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Summary of this Toolkit
Today more than ever, there is a need to provide options that allow all children, including 
those with disabilities, to walk and bicycle to and from school safely. Many communities 

struggle with traffic congestion around schools and motor vehicle emissions polluting the 
environment. At the same time, children in general engage in less physical activity, which 
can contribute to the prevalence of childhood obesity. At first glance, these problems may 

seem to be separate issues, but Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs can address all 
these challenges through a coordinated action plan.

Use this toolkit to help build a SRTS Coalition in your community and help get more kids 
walking and biking to school!

Ryan Elementary - Jefferson County Schools
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INTRODUCTION TO SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL
THE HEALTH & SAFETY TRANSPORTATION NEXUS

The Decline of Walking & Biking
Not long ago, children routinely moved around their neighborhoods by foot or by bicycle, and that was often 
how they traveled to and from school. That is no longer the case. More and more children are being driven to 
school by parents/caregivers, or bussed, causing traffic congestion around school grounds, increased motor 
vehicle emissions in the air, increased time for drop-off and pick-up, and fewer physically active children.
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· In 1969, 48% of children 5-14 years old walked or bicycled to school.

· In 2009, 13% of children 5-14 years old walked or bicycled to school.

A survey from the CDC of 1,588 adults shows the Top 5 Barriers to walking and bicycling to school are:
1. Distance to School

In 1969, 41% of K-8th grade students lived within one mile from the school. In 2009, that number 
declined to 31% of students living within one mile from the school.

2. Traffic-related danger
For fear of their child getting injured from traffic-related accidents, many parents have taken to the road 
to get their kids to school. In fact, 25% of the morning rush hour traffic comes from parents taking their 
kids to school. This increased congestion on the roads and around school campus can create increased 
traffic-related incidents. 

3. Weather
While the weather has not changed since a generation ago when so many children walked or bicycled, 
contemporary social norms have, whereby Americans have grown more accustomed to driving for 
almost every trip. 

4. Crime danger
A real issue for some communities, crime danger can be addressed through effective Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) programs and neighborhood watch programs. 

5. Opposing school policy
Some school policies may prohibit children from walking and bicycling to school, this stems from safety 
concerns for students. Rather, the solution may be to address the safety issues instead of permanently 
prohibiting walking and bicycling to school. 



Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs can improve safety, not just for children, but for the entire 
community. Encouraging children to walk and bike to school more often reduces congestion and pollution 
around our schools and helps form community partnerships. It also provides opportunities for students, 
teachers, and parents to increase their physical activity and improve public health.

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program funding in the Loveland community has allowed the 

City’s Public Works and Engineering Department to address transportation issues that had 

previously gone unaddressed. Through the effort of dedicated employees and parents, we 

have been able to evaluate and appreciate the issues facing families in their efforts to lead 

healthy active lives and teach their children to do the same. The City has established a SRTS 

program that encompasses the Five E’s (Education, Encouragement, Enforcement, Engineering, 

and Evaluation), and promotes safe travel to and from school by encouraging walking, biking, 

carpooling, and safe driving. The program has also helped the Public Works and Engineering 

Department connect with school administrators, health advocates, parents, and students to 

better understand the barriers to walking and bicycling in our community.

-Shelley Aschenbrenner, Resident Engineer, City of Loveland Public Works/Public
Engineering Department and Safe Routes to School Program Coordinator

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAMS
ARE PART OF THE SOLUTION

Bicycle Colorado
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The National Center for Safe Routes to 
School (www.saferoutesinfo.org) describes 
five elements of the Safe Routes to 
School program (also known as the 5 E’s): 
Education, Encouragement, Enforcement, 
Engineering and Evaluation (5 E’s) that 
can serve as a guide in developing a Safe 
Routes to School Program (SRTS). Ideally, a 
comprehensive SRTS program consists of 
multiple 5 E’s projects that are implemented 
over time (e.g., throughout the school year, 
and/or continuing from one school year 
to the next). Because the needs of every 
community are unique, each community or 
individual school may choose to emphasize 
different components of the 5 E’s to make 
its program work. Some schools have 
worked with engineering to build sidewalks or painted crosswalks to enhance safety; while others have 
focused on education or encouragement by starting programs such as Frequent Walker Clubs to motivate 
children to be active. Regardless of the focus, safety is the first concern.

Education
Education is one of the complimentary strategies that are vital to the success of a SRTS 
program. Education activities focus on teaching pedestrian, bicyclist and traffic safety skills and 
creating awareness of the benefits and goals of SRTS. Education efforts align with engineering 
and enforcement but most closely align with encouragement efforts. As students participate 
in education programming, they may be offered incentives or rewards to excite them and 
encourage ongoing participation. Any time a change is made to the built environment (i.e., 
engineering) an education component should be included to teach students, parents, and 
community members about the change. 

Students, parents and families, and neighbors are all different audiences that can be the focus 
of education programming either in receiving and/or providing related education. Don’t forget 
the needs of children and adults who do not speak English as a first language; individuals with 
vision, hearing or mobility impairments; and students across all income levels. Activities can 
include school-based education as well as activities that are provided before and after school, 
and in the community.

ELEMENTS OF A SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM

Gunnison Bike Ped Council
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Encouragement

Enforcement

Encouragement strategies generate excitement about walking and biking to and from school. 
They focus on fun and enjoyment and can reward students for participating. Encouragement 
activities are important to incorporate into your SRTS program because they can be provided 
at low or no cost and can jump start a community’s and/or school’s interest in walking and 
bicycling.

Special events such as Walk to School Day can create an air of excitement and celebration. 
Contests and mileage clubs increase walking and biking by making it fun and rewarding. 
Ongoing activities held throughout the year such as walking school buses, bike trains, and 
park-and-walk options give more children the opportunity to walk or bike. 

Incentive items that reward students for participating in walking and biking activities often 
help motivate students to get started and can be an important encouragement strategy. These 
don’t have to be expensive or excessive. Great results have been achieved by providing items 
as simple as stickers or pencils.

Enforcement includes strategies that can help to change unsafe behaviors of all road users - 
drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists - to obey traffic laws and share the road safely. Enforcement 
activities teach pedestrians and bicyclists to walk and bicycle safely and pay attention to their 
environment. They are also related to enforcement of policies and rules that encourage walking 
and biking to and from school.

