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RE: Petition Contents §294.14 (a) (5)  
A description of how the recommended management requirements identified in paragraph (a) (2) of 
this section compare to existing State and local land conservation policies and direction set forth in any 
applicable State or local land and resource management plan(s):  
 
Note: This petition element simply provides a discussion of how the proposed management 
requirement(s) change(s) for inventoried roadless areas compare with how State and local public lands 
are managed. 
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

Summary Response: 
It is the recommendation of the field managers and biologists of the Colorado Division of Wildlife that 
All Inventoried Roadless Areas in Colorado be protected, preserved, enhanced, managed and 
maintained to provide the maximum benefit for wildlife and wildlife habitat. By managing to benefit 
wildlife, and wildlife habitat, the U.S. Forest Service will not only provide significant benefits to 
Colorado citizens and to Forest visitors, it will also assist the State in meeting various other legislative 
mandates and policies highlighted within this section.  Additionally, as mentioned previously in another 
section, it will provide ongoing ecologic benefits (e.g., diverse and stable communities, watershed 
protection, etc.) and provide for significant quality wildlife related recreation opportunities (e.g., 
hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing and education).  Our recommendation also complements quality of life 
perceptions that relate to Colorado’s magnificent outdoors.  When these Inventoried Roadless Areas 
are managed for the benefit of additional multiple uses, then plans and practices should continue to 
maximize benefits to wildlife, and minimize negative impacts to wildlife, habitat, and wildlife recreation 
as codified in several of Colorado’s Revised Statutes.     
 
^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^  

Detail of Response/Part 1/General Comments 
 
In the following section, the Colorado Division of Wildlife outlines 15 Pertinent Legislative Declarations 
or Policies of the State that are codified in Colorado Revised Statutes.  These statutes range not only 
within the Wildlife Act but from the diverse focal areas of health, water, mined land reclamation, and 
the public domain ranges all emphasizing the importance of protecting Colorado’s diverse ecosystems, 
and ensuring that wildlife protections are in the forefront of considerations and decisions.    
 

“Recommended management requirements identified in paragraph (a) (2) of this 
section” are consistent with the following “existing State conservation policies and 
directions” To Wit the following Colorado State Statutes And Legislative Declarations: 
 

• Colorado Statute -Title 25 Health: Environmental Control : Article 8 Water Quality 
Control : Part 1 General Provisions25-8-102. Legislative Declaration.  

 
25-8-102. Legislative Declaration  In order to foster the health, welfare, and safety 
of the inhabitants of  the state of Colorado and to facilitate the enjoyment and use of 
the scenic and natural resources of the state, it is declared to be the policy of this state 
to prevent injury to beneficial uses made of state waters, to maximize the beneficial 
uses of water, and to develop waters to which Colorado and its citizens are entitled 
and, within this context, to achieve the maximum practical degree of water quality in 
the waters of the state consistent with the welfare of the state. It is further declared 
that pollution of state waters may constitute a menace to public health and welfare, 
may create public nuisances, may be harmful to wildlife and aquatic life, and may 
impair beneficial uses of state waters and that the problem of water pollution in this 
state is closely related to the problem of water pollution in adjoining states. (2) It is 
further declared to be the public policy of this state to conserve state waters and to 
protect, maintain, and improve, where necessary and reasonable, the quality thereof 
for public water supplies, for protection and propagation of wildlife and aquatic life, for 
domestic, agricultural, industrial, and recreational uses, and for other beneficial uses, 
taking into consideration the requirements of such uses; to provide that no pollutant be 
released into any state waters without first receiving the treatment or other corrective 
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action necessary to reasonably protect the legitimate and beneficial uses of such 
waters; to provide for the prevention, abatement, and control of new or existing water 
pollution; and to cooperate with other states and the federal government in carrying 
out these objectives. (3) It is further declared that protection of the quality of state 
waters and the prevention, abatement, and control of water pollution are matters of 
statewide concern and affected with a public interest, and the provisions of this article 
are enacted in the exercise of the police powers of this state for the purpose of 
protecting the health, peace, safety, and general welfare of the people of this state. (4) 
This article and the agencies authorized under this article shall be the final authority in 
the administration of water pollution prevention, abatement, and control. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of law, no department or agency of the state, and 
no municipal corporation, county, or other political subdivision, having jurisdiction over 
water pollution prevention, abatement, and control, shall issue any authorization for 
the discharge of pollutants into state waters unless authorized to do so in accordance 
with this article. (5) It is further declared that the general assembly intends that this 
article shall be construed to require the development of a water quality program in 
which the water quality benefits of the pollution control measures utilized have a 
reasonable relationship to the economic, environmental, energy, and public health 
costs and impacts of such measures, and that before any final action is taken, with the 
exception of any enforcement action, consideration be given to the economic 
reasonableness of the action. Such consideration shall include evaluation of the 
benefits derived from achieving the goals of this article and of the economic, 
environmental, public health, and energy impacts to the public and affected persons. 
Source: L. 81: Entire article R&RE, p. 1310, § 1, effective July 1. 

 
 
• 24-33-201. Division of forestry - creation - state forest service agreement. 

 
24-33-201 (1) There is hereby created the division of forestry in the department of 
natural resources. The executive director of the department of natural resources shall 
enter into an agreement with Colorado state university, through the board of governors 
of the Colorado state university system, to cooperate in the state's efforts to improve 
the management and health of Colorado's forests and to provide staff for the division of 
forestry. (2) The division of forestry's powers and duties shall include: (a) 
Strengthening natural resource policy formulation and coordination concerning public 
and private forest land in Colorado by: (I) Producing an annual forest health report for 
all forest land in Colorado; (II) Addressing cooperative management of forest land 
across jurisdictions; (III) Mitigating the natural and urban interface fire hazard; (IV) 
Restoring critical watersheds; (V) Assisting in the management of forest lands under 
the jurisdiction of the agencies within the department of natural resources. (b) 
Preparing and updating the memorandum of understanding between the department of 
natural resources and Colorado state university that provides for the staffing of the 
division of forestry by the Colorado state forest service; (c) Preparing the annual joint 
work plan for the division of forestry and Colorado state forest service for submittal to 
and approval by the department of natural resources and Colorado state university; (d) 
Providing, through the executive director of the department of natural resources or the 
executive director's designee, staff support to the forestry advisory board, created in 
section 24-33-202; (e) Reviewing and approving all Colorado state forest service 
publications that are issued as a result of the memorandum of understanding between 
the department of natural resources and Colorado state university; (f) Promoting 
cooperation with the federal land management agencies to facilitate collaboration 
across boundaries warranted by forest land conditions; (g) Incorporating rural 
development through forestry in program delivery; (h) Assuring that state water 
quality best management practices are available and understood; and (i) Preparing an 
annual report on the accomplishments of the division of forestry. (3) The division of 
forestry, the state forester, and the Colorado state forest service shall enforce and 
administer the provisions of law conferred upon the division of forestry, state forester, 
and Colorado state forest service. Source: L. 2000: Entire part added, p. 556, § 5, 
effective July 1. L. 2002: (1) amended, p. 1246, § 19, effective August 7.  
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• Colorado Statute: Title 32 Special Districts : Water And Sanitation Districts : Article 

