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The Ilungarians were primarily against the terror and
against the presuned and actual Soviet exploitation.
The Revolt was not a result of Hungarian temperament,
as many tried to picture it. The primary cause was
the boundless terror which ruled though there was a
perceptible reduction in this since 1953, Also there
was cruel intervention into the 1ifes of the people
in the class war going on. Besides these there was
fullest exploitation of the nation and full disregard
of human beings and the new upper tenthousand XX ex-—
ploitéﬁ%&t?m nation for their own and the Soviets'

sake.

The greatest opposition results from greatest suppression.
The first reaction to this suppression was universal
passivity The peasan’ produced only for himself. Ile
developed his own iimcdiate 1snd - up to an acre he was
pernitted to own this - on a very high 1eve1)carfully
cultivated and his one own COW that he was permitted to
keep was very well kep¥h.- But he neglected the coummon
fields. In addition one was continually exposed to
spiritual and mental terror whenever an AVO man passed
one by.

In its effects it gave opportunities for differences of
opinions to arise in USSR and elsewhere but it had no

direct effects on later political developments. But the
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unconscious realization of inner disagreements gave
people a little more courage %o voice their opinions.
This was a breathing space for peasants and when the
trend was reversed the peasant became for ever more
sullen and resisting.

It meant the beginning of the change. Iveryone was con-
cerned with the idea of the Yugoslav stateﬁicil.lncluded
the workers councils. People were getting interested

in this national Coumunism.

Any debate of this size permits further debate among the
people and in the end leads to the forming of opinions.
At first no one dared to support Stalin, later Party
functionaries began to emphasize again the positive
aspects of the man.

They tried to misrepresent this as Western provocation
but actually the people sympathized with the Poles. It
had no practical meaning for the Hungarian Revolt for .
people had enough problems at home.

This was fully appreciated and it meant a step forward
since the bloody Comuunist was personally hated and con-
gidered dangerous. Ilis decline neant added freedomo.

The Hungarian press was strongly critical. The whole
theater disgusted the people.

These things were felt less in the countryside.

Imre Nagy's second government. This lasted until he
realized that he was not master in his own house.

There were cross—-currents. Under surface there was out-
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ward pressure demanding democratization. In which way

was not made clear but a politicel and economic thaw

was expected. IHowever, inwardly efforts wereg made to
stop this trend before it even got started. The general
sense of expectations was great and so was the insecurity.
In the papers articles appeared demanling the revision of
kader-sheets and the whole system. TFormer kulaks were re-
classified as small holders. A friend of mine who was
occupied as a political secretary at a machine tractor
station worked with peasant problems. e vrote a critical
study on the peasant situation asking whether the class
fight should be maintained or abolished. His study was
suppressed yet he was busily working at reclassifying
ulaks ¥nto small holders. Acually one becane & kulak

if one's lands produced 350 Golderowns per year. Below
this figure one was a small holder although those rho

kept hired hands wcre kulaks and in addition one covrld be
so designated by the village council or functionariet,
Frequently men with choice houses were branded ex-
ploiters of villages, deported and jailed, and their
houses ghven yxsxe to whoever merdrex deeded XX them.
They gave it full mental guidance for in a country of suclk
terror one was not isolated from the masses. One couldn'®
be)for one saw the injustice everywhere. They were the
first who raised their voices.

Yes, there was. DBut I was fully occupied with my own

work and I had nof time for literary papers. Free-fhoxmex
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ILand, a bi-weekly of the Kolchose agsociation and
Nepszava, People's Voice. But long before these made any
moves one heard of the literary papers and of their critical
stories and essays. On the other hend Szabad Nép was very
cautious and while it followed the tremd, it always left
itself room for retreais.

Not any single item.

See above at question (1).

Public opinion needed ripeming and time was needed to

open mouths to form opinions and finslly to give these
opinions expression.

Many functionaries found themselves in controlling posi-
tions interested only in the economic benefits they could
gain, But these also felt the contradictions and short-
comings of the system. These oeople were much too insecure
to take any action during the Revolt. When action was
needed confusion prevailed and they blamed each other. The
functionaries neither dared to nor had a moral basis to
take 2 stand against the events. After 2all the Party
secretaries listened to Rakosi after 1948 wailting for &
new agricultural system. This was promptly disclaimed in
195%. There was a comnplete turn-about later in the same
year. The competing policies between agricultural and
industrial preference contradicted each other. A supporter
of the regime had no foot to stand on. A local Party
secretary was now forced to reclassify a kulak to

* Teym used by respondent was TSZCS, throughout interview.
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a small holder whom he the years before had to classify
as kulak while the vlllage laughed in his face. All had
their own opinions but the functicnaries had simply re-
peated the views of the central government. They couldn't
afford views of their own. In spite of 211 this the lower
officials Joined “he people because they were too close
to realities. The intermediary group of officials who
transferred comnandes from above 1id suppressed their own
views before. Many of these now joined the Revolt.

See points ani demands above in question (1).

Those who were perscnally hated were personally afraid.
The Megye (cr county) tractor station director went to
iy office after the Revolt with a sub-maechine gun and he
pointedly ept it on his desk all day. FEe had to destroy
many peop.e between 1951 and 1953 to get ahead. This
type frecuently preferred politics %o work. Generally
speaking functionaries were poor in their fields and lazy
besldes., At least such was the general oplnion. They
were concerned with building a new caste for their own.
Mainl the village and small town middle classlwas afraid.
Some people felt they could not afford to take sides in
this Revolt. Also & group of functlonaries was in this

section who were temporirily baffled and lacked any direc-

Tion.
“ussians should leave!" "Abolish crop deliveries!®
tAbolish progressive taxatlon for the farmer!" "Use the

Kossuth coat of arms!" “"Reveal secret trade agreements!"
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These may sound surprising from peasants, but to keep

gt a2ll ahead economically the veasants had to start to
read and think and they became raiher sophisticated.

No, it was not. I know that on October 26 the county
committee met in Pecs. The demonstrating youth demanded
that the committee jJoined them. The old Stalinists separ-
ated from the rest of the committee and the younger ones
joined the mass or else went away.

No one during the Revolt wanted %o return the land or
factories but small trade and small industry was to be
fully developed by private enterprise. Whether a Western
democratic type or a nationalistlc Communist type govern-

ment would have succeeded is d.fficult to determine.,

When we heard of battle in Budapest I wrote a circular

to the kolchoses under my care and asked them for food
contributions in the name of the workers council. I
asked for twoe truck loads of food. Instead I got twenty-
four truck loasds. The clty of Pecs was on a general
strike then but got seventy volunteer drivers immediate-
ly when they found out our purpose and our chief engineer
went up to Budapest with the trucks. As a revolutlonary
activity we destroyed the Soviet statue in Harkany. The
rest of the time we listened to the radio, worked out

the agricultural future of Hungary covering both our
expectations and the possibilities. We kept in contact

with Pecs and supplied the strikers of the Sophia
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iron work with food. We also decided with the workers
council %o go ahead with the Fall seeding but maintain
the strike in other ways. Our one policeman in our
village switched his uniforms twice and made no trouble.

Wa had no fights at all.
I heard of fighting only against Hussians. Not one

Communist was hurt. We took the weapons from the police
and let them go. On the 25th when the AVO barracks were
taken over no one was there but I did not hear of any
Russians fighting against each other,

Av»perently the officer corps sabotaged the anti-Russian

operations.

Yes, I was elected to the workers council.

All parties had their own little programs which was
gizuxking disturbing for the smallness of their thinking.
It was generally felt that this party polities could have
walted till later after the major problem was solved.

But 8ll were united on the major demands of the Revolu-
tion.

Aside from that noted above no one cared much about these
detalls.

