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Recpondent 'a Brief Background

-

I am a Hungarien of Germen ancestry. I was fomerly ealled
Kooech cnd ook up Yhe Kineseg neme in 1032, I gerved in the
fungarian avmy 2rom Cetober 1, 194k, as & doctor and sas eapiured
in Woravia in 1044 by the Russians. Vhen “he Russions eaptured
ue, e wero Lold that all Hungariang trould ve releaped and gent

beek $0 Hungary., We wtere puk into a ratilrocad car and Were ¢aken
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By U with meny other Hunhgarisn pricconers of wor., Homwever,

in Budapest we were not relezced but vvere vent to the Ukraine,

Lo Mariugol on the Crimean Peninauvlo and worme put in a camp,

vhere I had T Lalke care of the camp inmetes with tvo ofher cdoctorsn.
e wiere released in 1947 and were gent hack to Hungary with

10C,000 otler niscners of twar, Actually, cur releose was 2

rolitieal meneceuvie Lo help the Corrunints to victory in the

-

1917 eleetionn, Tollowing my relcore T tworked at the
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Clinle of Interngl Yedicine in Budogent, which weps formerly knoun

.- = . . - -

r Lhe llerszer=Clinic., Profescor llerzog, thie former direcctor of

“i-a elinte, ure Joreced Lo wetire beeause of his background,

— ’ . I3 3 " S,
Tolocusng nis rotlizoront, Tpitven Nussnyek, a converted Jew, oo
~eoginsed thie new Girector of the elinie,

forointirent of Frofessors.
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Trier Lo Lhe uar, the sovointient of nrofessors took plece

e - |--__._’ k<
uen the pocoriendothicn of the Fediceol Freulty and the Ministry
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Téucsiien. The oorointment won mede ky the Regent, Aftew
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ruetiural changes, but I belleve

by the Ministry of Educetlon hecone

vias imediately and élrectly

Ecucation.,

the five fgeulties of the Univeroity
Jected ite oim dean, 2 different

1 Todical University
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Changes in Enrollimwent Folicy
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heve a gay about cverything in the hospital, While the director
under the old systcem had always asked the advice of the head
dectors, after 1845 the directors' attitude amounted to a dice
tatorsghip. They worked with much less professional knowledge
and respect, they were mostly young peonle, who impoged their
views on others largely by intimidation.

The héad doctors in hogpitals under the new system were
apocinted by the Winister of Heall

Orgenization of The Clinlcs in Budapest

A1l clinics in Sudapest (surgery, intornal medicine; childrensf
inic, cte.) trere under the authority of the Minisier of Educaticn.
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L.t the head of cgel ¢ciinic there vwea a 4

Feed
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c:iz*cctors(p_::u::‘,’. 1y tzlled "adj un!;i:ut}":))a " endrsegld, "(ectistant

6 the nrofetsor)y and a "s:,*akor-nok” (proctitioner): Tn addition,
coretinés thdy 2icd allowed externists t0 ctudy and praetice In
the ¢linic, ﬂithout DOy .

fopeintrents ond Fromotlong

Eftor yeu reccived your doctorgte, you could go to the

Cipeetor tné ock Tor gn appointment as 2 practitioner To- the: clinie.

Jt

e weuld ucuslly send you EM to the’ reprogentative of your trode:
unicn ond Lo thd loecal party geeretary, (o whom you haéd to honé In

R P ‘ 2
o complete rundown concerming your family background, your forrer
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occizkions, yeour veligious ectivitles,s your participatiom in

Cormunict~organized F¥ demonstretions (tor instence, May Day parade).
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functiong, since thic curdng funetien is
every dector, They also
beoed medéleal ceience entirely on meterl

Lyt not least, they congtently stressed
cnt:t‘no:n“ eentrihution of Seviet geienc
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more or leags innate with

treag,%he Cormuniat phileoophy, which

alistlic grounds. Laat,

The leeding role and
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2 To redicine and public

health, Rugsien nixres which formerly had neen unimowm to e,
ned to be learned and tsught, end repeated constantiy. Anybody
vhio @14 net cecent this cutlook fully and wholeheertedly, was
conounced ag g conmopolitan imperialist and a facelgst idealist.
—ry s -‘—-—ivq- - - - at‘ - -