4 Water And Sanitation Districts : Part 4 Metropolitan Water Districts: 32-4-401. 
Legislative Declaration.   

 
• 32-4-401. Legislative declaration.   (1) It is hereby declared that to provide for the 

conservation of all water resources of the state of Colorado and for the greatest 
beneficial use of all waters, surface and subsurface, within this state, the organization 
of metropolitan water districts and the construction of works as defined in this part 4 
by such districts are a public use and will: (a) Be essentially for the public benefit and 
advantage of the people of the state of Colorado; (b) Indirectly benefit all industries of 
the state; (c) Indirectly benefit the state of Colorado in the increase of its taxable 
property valuation; (d) Directly benefit municipalities by providing adequate supplies of 
water for domestic use; (e) Directly benefit lands to be irrigated from works to be 
constructed; (f) Directly benefit lands under irrigation by stabilizing the flow of water 
in streams and by increasing flow and return of water to such streams; and (g) 
Promote the comfort, safety, and welfare of the people of the state of Colorado. (2) It 
is therefore declared to be the policy of the state of Colorado: (a) To investigate, 
acquire, control, and apply to beneficial use waters, surface and subsurface, originating 
in this state; and to provide for the direct and supplemental use of such waters for 
domestic, manufacturing, irrigation, power, and other beneficial uses; (b) To obtain 
from waters, surface and subsurface, originating in Colorado the highest duty for 
domestic uses and irrigation of lands in Colorado within the terms of interstate 
compacts; (c) To cooperate with the United States under the federal reclamation laws 
and with other agencies of the United States government for the construction and 
financing of works in the state of Colorado as defined in this part 4 and for the 
operation and maintenance thereof; and (d) To promote the greater prosperity and 
general welfare of the people of the state of Colorado by encouraging the organization 
of metropolitan water districts as provided in this part 4. Source: L. 55: p. 578, § 1. 
CRS 53: § 89-13-1. C.R.S. 1963: § 89-13-1. 

 

• Colorado Statute: Title 33 Wildlife And Parks And Outdoor Recreation : Wildlife : 
Article 1 Wildlife - General Provisions : 33-1-101. Legislative Declaration.   

 
33-1-101. Legislative declaration.  (1) It is the policy of the state of Colorado that 
the wildlife and their environment are to be protected, preserved, enhanced, and 
managed for the use, benefit, and enjoyment of the people of this state and its visitors. 
It is further declared to be the policy of this state that there shall be provided a 
comprehensive program designed to offer the greatest possible variety of wildlife-
related recreational opportunity to the people of this state and its visitors and that, to 
carry out such program and policy, there shall be a continuous operation of planning, 
acquisition, and development of wildlife habitats and facilities for wildlife-related 
opportunities. (2) All wildlife within this state not lawfully acquired and held by private 
ownership is declared to be the property of this state. Right, title, interest, acquisition, 
transfer, sale, importation, exportation, release, donation, or possession of wildlife shall 
be permitted only as provided in articles 1 to 6 of this title or in any rule or regulation 
of the wildlife commission.  (3) In order to foster the welfare of the inhabitants of the 
state of Colorado, it is further declared to be the policy of this state to protect and 
encourage full development of absolute and conditional water rights created under 
state law and to develop and maximize the beneficial use of the waters to which 
Colorado and its citizens are entitled under interstate compacts.  (3.5) (a) The general 
assembly hereby finds, determines, and declares that it supports the recommendation 
of the Lower Arkansas river commission in its plan dated March 25, 1993, to protect 
and enhance fish and wildlife resources at the Great Plains Reservoirs, and further finds 
that a joint funding effort, which includes funds appropriated from the wildlife cash 
fund created in section 33-1-112 to carry out such recommendation, would further the 
public interest by establishing recreational opportunities in southeastern Colorado.  (b) 



PART 1:  General Comments - Specific to all National Forests in Colorado.  

 

 Page:  - 104 - 
CDOW Petition Content Worksheet Part 1 General 021006EWCopy.doc 

   10:28 AM 

The general assembly further declares that the joint funding effort described in 
paragraph (a) of this subsection (3.5) shall not be solely a division responsibility and 
that the appropriation from the wildlife cash fund shall be used to maximize matching 
funds from other sources to ensure full implementation of the recommendation.  (4) 
The state shall utilize hunting, trapping, and fishing as the primary methods of 
effecting necessary wildlife harvests.  (5) The general assembly declares that it is the 
policy of the state to prosecute hunters who violate multiple provisions of this title for 
each violation that contains unique elements.  Source: L. 84: Entire article R&RE, p. 
848, § 1, effective January 1, 1985. L. 93: (3.5) added, p. 2116, § 1, effective June 
11. L. 2003: (5) added, p. 1028, § 1, effective July 1. 

 
 

• Colorado Statute: Title 33 Wildlife And Parks And Outdoor Recreation - Wildlife: 
Article 5: Protection Of Fishing Streams: 33-5-101. Legislative Declaration.  

 
33-5-101. Legislative Declaration.  It is declared to be the policy of this state that 
its fish and wildlife resources, and particularly the fishing waters within the state, are to 
be protected and preserved from the actions of any state agency to the end that they 
be available for all time and without change in their natural existing state, except as 
may be necessary and appropriate after due consideration of all factors involved. 
Source: L. 69: p. 457, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 62-14-1. 

