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ELECTRIC AND NATURAL GAS VEHICLES 

 
DO STATE STATUTES ADDRESS REGULATORY ISSUES RELATED TO NATURAL GAS AND ELECTRIC 
VEHICLES?  

• House Bill 12-1258, codified at §40-1-103.3, C.R.S. clarified that persons reselling electricity for 
use in alternative fuel vehicle charging are not subject to regulation as a public utility (i.e., are 
not subject to PUC regulation). This legislation also required that electric vehicle fueling 
retailers must purchase electricity from the utility.  This had already addressed this for natural 
gas fueling.  §40-1-103(2)(c)(4), C.R.S. 

 

HAS THE COMMISSION INVESTIGATED ISSUES RELATED TO ELECTRIC AND NATURAL GAS VEHICLES?  
• On August 31, 2011, the Commission opened an investigatory docket (Docket No. 11I-704EG) to 

look into issues related to electric and natural gas vehicles in Colorado. The Commission sought 
stakeholder input on market growth and policies related to electric vehicles (EVs) and natural 
gas vehicles (NGVs) in Colorado.  The Commission anticipates closing this docket and issues 
any conclusions or recommendations early in 2013.  

• The Commission presented questions to stakeholders that covered the following broad topic 
areas: 

o The current state of  the electric and natural gas vehicle markets in Colorado 
o Regulatory issues for deployment of alternative fuel vehicles 
o Rate design for electric vehicle charging and natural gas fueling stations 
o Potential business models for EV charging 

• While the Commissions has not issued the final conclusions in its inquiry, we offer the following 
preliminary thoughts to the legislature: 

o Through its investigation, the Commission concluded that its most likely role in 
regulating matters related to NGV deployment is setting rates for natural gas sales to 
fueling stations. 

o The Commission believes that the rate of entrance of EVs (including PHEVs) into 
Colorado remains unclear. Therefore it is best to let the market mature before taking 
regulatory action. However, we anticipate that the following are areas where the 
Commission may provide guidance to investor-owned utilities as the market develops: 
 Electric vehicle integration plans 
 Metering infrastructure 
 Rate design 
 Demand response related to EV charging 

o We note that all of these issues fall directly into the Commission’s ordinary course of 
business of regulating investor-owned utilities. 

 


