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I graduated from the Budapest JS%efvéros Gymnasium in 1951.
This was one cf the three'iﬁftrmed church schools which :
were not naticnalized until 1952 by agreement with the

stete. In 194C¢, I tried %o leave ths country illegally,

and.
but was caught. I was 16 years old at the time,\® was

trying to get to London, wheregf,:ad-been admitted to a
el
school. I hac no passporﬁﬁ,mﬁ received a one month ﬁrison
: althows

sentance., 1 had no further trouble from thigg AnIt was

known in the gymnasium, but in a church school, this was
ethzrwise .

more to my sdventage, thanAnot. The school had no DISZ

organizatior. by agreement with the stgte. In spite of this,

quite a few students entered DISZ in the eighth gymnasium,

-&"S e

Bhepresult, they were not accepted at the uvuniversity be-

cause when the university admissions committee, qsked

ofmloﬂ @ ﬁﬂ. Maﬁ‘
“PERE for aem-eopinion-of the DISZ organization§35§peﬂe&
};blﬁa :??oﬁzoL
\the11 admission on the ground that they had attended a
(#iff,ﬂh i t&.‘i“w nal
weoh sschocl. I, who did not join DISZ, was admitted

an
to the univergity in 1951 4te»e¢u§=naaah;$ee#ufe-

Foly technic Institute
entered the Budapest Miszaki Egyetem (‘teohaical—universityy
to shudy architeciure. Later this was changed to fpitbipari
Miiszalki Bgyetem. I graduated in 1956 as an architect. I

ave always weanted to be a politician and therefore wanted
to study law end ecoaomies. I have not chosen a party,
however, I would join any party whichhﬁgie liberal socialist
jdeas, similar to mine., I did not try to study economics

because the instruction at the university was strongly
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Marxist in character and tinged by the regime’s propaganda.
Therefore I chose a profession, which was technical and
not political. The attractive thing about architecture was
that the School of Architecturs did not adort socialist
realism until 1951, which was later than any other school,
and it was freed of it sooner.
There was no college life in the Western sense of the word,
or even in the Hungarian sense of the word. I made few
new friends at the University. I trusted ohly those, whom
I knew completely and therefore most of my friends were
those, with whom I attended gymnasium. I didn't make
new friends at the university until the very end. One
of my closest friends today is someone I met at the Uni-
versity's admiasiona'gﬁg%. We were in one study group
Lxchang @
at the university but for three years we did notatedl a
single Joke., to-geek-other; because we did not trust each
other. In 1952 after Stalin's death, we had a debate
about the problem of progress and Marxism. Step by step
we went further and further in expressing our opinions
frankly. After that we were friends., It is significant
that the two of us were alcne during this debate. Other-
wise it would not have taken place. By 2 Amfzgre dis-
cussing whether it was possible that the regime would
fall from withia. iﬁ-tmaéfﬂi;lﬁélieve%theﬁ-, that it was

impossible to revolt against the modern state » regardless

of whether the 3oviet Union helped or not.,
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My clLass at the university was divided into 20 or 30 stuﬁi
Leom the. 3
groups. Each study group had one state representatlveﬂﬂlth

and.
administrative duties; one DISZ representative ,A\one HEXXKY
cell
Party jgroup representative. These were all fellow students.

) ) whe _com F?w'sec:L the.
My c..ass had four or five party members, which
ety el
All of us belonged to DISZ. These three representatives

mentioned above would give reports about us every few days.
This way they could supervise us and also provide a confrul
agaiﬁst each other. This organization functioned well at
the wuniversity during the first 2 or 3 years. TLater B&WE
on ij-brﬁke”down?partly because people got to know each
othexz, a;.n'd trusted each other more. My best friend at the
univéfsity was also-gfmiddleCWass (intelligentsia) origin.
The 3arty representative called me aside and said that my

alf H’h'f“ he
friead was a}ﬂightp'&af“;s e decent chap, but he asked

why [ had to make friends with someone ﬁgo.came from the
Cowidn

intelligentsia., <*Why*, he asxedaTe,&&&n*tAI be_friends wif
_ : Lr
comrade X. Well, comrade X was,a}raéi% but he was a

Teghnlkumféza{erettsebls graduate, who got to the university

arclc] ausfalie ,
almost acoddeatity, becesuise he wanted to be a cabiget maker.
chi wre

He said, as long as he had to, he would study%agr&cu&ture
and when the regime changedhe would have a building and

wo is!
cabinet businzss where iftV¥ill be adventagecus for him

tc be an architect. d cowdain't he ~gievd~5 with him.

ﬂ . woy King class
The studentgz of peasant; -nd &orkerAsrlgin were amazingly

diligent but they were not really good students. It was

really amazing how very few really talented students there
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were among them. It was amazing how little they produced
‘:;...'!.‘- 1;:1"" mwer n"'*.‘HeE:
withyenormous Thantity of work. They were unable to think

independedly and worked in a secondary school fashion

and without humor. A very small psrcentage of them was
talented aad they would have been admitted to the university
in zhe past too. Hewever, most of the students will un~
doubtedly be perfectly adequate technicians. These students,

wor King class {hert, and, on_the defensive)
of peasant and worker (6rigin were somew Vis-a-vis

those of middleclass (intelligentsfgszgggause they felt that

we had it easier, {gﬁ§glt that we had advantages, which

they did not receive. Threre was no political hostilily in

this; it was simply envy because they did not belongﬁiggwéts"

There was g good dose of snobism in it too. The students of

middleclass origin behaved rather unfortunately towards those
If all r:'gk'gz

of the lower classes.if everything was {airight, they shut

themselves off from them and were arrogant, But if they

wers in trouble, @ they demonstratively made friends with

them.

I think the "informers at the university were not paid. I

believe, that this is the way they were recruited. Almost

everyone was called XNeMEKR to the Party Secretary's office

or to the personnel depertment for a talk and to answer

guestions. IZ the student said%something useful, then he

was3 called in again and toldgigf he ever was in trouble, he

would get help. Generally it was impossible to know who

the informers were; sometimes cven the informers didn't
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know that they were used for this purpose. A few did know
and they lived from it in the sense that they received high
scholarships as a reward. One student, who was a genuine
informer, was expelled from the university in his third
year, because he was a sub-standard student. The really
malicious informer wes very rare and he was isolated by
the resd of the students.
The instruction was extremely juvenile but there was 2 much
greater amourt of material to be studied than before. The
guantity of work meant more than the guality. Taking notes
at lectures vas compulsory; we had to hand in our notes to
0w rograssecl
“see how much we had written. The instruction was ipage by
page, and very few of the students took the initiative to
do research on their own, or to solﬁe problems on their own.
This nethod of instruction was introduced to prevent the
‘fgygigl strate from falling out because of incompetence.
The number of irstructors increased also, because these
people reguired separate instructionsfo pull them through.
About 40 per cent of the students were Szakérettségin
(Tekhnikum) greduates. All together about 60 per cent were
vorfing <iess
of Wworicer'(and peasant origin. Officially the percentage of
worker and peasant studentsf§§¥% supposed to be 70, but
many got in vnder this quota because their father was now
a worker, although he had been & 1¢ﬁ§ér before.
The instructors mamged, when confronted with ideological

protlems, to give their own opinions, as well as the official

point of view. This was done more carefully and cautiously
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in 1950 and 1951, Although the more difficult it was to

say, the more sensitive we became %o it. By 1953 the

-~

profecsors had become quite frank in their criticism. One

professor said to me: "Tﬁlw plan is very good, but I can't
Weitio.
accept it, because they/throw me out of the university".

He meds this comment privately and not in public. However,
at the lecturss, the professors would also make fairly re-

vealing conmmeats, from the very beginning. The professor
{2en chant:

would comment on the soc'a’ist realist architecture's Zewey
z ,1
or classical columns by l‘l ;ﬁﬂg the- followings- he would -
HCLL."‘J.
ok-at% the plan andyday: %Well, what can one do to improve

)

B{J

this plan? Well, try a few columns." This was not done in a
.H_;.J;I CaASm
critical tone but the'meaning was obvious.

In the spring of 1955, all the plans were taken out and
_ of the
criticizelat the lectures. One/professors said about %b%ﬂanofﬁ

Sztalinvaros: "This shows us how one should not build".