 
 
 
• Colorado Statute: Title 33 Wildlife And Parks And Outdoor Recreation: Parks And 

Outdoor Recreation: Article 10 Parks And Outdoor Recreation - General Provisions :  
 

33-10-101. Legislative Declaration:  (1) It is the policy of the state of Colorado that 
the natural, scenic, scientific, and outdoor recreation areas of this state are to be 
protected, preserved, enhanced, and managed for the use, benefit, and enjoyment of 
the people of this state and visitors of this state. It is further declared to be the policy 
of this state that there shall be provided a comprehensive program of outdoor 
recreation in order to offer the greatest possible variety of outdoor recreational 
opportunities to the people of this state and its visitors and that to carry out such 
program and policy there shall be a continuous operation of acquisition, development, 
and management of outdoor recreation lands, waters, and facilities.  (2) In 
implementing the policy set forth in subsection (1) of this section, the state shall:  (a) 
Develop state parks and state recreation areas suitable for such recreational activities 
as camping, picnicking, hiking, horseback riding, environmental education, sightseeing, 
hunting, boating, fishing, swimming, and other water sports, and other recreational 
activities;  (b) Advise the citizens of this state and visitors of the location of state parks 
and recreation areas through the distribution of Colorado state park and recreation 
area guides and the use of other appropriate informational devices;  (c) Not be 
responsible for development of neighborhood parks or recreation areas that are mainly 
designed to provide facilities for team or individual sports;  (d) Charge a fee for 
required passes or permits for the use of any state park or state recreation area where 
appropriate supervision and maintenance is required and when certain facilities, as 
determined by the board of parks and outdoor recreation, are maintained at any such 
area;  (e) Allow sport hunting, trapping, and fishing as a wildlife management tool and 
as the primary method of effecting a necessary wildlife management on lands under 
the control of the division of parks and outdoor recreation.  Source: L. 84: Entire 
article added, p. 878, § 2, effective January 1, 1985 
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• Colorado Statutes : Title 33 Wildlife And Parks And Outdoor Recreation: Article 11 
Recreational Trails: 33-11-102. Legislative Declaration.   

 
33-11-102. Legislative Declaration.  (1) In order to provide for the greatly 
increasing outdoor needs of a rapidly expanding Colorado population for public access 
to, travel within, and enjoyment and appreciation of the out-of-doors areas of Colorado 
and for the conservation, development, and use of natural resources against fire and 
other natural and geological hazards, it is hereby declared to be the public policy of 
this state and among the purposes of this article to: Increase the accessibility and 
encourage the use of such natural resources by the residents of this state and by 
nonresidents; provide opportunity for the development of public and private facilities 
for persons visiting and utilizing the natural resources of this state; encourage an 
increase in riding, hiking, bicycling, and other compatible recreational activities as 
influences for the improvement of the health and welfare of the people; and to provide 
for the needs of specialized recreational motor vehicles. It is recognized that joint 
simultaneous trail use by motorized and nonmotorized interests may at times be 
incompatible, and it is the intent of this article to provide separate trails and facilities 
for each of such motorized and nonmotorized interests, when feasible.  (2) To 
implement the provisions of subsection (1) of this section and as additional purposes of 
this article, the state may: Establish and maintain trails on a statewide basis to 
connect, when feasible and practical, the units of the parks and outdoor recreation 
system, federal recreational lands, and other trails systems; perpetuate and provide 
the use of and access to regions and trails of special or historic interest within the 
state; assist local governments in serving the requirements of the urban and other 
population centers of the state; encourage the multiple use of public rights-of-way and 
utilize to the fullest extent the existing and future scenic roads, highways, parkways, 
and federally administered trails where feasible as recreational trails; encourage the 
development and maintenance of recreational trails by counties, cities, and special 
improvement districts and assist in such development and maintenance by all means 
available; coordinate trail plans and development among legal jurisdictions and with 
the state and federal governments; encourage, when possible, the development of 
trails on federal lands by the federal government; and promote at all levels of 
government a more complete use of all or any portion of public property for 
recreational purposes.  (3) A further purpose of this article is to promote the 
establishment and operation of a statewide network of trails, to be known as the 
"Colorado greenway trails system", along and between the state's lakes, streams, or 
reservoirs linking cities, towns, communities, and river basins. The Colorado greenway 
trails system shall be established and operated in a manner that promotes recreational 
opportunities along lakes, streams, or reservoirs, that provides access to and is a part 
of an integrated trail system, that protects water rights and real property rights, and 
that minimizes conflicts between recreationists and others to minimize adverse impacts 
on natural features and sensitive habitats.  Source: L. 84: Entire article added, p. 888, 
§ 2, effective January 1, 1985. L. 90: (3) added, p. 1533, § 1, effective May 29.  

 
 

• Colorado Statutes : Title 34 Mineral Resources : Mines And Minerals : Mined Land 
Reclamation : Article 32 Colorado Mined Land Reclamation Act : 34-32-102. 
Legislative Declaration. 

 
34-32-102. Legislative Declaration.  (1) It is declared to be the policy of this state 
that the extraction of minerals and the reclamation of land affected by such extraction 
are both necessary and proper activities. It is further declared to be the policy of this 
state that both such activities should be and are compatible. It is the intent of the 
general assembly by the enactment of this article to foster and encourage the 
development of an economically sound and stable mining and minerals industry and to 
encourage the orderly development of the state's natural resources, while requiring 
those persons involved in mining operations to reclaim land affected by such operations 
so that the affected land may be put to a use beneficial to the people of this state. It is 
the further intent of the general assembly by the enactment of this article to conserve 
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natural resources, to aid in the protection of wildlife and aquatic resources, to establish 
agricultural, recreational, residential, and industrial sites, and to protect and promote 
the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of this state.  (2) The general 
assembly further declares that it is the intent of this article to require the development 
of a mined land reclamation regulatory program in which the economic costs of 
reclamation measures utilized bear a reasonable relationship to the environmental 
benefits derived from such measures. The mined land reclamation board or the office, 
when considering the requirements of reclamation measures, shall evaluate the 
benefits expected to result from the use of such measures. It is also the intent of the 
general assembly that consideration be given to the economic reasonableness of the 
action of the mined land reclamation board or the office. In considering economic 
reasonableness, the financial condition of an operator shall not be a factor.  (3) The 
general assembly further finds, determines, and declares that:  (a) It is the policy of 
this state to recognize that mining operations are conducted by government and 
private entities;  (b) All people of the state benefit from the reclamation of mined land; 
(c) The funding to ensure that reclamation is achieved should be borne equitably by 
both the public and private sectors; (d) The funding for enforcement and other activity 
that is conducted for the benefit of the general public should be supported by the 
general fund; (e) It is the policy of this state to allocate resources adequate to 
accomplish the purposes of this article.  Source: L. 76: Entire article R&RE, p. 724, § 
1, effective July 1. L. 88: Entire section R&RE, p. 1200, § 1, effective July 1. L. 91: 
Entire section amended, p. 1431, § 2, effective July 1. L. 92: (2) amended, p. 1937, § 
31, effective July 1. L. 93: (3)(e) added, p. 1175, § 1, effective July 1. 
 

• Colorado Statute: Title 34 Mineral Resources : Mines And Minerals : Mined Land 
Reclamation: Article 32.5 Colorado Land Reclamation Act For The Extraction Of 
Construction Materials: 34-32.5-102.  Legislative Declaration 34-32.5-102.  