They were very ccorse with people, shouting at them mmk

J
to ewnngrexni® stop to congregate. No one approved of
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Soviet intervention and all sincerely hated them, each

and every Communist inclusive. After November 4th we
needed the Soviet town commanders permit to pay our
workers. In our hatred we were fully united including

the functionaries. The Russians themselves were generally

very scared in the unarmed town of Pecs.

(9) Word-of-mouth news were the thing. They were not too
distorted and they were always ahead of papers or the
radio. We listened mninly to the Pec: Rndio and also

to other free stitions and Western stations.

(a) They were not viry useful,

(v) We got a lot of news irom returning trucks on the 27%h
or 28th.

(e) Yes, see above.

(10) Wherever peo)le were disliked by the mass they were
relieved

Thuxxspd . Personsl antogonisms were disregarded but where
the co-workars or otherwise estnblished general opinion
censured gumeone, these were kicked out. No one was
harmed. ome Funetionaries werc locked up for their own>(
protectio.. Janossy, the assistant party commissionary

in our d:strict, asked me on the 5th to get word to Peus
that the §iklos Comiunists were still in the jail. OF
course L refused. Otherwise the wokers councils [unc-
tioned well. After being properly elected they were

end
fully absorbed with the tasks xefx daily problems of admini-
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stratien, maintencnce o food supply. and Hransporkation.
They alse tried various ways %0 solve the oversll issues.
This involved preventirg chaos and to ereate a systemadic
changed govermment and administragion. The pawrygy seewe-
tary in our tractor sltation spoke up in the workers cowa-
¢il saying "I admit vy own mistakes in the past, permiy
me to stey on as a tractor driver in the fuiure”". The
counecll ocgreed, Sose of the Communistes locked themselves
up in their apartments, some started counter-revolutionary
activities for cerlain.

Tre keder and personnelgroups were digsbanded as were ths
crop collection cifices. oMYA XAXEXEH LXEIRUEXTETcad
zecksrrarscer xurenveexdci: ixotkged, Aﬁout 80 percent of the kol-
choses started-ﬁc dissolve themselves. In most cases
this went on sysiematically, in some haphazardly.

The Party ofgsnization was dissolved. Actually the

MSZMP was started. Its activities were very limited and
of the 0ld oificizls some disappeared, others kept cuietg,
and the rest triel to save themselves over into the new
MSZHP. |

I don't know.

They chonged thelr presidents and secretatries took over
some members into the new revolutionary councils which
were formed besica.ly by the old opposition. There was
some lack of lezal ways of brormxxiPmm change.

The vorkers couwicils and the revolutionary committees.

New parthés wers sfirouting everywhere., The New National
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Guard was founded and the Workers Guard, The latter had
Russians returned. In the National Guard mainly young
people, students and workers joined.

These were very democratically elected, made up mainly
of young people., They certainly would have continued

to function-

I wouddn’t know..

I think about it very much. I%t's my only problem.
Without trying to impress anyone, the Revolt showed to
the world that a people woull stond up against the
tyranny and Hussian sunpression. Aside from this Hun-
gary herself did notﬁ%g muach lm_ﬁfgiggm the
Revolution. In terms of blood, in terms of economic
losses, the bloodleting wans tremendous. A very 1l rge
sroup of the thinking and trlented prople had 1left the
country- ‘

0f course, without Russian interventican.

We expected nothing In the beginning bult everything
after the second Russian attack. Arms were wanted.
For ten years wef got the piﬁture drawn of 24,000
ceenddrs poised for an attack on Hungary. We also
waited for United Nations' morsl pressure.

e couldn't organize the Revolt., It is mainly his
reputation that's substantial.

Can't think of anyone comparable.
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1) To start the Revolt: The students, 2) The active
Fight was carried on by the young workers, 3) by the
workers, 4) by the intelligentsia, 5) by the scldiers,
and 6) by the peasants. Actually thelr rights, too,

were first demanded by the workers and students-

On December 2nd 1 decided and I left on December 4th.
When the first Russian tank came in for repair to our
trector station and my buddy started joking that they
are coming for the statue destiroyers this gave me the
£inal push, I couldn'?t have Zived under that system

any longer.

Yes, with my friend who was a party secretary. He was
sorry that I was thinking of this and he couldn't advise
me., He wouldn't take the responsibility cne way or
another. My brother refused o advise me, %00,

Yes, to staey.
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Agrononist.

Gardener.

I worked as a :ractor station agronomist snd for she
last two years es chief agronomist at the tractor static

The sama.

Since 1951 but I also had btwo years military cervice sl e,

Our machine anl tractor station owred 60 tractcr: onl
about 400 cult lvating machinen. Thzir cbjective is Lo
wechanize boleioses and secondarily to help lrde;sndznt
peassnts. Besldes these pracilcal considersfion: L7 had
many political objectives, primarily to get the seasants
to llke large organization and cooperatlves. In Ffact,
a tractor sfation had separats economic and politieal
divisions for a long time. It still has an indevendent
party secretsxy for the political division. L tractor
station is bacically an excellent idea but the ¢ mestic
type of it is over-bureaucratized, irrational, z.d in-
effective. Ir relation to the investment involv 4 it
1s not successful. Due to political aspects inv lved
however., they never worried about produckivity. It was
planned-loss ¢ peration. However, the station coddn't
fully fill th¢ work-meeds of the outside, comolesely
apart from whether it was to be a paying proposiilon
from the insice. Basically it is vossible to mate ¢

station oroductive and useful for voth the pzasaats and
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state but not in its old form.

Yes, I 1liked it.

T 1liked 21l strictly production matters and there are

many ways to find out the peasants' production experiences.
There are also many ways to introduce innovations. The
average peasant is suspiclous of innovations and good
1deas aften fail because of this suspicion. He preferres
to be conservative. He has become the more

guspicious since in the past decade he has often be tricked
into bad deals.

I disliked the bad directives. They forced quadrant corn
growing on us and they insisted we raise cotton. We had
no competent people to direct i%, no workers to raise it,
no machinery, no understanding, inasdequate soil; with one
word no reguirements were there. But the ministry took

a uniform pattern for the entire country and issued
jdiotic rulings. If absurd orders were challenged one

wes told this is politieal, it must be carried out, no
opposition will be tolerated. My friend, the party secres
tary, was frequently disciplineé for following his commen
sense. The state went ahead and made trade agreements
with other countries and then it insisted that the plans
be met to live up 1o the agreements, Large sums were
wasted on rubber, soy bean; etc. When the projedt femiled
they either had a mea_culpa, Or else they called it sabo-~

tage. The state directives did not permit interior
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gardening agriculture which was encouraged on paper iritead
the peasants' land was actually prescribed to be used
varying
for so much grain(a quota ¥EXXEE from 38 to 41 percent)
7 to 8 percent fibres plant, and a thousand other re-
strictions, and proscriptions. Intensive garden agri-
culture wasn't given z chance other than §§§§g of empty
propagands slogans. The peasant or the kolchos failed
to get the fzrtilizers he neededaﬁien he needed it,nor
were MET
was DDT aveilable nor any other basic requirements/ The
peasants were willing to learn. 01d peasants came to me
at davm on Sunday mornings to get advice how to use f*rti-
lizers for various crops. Unfortunately lotely many low
quality recent new agrononists were turned out by aca-
demies and universities and the old ones were persecuted.
Once he was foqled the peasant lost confidence in the
agronomists as a breed. Tor a time tractor stations were
primarily political organizations and gave political
directives without regard for expert opinions. One's in-
dependence was nil and one had to choose between oneself
and the Party. Ily predecessor was an older man. He
always followed directions and made many silly things
that way. TFortunately in our time the director cooperated
with us completely. Typicel problem of this typelis
when the director is illiterate and he refuses to follow
or support his experts. Technically speaking the situa-

