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The Southwest Landfill  

•  Over the years following the closure of the 
Denver Ordnance Plant, GSA and other agencies 
disposed of miscellaneous wastes, including 
building and road demolition debris, in the far 
southwest corner of the DFC, at West Alameda just 
east of South Union Boulevard.  As a consequence, 
the state health department considers this area a 
landfill, and one of the areas on the DFC subject to 
environmental cleanup.   

•  The area was initially investigated in 2005-2007.  
Low levels of common chemicals were found in 
the waste, soil, ground water, and surface water.  
Asbestos-containing materials were also found. 

 

What you need to know about the soils cleanup at Parcel C: 
The southwest portion of the Denver Federal Center contains an old landfill used to dispose of construction 
debris and fill dirt from Denver Federal Center redevelopment.  The landfill is in an area known as St. 
Anthony’s Parcel C, and is being remediated in accordance with a consent order with the state of Colorado.  
The property will be used by St. Anthony’s when the cleanup is complete. 
 

  There are areas that contain asbestos contaminated soil that require special equipment and handling.  
Workers closest to and working directly in these areas are required to wear respirators and special Tyvek® 
suits to prevent respiratory or skin exposures to asbestos. 

 
  The air around the areas containing asbestos contaminated soil is being monitored for fugitive asbestos 
fibers, and workers are wearing sampling pumps to monitor the air in their breathing zone. 

 

  No asbestos fibers have left the immediate areas containing asbestos contaminated soils, nor has 
asbestos been detected in any worker breathing zone. 

 
  Asbestos contaminated soils shipped offsite for appropriate disposal are wrapped and sealed in weighted 
plastic and sent to a fully licensed solid waste landfill. 

 
  Asbestos contaminated soils in the ground are kept sufficiently wet (when work is in progress) or sprayed 
with magnesium chloride (when work has discontinued) to prevent impacting public health or the 
environment.  

 
 There are areas of staged clean dirt which will be used to back fill the area once excavation is complete, and 
another area that is a project parking lot covered with a road base material.  These areas can create dust 
during high wind events. 

 

  There is no dust coming from piles or bare soil that may contain asbestos. 

What type of cleanup work and construction is 
happening in the Southwest Landfill?  

•  To prevent any of the disposed wastes from 
migrating to groundwater, surface water, or air, 
some waste will be excavated and an engineered 
soil cover, often referred to as a landfill cap, will 
be installed.  This is the proposed cleanup strategy 
for the landfill, as documented in the “Corrective 
Measures Work Plan.”  

•  In addition to the landfill cap, additional 
construction on “Parcel C” within the next 24 
months will include 1) Routt Street, connecting the 
hospital to West Alameda Avenue, 2) an improved 
McIntyre Gulch, recontoured and landscaped, and  



3) a parking lot at the far north end for overflow 
hospital parking, all necessary to support the main 
development of the Hospital on “Parcel B.”  

How is the cleanup being conducted? 

•  Corrective Action activities at the Southwest 
Landfill are being conducted under a Corrective 
Measures Work Plan approved by the state health 
department prior to work commencement.    

•  The Work Plan includes a Material Management 
Plan (MMP) that outlines proper handling 
procedures for waste removed from the landfill.  

•  The MMP includes a Soil Characterization and 
Management Plan (SCMP), which details 
engineering controls, operating procedures, 
monitoring requirements and disposal requirements 
needed to protect human health and the 
environment during the disturbance of asbestos-
contaminated soil (ACS).  These requirements 
comply with the Colorado Solid Waste Regulations 
(Regulations Pertaining to Solid Waste and 
Facilities [6 CCR 1007-2]). 

•  During all intrusive work, water is applied to the 
soil and/or waste to prevent the release of asbestos 
fibers.   

•  Areas with soil or waste material with asbestos, 
at which no intrusive activities are taking place, are 
kept adequately wet or are stabilized with 
magnesium chloride to prevent the release of 
asbestos fibers. 

Project History 

•  During World War II, the Denver Federal Center 
(DFC) was the site of the Denver Ordnance Plant.  
Over the years, following the closure of the Denver 
Ordnance Plant, several of the federal agencies at 
the DFC disposed of miscellaneous wastes, 
including building and road demolition debris, at 
the Southwest Landfill.   

•  The wastes in the Southwest Landfill have been 
characterized for a wide range of hazardous 
constituents during site investigations and 
determined to be solid waste known to contain 
asbestos. 

•  Due to the variety of historical activities at the 
Denver Federal Center (DFC) and its long history, 
the U.S. General Services Administration (GSA) is 
required by the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment to investigate and clean 
up environmental contamination at the DFC.  

Colorado’s Solid Waste Regulations define 
asbestos-contaminated soil (ACS) as “soil 
containing any amount of asbestos.”   
 
→ In contrast, other state and federal regulatory 
programs regulate asbestos based on the definition of 
asbestos-containing material (ACM), which is “any 
material that contains more than one percent (1%) 
asbestos by weight, area or volume.” 
 
→ To date, the majority of the material that has been 
excavated at the site has not contained suspect ACM; 
therefore, while much of the soil being handled at the 
site meets the stringent definition of ACS in the 
Colorado Solid Waste Regulations, it would not meet 
the definition of ACM used by other regulatory 
programs.  

•  Environmental investigations and cleanup of the 
DFC are being conducted by the GSA in 
compliance with state health department 
regulations and requirements.   

•  The major investigations and cleanups on the 
site have been completed or are underway.  The 
southwest corner of the DFC is one of these major 
projects.  The area is variously referred to as the 
“Southwest Landfill,” “the Hospital Phase II 
Area,” or “Parcel C.” 

 

For More Information, Please Contact: 
 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment  
 
Dave Walker, Environmental Protection Specialist    Jeannine Natterman, Public Information Officer 
David.Walker@state.co.us          Jeannine.Natterman@state.co.us
303-692-3354             303-692-3303 
 

Colleen Brisnehan, Environmental Protection Specialist 
Colleen.Brisnehan@state.co.us
303-692-3357 
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