctors
not %o put too much bendsge on my head

so that I could concesl the firessing with
a cazp.pulled over 1it.

There was no food st home and I went to
Dorog for provisions, I the way back I
met a truck driver from near the bordsr,



681
te 11/111

Ho was bringing supplids to Budapest. This
driver was willing to take me,and help me
get out of the country. He sald he would be
returning home within three days.

My daughter was not willing %o come with me
beceuse her husband was not at home. She was
not willing to c¢ome without him,

The truck was stopped and checked several
times.by joint Russian ard Hungarien patrols,
Several residents of the border zone who had
proper identiflcations cards were also coming
withihe truck., They concealed us and showed
gheir own identification cards when we were
checked, On seversal occasions the chauffeur
bribed the Russiens by glving them bottles

of whisky,

D, Hungery has accomplished som@thing which

no other nation would have dared %o do. Had
the West helped us,there would be no Communism
today in Europe,perhaps not éven in Russila.
But,we had been eabandoned by the West and

lost everything.

Chronology:

Qctober 22-29 Respondent was in socuthern Hun-
gary,neer Pecs and the uranium mines, Took part
in the demonstretions in Pecs.
October 28 Comes to Budapest

ctober 30 Joins militia,takes part in the slege
end ceppure of the Party HQ én Tisza Kalman &q.
Novembdr i Active participation in the fighting,
is wounded and taken to a hospltak
November 6 Snesks out of the hospital and goes
fighting.
November 12 Puts down arms and goes home.(Has
snot out three Russian tanks since Nov, 4.
November 15 Leaves Hungary.
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A0
IVv. EXPECTATIONS OF HELP DURING THE REVOLUTION

A. When the fighting bm broke out 1n Budapest,
we expected the West to send ue arms,ammunition,

and troops.

B. Our expectations were besed on frequent
promises made by President Eisenhower and by
Radio Free Lurope.

¢, During the revolution I met an American
press correspondent.

(Personal description and the fact that the
correspondent spoke some Hungarlan seemed %o
indionte that this was Russell Jones, )

Hs ssked us rumerous questions and patted our
backs. He did not tell us anything interesting.
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V. SOCIAL CBASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES

A. My father was a beker,but he was never
self-employed, For a time he was a worker in

a stone querry. He was severely wounded in World

War I,and he became a semi-fnwvalid, From then
on he was unable to work much, His income

was insignificent. Since the age of fifteen
whon I became an apprentice,l was not home

at all. My mother died in 1917,and my father
remarried, I did not get along well with my
step~-mother,

My father owned a very small cottage con-
slsting of one room end a kitchen, Our family
was very poor,

My father finished only six graedes of ele-
mentary school and two years of apprentice
school, I do not know how much education
my mother had,

B. The social clssses in Hungery are the
intelligentsia,the craftsmen and tradesmen,
and the workers,and the peasants, (This
question needed considerable probing.)

I have hed contect with all these clesses,

By the intelligentsia I mean also the univer-
sity students, In this way it can be said
that the intelligentsia sterted the revolu-
tion,

The tradesmen ard crafitsmen were ruined
financially by the Communists,and were
rogstricted In thelr activities.

The industrial workers were suppressed and
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exploited bythe Communists. In my opinion,
about 75 per cent of the industrial workers
are good Hungarians who want to see the end
of Communism iIn Hungary.

A ond time I had a very poor opinion of the
peasiintry. Bubt,now,during the revolution,
although they did not fight themselves, the
peasants gave practlcally everything they
had to the Free dom Fighters. One of the
peasants sald that he would rather go hun-
gry himself to send everything to the Free-
dom Fighters, They have my respect and ad-
mliration.

I zarzii consider myself to be am industrial
Rurknaxy worker, :

In my opinion, the Hungerian peasantry was
hit herdest by Communism, DBut,now peéerhaps
the intelligentsia is worst off, Communists
are angry at them becguse they played an
important role in the revolutlon.

The industrial workers slways knew that

they could not live without the peasantry,
which feeds themyor without the intelligentsia,
which leads them. But,after the war,the
poasantry was taking advantage of the food
shortage and did a lot a blacke-marketing,

At that time this made them rather unpopular
in the eyes of the other two clasaes,

Before the war the intelligentsia wes in-
clined to look down on the pessantry. After
the war 1t seemed thet the intelllgentsia
had a better opinion of the peasantry.

The intelligentsia got along n2XX well with
the %@ industrial workers,tradesmen,and
craftsmen, This ues evident in the revolution,

The peasantry was %& dissstisfied with the
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intelligentsia,especielly with those in
public sdministration, They also fel® bitter
about the tradesmen and craftsmen., They eon=-
sidered industrial prices much too kgilk high
in comperison with what they got for their
crops, They also regarded the industrial
workers a8 CGommunists,and the source of all
their troubles,

During the revolution all these differences,
and even class barriers,were forgotten,

¢, With mz=pzm respect to getting along in
Commmunist Hungary,Perty membership was the
mek moat important,but claess origin was a
proliminary condition of becoming a Party
member, Talent and experience did not
avount to anybthing. A shoemaker could be-
come the chief of police.

T do not know of any changes in_ this re-
spect,but I was in prison for 5% years and
released just before the revolution, In
prison I could not be aware of the changes
in the same extent as I would have had I
been free., But,Il vaguely remember that at
one time the governmenit demanded workers
snd peasants who had been promoted to
officers in thearmy to complete gymnasium
studies. This seemed to indicate that
more onphasis was plaeced on talent and
knowledge.

rs individuals the boot lickers and good
Party members were the ones who were HIEE
shle to get ahead in Communist Hungary,

D, The AVH,top trade union,and Party officialsg,
and worker directors lived comparatively

mich better in Cormunist Hungery then the

rest of the population.
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W
VI. FAMILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNLSM

A, I lost my wife and two c hildren in the war,
They were victims of a Russian air-raid in
1945, My daughter was brought vp by her grand-
mother. I was a prisoner of war in the Soviet
Union,and had togp into hiding for two years
when I came home, end spent five and one half
years in prison. My family life ceased to
exist under Communism,

The femily life of most people was effected

by Communism,elther directly or indirectly.
The netionalizations,arrests,ete, all effected
family life also, In 1950-'51 thousands and
thousands of families were deported. '

My family 1ife cammot ka very well be com-
pared to either of the types mentioned, In
general,l think that the average Hungarian
family comes closest to type I,where the
family falls apart ond hazzmas the parents
are afraid to speak inthe presense of their
children,

Political indoctrination affected the edu-
cation of the ochildren of Hungary., Parents
distrusted their childremnf,but sometimes
the opposite of this occurred. The child
fesred his Communist parents., My daughter
has not been effected at all by Cormmunism,
She went to a Catholic schoocl,and was
brought up by nuna,

Many families were not affected by Communism,
This is true even though the parents may
have been forced %o become Pariy membebs.
For example,I knew personally a prison gusrd
whose children greeted their parents at home
with 'Praise be Jesus Christ.' This happened
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even though the child wore the Pioneers
uniform,

B, In the past regime there were brothels
where a person could get a woman,come away,
and forget about it. But,now,prectically
every womanf was available. There was no
need for brothels.