tion improved greatly since 1954 after vhich time engi-

neers were assigned to tractor stations. The technical
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then
supervision before was in the hands of recpair mechanics.
We also had our health problems. We had no adequate
drinking water for our 140 workers. In 1955 a new well
was dug but it was not active in the fall of 1956 and
since the stations were new there were inadequate repair
and roof facilities for the equipment and the people.
One great improvement over the Austrian conditions as 1

regard

see it, is the sickness insurance. In that ¥kt the
regime was very good and we had no complaints whatever.
Hnfuriunatie Unfortunat91;J§$§u§2é?aents there were
several level investigations and the compensation wes
low. Pensions were horribie. The equipment left much
desirable. With the exception of three or four tractor
stations out of eighteen 1n the county'xmnn}ugf%§ﬁ¥i§$l
sharpen§§§xkﬁ21§§° This is very hard work if done by
hand - BEEXAFXFASXEREIHLAABEIRE . Our resources were
limited, our tools were few, and there was no replace-
ment for lost equipment. Generally our equipment was
coarse, huge, heavy and we never reccived any specialized
useful small equipment. I saw the agricultural show in
Moscow and they operate on the same system. Their equip-
ment is much too heavy. It is hard to ruin but it is too
heavy for the soil. On top of it the Russians sold their
worst equipment to lungary, equipment they refused to use
themselves. Sheds were built at the etations but there
was not enough room for all the equipment. luch was out-

because
side year-in, year-out either X&F it was not needed or
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we which only
else preferred to keep the iron machinery out WHESHEEIEK

while wooden equipment
rusted /@ rotted. In 1952/53 the quality of work
suffered due to the insufficient number of machine
operators. This was later irproved though competence
was low for 50 to 80 percent of them changed jobs yearly.
In subsequent years the inadequacy of the machinery was
the major cause g§§ low nuality production. Poor wages
were the mein cause for the quick turnover in employees.
Whenever a job was successfully handled the screws were
tightened, the norms increased, and people played musical
cheers with their jobs. They left one job for another,
picking always the relatively most lucrative ones.
Theoretically a man who quit his job without the employer's
approval was not eligible for work for the following six
months and employers were subject to pay 0@ a 100 Forint
fine for hiring such men. The state owned lands were
actually ownerless. They were neglected anc¢ no one cared.
There were no reeources to take care of them and §§§§qwere
up to 2,000 ccres useless in our county. When the vinyardg
produce v~lue was ranised to five times that of regular
land the peasants started destroying their vinyards. 1
myself destroyed my ovm vinyrrd secretly for I couldn't
afford to keep it. At the same time there is strong
government campaign fhr new vine-planting. But this
egaein ie just on the surface. In the famous Villany vine

district there are perhaps 3200 acres of excellent viayards.

0f this meybe 3 or 4 zcres are well tended today. The
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rest is used for raising corn and fattening pigs. The
size of peasant backyards is linited by law to 1 acre.
This is the land the peasant spends all his effort on
and he tries to circumvent the 1 apre ruling by putting
land in a son's name and many other ways. So he has 2
and n this land
to 3 acres all his effcrts are spent / for he pays no
taxew on this land nor ax® there does he have contribu-
tion obligations on thais backyard. Thus the rest of
his land is neglected. The foruing of kolchoses nade
production insecure,Both in- and outsicde »f these co-
operatives, The peasants were either ~fraid of being
forced in else afraid of being taxed to Cecth. To
force the government‘s 1lrnd progrom 211 mt '~nd has been
classified in six categories., The best land wrs pre-
served for the kolchoses. These nlso reeweived preference
in equipment, seed, fertilizers, maonpower, machinery.
The second preference of land was given to sinte fnrms,
Gﬁnlesa the majority of the lnnd was state lord in a
district in which case it preceded the kclchcs%l Third
preference in land distribution wemt to the private
owners, Fourth preference was village xruzgYVves reserve
1and. Fifth was state reserve land, and sixth was kulak
land. In 194% when the land was taken frou previous
owners it was either distributed or else made into state
fayms. 1948 saw the beginning of the kolchoze organligza-
tions going on i1l 1953 By 1953 about 16 t» 18 percent

of the acreagewas in kolchoses. During 1953 many kolchoses
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were reduced in size or altogether dissolved. TIn 1954
again new kolchoses were started up and in 1955 a new
organization of kolchoses was carried through. Since
1956 there was reduction i&ﬂﬁhmber of kolchoses again.
This varied. Prom 5, 6 a.m. to 9,10 p.m. during summer
campaign periods. Tractor drivers worked the same hours
but cur time yns su-posedly to be the same as that of
physicnl workers. Ten hours in the summer, for mechanists
¢iht hours. These, too, oi'ten worked more to fill the
norms. In addition to our routinework we had the kolchose
orgnnizing and sgitation work. The county funqtionaries
orsenized these campaigns,called‘village walking. The
villnges vere divided into sections and two people sent
into each section. Usually one party nan and one non-
party mn§w¥ggether from house to house. Also sometimes
the pensants were-called to a meeting. Theoretically

211 kolchoses mere voluntary organizations and we were

to convinece them showing the productivity, the easier

tax rates, and easier collection duties to the peasants.
In practice the local county party organization defined
the niceties of the sgitation work. Sometimes a peasant
was beaten up by the police and sometimes a peasant was
attacked by agitation teams arourd the clock for three,
four deys. We working at tractor stations were the
obvious agitation teams. Some wmnt for a trip, some took
the work seriously, and others simply refused to go. The

peasants were prepared for these trips and they were
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properly scared by local party organizations - sometimes
openly, sometimes coveredly. I want on these trips and
had a good time. We would go to a house and ask the
peasant for some milk. Then we inquired about his last
year's crop and then we went on to the next man. In

many instances it wasn't so simple for the peasant. Often
economic pressure was used if not direet threat or

terror. The man was simply robbed with fines and ex-
cessive taxation and then given the alternative to save
his animals in the kolchos or see his life's work ruined.
If the head of the council had %ad intentions he would
assign excessive delivery obligations to any one

peasant and crush him financially. In one instance

e peasant was fined 2,000 Forint for letting the dung
juice leak on the street from his yard. Much depended

on the ingenuity of the council president or the party
sebretaryo They would threaten a peasant with deporta-
tion. Sometimes a peasant would join and he would soon

be kicked out of the kolchos, by then having lost his
équipment and animals. According to law a kulak was not
entitled to any kind of compensation and there was con-
tinual haggling about the value of material and shares of
production brought to the kolchos. When the peasant joined
the kolchose all value was assessed by the committee uni-
laterally resulting in eternal fights among members.
Kolchos meetings were remarkable for their extended length.

Many would last
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t111 2 a.m, and while the speaker droned on everyone
slept but later all would argue for hours. On the

other slde of the coin 1is the fact that agronomists

are avallable to cooperatives, So are state emperimental
farme and their techniques and results, and institutes
can do a great deal of good if they are well used for

the peasants' advantage.

(g) Some summers I got three free Sundays. Iy workers worked
eight hours and six on Saturdays. Agricultural workers
worked ten hours and eight on Saturdays. But all eould
be ordered to work twelve hours in campaign periods.

(h) There was no overtime in practice. Actually workers
who were eligible for premiums were authorized no over-
time at a2ll. Our office got perhaps eight hours of ad-
ministrative overtime for a month per man, and if this
was the case this was superb but in practice we had no
overtime pay at all. Even on holldays, of course,
like August 20, we worked till the middle of the night
thrashing.

(3) With excess leave I had 26 days a year but I didn't
take it all last year.

