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1313 Sherman Street, Room 718 
Denver, Colorado    80203 
 
Re:  Recommendations for the Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forests Inventoried Roadless Areas 
 
Dear Chairman George: 
 
The Colorado Division of Wildlife appreciates and would like to thank the Inventoried Roadless Area (IRA) 
Task Force for the opportunity to review and comment on roadless area designations within the Arapaho-
Roosevelt National Forests.  We believe that the public process of determining roadless designation is 
vital to ensuring appropriate management and stakeholder involvement in Colorado’s National Forests.   
This letter complements and summarizes 147 pages of comments assembled on the 40 IRAs within the 
Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forests by the Colorado Division of Wildlife’s professional wildlife managers 
and wildlife biologists and has been assembled by Northeast Assistant Regional Manager Kathi Green and 
Northwest Assistant Regional Manager Steve Yamashita.   This summary was submitted to Jim Goodyear 
on April 4, 2006.  For specific comments and greater detail on each IRA please refer to the companion 
document on the CD (file: Petition Worksheets Arapaho Roosevelt 40 IRAs w Index 04 05 2006). 
 
The definition of a road, as outlined by the United States Forest Service (USFS) IRA process, is any 
vehicular route that is greater than 50 inches wide and constructed for the purpose of full size vehicle 
use.  Our mutual understanding of the IRA designation under the 2001 conservation rule is that it 
prohibits new road construction and reconstruction of existing roads with the following exceptions:  to 
protect human health and safety, to conduct environmental cleanup, to allow for reserved rights provided 
for by statute, to prevent resource damage, to rectify hazardous road conditions, and/or roads needed in 
conjunction with mineral leases.  The 2001 roadless conservation rule definition also prohibits cutting, 
sale, and removal of timber with the following exceptions:  removal of small diameter timber, 
improvement of habitat for threatened, endangered, or sensitive species, and to maintain or restore 
ecosystem composition.   
 
Maintaining roadless characteristics in the recommended IRAs on the Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forest 
is pertinent to the mission of the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW), which is “… to protect, preserve, 
enhance and manage wildlife for the use, benefit and enjoyment of the people of this state and its 
visitors”.  Roadless designation in these areas will also assist in meeting CDOW management principles 
and goals as outlined in our Strategic Plan.  These include management emphasizing multi-species 
communities across landscapes, protection of endangered and threatened species and their habitats, 
maintenance of healthy and viable big game, upland game, small game, and aquatic wildlife populations, 
and to increase hunter/angler opportunity and game availability.    
 
Our approach to this process is to provide the necessary wildlife information to the task force to assist 
them with their final recommendations regarding IRA designations.  There is some variation between the 
two regions in the wildlife factors evaluated.  The Northeast Region evaluated the wildlife species 
distribution and wildlife values of each IRA with special emphasis on species for which the IRA provides a 
significant or critical portion of the habitat needs.  The Northwest Region's comments are directed mainly 
at the effects of roads on certain indicator species or species of economic importance but it should be 
emphasized that many other wildlife species that are not mentioned exist or have suitable habitat within 
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these described portions of the Arapaho National Forest.  The Northwest Region also made its comments 
with the understanding that any modifications to roads which may be allowed in designated roadless 
areas will be evaluated through the NEPA process as applied by the USFS.  Our review teams included 
Area Wildlife Managers, District Wildlife Managers, Wildlife Conservation Biologists, Terrestrial Biologists, 
and Fishery Biologists.  Each region's comments were reviewed by the Assistant Regional Manager. 
 
Where new roads or motorized trails are allowed within existing roadless designations, every effort should 
be made to reduce the impact of these roads on wildlife.  One major consequence of new roads or 
motorized trails is increased levels of silt in waterways.  Increased siltation in streams or lakes can have 
negative effects on aquatic invertebrates as well as the vertebrates that depend upon them as food 
sources.  Additional silt load may have adverse affects on the reproductive capacity of aquatic species if it 
occurs during their spawning period.  Mitigating measures to help off set the affects of additional roads 
can be the use of culverts and bridges instead of low water crossings, seasonal closures to protect 
wintering animals on critical range, and the obliteration of temporal roads after their intended purpose is 
terminated.   
 
