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Questions which produced awkwardness or blocks:
questions about the motives and character of the
Commnist writers who participated in writers' revolt.
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Interviewer's Note:
The following is not strictly speaking a formal interview,

merely a set of comments extracted from a number of conversations
with Respondent. The Respondent was unwilling to submit to a
lengthier 1nterviaw; partly because he was working full time on

a book about Imre Nagy which left him no time for the intorview;

but chiefly because he felt reluctant to give away what he con- |
sidered was valuable information in an interview; preferring to I
preserve any special information he might have for future articles
and books,

: |

In the Marxist terminology the writers did what Marx did; that ‘
15 they broke out of their own class in support of the proletariat, '
Thus, Marx broke out of the bourgeoia‘e in support of the prolet.ar:lat

W ﬂ.f\ﬂ-n

while tﬁ‘e&vritera abandoned the aristocracy of the reg:lma, breaking |

out of their class in support of the people, E
% & ok ok &k & % |

Ag_gél_o Aczél didn't behave in this liberated easy going way
at home; this is his real perse’mality; this is the real Aczél and

&lemﬁ.“

not the personality he had at Egmzi . }:E Aczal sat as thehm
St of kDISZ Committee, he wasself-important, but this was not his
own self-importance but the accepted and required tone, The Com-
munist manner underwent mmmzx considerable change between 1945 and
'56, In 1945, '#6, all the members of the Party were on per tu terms
with each other. We would say Szarvusz,, Comrade Rﬁkosi How are _you

ete, CSservusz, Rakosi o elvtars hogy vagyoo.?" >Also, until 1951,
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a great many Party members mmd% caps because Ra{koai

wore it to dec lare his solidarity with the proleteriat. The
Communist manner was originated by Stalin, who'd talked this
way to Rikosi, who in turn talked in this fashion with Istfgh
Nagy, atco; all the way down to the lowest functionary., In 1947,
and '48, when the Party was consolidated, they told us: "We are
now the ruling Party, Comrades, you should not address each other
by 'thou' any longer, you should shave everyday; wear necktios;
etc,” In 1950 or '51, we were not supposed to wear caps xmt any
longer in imditation of the proletariat,but were told to wear hats,
And so it went,

In 1953, came the liberation from the stiff,self-important Com=
munist manner when the bohemian life of Budapest asserted itself
againé the bohemian way of life came back paralell with the politi-
cal liberation, It is &= true that the_insist:nca of the intel-
lectuals on this way of life was a very significant demanq,but
their political and social demands on behalf of the people were

lwed-» :
more 1mportant,f1" e lask Sewtonmee wWas GAQ‘&A as anw o« a.:ﬁ\l-'--

Lo B Q o‘*d .
s G T Fi e ; £ % & %

The captive mind.
The captive mind was many years in the making. Look at Hd&,

for instance, an old deviationist, which fact explains his later
development. Héy wrote an anti-Western anti-imperialist play
which was opposed even by Révai who considered it too crude, You
are mistaken if you think that the schematic literature of the
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Stalinist years was a result of Révai's crude insistence on
Socialist realism. He was far too subtle for that. What
happened was that the writers convinced themselves that this was
the way to do it, The captive mind is true; it exlisted, Nbbody
forced Zelk to write his poem to Stalin, I remember when he
was writing it he was all excited about it and used to call up
when he finished a particularly good line or stanza to recite it
to us, He was full of happy exhi.l:ration at the thought of having
written such a wonderful ode to Stalin,
ok & % k%

There were two groups of Communist writers among the partici-
pants of the writers’ revurolt;:J those who were convertod;- or rather,
disillusioned,in 1953, and those who didn't @ see the error of
their ways until 1954, In 1953; the Party told the writers to go
to the villages and to dishade the peasants i‘rommol_lectives.
Inatead; it was the peasants who convinced the writers of the
rightness of the peasant stand., See M's: _Nyirs_e'gi_!iaplc; @fé'i-}‘fﬁ
We fought for six months over this poem, over this trend., We Said:
ﬂ '&t may be true, but is it t.ypical?" We believed that it was
true but we felt that it was not typical. In 1954, the second