There was no formeallty about introductlons,
Young people were very promlscuous, Perheps
the peasantry preserved its morals the best,

Marrieges were regerded less seriously. The
civil ceremony was a simple formality eafter
which the couple went to bed,if they hadn't
been there already. Church ceremonies were
quite out of the question., Those who wanted
an eccleslastical marria%e had to have it
performed max secretly. Yivorces were very
simple. Husbands in prison just got notices
informing them that their wives had been
granted divorces,

I think that sexual morality declined con-
siderebly under Cormunism. Most of the EXXX
%% girls and women were so poorly paa paid
that they were' compelléd to keep boy friends
who helped support them, Also,there wama was
the slogan:'It 1s ewmzry the duty of every
woman to beer children,end 1t 1s W glory
for a girl to do so.!

Brothels were closed and prostitution officlally
sbolished under Cormunism in Hungery., But,
there were more prostitutes than before.

I think Corrunists have less inhsbitions in
connection with their sexusl XExmsixfumlife,
The Communist woman and girls were more
willing ta hit the bed., They needed no
persuasion at all.
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G, Such cases where one of two friends be~
comes a Comunist were fairly frequent, I
think the friendship would end if this were
to happen to me. I would be the one %o sever
the friendship,

But, 1t may happen that the Party member 18

not a Communist by conviction, In such cases
he could,and did,help his non-Communist friend,
and the friendshlp continued,

T don't think that a frieddship can continue
between a Rmimmdskipxyxdxmxnems Communist

and a non~Communist by conviction, The agree-
ment not to mix polities into the friendship
cannot be kept, Politics would be mixed into
the friendship even if they do not telk about
it.

D, Juvenile delincuency was more widespread
then befiore, This was caused by the poor
1iving conditlons and the lack of parental
eturcaddpa, unhrlnglnte. '

T never heard the word 'Hoollgan' before,

T £ irat heard the word 'Jampecs' in prison,
The jampecs were people who wore thick soled
shoes,and tight fitting pants,wide brimmed
hats,colored shirts, They wore their halr
long ard acted very sophisticated. Their
ngos mEzmi varied from 15 to 21. Most of
them eame from Industrial worker familles,
T don't think their conduet ls criminal,
They acted this way because they thought it
was smart. Also because the Communists did
not like 1t.

I think the entire gampecs problem was greatly
oxaggerated by the Communists, They slso used
1% as a means of anti-Western propaganda.
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VII. RELIGION

A, Communists persecuted all relighons ruth-
lesaly. Religious orders were d issolved. Nuns
became sesmsatresses and factory workers,Many
priests were imprisoned,

I think that the Cathollic church was hit the
Hardest by Communism, The Cormunists considered
the Catholic Church a pro-American,fasclst,
international orgarizastion.

T think that religion is e bulwark asgalnst
Communism., The Gommunists dé not believs in
God. In principle they are opposed to Waat
the church teaches. The Communists claim
that religion and churches are backward,and
are an obstacle to progress.

B, (Note: comparison of religilousness with

parents is not applicebhe because of respondent's

Tamily circumstances.)

I think I am just as religious as the average
person in Hungary, I feel a spiritual need
to go to church at least once a week.

¢, I think religious instruction should be
made compulsory in schools, I am in favor

of returning the former c hurch schools %o

the churches.

Censorship r@ with respect to young people

up to 21 should be exerclsed to sefeguard the
morals of the youth., In this respect the
churches should be sgllowed to exXxermlse cen-
sorship.

No,I don't think it is advisable for the church
to take an active pert in politics. The church
and politics should kukm keep away from each
other,
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D, I do not think that the Fewish religion
wes also persecuted by the Communists. In
194l the Jews were persecuted by the fascists.
Afser the so~called liberation,the Jews
fsvored Communism, Most Communist leaders
vere akse~-Jdews,

The attitude of the Jewa about Communism
did not chenge, It must be admitted that
very many Jews fought on our side during
the revolution. I myself saw at least
fifefy or sixty Jews I knew personally.

Very many Jews were Communist Party members.
Pirst they joined in desire for revenge.
They also knew that the top Communists were
Jews,and that the Jews had the advantage
over others by being politically reliable.

1t is true that many Jows fear an independent

Hungary, They sre compromised by Communism

for having served in the Avh,Communist Party,

ete,,but we must distinguish between Jews (The "upncr ton
belonging to the upper 10,000,and the rest thousand” of Cor
of the Jews, Only the upper 16,000 fear an rmunlot soclioty.)
independent Hungery.
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VIII. THE YOUTH

A, By Hungarien youth I mean all young people
under 21,

B, The demonstrations and the revolution were
initiated by the Hungarian youth. Although#
they were bred to be Communists,the clrcum-
stences of 1life under Communism turned them
against the regime. They foresaw their own
foture in the miserable 1i¥e of the older
people,

The youth had a better opportunlty to g tudy
the theories of Communism end to see the
situation more clearly than their parents,

The older people were enthusiastlc about the
Hungarian youth during the revolution, and
respected them, Previously they had been in-
clined Lo regard the youth as lost %o Communism.

The older people did not foresake the youth
during the revolution, Fifty end 60 year old
men and women fought with them. There was
accord and mutual understanding between t heyd
youth and the older people.

¢, (Not sppliceble. Respondent is over 30.)
and has no children in school, His child
was eduoated not by him,but by his mother-
in-law,)

D. In general the Hungarian youth did not
sympathize with Communism. Perhaps Communist
indoctrination may have affected those very

young children from the ages of 12 %o 16,who

were members of the Pioneer organizatlon and
other Communist youth organizatlons. But,the
parents of such children were themaelves
Communists or inclined toward Communism. That

the Hungarian youth as a whole re jected Communism
cen be seen in its conduct during the drevolution.
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IX, MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVIRYw
DAY LIFE

A, My major dissatisfaction with 1ife under
Communism in Hungery was that during the en-
tire period I neverf elt free, I was a prisoner
of war immediately after World Wer II ended.
When I came home,uf after a short time I wes
imprisoned. Yhat little time I spent in Hune
gary outside prisons and not hiding,I was also
very miserable. I was poorly paid, There was
the constant RBmXkinxg feeling of insecurity.