(k) Yes, it did.
(1) This is not practiecal in a small plant.
(m) There were frequent changes in norms. Tor instance, a

tractor driver's norm was established on a national norm
by the agricultural ministry. On specialized machinery

that we had I established the norm.
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There were periodic norm reorganizations. Actually the
period fror 1953 to 1955 saw few changes. But minor
changes were carried out continually. If a norm was
£11led by 2 or 3 hundred percent this was considered
disproportionate and a work supervisor from the National
Bank would come down suggestlng increasing the norms.

IT the norms were too high we would apply for a reduction
and sometimes our plea was accepted, sometime rejected.
In some instances we could set local norms. PFor years
we had to follow the absurd, centrally set norms for
thrashing small grain like clover. The work

was Intensely disliked and we never got it done for the
pay was ridiculously low. Minally in 1956 we received
the right to set our standards and our quotas and norms
were fulfilled. Before the work wasn't completed and
whatever was done was done wastefully. Workers left
their Jjobs after earning 12 Forihts a day. In 1956 when
we had limited self-determination on this matter all
made good maney and all enjoyed the wwork.

I guess these were avallable but I was not interested

and didn't get any.

This was no problem for I had good cooperation. This
was unfortunately not the rule, for the neighbouring
tractor stations were different. At our station all of
us were young, glad to work, and all did our work well.

I had the most disagreement with my friend who is
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out here in Austria with me. As chief engineer, he, of
course, was for a preservation of his machinery and I was
for fullest utilization of same. Of course, we always
came to a sensible compromise. Our director was an ex-
locksmith who after the war worked at the agricultural
ministry and he starited university studies but dropped
them. He was technically versed if otherwlse not well
prepared. But he did not interfere with our work and let us
do our own jobs. Unfortunately this was one out of fifty
similar situations, a real rarity.

Very well. After all my friend and [ were elected to the
workers council during the Revolt.

We lived together in the same official quarters.

We blamed the regime, All of us did. Though a party
member, our director approved our criticism as long as
this was valid.

Of course. There were about 20 aut of 140.

It concerned itself with vacations and such side benefits
but not with work time or the real concerns of the
workers. Its functioning was almost non-e¢xistent.

This was concerned mainly with firing, and it usually
justified the management's point of view fcr its members
depended on the management's good will.

These were the advisers to the director. Aciually if

not he then the party secretary would decide. The UB
itself was not very useful.

long
He couldn't for he wasn't left alone enough. ([n
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agriculture you need to know the area you work ¥H with.
One couldn't do an adequate job when continually shifted
and being politically unreliable meant steady transfers.
I personally refused to budge to any political pressure
and it is possible to do this. Of course, I was a single
man, had no family or apartment needs and no obligations.
I often gave out orders contrary to those of the party
secretary but if one is tied to a job this is dangerous.
One agronomist was interned for letting the corn stand
too long on the sars when his machinery broke down. In
the internment camp he became the- head agronomist again.
This time without pay.

People who repeated the slogens and gave no hard time.

I don't think so.

It is hard to leave on one's own but as noted above
drivers and other hired hands were always hired when
they were needed even if it meeant paying a fine. Of
course, you couldn't leave a leading position so easily.
I was refused several times.

Private gardening. I like this field and this was the
schooling I was permitted to get after I was jailed for
illegal border crossing.

I wvanted a very good library and I wanted to be a !lacZek
gardener and do a good job of it.

Anything but station agronomists. It's too much work

though it's most interesting.
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(6) As & single man though I supported my grandmother we
lived very well on 1,800 Forints. Before I made 1,350
and wef could live fairly well on that.

(b) One could dress but no cameras or such luxury items were
included. Perhaps we could have bought a radio.

(a) At 76 my grandmother still maintained her garden and it

wasn't for the fun of it.

(8) Of my 1,800 Forints I had about 200 in deductions. Of

this 70 Forints went for a peace loan and 1% income tax.

(9) We lived in our own house paying 1,700 Forints tax on it
per annum.

(v) They took two rooms but left us three which was ample.
The station paid 1/3 of my lunch and dinner in the loecal
restaurant. They paid 2,20 Forints for each meal and 1

added 4.70 for each meal.

(da) Perhaps 500 Forints per month.

(e) 100 Forints electricity bill per year.

(£) About 110 Forints per month on tobacco.

(g) Nothing.

(h) Sometimes we went to Pecs but this was too irregular to

amount ‘te much.

(i) I wouldn't know.
(3) 100 Forints a month.
(k) Nothing.

(1) I had an official motorcycle for my use.
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See above.

There was too much centralization in every field and
there were many onesided foreign trade agreements.

As we knew it the standards of living were much higher
but it bad the disadvantages of many unemployed.

One cannot disregard the effects of the war and the
problems of economic reorganization.

In agriculture the kolchose members became garden
centered, concentrating on thelir backyard. Among the
artisans and trades half-trained men carried on with-
out permits or without paying taxes. The legitimized
maszek was suppressed before 1955 by restriction of his
raw material supply.

They have improved.

They were the one main cause.
The terror was perhaps the weightiest of all reasons

for the Revolt.
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I went to elementary schoel from 1936 to 1940, to
gynmnasium from 1940 to 1944, T had two years trade
school between 1944 and 1946 and from 1948 to 1951

I completed a gardening and vinyard trade school.

I liked this last one and this is what they accepted

me for to study.

No, I did not. I wanted to go to the university but

my father was unable to pay for it. Tater I was unable
te even try to get %o the university since I went to
West Germany though 1 returned.

It was materially hard for me x%% clothes znd books

were still an expense we couldn't swing.

We had four hours of comphlsory idcology a week but

no one had any opinions on that.

Internationalism and the adoration and imitation of the
USSRa/iggg emphasis on Marxism-Leninism than praise of

the USSR. Theoretically this was reversed in the universi-
ty but even there pro-Soviet propaganda was put ahead of
theory .

People learned to bhate it. There was some left over
socialistic feeling among the students but mainly as a
reaction to reality rather than as & direct result of

propaganda. One could see from real life the real direc-
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tion of things.

Not very much. ZPerhaps it is most successful in the
secondary school but even there the child's surround-
ings deny the ideas of the school. They could not in-
still hadred of kulaks, partly for the young people
stayed under parental influence and partly because they

saw reality around themselves.

Elementiry school teacher.

No.

Better.

We wrre four children and 1 had a stepmother.

My “ather is dead, died in 1952, One brother lives in
Ka.zthely and the other one in Szeks%ard.

I lived with my grandmother.

{t did no harm.

Of course.

Nora We were good friends.

No ,disagreements.

My father died in 1952 and I lived alone most of the
time since.

This happened freauently.

I read some. I had rarely a chance for theater or

movies, I pleyed basket ball.
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I didn't have to go to seminary meetings for our party

secretary left us alone.

They loosened, The family drew apart and mor~l cpncepta
have deteriorated.

Dependence increased substantially.

There were many more nurseries xZxxwey® bringing up the

children while the mothers worked.

I think they changed quite a blt. The boys
got more fEmimizmd feminin and the girls got more mascu-
lin. There was certainly closer contacts between the
sexes and less of the traditional politeness.aXiken
Also there was less mutual respect.

Same as above and there were no great preparations be-
fore marriage. Of course, I don't know much about how
this went on before.

Decidedly more.

Secretly yes.

They were not more strict.

Perhaps. They didn't have such a sense of shame any-
more.

Yes, many more were working which was bad for the family

but the need was great.

It had declined.

Great amounts of thefts were committed in the fields.
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There ere many frauds committed with premiums. The
pens el attitude was more relaxed concerning theft from
t}. ~tnte. The number of thefts has increased though
apcinlly it was still conderned. The system also was
condemmed which forced the people to steal. The idea
wes not accepted as proper. One old peasant kept
stenling clover regularly from the kolchos fields and
peasants began to watch him. When they had proof they
came to me. I once visited him and warned him, told
him to stop. I suggested he do some work in exchange
for the thefts for the coumon good. He immediately did
it and was happy about it as were the other peasants.
The party scecretary who heard of this kept quiet.
People had a general sense of commiseration and tried

not to hurt each other.