LMEREE T orecnll, Zor inslsnce, The Professor Hajnal, who was
vhe director ¢f the Clinic for Internal Medleine NWo. IT in Budope
eriee was tolé by Irofcescor Rusuvyhr chat he was a cosrmopoliton

imperisiisc,

indoctrincticn

Morers of the ungorisn Acaleny of Science had to take &
neceial cemingy ccurce in ideology. Profecsor Rus nyék, 7y boks,
Lk the cebote lecder &b the seminar. Iie, incidentally, was olce
a serler of the Presidium of The Iuhgoricn Teople's Republice of
;031 oo morber of tThe Hungarlan~-Soviet Society.

lloldews of lerser positions with a good BENEZR kader were,
cert Co the RXFEHENEE Party Aepfemy for ideologital, tral .hng.
“n tCCition, the Zuucy Yenter of the Pentral Yarty #%aLorship
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ination courses in Budarest.

the zarty cecerctary end the leader of the pergonnel
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Teturally, this wes not very popular with the good studente,

vho conpidered it HEXRBIIXEXRFRIZX ap o waste of Time to tutor the

weoker students,

The recults end ochieverments of hoth lower snd higher
ccucation had to he indigated in Lerms o the c¢lass baclground
of the studenvs. Teachers hed to irdicsite how many students in
vhe clzge cotegericn of workers, peasants., end intellectuals
recelved a cortolin grade, or hod meny in thege cotegories were

Tlunlied, X2 the zatlo wes net fovorable 4o the siudents of

voriiing class beockround, then the teacher was expozed to endlers
questlioning ond bother., The regult of thig wos that the teochaie
a2d learned heowr to mgke good gtatisties.

The fove-rentioned procedurs was rnot cnly charseteristic
of higher educcticn, bubt weg a geneinl rthenorenon. TFor inabsnece
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Tublicntion off Profegaional Books sni Articlesg

The nect Loperbont Sovie: publicstleonr in the Ticld of

“ndlefne rnd prbllie heelth were x trangleted by experts into

tvngerion, This feck wes ecrricd cut by the Soviet WEXEMH
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Documentation Center for Medical Scicnec. No publication, book
or grvicle, could appear in Hungarion anyvwiere unless the work
the author wes thoroughly famillar with the Soviets
bipllography; cven if agn auther consuited Cerman, French, Bnglish,
or other perliodicals or books, he had to mention the Scoviet
vibliography firvab,

Ruaslan teachewvs and advisers

Anong the profesgors there iere only a fevr who lmew Russizn,

vut there uvere gome vigiting profesgors from Rugsia lecturin

il

the university, and elso there were Rusclen a@visers to see That
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the developiment of Bungari aelence went slong properly.
5

The profescors alco hod to go to indoctrinutlion courgses Yo lesrn
chout Tthe party 1ine, X Up to sbout 195% no one dared to speak

up indeperdécntly, onl
o certain omount ©

IT'enpg the Twesicn nyofengors who leetured at the ¥edieal

Univeoreity, I vould lille to wention Profescor Borig Petrovski,
-~ ] L4 . B - - - -".-
voofercor of surpery in Mogseoy, vhose official task was to held

Lo veowientilion of the lungaricn medicel seience clong Russicn
Ie veg appointed to g HMungarien chalr and lectured through

“he nelz of zon interpreter, He lectured cn the importence of the

co-cnlied "great patriotic wWar of the Scvict Union," In addition,

e zlco orgrnized the compulsory bloed-fencting sgervice sn@ center,
e sico lectured gbout the cure and ther:zpr of certain digeanceo.
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In general, I felt, or had the lmpression, that he was about a

hunéred years ¥3 vehind, %ﬁ%’give you an 2xample, for ingtance

in connectlon with the freatment of the nflammation of the lung,
rnoeunonia, he recommended ":opolyozés™ {tha application of sinall
glosses end air suction to the sore parts)yes a major treatment.