B.

Others complained that they were deprived of
their property,of their businesses,and enter-
prises,and had to bécome slaves of the Communisty
state,
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X, THE ECONOMIC LIFE -

A. T was freed from prison in September,1956
and lived only one month in freedom before the
revolution, During that one month I was em~
ployed on a conatruction project near the
uranium mines in southern Hungary, I lived
there in the workera' barracks,and ate the
food of the workers' canteen. The food was
not enough,nor good, I always had to buy
extra food in order not to be hungry. I wes
not able to afford clothes at all., When I
came home from prison I had practically
nothing left. I wés unable to buy anything.
I bought myself during that one month before
the revolution only one pair of used,second~
hand shoés,

I also maintained a room in my daughters
apartment in Budspest, I paid her 280 forints
a month, That is,I plaumed to pay that;I only
paid her one month before the revolution
broke out, I was unable to pay the rent to
my dauvghter and sustaein myself et my plave

of employment from my weges. I was forced

to accept loans from friends.

I experienced the most difficulty with
clothing, It seemed hopeless to be able to
afford a sult of clothes,

My post-war standard of living canmot be
compared with my pre-war steanderd at all,

From 1948 to 1956 on I did not llve well at
all., In 1948 I already had to go into hiding.
The euthorities were out to get me. From
then on I was imprisoned, I was released
only in 1956,and perhaps it can be sald that
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the one month which I spent in Hungary before
the revolution was the best of the entire
period, But,this can be only comperatively
speeking. :

Giespondent wes unable to mamE name anyoneé who
1ived comparatively better than others in Hun-
gery from among his acquaintanceﬁg

During the psst eight years the low standard
of living in Hungary %= was caused by Soviet
dictatorship.

(Further probing did not get any other enawer
from respondent.,)

B, (This sub-section is not applicable, Re=-

apondent was freed only one month before the
revolution,and has aslready stated fhe emount
which he esrned then,)

¢. (Not applicable, Respondent hasxbhasz was
freed immediately before the revolution.,)

D, I was employed as a palnter and interior
decoretor on the construction project near

the urartum mines in Hungsry. We had to paint
<a the gpartments of the workers employed
there, We did not work on a time hasis,but

on a miax piece basis. Cur production maanorms
were such that I very often hed o work from
seven in the morning to nine in the evening
in able to accomplish my work.

I got along well with my co-workers, I ex-
copted this job because I was unable to gel

any other as a former polltical prisoner, I

did not get alorg well with my superior. He

was a top Commupifst who was always after us.
Yiost of the workers there were former political
prisoners who were unableto get jobs elsewhere.
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He slways threatened to fire us or to toke
disciplinary measures against us. But,1¢

mst be admitted that he wes a good crafts-
man and undersatood his trade. He was more
inclined to oriticize our work than to praise
it,but this too happened,although very rarely.

I do not kmow anything about thd trade union
vacation program, I myself had been a member
of the Hungarian Socisl Security Heakth Ser-
vice. I was hospitalized and operated on 1n
1947. At that time I was not satisfied with
the treatment, We did not zmz® enough care 1in
the hospital. For exemple,when I was operated
on they did not use anesthetics,and therefore
the operation was very painful, I do not know
how the trade union Social Security Health
Service j functioned later on, It may have
improved,but at that time 1t was very bad,

I had an old friend who,in 1956,received only
200 forints a month pension, For many years

he had been a gatemen in ene of the factorles
in Csepel, He complained bitterly that he was
not able to live on his pension. His wife

went to clean a restaurant, She always bwought
seraps of food home which were left on the
plates.

E, In Hungery I would prefer to live 1In the

city. My occupation ties me to the city., I

thirnk that in Commnist Hungary the agriculbural
workers ate better food than the industrial
workers, They also had a higher standard of
living., Politically it was egsier in the villages
because the agricultural population was

strongly ageinst Cormunism,and the Comrunist
Party in the provinces was very weak,

When collective farming was firat introduced
in Hungary,l did mot 1like it. I suspected that
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this would mean higher food prices. I think
thet the small and middle peasantry opposed
collective farming in the same manner and
degree, I huwm heard about collectives being
disolved only during the revolution,
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XI. THE POLITICAL LIFE

A, Before 1948 I wes not very much interested
in politics. I did not teke an active part in
politics.at the time I served in the ermy,be-
cause professionsl soldiers and reinlisted non-
commigsioned officers were not allowed o btake
active partg in politics during the Horthy re-
gime, Later on,efter 1945,1 was interested 1n
politics because I wag, ggsed to Communism,
but I never took any/éaﬁg n the political
sotivities of any party. Before 1948 I sym-
%ﬁthized ¥ most with the Magyar Elet Partja.
is was the party in power up to the time
the Germans entered Hungary. The progremg of ‘
this party was strongly nationalistle, It 4
wanted the re-annexation of the territories
lost after 1919,end 1t was based on the
principle of private ownership,

I heard about the first commne in Hungary

during the 191819 revolution. I was & child

et thet time and #i#t do not ¥ remeber what j
Bela Kun and his friends did, But,I consider :
them cormon criminals. |

During World War II I was aware of the Cormmunist
Party,but in my opinion Communists were only
xmu® loafers,and lrresponsible elements who

did not like to work and would like to come to
ENER power,

My opinion of the Communist Party at that
time did not change after 1948,

B., I think thet very few people,perhaps only
10 per mxmmkxzx cent,in the Commmunlst Party
are Party members by conviction., The vast
majority of the Party members éntered the
Party because they were compelled to do so.
Tere is also a large percentage of Pabty



68-M )
e 27/X1

members who sre opportunistic elements. They
;;il join any perty if it suits thelr interests,
The policies of the Comrunist Party dhanged
considersbly during the last elght or ten
years., The first significant change can be
noticed et the time of the R&jik trial,and
before that at the time of Tito's expulsion
from tho Party. kmes Later on the Communists
became reconciled with Tito,and Rakosi had
to leave Hungary. These changes were caused
by the Commurists' desire to get loans from
the West .

(Respondent needed considerable probing,very
uncertaln about his answers.)

I do not know what Party morale is, I have
never heen a Communist.

To be frank,l,during the short time I wss
free in Hungary,was unablée to form an oplnion
on the Communist Party and 1ts leaders, But,
I think that most of thée Party leaders are
wicked,diabolic people. They have convictions
and want to rule, This is more important to
them than money. I do mot know of any top
Communists who might be well meaning. Perhaps
the only exceptlon in this is Zoltan Vas.