This wes after the fall of Imre hagy. -

At the beginning of 1956, Miskolczy, a kpssuth p;;;: winner,

who wag not a Party memberﬁbut was an cpportunist socialist

realist for meney, said about scme :}ty plans "this is an

nxample,how in Stalinist times f%e':tried to find a com-
0mi§~ between socialist rﬁalism and our conv*ctions"

A h v
The%e critical commentsféf”socialist realism andﬁB@-the

+
mistekes committed in the Stalinist past, %ere—%he“way
a professor could become popular in the last few years.
This sort of criticismwas done even by some of those professors

(A8
who were not cowviii=¢ about its correctness. This{5ont—at
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underliines the moral situation in which these people
found themselves.
Professor Pzul Csonka was one of the most popular of the

Werking class
old professore, especially among those of mmﬁﬂﬁyruwrigin.

1

2

There was an element of snopism in this. He was erratic
and arrogant and he failed 70 per cent of the students.
Jorking ¢lass

To thegﬁ %o the gtudents of menéaJ‘orlgln, this meant

a reak professor.

Hhan

<4< a .Communist professcr was eppointed, all the former

assistants "tanarsegédek“ were dismissed for new Communist

assistants. This was done less often at the School cf

Architecture than at other places, because here technical

knowledge was taken into consideration. The origin of

an assistent was also important; sbout 70 per cent had

to be workers.

We received printed notes for every subject, which were

identical with the lectureS. In spite of this, we were

forced-to take notes at the lectures and had to hand in

our notes to be checked. We would get them back with

such comments as "w:ite\#ore beautifully" or "write more!".
nbav”

We had a tremondous ameu@t of examinations. At ghe end of

every half year we had tc take examinations in at least
ain oy Seven

-Q"gsuagectao Most of them were oral e xaminations, but

somé were also written.
The ﬁpcialist ﬁealist @¢rchitecture, which was forced on
us, was a sore point with me and those who had independent

views on the subject. Wow, that I am in England, I find
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that much of the new architecture in London is very
similsr to the gocialist Realist ﬁrchitectur%? to which
we were used at home. For instgnce the banks [ see being
built here in London are $ocialist Realist in siyles
these are the sort of buildings which were expecged of us
at the university. N
My close friends were mostly my Wghschoet friends,

with whom I grew up. I only made one new friend at the
university. We did not gzt together with our university
colleagues; this was a general phenomenay. Of course,

quite a few of the students lived in dormitories and in

this case the situation was different. But even then they
were usually only friendly with those, who lived in the

same dormitory room with them. The study groups at the
unifversity occasionally held danced when there were

enough girls in the group.

The reading standards of most of the students at the
univerdity were very low. They very rarely read books at

all and they never read pcetry. It is true however, that
when the Irodalmi Ujség articles began to be popular, every-
one reax Shem., And everybody read fThe Thaw by Ilya

Ehrenburg. There was a certein snobism about getting %o

‘g

kxnew as much about the Wesk as one touldl This started
in 1953 during the Imre Nagy regime. By 1954 the students
in the dormitories listened to BBC.

In general as regardsthe politicel thinking of youth,
asouges,

it

mogt young geople's interest wasfarose by Communist
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contradictions and as a result they looked out for them.
What I mean is, that people were sensitive to social
problems. n the West ther: are hidden social contra-
cictions, bu’ people usually don't seek any further to try
to understand vhem. Youth knows only the Marxist jargon.
It cannot express itseif in other ways, even though it
does not believ in Marxism. “his Mar<st jarzon does not

Sinse
matter. id-neammsatbranyorateiBa s With it one can express

what one wants.

At the Marxis® Leninist seminars there were sharp arguments
even at the time of Stelin about Td.lmu-dai&problems.

Here one coul . tell oné% opinion though not openly. It
was nerg that one first discovered who stood where.

Later there was some progress with regerd to thisgone
could make a statement ard wink o show that owe did not
believe iﬁgetumﬂﬁﬁtudents usuaily went to the theater
cf%ien because 1t was chesp or almost free. However, it
was difficult to get in to see the classics. The Marxzist
Plays were not liked by snyone although I am convi-ced
that students of worker snd peasant origin did like the
black and white remewheiSra of the Bocialist Nealist
style. But out of snoﬂasm even these would abuse the
Boclalist Realist plays.

I think it waw typical that 30 or 40 per cent of the
students at the university did not want to be architects
but were forced to IX enter this particular school for

adminietrative reasons.
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The summer military camps, to which students were sent,
contributed towards increasing the mutual trust of the
students in each other.

All the students at the university were very much interested
in politics. After the first 2 years, we had become so
bold, that we discussed polities in the hallS. By 1955

we talked only politics. The Marxist--Leninist seminars
were awaited eagerly because at these,we could ask
embarraSing questions about Tito and about the responsibi /ity of
the Party 1eader§,nes§enﬁi%&e and so on. Responsibility
was “the leading word up to the Revolution; it was a

magic word.

But in spite of the great interest in the fate of the
country and its politics, people did not really believe

in a reveolutionary change and hence the debates we had
were destructive and not constructive. It was not
creative construction but critical AZEXTFIZXUIEZR de-
struction. In this connection one can overestimate the
importance of the fact that people learn to think in
Marxigt categories. HNo other thinking was open to them.
They Oftei,%ﬁf to the extent of saying how far reality
conflictedythese Marxist theories but they were unable

to formulate in what regime this would not be so. However,
at least they were comcious of social problems. In the
West the same social stratum is empty-headed and does not
thinic of anything at all. In Bungary people's thinking
changed radically. The concept of "the good old days™

had & real meaning in Hungary. This does not really
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meary anything bacly
maSsha:s Ibecause it lacked a structural basis, which would.hqau;

maie 1t a preoblem. In other words, people thought of

"the good old deys" rather vaguely and not in terms of
bringing back any economic or political system of the

past. The concept of"the good old days™ was also connected

with %he perioc of democracy between 1945 and 47. But even

this nostalgia for 1945/47 was & step backward, regarding
the social siructure of the covntry. The faet that youth
talks in Marxist jargon and in terns of Marxist categories,
is not very important¥ it is less important than their
desires. Youth thought something, which was different

and better and found that the period ¥ from 1945 - '47

was relatively the best period, the period which they
could regard as an ideal. Since they were unable to con-
struct a2 new social or political system, they tried to

g0 back to that which they knew. Their heads were full

of foggy., cloudy notions. But they%ggggall against giving
back fhe factories znd the large estates.
“Politically my fellow students, and people in general,

lived in terms of Lermini

; the stages of people's lives
were determined by political events. By this I mean,
thgt the smallest diplomatic gesture between the East
and the West, even an impotent resalution by the United
ey Genevo.
NationaﬁwasAsomething like a nge?er Conference, would
make people say "if we could only hold out until then®.
In other words, people attached exaggerated hopes to
fairly vnimportant events. Even sn-acquaintance/ a very

whom 3 Knew,
cultivated leftist philosophergyould talk in this way.
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When i got together with my friends, any serious dis-
cussicn always involved politics. Even discussions of
theaisr'cgiticism involved politics, because in that
ove§L$;;§Z%mosphere everything had a political prqﬁection.
Almo3t anything that happened meant a step forward or
backward. My frienés and I would listen and talk about
the BBC broadsasts. We liked these, because they were
ol Tthe end of 1988
the nost reaiisticaﬂfgb were Tairly cynical and pessimistic
about the possibility of rnéﬁc&l change in Hungary, watil.
thow-and—of=1:95%. My friends were all interested in
political conceptions,; in problems of Weldanschauung.

I doa't know how typical this was. It certainly wasn't

tyopical at ny university.

have
IAread Szabad lap every day, ever since 1949. I found

this & necessity in a monclythic regime. Today I read

Neoszabadsag. 1 read Irodslmi Ujség since 1953 chiefly
because 1t was a liverary periodical and I ws interdsted
in literature. Occasionally [ read Csillasg @specially

when Irodalmi Ujséﬁ was Zorced to take a step backwards

TS eI

and ifts ediftors were dismissed. Csgillag stayed acceptable
even during this period. Of the technieal magazines

I read Epitdmivesze; (the art of building). One could
feel the political changes even in this magazine.

