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Respondent laft Hungary November 44,1956
Arrived in U.3, on December 18,1956

Besides Camp Kilmer,respondent hasa been to
Berd College and K,Y,.C.

His immediata plans are to ind employment,
preferably with the Voilice of America.

With the exception of Austrien and American
routine exmminations by immigration authorities,
and officials,respondent has not been interviewed
by any Western organizations since leaving Hun-
2ary.

Respondent studied German in school for six
years, He is able to understand German ,bufb
does not spesk the langduage, He knows some
English,
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Antexviewexrs Evaluation
. Subject is a young newspaper writer of lower middle cdass

backgrdund. Expelled from Czechoslovakia after World WAr II,
subject's parents became ruinad_financially and he was unable to acquir
a university education, With great dilligence and effort of willg !
hd& he supplemented his formai education throjugh extensive reading. I
A He is very He is very intelligent, knows the conditions in Hungary ex-
tremely well. He gave an excellent and very interesting rapport,
Tall, good looking, very neat in appearance, perhaps a bit vain,
Of special interest is his information concerning the revolutionary

leader Dudas, hanged recgntiy by the Communists.
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IT., MAJOR SALIENCE AlD WARMeUP QUESTION

The American public should be told two things about the
revolution., First,that nine mdllion Hungarlan people
unanimously erose agalnst Communist oppresion. Second,
and perheps this is more impwrtant,they should be told
the reason why the revolution broke out. They should
reglise that what the world witnessed in Hungery was
Communist expansion and imperielism, It 'is interesting .
that all over the world colorisl people are given full
rights end equality,whereas in Bentral and Sastern
Burope the Soviet Unlon is openly colonizing these

once free netions, The free world must realise thatb
Soviet expansion will not stop. The Soviet's reaction
to the Hungerien revolution shows that the Sovlet
Union intends to kéep what it possesses, From thls,i%
is slso pmsskiis evident that Soviet Communist expansion
will conbimue until &t conquers the world, - A i,
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III. CHRONOLOGY -OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCES AGTIONS ATTITUD
' ﬁID PXPTGTﬁTIOY? DUYIFG 5'1FVOLUTION -

A, On Qetober 22 I haard that the university gtudents-had
held g maqting on that day and I also heard aboup the de-
mands which they: drafted, But,I was comvinced that 1t was
impossible to malre -these demanﬂa public.

On'October 2L I stayed at -home. and wrote an article for my
newspaper. Aroung roontime I left home to go to: the office
which was loeated in the bullding of the "Ssabad Nep! I
wallkred down te Bartolk Bsla Read intending to cateh a bus,
Near the bus-stop I sgw a girl,evidently-a atudont,postingj

a 1ithographed eopy of-the Sixfeen Demands en & wall. .
Trmedistely,e erowd gathered te read the poster and the"

girl disasppeared. The people were umwilling teo boded the
bus until they read the demands. ‘The bus was praotieally ol
empty’ whan- 1t 3tartod off toward Ptst '

On my way to the office I dfd . npt ‘saee anything unusuai on

the mein streets of the c¢ity.-In froht of the "Szabad Nep"
building I met- two Communist newspeper reporters who were
walting for 2 ear to take  them te Party headquarters for - - -
instruetions, They held oapias ‘of the posters listing the <
Sixteen Demands,in their hands; In the office I heard that

the Minister for the Interior had bannsd the atudents
demonstrationgd aoheduled for that afternnon.

About 2 p,m, I decided to g6 and see what was 1'1&;1)1:)&11:&..l on

Bem Squere.Only about 150 people were there when I errived,
About 3:30p.m, the students from one of the gymnasiums in

Bude arrived,led by their professors. The crowd which hed
gathered -in tho meantime cheered the studerts enthusisstically.
It surprised me to see't hat there wers ro wore policemen on
the streetd t han usual., I did not know et that time that

the Minister for ¢he Interior had withdrawn his ban on the
demonstratien.

Shortly after that, about hp.m.,rowa of university students
begen to arrive, Thoy quickly filled the entire square.One
of the students reed the. sixteen points demand of the
university studengs. A sound ftrusk of the Petefi Circle
arrived . and the president of the Petofi Cirele held a speech
in which he greeted the demonstrating students and expressed
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for the students in Poland,

Peter Veres was the rext spesker whe spoke in-the name of
the Hungarian Writers: Assoclation, He listed .the seven de-
mands of the Hungarian Writers, ™his.was 'a watered.down:
version of the demanis of the university students, The
seven demarnds dild rot include such embarrassing things as,

- for examnle,the withdrawal of the Russian troops or the re-

vision of the trade agrecments with the Swsiet Union, I sus- |
pemt that Pater Veres had instructions to quiet down the i
university students by cominrg forward with more aeceptable |
demands, A : '

It must be mentioned that the d emonstrationd wes a silent ore,

untll 1t reached the Bem Sguare, There was no shouting or sio-

gans, The first shou®s I hodrd were when the demonstratérs de- |
manded that Hungarian flegs be placed on the Miaistry for

Forelgn 2ffalrs and on the barracks whigh faced the squers,The

eoldlers in the berragks crowded in the wirdows snd sympathised

with. us, : ' : } g

The wast majority of the demonstrators here on_Bom'Squdgé Were
students,but the So'clock thronz of officisls and workers re-
turning home from workf eisc Joined the demorstrators. :

The one small sound truck was not eénough for such a large crowd,
The writer,Tbor Deri,climbed on a truéck and 2ZxRammma informed
the crowd thaet everyore should go to Parlisment Squere because
microphorss ard amplizp®fiers had been rigged up there,ard it

would be possible for everyovre to hear the speeches,The demmn-

strators started off ir orderly fashion toward Psrlisment Sguare.
This wes the time when the first slogemns.originated. They were
"We *want the Kosauth crest",ard "Every soldier should go back

to his native country,” ' ey 3

On ‘our wWay back to Parliament Square we passed by the buildinrg

for the Ministry for the Irterior., I did rot see arything unusual.
arourd or about the builldirg,” Several Blue police officers coeme
out of the buildirg ard wert on the sidewalk in the same dirsetior
in which The orowd was going. I ‘elosed up behird them ard tried

to listen to ary commerts that théy might make, I did rot hesr
arything,but they did not seem eitremely happy.

By the time we resached Perliamert Squérajnona-of the flags which
the- demonstrators carried bore the Gommunist erest,They had been
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torn from the flags which hed them,
Vhen we reached Parliement Squafe-it turned out thet there

were mo microphores ard the speech which was promised by

T™bor Deri wes rot held,But,the crowd demanded to heer Imre
Yagy's speech, We had & very long time to walt, Here on P
Parlisment Scuere during the long hours of weaitirg,the slogans
of the revolution were borrn., Such klogans were "We want a rew
goverment", "Russkies go home",ard "Down with the AVO" At ore
time the lights were turred off,probebly to compel the crowd
to disperse, But,the crowd stayed on and with rewspapers ard
pleces of paper liphted,.The lighte were later turred on.

The aetor,Imre Sinkovies,recited the poems of Petofl several
times. We sarg the Hungerian national anthem once every fifteen
minutes, The enthusiesm of the orowd eonstartly grew, I was con-
vinged that if the crowd sueccedded in keeping together and stay-
ing on,then the govermment would prebably promise to grant some
of our demends. 1t was wmy impression that they kept the erowd
waitirg in hope that 1t would get tired hanging asrourd and
would disperse. I did rot belleve that the Hwmma demonstrators
go:;gainn_roroo-tha-govarrment to resign ard & rvew ocablret be

(o] s x

The alogahc which were goired here on Barlisment Square were
no;ging else thar the simplified version of the Sixteen De-
mands, . ;

Tmre legy finelly ocame, He was booed for addressirg the crowd
as "Comrads". The great uproar whieh he provoked lasted several
mimutes, Here it bacame évidert that the demonstration had bee
come anti-Communist in cheracter. Imre. lagy did rot have ary-
thing of importerce to say,.le stterpted to quiet the crowd

ard to induce them to disperse, His speech was a great dise
appointment to everyore, - . _ -

T was starding very rear to the steps of the Parliament bullding.
Wo@d -began to fo eround that a larpe demonstrationg was belrg
held simultareously rear the Stalin statue, We also heard that
the Stalin statte hed been torn down, We didn't belleve this,

We thought thet these were. rumors belrg spread by the MBH in
order to get the crowd to disverse, . » 1

Finally someone suggested that the crowd should go to the radio
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studio bullding and demand that the sixteen points of the

university students be reed over the radio. In this way,the

entire ¢ountry would know about the "maess meeting",es this .
reikundxinxfrenkrofxkhn gethering 18 frortof Parliament

It was about 9:30 p.m, when the ertire crowd began to move

in the direction of the redilo studios. On the way,word spread
that Erno Gero had made very sharp remarks against the demmne
strators in his speech over the radlo. Immedietely,slogans of -
"Down with Gero" were taken up by the ertire aérowd, ;

Whon we raached Rd. ,which head ‘besn renamed Stalin

Blvd, ,two university students climbed up on thé balcony of the
building and tried to take down the street sign bearing Stalin's
neme, They succeeded,much to the delight of the crowd.

B, We heard the first shots from the direction ef the radio
building when we reached Kossuth St., The erowd Immedlately
stopped,and everyone tried to seck cover in a d@oorway. ‘A
telovision Pruck eame from the direction of the studios
bearing wounded psople. The shooting ssemed to be constantly
increasing, I decided %o investigate and .go. as near to the
studio building as poasible, . :

Keeping as close to the sides of the buildings as possible,l
reached the museum gerden, Here I saw three cars burning. They
hed besn ovebturndd by the erowd and sef afire. Alledgedly,thess
cars belonged to the AVH,and AVH officers had come in These cars
to the studie buildings to help in thelr defense,

In front of £ he museum building I met several truckloads of

alr force men. They had been seni; out to disperse the crowd,

and to-help man protect the studlo buildings., But,they told

the demonstrators that they had arms but no ammunition, They
assured evéryons they would rot fight against the deomenstrators,
Many of them tmrned over t heir weapons to the civillans and

told them that emmunition could be had from a truek which

was stafkding further away, :

I dedided to turn around amd go in the direction of Rakesl St.
I di1d not think thet the uprising would succeed. I wes prepared
that the AVH would come out and crueh the rebellion.,

All trefflc had stopped'on-tha'stroets.'Stréot-cara and busses,
motor vehicles were no% running,
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1 contimed to wAlk in the direction &f the "Szabab Hep"buillding |

‘and subemaching guns,on the street, As yet,I had rot seen any
young industrial workers, Then I wes s till comvinced that by

¢i1viliéns,T bvegan 0 hope,for the -first time,that the
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On Rakosi St. I went ifnto an expresso to drink a cup of cefféa, .
Here I mot an mmz@s eequaintance who had been very close to the

entramme to the studio building and told me with great mEEhmm@max
enthusiasm how bravely the "boys" had fought. He R2lso told me ’ |
that the srms which the demonstrators had had been brought -from |
the Damuvia fectory, .

where my office was, It was impossible to get in the bullding. |
T heard shots from that direction.” The sound of firing wes con- |
stantly -increaging from the direction from the redio bullding.” |
The unarmed érowd was checking all vehicles .which were coming. |
from and poing, It was rumored that the AVH attempted to smuggle |
arms and smmunition to the defenders of the #adio bullding in
amimlance cars, It was believed thet if the -AVH men inside the

studio bulldingd were out off from ammunltdon,they would finally

be £ orcad to surrerden.the building,

About an hour later I saw demonstrators breaking into the "Szabed

Top™ bullding. They ‘began to throw out the papers end dosuments
into the street, Simultansously the .erowd broke into the Communis®
boolishop on the ‘ground floor of the bullding, Everything was

p# g piled in the center of the strest and set afire, "

By then there wers many young pecple with arms,thst is rifles
women or girls with arms, The young peopls were students and

morhing the whole rebellion would be crushed end that severa
retalliation would follow, ' :

T contimed to go in the direction of the Nyugetl iallroad
Station, On the way,I sew that enother large Hussian book
store had been broken open and had: 1%8 books dumped out on
the street and set afire, I alsc saw that the crowd was dis-
mantling the .large red starfrom the rallwey stetion bullding.
This large ster was made of wood and when 1t was dismantled
the demonstrators set afire to that,too, '

By then I saw several truckboeds: of young civilians and
soldiers with arms driving in the direction of the radio
building, When I saw thet the soldlers wers with the

revolution would succeed, I thought that the entire Hungarian
army had gome. over %o, the side of the revolution, ‘

Twent baek in the direction of the "Szebad Tep" boilding, When
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I came %o Rekosi St, I saw a truek dragging the remains fo the
Stalin stetue, It was dumped off neer the National Theatrs ard
left on.the street.

3% is difficulé to deseribe my foelihgh then, Thefe waa'the great
%oy and enthusiasm,but also there was fear, fiot for wmyself,bul

or the others. AXso,there was the-uncertainty of what would
heppen, Dbt S

I wanted to see as much as possible of what was going on in the
eity, I went by foot in the direction of Buda, I erossed the
. Bridge. I hed, to go pastthe Ministry of the Ipterior.
I% was dark. and silent. AT $hé bridgehsad of t he Marglt Bridge
in Bude,civilisns were stopping all motor vehieles looking for
armed AVH men, The civilians were unarmed.

I went back %o Peat and en the cornor of Veei R4, and the Ring,

T saw seversl truckloads of young people with arms. I recognised
one of them a8 & workmen with whom I had previously worked in the
samé faotong. I was able to exehangd o few worlis with him. He
told me thatthey were taking. leaflets to the outskirts of Budapest
to the industrial sectlons. He geave me a sEEyxaf sevéral eopies

of the leafléts. There were thrés different kinda of leaflets
with praetically the same text, ALl of them urged - the industrlal
workers to go on strike and keep on siriking until the last Soviaet
soldier ieaves Hungary, He also told m® that the trueks were goling
for arms and. gmmunidion to one of the Hungarian barracks. The
lesflets which he gave me were not lithographed,but printed. It
could be seen that the leeflets had been printed on three different
printing presseés, Alledgedly, they were printed in Szirks Printing
Ppess whers most of the Communist propaganda leaflets had been
published. ; ‘ :

I went back in the direction of the "Szebad Nep" building, On
the way I met Ivan Boldizsar., He was the chief of the press
sectlon of tha Ministry for Foreign Affairs, He seemed very
indlgnant and called the demonstrators "geroundrals?, He

told me the rebellion would ke crushed because the Russian
troops had already oircled the city.

On the street I heerd that arms were belng distributed %o
civildans near the Kilian barracks. I somehow felt ashemed
that until now I had donse nothing but walk eround in the
city. I felt that I should go to the Xi1lian barracks,get
myself arms,and pearticipate in the Lfighting,

T reached the Killian barracks sbout 3a.m. on October 2, By
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then the city hed t;u:'.otad down bdmiderably. Ong eould hamm
hear shooting in the distarce,but I knew that this was only
young boys trying out the new arms they had obtained. '

There was a large crowd in front of t he Killian barracks, .
Some of the people had been starding there for some time
walting for arms. I heard that several truckloads had al-
ready been distributed there,. A truck cems with subemachinas
guns and rifies, A non-commissionsd officer and & soldier
began to distribute them among the crowd, The majority of .
those who recelved srms were young men sbout 30, There were
some teen~agors smong us also, Up to now I did mot see any
women or girls with arms,or subemachine gurs, .