(Respondent s approval of Zoltan Vas is based
on the latter's conduct towerd politicel
prisoners, Ves was noted for his visits bto
priusxs prisons end prison cawps where heo
tried to imppove conditdons in favor of the
prisonsrs, )

When Hungary becomes independent I think that
all top Communists should be hanged,

C, There was opposition to Cormunism in Hun-
gary,ospocially by industriel workers,students,
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prieats,and, perhaps most of all,by the peasantry. T.h are
was no sabotage. This was quite out of the question,and also
strikes were impossible. But,the peasants left thair lands
untilled and sabotaged crop deliveries. The industrial
workers, whanever they could, slowed downed production.
There were times when,in Csepel, so-called silence strikes
were staged, That is,the workers were in the factories,
worked little, and did not talk to anyone, even during meals,
I do not know how the students opposed the regime and
Communis: because 1 wae not among them. But, that they
were against Communinésm and the regime is evident from
their conduct during the Hungarian revolution, -

Such acts of opposition were effective because they gradually

led to the revolution. The people 2t home began to get ideas

in 1953 when the first Imre Nagy government was formed.

When Imre Nagy announced his program of more freedom,

Rakosi was quick to hold a radic speech #hat and to con-

tradict him, Perhaps it can be said that from then on the p
opposition of the people in general toward Communism

increased more and more,

(Respondent's answers very vague and uncertain,)

The intellectuals also opposed the regime secretly. I was
aware of their activities only during the revolution when
the Hungarian Writers' Federation issued its declaration.
i have never heard of the Petofi Circle.

The significance of the intellectuals in the Hungarian
Writers' Association is very great. They were essentially
the leaders of the revolution. I do not think they were day-
dreamers. They were practical people and they expressed
the wishes of tie the people. I do not think they had any-
thing new to say,but they had to say what the people wanted.

I think that the Hungarian intellectuals opposed the regime
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. because their standard of living was very low. ‘

Most of the intellectuals are very decent and nice people. !
Some of them are turncoats., There is one,l am unable to |
remember his name,who was very active during the revolu-

tion, but now is again writing for the Communists at home.
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XIl. THE APPARATUS OF POWER

A. The members of the AVH are¢ crusl, sadistic people.
They joined the force because theyd did not want to work,
and wanted to live well. They had all the advantages they
wanted; high pay, good women, good quarters,uniforms, and
large expense accounts. I did not know any members of
the AVH in private kie life. I had been arrested by the
AVH and sent to prison. I knew only the AVH officers who
intePogated me. '

I do not know any AVH men who suffered remorse,had
pangs of conscience ,or wanted to leave the service,

When Hungary is independent,all AVH officers, without
excepiion, should be hanged or quartered.But, this does
not include those inr enlisted men who had been forced

to serve in the AVH as guards during their term of com-
pulsory military service, As a prisoner I knew one or
two such AVH men who were good to us. One of them
even injured his eye intentionally in order to leave the
WX service sooner,

The Hungarian Blue pelice were almost as bad as the
AVH. The only difference between them was that the
Blue Police did not investigate political crimes. This
was lefi to the AVH. I do not think that the Biens Blue
Police force was as efficient under the Communistg
regime as it had been under the Horthy regime. 1
think that there was more cam corruption in the Blue
Police for¢e now,and large scale criminals gave tex

whex eguderienisctexthecpukics the police a regular

cut,

During the revolution, in the first days of the fighting,
the Blue Policemen simply disappeared, Many of them
fought on our side in the second stage of the revolution.
That is, after October 28. That was the time when the
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militia was organized, The information concerning the
Biue Police force and its participation in the October
revolution is based on my personal experience,

B. I think the courts in the Horthy regime were just.
Communist accusations that the courts at that time
ware exercising 'clags justice' are not true.

The People's Courts were,set up after 1945 to iy

try mostly political cases. I do not think that the
sentences of the People's Qourte were just, I do

not think that war criminals are guilty, The soldier
who ig given order tc fight has te do so, It is true
that some of the people who persecuted or tortured
Jewe deserved their punishment, But, very often it
happened that people accused falsely of such acts
were innocent,and, nevertheless, sentenced to death
and esmomberdc executed. I, too,was accused on one
occasion of being a member of the guard in one of
the ghettogs. I had never been there in my life. I
was hardly abex able to clear myeself before the police.
With a little less luck I would have been hanged. But,
since I was able to prove that at the critical time I
wag off fighting on the front,I was not indicted.

C. In Budapest the army as a whole immediately
joined the ravolution. In the provinces the enlisted
men and the non-commissioned officers,aimost
without exception,immediately sided with the
revolution. But, the officers were more cautious
anrd did not express their sympathy for or against
the revolution so readily. But, in the provinces some
unite joined the revolution as a whole,while others
did not, can be attributed to the absense or presense
of Rusaian troops in the vicinity, Where w Russian
troops were stationed nearby,as.for example,in the
city of M1sltolc ,in the eastern part of Hungary,
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the army was less willing to take sides openly with the
revolution, although, without doubt, they sympathized
with the Freedom Fighters.

I do not know of any differences in the conduct of the'
enlisted men, officers, and non-commissioned officers
which can be attributed to their class origin or HZXXX

pagtaRx geographlcal locatlon,

I was not at all surprised by the conduct of the army
during the reyglution. I know thati they were also under
great com opp:ﬁion. From 1931 on to the end of World
War II in 1945 I was constantly in the army, with the
exceptdon of nine months in 1933. As a non-commissioned
officer in the HOrthy army I got along well, and liked
the life in the army. There was strict discipline, but
otherwise the treatment was good. Some officers were
less popular than others., This was due to thecx their
personal habits or character. Some of them were
mean and were after the non-commsiioned officers
and enlisted men., @mz All of the officers at that

time had to be intelligent people with at least a
gymnasium diploma. I think that very often boys

from peasant families made better soldiers and

better non-commissioned officers than boys from
industrial workers families,

The non-commissioned officers got along well with
the enlisted men and were very ofien on good terms.
But, strict discipline had to be maintained,

I did not serve at all in the Hungarian army dirx
during the Communist regime,

D. (Respondent has had no contact at all with
Russian occupation troops in Hungary. During the
revolution respondent had no contact with Russians
other than fighting.)
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E. I do not know of any instardces where local govern-
mwent officials would be willing to forget government
regulations in order to help people. :

¥, Personal contacts and back-stairs influence helped
a person in Commmunist Hungary. In prison I met people
who were ariésted for accepting or giving bribes. But,
I do not think that in such placas,as for example, the
AVH, one could give or offer a bribe.