I met a good friend in first class of gymnasium.

He took a commercial matura but had to work as a waiter
for his father was connected with the Arrowcross.

We courted girls together, went to movies and excursiohs,
Phe two families knew each other. Since I was rarely at
home I got much of my social breeding in his kmmm family's
home .

Yes, we did.

No, it didn't.

A friend's selflessness and comradery and help.
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I had various types of friends. Another c¢lose fyiend
of miney, a boy I grew up together with, and went to
gr8de school with, became Communist Party secretary in
our area. We met again when I returned to work in that
part of the country. He knew my views and we often
argued. The rest of my friends were made up of my
colleggues at the station.

My mother was  Reformed, my father was Catholic. I am
Catholic but I prefer the Reformed views. I was never

a bigot and never too religious. I believe in God.

Yes, they were attacked with propaganda and they dis-
liked church attendence.
They used it temporarily while this was advantageous
but in the end they would have liquidated it.
P didn't know any. On the other hand I knew a Reformed
minister in a village who was most courageous and very
Hungarian. A patriot, he sang the old Hungarian national
song "I believe in God and the resurrection of Hungary".
He gave fiery sermons against the suppression. I never
saw a Catholic take such a stand. He would read the
Communist inspired y=xx pastoral letiers and notices by
taking his gown off and walking to the end of the church.
Afterwards he would return and put on his gown;

advantage
Yes, of course. It was not an adwakare but no one got

in trouble. A% times my secretary friend warned me but
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openly .

they didn't dare to xzxx¥x oppose church going/ For

someone in a top position it may have been risky to

attend church but for the average man 1% was not.

Young peopke want rarely, the peasantry steadily, older

people also. My brother went to spite thsm although he

wvas not at all religious. He is the chief accountaht

of a firm.

It's less iwmyprxsiant important for them,

It had muech local meaning as you see from the R:forred

minister mentijned above but no organized meaning.

Electronics :ngineer or atomiec physicist. The future
is theirs.

To educate himself.,

On the tcp was the uvper party and government leader-
ship enjoying unlimited economic rewards, special
schools for their children, (mhis I know from a secret
party J.ocument;:} 8pecial stores and two personal cars.
The s:.cond group was that of party functionaries, AVO
offirers, amd a maX class concerned with politics not
witr work. The third group was that of civil admini-
strators, enjoying excessive salaries for little work.
Trey were not productive. The larger plant managers
end persohnel people also belonged in this group. The
fourth group would be the specialists, professional

people and smaller plant managers. The fifth group
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would be of workers and slightly below them the white
collar workers  The x«¥=zx sixth the peasahbs and on the
bottom in the seventh the occasional workers, the helpers,
and temporarily employed people

In the fourth.

In the fouxth.

Cny the upper tenthousand ~nd two, the rest.

Decidedly soo.

Not good in this way.

The top tenthousand is separated from the rest.

Except for the tenthousand on top the economic and social
levels are more ecualized now. There is closer relation
between the worker, the intelligentsia, and the peasant.
The only great social gain they gained is that they now
all have a common enemy, the exploiting few.

People are less polite. They went from one extreme to
the other. Szaki is a cosy, jovial nickname applied to
almost everyone. It's short for Sz ikiirs, meaning
colleague and you often henr engineers called merndk
sz"ki by the workers. This implies inevitable loss of

respect.

Most hurt were the peasantry.
Those gaining personal influence, the AVO and Party, and

other government leaders.
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(25) People are generally not anti-Semiti€ nor pro-Semitic.-
One dién't hear much of the Jewish question.

(c) None.
(a) I don't know
(g) It decreased since the war.

(h) As everyone else.
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Domestic politics concerned me more xkam directly.
Also one was forced to participate willy-nilly.

Actually it's at the end of the list of my interests.

Until 1949-50 I was not concerned with polities at all.
I was a child and I did not conseciously falk politics.
First independent opinions I began to have in 1948/49.
My concern was primarily that of the village polities,
agricultural reorgonization, and collectivization.

Here I may mention that I don't know of anyone who
voluntarily without economic or politiecal pressure would
have joined a kolchose ever. And this I based on my
knowledge of 60 to 70 collectives through the past eight,
nine years and the peasanté)ideasa By 1951/52 it became
clear that collectivization as an effort failed. Thou-
sands of acres were not worked and the animal étock was
substantially reduced. Actually the pig situation was
quickly restored by 1947 but the cattle situation was
never restored for the needs were much greater than the
reproduction. The cuality of the cattle was very poor
in Baranya county and the quantity was also very low.
The peasants were careless and not interested. Handlers
often didn®t feed bulls properly or didn't walk them for

they were
Aither lazy or else underpaid. At any rate they had no

. . their work
personal interest in ¥%. The peasants burdens were so
big that he reduced his ovn stock and obligations. 1In

the kolchose the pensantg kept one cow well. This was
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his own. The rest was neglected. Thus there was no
fodder s helpers were underpaid, and there was
general lack of interest in cattle-raising, as in agri-
culture in general. Though the regime paid lip~service
to specialization in agriculture actually all kolchoses
had obligations in every field of agricultural produc-
tion. Thus whatever was easier neglected like cattle=-
that was
raising, theywowexx neglected. Generally the cost of
mechanized production in tk® relation to actually pro-
duced goods was very low, We cnly got about 6 to 7
ctwiss., ctwts.
XeXtLedgxis of wheat, 7 or 8 REA{A¥EEFNEE barley etc.,
andé 12 xnm§§§§§%mx& of May corn. Iy interest i1n politics
in relation to :
was thetxzf the tractor station and my kolcheses. As
noted above their relationship was twoXold. There was
political influence exerted cn the kolchoses and economic
help given. The relationship between the two was regulat-
ed by annual contracts. The station hnd to meet its pro-
duction quota and often forced its services con the kol-
choses. The idez was to mechonize as much of the work
as possible., Often the kolchoses horse teams were not
used but they were obliged to use our machinery. In the
case of early Spring seeding, for instance, the work is
easier done with a team of horses but we forced our con-
tract on the kolchose, At the seme time our machinery
was busy just wker then and sometimes the work wasn't

done till it was too late. This was also true for

weeding. The curse of the machine station was the old
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type Soviet imported combine . Tt functioned without

o straw collecting facility and if the straw was left
out it usually got ruined by the time the straw wagons
picked it up- But the peasant was forced to coniract
for this combine unless & strong-willed man heaced the
kolchose in which case he m;¥mﬁgn and %% contracted for
a bundling machine’permitting't:ashing later. The in-
dividual peasant small holder almost never had the ad-
vantage of the gpecial machinery services asi e from
plowing and other c20il work which was forced o2 him
regardless. But he never had any help for harvesting
when he probably would have needed it most. His needs
were beyond our capacity. The insides of the tractor
station operations were a different story. There much
of the repair was done on cannibalization and fcr the
periodic inspections of equipment frequently the same
machinery was borrowed fyom station to station. This
equipment was then returned after the inspection. When-
ever a station had to get rid of some equipment 1ii was
gpecified that it had to be in good repair. So or
months endless haggling went on who should repair the
equipment. Those who still owned 1i% didn't have the
allotment to maintain their own equipment plus the one to
be handed down. Those who were to receive it meart to
get usable equipment. Tractor stations all had“blick®
tractors. These were tractors officially turned in as

dECrepit}uselesg eduipment but actually kept while some
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junk was handed in to the junkyard. Our tractor ssation
once traded a time-punch cloek in for a tractor. A deal
considered very advantageous gégc%he workers spent long
minutes in the morning signing in with pen and pencil.
Another chapeer was the inventory taking at the station.
It occured that a couple of tractors got lost for a
larger part of the summer and only for inventory in Oc-
tober did people begin to look for them. Sometimes

they were found under haystacks buried or in ditches.
Frequently cther kolchoses or soldiers took off with our
equipnment for which we retaliated in kind. A typical
case was that of the motorcycle allocated to me as
offieial transportation. We had repair facilities
available for this one and so everybody's private motor-
cycles were repaired with equipment requisitioned for
this. As a result the annual repair bill for this motor-
cycle equaled the price of a new one. The fulfilment of
quarterly quotas and work norms was an art in itself.
Work sections, land areas were switched back and forth
between quarterly quotas or allocated land but as & re-
sult we always pepped up our norms and auotas.