In =y opinion, medical acience today prinnrily uses penicillin

end the gulpha drugs, end only if these doa't work, then you may
perhaps oy the acove-rienticned methed. There were meny other
cimilor instances 1a which Profecsor Petrrovgki recormended outimcled
methods of medical treatment vhich are no longer THEX in uoe,
Tollowing the discovery of anti-biotics.

Corpulsory Courses in the Medical Curriculum

The studying of ﬂ*w:::..;zx and leniniga as well ag that of the

Tuccion lzngucge ves corritloory for every medical gstudent at
4

S univergity. Foriticm ond Zeniniecm were taught ot the Medical
” "- - -
iniversily wy Geoorge Gobor. I amt not faailisr writh the content

ct The course. The teaching of the Rugaslon lancuage wes on o

Toirly prinmitive level. The gtudents had o pass examinations
overy cerecter Fokedy liked To study Runsisn zn€ nobody spoke

Tunoirn, COne recron Tor this iwros the banic difference between
Zhe Tungericn cnd the Slavie longuages, md another the use of
the Cyrililic alchebet. In addition, fron an emctional point of
lew, the ctudente got fed up with the constant emphasis on the

clorification of the Soviet Union. ‘Bo iive you an example,
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my little dpugrter, who went Yo the third grede, told me ene day
fter ochool that the whole achool Lock a walk in the woods,
sulded by their teachers, and that they were told that such a
volk viao only possilble because the gloriols Red Army enabled us
Finzlily, in comne s in teeaching

¢ le
aege, T would like Lo zeniion the feet that there

Eheaia e d vk Tiavin
il £ ,Ls..-[. 59 .;.E'.T.f;

wen o great shortage of Rugssian teachers in gpite of the many
ccholarchins and fellowshBips which were ¥Fi avarded to gtudents
cn reeornendation of the DIBZ for the puricse of studying in
Rugsia,

Toutbooks

5 R

Mony new textlooks were written unde:r the pponsorship of
the Tinlglry of Eduvcation, XHIBXEIXE Usunlly there were geveral
cenvrlivutors €O o took, who recelved thei:» gpeeific gosignments

fwelt $hie Minicter of Education, In the gozcignment the party line

voe Lild dain cré the uritinge vere thoroughly scerutinlized from
r1y ICeeleslerl viewpoint vefore publication,
troferrionzd Teprees snd Qualificationg

ff¢er comrlelion of your sctuéies ot the Medical Unlversity
of the neccocery exaninotions, you became a dcctor,
or »ather, a vhysiclan, since the formor doctor's degree was

ctolirhied, I yeu specialized in a certain fileld, you could
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beecome an "aspirvant,” and after Tour years, ifE you wrote a
ertation end you were sble o defend it before two critics.,
you could become z candidate, If you wrote another hook, then
vou could hecome z"@ccior of medical seiences,”
The above gystem, hovever, renalned cnly on paper the way
T have cdemcrited it. In fact, some people received thelr wvariocus
cegrees even without tThe proper qualifications, and others @id

not, even if they had the nyopcr qualificotions. The Hungerien

¥ [ 4
cuallfying conmiitee X on_:cic ce gave Lhe degrees and the titles,
To gheir you hewr this worked in practice, T would like ¢o recall

the cage of Dr, Ceorge Cotzegen, who was the dircctor of the

i A ",

Togtvan Dogpitol., He was 52 years old, vwho hed previously vecelved
the desree of o "dozent." Tn view of the fret that he was a

werker of the Social Demoeratic Party,ofser 1948 snd after the

~

verger of the Scelalist gnd Comaunict pasties,he wass not taken
Worlrers! Paity; fthey €id not allow him To
icecre o Ceeter of the medicepl ceienceeg, In 1955, they alloied

e

nln BX Yo Gefent hio tool, ond Tinally he ifes allowed Yo becorne

3

wr
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cendicrte, On the other hen@, the con of Mihely EBXNR Foldl,
vho vro the right-hend nen of Professor Rusznya ? received the

Couree of o Cector of the medicel gcicncer vhen he was only

uzther {2tien vhich yeorze ollowed ©9 he used were the

corresmonding ond the regular merbers of The Hungarian Acadeny
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of Scicnce., A candldate was pa’d s monkhiy fee of 400 forints
in gddition to his regular pay, while a doctor of the medieal
cciences received a little more, a corresponding member of the
Hungarisn Academy of Science received 12C0 forints, vwhereas a
regular member recclived 1600 forints pér meonth in addition to
their regular galaries,