G. I don't think that the top leadership of the AVH waa
intelligent. All they knew wae how to torture people.
For example,when I wae interogated by them,I was
shut up in 2 small inclosure the size of a cage. There
was 2 bright glaring light shining in my eyes. I had
to constantly look at the light, This & went on for
hours and hours,and perhaps for days and dyam days.
if I became dizzy or lost sumxgiamx consciousness,

I would have to lean wgizr against the wall, The

wall was studded with sharp nails. When these
pierced by back, or side, or chest,l immediately
regained consciousness. At the end I paseed out

and do not remember being taken out of the cell.

I don't think that the top leadership of the Hungarian
a*my is intglligent. Ex.-workers and peasants com-
pleted a brief training course and were given top
ranks in the army.

I donit ik think the leadership of the Ruesian army
io yery intslligent or efficient. They get talent by
teking a gulp of vodka now and then.{Sarcastic)

I don't think that the top officials of the Hungarian
public administration were very intelligent or
efficient,




68-M
34/¥111

XIII, ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTSI FOR
HUNGARY

A, As long as the Rusgians remain in Hungary Communism
will also be in power, The Russians will remain until
either a revolution at home, or a war with the West forces
them to give up Hungary, and the other satellitas. Until
then the Kadar governmant will xex remain in power,but
perhaps not Kadar, I think that he will very likely be
assaesinated, If this happens, someone else will take

his place. Who that wiil be is irrelevant, The Kadar
government will continue the podize policies of the

Rakosi government, I don't think he will give any
concessions, I think that he is worse than Rakosi,

I think that a war with the Soviet Union is inevitablae,
That is, unless a revolution breaks out first in the
Sowiet Union, which would make a war unnecessary,

I am in favor of a war between the United Sf ates and
the Soviet Union, amzx even if this means an atomic
war,and the possible extinction of Hungary. I think
that the people at home, although they too are fed up
with wars, would prefer this to their present fate,

I don't think that methode other than war would help.
Diplomatic means would be of no use. The Russians
are lying evan in their sleep. They are tricking
Europe and tricking America. They trick the entire
world. One cannot believe them.

B. sftex After the war we in Hungary knew that the
Soviet army would have to leave Hungary once the
peace trealy was signed, When this happened we
always hoped that the Russians would withdraw soon.
When President Eisenhower was clected to his first
term of office,we knew that he domexmx had been 2
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soldier, and hoped that he would make order in Europe.
Ve thought that he would try to force the Soviet to
leave Hungary,and the other satellite countries by
diplomatic means,and, if this should f%.‘\'l,by resorting
to war. In 1954 we heard rumors that/some top level
diplomatic negotiations five or six large Soviet cities
were marked out to be bombed by the United States

if the Russians failed to withdraw their troops from
Furope within a given time. We always hoped that
the Russians would be forced to leave Hungary. We
were always setting dates, When these dates were
approaching or pasBed, we set neawer ones, We did
not give up our hope for one single minute.
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X1V, SOCIAL, POLITICAL,AND ECONOMIC
IDEOLOGY

A. In an independent Hungary I would like to see a
socialist system of the kind that exists here today
in the United States. But,by socialist I do not mean
Communist, I mean socialist in the true sense of
the word,

B. In an independent Hungary Z emphasis should be
placed on both agricultuse and industry. One cannot
exiet without the other.

(Respondent admits he does not know the difference
between heavy and light industry. When this was ex-
plained to him,he said:)

I think it would be better to manufacture things in
Hungary which we have. We do not have iron,we have
to import this, Therefore,it would be better to place
emphasis on the light industry,

The production of arms and military equipment should
cease in Hungary. In its place it would be much more
advisable to manufacture agricultural machinery.

If Communism is overthrown in Hungary, azgd the
national enterprises should be abolished. Every-
thing should be given back to its former owner. This
includes the government farms and kolhozes. The
farm cooperatives should be abolished. The only
cooperative that should be allowed to operate would
be something like the Hangya cooperative in the
Horthy regime,

(The Hangya cooperative was a marketing and pur -
chasing cooperative with gbranch stores all over
Hungary. It conducted the Hungarian agricultural
exports before and during World War II.)
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I do not approve of govermment ownership of
industries,nor of the transportation facilities,
Thie,too,aﬁould be placed in private hands,

I would not epprove of govermment ownership

and nationslization,even in the case of heavy
industries,

I do not think that one person or one family
should be allowed to own more than 250 or 300
yokes of land, This would enable small pee~
sants to acquire some land for themselves,foco.
I don't think that in en independent Hungery
they govermment should prescribe what the
peasants have to grow,and there should be no
compulsory delivery of farm products,

Peasants should be allowed to market their
produce without any restrictions,

If I hed to chodse betwesn a system where _
there was mno freedom,but the govermment in~
sured a high standard of living,and a truly
demperetic system where the goverrment does
insure anything,l would neverbheless prefer
freedom, I am confident that if they left

me alone and permitted me to work,I could
make enough to support myself and wmy family.

In an independent Hungery I would not tolerate
the activities of a Communist party. If any-

one is caught condueting Communist activities
underground,he should be hanged immediately.
Communists heve given us enough bitter ex-
periences in the past,and they should not be
allowed to contaminate people with thelr
doctrines., I would also ban gll Fellow Travelers
g?ganizations such as the Hungarian Popular
~ont.,

C. I think ideally for Hungary a militery
alliance with thoe West like thet of West Ger-
many would be the best. This would exclude
military relaetions with the Soviet Union,and
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it would be advisable also to abollish all
cultural and economic relations with not
only the Soviet Union,but also with the
other esstern European countries,if they
remain under Communist rule, On the other
hand, the military,cultural and economic
relatione with the other western Luropean
countries and withthe United States should
be developed to phe greatest possible ex-
sna tent.

(Subjeet has not heard of p}ans for a
Damubian federation,not does he seem com-
petant to be probed onh such lines.)

I do not find Hungery's present boundarles
acceptable., I would like to see the pre~1919
boundaries restored. This could be accome
plished only thru the United Natlons. I don't
thirk this could be accomplished by war,

I am not mfrank afraidngimtha Hungarian
minorities in the neighboring countries
xasz losing théir nationalityam, Bub,they
too are under Communist oppresion. It would
be best to ennex them to Hungary,or,if this
is not possible,to oblige the govermments
of the neilghboring countries to respect

the rights of the minorities.

The problemg of Hungery's boundaries snd
minorities are important mnot enly to me,
but to everyone in Hungary.
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XV, THE FORMATION OF PUBLIC OPINION

A. Before the revolution I did not hear any-
thing about Khrushchev's sevret speech at the
20th Party Congress, At that time I was in
prison,

-~
NOTE: Respondent did mot know that this wes
the speech in which Khrushchev dented Stalin.
Ovanc o
Respondent did not know anything ebout Sena-
tor McCerthy and the Uldmerican Activitles
Cormittee., He was inclined to mix Senator
MCCearthy with Genersl McArthur.

