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b waz reluctant o give his nszme and to nawma
whore he waz working in Hungar:. Interviswer

2
the answors given by the respondent. However,
Lo 0o r2ascn to doubt the gincerity and truth of
ptevicl which respondent was willing ito discloose.
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I was ordeined in 1951 at Ssombathely.

(Por a description of conditions in the Szombathely Seminary
and a2t the Office of the Bislop ¢! Szombathely, see
Interview KLL-1, 301).

I was working s chaplain in seviral commmnities of Zala
Couniy, but my last post,before the Revolution, was in the
County of Vas. For two years, fhat ia the first and the last
yecr of my four years priestly :areer in Hungary, I was

teacking religion to the scheol-children. Ia the intervening

~ two years I did not have pernission to do this.

Each time, whon I wao trensferred, I received my new angignaent

cz the regular way in the usual form, signed by the bishop.
Any such order, of course, had to be ﬁountar-aignod by the
0ificisl of the State O0ffics for Church Affaira, but I could
not Lell just how much wy transfors wore tho work of this

SSete suthority or vhether it was loft to my bishop's discrotion.

+ wan encentionally lucky as tcacher of religion. Although

thore were some chicaneries put 4n my way too at the registration

Tev roligious instrustion, still, in my communities, slmost

oil porents rapistered thoir children for religions instruction.

2ad alwoct 100% of tha oh ldren ceming to my clzsges . In
siacse the mmber wes usually beiween 60 to 807%. Those,

~o wors not reglotered, wors strictly forbidden to zttend my

feavcs, buy benides this, I nover had the slightest Lrouble
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ebcat my classes during my career as instructor of religion.
I wae controlled all the time;at each class & teacher was
pitting in the last bench listening to me, but never saying a
word; '

There wes & lew, that children with the permiassion of their
rarents could be prepared for Pirst Communion and also for
Confirmation. On these preverntions even those, who did not
ge to religious instruction in thﬁ school, couid take part.
Por these preparatory instructions, %wo hours weekly for two

nentha were preseribed, which could be held in the churech.

In one of the villages, deep in the heart of Zala, where the
Catholic religion is still very mmch alive, the Party seoretary,
together with the chairman of the losal Council, declared that
id nobody wanted to care for their children, at least the priest
cculd do it; from him the children would not lsern anything bad.
£{kor this, nobody would have darsd to speak against me., XNy
reom boseme o veritable childrea's canmp, 20 to 22 children
surrennded me overy day.

Jhuveh going ves free. There was a serpon held each Sunday in
ceragetion with the Holy Mass, We held alzso outdoor processions.
O these holidays, which ked beon abolished by the Siate, weo
L2l2 Mrzsee in the morning end in the evening for the reople and
b zehepl-children.

Ceturndly, you eculd Tecl the conirols and terror imposed by the

~

cundet Sinte oven in the wost remote places. We had to take
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care of our words said froam the pulpit, because we never could
be gure that en informer would not dencunce us. lany pricsts

have been dragged away by the AVH aftor their sermon.

The State authorities lavour vary'hard to infuse life into
their still-born pecce-priest movement in order to weaken and
f;nnlly to divide and break-up the Catholic Church. Bowever,
in our diocese, all their efforts in this direction ended in
fiasco. Just to give you en éxemple ; at their first great
penco-priest Confersnce in 1950, which was held in Szombathely,
and on which all priests should have been participating, besides
the invited guosts, only thres or four pfiests showed up and
oven these did not bohave entirely in the wey the Communists

trantod them to behave.

T™he Circular Letters from the Episcopeal Chancellery,; wera
cithor road from tho pulrit by the priests or simply thrown
amay into the paper bLasict according to the priestes! comscience
il hedr position in the locality. In eithor case, the
corvmindly lmew well that the Circuler was written by the State

nuathoritics ezd not by their dishop.

Jdolice terrvor wes by far not the only means in the hands of the
cathoritics to influencs the priests! nttitude. In fact, open
vorronr was lees and loss oxcsrcised in the last Years againat
mareh. Yhe Siate rather resorted to the meane of raising

cuering roxehely's position, euthority end working field

Cowith it else somebedy's living stondard. In this way
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i% could reward the people who would be 1nnlinsi to play bdall
by premoting them to bottor positions and giving them higher
salaries, whilo-thpy could punigh the recalcitrant priests by
dcaotions, transfers to God forsaken little parishes and by

stopping their pay. For exanple, I did not rauoii. any DRy -

- Tor eno and & half years. One could mever be sure about the

next montk 's salary. Those priests, who became personae non
gratae, more often did not get their selary than they dia. I
know of such priests, who did not have even a loaf of bread

for their Chrictmas holidays.

The usval salary of a chaplain was 500 forints for a month;

The Rector of the Parish received between 620 to 720 forints.
After the Land Reform of 1945, still pmech iand was left in

the Church's hard, i.e. most of the land which belonged 4¢ the
individual parishes. Im 1950, the grectest part of this ;and
w25 also nnticnalizcd and caly 800 81 (1/2 cadestor yoke)

cculd be kept by each Parieh. The samo amount of land, 800 &1,

von 1ol for coack tho eantor and the peaton.

vuring the Revolution, I was storting the organization of the
Hzvelutiorary Council inm our village and became one of its
lcaders.  VWhen afterwerds ny position boocame untemabdle, I left

tho country on Jemuary 8ih.