34-32.5-102 Legislative Declaration (1) The general assembly hereby declares that 
the extraction of construction materials for government and private enterprise and the 
reclamation of land affected by such extraction are necessary and proper activities that 
are compatible. It is the intent of the general assembly to foster and encourage the 
development of an economically sound and stable extraction materials industry and to 
encourage the orderly development of the state's natural resources while requiring 
those persons involved in extraction operations to reclaim land affected so that it may 
be put to a use beneficial to the people of this state. It is the further intent of the 
general assembly to conserve natural resources, aid in the protection of wildlife and 
aquatic resources, establish agricultural, recreational, residential, and industrial sites, 
and protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare of the people of this 
state.  (2) The general assembly further declares that a reclamation regulatory 
program shall be developed under which the economic costs of reclamation measures 
shall bear a reasonable relationship to the environmental benefits derived from such 
measures. When considering the requirements of reclamation measures, the mined 
land reclamation board or the office of mined land reclamation shall determine the 
economic reasonableness of the action by evaluating the benefits expected to result 
from the use of such measures. When considering economic reasonableness, the 
financial condition of an operator shall not be a factor.  (3) The general assembly 
further finds and declares that: (a) It is the policy of this state to recognize that 
extraction operations are conducted by both government and private entities; (b) All 
residents of this state benefit from the reclamation of land; (c) The funding needed to 
ensure that reclamation is achieved should be borne equitably by the public and private 
sectors; (d) The funding for enforcement and other activities conducted for the benefit 
of the general public should be supported by the general fund; and (e) It is the policy 
of this state to allocate resources adequate to accomplish the purposes of this article.  
Source: L. 95: Entire article added, p. 1155, § 1, effective July 1. 
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• Colorado Statute: Title 34 Mineral Resources: Mines And Minerals : Mined Land 
Reclamation : Article 33 Colorado Surface Coal Mining Reclamation Act: 34-33-102. 
Legislative Declaration.   

 
34-33-102. Legislative Declaration.  It is declared to be the policy of this state 
that surface coal mining operations and the reclamation of land affected by such 
operations are both necessary and proper activities. The purpose of this article is to 
assure that the coal required for local and national energy needs and for economic and 
social well-being is provided and to provide a balance among the protection of the 
environment, agricultural productivity, and the need for coal as an essential source of 
energy. It is the intent of the general assembly by the enactment of this article to allow 
for the continued development of the surface coal mining operations in this state, while 
requiring those persons involved in surface coal mining operations to reclaim land 
affected by such operations as contemporaneously as possible with the surface coal 
mining operations so that the affected land may be put to a beneficial use. It is the 
further intent of the general assembly by the enactment of this article to protect 
society and the environment from the adverse effects of surface coal mining 
operations, assure that the rights of surface landowners and other persons with a legal 
interest in the land or appurtenances thereto are fully protected from such operations; 
assure that surface coal mining operations are not conducted where reclamation as 
required by this article is not feasible; and to assure that appropriate procedures are 
provided for the public participation in the development, revision, and enforcement of 
regulations, standards, reclamation plans, or programs established by the state under 
this article. It is the further intent of the general assembly to promote the reclamation 
of mined areas left without adequate reclamation prior to the enactment of this article 
and which continue, in their unreclaimed condition, to substantially degrade the quality 
of the environment, prevent or damage the beneficial use of land or water resources, 
or endanger the health or safety of the public, to aid in the protection of wildlife and 
aquatic resources, and to protect and promote the health, safety, and general welfare 
of the people of this state. It is the intent of the general assembly that, in the 
administration of this article, the small operator be assisted in complying with the 
provisions of this article, particularly in the areas of bonding, technical and 
administrative assistance, and timely processing of permit applications.  Source: L. 
79: Entire article added, p. 1254, § 1, effective July 1.  

 
 
• Colorado Statute: Title 37 Water And Irrigation: Water Rights And Irrigation : 

Water Right Determination And Administration: Article 92 Water Right 
Determination And Administration : Part 1 General: 37-92-102. Legislative 
Declaration - Basic Tenets Of Colorado Water Law.   