He did mot know anything about the fall of
Peron,nor about Rakosits private life before
the revolution. )

B, (This sub~-section is not applicalbe because
respondent spent most of his time before the
revolution in prison.)

¢, During the past few years before the revolu-
tion I was in priszon. I received most news by
word of mouthjall kinds of news,mostly politi=-
cal, Much of this rews was not relisble and
was merely wishful thirking. But,there was,
for example,in prison,a cellmate who worked
in the electric repair shop in the prison.
Some of the guerds ard officers brought thelr
redios to be repaired there. He somethimes,
when no one was present, turned on these redios
and listened to foreign radlo broadcasts. This
was the most reliasble news source I recelved
in prison, I received it directly from him.

BT e
D, (Subject does rot seem compebant,end Bection,
a3t i3 optionel,is left out.becauﬁpybgjlack of
time. ) “Ae
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XVI, EVENTIS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

A, Within the Soviet Union there are chances of a civil
war breaking out between two factions of the Soviet
Politbureau. When this will happen I do not know. 1 do
not think that gradual liberization in the Soviet Union
is probable.

If iree elections were to be held in the Soviet Union I
am sure the Gommunist Party would be defeated., Probably
@ Social Democratic party would coms to power,

Collectively, the top leaders of the Soviet Union want to
rule the world, As individuals I think that they are dia-
bolic, wicked people who are interested in both power
and material advantages. Many of them may have strong
Communist convictions. Some may not, The chief
difference between them and the Hungarian Communists
is that they are the ones to give the ordexs.

B. Of the countries mentioned Poland is the most sym-
patheti¢ in Hungary. Hungary has always been on good
terms with Poland, and vice versa, Bulgarians are also
syrpatheti¢ because they sympathized with Hungary.
Czechoslovakia, Rumania and Yugoslavia are equally un-
popular in Hungary because they have always been our
enemies,

, : in
If free elections were to be held in these countries /all
of them, without exception,the present Communist regimes
would be overthrown,

The standard of living is hiphest in East Germany and
Czechoslovakia sscond. The standard of living is lowest

in Hungary and in all other Communist countries equally.

C. The Gomulka government in Poland does not represent
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a change. He is the same kind of stooge as all other
Russian puppets, He will remain in power only as long
as the Russiang want him to, My views on these matters
kave not changed in the past five or six months.

Events in Pdand in the autumn of 1956 did affect the Hun-
garian revolution. The immediate cause of the outbreak
wikthkzin Budapest was events in Poland, The students
staged demonstrations in Warsaw two or three days be-
fore,

I have not hﬁard of the Pxsme Poznan riof.
(Respond@nt was inclined to mistake Poznan for Potsdam.)

1 do not know of any changee in freedom of expression
long before Gomulka's rise to power.

It would not have been better if the Hungarian revolution
khad followed the lines of the events in Poland. It is true
that we have not gained anything at home,but we have
gained an enormous good name for Hungary and the
Hungarian people abroad. Now every nation has respect
for a hand full of people who dared to oppose the giant
Soviet Union,

D. I do not know what national Communism is. What is

in Yugoslavia is not national Communism. It is the same
thing as in Moscow. Tito is a escoundral. He is a Communist
but has misled the entire world into believing that he is
upian against Moscow. This he did only in order to get
rnaterial advantages from the West.I think that all along
there was a secret understanding between Tito and Mos-
cow,even at the time when they were seemingly on bad
terms. The whole thing was only make-believe,
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I do not know what Tito®s relations are to the
other eastern Euripean countries. I think that
Tito has an iron curtain of his own,and it sx
is impossible to go and visit him from these
countries.

During the revolution I did not hear what Tito's
attitude was on the Hungarian revolution,but,at
one time,we expected the Yugoslavs to move and
help us. This was in Pecs,in southern Fungary,
near the Yugoslav border.

(Asked about Titoism in the other satéllite
countries,respondent talks of XEam Yugoslav=-
Rumanian commexrcial relatdons.)

I do not think that Tite/s is popular st home.
However,I must admit I know very little about
conditions in Yugoslavia. I am unable to say
whetber 1t was better in Hungary ox Yugoslavia.
During the one month before the revolution when

I lived near the Yugoslav border in southern
Hungaxry,I spoke to some people of Yugoslav origin,
but I was unable to determine what life was like
inside Yugoslavia.

E. ( Asked about the situation in the Middle
East,respondent refuses to answer questions,
because he states that he does not know any=-
thing about conditions or situations there.)

F. Judging by what I saew in Munich during the
short time I stayed there after leaving Hun-
gary,Ll think that the standard of living in
Vest Germany is about as high &s in the United
States.

It may be true that from the Russian point of
view the Germans may be dangerous in as much
as they may evoke a third world wsr. However,
for myself,I would like to see this war bresak
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today. For this reason I approve of West Ger-

man resrmament. I think that today the West

German army is about as strong as the armgd

forces of Great Britain. It is certainly stronger |
xRakt than France's. I think that the length of |
military service in West Germany is probably |
two or three years.

The military occupation of Hungary by the
Cermans during World War II was shorter and
less severe than the Russian occupation after
the war. It cannot be denied that the Germans,
both officers and men,behaved mguk much more
disciplined than the Russians. I think that
all people in Hungary agree with me in this
respect,

(Respondent does not know what NATO is,has
never heard of the NATO army.)

The Britésh Labor party is probably the equive~
lent of the Social Democratic party on the con-
tinent. I haven't the slightest idea to what
extent the British Lsbor party sympathizes with
Communism,br whether it rejects it.

Of the countries mentioned I think that the
standard of living is highest in Great Britain,
Italy second,Viest Germany third,Greece fourth,
Egypt fifth,Soviet Union sixth.

H. On my arrival in the United States I Wﬁﬁ h
very much impressed by the efficiency ia/wi ken
we were handled in Camp Killber. After leaving
the camp I was very much impressed with the

fact that from one week's wages I could not

only live well,but also was able to buy clothes.

I am not satisfied with the United RxaxaXzStates'
foreign policy in connection with eastern Europd.
For exsmple,during the revolution we did not get
the aid which was promised us. We were told only
to hold out three days and they would send military
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supplies and forces. They did not keep their
promise.

As long as the Communists are in power in the
satellite countries,the American government
should give no economic aid or loans to the
satellite countries of eastern Europe. KuRgExy
The United States should not recognize the
Kadar government. It would be best to sever
even diplomatic relatdéons with the Kadar govern-
ment. Since my arrival in the United States

my imp® impression is that the United States
government should immediately declare war on
Russiaf if she does not withdraw her troops
from Hungary.