I read every book by Aldoxs Huxley, that was available

in Hungarien. I was3 16 when I read a book by him: Science,

Freedom and Peace, (Tadomany, Szabadsag, Békei)which influenced
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ey
Adecisively because it saw an economic decentralization

an§ assurance of political freedom. I also read_gzggg
other thlngs by Huxley. TUntil 1949/50 one could buy th:-se
books in the stores. At this point they were placed on
the index. I remember that onehcould buy all the books
placed on index at one quart&bii;;?Ze until the evening

of a cerfain day. I took a suitcase and bought hundreds
of books at <hei» one quaru’of‘i;’gﬁce, Thomas Mann was
very important ﬁgggme and my friends. I read everything
by Mann, published in Hungarian except Dr., Faustus, simply

because I am not particularly interested in #usic. I read

Lotte in Weimar, the Magic Mountain, the JGeeol, ©vilogy,
etc. We discussed Mann a great degl. He is complex and
hence complete. He offers a solution and is full of wis-
dom. He does not philosophize but gives life in its entire-~
fy. He is very satisfactory stylistically too; one can
savour every sentence separately.

Eraspus interested me; I resd a number of his works. I

liked him because he was a humanist andbecause this

humanism was very timely for us in Hungar thhere was a
]
possibility of wrapping Eressmus up andémut in his mouth
e ng“ Lal

things whicq%wouldxpave been-impossibresotherwise. We
discussed him in 1950/51 in the gymnasium's debating
societyy{§nké;z§kﬁr;>

I read Freudgggggg in 1950, or later. It is, I think, the

wisest bookx I ever read. It is, of course, on the index
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I gave it to ny friends and talked a great deal about it.
What T admired most was its crystal clear logic.
I didn't read thefﬁfuﬁﬂé writers, except Illyes, especially
his plays. In my circle, Peter Veres was the most un-
popular writer. As a writer he was confused, and as a
person unpopuler. As for Németh, I read his Szechenyi and
Galilei., Actuelly among my friends there was no talk
of Nemeth until 1955 or 1956. I don't quite know why.
I did not know Bibd either. 1 had a copy of thé Revolt of
Quelity (1 Mintseg Forradalmg, in 1954, but T did not read
it, because I simply did not know who he was until later.
Then cne started to hear about him and a friend of mine
of dhe wiversify
on the Philosophy Facultxﬂbegan t0o praise him because of
his periedical(@égﬁ}ﬂiﬁggggo I did not read a great many
political books. In 1955 we got Cbrmai?&
bﬁﬂk Animal Farm which was sent from the West. I found it
ff*ggfrwﬂg¥y~perfect! I also read 1984 which waw just
as depressing as the reality we lived through at home.
His concept of the doubleiﬁﬂﬁaﬁ and his other descriptions
show that he knew what it was like.
After 1950 many people read zsevelt S égem Igy 1 Latta9
Youe  Reoseveltls  beok Ghout ‘s Joth
;\mhls was one of our most important sources of World WarJL
@istory seen from the other side. I read Thomas Mann's
(ﬁurepa Vigyazzi}@ggggemgggﬁﬁg, which was on the index.
This book had a great affect on me because of its political

content and courage. I% contained political speeches

held by Mann in 1932/33. He said in this book that
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Christian Socialists should cooperate with the Social
Democrates against the Communists and the Fascists. 1In
other words he saw the same things I did two decades
later, I borrowed this bock from a ®acher; few Hungarians
read it because it was a very dangerous book to have, itw

ldar
Many young peopnle, an@&ﬁll_ihe ones too,from the middle-

class read Stefan Zweigs<§ucsu a Tegnaptélé)?arewell to
Yesterday., This was an autobiographical book in which
Zweig travelled through Europe always in the best circles
and always without care. It was like a window to Zurope
although it described a vanished world. In 1953 I read
Bortmnd. Russel'S History of a Century. A1l I ¥now of English

intellectual @istory is from this book.

Anatole "mnC2 wag liked by a great many of my friends

sevhricad
because he weas cynical, Asuperical and full of sharp knowledge.
cance. i s _pethes
They preferrediTalse to Kemetn Kellands ypz and romanticism

which they felt was false. I, myself, liked Je€ak Chrisfephe

which I read in 1954,

Ebrenburg's

flen-Brooks Thew was significent because through it we
realized what was going on in the Soviet Union. It didn't
encourege me personally, because I am not a writer, but

ét the university many people read it and discussed it.

They liked it chiefly because it was the first criticism

of the Soviet Union which came from inside.

My favorite poet and very popular generally was Attila Jossef.

1 liked his style as well as the contents of his poems.

I agree with many of his political coneepts. There was no
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lﬂeﬂeﬁa poetry available to us. My friends and I, often re-
cited poetry. Ady was as popular as 20 years ago. We
never recited Petofi, but'of the clder R poets preferred
Arany because of his ggééﬁg;;beééfm-and philosophy. It

was closer in atmosphere to our world. I also found Vordsmarty
close; isn't it strange? We also read Kosztolanyi, Benjamin,
Konye, Jankovich, Illyes, &and LOrinc Szabo.

In 1953 and 1954 a friend of mine and I worked out an
imaginary liberal sociali@%’staten All our concepts were
on a popular level and not at all SChOlanbEO But we had
some healthy ideas. For example, weA;gﬁﬁoggggféﬁnthe
collective ownership of the means of production. The
various units of production should be allowed to compete
freely with ¢ach other. This would be free competition

on a higher level than in a cepitalistic society. The
factory collectives should join ixérmonopoly, This would
not he likezéapitalist monopoly, because the factory
cohlectives would be run democratically from below by
self—government. There would be a great deal of de--
centralization. Workersy councils would elect the maggers
of the §actories and every factory unit or higher unit
wouldl be responsible to lower levels. We worked out

this synthetic Hungary on the political and social levels
too.

Since 1955 we have developed this plan on a more mature
level. I believe that the country's economy should be pun

b? decentralized workerd g councils; There should be g

collective private ownership of the means of production.
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WARLSTE hove a vote, [ie state has only a BEAXIAXAR co-
ordineting role in running the esonowy, Mis system
I
.

is a monclythic state.

Poiitically the state is to be a demccracy, ba - -

nulti -psrty system. 1% would not be a bourgeois¢ democrasy
C-oNno M < . .

beczause of bheﬁgemocrr“*h set-up. I called iv a “Literal

Socialist" society. Most of ny friends were int

il
¥

@
fot

in this synthetic stateq&ﬂwﬂv and we oniten digecugsed 171,
Generally they all agreed with the spirit and Waltanschaung
involved, since this agreenent wis a My qua NN

of friendship with |

In Ergland e monarchy has some advanteges Yut not in Hungary
becai:c there the people have nc monorchic feeling and
without this; a monarhhy is senseless. In Hungary only some
very old people have some nostq}.gin for the monarchy. AS -{m-
-ﬁqrelgn pollcy) I 't;hink Hungary 8 burd.er problens
are vital. T sece a solutian only in s confederation witir
the—heXp~of all ths neighboring m countries, each an

independent member. Slovakia and Transylvaania would
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also

/\participate in this conﬂederaiizﬁifs independent states
with wide autonomy. Perhaps,phey~would be only a military
and tarif union. Slovakia and Transylvania have independent
historical pasts and therefore should not be divided be-
cause they are independent historical units. The member
states of this confederation should be Hungary, Bohemia,

Slovakia, Transylvaeinia, Rumania, Croatia and Serbia.

Agriculture:

There should be no problem about this. There should, of
course, be a 1an§§eform and if the individual peasants
join in 4& cooperativesof their own free will, that's their
own affair. This would be, the best solution for Hungary,

(ko meneqe on his own
because the Hungarian peasant is too pooggv This solution

would also be parallel to the industrial solution, Bince

thus act  harmenious
both would be collectivized, and xnﬁﬁyacked as;pconomic

units.
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Some examples cf resistance in secondary school.

meg st
[ Lol o
AT theyMa#ch 15th celebration APl BBrmdmy Athe gymnasium

vy, 2.0 line
I keidjpa speech in which I quoted the following éhyaé%-

from Attila Jozsef:

"My skin is not so valuabie
to tolerate being unfree

in my maturity."”

"Nem oly becses az irham
Hogy ettt fovel kibirnem,
Ha nem vagyok szabad."