Often people think of enforcement as police officers writing tickets, but as it relates to SRTS 
programs, enforcement involves a network of community members working to promote safe 
driving, walking and bicycling. Community members can include police officers such as traffic 
officers or school resource officers, but they also include parents, neighbors and school staff 
who enforce safe behaviors through safety awareness and education, enforcing rules for safe 
walking (e.g., safe street crossing with crossing guards, wearing a helmet) and policies (e.g., 
wellness policies), and ticketing for dangerous behaviors such as speeding. An adult crossing 
guard program is another example of an enforcement strategy.
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Engineering

Evaluation

Children cannot walk and bike safely to and from school if the physical environment does not 
allow or encourage it. Engineering addresses the built environment with projects that can 
create safer places to walk or bike and can also influence the way people behave. Engineering 
strategies can include the construction of new sidewalks or paths, traffic control devices or 
other means to create safer crossings and slow traffic. They include both low-cost measures 
(e.g., crosswalk painting, signage and street striping to slow traffic) as well as higher-cost capital 
measures (e.g., sidewalk construction, reconstruction of street crossings, and speed devices). 

Transportation engineers, city planners and architects are important members of your 
coalition when you are considering changes to the built environment. Before determining 
whether or not to design an engineering project and what type of project to implement, it is 
important to determine what safety problems exist on the various walking/bicycling routes to 
school.

While evaluation is often listed last, it should be discussed from the very beginning of your 
SRTS program. It is important to identify your underlying problem(s) so that proper solutions 
can be addressed. 

Every SRTS program, no matter the size, can benefit from evaluation. For local programs, 
evaluation allows for making sure that the underlying problem is identified so that proper 
strategies to address the problem are picked; setting reasonable expectations about what the 
program can do; identifying changes that will improve the program; and determining if the 
program is having the desired results.

Arkansas Elementary School, Aurora, CO – Bicycle Colorado
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STEPS TO CREATING A SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRAM

Safe Routes to School (SRTS) programs can improve safety, not just for children, but for the entire 
community. Encouraging children to walk and bike to school more often reduces congestion and pollution 
around our schools and helps form community partnerships. It also provides opportunities for students, 
teachers and parents to increase their physical activity and improve public health.

1. Bring together the right people.
2. Hold a kick-off meeting.
3. Gather information and identify issues.
4. Identify solutions.
5. Make a plan.
6. Act on the plan.
7. Fund the plan.
8. Evaluate, make improvements and
    keep moving, keep meeting.

8 Steps to a Safe Routes to School Program

As you work through these 8 steps, please remember
the 5 E’s as they will be referenced throughout!

EDUCATE ENCOURAGE ENGINEERENFORCE EVALUATE

www.pedbikeimages.org - Dan Burden

99



• Consider whether the group wants to plan for SRTS in a single school, district-wide or at another level.   
You may require different levels of experts depending on the answer.

• Look for existing groups where a SRTS program is a natural fit. Is there already a city or school district   
safety committee, PTA, school site council, groups that represent the disabled, wellness council or a   
pedestrian and bicycle advisory board? If so, can SRTS become an initiative under these groups?

• If no group exists, don’t let that stop you! Form a SRTS coalition! Here’s a list of possible key people that  
can help make your SRTS coalition a success.

Different communities will find different organizations and individuals ready to be involved. This list is not 
exhaustive, but is intended to provide ideas for the creation of a well-rounded group that represents a wide 
range of interests and expertise that are related to SRTS. Coalition members can help in many different 
ways. Some will want to be involved as part of the planning team, some will only want to volunteer for 
specific events or tasks, and some you will want to keep informed about the coalition’s progress. Use the 
chart on the next page to identify how your coalition members can support your SRTS program.

Step 1 – Bring Together The Right People

Tips To Get Started

Potential SRTS Coalition Members

Teamwork is the underpinning of any successful community program. Start your SRTS program by 
identifying people who want to make walking and bicycling to school safe and appealing for children. Sharing 
concerns, interests and knowledge among a variety of community members with diverse expertise can 
enable groups to tackle many different issues.

School Community Local Government
• Principal or other administrator
• Parents and students, including those   
   with disabilities
• Teachers (PE or health are a good
   place to start)
• PTA/PTO representative
• School nurse
• School district transportation director
• School improvement team or site
  council member
• Adult school crossing guards
• Special Education teacher

• Community members

• Neighborhood or community   

   association members

• Local businesses

• Local pedestrian, bicycle and   

  safety advocates or clubs

• Groups representing people with  

   disabilities

• Local healthcare professional,   

  injury prevention or education   

  coordinator

• Mayor’s office or council member
• Transportation or traffic engineer
• Local planner
• Public health professional
• Public works representative
• Law enforcement officer
• State or local pedestrian and   
   bicycle coordinator
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Who will be part 
of the Planning 

Team?

Who can we 
recruit as 

Volunteers?

Who do we want 
to enlist as SRTS 

Supporters?

Who will we 
need to keep 

informed?

SCHOOL
Principals and Administrators

Teachers including PE 
and Health Teachers

Transportation Director

PTA/PTO Representatives

Parents

School Nurse

School Improvement Team Member

Adult School Crossing Guards

Special Education Teacher

Students

Other:

COMMUNITY
Community Members

Neighborhood Association Members

Local Businesses

Sponsors

Local Bicycle/Pedestrian Safety 
Advocates or clubs

Groups Representing People with 
Disabilities

Local Healthcare Professional, Injury 
Prevention or Education Coordinator

Other:

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Mayor or Council Member

Transportation or Traffic Engineer

Local Planner

Public Health Professional

Public Works Representative

Law Enforcement Officer

Parks/Recreation Officials

Pedestrian/Bicycle Coordinator

Other:

Who Can Support A Safe Routes To School Program?
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Step 2 – Hold A Kick-off Meeting

Create Your Goal Statement

The kick-off meeting has three main goals:
1. To introduce potential coalition members to SRTS – Provide a presentation on SRTS programs, 

including issues and strategies related to education, encouragement, enforcement, engineering, 
and evaluation. Use this no-cost resource: www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes 

2. To create a goal for your coalition – Consider asking each group member to share his/her goal 
for the school five years in the future. You may hear things like: “a school with fewer cars at the 
entrance”, “more active children”, or “safe walkways”. The important thing for this discussion is to 
focus on the positive – what would the group like to have – not what is wrong. 

3. To generate next steps – Using a SWOT Analysis (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and 
Threats) and by gathering data and further information, the group can then discuss the 
appropriate next steps and the best way to work toward their goal. This may include forming 
committees to separate out the tasks.