group of writers was converted, disillusioned. They were Zelk,
Benjamin, Aczel, Méray, Karinthy, etcs We were chiefly influenced
by the revelations about the Rqﬁé}trialjs the freeing of Losoncsy;
the rehabilitations, The two groups; howevaru; were friendly with
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each other even while arguing and debating.
The big conflict between the Communist writers took x place in
1951; at the time of the clique debate between the so-called
" drifidk’or 'ﬁo’rung G_entlemon"and the "talented or so-called real
writers" "teh;'tsa'gesek vagy igasi ig irok", 2 In the De’ry debate
Réval condemned this conflict officially aa:ﬁnprincipled indulging
in personali@.es; claiming that such clique formations could not
be reconciled with correct Communist practice. Although all these
writers belonged to the same Party cell; there were personal as well
as conflicts of principle involved, The'.:ze‘_u:lg gentleme:f -(t_ir:lfihk)-
were those who were_'truly imbued wit‘l.:;\@;rt.o;alg} they were left
of the other clique, although the members of the other clique also
wrote adulétory poems about Stalin. Zelk;, for instance. But they
considered their art-_', their writing; more sacred and not so much
% an agitational tool. They liked Babits secretly; etc, The
"young gentlemen"-[ﬁrifiﬁk)liked )\é:;, but they sfilsd that this was '
not a central problem now, There was Cini Karinthy, for instance,
who grew up in the Nyugat Circle and sucked the poetry of Babits
with his fathers milk; but he did not publicaliy fight for
Bm:ﬂ.'!;s-s although in coinpany he too,admitted his enthusiasm for him.
The clique of young gentlenen';' including Somlyo'; Kucaka;_ Devecseri;_
Karinthy and Aczél;, was supposedly untalented and consisted only
of careerists -(St;~5ba"rok}., The young gentlemen praised Stalin out
of cai'eerism; while the other clique praised him out of conviction. |
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Lajos Tam;si was 1n-betwee11; and agreed with thel person to whom
he was talking at the moment.

The Communist writers came to the Party through a variety of
channels, Some came from the old intelligentsia, others from
the labor movement -(mkiq,msgalon)— a third group “&“:" 3
university products, and a fourth consisted of folk or Populist
elements. Kc;nya was a good example of the latter; he was proud
of coming from the people, was nationalistic;, feeling that the
Magyar was the best in the world. |

The Déry camp consisted of the "clique of sincere wri.ters" I
whereas the 'young gentlemen -(uriﬁﬁk) belonged to the Rdvai
camp, But this did not prevemt Cini and Dery from being frionds,

etc, The way peOple spokz up for or against Dory in the Dery
debate revealed which camp® they belonged to. 'l:hia debate thrust
mgamn literature into stagnation; what followed was pestilence
and decay;* People didn't like it )but they didn't quite know why.
Then Uncle Imre fomulated/":oliticany in the program of the new
course; which was translated into literature;,‘ too,

Some of the writers who now visited the provinces-;, the villages
where Kucaka;, Kc;nya; who was also a member of Parliauent; Saﬁcadi;
Url:i.ﬁ.t'n's Szebere'nyi; and Tardos. Thus;,. they discovered what was
wrong sooner than we did, Ve didn't see the light 1.;111'.11 the
summer of 195&-;; when there were terrific orgies of self-criticism,

embracing of each other, joy at finding each othér,_ and in general

*¢ dé'cav.ef sz 25 vothadds)
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a big uniting of the two groups.
It is not quite correct to say that Acz&l belonged to this

1953,. group.*' Aczél sa\'«r‘;\t:;:?: there were troubles -— but

at that time the slogan was that these were meraly the "diffi-
culties of growth", He didn't realize that these troubles were
fundamental and were symptoms of?diaeased orhn:l.smo In 1953..
people began to see that there was something basically wrong,
and that it was not simply a matter of "there are still some
miscakes; Comrades™, It was not until 19514-; howover; that

Aczél realized that everything was bad. Sure, he mny have gone
to the country in 1953, lots of people did;, to take their vaca-
tions, But this was not very influential on his devolopneq’tg

He was very much affected by the minutes of the October, 1951;;
Szabad N‘ég membership meeting )which he read after he returned
from China, My final disillusionment came in the summer of 195..