IRA Synopsis 
The following pages are a synopsis of wildlife information and our specific recommendations on the 
designated Individual Roadless Areas in the Arapaho – Roosevelt National Forests.  We have also included 
individual IRA content worksheets providing detailed information for the benefit of the Task Force 
members.  Where an IRA occurred in both DOW regions, the comments are distinguished by the county 
in which that portion of the IRA occurs. 
 

Bard Creek IRA 
The Bard Creek IRA is composed of more than 25,000 acres north of Interstate 70, roughly from 
Georgetown west to the Continental Divide; covering Republican, Democrat, and Woods Mountains, 
Engelmann, Robeson and Bard Peaks, and Mounts Bethel and Parnassus.  The area is primarily dense 
lodgepole and spruce/fir forests in lower elevations, and rocky, steep and talus slopes in the higher 
elevations.  A large majority of the land in the western half of the roadless area is completely 
inaccessible by motorized vehicle, and is transected by several trails.  Bard Creek is a popular area 
for both deer and elk hunters, as the local populations maintain a year-round residence in the higher 
elevations, weather permitting.  One of Colorado's larger bighorn sheep herds (the Georgetown herd) 
inhabits the alpine and timberline area, with seasonal migrations to lower elevations.   It is not 
uncommon for bighorn sheep to migrate from the tundra around Republican and Democrat mountains 
down toward Bakerville and Silver Plume within a few days.  Bard Creek is entirely within the overall 
range for bighorn and contains a substantial amount of winter range and winter concentration areas. 
The contiguous and undisturbed habitat is vital to bighorn use and survival.  Currently, the herd is 
the subject of a DOW research study.  The study area includes the IRA and extends both east and 
west along the Clear Creek corridor.  The herd is also used a source herd for sheep transplants.  
Bighorn sheep hunting in the area is popular as the herd is managed for both archery and rifle 
opportunity.  Access to Bard Creek is limited, and the area is generally managed for back country 
hunting for big game species.   Bard Creek has been stocked with greenback cutthroat trout, and the 
streams and lakes within the IRA have both stocked and naturally reproducing populations of brook 
trout.  Boreal toad surveys are underway to determine potential suitable habitat and species use 
within the area.  Finally, Bard Creek serves as important habitat to over 100 passerine bird species, 
over 30 small mammals and numerous raptors.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless 
designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Byers Peak IRA 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to Elk, 
black bear, lynx, wolverine, mountain goat, mountain lion, mule deer, moose and pine marten.  
These areas include important summer habitat for elk, mule deer, black bear, pine marten as well as 
providing connectivity from higher elevation to lower elevation habitats.  Moose are common in the 
drainages throughout this area.  This subunit has significant wildlife value for terrestrial, avian and 
aquatic species.  Large unbroken roadless areas are essential for maintaining the ecological health of 
the habitat used by these species.  Ample timber harvest exists in the Crimson Vegetation treatment 
area.  Additional fragmentation could have negative impacts on landscape scale movements and 
health of all wildlife species in the unit.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation 
remain on this IRA. 
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Cache La Poudre Adjacent Area 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to, elk, mule deer, moose, black bear, mountain lion, and turkey.  Habitat serves as mule 
deer and elk winter concentration area, production area as well as serving as a migration corridor.  
The South Fork of the Cache La Poudre River is designated as priority habitat for moose.  Large, 
unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity of the habitat 
used by these species. It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Cherokee Park IRA 
This area has essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, fish, etc. such as, but not limited to, 
moose, elk, mule deer, black bear, and mountain lion. The current USFS management prescription for 
this area is desirable for all wildlife species found in this area. Current management of this area is 
highly desirable and should continue with existing roads and forest management plans. It is therefore 
recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Comanche Peak Adjacent Area A 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, moose, boreal owl, northern goshawk, lynx and 
wood frog. Habitat serves as elk summer concentration, production area and migration corridor, as 
well as overall moose range, summer range, and concentration area.  This area is known for its high 
moose density and watchable wildlife value. Confirmed boreal owl breeding records begin in the early 
1980’s at Cameron Pass, Larimer County, and juveniles observed at Deadman Mountain Lookout, 
Larimer County, documents boreal owls’ use of adjacent habitat. Historically, this IRA provided lynx 
(FT and SE) habitat and currently does have potential for lynx with good populations of snowshoe 
hares, the lynx’s primary prey. Recent documentation demonstrates lynx currently utilizing adjacent 
habitats. Wood frog (state species of concern) has breeding with recruitment into populations within 
this IRA. It has been documented that road construction and timber management are two reasons for 
possible decline in wood frog populations [reported in, Haynes, C.M and S.D. Aird. 1981.  The 
Distribution and Habitat Requirements of the Wood Frog (Ranidae: Rana sylvatica Le Conte) in 
Colorado.  Colorado Division of Wildlife, Special Report Number 50].  Large, unbroken roadless areas 
are essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity of the habitat used by these species.  
It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA.\ 
 