The entire orowd. was ineensed at the AVII for shooting at the
erowd in front of the radio bullding., Everyone wanted arms
to avenge the persons who had been killed-and wounded by the
AVH in the fighting, . : :
I received & subemaching gun with two drums of ammunition,
In 1955 I had besn in the army for thres months and knew

how %o handle arms,

I% was about 4:30 when I reefiived my subemachine gun, For

a time I did not know what to do, .I walked up and down the
street mear the barracks, I became ascquainted with two

young men, They also had erms; One of them was & third year
medieal student. The other,a geeond year engimeering student,
The relatives of the medicel student were living nsur-by,He
invited the two of us to go home with him for breslifast,

The parents of the medieal student were middle-class
intellectuals, The father,I believe,wss an attorney. The
mother was a very chaming woman of about 50 years old.
They were very hospitdble to us aril the mother did rot
tyy to dissuads her son from fighting. She tried to hide
her concern ard seemed proud of her son,

Around Ta.m, we want bafk out to the streets. We met seferel
young men armed with subemachine guns and rifles, Four or
five young industrial workers joined our group. I was the
oldest one among them,but there wes no commander emong us.
We talked things overy,but did mot issue commands,

Several such groups were formed in the vicinity of the Killian
barracks. We went to the barracks gates to find out what we
should do. e were Informed by the armed. guards stationsd in
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thé gete-way that olviliasns could not enter the barracks,
but that the entire force stationed there is on the side
of the revolutlion, We were extremely happy to:hear this, .
because we balieved that the same situation existed every- .
where in Hungary. :

- Armed as we were with subemaching guns we went to the pollce
station on Viola Streset, low,in retrospect this seem a very
stupid thing for us to have done, We were ermed insurrgents
and martisl law had been declared, But,at that t}ime we cone
sidered this natural, We asked the police eeptain in charge

of ‘the station what we should do: He sald that the Blue police

are unsbls to come with us,but we cam rest assured that they
would not fire on us. :

We left the pXimes police station and be@en mamk patrolling
the streets in the vicinlty of the Killien barracks. Some
of the men wented to go to work, The women dissuaded them
from golng and tried to convimee them it would be best To
stay at home. ¥hey knew then,that a geversl strike hed
been declared. . %~ i

About 9a.m, we 8aw civilians stép e ear on Mester Street,
When we got.there the crowd had already pulled out two men
from the car, They wore army uniforms,but underneath they
hed AVH uniforms. They were twa AVH officers who had tried
o concesl their identity by donning:artillery officers
costs, - The drowd was very hosbtile toward them, ‘Tho erowd

- s@eing that we were srmed,turned the AVH officers over -to
us, We did rot know what to do with them,so we marched t hem
off to the police station, We handed the two AVH officers
over to the police ceptain to whom we -had spoken befors.
‘We wanted a written reciept from him ‘that we had turned
over t hese two prisoners %o him, He refused to give us a
written receipt,but gave us his word of homer that the

two AVH men would be kept in eustody,VWhen we were going
‘away the ceptaln told us to be careful and teke care of

© oursaelves, -

When wa -resched the Ferenc Korut we uere told that somee
ore had fiwed on the revolutionists from the apantment
house at /Sl. A ten year old boy had been shot in the
leg by someone in this building, With the help of some
civilians who knew their .way a round,we searched the
building. In one spartment we founéd two Blue Policeman,
They were both peasant boys, They only had revolvers and
claimed thet t hey had not fired at anyons. The crowd
wanped to lymnch them, We searched the mmmsmix premises,
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but we did rot find a rifle, The shots which wounded the boy
were fired from a £ifle, We took away their revolvers and
A escorted the boys out through the crowd. A few blocks from
this sceme wetold the boys to take off their Commnist
. insignies from their unifooms,and turned them loose, When
~ we returned to the bullding we found out that two other
armed groups which contimed the search of the bullding
had found an AVH officer in civilian clothes who hed fired
- the shots, They also found the rifle., I do not know what
happened . to this officer, ' :

About lla.m. we heard that Russian tarnks had arrived &t the
Haller Market Square. Later,an armored car appeared on Ullol
Road,but ‘did rot fire at eanyons, Pedestrians and Freedom :
Pighters alike sought cover in buildings hear~by, Thet entire
morning pasked by without any fighting in ouwr vlieinity,Only
one AVH truck .eppeered on Ulloi Road., It was equipped with
machine~guns, It fired at the Freocdom Fighters and we re-
turned the fire,but the truck went away unhermed, - y

It was terrible that we did not know anything of what was
going on in other parts of the city.We heard thet marshell

- law hed been declared in the entire country, It was some-
what disecouraging to ses that the older peopls were very
enthusiastic snd urged us tof ight,but they themselves were
reluetant to teke up arms, - .,

Rroung noon-timfe we went to the home of the mediecal student

nearby to have lunch, The telephones were in operation and

here I was able to telephone my aunt with whom I was living

to_assure her that everything was ell .right and that I would

be home lster on, I did this beceuse my faether wes in Budae

pest mnd from the courntry to visit me,and I knew that he was
. . eoncerned about my welfare, - ;

: In the afterncon we heard rumors thet the artillery troops

$ stationed in __ . ,were on the side of the revolution
and have assured us thet they will stop any fussian tanks
attempting to enter the city from that direction,

Later in the sfternmon two trucks end a bus load of artillery

troops arrived to disarm the Killlan barracks. They first

stopped at Mester Street and Korut cormer. Here the ecivillan

population,especially the women,surrounded them and began to

scold them, They said that they,the solddéers,should be ashamed
. of thems@aves to £X be fighting sgainst their own brothers,

It could be seen that the officer in command and the soldiers
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glso were very reluctant, However,there ' was among them a
political officer who seemed to be really in charge, He was
dressed 1n the uniform of e private, Probably he was some
party secredtary or AVH officer who put this uniform ong

The artillery troops surrounded the Killian barracks, When
they were ordered to shoot,they shot in the air. Soon an
officer and two non~commissioned officers appsared in the
gateeway of the Killian berracks bearing a white flag of

truce, The commander of the artillery troops went up to them.

I was too far away to hear whet they were talking about,but

T saw that ths political officer kept yelllng instructions
to t he commanddr, Finally,ths ¢ormarder reached in.his holster,
took out his revolver,end handed it over to the $ffiger carrying
the .white flag., At the dsame timé one single shot was fired end
the political officer had been shot in the head from the rear.
The artillery soldiers ran up to the barracks e nd embraced the
#39 soldiers who were pouring out. The civilians cheered the
scons, It was one of the most wumshemmbaxkixgxxcaxsx heartw
warming scenes inthe entire revolution,

Nothing else of imporlance heppened on the 2 of Oetober. We
‘roaméd the streets aroung the Killian barracks and wére later
informed that the ctvilian Freedom Fighters should gather in
the building of the Corvin theatre, The women 1living in that
neighborhood brought us baskets of food. There wers about
eighty eilvilien Freedom Fighters in the building. Many Ra& of
them were industrial epprentices living in an industrial
epprentice homs nearby, Hére I saw the first girls wilth arms.
They too were industrial spprentices.

The night passed without incldeni. The various armed groups
agreed to. patrol the streets and.to stand guard during the
night. Thé two: Pongracz brothers were aelready there. Both
wers intelligént,active young men, The older brother had
some military experiercs,the younger one did not, Both of
them had qualities of leadership. People somehow naturally
turned to them for instructions. However,there waa no organ-
jmation at all among the various armed groups uwhich were

in the Corvin Lxkm theatre building, Labter én,I think it wes
November 3,the older Pongracz brother was elgcted commarider
by the .Freedom Fighters,but then,on October 25,there was no
organization yet among the armed groups.-

On Ocgober 25 the-first Russian armored ears mechingdd gunned
the streets 1in our vicinity. We heard rumors of fighting goling
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elso were very reluctant, However, there.was smong them a
political officer who seemed to be really in charge, le was
dressed. in the uniform of a private,. Probably he was some
party Secredtary or AVH officer who put this uniform on,.

The artillery troops. surrcunded the.Killlan barrecks, When
they were ordered %o shoot,they shot in the air., Soon an
offlcér and two Yonegommissioned officers. sppeared im the
gatavwa%héf the Kiliian barracks bearing a white flag of
truce, The sommander of the artillery troops want up to them.

I was too far awsy %to. hear what they were talking about,bub

I saw that ths political officer kept yelling instructions
to t he commander, Finally,the commander reached in his holster,
took out his reévolver,ard handed it over to the Sfficer carryling
the white flag, At the. asame time.one single:shot was flred and
the political officer had been shot in the head from the rear.
The artillery soldiers ran up to the berracks s nd embraced the
%o soldiers who werse pouring oub., The eivilians cheered the
s¢one, It was one of the most murmxhamwiaxingxscaxas hoartw
warming scends inthe entire revolution, : '

Nothing else of imporitance hsppened on the 24 of Oetober. We
roaméd the streets aroung the Killian barracks and were later
informed that the ciwilian Freedem Fighters. should gather in
the building of the Corvin theatre, The Wwomen 1living in that
‘nelghborhood brought ue baskets of food. There weére about
eighty eivilian Freedom Fighters in the building.: Many fa& of
them were industrial epprentices living in an lndustrial
epprentice home nearby, Here.I saw the first girls with amms.
They too were lndustrial apprentices, - Sy

The night passed without incideni. The various armed groups
sgreed to patrol the streets and to stard guard during the
night., Thé twe Pongracz brothers were already there. Both
were intelligent,aetive young men, The older brother had
some military experience,the younger one did not. Both of
them hed qualities of leadership. People soméehow natupally.
turned o them for instructions, However,there was no organ-
iaation et all among the varlous armed groups which were

in the Corvin &xkm theatre bullding. Later én,I think it was
November 3,the older Pongracz brvther was elected eormarder.
by the Freedom Fighters,but then,on October 25,there was no
organization yet among %he armed groups. : : '

On Ocpober 25 the first Russian armored cars machingﬂﬂ'guﬁngd
the streets in our viocinity, We heard rumors of fighting going
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on in other sections of the ecity. But,ws did not have any
religble news and did rot know what was going on in the rest
of the city or in the country outside Budapest,

That day we got our first anti-tarnk gun, I do not know where

1t ceme from. The &X only person who understood anything

about it was 2 civilian with a wooden leg, He and the elder
Pongrecz rigged up the gun on the straeet facing the direction
from which we expected the fussiean tenks to come, A long ceble
was attached to the gun and led to a store entrance which
provided considerably good shelter, When the first tark sppeared
everyone ran for smmz cover arnd only the wooden legged man
stayed beside the gun., When the iussian tank came in 1line

with the gun this man waved to us ard we pulled the ceble,firing
the gun., Thers was & loud explosion and for a time we could see
nothing because of the smoke, Thru clouds of dust and smoke we
1ater saw that the tark contimed on 1ts way for a short time
and burst into flemes, We were. jubilant. We. thought that we

hed won the whole revolution,

The . Russian personnel which menned the tark tried to geb out
of it, Yot one of them left the scens,

The other three Russien tarks turned around and went bask in
the firection of the military academy where they were stationed,

While we were busy setting up the gun and elming 1% in the
direotion in which we-expected the lussians to come,a Hungarien
tenlr ocame and took up its position neer the entrarce of the
barracks, I do rot know from where this tark ceame,but it took

annfctiva-part in %xum- defedding the barracks from the Russlan
tanks,

That afterncon we tried out our firZst Maletov cocktalls. A
twelve .year old boy thru two bottles of benzine on a fussian
tark. YWe fired at the tark but the benzine did not ignite or
explode. The tark went away unharmed,

The engineering student who was with us tried to think up a
better way for igniting the Molotov cocktallas, He thought

that perhaps with the aid of tracer bullets it would be easier
to ignite the benzine, We were disgussing this problem when

we went back to the Corvin theatre, On the way we saw mmtak
enother unsuccessful attempt to blow up a tank with the aid

of a Magletov cocktail, Benzline .was ggimn thrown atthe tank,
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ignite. A sewenty year old man very calmliy and alowly
went up near the tank from the rear, He Took out a box
of matches and 11t the benzine,as calmly as if he were
libhting his pipe. The trail of benzine left by the
tank ignited and saught up with the tank. The bemnzlne
which was or the surface of the tank caught fire,but it
did no harm to the tank itself. The seventy year old man
was very uvnhappy that the %tank got eway from him. The
Rusgians ¢id not shoot at him,but were happy to bhe able
to get awey in the direction from which they came.
When we reached the Corvin Theatre the probleam of making
Moletov cocktalls had already been solved. Someone in~
structed the Freedom Fighters to attech small fuses to
the benzine bottles and to ignite them before throwlng.
When we reached the Gorvin Thaatre a grouvp of chlldren
were alreedy manufactiuring bombd by £illing every kind
of bottle they could get.with benzine from & benzine

pump in the back of the theatre.bullding. Much of the
benzine hed been spilled and the elder Powgracz came

and asked the momen liming nearby to wipe up the ben-~
zine with regs because 1t wmay be dangerous if &.shell
-exploded in the area of the benzine. The women very
willingly brought rags and wiped up the benzine.

We passed word around to the tenants living in the
apartment bulldings nearby to £ill all the bottles
thgy had with benzine if they had sny at home, The
next morning we had a large number of lNMolotov ¢ock-
talls placed on the atreet in frent of the apartment
houses.

The afternoon of October 25 there was another thnk
attack against the Killisn barracks. The tanks fired
several shotis,then turned around and went away.

October 26 was a vainy day. Our wnit went Into Tuzolto
Street to inspact a garage which previously had belonged
to the AVH, In the garage we found arms,amnmunition,and
armed ourselve s with handgrenades which we foumd there.
We were just preparing to lesve the garage when & Russian
tank approached. This was the first tine we had seen &
Russien tank in a silde street. Under the cover of a
wooden fence we were 8ble to apprecach the tenk to about
 three or four metras from it, We unloosened a plank in
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a fence and theu this we kiusam threw three hand-grenades
behind the tark. They exploded but did not cause aay
damage in the tank. Then we did not know we should have
thrown the hand-grenades not hehind,but in front of the
taniz, The tank ceon:inved %o go about 50 or 100 metraes
snd turned around, On its way bhack another armed group
threw a botble of henzine on it, The benzine ignited
but did not cause any harm to the tanik, Only the benzine
on the surface of the GLaik burned.

On that Fforencon three more tanks approsched the Killine
barracks on Ulloh Road. The Frecdom Fighiers were able
to destroy one of thase tanks,

By then the Russians were very nervous and worrled and
wersz inclined to zhoot at the slightest movement Chey
noticed. The Russians did not ecauvse mxp much sangw damage
among the Freedom Fighters because we were always careful
to seqlk cuver. Buit,the oilvilian population which did not
take pert ia the fighting was less caveful and many
casualtios ascourrad,

On the afternoon of the 26th two Russian tanke had talken
strategic positions from which the{ could commeand the
entire Ulloi Road, It was impossible to approach these
tanks because the fussian infantr¥iwaa ghatiored neaviy
them. It was imposaible to cross Ullol Road becouse the
Rusaians were shooting v ery accurately.

A thirty year old women who was out shopplng wanted ©o
eross Uiloi Road, \ncther woman wes with her, We told
them it was dangercus 50 eross because the Remsians would
fire at the aslightzst wovewrent, She insisted that she
had %o go home to her children, They wewre hardly out

in the open when the Ruseisns begen firing at them. Ee
The thirty yeer old mother was severely wounded in the
neck. The other wonan manased to cross unharmed. An
ambulance manned by medicel studenis approached. It
bore the usual red-crosy sign, At first the Russians
began to fire at it because they thought that the
ambulance was bringing ammunition. Regawdless of the
fire the medical students toolk a skramiwy stretcher

and approached the women on the street. When the
Russians realized that the ambulance came only ©

take the women away they stopped thelr fire. The
wedichkl studente put the woman on the stretcher and
took her eway,but it was tco aiim late To help her,

She had died,
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When we returned %o the Corvin Theatre in The afternoon
of Octboer 26 we were very tived. We were soaking wet
from the drigzling rain which fell 21l day. We were
dirty from ¢linmbidng roofs and atéice hecausns we were
searching for convanient spots Gto throw Nolotov cock-
talls from et tanks., We placed a nymber of Molotov
cocktalils at suech spots. They were thers for anyone

to use if the banks.came.

In the axin Corwvin theatre ghat evening we heard wmany
interesting thinga. For example we heard that in Frater
Stpeet the crewd had lynched an A¥H officer who had been
firing from his flat on the Freedom Fighters., They threw
him out on the street and placed £2ll his money and per-
sonal possessions on him. No one touchad the mo ney or
Jewelry found on his person.

It astonirhed me to see that There was no contact whatso-
ever between the varilous fighting grouvps. The so-called
Corvin group %o which we belonged was practically isolated
from the groups whish fought on Prater Street north of us,.
Yet they lmew of our existance. The Russians tried several
times to cut their way thru Prater Street and attack us
from the rear., The Prabter group fought them off effectively
and they were unable to come from behind, This group also
succeeded in getting 2 large oaliber gun which could be
used against tanks. They succeeded in destroying two tanks
with this gun. This group was very eBtrong because.as I
learned later,they were sbhle to alert a large number of
students by telephone ami to get them to come and help

in the rightinﬁ5 I became acqueinted with the three boys
who supplied thas group with amumition. They were two
young wmivdrsity ebudents and ey baker's apprentice.

They earcied the ammunition la paper bags and were outb

in the streets in the fievcest fighting. They devised

an ingenious kmdw periscope by tying a small mirror to

the and of a broomatick. With the aid of this they were
able to look arouwnd corners without jeopardlzing their
lives unnecessgarily.

October 26 was probably cur moet trylng day. We were
very tired and weary. I was gble to telephone my relatives
that I was safe and they shoguld not worry about us.

On the aftarnoon of Ootover 206 two wniversity students
came ag Hruce bearers from the government. They kinm
tried to persuvade us to lay down our arms. They brought
us a personal messege from ex~Fresident Zoltan Tlidy.
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They told us that the government is willling to accept
our Gemands and that the Russians will leave the capltal,
but first we must lay dewn our erms,

Our meeting rejected the ultimatamd sent us by the govern-
ment, We sent word by The truce bearers o the government
that we would lay down owr arms only if the Russlians lef't
the capital.From the truce baarers we alse learned that
there were twe large groups fightin%hggainst the Russians
in the eity. One group was ours in Corvin Theatre,and
the other was the group on SzengaSquarw in Buda. There
was a third large armed group in Buda on Bartok Bela Road,
but there was no fighting there. From the truce bearers
we algo found out about the massacre of demonstrators on
Parliament Square on October 25. :

On the forenoon of October 27 we vepalled Russian tanks
on Ulloi Road. Two panks weve destroyed wiht the aild of
Molotov ¢ockbalils, In the aftermoon of Octerber 27 we
attecked a tank on the corne?s of Tahy Street
and Ulloi. We shot at it with & smdll anti- gun

We were unable %o destroy its tracition and it got away
from us. But,four or five Molotov cecktails were thrown
atit and vhe tank wap destroyed. None of the Rugsians
who manned the tank were able 0 9302pa.

That night we were able to sleep a few hours dn the
Corvin Theatre. After midnight however,alerm was
sounded, Alledgedly,the Russians were approaching from
the dirveation of the military academy. Forty of us went
out for reconnailsance,but 1t turned out to be a false
alarn,

By October 28 the Freedom Filghters stationed in the
Corvin Theatre had already formed small groups. There
were from six bo eight young people in my group., We

had sub-machine guns.rifles,a small anti-tank gun and
a large machine-gum. No one was in command of the group
in the strist sense of the wowd, I,the medical student,
and the engineering student were vhe ones to whom the
unit went for advice,

On the afterncon of Ochober the 28 the two students

who same ©o us previously &s truce bearers again appeabed.
Our group was wawilling to lay down &ts arms and the two
students left without malking an agreement with us. On

the evening of that day we heard that the Russians had
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accepted a cease~fire agreement and were withdrawing
their troops from the capital. Everyone in our group
was overjoyed to hear this.

I was very tired, I had had no sleep since Tuesday, I
went to an apartment wkt which we inspected that day as
8 progpective antii-tank nest and asked the people there
to let me wash and dress. They readily agreed and even
laundered wmy shirt.