 
37-92-102. Legislative Declaration - basic tenets of Colorado water law (1) (a) 
It is hereby declared to be the policy of the state of Colorado that all water in or 
tributary to natural surface streams, not including nontributary ground water as that 
term is defined in section 37-90-103, originating in or flowing into this state have 
always been and are hereby declared to be the property of the public, dedicated to the 
use of the people of the state, subject to appropriation and use in accordance with 
sections 5 and 6 of article XVI of the state constitution and this article. As incident 
thereto, it is the policy of this state to integrate the appropriation, use, and 
administration of underground water tributary to a stream with the use of surface 
water in such a way as to maximize the beneficial use of all of the waters of this state.  
(b) A stream system which arises as a natural surface stream and, as a natural or 
man-induced phenomenon, terminates within the state of Colorado through naturally 
occurring evaporation and transpiration of its waters, together with its underflow and 
tributary waters, is a natural surface stream subject to appropriation as provided in 
paragraph (a) of this subsection (1).  (2) Recognizing that previous and existing laws 
have given inadequate attention to the development and use of underground waters of 
the state, that the use of underground waters as an independent source or in 
conjunction with surface waters is necessary to the present and future welfare of the 
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people of this state, and that the future welfare of the state depends upon a sound and 
flexible integrated use of all waters of the state, it is hereby declared to be the further 
policy of the state of Colorado that, in the determination of water rights, uses, and 
administration of water, the following principles shall apply:  (a) Water rights and uses 
vested prior to June 7, 1969, in any person by virtue of previous or existing laws, 
including an appropriation from a well, shall be protected subject to the provisions of 
this article.  (b) The existing use of ground water, either independently or in 
conjunction with surface rights, shall be recognized to the fullest extent possible, 
subject to the preservation of other existing vested rights, but, at his own point of 
diversion on a natural watercourse, each diverter must establish some reasonable 
means of effectuating his diversion. He is not entitled to command the whole flow of 
the stream merely to facilitate his taking the fraction of the whole flow to which he is 
entitled.  (c) The use of ground water may be considered as an alternate or 
supplemental source of supply for surface decrees entered prior to June 7, 1969, taking 
into consideration both previous usage and the necessity to protect the vested rights of 
others.  (d) No reduction of any lawful diversion because of the operation of the priority 
system shall be permitted unless such reduction would increase the amount of water 
available to and required by water rights having senior priorities.  (3) Further 
recognizing the need to correlate the activities of mankind with some reasonable 
preservation of the natural environment, the Colorado water conservation board is 
hereby vested with the exclusive authority, on behalf of the people of the state of 
Colorado, to appropriate in a manner consistent with sections 5 and 6 of article XVI of 
the state constitution, such waters of natural streams and lakes as the board 
determines may be required for minimum stream flows or for natural surface water 
levels or volumes for natural lakes to preserve the natural environment to a reasonable 
degree. In the adjudication of water rights pursuant to this article and other applicable 
law, no other person or entity shall be granted a decree adjudicating a right to water or 
interests in water for instream flows in a stream channel between specific points, or for 
natural surface water levels or volumes for natural lakes, for any purpose whatsoever. 
The board also may acquire, by grant, purchase, donation, bequest, devise, lease, 
exchange, or other contractual agreement, from or with any person, including any 
governmental entity, such water, water rights, or interests in water in such amount as 
the board determines is appropriate for stream flows or for natural surface water levels 
or volumes for natural lakes to preserve or improve the natural environment to a 
reasonable degree. At the request of any person, including any governmental entity, 
the board shall determine in a timely manner, not to exceed one hundred twenty days 
unless further time is granted by the requesting person or entity, what terms and 
conditions it will accept in a contract or agreement for such acquisition. Any contract or 
agreement executed between the board and any person or governmental entity that 
provides water, water rights, or interests in water to the board shall be enforceable by 
either party thereto as a water matter under this article, according to the terms of the 
contract or agreement. The board may not accept a donation of water rights that either 
would require the removal of existing infrastructure without approval of the current 
owner of such infrastructure or that were acquired by condemnation. The board may 
use any funds available to it, other than the construction fund created in section 37-60-
121, for acquisition of water rights and their conversion to instream flow rights. The 
board may initiate such applications as it determines are necessary or desirable for 
utilizing water, water rights, or interests in water appropriated, acquired, or held by the 
board, including applications for changes of water rights, exchanges, or augmentation 
plans. Prior to the initiation of any such appropriation or acquisition, the board shall 
request recommendations from the division of wildlife and the division of parks and 
outdoor recreation. The board also shall request recommendations from the United 
States department of agriculture and the United States department of the interior. 
Nothing in this article shall be construed as authorizing any state agency to acquire 
water by eminent domain or to deprive the people of the state of Colorado of the 
beneficial use of those waters available by law and interstate compact. Nothing in this 
subsection (3) shall impact section 37-60-121 (2.5). Any appropriation made pursuant 
to this subsection (3) shall be subject to the following principles and limitations:  (a) 
Any such appropriation which is based upon water imported from one water division to 
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another by some other appropriator shall not, as against the appropriator of such 
imported water or his successor in interest, constitute a claim, bar, or use for any 
purpose whatsoever.  (b) Any such appropriation shall be subject to the present uses 
or exchanges of water being made by other water users pursuant to appropriation or 
practices in existence on the date of such appropriation, whether or not previously 
confirmed by court order or decree.  (c) Before initiating a water rights filing, the board 
shall determine that the natural environment will be preserved to a reasonable degree 
by the water available for the appropriation to be made; that there is a natural 
environment that can be preserved to a reasonable degree with the board's water 
right, if granted; and that such environment can exist without material injury to water 
rights.  (c.5) Notwithstanding section 37-92-103 (6), as to any application filed by the 
board on or after July 1, 1994, the board may not acquire conditional water rights or 
change conditional water rights to instream flow uses.  (d) Nothing in this section is 
intended or shall be construed to allow condemnation by this state or any person of 
easements or rights-of-way across private lands to gain access to a segment of a 
stream or lake where a water right decree has been awarded to the Colorado water 
conservation board.  (e) All recommendations, including those of the United States, 
which are transmitted to the board for water to be retained in streams or lakes to 
preserve the natural environment to a reasonable degree must be made with specificity 
and in writing in order that any appropriation made by the board may be integrated 
into the statewide system for the administration of water rights. Filings for 
appropriations by the board shall be consistent with other appropriations and with the 
requirements of this article.  (4) Any appropriation made pursuant to subsection (3) of 
this section shall also be subject to the following principles and limitations:  (a) Utilizing 
a public notice and comment procedure, the board, in its discretion, may determine 
whether or not to appropriate minimum stream flows or natural lake levels, or decrease 
such an appropriation, to preserve the natural environment to a reasonable degree. 
The board may adopt conditions attached to an appropriation or decreased 
appropriation, may file or withdraw statements of opposition in water court cases, and 
enter into stipulations for decrees or other forms of contractual agreements, including 
enforcement agreements, that it determines will preserve the natural environment to a 
reasonable degree. All contractual agreements and stipulations entered into by the 
board prior to May 23, 1996, regarding enforcement of its appropriations shall be given 
full force and effect. Any increase to an existing minimum stream flow or natural lake 
level appropriation or decree shall be made as a new appropriation.  (b) (I) Except as 
provided pursuant to paragraph (d) of this subsection (4), if the board determines that 
it is appropriate to consider decreasing an existing decreed appropriation, the board 
shall proceed through an adequate public notice and comment process to consider such 
decrease at a public meeting.  (II) For the purposes of this paragraph (b), "adequate 
public notice and comment process" shall include the following:  (A) Notice of the 
proposed decrease and the date of the public meeting at which it will first be 
considered shall be printed in the resume in the water court having jurisdiction over the 
decree that is the subject of the decrease. The first public meeting of the board at 
which the decrease is to be considered shall occur at least sixty days after the month in 
which the resume is published. Notice shall also be published in a newspaper of 
statewide distribution within thirty to forty-five days prior to such first public meeting.  
(B) If the board decides at such first public meeting to consider the proposed decrease, 
the board shall announce publicly the date of a subsequent public meeting for such 
purpose.  (C) On the written request of any person made within thirty days after the 
date of the first public meeting, the board shall delay the subsequent public meeting for 
up to one year to allow such person the opportunity for the collection of scientific data 
material to the proposed decrease. Such request may not be interposed solely for delay 
of the proceedings.  (D) On the written request of any person made within thirty days 
after the date of the first public meeting, the board shall, within sixty days after such 
request, establish fair and formal procedures for the subsequent public meeting, 
including the opportunity for reasonable disclosure, discovery, subpoenas, direct 
examination, and cross examination, and may promulgate rules that will assure orderly 
procedures. Subject to these rights and requirements, where a meeting will be 
expedited and the interests of the participants will not be substantially prejudiced 



PART 1:  General Comments - Specific to all National Forests in Colorado.  