I think that the people at home would like to
see more llestern visitors. These visitors
would¥ be sble to inform the Hungarian people
at home on conditions in the United States.
Communist propaganda is endeavoring to place
life in the United States in a very unfavorable
light at home. They tell stories of racial
discrimination,misery,want,unemployment,etc.

I think that people at home would very much
like to see trade union officials,and perhaps
news correspondents. The trade union officlsals
would be able to get first-hand accounts of
conditions there,and they would also be able
to inform the people on how workers are living
here in the United States. Correspondents and
newspaper men would be very desirable visitors
for Hungary,because they would be able to get
a clear picture of conditdons and developments
there., Before such people depazrt f¥»om Hungary
it would be advisable to talk to them,to explain
conditions at home so they would be able to
understand better what they will see. I think
it would be very desirable if they would talk
with intelligent,recent refugees who know
prgbably the conditons in Hungary better then
others.

The people at home would most certainly like to
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read more Western publicstions and periodicals.
The only way to get these publicatébons into
Hungary is thru the aid ofWestern legations.

I think it would be desirable to have recent
refugees associated with such activities as
sending publications home to Hungary,and giving
information to prospective visitors. |

The purpose of the Marshall Blan was to aid the
oppressed people of Europe economically. (It
seems,xk according to respondent,Marshall Xaw

ald was given only to countries under Soviet
rule.) I do not think that there were any
political conditions attached to Marshall %mar aid
grants.

In 1950 Americs became involved in the Korean
War because the United States government wanted
to save Korea from Communism. Xkaxxy Why I do
not know.

J. I don't think the United Nations is very
&fective. There is not much need for it after
what we & saw in 1956. At that time the United
Nations should have been firm towerd Russiad,
ancd demanded its immediate withdrawal from
Hungaxy. I don't think there is any chance

for gffective United Nations action on Hungary
in the foreseeable future. I do not know who
the president of the United Netions is,but as
long as he is in office there is not any hope
that the United Nations will help Hungazy
effectively.
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XVII. KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDE TOWARD
SELECTED PERSONALITIES

A. I think that the greatest living Hungarian
today is Pal Maleter,because he £my fought
against the Russians bravely.

B, Up to 1953 I thought that Imre Nagy was a
true Communist., At that time I became comvinced
that he is acting under compulsion.

Cardinal Mindszenty is a true Catholic and a true
Hungarian patriot. He has preferred to stay in
Hungary,althoughf he could have come out.

Despite the fact that Lazlo Rajk was the one
who organized the AVH,I do not have a bad
opinion of him.

Erno Gero is a dirty bastard and a traitor.

I1'd like to skin Jano Kadar alive and salt him.
I'd do this all gradually so he would not die
quickly.

(Note:ﬁubgect has beermgeneral Bela Kxxk Kiraly is a Hungarian from

procured through the
I'roedon Fighters Fe-
deration,)

head to toe.

In my opinion,Anna Kethly is a double~crosser.
I have respect for President Eisenhower and I

like him. But,I am sorry that he did not give

the go ahead? sigam signal to the United States
army against the Soviet Union.

I do not know who Hammarskjold is.

I have heard the name Dulles before,but I do
not know who he is.

The same applieskm to Eden. I have heard of him,
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but I do not know who he is,

Truman was a pacifist who did not want wazr.
I do not know who Mikoyan is.

Prime Minister Nehru is a two-timer.

Rkinx Chiang Kai-shek is the president of
Free China. I think he is a xzighi guy.
adog..

I can never gorgive Ferenc Nagy for escaping
Hungary to save his own skin,and leaving the
country in the lurch.

I know that Roosevelt was president of the WNx8
U.S. during Vorld War II. I do not know anything
else about him,

Adenhauer is the Chancellor of West Germany,
He's a nice guy.

Stalin was a lousy,filthy garbage can., He was
the oppressor of millions.

Malenko was Stslin's successor. He is no better.
Franco is a decent chap.

Bevan is a French prime ministex.

Khrxrushchev is also a garbage can,

Molotov is a dirty spy and a traitor.

I do not know who Ollenhauer is.

Chuzchill once sided with the Soviet Union,

and then with the Germans. Finally he supported
the Soviet Union.
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XVII1I. ATTITUDE TOWARD EXILES AND EXILE
ACTIVITIES

A. The people who came out of Hungary after
and during the revolution were people who
took part in the revilution and in the de-
monstrations,and therfore had to fear the
conswquences,or who had been freed from
prisons and would have been returned when
the revolution was suppressed. The refugees
are mostly young people,although all age
groups are represented. Most of the refugees
come from Budapest and from along the #sm
Austro-Hungarian border. But,there are
refugees even from eastern Europe, Many
people came out with the refugees who did
not like political conditions at home and
wabted to spend the rest of their lives in
peace.

The people who remained were either Communists
and AVH officers,who feared that they woild

be made to answer for their deeds in the Vest,
or those who were too timid to take the risk
of going to the border,and possibly being
caugsht. There were many people who could not
come out for § family reasons,for example,
women who were expecting,or large families
with voung children. There were people who

did not come out because of their age.

I do not know of anyone who had the chance
to come out,but did not do so. But,I do know
that many people stayed at home because they
hoped that a political change for the better
would occur anyhow. Once they realized that
the change was out of question,perhaps they
would have come out,but it was too late.

In my opinion,if everyone were allowed to
leave Hungary today,only about 15 per cent
of “the present population would remain.
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B. The only exile organization which I knew
in Hungary was Radio Free Europe.

Since my arrival in the United States,I have
hecome a member of the Hungarian Freedom
Fighters Federation, There was another Hun-
garian exile organization which wanted me

to join in Milwaukee. I do not know exactly
what its name was. I did not join.

T have heard about Bela Varga only here in

the United States. I have known Tibor Eckhardt
at home in Hungary. He is a brilliasnt xwm man,
and a gmad good Hungarian,

iy P %‘1 £
I did not approve of Charles . He has
already died.

Miklos Kallay is a true Hungarian.

T heard about Zoltan Pfeiffer and Istan
Baronkovics at home, I do not appwx approve
of them.

in connection with Otto Hapsburg,l think
that nobody wants the restoration of a
monaxrchy in Hungary.

Governor Horthy had his faults,but he was
good.

I think that exile politicians such as Tibor
Eckhardt who left Hungary before 1956 tried

to do what they could in the West for Hungary.
They tried to influence public opinion,and

to spread information about the true situation
in Hungaxy. I thought about Eckhardt during
the revolution,but not about such politicians
as Baronkovics.