In 1953; the conflict between the two groups of writers was

never basic; al though they raged at each other. We never said
that ¥m=x Kuczka was an unprincipled scoundrel; what we said was
that: "How can he be so stupid as not see the invincible strength
of the peace camp,™ And Kucgka wouldn't call A,qg;lz a sco{mdrel)
but would tell him to stop arguing and go to the 711170 instead )
to convince himself mg of the truth, There was no hatred between

though there was distaﬁ;‘ and the intrusion of

the two groups )

personal issues, The reconciliation was an agreement on basic princi

(Jut- nokte: B, had clavmed Ry (= his ivleyvied)
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ples: we agreed that Uncle Imre was right,and thetRakosi was
a bloody scoundrel, The first rap£:::2::::twas k not to each
other as persons /but to the common platform,in the summer of
1954, The personal reconciliation took place in October, 1954, |
The rapprochement consisted of the acceptance éi‘the sectarians
of the platform proposed by Kénya, Kuczka, P4l Szabd and Sarkadi.
It is strange that this group which found itself in 1953, was
more moderate later, whereas the sectarians who took longer to
discover the truth, were more violent in their opposition to
the regime. It was this former sectarian group which became the
leader of the intellectual revolt. The reasons for this are une-
derstangggiopsychologically; after all’it is the man who loves
his wife who murders her when she becomes unfaithful., The nature 3
of the reconciliation differed from person to person, and was a |
thing of dalicxte shadings. For 1nstance, now when Kﬁhya made

a statement at a Party membership meeting, Aczél would agree. And
that was all, There were also cases & where the former enemies
would pour out their souls to each other., This was a beautiful
united front in the noblest sense of the worid, RAkosi tried
to disrupt this unity in various ways., He tried to bribe some
of the people - such as Aczélo And others received Kossuth prizes
or praise in Szabad Néﬁ to k gain their adherence to the Réﬁosi
cause, This attempt gk at bribery and coercion continued until
the end, For instance, after Lukacsy called Rakosi a Judas at

a Party membership meeting, Sarkadi and Kuczka awt were called
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1@§o Szabad Nég and made to write articles condemning Lukihsye

It was Kuszka's which was published, They wrote this because
Horvath persuaded them (megdumiltalgdket) that behavior like
Lukd&sy's would undermine the gains of the 20th Party Congress,
Horvith told them that Rdkosi must be undermined slowly and care-
fully; and that a tone like Lukd@sy's would only help Rﬁiosi's
cause, Horvhth said that even criticism should be expressed in
the correct Party mxtkmx manner. (pdrtosan), He was probably
right,

The reason for Rakosi's weakness was that ever since the death
of Stalin he ‘Einowawhat was going on in Moscow. It was dif-
ficult to figure out the exact stand of the individual Moscow
leaders regarding Imre Nagy;_thero was the tense international
situation and Geneva; the tension with Tito; the rahabilitationa;
etes The Réiosi gang lost that réeling of total certainty with
which 1J1k1110d'cheatod,and murdered. They were afraid that
Suslov or Mikoyan would come to Hungary and give them hell, tell-
ing them: "We told you to stopy your illegal actions ,..." Now
K?uahchegzggid that if the Hungarian Communist leaders had been
courageous enough to arrest two writors; there would have been
no Hungarian Revolution, This is true, although they would have
had to arrest more than two; and is a brillant atatanent; chiefly
because it was on account of K%ushehev that the writers were not
arrested, Rdkosi would have stopped the Revolution. In fact he
was planning to arrest 400 people after the Petgfi Circle ban but
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Krushchev didn't allow him to do so,

Why did we launch the writers' revolt? When we begant; we
believed that justice would triunph; and also that regardless‘
of the consequences we would write only if we could write the
truth. We also trusted in the victory of Imre Nagy. Aftor'all;
look at the history of the C.P.S.U.,which proves that tﬁe masses
revoltedl whan they could no more live the old way. k&nﬁ:':re';\ﬁs-
covered the truth we couldn't continue doing what wejdoing; then
’or fightﬁ:;at we believed right. .
We didn't know what the 20th Party Congress would bring; even Rakosi

didn't know, In fact Erddls was arrested the night before the

we could either sell ourselves

opening of the Congress, We didn't count =£f on the Congress as

a factor in our revolt, We knew of the chaﬁges in Rusﬁia, of
coursa; but we‘;\ci%st faith in them after we saw fhe way Imre Nagy

was treated., We realized that the new Rusaian leaders were a
worthless crowd. After this reali-sat.ion; the Russianx changes

had merely tactical importance to0 us such as the Kl'rushehov-'l‘ito
g::;t‘:'and the 20th Party Congress., Of course; we hoped from