 

 Page:  - 110 - 
CDOW Petition Content Worksheet Part 1 General 021006EWCopy.doc 

   10:28 AM 

thereby, the board may receive all or part of the evidence in written form.  (III) The 
board's final written determination regarding the decrease shall state its effective date, 
be mailed promptly to the persons who appeared by written or oral comment at the 
board's proceeding, and be filed promptly with the water court. Within thirty days after 
such effective date, any person who appeared by written or oral comment at the 
board's proceeding may file with the water court and serve the board a petition for 
judicial review of the board's determination that the decreed appropriation as 
decreased will preserve the natural environment to a reasonable degree, based on the 
administrative record and utilizing the criteria of section 24-4-106 (6) and (7), C.R.S. 
Any such person may request a stay in accordance with the criteria of section 24-4-106 
(5), C.R.S., pending the review proceeding. If no petition is filed, the court shall 
promptly enter an order decreasing the board's appropriation decree in accordance with 
the board's written determination. If a petition is filed, the court shall promptly order 
briefing and oral argument and render its decision to affirm or set aside the board's 
determination. If the board's determination is affirmed, the court shall promptly enter 
an order decreasing the board's appropriation decree in accordance with the board's 
written determination. If the board's determination is set aside, the court shall enter its 
order of relief under the provisions of section 24-4-106 (7), C.R.S. Appellate review of 
the court's order shall be as allowed in other water matters.  (c) The board's 
determinations regarding the matters to be determined by the board under paragraph 
(c) of subsection (3) of this section and paragraph (d) of this subsection (4) for new 
appropriations shall be subject to judicial review in the water court application and 
decree proceedings initiated by the board, based on the board's administrative record 
and utilizing the criteria of section 24-4-106 (6) and (7), C.R.S. The board may file 
applications for changes of water rights and augmentation plans, and the water court 
shall determine matters that are within the scope of section 37-92-305.  (d) The board 
may participate in the recovery implementation program for endangered fish species in 
the upper Colorado river basin and appropriate and obtain decrees for minimum 
instream flows or natural lake levels, including decree provisions for modification and 
enforcement, the implementation of which shall not be subject to paragraph (b) of this 
subsection (4), as it determines will preserve the natural environment of the Colorado 
river endangered fish within Colorado to a reasonable degree while protecting existing 
uses within Colorado and not depriving the people of the state of Colorado of the 
beneficial use of those waters available by law and interstate compact.  (e) Sub-
subparagraphs (A) and (C) of subparagraph (II) of paragraph (b) of this subsection (4) 
shall not apply to the board's consideration of any proposed decrease which was 
included in a meeting notice and agenda issued by the board prior to May 23, 1996, 
whether or not the board had scheduled or taken any action on the proposal by such 
date. Sub-subparagraph (D) of subparagraph (II) of paragraph (b) of this subsection 
(4) shall not apply to such a proposal so long as the board establishes fair and formal 
procedures pursuant to such sub-subparagraph (D) at or before the first public meeting 
thereon for any subsequent public meeting, including the opportunity for reasonable 
disclosure, discovery, subpoenas, direct examination, and cross examination of 
witnesses. All other provisions in paragraph (b) of this subsection (4) shall apply to any 
decrease after May 23, 1996.  (5) Within thirty days after initiating any water rights 
filing for the adjudication of a recreational in-channel diversion, any county, 
municipality, city and county, water district, water and sanitation district, water 
conservation district, or water conservancy district shall submit a copy of the water 
rights application to the board for review. (6) (a) Following a public hearing, if 
requested by any party, the board shall make findings of fact and a final 
recommendation as to whether the application should be granted, granted with 
conditions, or denied. (b) In determining whether the board shall recommend that the 
water court grant, grant with conditions, or deny such application, the board shall 
consider the following factors and make written findings thereon: (I) Whether the 
adjudication and administration of the recreational in-channel diversion would impair 
the ability of Colorado to fully develop and place to consumptive beneficial use its 
compact entitlements;  (II) The appropriate reach of stream required for the intended 
use;  (III) Whether there is access for recreational in-channel use;  (IV) Whether 
exercise of the recreational in-channel diversion would cause material injury to 
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instream flow water rights appropriated pursuant to subsections (3) and (4) of this 
section;  (V) Whether adjudication and administration of the recreational in-channel 
diversion would promote maximum utilization of waters of the state as referenced in 
paragraph (a) of subsection (1) of this section; and  (VI) Such other factors as may be 
determined appropriate for evaluation of recreational in-channel diversions and set 
forth in rules adopted by the board, after public notice and comment.  (c) Within ninety 
days after the filing of statements of opposition, the board shall report its findings to 
the water court for review pursuant to section 37-92-305 (13). The board may defend 
such findings through participation in the water court proceedings.  (d) Nothing in 
subsection (5) of this section or this subsection (6) shall apply in any way to any 
application for a water right or conditional water right for recreational in-channel 
diversion purposes that was filed prior to January 1, 2001.  (e) Nothing in subsection 
(5) of this section or this subsection (6) shall apply in any way to any water right or 
conditional water right for recreational in-channel diversion purposes for which a 
decree was entered prior to June 5, 2001, including any proceeding concerning 
diligence on such conditional water right or any proceeding to make such conditional 
water right absolute.  Source: L. 69: p. 1200, § 1. C.R.S. 1963: § 148-21-2. L. 73: 
p. 1521, § 2. L. 79: (1) amended, p. 1367, § 4, effective June 22. L. 81: (3) amended, 
p. 1784, § 1, effective June 23. L. 85: (1)(a) amended, p. 1166, § 5, effective July 1. 
L. 86: IP(3) amended and (3)(e) added, p. 1095, § 1, effective May 3. L. 87: (3) 
amended, p. 1305, § 2, effective June 20. L. 94: (3)(c.5) added, p. 766, § 1, effective 
April 20. L. 96: (4) added, p. 952, § 1, effective May 23. L. 2000: (3)(c.5) amended, 
p. 1443, § 1, effective June 1. L. 2001: (5) and (6) added, p. 1187, § 1, effective June 
5. L. 2002: IP(3) amended, p. 445, § 1, effective August 7. L. 2003: (6)(c) amended, 
p. 2001, § 63, effective May 22. Cross references: For water of streams being public 
property, see § 5 of art. XVI, Colo. Const.; for diverting unappropriated water, see § 6 
of art. XVI, Colo. Const. 

 
 

 
• Colorado Statute: Title 35 Agriculture: Livestock: Article 45 Public Domain Range: 

35-45-106. Overstocking Range.   
 