No, I did not.

The whole family was not politieal.

Practical experience and political instruction. But

I had no opinions on it before 1948.

(iv). I approved of the nationalization of factories,

banks, and largef estates though I disapproved of the
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manner in which this nationalization was carried out.
That is’without compensation and without proper ways.
The terror and the human limitations of the program
were condemﬁ:d and aside from this practica} sense the
theory of destroying hundreds of thousandém%eople to
promise a better life for the survivers in-a hagy future
was also refected by me., |

Of course there were many who did not. Those who lost
their property through the changes and those who served
the regime blindly and did not see its mistakes.

The omnipresent terror. This asystem jailed many without
ony reason. In 1947 seven students in my class were
locked up for making anti-regime remarks. One of our
teachcrs was involved in it by one of his enemies.
Finally they made a big law suit out of it and in the
end each of them got from four to seven years for con-
spiracy. IIind you these were young kids. If one com-
plained in a plant meeting about practically anything
the party secretary would jump to his feet and say:

"You are the enemy's voice", and the person would shut
up scared. "The enemy's hand is in it" is a standard
joke for every mistizke made.At lenst pepple kept their
senee of humor.

I had no fear of it whatever. It never influenced my
action and I didn't hear of people whe were afraid of it.
But people did say mmmekimez at times "Go and put this

dovn on my kader sheet" after an argument with the direc-
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tor. Of course; this *~e ¢ifferent in the university
where the kader group wos decigive in determining a
youth's future. In plants, however, the director was
usually in charge and he was rarely overruled by
personnel. We got montlly complaints that we had many
e¢lass ali~n tractor drivers, ex-kulaks, from the party
people lut our director t:1d them that as long as he
had no adequate repdacemert he shall keep them. 7 or
8 of ithese people worked va:ry well and very hard. We

never let them go.

Wher I was put under police supervision at age 18 after
refurning from the West, whe.n my relatives were deported,
when after the army a county ~ired me 2s an agrononmist
but the kader director refusec to take me, when during
military service I had daily complaints of the terrific
differences between officers and men in this people's
army. In the army there was no diuncipline and officers
treated men like rags. off duty o on one had tc walk
by officers in salute ste’s while rwost of them were un-
educated half-witfs., Within one's work one had to
follow the directives regardless ¢ one's own initiative
or plans or ideas.

(vi), (xiii), and (xv).

(111), (v), and (xiv).

(xiii), (x), and (iv).

(xiv), (ix), and (iv).
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(xv), (ix), and (vi). Tut for all of these (xii) was
paramount. Not be:2use these troops were stationed there
but because of 1henl the country was exploited which was
in itself a br-ic evil for all the others.

All had g my-EMIaX circle of friends where one could

talk in wace and freely. Many had good family lives.
All r:joy:d the entertainment offertngs for no one saved.

.ere was no special aim to save for.

The AVO. All organizations were directed by the Party.
In fact all official decree¢s started "The government
council discussed and decided the following in the sense
of the Party Central Committee". This was automatically
sdded to all laws and regulations.

There was tremendous buregucracy. Must certainly have
been bigger than previous to 1544 and of course, also
this was a suppressive system calling for many super-
visory agencies. Bagically there were then three reasons
for this oversized bureaucracy. 1) Large amcunts of
control was necessary. 2) All directives were centrally
issued and had to be channeled to the local level. 3)
There was the double system of government and Party
machinery witk two men for every job, duplicating each
otherg efforts. This was even true in the army where
you had a political officer for every regular one.

- there were
VWork. er kaders got the higher jobs and fewer skilled

%%, left in the trades.
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(5) No advantages. It «<i-- 't ‘unction.

(2) Certainly. My courting - “irl, a classmate of mine,
resulted in a debate discussed publicly by 2 DISZ neet-
ing till 2 a.m. The wiole scheol was involved. They
had no other complaint but it was improper %o mix emo-
tions with school work. Finally at 2 a.m, I got up
and told them it's none of their business.

(b) This depends on the situation.

(¢) One refused to.

(d) Yes, I did.

(e) In secondary school 1 was automat'cally taken over from

the student association to DISZ wien the f£xmE three

student groups merged.

(£) I was sports and culture respoasible. It involved
nothing.

: _ which they emphasiged

(6) It had sore small advantages xxxxntyxngnmﬂgxﬁux before

their promises
one joinel. Once one joined they either kept XNSER or

they dida't.

(a) People in leading position were urged strongly to jeoin.
I was asked three times, once ;iven 24 hours to sign up
but I refused. I said it would kill my 74 year old
grandrother who was very religiois. WMy friend, the Party
secretary, defended my right not 0o have to join.

(v) Those who wanted to get ahead thrcugh the Party. Whetaer
they smcceeded in getting nhead wa:. another matter.

(e) People had quotas to fill once they were members. They
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were assigned the task to recruit such and such for
the Party or talk xggx ttiie or that person.

I didn't follow personnlity changes that closely.
They knew they were forced to make and believe lies
and they were forced to do inhuman thinga..

No.

No.

The line went straight from Moscow to Rakosi to the

county secretaries.
Noﬂ
Ixceedingly small percentage.

Youth was fired by a sense of justice and decency. But
by no streteh of imagination can DIS/ be described as a

leader in the Revolt.

The fear was spread through contact with others. A
small peasant neighbour of ours, whoowned 14 acres, was
pursued to join the AVO as a spy and informer. For
several weeks he refused but in the end he hung himself.
His suicide created a village uproar.

The official or written orders covered all anti-govern-
ment organization or organizing, protection oftggople's
democracy , and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

directed thew
Its practical or verbal orders imsiwiw® to scare and
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exploit, harass and trick people, as well as to destroy
unwanted people.

They used people who could be compromised as spies, who
were forced to do thedrbidding. In a jail phony prisoners
spied on others.

The security strong arm boys were drafted through regular
army chennels. These were used for enlisted du‘[‘.;? atha
beating boys. When a man was drafted he was assigned
from the very beginning. Iither to this AVO group, else
the border police, else the regular armg, or else to a
work brigade if he was politically unreliable. The
officer corps of the blue AVO was made up either from
ex-police or ex-army officers or else civilians.

They came from a varied background. S ometimes of
worker and peasant background and in the cities often
people of dubious occupationsof of no occupations at

all.

They enjoyed high pay and many privileges. Most people
weren't aware of thie before the Revolt.

I don't think they were. Lven they can be 'drilled or can
‘drill’ some one else. ELvery Party secretary can meet

his matcheBERHPETERN

They were entirely separate though the police, too, had
an AVO section. As far as I know they operated separate-
ly ax& in different areas. On Siklos the police chief
introduced himself as also The AVO chief of the area

offering to mpExmir cooperate with the Revolution.
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Relations were close but the Party secretary ordered
the AVO chief around and the AVO Chief got his orders

at Party meetings lile everjone else.,

Yes. In the fall of 1948 when I returned from Germany
I was investiga‘ed for one month. Jailed in a military-
political section I was investigated three times. I
was also caught going out in Sopron in 1947. That time
I was beaten. I was in jail then for a week. The first
night three so-called smugglers were brought in and we
discussed fvo0lishly that we had it better under the old
regime. N?it morning we were all called up and asked:
"Which on¢ is the Horthy boy?" So I just stood right
out. Thfnthe/ggggggﬁlto insist that I want to smuggle
letters. I threw my jacket on his table so he could
check. This was enough fér him and he started beating
me on the hand with his belt buckle. I had to stand
against the wall, stand on one leg, ete. This waguiﬁgg
first few umonths of the new AVO.