the beginning; but we had nothing substantial on which to base our
ht:um;J that Ra{kosi would fail; that the Soviet would get bored with :
m him; that he would be unmaéked; that they would get tired of |
him.. Although the Russian changes were an important consideration
to us;, we couldn8t count on them; there were he@}ationa, weake-
nesses; tactical maneuverings. The Geneva congeroneo and some

of the subsequent developments made us breathe more easily, es-
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pecially since we felt Rékoai's hesitations and insecurity re-
garding the Russians, We felt this; just as the horse feels the
unsureness of the horseman., Basically our tactics consisted of
using everything we had against the regime. For 1nstance; & sup-
pose there was a Pravda articl}e attacking the writers; a 15 page
article in which one paragraph began: "At the same time we must
adm1:; that ..." We would use this article to further our own
aims, quoting only this one paragraph or sentence
The most active members of the writers' revolt were the five

condemned in the 1955, xmmwk resolution and Benjamin, Dery had
the most important role because of his great preq%éo as a writer
and artist; because of his personality and unyielding charaeter;
because of the respect which all the other writers felt for him.
Déry is an aristocrat, a writer who insists on his cannas; a man
who looked down on lesser mortals. Hé participated in our poli-
tical debates but his role was not the political leadership of
the writers' revolt., Nor did he claim political correctness for
his own views., He preferred to moralizeg; he had a moral attitude
against the regime's immorality, D&%Y helped us simply by the
fact that he was; he was the only CP writer with such literary
prestige.

Aczel was very bold and courageous in his fight against the
regime; and he had a very important role with respect to the
writers' memorandum to the Party, In fact he was the ::;i’and
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and literally the motor of the memorandum because it was he
who collected ia‘;'1.311&.1:.111'93 with his little Sgoda car., The attacks
in the exile press on jmchrEsk Aenel amxk are extremely unfair,
Today they are AM Ac zbl vasscsiwnos and that it was IS
Hay, now in prison, who is the martyr among t.he writers. Actually
Hﬁy's role was more showy than anything else, and it was people
like % Aczel who did the real work.

The idea for the memo waa born sometime in the summer of 1955,
after the Tito-mlganin-Krushchov pacto Everything was dead;
people on vaacation, Déry in the mountains ,and others on the Bala=
ton, Then came the very amnoying confitation of an issue of Irodaln
Il;]ég by that idiot Non. We demanded that a meeting of the Writers’
Association & Part.y ,?m @ called, but Andics vetoed this. Then
the Communist members of the Writers' Association presidium re-
signed in protest, which aggravated the situation, We felt that
we simply had to do something. Question: ‘VWhat was your aim in
prhpargng this mmn'c:srlanclul:u;s what did you try to achieve? imiw
Answer: "Hogy zur legyen" =(to cause a commotion.) You see this
is why I don't approved of these interviews, this is why I prefer
to write of my experiences. I supposas that an interview is more
revealing., but I don't see how an unguarded, undignified =fitmx staté,
ment like this could se;rve the cause of the Hungarian writers,
What I really meant to say was that we wanted the country to know

Sy what we were trying to do. To put it solemnly, we wanted a
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"great scream in the night"? We wanted the country to talk about
what we were trying to do, to show the people how many of us
writers and acters there were in opposition to the regime, We
wanted this to be a slap to RAko&i, and we succeeded,

The writers' revolt was based on the difference in the mpx=m
phase of development (fézid}’kﬁlgnbs;g) between Russia and Hungary ,
emphasizing this difference in order to hurt the Hungarian lead-
ership. We weren't trying to prove that the Russians were better
leaders but did it simply because we knew that it would be une
pleasant to Rakosi, We knew we wouldn't hurt Rﬁkosi by saying
that he was a stiff sectarian Communist, but realized that we
could hurt him only by saying that he was anti-Soviet in his
policies, We had no illusions about the Soviet Union but knew
that this was the tactically = correct policy.

In the memorandum we wanted to bring up grievances which were
not personal but which touched the cause of literature as a whole;
which were national and above Party interests. We wanted to bring

up grievances which hurt everybody such as the dismissals at

" I
Szabad Nep, Laszlo Nemeth's Galilei, the question of the pxmfmx peg=

forming of The Tragedy of Man whose ban we considered a national
insult. The same applies to the ban on the perfomance of Barték's
E | Csadatlatos Mandarin -(i}rokﬂ’derful Mandar:ln)& and the question of
Benja:nin's book of poems.