The overall goal of SRTS is to get more kids biking and walking safely to and from school. Your coalition may 
wish to modify this to fit the needs of your community.

Possible Goal Statements
Number of Coalition 
Members who agree  
with these goals

Over the next year, we will work to...

Create a SRTS coalition

Plan for SRTS district-wide

Develop a safe walking and/or biking action plan

Educate schools, parents, and key community members about Safe Routes to School

Other:

Use these optional goal statements below to get your group started.
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Conducting A SWOT Analysis

Coalition Building Worksheet: SWOT Analysis

A SWOT Analysis is a useful technique for understanding your Strengths and Weaknesses, and for 
identifying the Opportunities open to you and the Threats you face. The analysis allows you to see where 
you are and where you can go with your coalition. Identification of SWOTs are important because they 
can inform later steps in planning to achieve the coalition’s objectives.

TIP – Strengths and weaknesses are often internal to your organization, while opportunities and threats 
generally relate to external factors in your community. Work with your group during your kick-off 
meeting to complete a project SWOT analysis for your SRTS program. Your SWOT analysis can help you 
develop your action plan after you have completed your information gathering (Step 3).
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Step 3 – Gather Information & Identify Issues

Data Collection Strategies

Information gathering is one of the more critical steps in ensuring your coalition is successful at building a 
SRTS program. Collecting information can help identify needed program elements, and provide a means to 
measure the impact of the program later. You can gather information in a couple of ways:

1. Look at walking and bicycling conditions for students.
a. Collect traffic counts and speed and injury data to help identify driver-related safety issues.
b. Do a walking audit of your school. Walk around the school as a group during arrival or dismissal  

time to observe activities and to better understand the issues. How are students crossing the 
streets? What is the traffic doing? What is the condition of sidewalks? Think about safety and 
accessibility, and potential solutions. More information on walking audits is discussed in the  
next section.

c. Find out about existing policies that may make it easier or more difficult to walk or bicycle 
to school.

2. Determine how many children currently walk or bicycle to school. The school may already know this.
a. Survey students to determine how often they bicycle or walk to school.
b. Survey parents to understand their attitudes towards walking or bicycling to school, and to 

identify barriers that need to be addressed.

During your initial kick-off meeting, you can discuss how your coalition will go about collecting important 
information to help inform your decision-making. Below are some data collection strategies and resources.

Student Travel Tally Sheet
This form will help measure how students get to and from school. It is also useful in seeing whether your 
SRTS Program affects trips to and from school. Teachers use this form to record specific information about 
how children arrive and depart from school for two days during one week. The information this form collects 
is also being used to track the success of SRTS programs across the country. You can hand tabulate your 
results or send the forms to the National Center for SRTS for entry, and provide a summary report. (See 
appendix for more information) www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/evaluation-student-class-travel-tally

Parent Surveys
This survey asks for information regarding whether parents allow their children to walk or bike to school, 
the presence of key safety-related conditions along routes to school, and related background information. 
The survey results will help determine how to improve opportunities for children to walk or bike to school, 
and measure parental attitude changes as local SRTS programs occur. Information on how to administer the 
survey and obtain a report can be found at this website and in the Appendix. 
www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/evaluation-parent-survey
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School Commute Patterns/Traffic Counts
Choose a fair weather day in the middle of the week to do a baseline traffic count. Determine how many 
entrances there are to the school property (including those accessed by pedestrians and bicyclists) and 
station a volunteer (or two) at each entrance to undertake the counts. Count each bicyclist, pedestrian and 
car that enters the designated school zone. Be sure to include cars that are picking up or dropping off. If 
possible, note drop off sites and general vehicle speeds. Additionally, a representative of your local law 
enforcement agency, your community planner or traffic engineer are also good resources. They may be able 
to help with a traffic count or access possible existing traffic information. Follow-up traffic counts around 
schools can help you determine if your programs are working to reduce school related traffic.

School Policies
Some schools may have walking and bicycling policies. It is important to check in with the school principal to 
find out if there is any policy that relates to walking or bicycling. It is also important to ask if the school has 
any other transportation-related policies in place (e.g., such as a remote drop-off site for parents). Is there 
a policy at the school about age or grade when a student can bike to school? Does the school have a policy/
rule about helmets?

Anecdotal Data
It is important to solicit input from teachers and school staff regarding student attitudes, unsafe behaviors 
and other concerns. An appropriate time to solicit such input could be at a school staff meeting. A short 
presentation on the Safe Routes to School program can be made with time for comment by teachers and 
staff. This is also a good time to find out if teachers typically teach bicycle and pedestrian safety skills.

It is also important to seek input from the neighborhood around the school. A similar presentation could be 
made at a local neighborhood association meeting, or going door-to-door to the neighbors in the immediate 
school zone area. If a Safe Routes to School workshop is being offered, an invitation can be extended to the 
neighborhood and any related local groups (e.g., local bicycle group) to attend.

Walkability and Bikeability Checklists/Audits
These checklists will help give insight into the walkability and bikeability of a neighborhood. They contain 
insightful questions, allowing the user to evaluate a neighborhood’s walkability and bikeability. In addition to 
the questions, the Checklist provides both immediate answers and long-term solutions to a neighborhood’s 
potential problems.

www.walkbiketoschool.org/sites/default/files/bikeability_checklist.pdf 
www.walkbiketoschool.org/sites/default/files/walkability_checklist.pdf

Mapping (Base Map and School Site Map)
Some school districts have the ability to indicate student’s homes on a school map with one quarter, one 
half and one mile circles drawn to identify how many students are within walking and biking distance. A base 
map includes the entire area where students could walk or ride to school. A School Site Map is a large map of 
the school property. Possible sources for maps: The municipal or county planning department, public works 
or metropolitan planning organization; The School Master Plan (a map which may have been created when 
the school was built); United States Geological Survey; and, Internet map websites such as Google Earth. 
www.maps.google.com
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Traffic Speeds
There should be posted traffic speeds in or around the school zone so this can easily be noted during a 
walkability or bikeability audit. If no posted speed limit information can be found, then contact the local law 
enforcement agency to determine the legal school zone speed.

Injury and Crime Statistics
Injury data can be obtained from your state’s department of transportation and department of public health 
or local hospital. Crime data can be obtained from your local and/or state police department.

The table below summarizes data collection methods and the information that you can expect to get  
from them.