35-45-106. Overstocking Range.  (1) It is declared the policy of this state to 
preserve the grasses and vegetation on the public domain and protect the wild game 
of this state in their natural ranges, and especially on the winter ranges, and to 
prevent erosion of the soil and thereby conserve the waters and water supply 
originating on the public domain ranges of this state, and to prevent the indiscriminate 
and unregulated overstocking of such ranges which tends to deplete and destroy such 
vegetation, increase erosion, and diminish the water supply of the streams and springs 
of the state of Colorado. After May 19, 1929, when any range is adjudged or decreed to 
be either a cattle or sheep range under the provisions of this article, any person using 
such range and any person having the right to use water from any stream or source of 
supply fed from the watersheds in any such range may apply to the court in a 
supplemental proceeding to establish that any such range is then overstocked or that 
said range is about to be overstocked with the kind of livestock which may lawfully be 
herded or grazed thereon and that the vegetation is being permanently destroyed or is 
about to be permanently destroyed and the water supply upon which any person is 
dependent is about to be diminished or impaired.  (2) All persons using said range shall 
be made parties defendant and the court shall proceed to hear testimony and fully 
investigate the conditions and determine the number of livestock that may be ranged 
thereon during the seasons when said range is customarily used for grazing purposes, 
and if it is fully and satisfactorily established by competent evidence that said range is 
then overstocked or is about to be overstocked, the court may determine the number 
of livestock that said range or portion of said range is capable of supporting for a 
period not exceeding two years, enjoining all persons from willfully or intentionally 
grazing or herding any greater number upon said range. As between the users of any 
such range adjudged to be an overstocked range, those who have made prior 
continuous use of said range in accordance with the customary use thereof and those 
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who have privately owned lands accessible to said range upon which their said livestock 
can be fed or grazed when not on the public range shall have the preferred right up to 
the allotted number fixed by decree of court, and any decree entered under the 
provisions of this section shall so provide. Source: L. 29: p. 448, § 6. CSA: C. 160, § 
165. CRS 53: § 8-8-6. C.R.S. 1963: § 8-8-6. 

 
 
 

• Colorado Statute: Title 37 Water And Irrigation : Water Conservation Board And 
Compacts : General And Administrative : Article 60 Colorado Water Conservation 
Board : Part 1 General Provisions: 37-60-122.2. Fish and wildlife resources - 
legislative declaration - fish and wildlife resources fund - authorization.  37-60-
122.2. Fish and wildlife resources - legislative declaration - fish and wildlife 
resources fund - authorization.   

37-60-122.2. Fish and wildlife resources - legislative declaration - fish and 
wildlife resources fund - authorization. (1) (a) The general assembly hereby 
recognizes the responsibility of the state for fish and wildlife resources found in and 
around state waters which are affected by the construction, operation, or maintenance 
of water diversion, delivery, or storage facilities. The general assembly hereby declares 
that such fish and wildlife resources are a matter of statewide concern and that impacts 
on such resources should be mitigated by the project applicants in a reasonable 
manner. It is the intent of the general assembly that fish and wildlife resources that are 
affected by the construction, operation, or maintenance of water diversion, delivery, or 
storage facilities should be mitigated to the extent, and in a manner, that is 
economically reasonable and maintains a balance between the development of the 
state's water resources and the protection of the state's fish and wildlife resources. (b) 
Except as provided in this paragraph (b), the applicant for any water diversion, 
delivery, or storage facility which requires an application for a permit, license, or other 
approval from the United States shall inform the Colorado water conservation board, 
wildlife commission, and division of wildlife of its application and submit a mitigation 
proposal pursuant to this section. Exempted from such requirement are the Animas-La 
Plata project, the Two Forks dam and reservoir project, and the Homestake water 
project for which definite plan reports and final environmental impact statements have 
been approved or which are awaiting approval of the same, applicants for site specific 
dredge and fill permits for operations not requiring construction of a reservoir, and 
applicants for section 404 federal nationwide permits. If an applicant that is subject to 
the provisions of this section and the commission agree upon a mitigation plan for the 
facility, the commission shall forward such agreement to the Colorado water 
conservation board, and the board shall adopt such agreement at its next meeting as 
the official state position on the mitigation actions required of the applicant. In all cases 
the commission shall proceed expeditiously and, no later than sixty days from the 
applicant's notice, unless extended in writing by the applicant, make its evaluation 
regarding the probable impact of the proposed facility on fish and wildlife resources and 
their habitat and to make its recommendation regarding such reasonable mitigation 
actions as may be needed.  (c) The commission's evaluation and proposed mitigation 
recommendation shall be transmitted to the Colorado water conservation board. The 
board within sixty days, unless extended in writing by the applicant, shall either affirm 
the mitigation recommendation of the commission as the official state position or shall 
make modifications or additions thereto supported by a memorandum that sets out the 
basis for any changes made. Whenever modifications or additions are made by the 
board in the commission's mitigation recommendation, the governor, within sixty days, 
shall affirm or modify the mitigation recommendation which shall then be the official 
state position with respect to mitigation. The official state position, established 
pursuant to this subsection (1) shall be communicated to each federal, state, or other 
governmental agency from which the applicant must obtain a permit, license, or other 
approval.  (2) (a) Moneys transferred to the fish and wildlife resources fund pursuant to 
the provisions of section 37-60-121 (6) are hereby continuously appropriated to the 
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Colorado water conservation board for the purpose of making grants pursuant to this 
subsection (2) and for offsetting the direct and indirect costs of the board for 
administering the grants. The interest earned from the investment of the moneys in the 
fund shall be credited to the fund.  (b) To the extent that the cost of implementing the 
mitigation recommendation made pursuant to subsection (1) of this section exceeds 
five percent of the costs of a water diversion, delivery, or storage facility, the board 
shall, upon the application of the applicant, make a mitigation grant to the applicant. 
The amount of the grant shall be sufficient to pay for the mitigation recommendation as 
determined by this section to the extent required above the applicant's five percent 
share. Any additional enhancement shall be at the discretion and within the means of 
the board. Under no circumstance shall the total amount of the grant exceed five 
percent of the construction costs of the project, or be disbursed in installments that 
exceed seventy percent of the amount of the grant during any fiscal year. Any 
mitigation cost in excess of ten percent of the construction costs of a project shall be 
borne by the applicant.  (c) An applicant may apply for an enhancement grant by 
submitting to the commission and the board an enhancement proposal for enhancing 
fish and wildlife resources over and above the levels existing without such facilities. The 
commission shall submit its recommendations on the proposal to the board for its 
consideration. The board, with the concurrence of the commission, may award a grant 
for fish and wildlife enhancement. Any such enhancement grant will be shared equally 
by the Colorado water conservation board's fish and wildlife resources fund and the 
division of wildlife's wildlife cash funds and other funds available to the division.  (d) 
For the purpose of this subsection (2), construction costs means the best estimate of 
the physical construction costs as fixed by the Colorado water conservation board as of 
the date of the grant application. Costs should be limited to design, engineering and 
physical construction and will not include the costs of planning, financing, and 
environmental documentation, mitigation costs, legal expenses, site acquisition or 
water rights.  (e) Species recovery grants from the fish and wildlife resources fund may 
be made for the purpose of responding to needs of declining native species and to 
those species protected under the federal "Endangered Species Act of 1973", 16 U.S.C. 
sec. 1531, et seq., as amended, in a manner that will carry out the state water policy.  
(f) (Deleted by amendment, L. 2001, p. 692, § 28, effective May 30, 2001.)  (3) 
Decisions relating to the official state mitigation position made pursuant to paragraph 
(c) of subsection (1) of this section shall not be subject to judicial review.  (4) The 
board shall distribute mitigation and enhancement grants reasonably and equitably 
among water basins toward the end that those projects sponsored by beneficiaries east 
of the continental divide receive fifty percent of the money granted and those projects 
sponsored by beneficiaries west of the continental divide receive fifty percent of the 
money granted under this section.  (5) The general assembly hereby recognizes the 
role instream flows and river restoration projects play in mitigating the effects of the 
construction, operation, and maintenance of water diversion, delivery, and storage 
facilities. Therefore, the Colorado water conservation board and the operators of 
existing water diversion, delivery, or storage facilities projects are hereby authorized to 
apply directly to the board for moneys for projects to carry out the purposes of this 
section. The board is authorized to grant such moneys if it finds that such projects will 
further the purposes of this section. Source: L. 87: Entire section added, p. 1297, § 5, 
effective July 13. L. 97: (1)(a) and (2)(a) amended and (2)(e) added, p. 1600, § 1, 
effective June 4. L. 98: (2)(f) added, p. 1004, § 5, effective May 27. L. 99: (2)(a) 
amended, p. 628, § 36, effective August 4. L. 2001: (2)(a), (2)(c), (2)(e), and (2)(f) 
amended, p. 692, § 28, effective May 30. L. 2002: (5) added, p. 456, § 28, effective 
May 23.  
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• COLORADO STATUTE: Title 23 Higher Education And Vocational Training : State 
Universities And Colleges : State Universities And Colleges : Article 30 Board Of 
Governors Of The Colorado State University System : Part 3 State Forest Service: 
23-30-301.   