The writers®' revolt had no deliberate ofganisat.ional machinery |'

Floagy siohast az djszakiban)
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on
but was based chiefly on personal friendships and X agreements

of principle. As for the Petofi Circle, the writers and the
leaders of the Petdfi Circle symphathized with each other and
were influenced by each other but they had no united plan of
organization, The leaders of the Petofi Circle respected the
writers however and were to some extent under their influence
ideologically, After Gerd's speech attacking the Petdfi Circle
there was a campaign in the factories, which consisted of reports
on the rehabilitations held at the factories, and demands that the
entire country should be rehabilitated. We discussed the plans
for the press debate with each other and with Losonczy. At the
press debate I sat beside Dory who gave me his speech to read.
Then Janosi told me, when he entered the hall, that the old man”
wanted us to mention the fact that this was the third anniversary
of the June Resolution, But somebody else, somebody intim@hated by |
this idea, suggested that we keep quiet., I think I know why I
was not expelled from the Party as a result of the Press debate;
the way Déry was. Dé}y was essentially the original enemff.the
Emanuel Goldstein of the regime, whereas I was supposed to be a
good Communist, Because of my Korean articles; thé?ggg{z;'t have
believed that I was a petty bourgeqis deviationist.

The atmosphere in which the memorandum was prepared was full
of rage, nervousness, fear and 1ntimé§gation, and passions, Often

we felt discouraged but then we started again. Often we decided

*(é’ |
sellen SQQ
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to drop the whole thing, to go home and write a romantic drama
about love, saying: "let them drop deﬁd!“° The atmosphere had
something about it of Ady's poem in which he says: "We need
Mbhdﬁso..“, proclaiming that the Hungarian people would only
awake when everything was on the verge of destruction., We had
"deep Magyar' Ady lamentations, The next day somebody would come
and say: "Did you.hear what the craszy Rhkosi said at & Csepel?™
There was a tremendous passion in the air, There was also a lot

of humor, it was always when things looked darkest that we cracke
ed the most jokes. The memorandum was a terrifically big issue
all over Budapest; evarynne in Budapest knew about it, but people
didn't have the text which made it all the more exciting,

The way it went was that we said)now at this coming Party mem-
bership meeting, we'll really give it to them. Then after the
20th Party Gongroas we said;%his 1alsomathing we have to make use
of; wmm the bloody acoupdrels, they8re kicking their last..."” The
20th Party Congress justified us and was closer to our tactical
line than to Rdkosi's although it didn't really reflect our feel-
ings and x beliefs. Afterwards when w&itgt;d before the Central
Control Commission on the charge of organiziting a factiony by ad-
dressing a memorandum to the Party; I took out my Party membership
book and read from the rules of organization that tise rule which
stated that an extrﬁtprdinafy Party Congress could be called to-
gether if one half 6&rthe mémbera demanded it., I sald that this
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implied that the members &Rould sign a petition to demand such
a Congress, Thus, if it was alright for the members to do so;
why was it wrong for us to do sor But Séévéri and § Pétori-(?)
told me that I misunderstgmd the rules of organization, because
this rule merely meant that the §entral Committegcould initiate
the calling together of such a Party Congress from above., In

other words, they stated that the rule didn't mean what it said.
% & %k %k ok |
Fear, I.was never acutely afraid, never afraid of being killed,;
but a number of times I was afraid of arrest. & 1) On December
15; 1954, a number of the rebel Szabad Néh staff members were
fired, but I was not dismissed. I was supposed to go to Berlin
as a correspondent but I procrastinated. Then Malenkov fell from
power, and early in February 1955, I went to see Horvdth to get
some idea of the prevailing atmosphere, to find out,if possible,
what was going on., I knew that Imre Nagy and Malenkov had been
friends so I was very much disturhed by Malenkov's fall and further=
more I was concerned about the fact that a marshal; Bulganin; had
been made prime minister. That was the first time I was afraid
of arrest, 2) I was dismissed from my job at Szabad H;E.on May
7th, after my return from Berlin. I thought thanm,and I remember
saying to Lenart: ¥ "They won'’t touch us for a month mk or two
but I think eventually they will make a faction out of the seven

Szabad Nég rebels, In fact I am certain thq’hfter they arrest
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Imre Nagy, we will also be arrested:' My reasoning was very realis-
tic, and if 1t'§igpgnded on Rakosi, this would have taken place.
However, meanwhile, the KfushcheveTito meeting took place, as well
as the Geneva Conrerence’and so we were not arrested.