School Info Walk/Bike 
Routes

Safety 
Issues Attitudes Other 

Assets
Number 

Walking & 
Biking

Barriers to 
Walking & 

Biking

Student travel 
tally √

Parent survey √ √ √ √

Walk and 
bicycle route 
assessment

√ √

Interview with 
principal √ √ √ √ √ √

Community 
survey √ √ √

Stakeholder 
interviews √ √ √ √

Observation of 
student arrival 

& departure
√ √ √

Crash and 
injury data √ √

Student 
attitude surveys √

Group 
discussion with 

parents
√ √ √ √
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Resources and References
·  National Center for Safe Routes to School: 
 www.saferoutesinfo.org

· Safe Routes to School Guide:
 guide.saferoutesinfo.org

· National Highway Traffic Safety Administration:
 www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/bike/Safe-Routes-2002/overview.html
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Step 4 – Identify Solutions

Solutions to issues identified by the group 
will include a combination of education, 
encouragement, engineering and 
enforcement strategies. Safety is the first 
consideration. If it is not safe for children 
to walk and bicycle to school, then 
they should only be encouraged after 
problems are addressed. Some problems 
will require engineering solutions; others 
may require education, encouragement, 
enforcement or a combination of 
strategies. Here the expertise of the 
different partners is especially valuable.
It is likely that the coalition will generate a 
long list of potential ideas and solutions. 
The next step will be easier if the list 
is prioritized. Are some issues more 
critical to address than others? Are there 
“quick wins” that the group can identify 
that would help to generate additional 
enthusiasm early in the program?

• Gain information about how to structure your program to meet the needs of 
each child and family.

• Provide information about barriers to program participation, safety concerns, 
and the location of families.

• Compare the future survey results (ideally, the survey should be conducted again    
at the end of the school year, and annually or bi-annually thereafter) to see how 
many people have changed the way they travel to school since the program 
started.

Once you have gathered information from your Safe 
Routes to School surveys, you can use the results to:

Boulder Valley School District
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Walkability & Bikeability Checklists
When you have completed the Walkability and 
Bikeability Checklists and mapped the routes that your 
students use to get to school, you can create a color 
coded map to indicate:

• General area where children live to show 
relationship to walking or bicycling path.

• Safe street crossings, bus stops, bicycle paths, 
walkways.

• Dangerous areas (unsafe crossings, gang 
hangouts, drug dealing corridors, etc.).

• Identify potential safe and convenient routes to 
and from school on the map.

You can also use the results from your Walkability and Bikeability Checklists to meet with the appropriate 
person at the local public works department to develop a game plan for making improvements.

• Walk along the route and point out concerns you identified while completing the checklist.
• Discuss the problems identified and any others that public works officials noticed.
• Talk about how these problems can be fixed.
• Secure a commitment or appropriate timelines for fixing problems.
• Follow up this meeting with a letter identifying the problems discussed and any corrective actions 

that were agreed upon.

Next browse through the list of potential solutions.
As you do, remember the 5 E’s!

EDUCATE ENCOURAGE ENGINEERENFORCE EVALUATE
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Project & Resource Links Description

Walking School Bus

www.walkbiketoschool.org

guide.saferoutesinfo.org/
encouragement

Create Walking School Bus stops throughout the neighborhood, and 
designate Walk Leaders to lead each group starting at a designated 
time. During a kick-off activity to introduce the Walking School Bus, 
the principal and teachers can greet the kids who arrive by the 
walking bus and give out breakfast treats. The principal can give a 
short speech to the students and parents in an outdoor assembly 
to explain the environmental benefits of biking and walking, rather 
than driving to school.

Bike Train

www.walkbiketoschool.org

guide.saferoutesinfo.org/
encouragement

Students and families are encouraged to meet at a nearby 
neighborhood park to participate in a bike ride to school. When 
kicking off the Bike Train program, the principal or other VIPs can 
join them. Prior to the ride, helmets are checked for a proper fit and 
extra helmets are available for students who don’t have them. On 
the initial group rides to school, they can be greeted by teachers and 
parents where inexpensive incentives, such as stickers or reflective 
gear, can be distributed for participating in the program. PE teachers 
can provide safety education before this type of event takes place. 
Can be loosely structured or highly organized.

Walk/Bike AT School

www.walkbiketoschool.org

Walking at school can be promoted during an assembly or as part 
of a class activity or recess. Student aftercare providers can get 
involved by promoting options for walking or bicycling from school 
to the after-school facility. This type of event is the easiest way to 
include every student. This strategy is ideal for families who live 
too far to walk or bike, families with limited routes for walking and 
bicycling, bus riders and children with disabilities.

Bike Rodeos/Bicycle 
Skills Clinic/Bike 
Safety Training

www.codot.gov/programs/
bikeped/safe-routes/training/
bicycle-rodeo

www.fireupyourfeet.org

A bike rodeo is an event that provides elementary and middle school 
children with the opportunity to learn, practice, and demonstrate 
bike handling skills in a fun, safe, and encouraging atmosphere. 
Numerous obstacle courses are set up with chalk and traffic cones. 
Adult volunteers run each activity station or obstacle course, 
with the objective of teaching the children how to better control 
their bikes. Part of a bike rodeo may involve teaching kids how 
to ride bikes and providing them with bikes to use. The school or 
community can obtain or buy bikes. You will need to provide several 
bikes of various sizes for participants to use during the rodeo. You 
may be able to borrow bikes from people you know or possibly from 
a bike shop.

Implementing 
classroom curricula

CDOT’s Bicycle Safety Lesson 
Plans (3-6)

CDOT’s Pedestrian Safety 
Lesson Plans (K-2)

Implement multiple unit curricula for K-8. Some curricula include 
instruction in PE class and others for core subject areas ideas for 
regular classrooms. This curricula includes classroom education and 
skill building activities. PE classes are typically where these lesson 
plans are used.

All website URLs are also listed in the appendix at the back of the toolkit.

2020

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/encouragement
http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/encouragement
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org
http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/encouragement
http://guide.saferoutesinfo.org/encouragement
http://www.walkbiketoschool.org
http://www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training/bicycle-rodeo
http://www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training/bicycle-rodeo
http://www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training/bicycle-rodeo
http://www.fireupyourfeet.org
https://www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/srts-lesson-plans.html
https://www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/srts-lesson-plans.html
www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/srts-lesson-plans.html
www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/srts-lesson-plans.html


Project & Resource Links Description

In the classroom 
walking and biking 
activity ideas

www.codot.gov/programs/
bikeped/safe-routes

Bring walking and bicycle-themed concepts into the classroom. 
Integrate them into most school subjects and activities. For 
example, create fun brain break activities that can be implemented 
throughout the day.