Befere I mentioned the head-master of our class and the
si: pupils who were arrested in 1947. Apparently some
coaversations grew out of a boy scout meeting in +he
P11l of 1947. All of us were walled into the trial.
he boys got up to seven years in jail since the thing
was blown into a full ~-scaled political show trial.
They actually found a two barreled pistol from the

seventeen hundreds. The kids asked a revision of their
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confessi0n ot the trial on the basis that they were
beaten by the secrete police. But the court refused
to hear the opinion of the poliee surgeon on this.
Actually this thing wos started by a pro-Communist
teacher who wamted to get this nrofessor out of the
school. He succeeded and the professor is still not
permitted to teach in Pees but commutes 25 km daily
to an outlying school.

(d) Those with politieal pasts and those who made unwise
remarks in  wrong company. Those industrial or agri-
cultural experts who failed with their production
figures and those who had personal enemies with power.
There was a very good agronomist who got six months in
Jail for lack of cautiousness. He once left his office
door open at night and didn't lock his desk. Iie happen-
ed to have courted the same girl a police officer coutted _
back in 1951. This man workedmi{mme till e last Fall
He was a very competent man.

(h) My uncle who was 71A§%Eg§%agh?z;§ited to the Hortobagy.
Ile worked there under armed guard, got a little Pay.

eég%gyfrom border areas considered unreliéble, kulaks,
and unreliable anti-class Budapest people were deporteds
xeabrdyx Their mail was censured and they received rough
treafment. One of the guards told them: "You swine will
die here". He mowed grass all through the Su mer. The

place was Borsas Puszta. Ie was taken there in the Pall

of 1952, released in 1954. Ile was not permitted to move




(13)

(e)

(d)

(e)
(£)
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back to Siclos for it was considered too close to the
border. Instead he lived in Pecs. He was very pop?lar
and respected. IHis crime was that he once went to a
tavern and had a kulak song played for him. This got
somebody started at him. Little latcr they came to him
adking for the dog inoculation certificates of two years
ago. Iuckily he found thew. Then they went around count-
ing the hems =m# x¥e in the smoker. He joked about his
experience in deportation for as he said he was in the
best of company and he himself almost became a gentleman
in the camp. Ille never had any helpers or excesslve land

holdings.

Don't give out opinions and watch whom you are talking
to. Also don't refuse to partiéipate in the llay lst
Parade..

I think they do. I think if I h2d been in trouble my
friend could have helped me.

In court this is a good thing but with the AVO this does
not matcter.

I don't know. Perhaps it does.

Yes, unless one gets:giouble at one's job or somebody
wants one's house. If they want to they can squash
someone easgily. If a house was nceded room was made
easily, especially in the countryside. Sometimes it

waes enough that some politicel boss desired one's

furniture.
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(14) 0f course. The strongest terror was from 1951 to 1953.
at the time people were worried if a car went by at
night. Since 1953% there was considerable relaxation

and after that time fewer extrene cases occured.

(15) Every directive originated from the Soviet Union. When
preferring
the Soviet Union was X¥WEXEXE Agricultural production
production was
soon the same took p¥race in Hungary. When arms RNEYEX
emphasized the same followed in Hungary. Iludustrial
expansion was followed in Hungary. Other tlan that
they took everything they could lay hands on. On my
loscow trip I noticed that up to Kiew there w:sre none
except llavag locomotives. I didn't see any Russians
at a2ll. The uranium plant which operated as tle Bauxite
MinesLimited was strictly a Soviet monopoly and it was
remarkable that the Kecskemet canning plants had a direct

railroad siding into the Soviet barracks in the towm.
&

(e) Strongest in the militery, least in private agriculture.

(16) In the imuediate family one could speak freely. One 's
cautious, however, with every stranger and preferably
little politics is talked on the job.

(a) One was careful when criticizing the Party, especiallg
for a non-member. A little flore freedon was permitted

eriticizing the econonic situation.

(17) Disregarding, no. Evading, yes, this was possible. The



(a)

(v)
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latter had to be covered up with ke statistical lies.
ilostly the Moz 3k who hoped to get some material gains.
He tried to cheat on his turnover figures to improve

his tax picture. Everyone tried to get hold of reduced
railroad tickets and things of this sort.

le could not do this. At worst with influence he could
zet his quota reduced. Else he often bougﬁ%néﬁgz marked
what was demanded of him. He could get some very minor
relaxations if he would cheat on the size of his land or
a little corner here and there. This means of course no
substantial improvement in his lot or on hig farm. He
may be able to cheat himself a pair of boots. Damages
were evaluated closely by the state insurance company,
and since this was compulsory insurance the estimators
handed in phony evaluations with the peasant getting
less or no coupensation than.ﬁnrgz due. If actually
compensation was paid out this was made into a big case
and actually advertised on posters. In one instance a
kolhose was hit by hail and lost practically all its
crop. It finally got relief from the other kolhoses but
not from the insurance compang. In the best case after
nuch haggling and arguing the insurance may pay half of
the damages incurred. Self-defense against this sort of
thing took place by not insuring everything but claim-
ing every dasmage on the insured part of the animals or

erops.
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(19)

(b)
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Its strength was the increasca control authority and the
AVO. As we figured out in our own tractor station there
wvere two of us controllers for everyone controlled and
working. The central direction of operations wos a
weakness for it could always be c¢ircumvented. The re-
sult was the obvious economic bankruptcy and a2lso many
leaders yere dispgupgted with the system. This vas the

basic cause for disagreements within the Party.

Passive opposition. DPeasanty digcegarded work contests,

paid their taxes late, evaded compulsory jobs, contribu-

tions. The intelligentgia was not eager or willing.

Workers participated in quiet sabotage. Vage and norm

cheating were the rule.

The peasantry, the mags of it, for LrmmxthE loegluaiug
but never ganined anything.

¥¥ they only lostd No good at all came to tiem from

the regime.

The miners. In the béginning ur till about 1973, But

they, too, got nore and more abused, For a tlie they

were a source of strength for the regime but i. the

Revolt they were just as anti as all the otheru. How-

ever, in every plant tne regime could count on :ome

people who preferred politidiing to work ard stu:k with

the regime.

Fully unorganized.

I don®*t know.




(1)
(a)
(b)

(2)
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(a)
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(4)
(e)
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Radio, the daily paper, and conversation.
Radio.

The daily paper.

Szabad Nep, Szabad Fold, lMagyar llezigazdasag (Ilungarian
Agriculture), Eletfes Tudomany (Ximf Dife and Science),
and Agrar Irodalmi Tajekoztato.

Yes, regularly.

There was nothing on it.

I never saw them though you could buy them.

Yes, weekly.

I did not hove mufh choice. Saturday or Sunday we went
to Harkany or to Tecs.

Whatever shown.

Some Italian, some French films, also Russians.

Yes, in Pecs. Perhaps bi-monthly.

Of course. It is hard to say how many.
Jokai, Andasrsen-lNexd, Hewzeg, Cronin.

Some from the county library and some from friends.

Daily at the tractor station.

Novisad but often to the VOA. This with the official
radio in our official residence. The height of briss
we felt! ws ?lso got the Budapest news and the morning

agricultural programs, also the evening news primarily




(6)

(7)
(a)

(g)

(h)

(8)

(e)

(£)

(9)

(10)
(a)
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for weather forecasts.
Yes, we did. Novisad which follows the Titoist line,
TLondon which was objective, VOA which was less objective,

end RFE which we RAEIAXTEXWEETINIAXX actually disliked.

