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Due to a variety of historical activities at the Denver Federal Center (DFC) and its long history, the U.S. 
General Services Administration (GSA) is required by the Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment to investigate and clean up environmental contamination at DFC. Environmental 
investigations and cleanup of DFC are being conducted by GSA in compliance with state of Colorado 
regulations and state health department requirements.  The major investigations and cleanups on the site 
have been completed or are underway.   

Project Background  

There are three (3) large grassy mounds located in 
the southeast corner of the DFC, near the 
intersection of Kipling St. and Alameda Ave.  The 
mounds are thought to have been created by 
stockpiling excess soil from the excavation of 
basements for new DFC buildings and possibly 
demolition of old buildings.  The piles were placed 
to create a visual and sound screen for the DFC.  
The southeast corner of the DFC is scheduled for 
development in the near future and the mounds 
must be removed/leveled to support future use.  
 
What type of work will be done?  

From approximately mid-June through 
September 2010 - a large number of earth moving 
machines and large dump trucks will be working in 
the southeast corner of the DFC to remove/level 
the mounds.  The work will be conducted from 
6:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  
Tracked excavators will be removing the soil 
mounds and front-end loaders and road graders 
will be spreading and leveling the soil.  Dump 
trucks will be entering and leaving the DFC 
through the main gate on Kipling Street on a 
regular basis. 
 
* What you need to know:  When investigating 
the DFC, pieces of asbestos were identified in the 
soil mounds located at the southeast corner of the 
facility next to Alameda St. and Kipling St.  Prior 
to and during the removal of the mounds and 
grading of the area, the soil in the mounds will be  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

visually inspected and/or sampled for the presence 
of asbestos.  Any soil contaminated with asbestos 
will be properly disposed offsite at a permitted 
landfill.   

Soil from the mounds that has been determined to 
be clean based on rigorous inspection and testing 
will be used in the final grading. Strict dust control 
measures will be in place during the soil removal 
to minimize the generation of dust in general, and 
dust that might carry asbestos in particular.  This 
will be accomplished using water sprayers 
mounted to the buckets of excavating equipment 
and workers using hoses to wet down the 
excavated soil.  To ensure the public’s safety, air 
monitoring will be conducted during this period.  
Less stringent, but regulated, dust control will be  
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instituted during the spreading of clean soil and 
grading of clean areas where asbestos 
contaminated soil isn’t being disturbed. 
 
* What you may see:  Soil removal workers and 
workers wrapping plastic around loaded dump 
trucks may be wearing personal protective 
equipment (including white overall suits and 
respirators), as necessary, to ensure that they 
aren’t exposed to any asbestos dust in the event 
that small amounts of asbestos dust is created in 
spite of dust control measures.  Residential and 
commercial areas adjacent to this part of the 
DFC will not be in any danger of asbestos 
exposure from this work.  Air monitoring will be 
conducted next to the work areas and dust 
control measures will be immediately upgraded 

if dust is generated in the work area.  Air 
monitoring will also be conducted to 
demonstrate that no releases of asbestos dust 
have occurred beyond the immediate excavation 
area.  
 
How will this work be regulated?  

All of the work activities are being conducted in 
accordance with plans approved by the state health 
department.  The state health department will have 
inspectors on-site nearly full time during project 
start-up to ensure that the plans are being followed 
and that the proposed dust control procedures are 
working.  The state health department inspectors 
will work closely with GSA and project contractors 
to ensure that the work is completed in a safe and 
protective manner.  

 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
-- Your health and safety are top priorities to GSA and the State.  Therefore, the cleanup areas are 
closed to public access.   
-- The entrances to these areas are currently posted with “Do Not Enter” signs.     
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Who can I contact with questions or concerns? 
 

Mr. John Kleinschmidt, GSA DFC Environmental Program Manager - 303-236-8000, ext. 5030 
 
Ms. Jeannine Natterman, Public Information Officer 
Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, 303-692-3303 