50+ Event Ideas 
aimed at walking  
or biking

www.walkbiketoschool.org

Use this list to explore ideas from event organizers who have 
registered with Walk to School Day or Bike to School Day. Some of 
the ideas are simple, and others are more complex. Think about 
what fits your event and community.

Mileage Tracking 
Log

www.walkbiketoschool.org

guide.saferoutesinfo.org/
encouragement)

One way to include all students — even those who don’t have a 
safe route to school — is to have students log the miles that they 
walk or bike for transportation outside of school. Providing a way 
for students to track the miles that they have walked or ridden a 
bicycle is a tangible way to chart progress toward a walking or biking 
goal and to build excitement and cooperation among students. 
Different classes or different grades can compete to accumulate 
the most miles. Or, all students in the school can work as a team 
to accumulate miles toward a common goal, such as “Walking and 
Bicycling Across the United States.”

Walking 
Wednesdays

guide.saferoutesinfo.org/
encouragement/using_more_
than_one_encouragement_
strategy.cfm

Another idea to keep the momentum going after Walk to School Day 
is to encourage Walking Wednesdays or Tires ‘N Tennies Tuesdays. 
Whatever name your school gives it, the idea is to designate one 
day per month or one day per week as a Walk/Wheel to School Day. 
Families do not need to make a commitment to walk or wheel every 
day, just on the designated day, giving them opportunities to slowly 
break the driving habit and adjust their schedules accordingly.

Equipment such as 
Bike Racks

Purchase and install bike racks on school campus (Approximate 
average cost is $450/loop rack)

  

Adult Crossing 
Guard Training

www.codot.gov/programs/
bikeped/safe-routes/training/
crossing-guard

Adult Crossing Guards serve a vital function in keeping children 
safe. Adult Crossing Guard Training is an essential step to help 
ensure that Crossing Guards are performing properly. Colorado DOT 
provides an online Train-the-Trainer course using national guidelines 
that provide consistent effective operating standards for guarded 
school crossings across the state.

Walk to School Day 
(October)
Bike to School Day 
(May)

walkbiketoschool.org

International Walk to School Day (October) and Bike to School Day 
(May) are great opportunities to galvanize visibility for walking and 
bicycling to school. These events get children, parents, teachers, and 
community leaders to walk or bike to school together to promote 
being active and making streets more friendly for walking and 
bicycling. Participating in Walk and/or Bike to School Day, Week, 
or Month also provides parents with a chance to experience the 
excitement and safety of their children walking and biking to school.
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Step 5 – Make A Plan

Developing a clear action plan is critical to the success of a SRTS program. In addition to serving as a road 
map, taking the time to think through a plan provides many benefits, including:

• Team camaraderie – The process of developing an 
action plan together will make the team feel more 
invested.

• Group brainstorming – Each team member brings 
different skills to the table; action plans will be 
clearer and more inclusive when everyone plays a 
role in their development.

• Clear communication – Everyone will understand 
project goals, what he or she is expected to do and 
what the timeline is for accomplishing those tasks. 
This reduces confusion and potential conflicts.

• A timeline – Written timelines help keep everyone on 
the same page and keep tasks moving forward. 

Your plan should be developed after analyzing the data that you gathered about walking and biking 
around your schools, prioritizing the issues you want to address, developing your objectives, and creating 
your activities and actions around the goals that your coalition developed. A SRTS plan does not need to 
be lengthy, but should include the encouragement, enforcement, education, and engineering strategies; 
SMART objectives; a time schedule for each part of these strategies; and an explanation of how the 
program will be evaluated. Strategies that can be implemented early will help the group feel successful 
and can build momentum and support for long-term activities. Be sure to include fun activities – they’re a 
great way to provide encouragement!

Planning for a program, and the evaluation of that program, is made easier by carefully creating objectives 
that include specific information about what is to happen to whom by when in what amount. Following 
the “SMART” objectives (Specific, Measurable, Attainable, Relevant and Time-phased) can be very helpful 
in this process. Below is a guide to understanding SMART:

PLANNING A SMART OBJECTIVE
S – Specific What is your activity? Who is it for?

M – Measurable Can you count or measure the outcomes of your activity?

A – Attainable Can you realistically accomplish your intended activity in the proposed time frame 
with the resources available?

R – Relevant Is your activity meeting the needs of your students and your school?

T – Time-phased By when do you expect to accomplish this objective?

Arkansas Elementary School, Aurora, CO – Bicycle Colorado
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Find this full page Action Plan template at the end of this toolkit!
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Step 6 – Act On The Plan

Your coalition is formed, you have gathered information and identified solutions to getting more kids to 
walk and bike to school. Now it’s time to take your action plan and implement it! As you get ready to act on 
your plan, here are some tips for implementation:

• Be sure to rely on your fellow coalition members and delegate responsibilities. This gives your 
coalition members more buy-in on the coalition project.

• Follow up with your coalition members on your initial priorities. Are they still your priorities? Do 
you need to re-evaluate the coalition’s priorities and possibly the project?

• Use your Safe Routes to School Action Plan to extrapolate your project. Break it into steps; then 
add detail to clarify and answer any questions about implementation

• Develop a timeline so everyone is clear on what is happening when.
• Maintain communication with your coalition and community stakeholders.
• Reach out to volunteers or other interested parties for help. Don’t be surprised that there may be 

many more people wanting to help than you anticipated.
• Share your story. Talking to your neighbors, presenting to businesses, sending a story to your local 

paper, will help spread the word about your Coalition efforts and garner even more support.

The most successful coalitions recognize that attaining early success is important to developing 
momentum and moving forward. Your implementation plan may have various levels – choose some of the 
easiest and fastest projects first, then tackle the ones that may take more time or funds to develop.
Encouragement, enforcement, education, and engineering strategies will all come together as pieces of 
the plan are implemented.

For the past three years, Littleton School District has focused on providing bicycle and pedestrian 

education to almost all of their elementary schools and one middle school. Each elementary school 

has received a comprehensive pedestrian and bicycle safety education and skills training program 

and participated in a week-long encouragement event during which kids had the chance to bike and 

walk into their school following painted paths (paw prints of their school mascot). One Middle School 

started a bike club that has continued through three seasons and will kick off again this spring.