In my speech I also guoted the following lines by Ady.
"Unhappy heaven, what has hapnened to us?
Beasts whec get used to everything,
Helets o waallenes, 'Cnaves

Tha®'s what we are, that's what we'.: be "

“Bus egek hat mi lett velink”

Barmok axik mindent meg szoknak,

Helotai puhult latrokxnak:

Lzekx wvagyunk, ezek lessziink."
This was the last good March 15%h in this school. The
speech had a phantastie affect, There was thundgrimg
applausﬁ?'ﬁhe dean cried and said it was the most
beautiful March 15th ever. I was told that I probably
wouldn't Be accepted at the university because of this

speech. However, there were no repercussions.
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Some other forms of intellectual resistance:

Until 1952 my friends and I held liberal meetings and
debates to which we invited trustworthy students. At
asked. J
these meeting we often hefjprofessorsygive lectures on
literature and other subjects, with a discussion after-
wards. TPor instance, we discussed Huxley's Brave New World
as a CGounter.wtopia and with this as a starting point we
expressed our &) w‘-wsoé the regime.
In 1950 and '51 the gymnasiumf%nképzﬁkﬁr}dabating society
was comple%ely free., In 1950 we had a debate about a
Soviet art exhibit at which we stated that it was petty
bourgeoié@'ﬁ%?ﬁﬁ‘ . There were three active Communists

in school who were present at the debate. They said that

our comments ﬁgiﬁ provocation etc. but we simply threatened
fell "

that if they/der* keep quiet, they would be thrown out of
the meetingly.
One of the same Compunisss in 1950 reported the boy who
drew a sinking ship, called Molotov. The Communist

he CASe
student %ook ﬁ%ﬁ?o the DISZ z~d tihen to the Ministry of
Culture which demanded that %“he boy be expelled. The boy
was expelled but was subsequently admitted to the %brkem’g’i
gchool (T)olgozé'k Iskolé'ja::i and thus became a Szak«a’rettse’giso
As a result he_improved his kxader and was among the first
ei_egsaycne—éézsgi school to be admitted to the university.
Tt also meent that he received a higher scholarship.

I don't quite know how he got into the worker's school
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since his father was of the intelligentsia, being an

5 TR .
apothecary. “The  Cymmunizh Lndermerns

E.F P 5 / ] \
otner ha Wi, rgeRived 4 rebuke,

&Yl ﬁﬁé
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Around the middle of 1955, three friends and I bought a
tape recorder together on which we played politics, that
is, we held parliasmentary debates; we would say "what sort
of statement would you make about this or that if you were
a democratic minister?”. We also played scenes from

Thomas Mann'e Lotte in Weimar on the tape recorder.

The changes since 1953,

we
At the university ZKE first felt the impending changes

in the professor%)criticism of Socialist REEXIHIXE Kealiwnm.
Socialist Realism was ridiculed and as a result we realized
that there were no Comm{inists among us, since we all took
a stand agginst it. There wers some students who were
very much confused; we call/them people's democratss. They
were typica]i}'petty bourgeoisk, or else @zakeré’ttsegisa
Teklhnicum géaduates, who were raised to petty bourgeoisge
status. These people had no political conceptions, they
merely felt that there was no other way out and therefore
IREE it was best to cooperate.with the regime. In 1954
the Stalinist Party Secretary was dismissed and almost
expelled from the Party as a lzftist deviationist. After
that there was no convinced Communist student at the
university. The same summer this Party secretary was
punished when in the Army he criticized an officer for

not being v%?in&?enoughq After the resolution sgainst
Imre Nagy he became Party secretary again until we all

graduated in 1956 and then he got a job in a Ministry.
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In the fall of 1953 the student who was chosen #or=dreasS

DISZ secretary didn't want to take the job. I convinced
him to take it because this way he would be able to help
ue better. This was a very good idea since through him
we found out everything that was going on. The study group
secretary also contributed to the general disintegration
because he told us what was reported about us to the
personnel department and other authorities. We also re-
ceived information <from the class Party secretary, who
was not a convinced Gommunist. He was a carperist; who
denied his parents and met them only secretly because
they were of bourgeoisk origin. There were many such
careerists, There was only one convinced Stalinist.
Morally we disapproved more of the carcerists but we

profited from them, because they reported things to us.

At the university the first conflict within the Party
took place before Imre Nagy came to power. The student
who provoked it was of working cless origin, had been

a Party member since 1945 and was a{?zakerettsegié)
Technikxur graduate. In other W&X¥HEE words, he was the
good kader. He was the onity talented student in this
bunch; he was also courageous and extremely independent,
Someone suggested him for Party'Secretary against the
official candidate. This was after Stalin's death.

He was asked by the Party not to zccept the candidacy
but he refused., He was not elected, of course; he re-

ceived two or three votes. As a result of this courageous
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stand, he became very popular. He was actually a Socialist
and not a Communist. He had been in prison in the Soviet
Union and was an orphan. In fact, he was such a good

kader, that there was a great temptation for him to speak

up in opposition. He could do an¢ say a great deal that

we could not. He spoke up at seminars later on; for instance

he didn't leave the Tito business without comment.

At the university the changes were felt in many ways. For
instance, one cbuld tell jokes again. Also the peasant
boys were full of complairts and talked about the fact

thet their parents were exploited by the regime. The
Party members began to be ashamed of their membership,
they started not wearing their Partyx button and told us

in confidence what went on at the Party meetings in drder
to show that they were on -ur side, rom 1954 on it

wae impossible to/ﬁft pggplp thgigfhoagh they were com-

pulsory.

Khrushchev's visit to Tito was important because it
allowed debates to take a differen@,freer form. In

other words, it admitted "the filshy flood of revisionism".

the
With Tmre NagysSregime began,q greater freedom of the

writers. There was a very sensit:vely reacting public
opinion which noted every half step taken towards

greater freedom. If a writer didn't take this half

step: then he would be called a Stalinist and a Conservative.

But if he went two steps ghead, he would be arrested.
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In 1954 there was an article by Pial Tardi about the

intellectual@;ggg;;;&a of Hungarisn youth as compared

to the young people of the Galile: Circlejg%hthe

Nekosz era in 1945/46. A friend end I reacted to this

article by writing a letter signe¢. with a pseudonym.

We found some reasons for this iniellectual indifference

of Hungarian youth. We pointed out# that this was due to

the lack of freedom of the press and also to the fact

that young intellectuals had to fight for Marxism with

stereq type slogans and were not given the right to resad

the modern bourgeolse, ceriticism of Marxism. We demanded
o~ ro=date ceibiqu

that the mostjmodern-eriiloten of Marxism be published

in Hungary. Cur letter was not publisheq;with good reason.

It went two steps ahead, instead of the éllowed half

step.

Then came the fall of Imre Nagy (respondent was somewhat

confused about the dates of the various Party resolutions
) ai,ﬁ*m% . 5

etc. imvelwirig-Imre Nagy's regime . His fall was not

a surprise or shock to us, because we had heard rumors

about it already. We said"well, didn't I tell you, this

would be the end™.”

g;m“:‘.-a,.
But the writers couldn't go back. They fell into . Jauvee

and could nojfet out of it. Writers who had been hated
before, and were K&%X read by no one, now didn't want to
lose their newly won popularity. A writer of Fulak
novels who was attacked over the I'rench radio at the

beginning of 1953 asked me, he was a friend of my family,
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"gre they going to hang me?" I said "Yes." He answered

"I wish they were doing it already." (}n.Hnngarian
4

‘ R o ~
Bar mar Kotnenekv;)

There was an economic and politicel retrogression but

in literature staying in the same spot meant progress,

at this period/ and under the :xisting conditions.

" \khely: pose was/
The fact, that the writers stayesd inf\e=pausc in itself
o.slan o4
meen T progress.

It is difficult to remember the Irodalmi Ujsag articles

because there was a very sloq,step by step, shade by shade,
progress uvntil finally the writers arrived at the point
where they demanded complete freedbm of the press.

I+ began by sybolic poems, epigrams, and satyres about

the regime. Then an Irodalmi Ujsag issue was confiscated

because of & poeem By Benjaminf the next issue however,
praised Benjamin. Aczel'sﬁﬁzfi to Europe in 1955 meant
that even this rascairwagﬁgffZing this wey, adseady .

I also remember Judith Mariassy's article about the

Party aristocracy.

I feel rather unhappy about Hay's Kucsera. When I first
vee. the articles I thought them a very geod idea.

