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DISCLAIMER  

This Statewide Water Quality Management Plan represents a compilation of internally 
and externally-derived information, including information produced by a variety of 
public and other outside sources.  As such, the Colorado Department of Public Health 
and Environment makes no representations or warranties of any kind, express or 
implied, about the completeness, accuracy, reliability, or suitability with respect to any 
information derived from such outside sources.  In no event shall the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment be liable to anyone for special, 
incidental, consequential, or exemplary damages incurred due to reliance on such 
information. 
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Executive Summary 
 
The Statewide Water Quality Management Plan (SWQMP) is intended to be a living document 
that provides a framework for water quality planning based on federal regulations at section 
130.6 of title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR 130.6). Within this watershed 
framework, comprehensive information about current statewide water quality is presented to 
assist water policymakers, managers, and others in setting priorities, developing strategies, and 
evaluating the progress of water quality protection and restoration efforts. The water quality 
information is based on readily available, peer reviewed water quality information, particularly 
the data in the 2010 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report (2010 
Integrated Report or Clean Water Act (CWA) section 305(b) report)1. In addition to the 
statewide aggregation of data, the SWQMP also presents water quality data at a basin scale. This 
information is incorporated into the 40 CFR 130.6 framework as “Basin Plans.”  
 
The other elements defined in 40 CFR 130.6 complete the foundation for the SWQMP and 
present information about water quality management agencies, effluent limitations, total 
maximum daily loads, municipal and industrial waste treatment, nonpoint source management 
and control, water quality management plan implementation measures, dredge and fill, and 
groundwater. These elements are primarily discussed at a programmatic level, with focus placed 
on summarizing Water Quality Control Division (WQCD) activities. Existing documents that 
provide information about how the elements help direct implementation activities in the state are 
incorporated by reference. A schematic of this framework is provided in exhibit 2-3 in chapter 2. 
 
Therefore, this first edition of the SWQMP: 

 Provides a comprehensive information resource for water policymakers and managers to 
serve as a foundation for setting priorities, developing strategies, and evaluating the progress 
of water quality restoration, maintenance, and protection activities previously undertaken. 

 Fulfills the requirements of 40 CFR 130.6 as required by the CWA to develop water quality 
management plans. These plans are to be developed in accordance with CWA sections 208 
(areawide waste treatment management) and 303 (water quality standards and 
implementation plans). They are used to direct implementation and are updated based on 
water quality problems identified in CWA section 305(b) reports. The state’s Continuing 
Planning Process2 for water quality management identifies the process and schedule for 
revising the water quality management plan. 

 Provides a summary of current statewide water quality and includes a discussion of state 
classifications and standards for surface water, known impairments, and known pollutant 
sources based primarily on the state’s latest CWA section 305(b) report. 

 Provides a summary of state groundwater classifications and standards and identifies the 
state’s wetland resources as indicated in the National Wetlands Inventory. 

                                                 
1 The Integrated Reports are prepared by the WQCD on a biennial basis and are approved by the WQCC as 
Regulation No. 93: Colorado’s Section 303(d) List of Impaired Waters and Monitoring and Evaluation List, 5 CCR 
1002-93 (WQCC 2010b; WQCD 2010a). 
2 Regulation No. 23: Regulations for State of Colorado Continuing Planning Process, 5 CCR 1002-23, sets forth the 
legal and regulatory objectives and requirements of the program, organizational structure, intergovernmental 
decision-making process, and time relationships required to accomplish the objectives and requirements. 
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 Provides a summary of strategies for improving water quality, including contemporary green 
strategies that will also save water and/or energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
consistent with the goals of the Colorado Climate Action Plan. 

 Provides a basin plan for each of Colorado’s seven major river basins: Arkansas, Colorado, 
Green, San Juan, Rio Grande, Platte, and Republican. These plans: 

 Provide a summary of readily available public information regarding each basin’s 
physical location and setting, ecology, climate, land ownership, land cover/uses, and 
hydrography and hydrology.  

 Provide a snapshot of current water quality use classifications and standards, known 
impairments, and known pollutant. 

 Identify projected treatment upgrades based on the state’s latest Intended Use Plan3. 
 Identify implemented CWA section 319 nonpoint source grant projects from the 

previous five years to address water quality problems.  
 Summarize other strategies that have been implemented and that have been identified 

under the state’s total maximum daily loads completed to date.  
 
However, the SWQMP does NOT:  

 Replace existing water quality management documents and reports. It simply draws from 
these materials and synthesizes the information at different scales using a variety of 
communication tools (e.g., GIS maps, tables, diagrams, and narrative text). 

 Provide conclusions, recommendations, or establish policy. 
 Comprehensively link each specific impairment or problem to sources and strategies except 

where this information is known.  
 Specify measures of success for various strategies. 

 
The WQCD proposes to use this version of the SWQMP as the foundation for longer-term, 
iterative, statewide water quality planning. Future updates to the SWQMP will focus on the 
separate basins in the year following the associated standards triennial review hearing. This 
approach provides for the latest water quality information and data to be integrated into the 
SWQMP. For the year following the Regulation No. 31 Basic Standards and Methodologies for 
Surface Water, 5 CCR 1002-31, rulemaking hearing, efforts would concentrate on the non-basin 
specific portions of the SWQMP, and scheduling of an Administrative Action Hearing with the 
WQCC to review and approve the five years of cumulative updates.  
 
Both the WQCC and the WQCD are aware of many other water quality data sources. 
Organizations and other parties with water quality data are encouraged to get involved in “calls 
for data” for the biennially completed CWA section 305(b) reports. The data sources that are 
used in forthcoming CWA section 305(b) reports will subsequently be used in future iterations 
of the SWQMP.  

                                                 
3 The Intended Use Plan in Regulation No. 51: State of Colorado Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund Rules, 5 
CCR 1002-51, drives the implementation schedule and priorities for the WQCD’s financial solutions unit for 
processing grant and loan applications under the Water Pollution Control Revolving Fund and the Domestic 
Wastewater Treatment and Drinking Water Grant Program (WQCC 2009b). 
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MOS    margin of safety 
MRP    Measurable Results Program 
MS4    municipal separate storm sewer system 
NIWQP    National Irrigation Water Quality Program 
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