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GRAND MESA, UNCOMPAHGRE, AND GUNNISON NATIONAL 
FOREST  

ROADLESS AREAS FROM A WILDLIFE PERSPECTIVE 
 
 
The Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forest 2005 draft revision plan has 
identified and evaluated numerous individual roadless units.  We have provided comments in 
support of all of the recommendations from the draft plan.  Overall, we recommend no new 
roads and do not want to see any less restrictive management in these areas. 
 
BALDY PEAK #20453 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area.  This area is critical 
Bighorn sheep habitat and extensive habitat improvements specifically for Bighorn sheep have 
been conducted in the area.  Besides being critical Bighorn sheep habitat this area is mapped 
as bald eagle winter range, black bear summer and fall concentration area, elk winter range 
and winter concentration area, elk production area, potential lynx habitat, mule deer winter 
and summer range, and Merriam turkey overall range.   We recommend keeping existing trails 
open in this area and not creating any motorized trails or roads.   
 
 
WHITEHOUSE MOUNTAIN #20454 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area. We also support this 
area being considered for wilderness designation. Bighorn sheep are utilizing this area more 
especially in the south and east sections of the area.  This area is mapped as Bighorn sheep 
overall range, summer range and a migration area, black bear concentration area, elk summer 
range and concentration area, potential lynx habitat, mule deer summer range and overall 
range for Merriam turkey. 
 
 
SHEEP CREEK/LAST DOLLAR #20455 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area. We also support this 
area being considered for wilderness designation. We recommend keeping existing roads open 
but not creating any new roads.  This area is mapped as Bighorn sheep winter, summer and 
overall range, elk winter range, elk summer range and within an elk migration corridor, 
potential lynx habitat, and mule deer summer range.  Deep Creek and East Fork of Deep 
Creek is designated a native cutthroat water and contains a conservation population of 
Colorado River cutthroat trout, Oncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus, a state species of special 
concern.  Colorado River cutthroat trout now occupy only 10% of historic range in Colorado 
and conservation populations are remnant populations of the best genetic purity and deserve 
the highest level of protection.  Potential impacts of new roads and increased vehicle use on 
cutthroat habitats include degradation of riparian habitats, increased sedimentation, and 
barriers to fish movement from road culverts. 
 
 
JOHNSON BASIN #20461 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area.  This area is used by 
elk, deer, black bears, Merriam’s turkey and blue grouse through out the summer, fall and 
winter.  This area is also historic Columbian sharp-tailed grouse habitat and potential lynx 
habitat.  We recommend keeping existing trails open in this area and not creating any new 
motorized trails or roads.   
 
 
LONG CANYON #20462 
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We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area.  This area is used by 
elk, deer, black bears, Merriam’s turkey and blue grouse through out the summer, fall and 
winter.  This area is also historic Columbian sharp-tailed grouse habitat and potential lynx 
habitat. 
 
 
 
CALAMITY BASIN #20463 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area.  This area is used by 
elk, deer, black bears, mountain lion, Merriam’s turkey and blue grouse through out the 
spring, summer, fall and winter.  In addition this area is also potential lynx habitat.  We 
recommend keeping existing trails open in this area and not creating any new motorized trails 
or roads.   
 
 
UNAWEEP #20464 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area.  This area is used by 
elk, deer, black bears, Merriam’s turkey and blue grouse through out the spring, summer, fall 
and winter.  This area is also historic Columbian sharp-tailed grouse habitat and potential lynx 
habitat. 
 
 
LITTLE CIMARRON #20450 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area. We also support this 
area being considered for wilderness designation. This area is mapped as Bighorn sheep 
overall range with some summer and winter range areas. It is also a black bear concentration 
area, elk summer range and concentration area, potential lynx habitat and mule deer summer 
range.  This area includes the watershed around East Fork of the Cimarron River which 
contains Colorado River cutthroat trout, Oncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus, a state species of 
special concern.  Colorado River cutthroat trout now occupy only 10% of historic range in 
Colorado deserve the highest level of protection.  Potential impacts of new roads and 
increased vehicle use on cutthroat habitats include degradation of riparian habitats, increased 
sedimentation, and barriers to fish movement from road culverts. 
 
 
TURRET RIDGE #20451 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area. We also support this 
area being considered for wilderness designation. This area is mapped as Bighorn sheep 
overall range with some summer and winter range areas. It is also a black bear concentration 
area, elk summer range and concentration area, potential lynx habitat and mule deer summer 
range.  This area includes the watershed around West Fork and Middle Fork of Cimarron River 
which contains Colorado River cutthroat trout, Oncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus, a state species 
of special concern.  Colorado River cutthroat trout now occupy only 10% of historic range in 
Colorado deserve the highest level of protection.  Potential impacts of new roads and 
increased vehicle use on cutthroat habitats include degradation of riparian habitats, increased 
sedimentation, and barriers to fish movement from road culverts. 
 