The school district is committed to keeping kids walking and biking and this year, as part of their third 

grant application, included funding to establish a district bicycle fleet. All elementary PE teachers will 

receive training on providing bicycle education and running bicycle rodeos. They will be able to check 

out the district bike fleet for at least two weeks during the school year to continue the comprehensive 

education program already implemented in their schools. District Wellness Policy states that LPS, 

‘promotes walking or bicycling to and from school using programs such as Walking School Bus and 

Bike Trains.’ LPS’ commitment to this program is impressive and hopefully can serve as a model for 

others around the state.

- Robyn Zagoren, District Wellness Coordinator, Littleton Public Schools
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Step 7 – Fund The Plan

Funding of bicycle and pedestrian education, events and infrastructure changes need to be addressed 
to ensure success. Some parts of a community’s SRTS program may cost very little. For example, most 
International Walk to School Day coordinators say they spend less than $100 on their events.

There are many low- and mid-cost solutions that can be put into place in a relatively short period of time. 
Often, a few targeted low-cost projects can have large scale community impacts. Examples include:

• Training adult crossing guards
• Implementing a Walking School Bus or Bike Train
• Implementing Walk to School Day
• Hosting a bicycle maintenance workshop
• Hosting a school-wide assembly to showcase the 

importance of bicycling and walking to school
• Leading small group walkabouts
• Submitting safety articles or stories about your 

program to local papers
• Providing reinforcing messages on school message 

boards, posters or flyers
• Holding a frequent walker/biker competition
• Installing new signs or fresh paint on crosswalks
• Mapping and signing safe routes in town
• Providing temporary in-street signage that can be 

moved easily by crossing guards
• Painting sidewalk messages with stencils
• Providing helmets to those who don’t have them
• Purchasing and installing bike racks
• Purchasing and installing a bicycle maintenance 

station equipped with tools and pump

Capital projects such as sidewalk construction or street and signal improvements are still relatively low 
cost in comparison to many other capital projects. Your plan needs to include funding for these types of 
changes as well. Just as with education and encouragement projects, be creative in thinking of how to 
accomplish your goals. It will take some effort to identify and apply for funding, but it’s worth it.

Boulder Valley School District - Heads Up Mascot
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Funding Sources

Tips for your SRTS Funding Application

Here are some organizations and agencies that have been known to fund projects but you need to work 
with your coalition and stakeholders within your own community to identify what matches with your 
specific needs. Be creative.

• Partnering with private businesses to fund improvements. Many companies such as banks, 
grocery stores, retail providers, etc. have community goals or philanthropic foundations that may 
fit with your efforts. Don’t be afraid to ask.

• Specific project fundraising. There are many types of fundraising activities: crowd source projects 
are becoming popular and effective; auctions; sales events, etc. Remember that small amounts 
can quickly add up to your goal.

• Local, state and national foundations, funding organizations, and non-profits such as Kaiser 
Permanente, Great Outdoors Colorado, Alliance for Biking & Walking, etc.

• Federal transportation programs such as the Recreational Trails Program, Surface Transportation 
Program, Safety Improvement Program, or Transportation Alternatives Program may be available. 
Check with your regional representatives for resources.

• Federal Health and Environment programs such as the CDC or EPA.
• State SRTS program.
• County and city funding.

Each funding source has its own application requirements and timelines, but providing concise, important 
information is key to being funded. Below are some of the items you should include in any funding 
request and that you previously outlined in your data gathering (Step 3), identifying solutions (Step 4) and 
action plan (Step 5).

• Demonstrated need that includes:
1. The barriers and issues preventing children from biking and walking
2. Crash data
3. Local traffic data (traffic counts and speeds)
4. Map of existing routes to school and prospective routes to school
5. User counts (how many students are biking and/or walking)
6. Health data such as obesity or BMI rates

• Potential solutions. How do you plan to solve the problem? Be sure that your solution actually 
solves the problem. Again, be specific and be concise.

1. What specifically do you propose as the solution? A sidewalk? An education program? What is 
it that you need to be funded?

2. Describe how your project will reduce crashes and/or increase the number of students biking 
and walking.

3. If focusing on health, describe how this will affect obesity or other health-related issues.
• A project timeline and budget
• A description of your local Safe Routes to School Coalition activities and plan
• A list of Coalition members and other volunteers
• Community letters of support for the application that include how that agency or individual is 

involved and supporting your safe routes to school program
• A sponsoring agent: school district, city or county government, state agency, etc.

Additionally, does your project use all 5 E’s? If not, can more of the 5 E’s be incorporated?
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Resources for low cost bikes & bike helmets
While there isn’t evidence to support that giving helmets away for free changes long-term compliance 
with kids wearing helmets, your Coalition may still want to provide them. Below are several resources for 
low-cost helmet purchases. Helmets should be at least “CPSC certified” as required by law. CDOT does not 
endorse any bicycle helmet products.

Helmets R Us  www.helmetsrus.net
A non-profit company that works directly with non-profit organizations and schools in effort to promote 
bicycle safety. They “supply quality helmets that meet the highest safety standards at the lowest prices”. 
They have bicycle, multi-sport, skate, and recreational ski/snowboard helmets.

ProRider www.prorider.com
ProRider is a helmet manufacturer that distributes both bicycle and ski helmets. They have a CNS 
(Children-N-Safety) Bike Helmets Program for Organizations and CHS Bike Helmets Program for Schools.

Safe Kids Colorado www.safekids.org/coalition/safe-kids-colorado
Is there a local Safe Kids coalition in your area? They may be able to connect you with discounted Bell 
Sport helmets.

Local Service Organizations
Local service organizations such as the Elks, Kiwanis, Jaycees, or Rotary sometimes have funding for local 
projects. This might be a good place to look for funding and even volunteer support for your bike and 
pedestrian projects such as bike rodeos.

Local Organizations
Talk to your local chamber of commerce, local businesses (e.g., local automobile dealership or bike shops), 
a local foundation, an endowment, a union, or the local hospital or clinic. Some hospitals, as part of their 
trauma program, have brain trauma/bike safety education programs and some have bike helmets to 
distribute.

Retailers
Look to retailers as a source for inexpensive helmets (but with the same impact protection of more 
expensive helmets) – Target, WalMart, Toys “R” Us, Amazon.com.