It must be melitioned that during the entire fighting, the
givilian pepulation was always very friendly toward us.
The simple prolitar women were so kind to us that even
my mother could not have been kinder. They brought us
food,cigarettes,and they were always very happg to be
able to do anything gZor us,

In the forenoon on October 29 I left my &arms in the
Corvin theatre and went by foot home. I still saw
Russian tanks on Calvin Square,and nsar the bridges.

I did not know whether it was possible to cross over
the Danube or not. I telephoned my relatives and they,
over the phone,told me that from their place one could
see that there was normal traffic over the brildges and
pedestrians were allowed to cross. I was a blt worried
when I had to cross the bridge where the Russlians were
still stationed. By my appearence one could see that I
had not been on a picnic the last few days. Buf,I man-
ages to get across without beigg challenged,and went
homg. I took a bath and went to ded for & much needed
rest.

The next day was October 30. Before noon I declded to go
into the eity. I went to the office of the Hungarlan
Writers' Ageociation. There I was told that I should go
to the Parliament Building from where the Hungerian radio
had been operating. The personnel that had been on duty
during the entire fighting was fatigued and needed re-
placements, I was willing to go,but when I saw that the
other two writers who were assigned to this duty were
people who only a few weeks ago had still been rabid
Communists,I deelded that I ddd not care much for thfis
assignment. Instead I sdme decided to go to the'Szabad
Nep" and look around to see what was going on there.

I knew that the printing press of the "SZabad Nep" was
the best one in Budapest.

The "8zabad Nep" building wes heavily guarded. Among the
guards I recognized a young boy wiht whom I had been fighting
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inthe Corvin Theabre district. He immediately let ne

pass end I saw that there was much activity inside

:gg building, Several papers were iukm being edited from
S,

1 was inbtroduced to Dudasfwho,as the commander of the
proup mfxkme which fought on Smena Square,had capbured
for ths second or third time the Szabed Nep building.
When he heard that I was a newspaper man he immediately
assigned me %0 edit his newsapaper which was called the

"Hungerian Independance"...in Hungarisn "Magyar Fuggemlenseg’ .

We immedilately started work on preparations to come out
with {he paper on the next day.

On Ootober 31 I wrobte the aditorial of the "Magyar
Fuggetlenseg". It was gfsigned by Dudas,but I was his
ghost welter. The gist of the editorial was that the
Freedom Fighters would not vecognize the present Hungarlan
governmment of Imre Nagy wmtil the Russlan troops had left
the country. -

That day a captured AVH officer was brought %o Dudas for
questioning in the Szabad Nep building, I must say that
Dudes treated this man very humenly, #8% and after ques-
tloning had him penis to the AVH prison in Fo Ubea,

I did not know much about fxm Dudas then. I knew that

he wag an enginesy who,in 1045,had been a Commumilst Party
member., Ho became disillusioned with the Pebty ia 1045
and became 2 wm member of the Small Holders Party. He

was eleotdd to parlidament 23 & Smell Holders party member.
He was lmprismed by bthe Commmists,but let out before the
revelution. At the oubtbrask of the revolution,he worked
as a laborer in Budapest.When the fighting sterted he
became the leader of the mmum group which fought on

Szena Square. On October 29 he captured tle bulilding of
the Szabad Nep with his group. This was The second time
tha builaing L T A LA P R P A T S G e 2 fell in'bo th_e
hands of the insurrgents.His groups ocnsisted of about
200 fighters and he was in contact with the gemsmpmvarious
barracks and eould always get assistance Irom them.

After he captured the Szebad Hep buiiding he set up his
office there., He organized the Hmgerian Revolutionary
Commititée whieh was to take over the role of all the
revolubionary commibtiees,

Dudas was the first revolutlonary leader who had been
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execubted by the Kadar government after the revoluilon
wes surpressed, He was ocharged with attempting vec cap-
ture the Ma__nistzw for Foreign Affalrs.

I heppen to know that on the night of November 2,ikmkwhen
this alledgéd attack on the Myndstry for Forelgn Affalrs
took place,Dudas was Timdng 1liing at home,1l11 with a sore
throat. He ran a high fever and was hardly sble to talk.
He did not give any orders to capture this bullding, I
suspeet that it wae only Comuinlst ruse by which the
Communist wanted to show that the Freedom Flghters had
violated the armistice agreement,

C.On November 1 I had atiendaed a meeting at the Corvin
Theatre where we elected the elder Pongracz o be our
representative and comnander, '

On November 2 I was granted an interview Ly Maleter,who
by then had been nominated Minister of Defense. I had
spoken to him previously on Octover 27 when I requested
that he give ug a few non-commissioned officers Uo
command and instruct the Fresdom Fighters. At that time
he refuded to give us any non~commiseloned offlcsrs.
Now,a%¢ the interview,he meintained his wnirlendly
attitude ard the civilisn Freedom Fighters, His view

- was that without the aild of the amy,the oivilian Tighters

would have been wiped out immediately. H ¢ sald that
within two days he willbe able to pemove I{rom the aruy
those officsrs who could not be relled un, He sald that
he had Pfull econfidence in the aymy &nd the offlgers who
would bemain, Within two days,hé @Gald,he would have a
sizeble army ready foxr action. The interview laated
only fiftemn minubtes becamee Naleter)f had to go from
the Killian barracks to the Ministyy for teh Defense.
Two body~guardes were present end a loaded vevolver was!
on the desk dwring the interview, :

On November 2 I went to Koztersasag Square where work
was going on to free prisoners from an wndergroudd
secret AVH prison. In auvswer to vadio appeals,an engineer
had brought Dudas! plans of the sewret constructlon work
which had heen aonducted there during the World War II
for the pestapo. The angineer eald that he belleved the
AVH had continuved this project. Bul,he was wnable to
supply the plan of the AVH,

On the ovders issfed by Dudas,nineteen experts and.
gquipnent were trmzspo_rta.d to Rozmtarsesag Sguare,and
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on November 3 they began their work to locate the exact
spot £rom where the signals of the trapped prisoners -
came from. The regoeue work could not be continued bew-
cause of the Russian reinvesion Budapest on November 4,

On November 2 I talked to Peter Frajyer,the reporter of
the"Daily Worker”. I met him and other foreign press
vreporters in the Bristol Hotlel. Freyer complained that
his newspaper was not accepting his reports, He was very
embittered, He told us thet we were perfeetly zright in -
opposing the Russilans,alithough he,in prineiple,still re-
meined a Commmist. I algo talked with several other
foreign press correspondents but did not lesrn much
from them. It was rather they who asked questions of us
about the revolution.

This meeting wikh the foreign Erasa gorrespondents took
place on November 2 at 8 psm. After the interview I wazm
v chraxenikcis went back to my office mmi in the
zabad Nep building to prepare the next dayts edition of
our newspager. I left the office for home ot midnight and
was checlked several times by the Hungarian National Guard.
They always accepted my identification cards and the
papers of the official cerd which was given me by Dudas.

On November 3 Dudas wanted to send my by car ia the direc-
tion of Cegled,Swolnck,and Bebrecen. Reporis of Russian
troops advancing in the dirvectim of Budapest came in from
these cities, Dudas wanted me to go out Lfor reconnalisance
and to telephone him about what I saw. I was %o leave at
lia.m, Before I could leave we were informad That the
Russians had blocked the way Cegled.

On hearing this,Dudas instructed me to vake a trip by
cay in the direetion of Gyor and Sopron. I was to report
to him by telephone on what I saw, Ixie

I left Budapest by cer at 3pm on November Z 3, There
were only three of us in the oar,the driver,i,and a

press paotographer. We did not have any arms in our
possession,and we were supplied by the Ministry for
Foreign Affaire with Russian and Hungarian identification
cards stating thet we were newspaper men,

We were able to go ap far as Tatabanya wlthout any
difficulty. From here on we were checked by Freedom
Fighters and National guardsmen several times.
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Near Komarom we had to pass a road blogk of two
Russlan tanks,but they let us pass witpout even
asking for eur identiflcation cards.

We reachsd Gyor at about Sp.m. I immediately contacted
the local Revolutionary Military Council. They gave ue
alarming news of advancing Russian troops and told me
that the road to Sopron had been cut off by the Russlans,
They refused to allow me to telephone Dudas, Later,it
turngdlout that most of the news which they gave me

was false. o

Despite the unfaverable news which the Revolutionary
Mglitary Counell in Gyor had given us,we décided to
continue owr wap to Sopron nevertheless, -

The Rabe bdbridge was guarded by two Russian tanks. They
searghed our car and let us pass when they read owr
'émagraas card. On the way to Sopron we wars.
stopped several timea by Hungariangl/,but they always
let us proceed, The drivérs of vehicles coming from
the opposite directim informed us that thewre were no
Russians on the way. We reaché¢d the town of Nagyeenk
without any difflieuliy. Procgeding from there on we
were suddenly stopped by a Russian geldier waving &
red lamp. He was a Mongoliah and demanded our identifi-
cation cards. It could be séen that he and his unit had
srrived there only recently. Two Russian soldiers with
sub-maching guns pointed at us theu the windows of The
car remeined there while the Mongelian took our papers
to an 8fficer who was inside a tank nearby. The Mon-
golian was able 0 spedk a few worde in hwmgardan.He
could say in bad Hungerian "Please wait a hit." He
returned with our papers and allowed us Lo continue
on our way toward Sopron. _

In Sopron I contacted the lsaders of the "Mefesz" or-
ganization. I got all thé information from them that I
could ebout events in Rugsian troop movements in Sopron.
They allowed ke to use their telephons and I was able

to report by phone to Dudas in Budapest. I was insfructed

by him to start for Budapest the afternoon of Nomember %,

Ve talked for some time wikh the "Mefesz" leaders in the
cafeteria of the wiversity. I returned to my hotel room
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at midnight. We planned mi to go next morning to the
border and write & repori on the shipments of medicine
and food supplies which were arviving to the Hugarian
border for the Freedom Fightars,

I wag awaliened in the morning by two universlity students
who infommed me that the Russiang had started their
attack on Budapest.We were undfoided what to do, I
wanted to return to Budapest. Hy colleagues dissuvaded

me from doing thiz. There was grest panic in the ¢ity
becauge word got around that the heavy guns which were
given by the to the university students had besn
mi rendered useless by tha officers., They were Communist
sympathizers and had removed some working parts fax from
the cannons mmdye before they turned them over th the
unilverslity studenis,

The Social Democratic leader, ks Anna Kethly,who was
on he® way to Budapest from %ienna,was foreed to fturn
back and also came to Sopron., At the unlversity she
told us that the only sensible thing to do for us was
to go th Viemna and to wait there until effective Western
help from the United Nations arrived and the Russians
would be Ffovreed to withdraw from the country.On her
advice we decilded to go to Austeia., Before e crossed
the Border for good.we made several twips from Sopron
to the border and back helping families with chi@idren
crose, Late in the afvernoon of November 4 we crossed
into Bustria with the zr intention of returning to
Hungary 4n a few days as soon as it would be possible.

When the Russian troops began their withdrawal from
Budapest,I thought vhat they weuld leave the capital
and vesume thely stations ab thelr barvacks. Then,
negotiations would start betweea the Hyngarian and
Soviet governments.concerning the final withdrawal

of troops from Hungary. I realized only too wedl

that the Warsaw Pact could not be terminated on such
short notice by Hungary.But,l was certain that Russlan
troops would not remain in ﬁnngary against the will
of the Hungarian governmant. I still think that this
was the greatest mistake ever committed by the Soviet
politbureau.

D, I still think that on the whole Hungary had gained
by the revolution. ¥z She hag made an Lmmmaz immense
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moral victory. In the long years of Communist cppresion
Hungariens had begun to doubt hhe very existance of'the
Hungarian traits whish have made cur his 80 famous.
Now,in the revolution,the Hungarisn people have proved
tha% they are Just as heroic, just as strong,and full of
vitality as before. With the axception of a very few
traitors,the vast majority of the Hunmgarian people
became united and sure of each other.

The Hyngarian people have proved to the entire world
that they are the only natlion which is will to
attack Comminism even under such heavy odds,
Hungarien revolution will probably be written down
on the pages of history ag the most heroie feat of
any small nation in the 20th smmEexy century., All
this gives the Hungarian people hope that lnoourse
of the next reorganization of Burope,lungary will
get a better and mors just treatment than in the

two reorganigations which ocourred in the past forty
. years,

But,it is very difficult to draw a comparison between
what we have lost and what we hafe gained.by the
revolution,
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IV, EXPECTATIONS OF HELP FROM THE WEST DURING THE
REVOLUTION,

A, In the firet week of the revolution I dld not expemt
any eifective help frem the West., The outcome of the
entive revolution wazs too wnsertain., I realized that
nothing could be done wmtil Imre Napy asks the

the Russiang Ltaxiza governunent vo withdraw its troops
from Humgary. But,I hoped that the presense of 3 large
nunber of Western press correspondents in Budapest at
the time of the outhreak of the reveiutlon would help
the free world to kmow that 1s going on,and that we
would get moral support from the Western world,

Iater,when Imre Nagy réquested the United Nations to

gend observors te Hungary.Il expacted these obeervers

to be sent and Go arzive ln the country., I did not

expect any United Nations troops to arvvive beocsuse

I knew that this could net be ed in shori order,

I wap confident that the presense nited Natlons
obsertvers would in itself be suffielent and that we

would be ailded the most by similar revolis and revolutions
breaking out in the other satellite countris. Regretably,
neither obeervers nor revolutions helped us,

C. The only Torelgnare I saw betiwean O¢tober 2% and
Novenber 4 were the forveign press correspondents of

whom I have alveady told you, I did not learn anything
from them. They were the ones who aslked us questions.
However,they 4did tell us about the effects 8 the

Russian intervention on public opinion in their countries.
We were plecseéd to hear thot many prominent Comnunist
sympathizers in the West had openly condemmed the
attltude and acts of Lmipcdswati the Soviet government.
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V.SO0CIAL CLASS STRUCTURE AND ATTITUDES,

A, My father was & mechanic and falrly well off until
1947, Before the war he owned a flour mill which em-
ployed eilght persons, and a mechanical repalr shop
which he operated with six employees. We also had a
house of our own, It would be diffiocvlt to state what
his income was before the war, The terrl on which
my father's property was locaded mifdxwak belongedd
Caechoslavakia until 1938, Then it was re-annexed %o
Hungary. After World War II it again became a part of
Czechoslavakia. In 1047 my parvents were éxpelled from
the coumtry and all the real estate property they had
wag confisoated by the Czech government, We also had
a house of owr own,

In 1947 my father wag 2ble to bring from Czschoslavakia
his mobile property. He was able to bring across
to Hungary the equipment of his mechanics shop. He
operated his repair shop up to the mem end of 1949,
Then,he was 8o pressed by taxes that he was cmm-
pelled vo close him shop &and gell his tools, Until
1955 my father lived at home ferming on his three
yokes and living from what he could sell of his
belongings. For a very short time he joined a crafts-
men's cooperative in Budapest,but thers he sarned
practically nothing. He went Back to
and earned his living from odd jobs.

My father finished six grades of elementary school -
and two grades of Iindustrial school. My mother com-
plegted eight grades of grade schodl.

B, After 1945 the classe of aristosrats in Hungary

had been completely wiped out. The class of nobles

also lost its property. They merged into the middle
class, The middle class comsists of intellestuals,

white coller workers,the richer tradesmen and craftsmen.
Besédes these classes therée 1s also the class of
industrial workers and that of tlm pessantry,

I have contaot with all these c¢laasses with the ex-
ception 6f The Hungarian aristocracy.

In my opinion the aristocracy in Hungary had not been
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. of very great value to the nation. After World War II
the c¢lass of the nobles had changed considerably.The
young noblemen devested their many fauwlts and numerous
faults and bedame wery constructive members of the
intellectual and middle classes,

I knew,perhaps,best of all the middle class. They
Y had alwsys béen dependent on the govermment in power

. For thif measen thay did nobt have as Strong convietions
as the other olasses. Perhaps were the softest
. - and the most opportunistic group Hungarian socliety.

The mniarity of industrial workers underwent a great
dissillusionment in 1048 and 1949, The Social Democrats
and the Communist sympathigers got cured completely of
Communism when they experienced Comminism in practice

to their own disadventage. I think that this claas was
the most anti~Comminist ¢lass in Hungary. The idudstrial
workers were the most class conscious,the best organized,
and perhaps knew best of all what they wanbed.Regrettably,
the leaders of the workiag class had been

liguddated £irst by the gestepo and later by the Communiste.
The working olass remained without leaders.

The Hungarian peasantry was the least organized and was
less intelligent than %@ other classes. The peasantry
ag 2 clags 18 very conservabive. It remained aloof of
fascism and Commmisn. The Hngfzzian gagants are very
individualistic and hate anyt that is collective.
It is oontin 1%s mm stubborn resistance which is
mostly passive nature. The Hungarian peagantry is

a véry valuabley group of Hungarian seciely.

The Hungarian middle elass should include not enly |
the bourgfeousie,but also the intellectuals and
officials, |

I would say that I belonged to the middle class,

I think that all sccial classes in Hungary were hard
hit by the Communists, Flrvst,the aristoeracy and the
nobles were wiped out., Then %he middle ¢lass was de-
prived of its progarty and ﬁicked out af jobs., Up ©o
1951 the middle clagss was the olass which lost moet
to Conmunism. After that the peasantry and the in-
dustrial workers were equally hard hit by Communism,
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The peasantry,th™u the collestivization of farms, thuu
diserininating tazation,and the mompulsory delivery of
erope,lived in fantastic poverty. The old peasants were
wmable to recall any time in which 1lfe had not been
much easier than wmder Commmism, The industriel workers
ware mmed ot poverty by high production norms and
high 0e8o . - :

C. The Hungarian middle clasgs knew very wedl that the
pauanug-z was the only anti-C fit olass in Mungary,
after 1945, The middle class did not knéw the industrial
workers and wodl as the peassnts, Until misem ebout 1950
it was generally believed by the wmiddle olass that the
industriil workers were Commdnists. : :

The Hungarian industrizl workers had respect for the
middle class for its higher education and knowledge,
The Industriel workers Yetlized the middle class was
against Commmism although very oftem,seemingly, they
had ¥o appear Commmipts.Thé industriel workers

hoped that the middle ¢lass wotld lead them in thelr
struggle sgainst Commindsm, s PR

There was considerable antagonism between the industrial
workers and the peasantry,although the Communist tried
to unite them, That is,unite the industrial workers
with the so called Miorking peasants”. The Hungarian
peasantry thought thet the lndustrial workers were
Communists. The industrial workers,in Xmm turn,blamed
the pessents Tor the Bigh price of farm produsts.