 
 
CIMARRON RIDGE #20452 
 
We support this area remaining and being managed as a roadless area. It is occupied by black 
bear, an elk summer range and concentration area and a mule deer summer range.  Nate 
Creek is designated a native cutthroat water and contains a population of Colorado River 
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cutthroat trout, Oncorhynchus clarkii pleuriticus, a state species of special concern.  Colorado 
River cutthroat trout now occupy only 10% of historic range in Colorado and remaining 
populations deserve the highest level of protection.  Potential impacts of new roads and 
increased vehicle use on cutthroat habitats include degradation of riparian habitats, increased 
sedimentation, and barriers to fish movement from road culverts.  Of concern is the expanding 
network of OHV trails on the east side of the Cimarron Ridge. There has been a significant 
decline in the occupancy of these wildlife species due to the high concentration of OHV use in 
this area. We recommend no new vehicle use areas be developed and that OHV use be 
restricted to the designated trails only.  
 
 
DOMINGUEZ #20465 
 
The Dominguez roadless area is located on the northeast end of the Uncompaghre Plateau, 
west of Delta.  The eastern edge of the area is bounded by Bureau of Land Management 
property Wilderness Study Area.  This is a very arid and rugged area that is popular for 
hunting and wildlife viewing.   
 
The Dominguez drainage is dominated by Pinyon/Juniper stands, Gambel Oak hillsides and 
open sage parks.  The steep terrain makes travel through much of this country arduous to 
impossible for most everything, but wildlife. 
 
This is a great overall range for deer and elk, from calving and fawning to winter range.  Much 
of this country has been known to hold large numbers of both.  This area has been known to 
be used by turkey and the occasional peregrine falcon.  Given the rugged, arid terrain, 
mountain lions are present, as well as, black bear, given the stands of Gambel Oak hillsides.  
There has been historic use of sharp-tail grouse and Gunnison’s sage grouse. 
 
Much of the area is a used by a population of desert bighorn sheep.  The area is frequented 
year round by sheep, given the arid terrain and low snow amounts that the area receives. 
 
We recommend that the area be managed as a roadless area given the wildlife use in the 
area.  We also recommend that expansion of OHV trails be ceased and the existing trails be 
used at a minimum.  The disturbance on wildlife tends to have a great impact throughout the 
year. 
 
 
KELSO MESA #20466 
 
Kelso Mesa roadless area is located on the Uncompaghre Plateau, southwest of Delta.  The 
area is bounded on the east by public and private property.  This is a very rugged and steep 
area that is popular for hunting and wildlife viewing.   
 
The area is dominated by oakbrush, serviceberry, ponderosa pine, spruce-fir-aspen and 
pinyon-juniper.  This steep terrain makes it very tough to navigate in on foot, let alone in a 
vehicle.   
 
This is a great overall range for deer and elk, from calving and fawning to winter range.  Much 
of this country has been known to hold large numbers of both.  This area has been used by 
turkey, mountain lion, black bear, chukar, blue grouse, various raptors, desert bighorn, the 
occasional lynx and now potentially moose.  This area is also known to be historic Columbian 
sharp-tail grouse habitat and Gunnison’s sage grouse. 
 
We recommend that the area be managed as a roadless area given the wildlife use in the 
area. We also recommend that expansion of OHV trails be ceased and the existing trails be 
used at a minimum.  The disturbance on wildlife tends to have a great impact throughout the 
year. 
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Tabeguache Special Management Area 
 
The Tabeguache Special Management Area is located north of Nucla.  Travel in this area is 
primarily limited to foot and horseback, although several bicycle trails do exist.  It is a popular 
hunting area for big game, Merriam’s turkey, and blue grouse.  The North Fork of Tabeguache 
is also a popular fishing spot for rainbow trout for some local fisherman, and efforts are 
underway by the CDOW to improve fishing below the confluence of the North and South Forks 
of the Tabeguache.  The area is dominated by steep slopes and small benches.  Habitat types 
consist largely of Pinyon-Juniper and Ponderosa Pine habitats, although pockets of Aspen can 
be found on northern aspects and in the upper elevations of the special management area. 
 
The Tabeguache Special Management Area is an important production and summer 
concentration area for elk, as well as well as providing them with early spring/late fall habitat.  
It also provides spring/summer/fall range for mule deer, and overall range for black bear and 
mountain lion.  In addition, this special management area lies within the overall range, and is 
a production area for Merriam’s turkey.  
 
Tabeguache Special Management Area Recommendations 
 
The Tabeguache Special Management Area currently does not allow for motorized travel.  
Adequate foot and horseback trails exist in this area.  Because of the areas rugged terrain and 
its importance to wildlife, we recommend that the Tabeguache Special Management Area stay 
under its current management program. 

 