   
23-30-301.  Legislative Declaration. (1) The general assembly hereby finds that:  
(a) The management of Colorado's state-owned forested land has far-reaching impacts 
on overall forest condition, risk of wildfire, water quantity and quality, and wildlife 
habitat;   (b) The unnatural condition of many forests throughout the state leaves them 
at great risk to catastrophic fires, invasion by exotic and native pest species, and other 
types of damage on a landscape scale;  (c) As a result of the 2002 wildfire season, the 
worst in Colorado's recorded history, in which two thousand twelve fires consumed over 
half a million acres of forested land: (I) Local, state, and federal agencies incurred one 
hundred fifty-two million dollars in suppression costs and at least fifty million dollars to 
date in rehabilitation costs on United States forest service land alone; and  (II) Eighty-
one thousand four hundred thirty-five residents had to be evacuated from their homes; 
(d) Excessive runoff and soil erosion that occurs following wildfires poses a substantial 
threat to water quantity and quality in areas dependent on forest watersheds, including 
water supplies and wildlife;  (e) Since 1937, United States forest service scientists 
have been studying the relationship between forests and water yields in the Fraser 
Experimental Forest in western Colorado and have found that unnaturally overgrown 
stands reduce water yields and that carefully applied natural forest management 
practices can conserve a more natural water yield;  (f) Decades of scientific research 
have built a foundation of knowledge and technologies to inform and implement sound 
forest management and conservation;  (g) Robust, resilient forest conditions that 
sustain diverse forest stages are essential for productive habitat, healthy populations of 
wildlife, and improved water quality and quantity for Colorado's fisheries;  (h) Sound 
forest management activities, such as thinning, prescribed burning, and insect and 
disease treatments, improve the overall diversity and vigor of forested landscapes as 
well as the condition of related water, wildlife, recreation, and aesthetic resources;  (i) 
The Colorado state forest service has worked cooperatively and successfully with the 
division of wildlife, the state board of land commissioners, and the division of parks 
and outdoor recreation to improve the condition of forested land and wildlife habitat in 
selected project areas;  (j) The executive director of the department of natural 
resources is authorized to enter into an agreement with the board of governors of the 
Colorado state university system to work cooperatively with the Colorado state forest 
service and to provide staff for the division of forestry to carry out its mission of 
improving the health and sustainability of Colorado's forested state land.   (2) The 
general assembly hereby declares that it is the public policy of this state to encourage 
the health of forest ecosystems through responsible management of the forest land of 
the state and through coordination with the United States secretary of the interior and 
the United States secretary of agriculture to develop management plans for federal 
lands within the state of Colorado pursuant to 16 U.S.C. sec. 530, 16 U.S.C. sec. 1604, 
and 43 U.S.C. sec. 1712, including the use of prescribed and natural ignition fires and 
other pre-suppression activities, such as the harvest of materials, in order to preserve 
forest and other natural resources, enhance the growth and maintenance of forests, 
conserve forest cover on watersheds, protect recreational, wildlife, and other values, 
promote stability of forest-using industries, and prevent loss of life and damage to 
property from wildfires and other conflagrations.   Source: L. 65: p. 923, § 1. C.R.S. 
1963: § 112-7-27. L. 2000: Entire section amended, p. 1302, § 3, effective May 26. 
L. 2003: Entire section amended, p. 1034, § 2, effective April 17; entire section 
amended, p. 2507, § 1, effective August 6. 
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• Colorado Statute: Title 33 Wildlife And Parks And Outdoor Recreation: Wildlife: 
Article 2 Nongame And Endangered Species Conservation : 33-2-102. Legislative 
Declaration.   

 
33-2-102. Legislative declaration.  The general assembly finds and declares that it 
is the policy of this state to manage all nongame wildlife, recognizing the private 
property rights of individual property owners, for human enjoyment and welfare, for 
scientific purposes, and to insure their perpetuation as members of ecosystems; that 
species or subspecies of wildlife indigenous to this state which may be found to be 
endangered or threatened within the state should be accorded protection in order to 
maintain and enhance their numbers to the extent possible; that this state should 
assist in the protection of species or subspecies of wildlife which are deemed to be 
endangered or threatened elsewhere; and that adequate funding be made available to 
the division annually by appropriations from the general fund.   Source: L. 84: Entire 
article R&RE, p. 862, § 1, effective January 1, 1985.   [Note: This section was 
contained in an article that was repealed and reenacted in 1984.   Provisions of this 
section, as it existed in 1984, are similar to those contained in § 33-8-102 as said 
section existed in 1983, the year prior to the repeal and reenactment of this article.] 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Source for all materials this section §294.14 (a) (5) are Colorado Revised Statutes as amended. 
This hyperlink is provided for you convenience  
http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=templates&fn=fs-main.htm&2.0 
 
 
 
 