Very often both clesses were unable to see that thelr
poverty was really casused by the Communist govermment.

The great respect which the peasentry had for the middle
elass before and during the war déminished considersbly
under Communism,Not only did the Communists try to bresk
down class berriers,but the middle class lost much of
its reppect because of its opportunistic conduct.

The flifferences between the industrial workers and the
peasantry can be abttributed to the party line according
the which the industrial workers are the back~bone of
the Communiat state and the peasants are too backward
end have a3%ill to adWwance.
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E,To got ahead in “ommmunist Hungary one had te have
the proper class backgroeurd, Class origin was very
Important, Next came the persons political vieus,
Talent and experiance played a very minor role.Only
in very exceptional case8 ae for example,in the

cases of scientists and university professors who

had’ acquired thelr fame and authority under t he pres
vious regime,was the Communist govermment willing

- o make congeasions'and keep them in their posts

despite the fact that they evddently did not syme
pathize with Commun@fm,ard did not have the propsr
class background, The Communiddis wanted to gredually
replace such people with their own X new intsliigentsia,

There was @ considereble chane in thie respeect in
the years of 1954 and '55., Then,very. often zZood pearty
mepbaers with the proper social beeckground who were
agsigned to jobs for which they did mot qualify were
replaced by persons who had neither the proper becks
ground nor Communist poliéieel views. For eXample,in
the Tield of literature whieh I knew beat,young
wpiters woré sometimes able to publish their writings
despilte the factthat they were mot Communists,This
situation gradually expanded up to the revolutioa.

The person mpst 1likely to suecesd in Hungary is the
opportunist who Is willing vo meke comsessiond,
suppress his 1lndividuality,ard is willing to accépt
fotally.the often changing politicel views which .
govern sometimes even the smallest detaills of hia
life.. ” Sudyis : :
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VI, FAYILY LIFE UNDER COMMUNLSY

A, Communism had an encrmous effect on family life
in Hungary, It i1s the basie principle of Communism
to destroy all ties which unite persens with each
other and to retain only the perty and pasty member-
ship, The femily and femily life are ome of the
greatost. obstacles, to. total Tommunism, To destroy
the family and fanily 1life the Communists introduced
such a low standard of living that everyone was .
sompelled to work, The parents had no other solution
than to let the Communist govermmerit educate their
children, Family life was mompletely demorelized,.

Until the énd-of 1951 our femily was able to preserve..
its unity, Then,the threat of. being draefted for com=
pulsory military $xmimfzg labor forced me to go to
khm Budepest ard seek employment, In-1953 my father
also had %o come to Budapest to find employment. It
was practically impossible to find an apariment ard
~ bring the rest.of the famlly to Budepest, Therefore,
my father hed to travel 300 kilometers once every
month in order to seethe rest of the family, Only
my mother and my.younger brother remained at home,
ggzgu'aa,my aecond brother also came to Budapaest to

The @ifficult housing situstion also effected marriages.
Very often young neople would get marrled and both

of them would be compedled to-rlive separately with
their famllies, They would mee? only oecasionally as
when they were only ergaged, There was no real family
1ife in the old sense of the work,

B, Communism also changed the way children are belng
brought up. The aim of the Communsits wes to t ake the
education of the children out of the hards of the
parents, Consequently,the influence of the perents
declined, _'I'he{ sbolished insathtutions for the ede
cation of children which were set up in the previous
regime, Thus,they abolished the scout organizations

and other religious organizations. The long worklrg '
~hours left 1little time to the parents for thier children,
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Ths children werse also most completsly under the
influence of t he Communist schools, The schools in
turn endeavored to occupy all thelr time,:

The subjeects in school and the method of theehing
had only one purpose:to take the child completely
out from the influence of family 1life, They did
not want the children to think %a or to become
§ndividuals, The sehools propagapped collectivism
in every respect, :

The tesnsege children were left to themselves mmd

at 2 time when they nsed advice and guldarice,probably
the most, The parents were too busy trylng to make

a living, They lost contact with their children.

Rurdezad Forced to rely on each other,the children
encountered great emotional and sexual hardships

thru which they would have been mormally gulded by

their parvents,; The resukt 1s a far gpas greater mmber
of misfits both phigximaXiyxundXxaERuXIyx psychologicelly
and sexuelly. : . P v

The Communists robbed the Hungarisn youth of its
greatest goyg. They deprived them of a romantic 1ife
which you -

h usually reeds. .
The economic plight of the parents compelled the older
chéldren to seek work, Contributing to the support
of the family,they atteined a certain degree of
independence, The influence of t he parents bevame
considerably less. This also effected the degree of
obedience of *the children, The fields .in which the
older ochildren were more inclined to disobey thelr
. perents were courtship,religlon,studies,choice of
profeasion,ete, -But,I think that the children accepted
readily the politlical views of the parents,

b 'bhiﬁk thati the change in the obsedience of children
applies equally to all classes,

Gormunism also affected courtships and marriajges.
The formalities which were attached to courtships
previously wers sbolished, Such slogans as "It is
the duty .of every woman 40 bearg children®, and 1t
is a glory dexduxshaxsmmaxfacaxgieifixz for a girl
to do 5 he semo™ had the effect which t he Communists
desired, In the first five yesrs of Cormunist rule
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the Commminists Jintentionally underminded ths -
Hungarian youth morelly. A large mmber of early
marrisges were formed, Young people not mature-

enoligh to start marrisd life were cast adrifit in

1ife and left to goy on entirely on their own,
Courtship did not mean the complete union of, two
persons,it only meant sexual relations, The- Cormmunists
dented nxg everything that was spirituel or emotlonal,
They taught that sexual life wes a bilologiecal necessity,

Chitreh marriages-were indireetly banned. As e eon- : |
sequence ,merriege lost much ef its seriousness, It SR |
was considered-only-es a eontrect which would be

terminatéd by eiher party at amy  time, But,when the

Commnists realized the dangercus incresse in divorce.

ratés they attempted to make divorees more diffiecult.

The vast mejority of the women in Communistf/ Hungary
were foreed to-take .employment, Young girls went to

work at an age- when gmm they usually would: have been

under the supervision of their parents-at home. This
large=scale earyy employmént gave ample pppurtunity

for young people to become acquainted and to establish
sexuell relations, The previous formelities and the .
views on'the relations between the sexes changed entirely.
The rumber of 1llegitimate children increased considerably.

Prostitution was officiaslly banned by the Commnlst
govermment in 1950,but secret prostitution thrived,
especially in the citjes, Until 1954 there were no
articles or speeches about sexual conduct in the
 Hungerian newspepers or in Hungarian schools, There
weres however,such slogens as the one I quotéd about
its Baing an horor for a girl to bear a child, In
195l the writer Pal Szabo wrote an erticle eriticizing
the morsls of the Hungerian Commnistg youth, After
that several artiecles appeared both in defense of and
ainst the morals of the Disz membera, I think that
the sexuel lives of Comminists by convictidbn is mmeh
condueted much more openly than thode of non-Commnlsts.
Commuirists with their materislistic views are inclinsd
to regard séxuasl 1ife as a biologlical mnecdssliy, They
attribule cvonsiderably less édmotional importamncs to
sexusl relations and other people, :

Sueh cases where one of two Rima friends joined the
Communist party and the other did rot,were frequent.
In very many eases the friendship would cease., Im most
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eases the non~-Communist member would bd the one to
terminate. the friendship, I think it is impossible
to contimue such a friendship if under an agreement
not to inelude polities im 4t, The Communist system
regagpds pragtically everything from a politicel
point of view, :

E, I do rot thirk that the erims rete incressed under
Communism. It is more likely that the rumber of crimes,
that is common erimés,not politicel,decreased considerably.
The Communist system compells overyons to work, This
provides a greater opportunity tp keep everyone under
control,and supervision, Also,sentences,especially where
goverment property wase concerned,(and practicelly ewvery-
thing belonged to the govermment) were very atiff, This
alio deterred even criminal element from committing
ecrimes,

The erime rate of womem probably incressed under
Communism becausa of the increasing rwkem number of
thefts in factories and places of employment, Such
thefts of goverment property were not condemned
morally by the undernaid workers, :

I don't think that juvenils delinquenecy inecreased
under Commnism in Hupgary. But,probbbly the sexual
aberrations of juveniles increased considerably,

I don't think Mhat the govermméent did snything dpecilel
to curb the crime rate in Hungary,

There was a considerable increase in glcoholism under
Communism. In general,peoplse did not plan for the
future, The suit you bought todey mayv rot be yours
tomorrow,but what you consumed today mexmmeik cannot
by taken away from you,

The soe-called "Jampecs” can be found only in Budepeat
or in the lerger cities, Such young people come from
the slums or from middle class femilies who lost .
complate control over their children because of the
exlstirg conditions, These young people did not like
to work, They wanted to corduct a way of life which
provided the least possible amourt of restriction,
They could be recognised by thelr style of dress,
their sophisticated languege ard conduct,and by
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their negative ettitude tloward 1ife in general.
The Communist govermment staged large =zXm scale
ralds egainst people who were without employmmnt,
Because of such measures and because of the con-
siderable abuse which they got from the govern-
ment and Communist garty orgars,the so-called
"Jampecs" were probbbly the most anti-Commurist
element in Hungery. B

I think that the Corrmnist govermmert axam
exsgfierated the so-celled "J empecs"” question,

The majority of the Jampecs are young people from
16 to 25, I do not memiix consider their conduct
in itself oriminal.

The paronts of the Jampecs are very much opposed
to their comduct of their children, Probably their
graastest objection is that the children spend the
money on themselves dnd do not contribute to the
support of the family,
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VII. RELIGION

A.Under Communism the vast majority of the older
gensration became more religlous,or at least 1t
wanted %o appear more religious becesuse this in
i1tself Wwas-a demonstration against the Communist
regime, The meajority of the you.ngoi people ,however,
béceme elmost completely pessive toward religion
ard relipious problems, ,

In Hungary the Communist regime exdercised slmost
complete control over the religions, The so-called
"ehmweh bureszus" were formed which exercised com-
plete control over the clergy, Those clergymen
who showed the slightest resistance were sent To
prison,

I thire that the Catholie¢ Church in Hungary was the
herdest hit,by Cormunism. The eXplénation of this
is in the very dogmas snd teachings of the Catholie
church which are strongly in confliet wiith the
materialistic teaschings of Marxism,

I think that the Protestant slsrgy was more willirg
to cooperate whth the Communists than the Catholic
clergy, . The Protestant churches give more Ireedom
of conselence ard action %o thelr clergy than the
Catholic church does, #Axkulam Another reason wiy
the Protestant church seems to have suffered less
in Huhgary is that the vast mejority of Hungary

B, T thirk that religlon in my pife plays sgbout

the ssme role as it doss in tho 1lives of my -
parents, I think thet in géreral I am more religious
than the average person in Hungary, :

T go regulerly %o mase,but rarely to confession
and communion, "

C, I thirk that the idesl relations between church
and stete ere complete independence of one another,
The state should sympathize with religlon but should
not interfere in religious problems, On the other
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hapd, the church shoudd mot teke pert in politics.

In an indepéndent Hungary the church schools should
be Bestored to the churches. However,they should be
reorganized, Previously,they had been too expensive
for poor people to send. their famlilles to such in-
stitutiors, Tultion in church schoold should be re-
duced considerably to erable all classes to send
their children to these e&cellent schools,

I don't thirk that censorship of books,plays and
films should be sntrusted to the churches, The
churches are inclined to be too rigid éGmnaosuch
questions, In principle,I am opposed to allforms
of censorship,

D, I thirk bhet the Jewish religlon in Hungary was
persecuted probably to the same extent as t he Pro-
testant church was,

The middle class Jews were opposed to Communism
becsuse the nretionmlization of industries and
farms robbed them of their property. But,the
vast majority of the Jewlsh intelldctual middle
class sympethized with Comminsim, During the
last ten years the sympethy of* the Jews toward
Communism probably incressed, Becauss of the
persecution of the Jews in 194l;,the national
conaciencensss of the Jews practically ceased,
Their vast majority blemed Hungarian society
in general for the events in 194k,

Many Jews were Communist party members, They

joined the Communist party either because they
uere opportunists who wanted to make a carper,
or beceuse they were willing to make concessions
and join the party out of necessity,or because
they sympathized with Commurism, ;

In my Gpinion the Hungarian Jews during the first
waek of the revolution did much more for the
revolution than could have been justly expected
of them, This applies orly to the young Jews, I
saw & number of young Jews participating in the
demohstrations and I know personally several

Jews who took an active part in the fighting,
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I don't think 1% 18 true that the Jews ere afraid
of sn independent Hungary, They are certain that
an independent Hungary would provide a better 1life
also for them., The recent Hungerian revolution
corsinced them that Hungary is not anti-Semitic,
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‘VIII,THE FUNGARIAN YOUTH

A. I thidk that under Hungarian youth we should
msar peeple from 16 030,

'B. I don't think 1t oan be sald that the Hungarian
youth led the revolution, It would be mors proper
to ey that they began the ravolution.

In the last six months before the revolution the
Hungerian youth did not play arny impontant role,
‘but probably the Hungarian youbh waes that group
of soclety which could be and was most Influeneed

. by the Hungarian 1nuellectuals.

The Hungarian youth brganized the demonstrations
which later turned into the revolution, They pro-

vided the enthusiasm which fired sveryone to par-
ticipate 1n the revolution,

" I% wasthe Hungarien youth and not any older gffe
.group which started the Hungevien revolution, - |
beceuse in this respect the Hungerian youth had ' ‘
‘tradition dating baek to 1848, But,in gereral : '
every youth in every country is mors auscepﬁtilo ‘
e new thinga, It is always ¢épposed to forms of

toballtarianism. :

Durlgg the anuntdemonstrations_anﬁ the revolution,
the older people were pleasantly surprised Lm by
Bhe bravery of the Hungarian youth, Previously,
they had given up this generation for lost, They
thought they had bsen wen over by the Commundst.
The older people regarded the youth with such
great respect whédh the youth had never before

enjoyed,

On the other hard,the ¥outh was disappointad in
the older genaration. The older people did rob
ghow the actiuity which ths youth anticipatad of
them,

C.Under Commnisy the educatora erd teschere were
over burdensd with work., The Gommunﬁﬂta demanded
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that they observe strictly the educational plen

prepared by the Ministry of Education. The pur-

pose of this educational plan was to educate,not
individuals,but Marxistgd members of a collective
soclety. ;

I am unable to give you much information on the
Hungeriar schodls. I casme from Czechoslavekia in
1847. After that I was only a private student for
two years and did rot attend any school. I was un-
gble to contimue my studies at the university.

Voecational choice was mmsimimed restricted by
Communists, Class originh and political enviromment
were the primary factors which determinred whether
ou would be admitted to a university or not.
t,oven so,a student with the proper class and
political background applying for admiasion to
medical school may often end up in a technical
university. The Communists wanted the greatest
amount of engineers and technicians possible
in a comperstively short time.

It is difficult to give an opinion on the stan-
dard of education urder Communism. In general,
4%t can be said that education under Communism
did rot give the cultural education which one
ecquired during the past regime. With less
general knowledge however,the students ecquired
much more specilalized kmnowledge in thelir own
fields. The purpose of the Communrists was to
train specialists and rot to educate cultured
individuals.

The majority of the teachsers and educators were
opporturists who did rot hold firm politlcal
convictions., The majority of the teachers,
especially the ones who had been treined durling
the previous regime,were wedl qualified for their
jobs, This canmot boe ssid in generel of the
teachers who had been & rained in this regime.

E, It is true that mxdmz the Communists spent
much time and effort to indoctrinate the Hung-
gerian youth, The youth was allowed almost no
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free time, The purpose of this was to allow thom
no time to thirk,

In every class there was one or two boys who re-
ceived some ald from friends or the fambly, They
were able to see things clearly. Int urn,they
influenced the other boys and girls in the class,
Consequently the efforts of the Comwunists to
indoectrinate the youth did mot sueceed,
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TX, MAJOR DISSATISFACTIONS AS FELT IN EVERYDAY LIFE

A. Yy major dissatisfaction with Communism in
Fungery wes the complete absense of cultural
freedom, :

B. Obher people in Hungary complained most about
the very low standerd of living, The absense of
cultural 1ife and the terror and insecurity.
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X. THE BCOTOMIC LIFE

A. I had great difficulty in getting alon%
financially,during the last agx months,before
the revolution, In 1955 I gave up my job in

the fectory, I wanted to write, It was im-
possible to get a fulletime job.on the steff

of any of the rewspapers, Politlically I did

mwt have the nroper background.But,I was able

to place one or two articles and short stories
with eome of the provinciasl pepers. Finelly,

I became a free lance writer for the "
Budepest",and,finencially,I wes somewhat better
off than before. I was then able to scape enough
together to live, -

I was living with en eunt in Budepest and peid
her 150 forints for a room. I ate bregifast at
home which was usually a cup of coff@e end e
slice of bread, I uswwlly ate lunch in the
office, The office cafeteris provided chesap
lumehes ,but they were not too good. We got
meat ebout three times a week. I ate supper
at home,usually somethhng cold and a cup of
tesa, ' :

I hed three suits which were two or three years
0old, I also had a.rain coat,overcoat,and three
pairs of shoes. I had the most trouble with
clothes, -

To go to a restaurant,a bar,or to a thsatre was
eupdidarad considered a luxury, So 1t was also
to get a better suit, :

The clothing problem,recreation,and the books I
needed to suppliment my education consumed much
mongy. For this reason,I had to deny myself ary-
thing I could have otherwise afforded,

According to my estimates,my standard of livirg
after the war was L0% to 50% lower than our pre-
wer standard of living. ’
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Ithink that the standard of livirg of our femily
after5the war was the hirhest in 1948 and t he lowest
in 3951. :

InxfignpErgxIxnonidxprafesxkaxiiwexy
I knew of one femily which was able to maintein

&ts pre-war standard of livirg even during the
" Yommunist regime, The father owned = small glass
polishing shop, This trade occupled such an ex-
ceptional position that 1t had not been nationalized,
The elder son of the family slso, worked Int he

shop, A younger brother was attending t he university
for physical culture, The mother was at home and

did rot have to work., This family ocecuphed & three
room house of thair own, The boys ware zmhmX able
to afford motorcycles. The family did not entertain
mueh but the fwo boys were able to go to the movies
or theatres,or to & resteurant onee or twice a week.