For information about Federal funding resources see:
FHWA Bicycle and Pedestrian Funding Opportunities 
www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.cfm
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Step 8 – Evaluate, Make Improvements, & Keep Moving

We have put evaluation as STEP 8 but you already started it in STEP 3: Information Gathering. Now it’s 
time to re-evaluate the impact of your coalition’s efforts. After the program begins, careful monitoring 
will identify which strategies are increasing the number of children safely walking and bicycling to school. 
Proper adjustments can be made as this and other new information is gathered.

One simple evaluation measure is to re-count the number of walkers and bicyclists and compare this 
number to your baseline count. Another important measurement is to see if your efforts have had an 
impact on parent attitudes about their students walking and biking to school by repeating the parent 
survey. See Step 3: Information Gathering.

The coalition should also consider how to sustain the energy and interest that you have developed so 
that children continue to walk and bicycle to school safely. Key strategies for keeping the program going 
include:

• Identifying additional program champions.
• Letting people know about the successes. Get visibility for activities through local media and 

school communications and publicize your activities.
• Making the work fun and positive makes it more likely that people will want to continue and others 

will want to become involved.
• Encouraging policy changes: These might be school, school district or local government policies 

that support children walking and bicycling to school. For example, local planning departments 
may promote new school construction within walking and bicycling distance of residential areas. 
School district adoption of a safety curriculum means that the pedestrian and bicycle education 
will continue to be provided to children through PE or health classes.

• Creating a permanent committee: A permanent community-wide committee within the school 
district, public health department, local hospital, city police, fire, or public works department 
means that SRTS will continue to receive attention and energy. Other options may include the PTA, 
school site council or other active transportation group or non-profit.
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A SRTS program has the potential to improve walking and bicycling conditions near a 
school and spread interest into other parts of the community. Coalitions that persist 
in their efforts and make measurable improvements based on their action plan and 
evaluation will be rewarded with safer places for children to walk and bicycle and 

more children choosing safe routes to school.
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Website Resources
• Colorado Safe Routes to School Program Overview – www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes

• Safe Routes to School Guide – guide.saferoutesinfo.org/pdf/SRTS-Guide_full.pdf

• The National Center for Safe Routes to School – www.saferoutesinfo.org

• Safe Routes to School National Partnership – www.saferoutespartnership.org

• National Center for Safe Routes to School Student Tally Travel Sheet – 
 www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/evaluation-student-class-travel-tally

• National Center for Safe Routes to School Parent Survey – 
 www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/evaluation-parent-survey

• Walkability & Bikeability Checklists –
 www.walkbiketoschool.org/sites/default/files/bikeability_checklist.pdf 
 www.walkbiketoschool.org/sites/default/files/walkability_checklist.pdf

• Mapping – www.maps.google.com

• National Highway Traffic Safety Administration –
 www.nhtsa.dot.gov/people/injury/pedbimot/bike/Safe-Routes-2002/overview.html

• Walking School Bus –
 www.walkbiketoschool.org
 guide.saferoutesinfo.org/encouragement

• Bike Train –
 www.walkbiketoschool.org/
 guide.saferoutesinfo.org/encouragement

• Walk/Bike AT School –
 www.walkbiketoschool.org/

• Bike Rodeos/Bicycle Skills Clinic/Bike Safety Training –
 www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training/bicycle-rodeo
 www.fireupyourfeet.org

• Implementing classroom curricula –
 CDOT’s Bicycle Safety Lesson Plans (Grades 3-6) – 
 www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training-curriculum/training-curriculum
 
 CDOT’s Pedestrian Safety Lesson Plans (Grades K-2) –
 www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training-curriculum/training-curriculum
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• In the classroom walking and bicycling activity ideas –
 CDOT and CDE Core Subject Bicycle & Pedestrian Lesson Plans (K-8) –
 www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training-curriculum/training-curriculum

• 50+ Event Ideas aimed at walking or biking –
 www.walkbiketoschool.org

• Mileage Tracking Log –
 www.walkbiketoschool.org
 guide.saferoutesinfo.org/encouragement

• Walking Wednesdays –
 guide.saferoutesinfo.org/encouragement/using_more_than_one_encouragement_strategy.cfm

• Adult Crossing Guard Training –
 www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training/crossing-guard

• Bike Helmet Resources –
 Helmets R Us – www.helmetsrus.net
 ProRider – www.prorider.com
 Safe Kids Colorado – www.safekids.org/coalition/safe-kids-colorado

• FHWA Bicycle and Pedestrian Funding Opportunities  –
 www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.cfm

• More information – www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes
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https://www.codot.gov/programs/bikeped/safe-routes/training/crossing-guard
http://www.helmetsrus.net
http://www.prorider.com
http://www.safekids.org/coalition/safe-kids-colorado
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/bicycle_pedestrian/funding/funding_opportunities.cfm
http://www.ColoradoDOT.info/programs/bikeped/safe-routes
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SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL PROGRESS TRACKING TEMPLATE 
Name of School: SRTS Project Champion: Date: 

 
                                                                           Action Step 

 
Timeline 

Person 
Responsible 

Budget 
Needed 

Action Step 
Completed 

Step 1:  Build a Coalition Recruit your Coalition Team Members     

Create a Coalition Structure     

Step 2: Hold a kick-off meeting Create Program Goals     

Form Committees     

Create a Process for Communication     

Create a Process for Decision Making     

Define Goals and Track Progress     

Step 3: Gather information and 

identify Issues 

Map the Travel Routes to School     

Review School Policies     

Tally Student Travel Patterns     

Sent out Parent Survey     

Other:     

Step 4: Identify solutions Identify Any Safety Issues     

Provide Education     

Encourage Walking/Biking     

Identify Enforcement Solutions     

Identify Potential Engineering Solutions     

Step 5: Develop a plan Identify Priorities for the Upcoming Year     

Step 6: Act on the Plan Define Resources       

Develop a timeline     

Step 7: Fund the plan Funding Sources     

 Track Plan Progress      

Track Program Implementation     

Step 8: Evaluate, make 
improvements and keep moving  

Compile Year-end Success Story      

Determine Strategies for the Next Year     

Identify Possible Funding Sources     



  (Revised November 2011) 

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL DATA COLLECTION OVERVIEW 
The National Center for Safe Routes to School has developed a set of data 
collection forms and tools intended to help local and state Safe Routes to School 
programs measure and understand results.  

Downloadable Forms and Instructions 

How do I get the forms?  Data forms and instructions are available for download at 
www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-central/data-collection-forms

Data Collection Forms: The Student Travel Tally and The Parent Survey

What does the Student Travel Tally form do? The form helps measure how students travel to and from school.  It can be 
used to identify changes in students’ school travel behavior with SRTS programs.