Yes.,

Doriestic news through friends and relatives, also un-
Pavorable Party news. If a ministéT was ramnored to be
removed it uswally took place.

Party members and leaders. These were clued in %o
prepare the people for a change and either to defend or
to attack as the situation required it.

On the job.

tuch was obviously the opposite of truth. Actually all
tightening of reins was believable and all new loosen-
ing programs were received cautiously.

A1l were the scme , most unreliable. Frequently work was
described finished in one location to spurn on the others
and we knew of some kolhoses which didn't even start the
work they were supposed to have finished.

It came to the station but I rarely saw it.

Yes, they did trykmx to get foreign news.

I xnew of it. It was quite inhuman.
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T still don't know who started it.

Idiocy. This was mentioned as a joke. No one believed
in it.

We bheard of many divisions and believed it as conditional
truth. But we felt thatif it were true it would lead to
a war.

I saw %ﬁgmﬁﬁiiﬁi, but empty. The Party secretary used
%t to make & raincoat for his daughter.

I heard of it but I did not follow it. knew it was
anti-Soviet but I don't know who started it.

lleans nothing to me.

They talked of 25,000 &=m Gendarms and Fascists and

bleck legioneers but I didn't believe a thing.
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The extreme centralization of the economy and the ad-
ministration. I would give more initiative for the
1ittle man and pernit free competition.

The nationalizations.
Yes, thecre should.

They should say freely what they want.
Why should they?

It depends what we understand by this.

Of course they should.
If there is XEK a government which was not elected by
the najority of the people, that is if the government

was forced on the people.

See question (1).

0f course.

No factorges but smaller plants.

With limitations it's all right.

Of course some things, salt, matches, etc.

Of course I am in favor of nationalization.

In the form used in Hungary it's catastrophic., If

plants are to remain in state hands we must have certain
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state intervention. Actually plants should not be
nationalized by the state but they should represent
the small people's interests in these industried.
The power should be vested in them_°

The strte should have a voice in the production of
essentials and their costs.,

Must be done with state intervention.

One's private life.

Yes.

At least as many as in return.

There is a greater number of new doctors being trained
now. While these doctors are not as good as the maszek
doctors and they consider their jobs as official chores
yet one can say that the medical service has improved,
especially since the nuwrber of village doctors increased.
The village people.

The masg:k has to take the local doctor.

le has more of an opportunity, it's cheaper. Ile now has

the opportunity both financially and as a matter of time.

No, he does not.
Better than in 1946.
I don't kXnow. Itts better now perhaps for there are no

bread shortages.
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told that

(14) Tt was cheaper before the war. I was teixsbberoarx my
father could dress us much better.

(a) It is better now.

(b) It is better now.

(15) It has obviously increased.

(b) Primarily the heavy industry and also base materialsfor
export.

(e) Development in the heavy industry is actually a handicap.

But developrment of other industries is an advantage.

(16) fhe share holders should control it and they should

select directors
bebexxitbrersixixess from expert applicants.

(a) These expert aprlicants should be made nanagers.
(17) I+ ruined [Tungarian agriculture.
(8) With decreased territory they should be maintained,

once the peasants' need were filled.
(¢) Those not wanted should be dissolved, others should

stay together.

(a) The peasants should decide.

(£) 50 acres.

(g) Up to 50 acres.

(h) Up to 50 acres.

(i) Up to 50 acres.

(3) They should receive bgck the values contributed.

(1) Of course it should.
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They srould be kept.

They should be kept in state or collective ownership.
The state should keep some though to favor the small
farmers.

Decidedly. As long as it is done with adequate and

appropriate small Tquipnment.

Yes, conpletely.

No, there should not be.

No, they should not have any supyort.

They should not.

Yes, it should be.

There wouldn't be any more church schools.

Return up to 50 acres to the church :f the priest is
willing to farm it. It should receive some compensa-

tion for buildings, schools taken away.

Let them live. Those guilty should te called to account
by legal means. But all those guilty should come as men
and not as menbers of any organization.

about '
There should be no distinction made whet organization one
belonged to. Accounting should be done and judgenment
n2de depending on guilt.

This is not enough of an excuse Xw not to be held

responsible.
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Perhaps the 1848 revolt and the protection of the Vest
. . mind in . .
against the Turks is what comes to M connection with

the Revolt.

Of course there is.

He differs from all, in temperament, in creativity.
Plenty. The degenerated landowner was isolated from
the people.

Only then did this exist. Since 1945 social classes

were brought rwuch closer to each other.

There was no good government,
There was a deep gulf between them.
I am not happy about Hungary's policy. If she tried to

stay out she should have tried more and firmer.

Borders nre not anymore important. The Hungarians are
now absorbed into the Czech and Rumanian life.

No, there is not.

A Danubian Union sounds good.
It should be a member state with power relative to its

population.

They are stupid and cowardly and childish but they are
not bad people. They are a large uneducated mass easily

controlled from above.
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In the war.

These are very pretty ideas which have so far failed
in practice and apparently will fail in the future.

No, Tito is not a Marxist. He is a national Communist.
Never. In 1947/48 it started out.

To honor and to respect the others' rights.

This is no different from the international Communism
only that it 1s to harm or benefit one state only.

This means that this state escaped from future Soviet
exploitation but the system isstill the same.

They changed. 1In a strict sense intermationalism cannot

be nationalism but possibly one can be both.

Ee would have most likely approximated the Yugoslav
pattern. He would have follo':l it but he would have
had more democracy.

As we know it it's bed.

Bad.

Bad.

Again as we know it it was bad.

Bad.

Bad.,

Bad.

This is a silly definition.
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lle —uvironched ny views someihere nlong the line of
Drnish cooreratives.

I don't novw ~bout hin.

Ie was bhad.

I don't know about him.

I disapyrove of her.

I disapprove of him.

Smell lolders.

It is not tied to personalities tbday.

Below their share.

Below their share. Although they did not work very much
they lost their own lands.

Below their share.

Below their share.

Below their share.

Professionals got their due.

They got above their share.

There were no tradesmen at all.

They got their due.

The period from 1945 to 1948 was too short to see clearly.
1948 was the first good yezr for crovs but soon there were

nany changes disrupting the economy.
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In harmony.

In harmony.

In harmony.

In discord.

Ilarmony can be established but the regime tried to split
them apart.

As long as the church demsands wealth it cannot be har-
monized.

In discord.

In discord.
I do not think both as equally dangerous. The economic
life in Hungary vould have gotten under American in-

fluence but this would have becn beneficial for Hungary.

The AVO and Party functionaries with the regime, the

rest against them.

Yo.
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ITuch depends on how this material will be used. It

maybe that it's outdated by the time it is finished.
Yes, I hope to go back.

Interviewer's analysis of respondent:

As it becomes clear from the intervicw respondent is
extremely wrapped uv with agricultural life and farm
life. A very sensible young man, he did not get as

rmuch education as his intellect would have absorbed.
Duc to his indep:zndent thinking and also to outside

influences perhiaps, he became very socially minded

subscribing to most of the reform achievements the
It is doubtful how far he would
: O BAL R R O OCLRE 000890 H eI 5

Communists accomplished.
comprouise wish the rcgime on political grounds but
emotinlly he is co.mitted to a strongly social reform
governnent.

(This interview should be used in conjunction with that
of intervicw 407. These two respondents coming from
different socinl backgrounds were quite close friends
at the seme tractor station toking in leading positions
both. Faving had simultaneously experienced the same
events chelir mx® personal interpretations maybe of im-

portance for further analysis of the Iungarian enigres).

&