The low standerd of living in Communist Hungary
was due to the so-called socialized economy. The
basioc principles @® and law of scénomics were dis-
regarded in favor of political interests. The
nationalized industries cperated at a consliderable

loas, ;

‘months :
B, During the pest six/yemmx before the revolution
my everageé monthly income was betwaen 1200 to 1500
forings, About 18% was deducted for tmade union
fees and céompulsory coverrment loanf inatellments,
I ddd mot receive any premiums or boruses, I did
ot have any secordary scurce of income, In our
family not only I end my father,but my sister and
younger brother worked, Ve were rot living at homs
but we were helping our parents,

I did rot get any increase during the last five years,

C. I am unable to tell you anything about retall prices,
espeolally sbout the prices of consumers goods and food
produchs, I did very little marketing, "his was done

by my aunt,
The quelity of goods available was very poor. This was

true especially in the years of 1951 and '52., Some im-
provement could be noted,especially in textiles in 1953
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and 1954, I think that the improvement in economic
1ife can be attrubuted to political sources. This
was a reflection of political concessions on &co=-
nomic 1life,

Bottle-neck stituations in retall trade are common

ocourances in socialized economy, Distrdbution in-

volves too much red tape, Often one was able to

acquire snow boots in summer and swimming sults only

in winter, Sometimes bycycles and overcoats were une

ozgginable in certain counties for long periods at a |
t L] 3 54 |

This was true also in the case of standard spare parts.
For example,there was & time when one was able to obtain
bieyele chains only ifi Budepest,and even then,not in
svery atore, : ‘

I don't thirvc there was any spollage of food in Hyngary.

There was a shorbtage especially in cosmetics,coffde,
céoaa,and tea, Very often they were available,but only
at very high prices, Such items and citric fruits ard
bennanas,dates,figs,were entirely unevailable,

R There was a black~market but only in luxury articles
led in from the YWest, These were mylons,watches,
medicine, textiles,etc. They were brought into Iungary
Dambe saillors and by sporisman,or by Hungarian
officials who had some oprortunity to travel abroad,
The black-merket in these goods was not organized,
If a person brought or smuggled much goods into Hungary
then he would sell them to friends or awgaintances,or
perhaps t o ecolleaques in the office, The price of such
smugrled goods waes comparatively high,but these goods
were of considerably better quality than those avall-
eble in Hungary. ; _

I did rot hear of any instances ﬁhere retail dealers
refused to sell goods unless paid a higher price by
the Bomsumer,

Black-marketing was dargerous and the péerson caught
in this operation was liable to be imprisoned for
several yoars.
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D,(This sub-section cannot be applied because re-
spondent was a free-lance newspaper man who worked
mostly at home,ard had very little contect with
superiors and colléegues,)

E. In HungaryrI would prefer to live in the city,
Life inthe eilty is much freer than in the country
becouse a person is rot So much under -observation
as in the country where everyons knows everyone,

I think that the rural population of Hungary eats
better and more food,but on the other hand,the ¢ity
population is better clad and has more opportunity
for recreation,

Uhen the collectivization of farms was first intro-
duced in Hugary,I thought that the govermment would
be unsble to carry out its program, I did not think
that such great terror would be gpplisd as later it

I have a very low opinion of collectivizetion as 1%
hed been carried out in Hungary, I knew that the
Hungsrien peasartry would be opposed to it, I realized
very weadl that there would be considerable difficulties
in carrying out this progrem and the consequence of

the collectivization of farms would be increased food
préces, This in turn would leed % a general decline

of the standard of living, _

I think that all pessantd groups opposed collectivi-
zation equeally.

T have heard of s few farm collectives being dissolved
in 1953 when the Imre MNagy govermment first came to
power, Almost all farm cooperative productlon groups
were dissolved during the revolution. '

These cooperatives were dissoiied because the peasants
were only waiting for an oppertunity to dissolve ¢ hem.
The farm cooperatives werz formed by police terror.
When this terror subsided the cooperatives were dis-
solved,

If I were an agricultural worker in Communlst Iungary,
I'd prefer to work on a privabtely owned farm. Although
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the political pressure on privateky zmmmd farmers

is very great,sti]ll it is better to be e private
farmer than to work in a farm cooperative or on a
govermment farm., In an independent Hungary I would.
keep and even develop the govermment tractor stations
introduced by the Communists., I thirnk that in some
regions of Hungary,even the cooperative farming but
on the seme scale as it 18 being conducted in Scan-
dangvia would also be possible,
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XI, POLITICAL LIFT,

A, I was only fifteen years old when the war e nded,
but I was interested in politics slready,during the
wa® and even moreso afterthe war, Before 1948 my
father was not a member of any politiecal partﬂéFrom
emong the pre-1948 politicel parties I liked t
Christian Democrats and the Small Ilolders the best.
Their programs were the nearest to my nolitgcal
views, In genersl,I favor democracy and saw a good
example ofthis in practice aa a child when ¥ lived
in Chechoslovakia.

I have always condemned kkm Bela Hun,but I don't
sympathize with the White Terror either, The
Communist party was probebly the most populer
during World Wer II because the Communisgts underw
ground was very active agelnst Hitlerism, After
1945 this relative popularity of the Communist
perty ceased entirely beceuse 1% .became evident
that 1t had turrned into a dictatorship probably
even worse that that of Hiltler.

B, The Commnist party members are either old
Communists who participated mf in the activitles
of the Communist party when it was underground,
or young workers and Intellectuals who have be-
come blinded by Communism, But,the majority of
the perty members are mere opportunists, I have
known Comrmuunist party members of ell three types,

After 1948 and 9 the idealistic Communists be-
gan to complain gbout the party end its policies,
?ut only in the strictest confidence among rellable
riends,

During the past tenyears the »nolicy of the Hungarian
Communist party underwemt consideralbe changes, Until
Sgalin's death there was an ever lncreasing terror,
evten within the party itself. At that time the
Commmnist party was very choosy about whom it accepted
as a member, This was rot as it was in 1945 a:d 19&6
when the party wanted members at all cosits and
political views or convictions were mot important.
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After 8talin's death,Bhe policy of the Hurngarian
Comminsit party always reflected the situation
within the Soviet politburesu. The policy of the
Communist party wes most lenient in the summer of
1955 whon the muzmpkimikiiorxefxRikexkapuxy re-
hebilitation X»agmnx of Tito began.

Changes in the policy of the Hungarian Communist
party always xhreflected the changes within the
politbureau and in the Soviet Union,

I thirk there are very few Commmunist by comvietion
in the Hungarian Comrunist party.

People in Hungary,in general,were not aware of any
£k differences ImxprEiyxieadsrskix within the
perty leadership itself,

Party moral within the Commnist party is some$hing
which 1s very difficult to describe because in reallty
it never existed. Party moral im the equivalant of
terror within the narty.The moral of the members
¢hanged according to the amount of terror.

In my opinion only very few members of the leader-
ship of the Hungarian Communist party wers true
Commumnists by conviction. They were the very ones
who had been ralieved of their posts during the
policy of appeasement. For example,there is the
Hungarian chief idiologist of the Communist party
Jomsef Rafal. Now,such pecple as Ravdi are being
reinstated by the Kadar regime,

In general,l think that the top leaders of the
Hungarian Comsunist party are not Communist party
wembers By conviction, I don®t think they Welieve
in the purposes and the aims of the Comnunist
P&I‘Wu o

I think that the top leaders of the Hungarisn

Communist party are very shady characters., Eaech
one of them should have sensa encugh to realize
that their policy in Hungary is not independent
of Mgscow and serves only Moscow interests.They
are the puppets whe help te build new colonial

systems within Europe. If they didn’t know this
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before, the recent Hungarian revolutlon mAde this
very klgar to them. Their motives are material
zand they aléo crave power, They are evil zmpizm
pgog%g and kamwwm very few of them have any ldeals
a * :

The simple party members have been forced to be-
come members by cireumstances largly beyone thelr
control, On the other hend,the leadership of the
Hungarian Commumist party ﬂas ambition and purpose.
They were not compelled to become Cemmumlst,

When Hungary regains her independence I think that
all the lesders of the Hungarian Communist party
shcu%d be made to answer for their deeds before &
CoOurT,e

C.There was opposichor to Commualsm from the very
start. Complainte and grumbling were oonstant in
every convergabion not only before the revolubion,
but during the entire Communist regime.

The industrial workers slowed down productilon and
the quality of the products made by them left much
to be dedired,

Probably the strongest resistance before the rev-
olution wag the cuvltural vevaluting introduced by
the PFungarian inbellectuals one year befomze the
outbrenk kewf of the 1956 revolution, There was
considerable sabotage and resistance on the part

oi writers,theatre mamegers,motion picture dirvecters,
ete,

The Hwmgarain peasantry also showed its resisbtance
to Communism by sebotaging the payment of Gaxes and
the compulsory delivery of farm products.

Such acts of opposition were generally lnown in
Hungary. The revolution proved that these Sorms
B8f veslstance were affective.

The extent of such opposition aleeys depended on
the degree of tervor exercised by the government.

" Before 1053 probably the industrial workers showed

the most resgistence to Communism, In 1953 the re-
sistence of the peasantry was the strongest., In
1?54 the intelléctuals began thelr affectlve re-
siptance.
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The resistance of the intellectuals began in 1954,

It gathered momentum in 1955, For example,in Decem~
ber of that year the Communist writers of the Hun~
garian #iwk Writers Zssoclation prepared a memorandum
demending more freedom of opinionsand the abolishment
of cemsorship over writers. The reésistance of The
Hungarian intellectuals steadily increased and the
20th Congress of the Coumunist proved them to be

right.

The Hungarian young Gpmmunist intellectuals organized
the Petofi Cirele becauss tha Communists wanted to
allow & forum where "congtructive criticdsm” could

be exercised against the reglme,end political and
econonmical conditions. This Petofi Circle was organized
within the framework of the Commmist Youth Assoclation.

(Du,Io‘Sg,Zo,.)

Public attention was drawn to the word of the Pebofll
Cirecle for the first time In May 1056, This was when
the so-called debate on education was made public,

The Petofi Circle had been in existance for several
months before I heard about it.

The second important debste was condugted by the Petofi
Cirele in June., It concerrned the freedom of the press.
Reports on these debates spread and mede the Zami
Petofi Circle very popular, This Blebate on the freedom
of the press was termed as "the littlse Poznen",

The true signifilocance of the activities of the Hun-~
garian intelléctuals laysin the fact that they
emphasizged nationalism,~-someth the Communists
attempted to exterminéte completely. The Hunggrian
intellectuals favored nationalism and demanded a
form of life other than Soviet even within the frame-
work of Commumism.

I consider the Hungarian intellectuals the fore-
runners of the revolution. They paved the way for
the revolufion which broke out in the Fall of 1956.

I have a high regard for the Eyngarilan intellectuals
and I do not consider them as iupractical dreamers.

It was primeyrily the Hungarian intellectuals who



turned sgainst the regime because the more 2 person
is able to kmike think the easier and clearer he can
see the contradictions and failures of Communism,
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XIXI, THE APPARATUS OF POWER.

A, The Hungarian secret police,the so-called AVH
men,are the scum of Xkm soclety., Mpat of them have
been previously roughnacks of the Hungarian faseist
party.in 1944, I personally dild not have any contact
ar experience with the AVH,but & friend of mine who
was arvested by them told me axinim in detail how
the AVHE tortures ibts suspeots,

I never heard of any AVH zam men who fell pange of
conscilence or wanted to leave the AV gervice,

Y don®t think it was an exaggaration to say that
people in Hyngary lived in constant anxtiety and
fear, One nsver knew whem scne mellclous informer
would cause a parsonts arvest by the AvO on false
charzas. ANd there was no awrguing wiht the AVO-
it was always pight.

WHen Humgery is independent T think thet the AVO
members should be brouvght before the court,

THere was considerable difference between the AVH

and the ord Bhus Police. THe Blue Pplice exer-
cised normal police fumetions, Of course,there were
Communiste also among the Bjue P&lice,bu% they
operated only under the supervision of the AVIH,
Normally,.they did not handle polictlcal aflmiwnx
cases, THey too applied third degree methods against
ordinaryrerimimals,but the Blue Pelice in this reppect
could not even be compared wilth the AVH,

I think there may have been some corruption within
the Blue Police fordoe,especinlly among the Officers.
They could be bribed,mostly in econoulc crimes,

T wag very satisfied with the mumhidnd oconduct of the

Blue Pplice force during the revolution, I have aliready

told you some details when I deBerived my experiences
during the vevolution. (ses IIX) In general, the Blue
Police sided wilhh the revolution. THis does not apply
to the top leaders 8L the pollce force. The police not
only fcught themselves in the revolution,but supplied
us with avms,too. They contributed to the success of
the revolution in the first few days by remeining
comparatively passive.
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B. I don't think there was any case at all before ‘

the Hungarian courts that the Communists did not:

mix politics into. After 1949,1950 practically all |

of the Judges were reliable Communists, ‘
|

I do not know much about the courts of the Horthy
regime,but I belleve that they were by far much
better than the Communistf courts. Even then I
think a simple pesasant dld not have the same chance
of winning a civil law sult as,for example,Count
Eszterhazy.

1 de not know much about the Hungarian People's }
Courts because in 1045 and 1946,when these couris

operated,l was not In Hungary. But,I think bhe ‘
war criminals tried by the People's Courts were |
gullty. They deserved theix sentenmes. i

Coa &% the outbreak of the revolution the passivity
of the Hungarian army was of enormous significance.
The Communist government was umable to force the
arny to fight ageinst the uprising. This was true
not only in the case of the enlisted men,but alsc
of the non~commissloned officers aand officers.
Later,the axmy took an actice part in the fighting
and supplied the Freedom Fighters with arms and
ammunitions I know this on the basis of my personal
experiences during the fightings in Budapest.

Geographical locations came into consideretion only
in one respect. The soldisra in the barracks which
were located far from cities were less informed of
the events of the revolution and therefore d@id not
take such an active part in the fighting as,for
example ,the soldliers in Budapest.

The vast majorlty of the political officers within
the army sd&ded with the Communists, This was also
true of the majority of the top renking officers.
The non~commissioned officera,the enlisted men,and
many S88ficers of lower rank not only sympathlzed
with the Freedom Fighters,but took part in the
fighting.

I have not experienced any @#ifferences in the conduct
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of the men and offlcers which could be atitributed
to théir class origin.

The fact that some army units participated in the
revolution while others did not can be attributed
to the gsographical dlffevence which I memtioned,

1 was surprised by the conduct and atitléude f£a of
the Hungarian emy. I did not dare hope that t he
ermy would epenly side with the revolution,

I served ln the Hungarian army for three months in
the summsr of 1955; i was assigned for training o
the Denube River in their barracks in Ujpeat,
Our quarters were very miserable and our food la-
adequate., We recelved bazsic infentry tralning for
two weeks,and after that condueted the menlal work
around the barracks and on the river bank.

The officers were of industrial worker and peassnt

origin. They were people who were unable to succeed
in their own fialds of life or who wanted an easier
life in the army, I have avery low opinion of %them.

The majorivy of the army officers and of the non-
commissionad officers were . opportunists who joined
the pariy in order to get ahead. The nelitical
officers end the top ranking army officers were,of
course,Communists by cohviction., Thds applies at
least to the majority of them,

Essentially there was not much difference in army
life under Communism as compsred to what army life
was under the Horthy regims. Probably,only the
methods were €ifferent. Under the Communist regime
an amy officer or apy non=comnissioned officer was
not permitted to hit anyons.of a lower rank.
Diselplinary calisthenics were also banned, On the
other hand,ln the Communist. emmy & non-commissioned
officer or officer could have anyone of a lower
rank’ confined to the barracks or locked up. They
could 2lso file a complaint to the milltary court
end have the person sentenadd,

I did not notice any change in the conduct of the
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officers toward the enlisted men‘during'the'rauoiutiona

I think that the non~commissioned officers wdre éﬁmm
paratively more compeient then the officers.

In my opinion the attitude of the £6ficers toward the
enlisted men did not hkxm hinge on their political
convicetions or class origin, This depended entirely
on the mentality and intelligence of the offkter
conoernad. There were some intelligent officers in
the army who e&ttended only short -tralning courses
but made & conadderable effort to supplemént the
deficlencies in their education and training by
reading up privately on subjects they should know,
Such officers,however,were comparatively rare.

Treatment in the army varied sesmeifdy according to
services., The two elite serviees were the aiy force
and the armored troups. Themixiw Their treatment was
considerably better,muy but on the other hand,miXkkzxy
the length of militery service was three years.