But then, on October 15th at the Academy of Music I
heard Hay talk. He said that nons-Marxist teaching
should not be permitted in the schools. There was a
sharp debate about this. Someone asked Hay "Do you

feel responsible for the Rakosi ragime since you served
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it and helped create the personal cult?". Hay said "yes,
we made mistakes, but whc can say that he did not make
any mistakes during the last ten yearé%" I shouted from
the balcony "about 10 million Hungaerians", Hay said "why
didn't you say it then?" #I was enraged and shouted "be-
cause those who said it Jjust had their funeral”. I mesnt
Rajk's funerzl, At this point everyone started shouting

and the meeting was closed.

IS Concerixd.s

As far the writers revolt I think the first article which
was
wag noted/Meray's A Pauli Maria Esete, the case of Maria

Pauli., Of the articles none was a turning point. I think
the Pefﬁfi Circle press debate was the turning point. I
did not go to the Petdfi Circle until after the press
debate. Urban's(UborkafaD the cucumber-tree, was important
because people talked much about it. All these however,

were only elements but not turning points.

My friends and I did not believe in the possibility of
Cirai2 Lo mead

a real chenge until the Petﬁf%ﬁwaa allowedéagain in

1
the fall of 1956. When this was done, we redized that
the functionaries and the state apjparatus must be in

complete chaos to allow such a thing.

>
-w'u\l i
As &« /the Communist writergyl kxnow that they were aware

in the fall of 195%aof impending changes in the Soviet

Union. They knew about the rehabilitations,; ahout the
Vyoads

stand on the separatefgaga of socialism and various

other coming changes. That is why they went ahead.



NO. 501 "B~ % TNTERVILW ML p. 30

1.‘

-l-n
:;Jrf..
In December 1C59{”brkt¥ﬁ nade a Svalinist speech. We

wondered, ny friends and I, why i% was that he did not
know thate t%ere q?r%‘changes coming and we did. We
&;gr§:1%§9¥éi;é§&&:kthat there must be factions within

the Soviet leadership. By the way, this information about
the lapeding changesfas the only correct information I

ever received from so-called well informed circles.

This information came from the Writer's Association.

After December 1955 I read no books at all, because of
the great many periodicals that one had to be familiar
with. I looked up all my writer friends and relatives
and went to see them to get information and to discuss
things. And then,of course the Petsfi Circle took up

a lot of time too.

At the unlver31ty,$&ﬂtheffgﬁzﬁzg?“Maizifj}seminar debates
beﬁﬁrﬂm%h@-i&@ﬁ&&g&a&lﬂmadeﬁwawas$;@u one could tell with
%?SOlﬁig»ciﬁfaln.y who was a Marxiss and wh ?was not,

: + G rdﬁocbh41 Chaos ¢
Even the most innocent debate would revea¢ this. Then
one brick was pulled out and the entire building collapsed.
Finally everyorje would ask questions and it was impossible
to tell whether the person didn't know the answers to
the questions or else ask®them only as provokation.
In the Marxist Leninist seminsrs the peamants and workers
were the most outspoken.in-the-past. They were much
more insol@nt than those of middleclass origin. They
could ask questions like this; "Isn't the delivery quota

too high?" The real turning point with regard to the
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seminar debates was Khrushchev's visit to Tito. At this
time the seminar leader did not know what the official
stand was. At one meeting he saic, that Jugoslavia

was not a soclalist state and at the next meeting he
said that he did not know whether it was socialist or
not because the poliqﬁy was changing regarding this.

He said it sarcastically¢ This meant that we could de-
bate it until we got more definite instructions. It
did not matter if we made mistakes because we could
cite the example of Rakosi, who was himself guilty of
mistakes. At the same time were published the articles
by Dery and others ¥XX about the right to make mistakes.
Hence one could represent any point of view and claim
later that it was a mistake. This right to make mis-

takes was the beginning of the Revolution.

To show how free the atmospherq was by 1956; in ihe
reeorder
E&mmer of 1956 we had a p'Aparty for our clasq)mates
" which we recorded 21l the amusing political mistakes
we heard at the university. For instance, one peaxant
boy, who was very much confused at the seminar was
condemaing Tito with the usual slogans but at the same
time could not forget that Tito was a comrade, hence
he sald"comrade Tito, the chained dog is baying at our
southern borders." This was one of the things on the
tape. We also made a fictitious tape interview with

Imre Nagy in which he expressed his opinion of Merx.
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Vg
- YRRN e Lp_,‘ct 1e 'Z
After the rlghf-eﬁﬁmlstakes came tae next question., This
okl coti @ Ctoig “‘?

was: What is our assurance that)we are doing 1% ¢e§1~ﬁ
If there is no certainty about the correctness of our
econonmic policy, then Marxism is not a science, was the
conclusion one could draw. The next question was the
question of responsibility, For Rajk, for the trials,
for the terror, etc. This led by & straight and logical
path to the Petdfi circle meetings at which Farkas and
qrcounL,

Rakosi were called tq«rseﬁefﬂ&wﬁ;Avji The logical next

step was the problem of Gerd's responsibility.

The sharpness of the student's comments at these Marxist
Leninist seminars was to some extent determined by their
living standard$: It was perhaps the peasant kxids, who went
home regularly and saw the misery in the village, who
were most outspoken in their criticism. The petty
bourgeoisy boys (not the intelligentsia) pulled in their
$ails to the very end. In the schoolyear of 1955/56

a friend of mine was warned that he would be expelled
from the university because he was an American Jazz
enthusiast. He was of petty bourgeoisg origin, that

is, he belonged to the X category. The authorities

were stricter with this category and therefore they

were the ones whofwfnﬁl} the silliest Marxist statements

the longest. The dmeategory was very cautious.

Until 1956 all the students payed their DISZ XEE member-
ship fees punctually. 1In 1956 three members were kicked

out of DISZ because they refused to pay. They did not
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care in the least. It is true that they were of good
origin since twc of them were work:ars and one intelligentsia.
A petty bourgeoigﬁ would not have dared to do such a

thing.

The so-called progressive intelligentsia became =~ better

xaders after Hay h2% made his comments about freedom of

expression. These concepts were rather flexibly used

by the regime. If a student was accepted as part of the

20 per cent intelligentsia quota a% the university, he was

labelled intelligentsia. But if the same student was

expelled for some reason then he was relabelled class

alien. I can cite an example of this. A friend of mine

was caught shouting abusing comments at the Soviet team

during the Soviet Hungarian basketball match in the

su mer of 1954. He was the son of an architect and his

father had been a Social Democrat. He was expelled from

the university as a class alienr hcwever, because his
_mc.\ ii‘ﬁ‘h%u @

father had an architectu@] firm. , The committee which

decided for his dismissal, incidenticaidy, apol®gized

to him for having to take this step. In other words,

in order to avoid giving the impression that the re-

gime was persecutfing the intelligentsia at a time when

it was trying to win the intelligentsia over to its

own side, this boy was relabelled a class alien Ly tha-

Tregimes
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Antisemitism. Some Communis: Lypes.

[ dp]
Respondent commented rather unfavorablysabout a group

of Hungarian students, con: sisting -of~-Communiate,. .

Communist sympathizers or Ex-communists, studying at

ond of the British vnlver§} %es, He ssid that they had
ViG:

L ""F('i g &
a certain atmosphere; ¢hese were the people of whom one

and- Tnacts

was afraid in Hungaiy p(\all Hungarian students feel the

same way about this group., There is something soft and

steamed about most of them. Not =11 these are informer

types, but they are the sort of pecople one was afraid of
R}u"g’m-‘*ﬁ 7

they are monolrthic personalities or splrits,x ‘They may

hgve been well intentioned. The spirit of dlctatorship

suits them well. Many of them, notfecessarily the group

studying in Zngland, but similar types, are semi-educated

Jewish intellectualx, As a,resul: of this role of the

oL a Fraunch SWPperTer of CommwniSms

Jewish intellectual/the philosemitic mood of 1945/46

subsequently changed into vicious anti-semitism.

That the Revolution was 'wot anti-semitic was %he

clesign insurgents,

conﬂ01ou%\nﬂhw*ﬁ-th&—wﬂ"* of tn%& reFelutienariesy It

was done because they did not want to give the Communists

such a strong propaganda weapon, hence the Revolution

was disciplined with regard to this. In Hungarg today

everyone is anti-semitic including the non-Communist

JEeWSs.