In connection with the writing of the dissertations I would
iike o mention That S0 percent of the study had %20 be based on
Soviet works snd Soviet authors; only ten percent eould be foreign
liverabure, This way they compelled the candidstes to cccupy
thengelveg alrost cxclusively with the study of the Russian scich~
tific literaturc,

Job_tpplicabions

Undeér the Torrer cystem, you had to submit an application
17 reou viere interested in a particular type of job, Under the
ncir gcystem you hod Lo poss on entrance exanination, vhich consicted
or n written ond on orgl part., You were cxamined in the mediecal
7210 tnd yeu were 3R erosc-eoxemined from an ideological viempoint
Gorism end Reninizm., Tn addition o the exa-
rintticn, vou had to i1l ouvt speeinl forma and had to give a
Cetoiled zecount off your life, former contacts, schooling, feamily
relgtionchirs, business assoclations, finenclal status, relativec

in foweicn ccuntyrics, and the like,
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The entrance coammitice, vwhich consinted of the rector of
section
The Mecdical University, The leader of the personnel IEEEXHER of
the univergity, tThe representative of the T“rade unions, the party
seceretary, and Che representative of the DISZ, ruled in regard
vo your gppointment to the job you applicd for. In the appointucnts
usually the class background hed a decisive role,

Privg?e Practice

Privzte practice in Communis® Hungary is a phencmenon which
hes keen plowrly dying cut, just like artisanship and the small
hon@ieraft industry is dying out. In view of the fact that cvery-

boly belengs to %he CPT (SZTK), ané as such is entitled to free

ecleal core (only 15 or 25 percent of tre price of the medicine

»

12z Yo be borne by the patients), there iz no need in prinecirle

-

e

Tor a privale physicisn, Thus private practice hapg been on the

ey out. Only o omoll fraction of The pessants and certain other

ccuegeries of reople vho cre dissotiafied with the cervices reccived
S Tthe CI2X Zook Tor mrivate physicians,

Ihrecicicns vere under the gubhority of the Minloter of Hezlth
s¢ theyr could e trenclferred from one place to another, Meny
Ccetors uvewve tronclferred from the larger eitles Lo the country
12 $her were net considered good ¥ kadere.,

Salaries

The ronthiy colary of digtrict docters renged from 2000 to

Z0CO0 forintc,. Sorctimes they also received additionel allcw nees
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for travel; if theéy had to cover large territories in villages
and in the country,

A pefialized dobtor in the OTI received a monthly salary
&f 2000 t6 2268 forinta.

In hospitals; the managing head doctor (igazgats £éorves)
rebéived appréximately 2800 forints; whereas sn adjunktus had
2200; A non-spéfialized assoclate doctor (alorvos) received
1800 whereas 2h assi,lt._nt doctor (scgédorvos) received 1500 forintbs

In clinics} tﬁe director receivéd 3500 forints per mon%h ;
Iﬁuz ladditloﬁp,l al?mancen.. The adjunktuc had 3000 forints; thé
acclistant t6 thé prbrcssor (tanarsegéd) had 2500; and finally
=h intern réééived only a nominal fee.
~ No onc 1A theé abbve categories could conduct private practiée;
znd cvén thosé @ottors who were not in the sbove-rentioned
atcgbp...ea neédea special permission for private preactice.

The_gerGral pright of doctors

| Genérally é:pé‘akihg,- the doctors' plight has deteriorated
ofier Lhé var) with thg extéptiion of a few doctors, especially
in the counts j’éiué ut of. thé- 22 profes csors at the Medical
t‘ux.crsity of Sﬂégéd only ong has a ecar. I
i ﬁpat"l:‘ff' ;’che lowv golaries, the general working conditiomk
cre: also ﬁorsc«' Doctors vworking in the OTI have to see approxi»
rately 60 patients daily. This, of course, imposes a tremendous
buirden on the attending physician, who works under constamt strain,
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