When I servéd in the army in the summer of 1955 we had
© %km two hours of political indoetrination every second
day. No one could be excused under any pretext from
these classes. The soddier were not interested in whet
the instructors had to say and fell asleep @as soon as
possible. When the instructors notlced this tkey we
were compelled to attend these classes standing.

Ds I don't think 1t is vefy likely that the unpopularity
of the Russian troops In Hungary is baged on their con-
duct in 1848, Most people in Hungary do not know much
about the detalls of the 1848 revolution. It 1is more
likely that the unpopularity of the Russians in Hungary
is based on their conduct &4n 1945,

I knew that the approach of the Russians during the
war in 1944 and '45 meant the end of the war itselfl,
and the withdrawal of ‘the German troops from our
country. I expected that the Russiang troops would
be excellently organized,well disciplined,and would
conduck themselves properly, I was completely dise
illusioned when they arrived, I was very soon don-
ginved of the exact opposite of what I expected.
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The Russiasns were rude,cruel,and acted like bar-
barians, My opinion of them did mot change after
1945, I have heard very little about the Russlan
troops in Hungdry after 1945. When W was in the
army I heard thet there were Russian military .
advisers assigned everywhere to the Hungarian
commianders, We.were told thet t he Hungarian
ermy 1s based on the Stalinist skxmfedyxEmixeEns
stradegy and organigation, .

The oeeupation troops in Hungary were compladely
isolatéd, The enlisted mon ard the junior officers
were confined to barreeks and quarters. Only the
top ranking officers miilixfs and their femilies
were sble to have a mimwmmm minimum of sontact
with the Hungarian population, But,s2akk neither
I nor any of my relatives or f{riends had any
immediate contact with such Russians, therefore:

T know practically nothing about their memtality,
and views, The only contaet I had with Russisns
was in’ the fightings in Budapest in 1986,

During the revolution it was evident theat the
Russians did not fight agalnst us very willingly.
They could have fought against us more affectively
had ‘they wanted to, The 3oviet Union had large
forces in Hungary. Vhat they did on November

they could have easily done on October 26.0therwise
I do vot kmow arything sbout the attitudes of the
Russian t roops or officera during the revolutior,

During the revolution I heard from reliable friends
that Soviet tarnks wentg over to the side of the
revoltulion durljpg the first week ofl Koasuth3treet
near the Astorie Hotel. I also heard fromrellabls
oyo-witnesses that during the Xaxk massacre on
Parliement Square am the lussien tarks fired on
the AVH men who were lecated on the roofs of the
neighboring builldings.

I do not know of ary instances where Soviet soldlers
refused to obey orders or deserted, That Soviet
soldfers fought agalnst each other I know only by
hearsay.’

After November li I heard from rellable eye-witnesses
that on several occasions the Sowlet tanks fired on
civiliens lining up for bread inf ront of bskeries,
Also from a reliable friend I heard that in the
Mecselk Mountaine(near the town of Pecs)Soviet troops
- had exacuted Freedom Fighters who had been serlously
wounded, They promised to take them to & hospital
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but insteadtook them euwsy and executed them. ;
E, One of the most bureaucrats in Hungery was -a column
writer for the paper ByF which I was employed, He was
incgpable of havirg an independent opinion of his own,
Even if hé could have,hewas efraid to do so, He shirked
responsibility. H e always wanted to be -covered 1n five
or 8ix ways onthings that -appeared in his columr. For
example,if an article appeared 'in the pdaper about some
disopder.or unfavorable conditions in one -of the fac-
tories,he first mmai sent e draft of the artlcle to the
local perty secretary,to -the minlstry concerned,and even
to "‘the mansgement which wa® critiocized in the article.

The enormous asmount of bureaucratic red tape ard the
bureaucrat mentality in Hungery can be explained' by

the fact that the vast majority of the bureaucrats :
were people who did rot have theim proper qualifications
for the jobs th which they were assigned by the
Communistg party merely on the basis of rmaxbasizxaf
their perty membership and thelr party loyalty. For’
exawple,the buresucrat I just mertioned wanted to be

an electricdl engineer, The party selected him for
this:.nost and it was only ratural that a person who

had inclinations: to become an en'imser will nrot
nscessarily make a good editor. ;

Up to sbout 1954 the vast majority of the exeacutives
and officials were assigned to their jobs on the
basis of party merits. Such an assigmment sometimes
even meant less pay for the persor concerxed, Of
course,such rew executives and officials did rot

have the trainirg ror esmperience which their counter-
perts did who served durirg the llorthy regime. The
0ld officials ard executives lived ir af constart
fear fx of being fired, In their desperatiof they
did averythirg to. gain- the approvel of the Communist
party. Around 1952 ard 1953 the -rew Communistg-bred
officials and executives began to replace completely
the persons who had merved under the previous regtme.
Neither their traininrg oor experience equaled that:
of the men whom they replaced.

In the twol factory where I worked previously I had
trouble several times with the secretary of the Works
Committee(a trade union men)and with the factory
manager himself, Both of them charged me wigh inciting
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the workers agelirst the trade union and manggement,
The Works Committee secrebliry was angry because I
once received from his predecessor a certificate
which entitled me to buy a mommuters ticket at &
605 diseount, I got the certificate despite the
fact that I was not a member of the trade union,
When the other workers.who werse tmade urion members
sew this they objected strorgly ageinst it and some
aof them refused to pay their trade urion dues,

|
|
I got into difficulty wiht the factory manager when

he srbitrarily changed our workirnrg hours f Ta.m.

to bp,m., instead of the previous ba.,m. to 2 p.m,

A1} winter long we had been working according to the

later schedule end when Spring ceme we objected to

heving our afternoons shortened by starting work

later, The mangger was forced to alter his decision

and he blamad me for inciting the workers, He Zmmmiawmm

heszk threatensd to inform the AVH if anything of

this kind oceurred sgain. Before being assigned to

our factory the director had been chief of personrel

in the Minlstry for Industry, He was a top Communlst

and,as he told me,le was rnot used to other pecple

countering his wlll. .

I have mot known any officials or executives who
disregarded party orders in govermment regulations,
because their primary concern was the welfare of the
Hungarian people,. -

F, It was possible to ocircumvent goverment regulations
and lews if one had contact and knew people of influence,
Without pull one was unable to go far. For example,

when I came to Budepest to work in the tool factory

I did not have avy experience at all, It would have
meant a grest difference to pey if I had been employed
only as an unskilled laborer. My brother-in-law knew

o mmx men in the laWor bureau and he gave me a certifivate
testifying to the fact that I was & qualified skilled
leborer, In this way I became a drilling machine operator
without any previous experience:and earned considerable
more. than I would have as only an unskilled laborer.

One had to have contact in prder to find & job. This
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was considered natural, If a ne was seeking ST~
gloment,it was natoral for & to inform gll his

friends requesting them %o look around for anyone

who could assist in finding e certain kind of Job,
The sponsor could never get into trouble becsause

he helped someons to get a Job unless,later on,the
person conterned got into political di'fficulty
with t he AVH, Then the AVH usuelly investigated who

_obtained the job for ths man concerned and for whab

Tréasons,

I d0-not know of any cesas of bribery in govermment
offices, d

G. I think that epproximately only one third of the
top officers of the secret police could be termed
es educated, But,they ere the type of people whose
krowledge will rever mean sdvancement to the human
reoe, They never used their knowlegge @£ or intelll-
gence to the bendfit of humanity. The rest of the
top AVH officers are half educasted people of the
most dangerous kind, Many of them are uneducated
and unintelligent, :

I think this spplies also to the army loadarahiﬁ;

I em unable to give you an opirion of the top
leadership of the Russian army.

In public administretion a large nmumber of the
officials and executives who had served under the
previous regime were able to keep kkkam thelr jobs.
Perheps they had beendemoted,but they were the omnes
who did the bulk of the work. Among these public
edministraetion offictels s large mumber could be
termed intelligent,educated,and had good experience,
But,the people who were thsir superiors usually
were uneducated,unintelligent,and acquired thelr
positions only thru party merita.
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XITI., ASSESSMENT OF FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR HUNGARY

A, Your question congerning the immediate fudure
end outlooks for Hungery is a very difficult one

to answer. I thirnk that the present conditions
within Hungary ere trending back toward the
gsituastion which existed in 1950 at the time when
Commirist terror in Fungary was et its height,

In thie way the present govermment of Hungary ine
tends to counter-belance the effects of the revolu-
tion, I think that the old Communist ifdeologlsts,
plamners and @gm execubives,who had been placed in
moth bags at the time when i: bevame evident that
the Stalinist econorty and politics have falled on-
tirely,are now being recalled and reinstated. I
think that the present Hungarian goverment will.
insist on the contimuation of the collectivization
of farms., Certaln signs indicete that Revai, the
fired ideologist of the Communist party.in ﬁungary,
is being rehabllitaeted. T think that Kader will :
be replaced by somsone else within one year. The
Commnists will probably stage "re-elections™;
Bhortly and a lerge rumber of,up to mdow,insignificant
and compartatively unknown Communists nemes will
-gppear on the new party list., These insignificant
people will suit the purposes of Moscow just as
wdll es Kadar or Rakosi, I do not think that either
the Kedar regime or 1ts successors wlll make eny
concessions to the Hungarian people,

Outside Hungary the struggle for power within the
politbureau between the Stalinists ard ron-Stelinists
will contimue. Now it seems that the Stalinists are
in power,but Bulganin and Kruschev seem to XdXzunka
indicate that their power is mot absolute, If these
two are ousted either in a show windowixksxk amtrlal
or without this,the perty 1line will go back entirely
to the Stalinist course and this will have its
effect also on the internal =nfrkmat situation in
Hupngary, But if the non-Stalinist faection gains
complete control within the politbureau,then it

may make even more doncessions than after the

20th Congress, If only half of the political



———-'——-———————‘

32-M
5 62/X11I

concessions made in Hyngary in 1954 and 55 are

again greanted,then not only in Hungary,but also

in kalm other setelllts countrlies the pre-revolu«

tion conditlons will return, A mEwxaXEmkan revolu-

tion or revolhtilons will bresitout &8 a consequence,
e but I hope this time it will not be in Hungary.
Hungary has shed enough blood in its struggle -
egainst Comrunism. Now,it should be someone Blee's
turn to do s=o.

Other world politicel events as for example in Suez
or the Near East can also influence the immediate
future of Hungary. Now everyone knows that the
developments in the Suez cen be attributed to the
direct influence of Momcow, Once the publie opinion
" in the West sees this aes cleerly as we do then,the
outbreak of the ineviteble war with the Soviet
Union will be hasternsd. Hungery can ohly profit
by such a war.

At home the people are on the brink of despair. They
feol that they have been betrayed and secrifised

by the entive Western world, Therefore,at home,one
can expect complete insonseabllity and passiveness,
and a repitition of the revolution cemnot be expected
unless the pre~revolution conditions are resumed in
thé very nsar future.

There 1s x&®w nothing much to hope for,neither here
nor et home. The orly basis for hope would be the
United Nations,but this orgarnisation has repeatedly
shown 1ts inability to cope with eny kind of crisis
or problem.

Both the Hungarian refugeés and the pepple at home
are convinced that war with the Communists is ine
eviteble, Pending political problems everywhere 1n

. the world can be solved only after such a war,These
problems cannot be solved by means other than war,
The Soviet Union is completely indifferent %o
diplomatic pressure, ; ; ‘

The cutbreak of a revolution int he Soviet Union

is very uniikely. Had there been Communism in

Hungery ever since it existed in the Soviet Union,

I dopi't think the 1956 revolution would have occurred,
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B, During the past ten yesrs the people at home,
including myself,were hoping that the polltical
differences between the Soviet Unien ard the
Western world would culminaste in war., This war
will end the defeat of Commmunism and will solve
all the problems,including the problem of Hungary,
A constant source of hope was the unsetlled Cer-
man problem, The differences arising in connection
with the planned unification &8 of Germany may
very wedgl cause the outbresk of World War III.

Our hopes incregsed. after 1954, We thought that
the political wesknesses within the Soviet polit-
bureau would be notliced by the Western world arnd
thaet the West would force a decision and take

an advantege of this weakness, .

I have elweys considered the war between Last ard
West ineviteble. My opinion of this question had
not changed since my departurs from Hungary.
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XIV. SOCIAL,POLITICAL,AND ECONOMIC IDEOLOGY

B, I think that in the econemic life of an ine
dependent Hungﬁry emphasis should be placed on
agriculture, @ ﬁungarian heavy industry should

be reorgenized to meke only tractors,combines,

and other agricultural machinery, All key ine
dustries,including the mines and power plants,

the heavy industries,also the large esbtates and '
beanks,should belong to the goverrment, Very

little wheat should be grown beceuse,despite the

" fect that Hungarien wheat is of an excellent

quality,wheat can be imported chesper from sbroad,
Instead of extensive agriculture Hungarian farmers
should grow frults and vegetables amd Xiwmmkaek
raise livestock, I don't think thet Hungarien
tool machine industry will ever be able to compete
with the Western industries. I think that Hungery
should discontirue all its industries where zeEm
production costs are considerable higher than

in the West. The naetional enterprises which can
be termed as K-industries could be contimied to

be managed by the govermment, Of course,the -
présent mansgers would have to be replaced and

Bhe menagement of such enterprises rationalized
and basically reorganized, Such factories ard
enterprises should be ‘run by persons who have
experience and mot only political merits,
Individual responsibility should be increased

and simultansously the pay and benefits of the
managers should be increaséd,

Other small enterprises of perhaps less than

100 workers should be returned to the previous
owners, It is only natural that the owners of
nationslized enterprises will not be able to

any compensation from the Hungarian goverrsmnt
for the dameges caused by the govermment, Every-
one,workers,peasarts and the factory owners alike,
will heve to shouldertheir own losses, If the
Hungarlan govermment in an independent Hungery

at the very start would be burdened by ligbilities
aaused by the Communists,it would go bankrupt,
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I thirk this is one of the gravest problems facing
Hungarian ecomomic¢ life in an independert Hungary.
But these problems can be solved and they will be.

I think that the famm cooperatives and Tarm coope-
erative production groups should be allowed %o
remain wherever t he members wish them to contime.
These cooperatives should 'be organized on Scanw
danavian cooperetive lines. I think that in some
parts. of Hungary such cooperetives cen exist,

Those govermmmnt farms which-were organized on
land originally owned by the govermment even
before the war should contime,but,of course,
under  new management, All ka other land taken
over by the govermment should be distributed
emong the peasants . The owners of estates .
should get back rot more than 150 yokés of land,
This is enough to sustain a family. They should
get no compensation for the rest of the land,

I think that the opinion of the people at home
on these questions is the same as mlns,

In an independéent Hungary the govermment should
2id agriculture and not exploit the agriculiburel
workers. The level of our sgriculture will have
to be raised,but the govermnment wikl have to
convince the pessants that new farming methods
are to their advantage,and not coerce them Go
change thelr present methods, The compulsory
surrendering of crops should be abolished,

I don't thirk a 1imit should be set to egri-
cultural property which can be owned by oxne
person or family. The limit which I mentioned

is to be teken into consideration only when

the nationslized farms are returned to thelr
owners, Such a restriction on ownership of

land would,later on,curb initiative and embitlon,

If I were to choose between a dietatorship with
an ensured standard of livirg and a freedom with
ro guarantee of sterderd of living,I would choose
freedom without hesitatilon, .A country is formed
not by the goverment,but 1t consists of the
people themselves. Where freedom in insured,
everyome can earn a living to the best of his
knowledge and talent,
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In en independent Hungary I would not favor
outlawing the Communist party. Hungary could
afford to tolerate a Commmunist party because

4t would have no followers, By allowing a

Communist party to exist,it could avold charges
of being a dictatorship.

C, I would prefer for Hungary to galn neutrality

1ike that of Austria, I would sever gll relations

between Hungary and the Soviet Union,incliiding
trade reletions, It is practically impossible to
conduct a normsl trade with the Séviet Union
becouse of the large smount of red tape and
buregueracy involved. The Soviet Union is e
very unreliable businees partner,

It would be 1deal for Hungary to malntain very

friendly relations with all neighboring countries,

and perhaps form a Damubian Federation with them,

With Western Europe and with The Unlted States,
Aungery should conduct very friendly and cordial
roeletions, These relations should be cultural
and commerciel ,but not military,

The idea of a Rumik federation of the Damubian
States origindated with Kossuth, This problem
was often discussed smong the intellectuals

at home. All our really democratic politiclens
are in favor of such a federation, It would
solve all the problems of central Lurope which
have been maledjusted twice during the past
fifty years, But,I do not think that such e
federation could be formed in the near future,
Even after the solution of all present world
problems,some time will have to elapsa in
which these Dambian countries will be able to
gredually strenzthen their bonds of friendship,

I would favor 211 Darubian countries to join
such a federation,pebheps mki with the exceptlon
of Yugoslavia. I would not like Yugoslavia in
this federatlon becsuse the Yugoslavs are the
most chauvinistic people in Europe. It would be
difficult to get sleng with them becsuse of their
extreme nationslism, T think that the opinion of
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:?‘ people st home,in generel, 1s the seme eas
T UL L '

I do not £ind Hungary's present borders acceptable.
Hungery should regain at leest her 1938 boundaries.
But, the conception of boundaries,in gensral,should
be changed in a new furope. Countries should not
be closed off# from each other by rigid borders,
Friendly relations should exist with all neigh-
boring countries, Passports should not be re-
quired to let the citizngs of neighboring countries
visit each other. =,

I am very much concermsd about the fate of the
Hungarian minorities in the neighboring countries.
In e reorganized new Europe;such problems would
cease, There is mothing much that can be done

at present to help Hungarian minorities,

I donsider the question of Hungary's bounderies
and of the Hungerian minorities very impoetant.
I thirk that the people at home regard these
problems in the seme way. The sntire future of
Hungary depends on the attitudes we take on
these problems.
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XV, THE FORMATION OF THE PUBLIC OPINION

A. I heard sbout Kruschev's speech at the 20th
Congress of the Communist perty in Mpscow,but

I did rot know the details of this speech, I

heard about it from friends end colleagues,
Among the newspsper reporters whom I knew,there
were some who were extremely wedl informaé;
probably thru the Communist party.