At the same time anti-semitism was moderated somewhat

because among the intelligentsiaDCathqlics mixed with
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Jews more than before and therefore learnsito tolerate
each other,
Among my friends we agreed thagfﬁangarian Communist
regime had Jewish intellectusak leadership, that it was
WESRE run in a Jewich spirit. First of all only Jews
made genuine intellectual contributions to the regime,
THE¥ The less valuable among the Jewish intellectuals
contributed the creative Eorce of the regime. The
Christians parrote
gueshiens merely/pa*oxﬁed the prescribed slogans. The
creative Christian intellectual made his contribution
in the Gathclic resistance. Of course there were many
Jews who resisted Communism. Among the students (+he 4.
Hungarian student now studying in England, see interview
508) is o etample. the new Communist intellectual type.
He is undoubtedly well intentioned. He behaves in a
self — e.ssurer,

completely ger~igh f\ manner, in fact 1like an arrogant
little KBHETZR:E Marx. He ,has now independgnt thoughts
however, andp\igg‘ *‘iﬂ to every aspect of the world,
&5 every mani’estation of life. He is witty, arrogant,

Qﬁgfgyﬂij::3§ in argument. Those who argued with these
new Communist intellectuals had to stop before they
arrived at the logical conclusion of their arguments
because if they had stated it, they would have been
arrested, hence these little MNEXXISXE Marxes always
had +he advantage. They were used to a superior fone

because they were always the ones who won any argument.

They could always say that what their opponent was suggesting
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was fascism. We always had to agree finally that they
were right because not to do so would have been too
daangerous. I had an acquaintancs who belonged to this
group. He was & Jewish intellectual, a Communist writer
who became a positive hero of the Revolution. He
approved of the Petofi Circle pﬂiﬁﬁ debate but when I
said that I did not understand ¥se% Marxists were afraid
of & two+Party system, since this would not destroy the
socialist economy of the country, he answered that what
I was suggesting would lead +to zounter=revolution. This

discussion took plate in Septemder 1956.

It was such people who made up Imre Nagy's Party. The
country was not really behind them. The country wanted

a socialist economy but not connected with any particular
Party's program, and certainly not with the Communisq:
Party's program. These people were in an ivory tower
bercause noboedy dared to tell them the truth in a debate.
Yet, they are the peoole who kncw the mechanism cof the
whole regime. They were articulatgp éhey knew what they
wanted, they knew the leadership they wanted and used

~-{hse Jdemands.

their own terminology to express A%/ The country wanted
many of the same things they advocated but with different
leadership and terminology. Although the country wanted

the same to a great extent, it wmould not express or

articulate its desires.

The creative sector of the Christian niddleclass consisted
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of the Populists and the Catholic intellectuals.

Miscellaneous Commerts. Jobs after leaving University.

My fether was g§ physician. In 1931 he lost his job at

the rospital for prematurely born children, which he him-
self establish.e%because his son 2ad tried to defect e,
because he had two English friends who often visited
himﬁbecause he was a Free Mason and because one of his
artigles appeared in an American nedical journal.

After my father's death I worked evenings in an architectural
plenning office in addition to attending the university.

A% the university we had 42 hours of Jecture in .addition

AP a resuldt T wes always exhe
to, 17 hours of sp90131 instruction per weea,ﬂ;muaﬁﬂ&iian

Ii??tended lectures on Shakespeare by Milen PFilist at the
Paculty of Philosophy as well as Iectures by Benedek.
Pist's lectures were wonderful anc extremely popular.
People went there 2s a recreation. He talked not only
about Shakespeard but sbout everything or anything that

came into his head. His lectures were g marvellous

experience,

I am a2 bad architect. To me architecture was an emergency
exit. I kxnew from the beginning that I would never

become a good architect. But I hed to ché%e some profession
in order to live. In the fall of 1685¢ after I graduated
from the School of Architecturg I started to a2ttend an
evening Law course. Since international law and economics

are my chief interestw I decided to g0 to Law School
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gince this was the closest I could get to studying what

I was really interested in.

wela
Food end housing wa ;generaliy cheas in Hungary and pre-—

o’

¥aS

sented no problems. The food at Zactory and office ecanddnes

was no worse than in London, The housing situation de-
tericrated however. The regime did not build enough new
apartments to keep up with the E increasing birthrate.
In the summer of 1956 I worked cn a project renovating

worker's houses in U jicz25 The conditions here were

horrible. Five or sis reople slept in a rcom measuring
18 square meters. Three slept in one bed and the rest

on the floor. The room was unaired, the sand under the
flooring ha’ “ecome roticu. The whole building was in
danger of collapse, The stench o unwashed bodies filled
not only the rcom but the yard of the house. The room
where 6 people slept belonged to a gyéﬁb flamily. In

the same yard there was a one room apartment without a
xitchen which belonged to a foreman of a leather factory
who lived there with his wife because he could not get

ancsher apartment. This was very clean but the stench

from the yard reached even their HPAREXYXXXX sparmment.
bty

After I finished the univer31ty I warﬁethor the
(1 g’ @V (!:ﬁ,"r‘uu ‘-L‘f{ L L Lt PC ﬁs‘l .-; a\«f'
Kivitelezd 1 alia¢agg\and afterwards Tor the building
Tudaseey {7
department of the/téwn hall\\arosnazgfor in effect the

City Councmi Here I worked out .hd plan which would

Screpps
have sepapsd the old norms of the building workers for
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a new payment system g1v1ng ,them more inceptive. This
o the. wrm‘s ef being acecepied wner
plan was 22mesi- ep%&t*&%“ﬁhﬁ*ﬁiﬂﬁ-hhe Revolution broke

out .,

REVOLUTION.

From September tc November most of my former class-mates
were called in For compulsory military training andWere
all living in barracks in Budapest. Since most of the
students, who received this training, became officers,
they were carefully selected. As a result I was not
chosen because of my kader sheet perhapqgor because they
knew that I had tried to defect. Iem not quite sure about
this. As a resulit of this training period, my class-mates
who graduated with me,last June, were forced to be in-
active during the weeks prece@ding the Revolution. From
the 15th to the 21st of October almost every day brought
something interesting. fhe formation of the Vasvary Circle,
various debates., ete. On Uctober 18th was the Hay lecture,
which I mentioned before. On the evening of October 20th
we played B:ldbe, it was then that we heard about the
Polytethn'e Instture
demands of the Budapest ZTEBKIH Zec] iﬂ&l‘ﬁﬁ?#&nsiiy
(:Mﬁszakl Egyetem;}which consisted essentially of t he same
demands presented by the Szeged students but it also
threatened a demonstration. The reeting of the students
of(%pitﬁipari Milszak:. EgyeteuQ?Architectﬁgi Technical
University, was announced for October 22nd. (Pontos

hangulat volt). In the morning I phoned my soldier class-

mates, who were not allowed to leave the barracks, and they
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dictated the points which they wanted incorporated in the
school's set of demands. However, they were unable to

sign this p:tition since they were not allowed to leave.

For Sunday Ség?t@%_had an appointment with a verrespordeng
0% Szabad Hép?\ éhé appointnent promised to be interesting
because lleray and Novobaczky had just been reinstated to
the staff against the will of the S<alinist staff members.
This correspondent said that the majority of his colleagues

were against the Stelinists at the Szabad Nep Party
s

we ) ) ;
conference, .abewe that the Central Committee supported

the Stalinist minority. One of my friends came to visit
me and brought with him & Stalinist Communist; we were
very much surprised that such a person still.existed at
tha” time and openly expressed his opinion$. At this

time the atmosphere was such that a Stalinist did not

dare to speak freely about his belieéﬁ. We had a long de-
ynissed.
bate with this person and as a result Wep G- ot —go--tem

Poly tachnie Lnstifute . ) _
the Tes q&eaﬁuﬁﬂmvereiﬁykmuegyetem?MEFESZ nmeeting.
Bl

I talked to my class-mates on the phone and asked +hem

to sign the PEFIAXIEHY petition. They #EXLX voted against

8igning hecauae they were technically in the Army and were

afraid to commitv such a of discipline., I was very

much surprised that they dared to call me at all. The

nee .ing decid=d to form a tenporary MEFESZ organization
hoese

but d4id not ﬁa%qﬁany leaders. Some of the students

volunteered to stay and prepare leaflets and help in 'ttlt-

- believe,
worx of organization. L“phef'\write% Kuézkeaphelped them
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%o prepare leaflets, stating their demands in 14 points
and announcing the demonstration for the 23rd. These

leaflets were mimeographed. :
?b%j%ﬂeckwwuz
On the morning of the 23rd, I went to the Teechnicei—llni.-
Inshrhete
vexsity to see what was going on. I was given some leaf-
lets, which I distributed. For th2 afternoon a quiet
studert demonstration was planned. Some of the students
went to the factories to organize the workers. It was
2, concgions movement (tudatosz); the whole country was
T IE = =R
eznaﬁinuaiﬂkworking for freedom, for free elections, ancl.
9 1™
i%was, merely X demanding that the Russian troops leave
Jungary. In memory of March 15th, the boys wanted to
narch to the<%ﬂ€nﬂtm to force them to ;1. % the leaflets.
However, the head of the military courses promised the
use of a mimeograph machine to prevent this. (Katonai

tanszekvezetd).