C. I do not know of anyone who fled Hungary
after 1945 and later redefected. I know how-
ever of Hungarians who left after 1945,acquired
Hungarian citizenship ﬁgrﬁage,came home to

]
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visit relatives,and were arrested. I have not
heard about the Communists' redefection cam-
akm paign.

1 think that the people at home would like to
know how we are living here in our new country.
I do not know if there is anything they should
know under all circumstances. I think that the
exiles should try to adjust themselves to life
in this country,try to make a living,and try to
help the people at home,if by no other way than
to at least send parcels to them,

I have already joined the Hungarian Freedom

Fighters Federation. The main pExsarRxapurpose

of this federation should be to liberate Hun-

gary from Communism. This should be achieved

by influencging the United Nations and the

foreign governments. I have no objections |
against prgvious—Hungarian emmigrants joining |
the Freedom Fighters® Federation,but they |
should b e true Hungarians.

I do not know anything about the Hungarian
political parties in exile,

I knew about the revival of the political
parties during the revolution. I approved
of this,because this was necessary, I would
tikextoxseexihe have liked to have seen the
Hungarian political party leaders in exile
return to Hungary during the revolution and
paxkizipxata to have participated in the
revival of the parties.

I want to return to Hungary once Hungary is
liberated from Communism, :

I don't think I will get married and have
children,but if I do,I would like them to
learn not anly English,but also Hungarian.
here in the United States.
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XIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO AND LEAFLETS

A. FROM 1948 on I was either in hiding or in
prison, Therefore,I did not have the opportunity

to listen to forelgn radio bmoadcasts in Hun-
garian. But,during the one month that I was

free before the revolution I listened regularly

to the Hungarian broadcasts of the Voice of
America,and Radio Free Europe. I did not listen

to the B.B.C,'s Hungarian programs but once or
twice. All of these programs were jammed,especially
the Voice of America programs.

I listened to these broadcasts practically every
night in September,1956. I listened to them
either at home,st my daughter's pa apartment in
the presense of her family,or in the workers$
barrscks near the uranium mines, We listened

to foreign radio broadcasts there in laxge
groups. No one was concerned about the conse-
quences of being caught listening to radio
broadcasts. Yhen I was unable to listen to

fmg foreign radio broadcasts myself,I always
got a second-hand account from someone who

had listened to them.

In the Fall of 1956 it was not dangerous at
all to be listening to foreignh radio broad-
casts. Before xkux that I was in prison,but
my understanding was that it was dangerous.
One could be impximznad imprisoned for in-
citing against the people's democracy,or,
at least,siimx dismissed from his job.

I did not have any special preference be-
tween the Voice of America and Radio Free
Europe broadcasts. I listened to both with
keen interest. However,what these broadcasts
gaid was not true entirely. I can establish
this from the fact that Radio Free Europe
promised us help and urged us to continue
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fighting even if the Soviet should occupy our
capitol. We should continue fighting and hold
on for at least three more days. Then American
military aid would be forthcoming. Before the
revolution the foreign radio broadcasts helped
to inform the people at home about events
taking place not only outside of Hungarz.but
also at home. In general,the people believed
these broadcasts,buxyalthough there were times
when they said 'ALL the radios do is talk and
promise,but they never act.' I do not know of
any special role that the foreign radios played
in the revolution,with the exception of the
promises of Radio Free Europe,which I already
mentioned,

Radio Free Europe should continue its broad-
casts inte Hungary,but they must confess openly
that it had made a mistake in the past,and it
will do its best to repair what wrong it hxads
has done. Then probably the people at home will
believe it,bmx again.

I think that in its programs Radio Free Europe
should place the emphasis on plain economic
and political news serviee. There has been
enough of propaganda,and promises. I t would
also be good to inform people at home on life
in the West,and in the United States.

B. I have never heard of the initials NEM. I
have not heard of the Twelve Demands,only asbout
the demands during the revolution,

C. I have never seen a Free Europe leafldt be~
fore,but I did see in 1955 balloons which were
bringing leaflets into Hungazy.

On one occasion in September,1955 a few leaflets
dropped into the prison coal murm mine camp in
Oroszleni I did not get any of the leaflets,
but one of the prisoners got one and told me of
its contents. I do not know what exactly it was,
but it was political news,and encouragement to
the people at home.
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I think it was just as dangerous to pick up
leaflets,to pass them on,and to talk about
them as it was to listen to foreign radio
broadcasts or to talk about them.

1 think that these leaflets were very useful
in as much as they encouraged the people at
home and kept up their hope. But,on the other
hand,it cannot be denied that many of these
leaflets have glaced numerous people in jail.
Anvone caught in the possession of such leaf-
lets would be jailed.

1 don't think Radio Free Europe should continue
sending leaflets into Hungary. It does not

have much sense,at least Z not under the present

conditions.at home.

D. I think that all Western organizations
sending broadcasts and leaflets into Hungary
want to encourage the people at home and keep
up their resistance to Communism. I am not
aware of any differences in their intensions
OI purposes.
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A, The most important things that & child
should be taught is honesty,character,and
to be a good Christian.

It is necessary to discipline children,and
it may sime sometimes be necessary to spank
them. I think that discipline is even more
necessary for boys than girls. Otherwise
they would become immoral. As children
grow older I think that they should be
disciplined more severely, They should
gradually m be made to work.

1 was fifteen years old and a painter's
apprentice when I spoiled some work. My
master scolded me and I wanted to leave
him. He took a cane and spanked me on my
rear end. Then I realized that I could
not do as I pleased,and stayed.

In our femily it was usually step-mother
who spanked me,but in the fam?iles of my
xzguknx acquaintances it was usually the
father who spanked the children over six.

I don't think that the sexd of the child or
its age had anything to do with which parent
spanked it or disciplined it. I don't know
of any chenges in this respect according to#
social class.

Girls are usually sixteen,bpys eighteen when
physical punishment is abolished.

Punishment in general is abandoned only when
the child leaves the family.

I don't know of any changes in thés respect
according to social classes.

I don't think that Communism has very much
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changed the punishment of children in the
family. Perhaps the parental punishment

of children under Communism was less fre-
quent because officially physical punish-
ment was banned even for parents at home.
But,I think that most parents disregarded
such rules. Pehaps the children were emanci-
pated ea rlier under Communism,and gengrally
the parents could not control children over
fifteen.

I do not know much about the treatment of
children in schools and their disciplining
under Communism., I have heard that physical
punishment had been abolished.

The traits which I admire most in a friend

are willingness to help,reliability, and
sincerity.

THE® END