Senator MoCarthy and his UnAmerécan Activities

" Committee were a monstant target of Commuinist

propeganda et home. Even if only about one tenth
of whet the Commmnists wrote about him and his
committes was true,I do not sympaethise with him.

T heerd about Peron and his downfell,but I did
rot pay much attention to it, We at ﬁoms were
primerily intérested in foreign events which
influenced directly or indireetly the fate of

Hupgary.

Before the revolutuon I did rot know much about

the private 1ife of Rekosi. Ve knew at home that
he was X¥m2x 1living in great lusury and was very
olosely guarded by & picked body-guard.

B. Before and during the wer I wes only a child,
but I remember that my father subscribed to a
Hungari{an rewspeper published in BEratislave,
After we were re-annexed to Hungery,he subscribed
to the dally neuspasper "Magyar lemzet". My mother
subseribed to a women's literary magazine "U] Idok".
My father read a lot,two or three hours a day.
In Chechosiovakia my father was able to purchase
meny Hungarien books from the Prager publishing
house., These books were left-wing books which
were placed on the index in Hungary. During the

‘war my father was irriteted by the fact thet

anti-fasclist books were not asvallbble in Hungary.
After the war,until about 1949;we subscibed to a
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Christian Democretic newspaperf the "Hezark". In
1949 and 1950 I subscibed to & literary monthly

-r#agazim published by Gyuly Illyes, It was called

" When all opposition parties
ceased we were foreed o subseribe to the "Szabad
Nep". But,we slso purchesed the "Magyar Hemzet."
T elso read the "Irodelmi Ujsag",a weekly which
was first published in 1951. I also read the
"Csilleg",a monthly megezins,and the "Uj Hang",
which was first published in 1953, From 1954

on I subscribed to the monthly paper published
in Pecs called the "Dunantul®,

I read avery article published in these papers
which asppeared to be interesting, I did rot read
the articles mamXX on labor competitions and the

~ soelel welfare of workers,

T never believed anything which was written in

the Hungerian newspapers. I knew that especially
news items on foreign evernts ard on economic £,
developments aborad and at home were elways dds-
torted ard looked upon from the Commurist point

of view, I did not BuXuium believe the statistical
reports in the Hungarian rewspepers, The Communists
are masters in juggling statistical repodds..
What I read in the Hungarian newspspers served
only as & basis of comparison to what I heard
from other sources,primarily over the foreign
radio broadcasts, : .. :

Neither I por my family nor any of my friends

read publications which were published in the
Soviet Union or in other satellite countries,ine
cluding Yugoslavia.Such publications,with the ex=
ception of Yugoslav publications,were avellable in
Budepest,and in the lsrger clties in Hungary.,

I d1d not read any Western publications which
could be termed es legel, that is,;the sale of _
nhzik vhich was offieclally permitted. Sometimes
one was able to get coples of the "Daily Worker"
and some French magazines, Sut,illegally,l was
able to sometimes get copies of "Life"magazine,
and the "Times", I am unable to tell you from
what source I got these maBazines because the
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person from whom I got them is still in Hungary.
I was also able to obtain coples of the British
informetion bullestin which was being distributed
by the BrithSh Information Service at the Bim

British legation in Budapest. I had sn old friend

who sometimes dared to take the risk of going
into thebuilding and obtain such press reports,

We 'also read Hungerien and foreign books which
were placed on the index by the Communists,Such
books were avellable in Hungary. There were
sepveral boolt sgents which specialized in books
PHXE placed on the index. For example,l knew

en old agent from whom I could order such books
as "Man,the Unknown" by Alexis &mwesX Cerrol.
After plecing an order,he would telephore me

in one or two days that the book 18 sveilebla.
The prices of 'such books were rather high, -

The books which were .placed on index were still
eballable in the public librearies but ohly to

a selected f¥w, Scientists and newspeperg men
could obtain specisl permission to read these
books in the resding room of the library,but
they were not ellowed to teke these books from
the librayy. :

The books placed or index were -rot political
books, They ineluded meny of the best~sellers
which sppeared snd were published in America
or in Briteln, Yost of the people did mot
destroy these books or surrerder them after
they had been placed on irdex, Everyote kept
them at home in his booReases., If the police
came end searched your flat then they probebly
hadigghﬂr reasons other than the books placed
on index, .

Friends would lend such books to sach other,
Only a few cowards destroyed ihimm their books
after the ban concerning these books was pub-
lished, 5

C. While I was in Hungary,the only nsws I re-
ceived by word of mouth was soecounts of what
the foreign redlios broadcasts, We discussed

such broadcasts among friends not always,but
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only when something of special significance was
reported, Such second~hend accounts of foreign
radic brogdecests were not as relieble as listening
to them yourself. We were especially interested in
such new items which were mot pubiished by the
Hungarian newspgpers,. In this respect,perheps I
was more daring and less careful than the average
person in Hungary.

F. Theatre tickets were expensive and, therefors,
I very rarely went to the theatre;gerhgga on the
everage of once every two months, I went to the
xkmxx cineme about once every two weeks, I pre-
.ferred Italian and French films,and Russian
historical films, I did not see any films which
dealt with Communist life in Hungary. I was not
interested in the majority of the Russian films,
I omitted all Rokemmim Dohemian end Rumenian
films as & mattor of principle, The plays which
I saw were Hungarian and foreign classics,

Dur1n§ the past few years the films I liked mos®
‘wers "The Teeth of Bagdad",e technicfolor £ilm
which wes played in Dudapest theatres just before
the revolution, I also liked a French Tilm called
“Before the Deluge."” In these films I liked both
the subjects and the performances of the mwal
actors. They were excellently £ilmed and directed,

The two Blaya'I 1iked beat were Rostand's "Cyrano”,

and the "Tregedy of Man" by Madach.
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XVI.EVENTS OUTSIDE HUNGARY

; A.The situstion within the Soviet Union will remain

~ basically the same, Further liberigsbion can be
expected only if all of the Stalinists were to be

_ ousted from the politbureau, A revolution within

s the Soviet Union is very unlikelf. Too much time
has elapsed since Communism was introdueed in that
country. I think that the people at home in Hun-
gary ere of the same opinion, It is very difficult
to say what the feelings are of the Soviet people
toward Cormmunism., I have never been in that country.

It I8 very hard to imagine that free elections could
be held in the Soviet Union. A long time had to elapse
before this is .posaible, "he mentality of the Soviet
people has to be chanfed entirely. Besically, there

is no one the Soviet people could eleet instead of
their present Communists. I thirk that the vast
majority of the people in the Soviet Unlon %=z 1s
unschooled politically. They would be unable to
prepere free democratic elections and a democratic
regime all by themselves, :

I think that the top leaders of the Soviet Union

are imperiaelists,Communiats by convictions,and also

the followers of the ideals of Panslavism,'Most of

the politburesu leaders are people without personality,
Communists by conviction,and are ruthless followers

of their ideals,. Baslcallyythey are wicked people

who erave paaz power and they ere not primarily
motivated by material galins,

The only difference between the Soviet politburesu
and the top Communists in Hungary is that the firss
have more powser, They are the seme type of people,

B, I think thet Poland and Cgechoslevakia ere the

two most popular countries in Hungary,while fumania
and Bulpgaria are the least pofular from among the
countries mentioned, Hungarian sympathy for Poland
and vice-versa reaches back centuries, Czechoslovakla
is popular because it is the most civilized country
from emong those mentioned, Rumania and Bulgaria

are less popular beocause of their low culture.
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If free olections were to be held in these countrles,
then in Exk Esst Cermany the Christian Socialist
party would come into power and Germary would be
united, I do not know whet would heppen in Rumania,
Perheps tam a peasant party would come to power. In
Czechoslovakla paxhupe some bourgeofs democreatic
party would come to power. In Bulgariaf probebly a
peasant party would win the election, Communism
would be defested sverywhere, :

I think thet the standard of 1living im the highest
in Czechoslovekia,with East Germany second, It is
perheps the lowest in Poland and Rumanie.

C, I don't think that the Gomulka govermment in
Poland is e puppet one, Gomulka is doing every-
thing possible not to be a puppet. On the other
hand, the Russians are ding everything to keep him
inkontrol, If,at the end,they are unable to force
Gomulka to ecomply with thelr instructions,then
they will find some way to replece Gomulka with

a Puppet,

I think that the CGomulke govormment in Poland has
achieved only temporary results, Conditions in

Poland will probably develop to the staté which
existed in Hungaery in 1953 at the ‘time of the first
Imre Nagy goverrment,. Bubt,there is a s light possibility
that the decay which has started will contimue on

a larger scale, .

I do not epprove of Gomulka's policy of gradualism,
A dictatorship can never be developed graduslly into
a democratic form of goverrmment, At the first signs
of the reins being slackened,the whole thing will
colleapse, -

My wiews on Poland have rot changed mmx much since
my departure from Hungary.- -

Events in Poland did have an offect on the Hungaraln
situation and the Hungarisn revolution,but not @k %o
such an extent as it is generally imagined, Until
the summer of 1956,that im until the Poznan trisl,
people in Hungary did mot pay much attention to what
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fuzxfat was going on in Poland, By ‘then,the intellectual
disintegration of Communism was already in full swing

et home. When our revolutdon broke out,we thought

that the Poles would immediately follow our example,
Aftér the revolution,we thought that for the first
time that they are reaping the resulis-of our .sacrifices,
Now,I see the whole problem in a Rfidd different light.
The resulbs which the Poles achieved are very temporeary.

I do not thirk that there had been mora political
freedom elready before Gommlka'a rise to power, I

did mt hear about this from anyons in Hungary. We
heard only about the Posnan trial,which was distorted
to some extent by the Hungarian Communist press,but
full accounts of 1t wux were rendered by the foreign
radio broedcasts,

D, I do not thirl thet Tito ard Yugoslevia had too
mach of an offect on Eastern EBurope, :

It 18 true that Tito is the originstor of the so-
celled Ngtional Communism, Essentially,Titoism is
nothing else but the old fascism, The only difference
3= that it 18 peinted red,and it is the ssme kind

of & dietatorship e&s the sowcalled "international”
Communism of Moscow, Yugoslavia under Tito is a
police atate the seme as the Soviet Union.

It 18 difficult to clearly see the relations be-~
tween the Soviet Union and Tito, Politically,Tito
seems to be -stronger and the initiative is always
on his side, Relations between other Eastern
Buropean countries and Yugoslavia depend entirely
on Tito's current maX relations with the Soviet
Union,which have changed sevdral times,since the
end of VWorld War II, '

T{to's relations with the West are very advantageous
for ®ito, He seems to be deriving much economic
gasistance and benefits from his relations with the
West, Ho is urnwilling to mmmmiii committ hinsadf
entirsly for the West,

¥y impression is that at the outbresk of the reve
olubion Tito leooked with favor on the eventa in
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,88 he seemed %o be Justified in his poliey
of refusing Moscow control and economie exploitation,
Howewdr,when he sensed thet the Hungarian revolution .
hag telren a. strongly anti-Communist turn,he saw his
own position in Yugoslavia threatensd amd took aldes
against the revolubtion, . . : ;

1 think that. there are Titolsts,or Communists who -
fevor National Communism,in all satelllte countries,
They may be. important in as much as thcz may start
o revolt ageinst Moscow in their attempt to gain

indepandence, But,such lagional Commnistic solutions

ma-i" o regarded ags temporary. They will be replaced
later. by strongly enti-~Communist regimes.

I do mot think that Tito 18 popular in Yugoslavia.
I base my opinion on what I have learned from
several friends who were in Yugoslavia, In their
opinions, Yugoslevia is entirely a police state.

I think I know more about the situatlon in Yugo-
slavia than the sverage Hungarian, This can be’
attributed to the fackt that I have had several :
friends who were there and are experts on Yugoslav
affairs, I think that the stavdard of living in
Yugoslavia is lower than that in Bungary,but 1t
cannot be denied that the industrial development
of Yugoslavia during the Tito segime has progresased
considerably, In general,Yugoslavia industrially
was fifty years behind the other eastern Eurcpean
countries, Now,she has csught up with them, =

E, The Commanists geined control of Ching bscause
Moscow was supporting them. Ecornomic and social
conditions in China were favorable for Communism,

“I do not think that China is more independsnt of

Moscow than the other Commmnist satellite countries,
Due tc her size and abundance of natural resources,
Ching 1is ve:-% importent to Moscow, Por this reason,
she is probably under much eclossr control than the
other satellites, The Soviet Union cennoct éafford

to lese China.

In gereral,l am familiar with the relations between
Indie and Great Britein, In my opinion these relations
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are very unhealthy,as they are based on constant
compromises, ;

Egypt had mo right to nationalize the Suez Canal,
at least,not in khe way that the nationalization
was executed., If the nationalization could have
‘been conducted by a free .and demooratic Egypt on
the basis of negotiations,a favorable settlement
eould have been reached for all parties concerned,
But, the purpose of the nestionalization of the Sues
Canal was to strengthen the newly born dictatorship
in Egypt., This move was more than likely inspired
by Moscow. o .

France and Great Britain hed some right in invading
Egypt in 1956, They wanted to safeguard their rights
in the Suez Canal, A free canal is very visel for
$he economy of the .entire western Europe.

The right of Israel %o invade Egypt 1s questionable,
The /rabs claeim Israel to be their territory. They
have occupled that territory for centuries, The
historicel claims of Isrsel to that t erritory are
much weeker because they date back to about the time
of Christ, However,ever since then that territowvy
had been ruled by the Arasbs. =~ ' '

Eventa 1s Egypt and the Sueg smons in the sutumn of
1956 did effect the Hungarian revolution,but not

$o the extent that it is generally claimed, It can-
not he denied however,that to a great extent events

in Egypt served to devert attention from the altuation
in Hungary. It influenced the Soviet Union in its
decision to t éke disciplinary action egainst Hungary.
The Soviet politbueau was right in ite estimate that
the West will be too occupied with the Cengl erisis
and will pay less gttention to developments in Hungary.

F., I believe that the standerd of livi of West
Germany is the highest in Europe., I don't think
that the world has to fear'the Germans bacause
they may eventually .ceuse the outbregk of World
War III, The urprecedented high standard of living
in Germany has turned this. stwongly militarisiic
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nation into an anti-militaristic peopls. Germany.
will rot intentionally cauase a third world war,but
&1_‘; possible that a third world war will emerge

n German attempts to unify East and West Cermany.
For exemple,if a revolution or trouble should break
out. in East Cermany,West CGermany would immediately
tnterfore and it 15 mamkzkm uncertain what the Soviet
attitude would be in such a situation, '

I spprove of German rearmement, It iB negessary be-
panse it is the ohly counter-balence to Soviet mili-
tary power.in Europe, I think that the Weat German
army is weaker than the British army,but 1t 1s just
as strong as the French, Thé length of compulsory
military service in West Germany- is probably one

xoaro

The oceupation force which is present is always the
more unpopular, But,if a comparison should be mede,
T agree with everyone else in Hungaryf that the
Russians ar$ more unpopular than the Germans were,
1% cannot be denied that the German army,both men
and officers,were mich better disciplined than

the Soviet counterparts.

G. The British Labor party does not sympathize with
Communism, This party should be the prototype fad" ell
European mak worker parties to follow,

1 think thet the standard of living 1s the highest
in Weat German,with Britain second,fItaly third,Greece
fourt'h,_sqviot Union fifth,and Egypt sizxth,

H, On my errival in the United States I was astonlshed
by the large scele buresucracy which I experienced on
the partof the immigration officlals., I was shocked by
the political naivety of the public here, The high
standard of living and immense whax wealth here sur-
passed all my expactations, =

I am not at ell satisfied with the foreign poliecy of
the United States goverrment. It should be firmer in
respect to the Soviet Union, I don't think that the
United States govermment should give loans or economic
eid to Bastern Eardpean countries, This epplies also

to Yugoslavia, All such aid would only serve to lncrease



32-M
t. : , ; s il * 78/XV1

the ecomomiec strength of the Soviet Union, The
United States govermment;in every way poasible,
should axpress its sympathy for the Hungarian
people,and its dissatisfaction with the present
Communist regime in Hungary.. : ey

, 4 2 - - R
Since my arrival in the United States. my views on
what America should do have changed %to some extent,
On seeing all this wealth and technicel muperiority
T ecanmot understand the reluctence of the American
govermment and people tp settle acoounts with the
Soviet Unlon, I edhebiibui that a final showdown
between East end West is ineviteble. I am emazed
at the childish hopes of the American people that-
gll. this can be avoided. _.

The United States goverrment should maintein formal
diplometic relations with the Hungefian govermment,
but there should be no commercisl trede relations
or cultural relations between the Fungarian govern-
ment ~nd the U.S. - i3 : :

I am certain that. the people at home would like. %o
see more Western visitors,becauss £xkw thru t hem
they,; would get more information on 1ife outside .
Hungary. Visitors to lungary ghould be marned %o
speak not only %z about the high standerd of living
in the VWestern countries,kukxx and sbout the wonder-
%1 qualities of goods which are unevailable in :

ngary, These visitonrs should first of all ettempt
to explain to the people at home how free people

are 1living. They should stress the faot that they

have great sympsthy for the Hungarian people,
especially after events in Hungary Efx in 1956.
It muxk must not be forgotten that it is of extreme
{mportance to stress the patriotic feelings of
Hungerians, Patriotism is e ‘strong antidote to
Communisui, : :

The people &t home are most certainly interested
in Western publications,but at the present I don'®
know how it would be possible to s end such publi-
cations there,

+
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I think 1t would be of great importamce to have
immigrants take pert in such ectivities as'Torm-
ing such prospectivé visitors to Hungary and in
xxmit sending publications to the people at home.
But, the question is,what kind of immigrants should
be used for this, It would not be advisable to
have any of the immigrants who had been

party members mixed up in this and things of this
kind, The people at home expest Inmigrants not
on1¥ to répresent them,but also to do something
af for them,.. If they see that the refugees are
aotive in any way,this helps t o convince them
that they have not been forgotten.