[ [&

Between 9950 and 00 A.M. the i}rst delegates returned
from the factories and said tha{?ﬁbrkers had held emergency
meetings at which the students were greeted with enthusiSqu
The workers stated their willingness to stop work for the
afternoon to demonstrate their solidarity with the

students. Many of the workers said that they would march
in the demonstration, meeting the students at the Bem

statue, The student delegates, who had been sent to

Usapel, were prevented by the factory guards to enter

the factory. But a few hours later a Csepel worker's
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delegation arrived and told us wi-th-segre#®, that this

occurrence was not their fault.

There was a con® ious student-worker aliance X in the
Revolutioq?ana even before. Sometime in October, bhe &
workerSmade a statement at one of the Petsfi Circle
meetings. He greetec the Petdfi Circle in the name of

the Csepel workers ard asked that the Petsfi Circle reserve

a certain number of ceats for the workers in his factory.

He was a sensible ané intelligent worker and the students
greeted his statement with thunderifg applause2., With re-
gard to the participetion of various classes in the Revo-
lution I believe that the intelligentsia (middle-class)
prepared it; without the students there would have been
no Revolution However; it was the workers who continued

it. Hence this was a necessary combination.

NMeanwhile we informed the other faculties of the university
about our plans. The @Q 062 student 1eaders/:gse not
Communists,were :extremely careful politically and mrely
demended that Imre Nagy be made Prime Minister. Those

of the leaders whom I knew peraonamlv,were mostly of
middle-class origin. Out of ﬁﬁ;;-% they believed
that a Gomulka type change would be the most beneficial

for Hungary at the tine. They saic that the workers

should not march in a demonstratior, nor should they
strike, in order Z& not to provoke the regime. But

& mass movement like this could not be stopped. By
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Yo [y""‘ echile |
_&l %OM% they had decided what form the Teehwiosi=Uni-
ﬁ#ﬁfﬂhg?%emonstration was to take. We were to walk in
close lines with our hands linked in order to prevent
Y0 Qgﬁiﬁﬁ_{ﬁiﬂgﬁ vers from penetrating our lines.,
e were to remain silent and everyone who shouted waé
to be expelled from the group of demonstrators. We decided
to wear tricoilor armbamds. We madz a rule that no one
could enter the university without a student certificate.
After this meeting I went back to my office. I gave the
list of points to the architectSin the office and asked

then to distribute leaflets among the workers.

Tolytuckyic ThetiTute
At 3 in the afternoor. I went to the Beechriocal—Iniversiby

end joined the demonstration for a while. At the Bem
Statue the Law studernts were the loudest because they
were not forbidden to shout. As w2 were going towards
the Bem statue, we already saw somz trucks coming from
there with the Kossuth wiof ariason the flag. Ad—the
Renm-stetue—pacple-were—shouting-1iite thiehong-dive—
Lengexdan’s—fresdon.

At the Bem statue I saw that many of the demonstrators
especially the Law students were shouting to the soldiers
in the BRem barracks, who waved back. The Law students
were shouting; "come down, come downi:ﬂown with PFarkas."
I left before Peter Veres' speech and went to the
Parliament between 5 and 6. On Bem square I saw some
Russian signs, saying "Ruski go home!! I did not think

thie was very wise; I thought it was too early for this.
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Onfﬁquu@f%ridge I heard some small groups shout "Down with
Gerd", others hissed at the shouters. Before the Parliament
there was a tremendous crowd of university students and
others. 1 was there when they shouted "Turn out bhe lights
of the Red Star!". The mood was such, that it was too

late for Imre Nagy.

I went to the Stalin statue where I saw h¥sterical scenes,
) the roeess of kalng 4

the statue was gusyﬁ;aken apari. it was beaten and hacked

with fury. Then I went home and had dinner and changed

my shoes, knowing that I would be up all night.
oy

~wheawI_wentﬁu?-$q§Fhe street again, I heard some loudspeaker
:r;???mgnaou%gg that people before the Radio Station were
belng gg;%te?gfo The trucks offered to take everyone who
wanted to go to the Radio Station. The police ¥HE were
completely inactive. The Army did not shoot at first

and defended the crowd from the AVO by placing their
armorad cars between the crowd and the secret police.

Then the Army handed over its weapons to the crowd.

Aftzar looking around for a _ﬁg}vﬁ}gg g’hi{(:%;é Léﬂh&ﬁ\’ar
dormitory, which was the Peechnisei-~-tniversity:s head-
quarters at the time. Around 1. AN I saw Russian tanks
shoot at windows on =¥® Karoly Kiraly Ave. After the

tanks left, the streets filled up again. The crowd

stopped all cars looking for arms., They did not harm

anyone but they took the cars for their own use.

At dawn I went home and slept Zor a few hours.
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On the morning oﬁ?the 24th I went to work. Some people
in the office were very enthusias’ic about the events
of the nigh¥before. Others, cowards or pessimists, said

"well, is this what you wanted when you started the peace-

Cd

LA
gaine, which have been made.up-ttilﬁﬁhen,would be lost

ful demonstration?". They were alr éﬂfhat even the

becauvse of the demonstration. Some of the most hostile
were the so-called "People's Democratgs", the petty bourgeoise
who followed the regime in spite of the fact that they felt
that there was something wrong. These were the people

who thought that nothing existed between fascism and
Communism. They were not active or dangerous; they merely
were afraid that they would lose their little jobs.

I was in the office for half an hour, then went out and
stayed on the streets all day, doing nothing in particular
just walking around. On the 26th and 27th Ivas unable *
to leave my house because the Russians were besieging .
the vicinity. On the 27th I got 2 phone call from the
Unive;sity Revolutionary Council zsking me to come in.

My friend Ankerl (:iow in Switzerland) was in Likacs' room
: ;

-

and was arguing and debating with people iaxégzﬁPest
headguarters. It was he who had called me in. I went

in on the 28%th. Ankerl and I start8d arguing about

the possibility of founding a new party, when, now,‘?\rfater,
about Imre Nagy's suitability for negotiating with the

Russians,etc. . Meanwhile peoﬁle were coming and going

] L)

fwe argued with professor Merey, the advisor to the
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i

By,

RQV01JthnaryRUQWVGrS%ﬁEJOOHHCng with Pozsar, etc..
e e et

Wwe thought that they had contact with armed resistance
forces. On Monday, the 29th, it was decided to send a

delegation %o yorp I wag more or less one of the dele-

15 +fﬁ1*l 16 Ins'x e
gates of the *ﬂmﬁthn’uiw&xeae%fy, there were two or three

more delegates. We were supnosed to be delegates to the

Dﬁensdaan:ar Naflonal Council, KPLnantull Nemzeti Tanacg:)
1 l,,s }
In Gyor 4nk %1 made friends with Szabo, an old Social Demo-
) 2,50
cratg and wegy&de friends with a chief engineer of the

Gybr Wagon Factory. The Gydr Council tried to sabotage
the engineer's plen to arm worxers in his Tactory. The

Wanted 1o

members of the Gydr Council were old Communists who wowid
, P e
ration the arms very *.:o.m.ﬁtalff-;:, 3&"5:»3- ‘e wenkag ‘Sﬂlf;/ -
5¢ Guns, &
Anywax}we arrived on the 30th after the Szigetvari putch
lh S€es100
attempt. The Revolutionsry Council wasfimgst=asg. They
were extremely distrustful of us; one of us said Bome
stupidities. Finally Ankerl addressed the Revolutionary
Jouncil and made a speech which met with great approval.
He asked that at his proposal the Council ahou]d demand
through Szigeti that Imre Nagy declare% %Aneutrallty of
Hungary. The Council voted to accept his proposal and
he was asked to be & member of thé¢ Committee, which was
to b e sent to Nagy. Then it was decided that he could no%

be = member because he was not an inhabitant of Gyor.