Who gets tallied? Students in K-8 classrooms at participating schools. 

Who fills out the form? Teachers in each classroom or SRTS program volunteers. 

How many days are students tallied? The tallies should be conducted in each classroom on two days (Tuesday, 
Wednesday, or Thursday only – not Monday or Friday) during a normal week. 

 What does the Parent Survey do? This 5-10 minute questionnaire gathers information about factors that affect whether 
parents allow their children to walk or bike to school, the presence of safety-related conditions along routes to school, and 
other background school travel data. Results can help determine how to improve opportunities for children to walk or bike 
to school, and measure parental attitude changes as local SRTS programs occur.

Who gets surveyed? Parents of all K-8 graders at participating schools should be asked to complete the survey.           
(One survey per household per school.)

How is the questionnaire administered? The questionnaire can be administered to parents in two ways: paper-
based or online surveying.  Paper questionnaires can be given as a take-home survey as homework or an extra 
credit assignment. Paper or online surveys can be completed as part of parent-teacher conferences.  For schools 
that communicate primarily through email with their parents, on online surveying may be a reasonable option. 

Detailed instructions are available at www.saferoutesinfo.org/data/materials/Specific_Form_Instructions.pdf 

Timing of Student Tally and Parent Surveys 

When should the tallies and surveys occur? Ideally, data would be collected at the beginning of the school year and 
toward the end of the school year. 

For example:  Start of year: 2nd, 3rd, or 4th week of school year (“Baseline”) 

End of year: during one of the last 4 weeks of school year (“Post Activity”)  

If a local SRTS program is applying for or has received funding from their State SRTS program and the State program 
requires a collection timeline different than the one proposed here, then follow the State SRTS program defined schedule. 

Data Entry and Viewing

How do I enter data? Completed forms can be converted to useful information in two ways:  

1. Enter the data yourself using the online “DataTools” program at www.saferoutesdata.org  Data is available immediately 
for usage. Instructions for accessing the data system are available at via the “Data System Instructions” link at 
www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-central/data-collection-forms
--OR-- 
2. Send completed forms to the National Center’s Data Entry Program for processing. Data are usually available in 4 to 6 
weeks and local programs are emailed instructions on how to access their data online.  

Where do I send completed questionnaires? Completed surveys,       National Center for Safe Routes to School 
and tallies along with coversheets should be sent to:         Attn: SRTS Data Entry 
To generate the coversheets please see the link titled                         730 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Suite 300  
“How to Mail Data for Processing” at:                                                   Chapel Hill, NC 27599-3430 
www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-central/data-collection-forms            

How do I view my data? Once data are entered (either by the user or by the National Center), users can view their data 
through the online data system. Summary reports of the data can be viewed and shared.  The completed data is also part 
of the National SRTS Program tracking efforts and can be used to better understand the national SRTS program.  

Please contact: data@saferoutesinfo.org if you have questions.



TIP SHEET

• Find information regarding the Two-Day Student Tally at www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/

evaluation-student-class-travel-tally

• Start by registering all participating schools at www.saferoutesdata.org/

• Collect baseline information on how students travel to and from school at the start of school year.

• Plan on collecting information from students in all grades.

• Pick the time when this information will be collected. You can choose any two days between Tuesday 

and Thursday during a school week.

• There are two options for collecting the information:

1. You can distribute the Student Tally sheet to every classroom teacher. They will collect this 

information by asking students to raise their hands to show how they traveled to school 

that day and how they plan to leave for home after school.

2. Alternatively, the PE teacher can collect this information from each class of students as they 

come to a physical education class.

• After you have collected the information, you have two options for compiling the information:

1. Follow the mailing instructions for sending the collected student tallies to the National 

Center. Download a cover sheet from the National Center website, attach it to the stack of 

collected forms and send the packet to the National Center for processing.

2. Alternatively, you can enter the results from each classroom tally directly into the database.

3. If you are sending the tallies to the National Center, it is often advisable to make a second 

set of the completed surveys in the event that the initial batch is lost in the mail.

• The National Center will process the student tally results and within a certain period of time the results 

for your school can be viewed.

• After your information has been entered for the student tally, you can view and print your results. 

Sample reports of both the student tally and the parent survey are available at 

       www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/page/SRTS_Data_sample_reports.pdf

• Data forms and additional instructions are available for download at 

       www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-central/data-collection-forms

• Contact data@saferoutesinfo.org if you have questions.

National Center for Safe Routes to School Data Collection Tools
Two Day Student Tally

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/evaluation-student-class-travel-tally
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/evaluation-student-class-travel-tally
http://www.saferoutesdata.org/
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/page/SRTS_Data_sample_reports.pdf
mailto:data%40saferoutesinfo.org?subject=




TIP SHEET

• Find information regarding the Parent Survey on the National Center for Safe Routes to School 

website: www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/evaluation-parent-survey

• Start by registering all participating schools at the National Center site:

       www.saferoutesdata.org/

• Surveys are available in English and Spanish.

• There are two options for collecting the information:   

1. Parents can be sent an electronic survey link.

2. Copies can printed and distributed.

• To increase the response rate, some schools have provided prizes to the classrooms with the highest 

percentage of returns:

1. Send out a second request for surveys.

2. Distribute the surveys during a school event.

3. Have a drop-off box at a back to school night.

• After you have collected the information, you have two options for compiling the information: 

1. Follow the mailing instructions for sending the collected student tallies to the National 

Center. Download a cover sheet from the National Center website, attach it to the stack of 

collected forms and send the packet to the National Center for processing.

2. Alternatively, you can enter the results from parent survey directly into the database. If you 

are sending the tallies to the National Center, it is often advisable to make a second set of 

the completed surveys in the event that the initial batch is lost in the mail.

• After your information has been entered for the parent survey, you can view and print your results. 

• Sample reports of both the student tally and the parent survey are available at the National Center 

website: www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/page/SRTS_Data_sample_reports.pdf

• Data forms and additional instructions are available for download at 

       www.saferoutesinfo.org/data-central/data-collection-forms

• Contact data@saferoutesinfo.org if you have questions.

National Center for Safe Routes to School Data Collection Tools
Parent Survey

http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/program-tools/evaluation-parent-survey
http://www.saferoutesdata.org/
http://www.saferoutesinfo.org/sites/default/files/page/SRTS_Data_sample_reports.pdf
mailto:data%40saferoutesinfo.org?subject=