I do rot know too much about the Marshall Plam,

Its primary purpose was Humaritarien,to aid the
reconstruction of Buropean countries whose
economies hed been WumEraymxd disrupted by World
War If., Its secondary purpose ngl may have been
to win sympathy for the United States and to
prepare the way for American influence in these
countries,

At the time when the United States éntered in a
state of war in Korea,I thought I knew why 1%t
was fighting, The main reason was to curb the
expansion of Communism in Asis. But,by the end
of the war I did not see what thé mein EEx pur-
pose was,because they solved practically nothing
by starting the war, The United States attitkde
on the Koreagn War only served to increase the
confidence and gmakmm perheps bhe impertinence
of the Soviet Unlon,

J., The United Nations is becoméng to resemble the
one time Lesgue of lations, The Lesgue of lgtions
18 famous for mot having solved on single political
problemn, ; .

The United Nations did practically nothing to help
Hungery in the sutumn of 1956, The least it should
haeve done was to have sent observers and perheps
a U.N, police forece to Hungary. It could elso have
applied sanctions against the ‘Soviet Union for
interferéng in the internal affairs of Hungary. T
don't kiim think there is any hope of effective
Untted Natiens on Hungary in the mear future., The
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United Nations should be entirely reorganized %to
be able to take effective astion,
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XVII.KNOWLEDGE OF AND ATTITUDES TOWARD SELECTED
PERSONALITIES,

A. It 1s very difficult tosay who is the greatest
living Hungarian, You probably expect me to say
Cardinal Mydzenty,but I think that perhaps the
Nobel Prisze winner,Professor Szentgyorgyi can
better qualify for this title.

B. I think that Imre Negy is & man of medioere
talent, He 1s well intentioned but weak willed,
He is not & good politieian,

Cardinal Mydzenty is primarily a priest who has
no talent or feeling for politics. He should not
teke part in Hungerien politics,

Lazlo R&jk is en internstional Communist, From an
Hungeriaen point of view probebly he was least bad
of t he Communist guerd which ceme to Hungery in
19’4'4"1911-5o

Ernp Gero is g sedist,a blinded Communist,and a
very dark character.

If 1t 1s possible to distinquish at sll about top
Commnist leaders,I think that Kadar also belongs
to the less evil ones, He has no cheracter and was
unable to committ suicide when this would have bseen
the best solution to his problems,

¥y opinion of President Eisenhower 1s that he is
primarily a soldier and not a statesman.

The - sonduct and attitude of Secretary-General
Hemmarskjold reflectspd the mentality of his
mountyy which wes. alweys in favor of neutrallty.
He 1s not femilier with Europemn problems, If he
is familiar with them,then his knowledge is very
superficlal,

State Secretary Dulles is not the firm state
secretary the United States requires, The conw
fusion in the UNited States forelign policy 1s
largely his fault.

ExePrime “inister Eden is the good-looking,well-
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dressed myxpaXftiemix politician who has only
ebout one tenth of the talent Churchill had,

I am unable to form an opinion on Rm ex-President
Truman,

My 6p1nﬁon$on these persons have not changed since
my departure from Hungary,

Mikoyan is one of the top fkmkimsik Stalinist
gdvisors in the polithuresu,

Prime "inister Nehru is probably the most stupid
humaniterian in the world,

Generslissimo Chiang Kei Chek is an insignificant
person,

This is my opinion also of Ferenc lNagy.
President Roosevelt was a great man,but an ex-
tremely bad politician, He lacked the foresight
which a statesman requires,

Chancellor Adenhauer is a very good statesman,but
he is getting too old,

From the point of view of the Soviet Union,Stalin
was ghe greatest dictator in the world,

"alenko is not very gifted,

Genereglimmimo Franco is a clever dictator.
Banin Boeven is e very shrewd politiclan.
Kruschev 18 an unscrupulous statesman.

Molotov is the best foreipgn minister the Soviet
Union or Russiaf ever hed,

Ollenhauer is & very good party leader.

Churchill 1s the greatest statesman of the 20th
century.
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XVIII. ATTITUDES TOWARD EXILES AYD EXILE ACTIVITIES

A, The majority of the refugess who fled from Humgy
Hungery after the revolution,that is after Nov, 4,
resided in the Trans-Damblan country and in Buda~-
pest, Before November li the majority of the people
who came out were those who were walting to flee
Hungary for hhe past ten years. Many of them came
not to 1live in the free world,but to encounter
adventure, The political prisoners who would have
been returned to prison were amohgz the first ones
to leave, After November li the majority of the mzapk
people who left Hurgary were young people who had
participated in the fighting and had to fear re-
taliation.

I think that the majority of the present refugees
are between 16 and 38 years of age. Only a slight
fraction of them are women or girls. Most of the

refugees probaebly belong to the so-~called middle-
class, There must be very few peasants among them,

The people who remained at home abe either the
most fanatical Freedom Fighters who deemed 1t
their duty to remain abd continue their fight
ageinst the Communists and dussians,or perhaps
they were people who did rot have an cpportunity
to leava the country,or who could not leave be«
cause of family reassomns. I have great sympathy
and compassion for the people who are now.at
home., Of course,this does not apply to the
Communists who would not have come out anyhow,

There wers many people who could have fled Iungary
but deemed it k& their duty to stay. One of the
most heart »ast rending scenes I've ever witnessed
in my 1ife was the following: I was already ln
Austrie and went down to the Hungarian border with
a Swiss student to take down medical supplies and
provisions which were being send by the International
Red Cross, Ond the Hurgarian border,but on Austrien
territory,I encountered a student who was about 21
or 22 years old. He brought his 57 year old mother
to Austrian territory,instructing her to go to her
elder son in Canada. He bid good-bye to his mother
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and turned around and went back to Hungary. He was
a very intelligent,good-looking young man,and I
sincerely hope that he is still alive,

I think that the people at home expect that we will
be their representatives here in the free world,and
that we will do everything in our power to a&id them
and to liberate our country,

Your question about who would leave Hungary if there
were ample opportunity to do so is a very stupid one,
It is very difficult to dnswer. Probably everybody,
about eight or »& nine million people,

B. In Hungary I only heard about the Hungarian
lational Committee headed by Bela Varga, I know
that the Hungarian National Committee is anti-
fascist and antisCommunist. It unites all poli-
ticians of this kind who have left Hungary after
1945, and evenduring the war,

Since my arrival in the United States the only
Hungarian exile orgarization with which I have had
xnx contact is the Assosciation of Hungarian Free-
"dom Fighters headed by Generesl Bela Kiraly, I em

& membsr and employee of this organization,

I have heard about the M.H.B.K. only in Vienna. I
heard gbout the Christian Rmemz Democratic Union
only here in the United States,and also about the
International Peasant Union. I heard about the

" ‘ " @nly in Vienna, It is published
by the International Peasant Union,

I heard about Bela Varge in Hungary. He is an excellent
man and a good politician who has furthered the cause
of Hungary in exlle. Y

Ferenc Nagy has no talent for politics, He was a
simple peasant barber, After he left Iungery he
became a careerist, I d&em despise him,

Tibor Eckhardt is a very faluable member of the
Humgarian immigration, He is very intelligent and
very wedl educated,but his political v iews are
somewhat obselete,
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Imre Kazm Kovecs 1s a writer whosholkld be barred
from sxé¥a exile political activities, It must
not be forgotten that in 1953 and 1955 he tried
to convénce eve ne that the Hungarien peasantry
wanted National Communiem,

I heard about Imre Szeli at home, He 18 »a
Social Remocrat who,if mecessary,uses Communist
tactics,

Charles Peyer was probably bhe best known Social
Democratic leader in exile,

I have great respect for Miklos Kallay for his
conduct in 194, He is anti-Nazl ard Anti-
Communis t,but today he does mot play an important
role,

SaxXkas Zoltan Pfeiffer 1s a political swindler.

Istvan Barenkovics i1s perheps the most valuable
member of the Iurgarian lational Committee. Ile
is honest end intelligent, His principles are
the most are the most acceptable to the Hun~
garian people,

Josef Kozi-Horvath is a stupid priest,

I heard gbout General Zako in Vienna. He is the
chief of the I",lI.B.K. This is a cover-organization
which conducts espionege for the United States.

He has sent several hundred young Hungerians to
the gellows and to prison. This he did not from
conviction,but for material gains.

Mr, Otto of Hapsburg is a very intelligent man
who has no chance whatever of occupying the Ilung
farian throne,

Slaxmxen Governor Horthy was an admiral without a
fleet and a politicilan without talent, My mkkimk
attitude toward the people just mentioned has
not changed in any respect since my departure
from Hungary.

The Hungarian politicians in exile mmdxmxdewzwmad
endeavored to Enfluence Western public opinion
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in favor of Hungary. %My They wanted to convince
the free world that Hungary is entirely anti-
Communist and that a Communist govermment hsd
been imposed upon her.by a small Moscow minority.
Regrettably, the Hungarian politicians in exile snd
the Hungarian exile organizations were able to
accomplish very little. These organizations and
politicians should strive to send messages of hope
end advice to the people at home,

During the revolution I did not think et ell about
the Hungarians living in exile,

C. I did rot meet any Hungarians who fled the
country in 1945 and ceme back later.

I think that the Communist redefection cempaign had
only propaganda purposes, The people at home con-
sidered this program as rediculous and they felt
sorry for the stupid people who took the bait.

D, I think that the people at home should be &old
thet the Hungerian refugees are not living in con-
contration camps, They are free. They people at home
know very wekl that our standard of living is much
higher than theirsgd at home, :

The people at home should also be told that the
entire free world sympethizes with us,and that
simple peeple everywhere are doing much more, that

is comparatively much more,than the official govern-
ment agencies,

I think that it is the duty of every Hungarian who
has fled the country to win friends for Hungary
everywhere in the world,

I have already joined the orgarnization of the
Hungarian Freedom Fighters and em presently em-
ployed there, The purpose of this fwderation should
be to unite all Hungarisns in exile, It is entirely
indifferent to me whether pre-revolution exiles also
join this organization,

There were many politicel parties in Hungary befors
1948. Essentially,there was not much difference in
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their programs, 1 am fevorably inclined to all these
parties which existed before 1948 ,with the exception
of the Communist perty.

Ido not know enything about the Hungerian political
parties in exile.

I thirk that the revival of the Hungarian political
parties during the revolution was premature., This
should have been undertaken only when and if the
results of the revolution had been insured.

1 4ntend to return to Hungary once Hungery 1is
1ibersted, It is difficult to say whether I will
stay there permanantly or just for a short time.
It is hard to forsee the future.

If I have children here in the United States,l
will insist that they learn Hungerian,



XIX. AUDIENCE REACTION TO RADIO A!D LEAFLETS

A, At home in Hungary I listened regulerly to
Hungarian broadcasts of the B.B.C. Volce of America,
Radio Free Europe,and other radios,including the
Paris and Madrid radios, I think that the reception
of the B.B.C. programs was the besat,after that came
Free Eurtépe,and finally,Voice of America, The Volice
of America programs were jammed the most,fhe B.B.C.
breadcasts the least, I only listened to*hhe Hun-
garian broadcasts,

T 1listened to the B.B.C. programs every day and to
the other progrems perhaps once or twice a week, We
always discussed the news broadcaats over these
radios smong friends and colleaques, I listened to
these programs over my own radio at home, I listened
to them entirely slone or in the company of my
immediate family.

1 did not teke any speciel precesutions when I lis-
kxm tened to foreign radio programs.

It wes mot a crimingl offense to listen to foreign
fadio broadcasts,but it was considered such to talk
ebout them to others,. This could be termed as in-
citing mximm ageinst the peoplelsdemocracy,with a
punishment of up to three years in prison. I think
this prevented Bm many people from listening and
talking sbout such broadcasts, I am not aware of
any change in this respect during the pastten years,

I consider the B.B.C. programs the most rellable,
Radio Free LEurope came second, The Voilce of Americe
was a 180 relisble beceuse it was the official organ
of the American goverrment, I formed my opinion on
the reliability and accuracy of these programs by
comparing their material with Hungarian publications
or radio broadcasts amd with events 1in Hungary
which I c¢ould check personally.

Befdratho revolution,these broadcasts served to inform
the people about events taking place outside of Hungary,



i.'

£ 89/X1X

and,very goften,sbout events taking place in Hungary,
but about which they could know nothing mkaxs from
merely the Hurgarian newspapers or broadcasts,

During the revolution the foreign radio broedcasts,
and especially Radio Free Lurope,played a very im-
portant role, Namely,the Freedom I'ighters were agble
to get information about events taking place in other
parts of Budaspest or in the country only by listéning
to the Free Europe brogdcasts,

Reflio Free Europe has the longest program and is

able to broadcast on several wave-lengths simultaneously.
But, the Hungarian broadcasts should be revised, It

would be a good idea to freshen the staff with re-

cent immigrants who know the situation in Hungary better,
Ixdaxn

I do not kmaw think it is true that Radio Free

Europe played any specisl role in ineiting the Hun-
garian revolttion,

I think that Radio Free Europe should continue
with programs and broadcasts inté Hungary,but it
should slter the tone of its programs considerably.

It would be extremely vital to form a united program
axgupkad accepted by all the xmX wvarious organizstions,
This would express the general 1lines on which a
liberated Hungary would be reorgarized, Radio Free
Europe should inform the people at home about the
politicel views and opinions of the exlle exgmnizkiamns
organizations and prepare t hem to a certain extent

for a liberated Hungary.

B, I heve heard at homs asbout the Hungarlan National
Resistance Movement and their leaflets., My opinion is
that the leaflets firopped into Hungary were primitive,
ineffective,and prepared by persons who knew very
little sbout the conditions at home. In short,this
was mkshx nothing else than a lot of American doklars
thrown to the winds, _

C. In 1953,and on another occasion %8 in 1955,1 saw
Free Europe Press leaflets, ¥m The 1953 leaflet
contained twelve demands, This I xmmzim received from
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a friend, I don't know how it ceme to his possession,
In 1955 when I was serving in the army,we wers sent
out to pick up such leeflets which were firopped into
Hungary from balloons. The leaflets we gathered were
primitive comparisons of the standerd of living in
Hungary and the United Stetes. They were nothing more
then a 1ist of prices and wages, On another occasion
we had to pick up leaflets which were written and
published in Bohemia and we were unable to understand
the contents.

T d4d rot pass these leaflets oh to anyons else,

There was talk about such leaflets in Hungary and
ewen the Communist Press attacked these leaflets,

T think that,in general, the people at home dis-
approved of these leaflets in the same way as 1 do.

It was dangerous to pick up such leeflets, to talk
about them or to pass them on, If apprehended,a
person was lieble to be imprisoned, I think this
danger 8eterred many people from picking up such
1eaflets or from passing them on, I em rot axky
aware of any change in this reppect during the
last ten years.

I don't think that the Free DLurope or other leafl~
lets dropped into Hungsry had any effect on the
Hungerian population,either before or during the
revolution,

I thirnk that Radio Free Europe should continue to
drop such leaflets into Hungary,but not the kind
whieh has been dropped so far, These leaflets should
inform the people et home that the workers living
in the free world are free and have a high stardard
of 1iving. But,the emphesis should not be placed on
this and should not be expressed by listing long

columns of prices and wages. What should be emphasized

is the political freedom and the culturel fecilities
available to the workers,and the sbundance of goods
in the free world.

D, I thirk the purpose of Western orgenizations in
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dropping leaflets into Hungary and other iron cur-
tain countries,and broadcasting programs to these
countries was to increase dissatisfection against
the present regime, I em not aware of any differences
in the motives of the various organigzations,
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XX, CHILD REARING AND DISCIPLINE

The most importeant things thet a child should be
taught are the fear of God,petriotism,respect for
parents,and love and affection for the femily.

It is necessary to discipline children,but I do mnot
favor corporal punishment, Other forms of punisimment s
es,for example,the suspendsion of recreation,can
hurt more than physical pumskh punishment.,

T ®% think that urtil the ages of twelve or thirteen
mo difference should be made between boys or girls
regarding discipline,

After t hirteen,the perents arnd teachers should
appesl more to the intelligence of the child, I
think that boys should be disciplined more then
girls,but the ideal relation between parents and
child is always fmax friendly.

1 wes elevea years old when a gxuixxsux-profassor'
in school slepped me beceuse I was sliding down
the handradl.

Physical punishment 1s used mostly in the families
of industrisl workers and peasants. I don't think
there is any difference &n who punishes the child
until about the ege of thirteen, Over thirteen,
usually the mother punishes the girls and not the
fahsax father.

Physicel punishment 1s usuelly asbandoned at the
age of thirteen for boys and eleven or Ikw twelve
for gxx £ girls,

Punishment in general is abandoned at the age of
eighteen for boys and sixteen for girls.

The only difference in this respect among the various
classaes is that the children of the peasants and
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industrial workers are forced to seek smployment
earlier,and when they begin supporting themsel¥es
they are less independent of their parents.

Communism has reduced the frequency of parental
punishment, The parents have less t ime for their
children and are less able to supervise their
activities., I think that physical punishment has
also declined under Cormmunism, They age at which
punishment is abandoned has %m also been influenced
by Communism because children in genersal are

forced to seek employment and support themselved
much earlier than before,

Under Communism physical punishment was banned
in schools. In its place the Communists intro-
duced scolding and attempted to influence the
child by convinelng him that he committed =xume
a wrong thing, '

The characteristics which I most value in a
friend are sincerity,willingness to help,and
confidence, I don't think Communism effected
fLxmkx friendships much.,

THE END