In general the meeting of the Revolutionary Council was
RADMITCA Al

extremely provioeiedh and petty. People talked about




NO. 304 "B- " INTERVIEVW ML p. 468

responsibility and revenge and abused the Communist Party.
They had no program. Szigeiti was the chairman of the
meeting., He was very friendly to us and kept order at
the meeting. There was a greas desl of disagreement about

him. Som2 pecople said that he ws very decent, otherwise

he would nct have gohe so far in the Revolution. Some
(16 LS

sail Imre Nagy's Gydr equivalent. Cthers sbused him,
> p!

At the same mesting I made & statement about the strike.

N "::J“" Ke '.f’wcr[? o e g ﬁj ram;m.
Lt wes Qﬁgﬁcgtmmoedwan»ﬁav“=~0-avf:ﬁ&& b;we felt

Lle. "‘-M-L ;’1’&:«*’" :
that this would be h~rmfu]qzﬁHﬂwever,Arf I had started to

say so they would have found i% suspcious and wouldn't
have @«llowed me to finish. So, what I seaid was this:

S . wJeov KRG
"Since the strike is the weapon of tae werker, class, it

must he used, It must be nzed in batth,butdone must
lji" C{"F\_ &Lf}'ﬂf }}C! C;i V\r ‘/)
now what c:ﬂ—“im°~aA}gf“h, must not ehoot into the air.®
Reaverdaroiced Ly {fa-
I added that tpeﬁCovernmenb-cudagané-today were acceptable
but the government itself was uanreliable and we must de-
mand that it be changed and improved. I said that Imre
Nagy should be the leader of the Government because he
was suitable for negotiating with the Russiang, that the
Hinister of Interior should not be T.dy but Bela Kovacs,
be
that Jus%tusk should Z¥E the Minister of Foreign Affairs,
thet a Catiaolic should become Minister of Justice and
that possibly e Transdanubian should be made Minister
of War because Iransdanmbia was then HEXINEFEE the liberated
part o Hungary. I said that when such a Government was

established, the strike should be discontinued since then
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we would be striking against ourselves, I also suggested

£~ ’- l"2 o
a ctrlxe Committeg, which was suﬁkﬂ - borgaﬂfgg?%ﬁg

,J"-'-"' .rﬂ. -~
WO r%e*:élass and had the confidence of the workers.

i Ce2 VIR oI
There was no resolution aboudythit pr0posa1 exeep*—thaz

t::’\’nf‘i

they thcd\a resvlution in favor of a coalition gavernment.

On the 3ist we visited the Benedictine Monastery in Gyor
and tédked to the prieststhere. I went to the meeting at

which the Social Democratic Party was re-established and 1
Ao
mettone of the Sccial Democratic Feader%)'~

,ah!\(‘i l\t‘\.m b(ﬂ«.- ’
sxd==xx3%\a member of parliament. I felt he had very primi-

tive political conceptions, such as mors wages for less
work, etc. It wze quite ghildish. The interesting thing was
thet Udvaros had the same ideas as the Benedictines about
the possibility of a Christian Socialist and Social Demo-

cratic coalition.
“'""fe. \“ecpi @ @7 ¥ the
Thay,were rather vague about/role of Attila Szigeti. A%

the time we did not know where he was goin%}

from. Szigeti was a member of the Peasant Party. Did he

B¥ _to-or coming

want the same thing thet Imre Nagy wanted? ZXREXNPHEXRD
Perhsps he would have liked a BBREAXEX epalition on the
basis of 1945 which was a good thing. igggéé said that
he wes moderate and shrewd. (Sador wes esnother member
of the University Delegation). I didn't think him

shrewd at all and Ankerl thfought him stupid. Today I

tend to faver his stand far more than I did at the time.

In Gyor we had long discussions with the chief engineer

of the wagon factory, who was the advisor and friend
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of Szigeti. It was his idea that a parliament(hemzetgyﬁleg)
must be brought together by November 4th in the parliament
building in Budapest. Every county was to send 10 re-
presentatives. Budapest was to send 70. These 240 dele-
gates should go to Imre Nagy, call themselves a parliament)

nenmetgydies ard should deside—ari agree not to separate
..l.-

.”-

until Ruseizn troops 1save Hungary. Thus they would be
abl.e tc assure the constitutional rule of Imre Nagy and

would also car?g somg weight w1th\r°gé=é +c the UN.
by (S Hal e e
In other words, ﬁwould have a constitutional right

to call in the UN.

This was Sebdk's idea with whom we talked until dawn
before our return. He was a former Communisé but what

one could talk and argue with him. He was a courageous

1}

ma:n and very popalar in the gyor wagon factory, which ne

roncﬁlxacf:"h o
was” The bi gpesu/worger center next to Budapest.

LJe Rl RNES to Bu (ﬂc\,lms_.‘i‘" on” T ftéﬂfﬂ‘f
AOn November ls%i. Thursday evenening between 8 and 12

*\

we had terrible news. The Soviet troops, we heard,
were streaming into Hungary. High officers from the

Arny s Revolutionary Coyncil said that the Army would
k\ u«. ‘-’? R ?i‘l\-’hl‘tlowg yev
/wLai one day artillery fire. As a result of the

great confusion, there was still a strike in the

munition factory. Someone in the Army tried to die-
G ["'c?f‘f
intezrate the Army's Revolutionary Council. I went

home and called my Hest frlends znd relatives d
“JB’“E-{[NW Bz abje To doS0
agked them all to leave towﬁ beceuse\after the Russians

arriva@&- i

ethin, As we kel entered
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& ) the S:(ECW
Budapest, we saw Soviet fanke standing beside the roads

whisk—werc leading to the city.

Meanwhile we discussed the idea of setting up this parliament

with the dniversity Revolutionary Council. Pozsar and the
R

others agresed to organize hat,in Budapesg}and we went

back to Gyor end tried to organize 1% in Transdanubia.

We arrived in Gydr on thefsecsmd) 2nd with a Government car.
We went to “he Town Hall where we found great EBRXHEHEIE
corfusion. Sebdk was there trying to put into operation

his plan with regard to Transdanvbia and the northern
counties. The assembling of the Parliament was planned

for the morning of November 4th. However, they were un-

able to get to Budapest because on the night of November 3=d
ﬁ"
the roasds were closed. On the same nightyNovember 2nd,
. wmee i with
the Russian tanks entered town,with ho resistance because
ge
orders were that no one should shootathat the Russians

should not be able to claim they were provoked. Ve saw

ot least 100 tanks., Early next morning we went to Sopron
there
to get out of the Russian ring and if ¥EX¥ had not yet

bean Russian interventicn;%he:—to bring over 2 or 3

{rcoro-£ull of university students from Sopron and thus
to strengthen “he armed resistance with politically
i

conscious (Tudatos) elements. We arrived at #he Sopron

University on the 3rd with this plan.

The Revolution had no heroic wast in Gydr. Some AVO

agents were killed, others were allowed to go free. Both
CAAA TG
fwere wrong. 1In Esperessos people sat selling Austrian
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medicines. The Revolutionm in Gyﬁaﬂwaauaaﬁznp=$enthe moral
level of Budapest. Various suspicious elements had arms.

GySr needed 20 or 30 people who knew what they wanted.

At Sopron University thegl greeted us with the suspicion,

they were not very friendly. My feeling was, that in

Sopron the Revolution was over organized and over-EHEEEREINEN
buresucratized. On the 4th I was at the university when

they declared that Sopron would not resist and that wefthgy
would all leave the country. As a result we décided to

leave too. The University Revolutionary Council felt

that in case of intervention we must turn to theﬁigzgxgé
counvries because it was to the diplomatic advantage of

aPpease )
the Russians to try to ﬂp&&ﬁgﬁthe Asian block. As a result

) . Neyi .
we 2ddress=d a letter to Nerw and handed it eszer to the

In

(o1

ian éclegation in Vienna since there was no Indian

Embassy in Budapest.