Although the Central Control Commission meating at the Steel
Wbrkers Trade Union was terrible atmospherically, I felt,l °TP°9{‘°1
MA some of the others, that this did not indicate the mechane 1
ism of arrest, When they want to arrest you, they do not invite J

you to a meeting of the Central Control Commission, etc., I |
felt that the mechanism they employed was too legalistic for |
this. By the way, after this meeting, Cini said to me: "Well ,
they sure tricked us into this." (Beugrattak)., He didn't mean
Rékosi oitherg he meant Imre Nagy and Haraszti. At this tima; |
I counted on a further stage of development; before my arrest,
such as their demanding that I attack the imperialists. That 13%
I thought there would be a further prov:cation and in case of re-
fusal I would be arrested. 3) In January; 1955; after the

Szabad Nég business I was afraid of arrest and I actually left
Budapest for two weeks in order to make it more difficult for

them to find me, and also to get away from their pestering. This

is the sort of pestering I had to put up with, Once Horvath

and Pandi phoned and said that they wanted to talk to me, I went |
to see Péhdi who asked me what solution I saw to the problems con=- |

fronting us. He asked me to write ang article which would help
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Aava DNy

solve our problems in literature which were gnthe central
questions facing us; he said that such an article would clear
the air of suspicion and would bring an atmosphere of confidence,
etco uTwo days later, I received an invitation from the
Party organization of the ﬁters ' Association and the Budapest |
Party Committes to vigit the Ganz shipbuilding factory. Kuczka ‘
and Ms'lrieissy were also summoned, The factory's Party secretary, 1
Lajos Balogh sat next to me at the meeting held at the factory.
He was a ghrewd’stupid worker, who stayed simple out of shrewdness. .
‘At the meeting they told us that we didn't know life and didn't |
sense the real mood of the ::;n; class. Then they took us around
this factory which I had visited at least 25 times, as though we
we were foreign delegates to a peace congress, as though we were |
Negro or Hindu visitors who came to the factory for the first I
time, The workers were welding and when they were asked what
they earned, they said: "Everything's fine, I make 1;600 forints
a weekx," Then for four hours we had to listen .to their talk in
the room of the Party organizationy, They read us the workers®
pledge for April 4th and said: "Well, what do you think of our
marvelous working class?" Jud'th Ma'rie{ssy said , quite truthfully;
"This was an unforgettable meeting." We knew that we were leftist
deviationists comparxed to the wmke welder. An intelligent func-
tionary told us the truth about the waste of money;, the inoffic'nncygzg
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etco; at the factory., Anyway, after all this, I just wanted to
get x away and that's why I went to the country. Then I got a
call from the Heviz Film Factory to write a script for them.

L) When Peter Erdds was arrested in February; 1956, we thought
that we would also be arrested; and therefore, we burned Imre
Nagy&manuscript, the manuscript of his 1955, memorandum to the
Party which was in our possession at the time., 5) I was in
CSQchaﬁ@vakia when I heard abotfthe Central Committee resolution
against the Petofi Circle, I was certain that I would be arrested |
on the border on my return , 6) I was alsc afraid of arrest on |
the day of Rakosi's fall, That morning around nine or ninp-thirty; i
every newspaper and periodical received a phone call instructing )
them not to publish the paper until they.raceivud an important an- E
nouncement ., They_also phoned me and I was convinced that this ane
nouncement would proclaim the arrest of Imre Nagy and a number of
others, including me. An hour and a half later I received a phone
call announcing Rakosi's cemest:, fall.

0% % % & X i:

I joined the Communist Party in 1945,
x % % % % Kk X

|

In 1953#‘195#, I was Party secretary of the Writers' Associationg
and subsequently I became aecratary of the VWiriters' Association, ;
For five months early in 1955, I had no means of support because |
they boycotted me, In the spring of 1955, Szalai offered me a i
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free-=lance job which I refused. He asked me: "What do want to
live on?" I said: "I x will be able to make a living if you
will only let me.™ He said: "What do yoymean?" Then Szalai
told the film studio not to %ﬂe as a writer because I was

a rightist, /
' B { 24 ]
In May, 1956, Imre Maté, the editor of Beke emd Sgabadgag be-

came secretary of tge Writers' Association. I was asked to become
an editor of Bek = badgag, I discussed this offer with the
old man ("aﬁ'JQeg“) who said that the time has come to occupy the
available positions and ms urged me to take the job on the principlo:
of striking the iron while it is hot.x I accepted the job and from |
this position I was able to urge mX others to write articles, atc.;
against the regime. It was we who published K Banjaﬂin's poem to
Harassti,
® % % % &
Rajk and Révai, We knew, and in recent years we received proof;

that at the time of the Rajk trial there was an attempt to get

rid of Revai as well, He was just as much involved in the Nékosz

as Rajk; and thﬁa the attack on Rajk for his support of Nékosz
affected him too, But’after all; Révai was a Stalinist to the

core and so he was saved.

% % % % ok %

Darvas, Raxlx Darvas was one of the most unprincipled scoundrels

and yet he had at all times come out for the Zggiaggz of Man, He
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defended Benjimin, eteo
> % % K X & ¥ o
This was the sort of trick question which they might ask at
a political seminar, hoping to catch people in an 1deoiog1ca1
deviation: "Which People's Democracy is more developed socially;
Czechoslavakia or Bulgaria?" The answer is, of course, # that
they are equally developed socially but people might easily be

tricked into saying that Bulgaria was more retarded,

* % % % %k %
Now, I buy the ate d Nation every waok and find it
quite good although occasionally it is a trifle too pink for me. |
It is strange to think that there was a time when I couldn't bear i

to read the wemsmxmmes New Statesman and Nation because I found i

its tone too reactionary,
% # * % k%
Mindszenty is a feudal. limited, stupid, homoséxual He ree

minds me of Archbishop!t Touori at the Battle of Mhhncsu I think

that on the whole, the people/posod the speech he made during the
Revolution. There was a great danger that his political influence |
would have pushed the country to the extreme right after the Revolu~
tion, As Veres pointed out, in case of a free election, it would
be the old women in the villages whose vote would count. Illyos,
Nimath and Bibo were worried that after the Revolution, thoy would |

molest us, the Communist writ.erso We were certain, however, that
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those of us who were talented would make a go of it, could make

a living.
* % %k % & X%

Szabad Négo §§g§§g_§£h was an extremely poor newspaper; I
didn't read it except wheh I was on weekly inspection duty,

There were sixteen checks and counter-checks to make sure that
nothing went wrong., But the paper was incredibly bad, I think;
however, that my Korean articles were quite readable, It is a para=
dox that a staff composed of talented and brillant people could

be responsible for the writing of such a bad paper. Tﬁka Gimea;
for instance, a brillant man; a polyhistor with a fantastic fund

.of knowledge.

(Interviewers Note: Respondent showed interviewer the speech
he made at the historic October 1954, Sgzabad Nég:;:Lberahip meets
ing. Respondent has the complete minutes of this meeting,)

In my speech I attacked the "double dealing policies of the
top leaders" ("a felso vezetgs‘g kétkulacsosaéga")o Farkas was
furious and asked me: "Whom do you mean?" He knew, of course, that

- t
I meant him, I also called for a Mpurifying storm" (ﬁ;isztité

vihar") to sweep the Party, £r to get rid of the bad Party function-é
|

aries., The gist of my speech was that the Party would have to adopt

an entirely new attitude,

& %k % %k ok X

Imre Nagy. Imre Nagy brought up the possibility 6f the multi-
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party system in 1954, at the time of the Third Party Congress.
Although his 1955; memo to the Party (intervieﬁ§§r's note: See
Imre Nagy on Communism) reflected his true viewszzgithe time, one
must also take into consideration that he was writing it for the
Central Committee and therefore every sentence was carefully prope
ped up ("k8rﬂlb§sty£%va“) in order to prevent x possible attacks
on Nagy for lack of orthodoxy., Later his views changed, and he
wanted a socialist,democratic state with a multi-party system. The
trouble was that he didn't start organizing an opposition to
Rakosi until he was out of power.

I am ci?:fg:;d That during the Revolution Imre Nagy proclaimed
neutralitynto assure the Fussians that Hungary would not be used
as a possible base aug attack on the Soxiet Union, (Interviewer's

Note: A friend of Respondent's who was also interviewed in Paris,

stated that Mé}ay and He spent many long nights wondering just what

made Imre Nagy proclaim neutrality,) The Russians are unpredictable

and therefore difficult to deal with, baéause as the Communist Journs

list Reismann pointed out, cne would have to think with a Russian
head in order to figure out how they would act, And this Russian
mentality is a mixture of the Balkams, Asia, and the Russian
folk soul, How can one think the same way?

|
|