Comanche Peak Adjacent Area B 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, moose, boreal owl, northern goshawk, lynx, and 
river otter. Habitat serves as elk summer concentration, production area and migration corridor. 
Confirmed boreal owl breeding records begin in the early 1980’s at Cameron Pass, Larimer County, 
and juveniles observed at Deadman Mountain Lookout, Larimer County, documents boreal owls’ use 
of adjacent habitat. Historically, this IRA provided lynx (FT and SE) habitat and currently does have 
potential for lynx with good populations of snowshoe hares, the lynx’s primary prey. Recent 
documentation demonstrates lynx currently utilizing adjacent habitats. This IRA includes the main 
stem of the Cache La Poudre River which is designated as overall river otter (ST) habitat; probable 
sightings have occurred within this area. Large, unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving 
the ecological health and integrity of the habitat used by these species. It is therefore recommended 
that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Comanche Peak Adjacent Area C 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, moose, boreal owl, northern goshawk, lynx and 
turkey. Habitat serves as mule deer and elk overall range, winter concentration area, production area 
as well as serving as a migration corridor. Historically, this IRA provided lynx (FT and SE) habitat and 
currently does have potential for lynx with good populations of snowshoe hares, the lynx’s primary 
prey. Large, unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity 
of the habitat used by these species. It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation 
remain on this IRA. 

 
Comanche Peak Adjacent Area D 
This IRA unit has been recommended for wilderness designation by the USFS. The Comanche Peak 
Adjacent Area, Unit D, provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. 
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including, but not limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, moose, boreal owl, northern 
goshawk, lynx and greenback cutthroat trout. Habitat serves as elk summer range, production area 
and migration corridor. Historically, this IRA provided lynx (FT and SE) habitat and currently does 
have potential for lynx with good populations of snowshoe hares, the lynx’s primary prey. Recent 
documentation demonstrates lynx currently utilizing adjacent habitats. This IRA includes 2 drainages 
that are conservation recovery streams for greenback cutthroat trout (FT and ST).  These include the 
east and west forks of Sheep Creek, then merging into Sheep Creek. Large, unbroken roadless areas 
are essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity of the habitat used by these species. It 
is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Comanche Peak Adjacent Area E 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, moose, boreal owl, northern goshawk and lynx. 
Habitat serves as mule deer and elk overall range, winter concentration area, production area as well 
as serving as a migration corridor. Historically, this IRA provided lynx (FT and SE) habitat and 
currently does have potential for lynx with good populations of snowshoe hares, the lynx’s primary 
prey. Large, unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity 
of the habitat used by these species. It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation 
remain on this IRA. 
 
Comanche Peak Adjacent Area F 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, moose, boreal owl, northern goshawk, lynx and 
boreal toad. Habitat serves as mule deer and elk overall range, summer range, production area as 
well as serving as a migration corridor. The South Fork of the Cache La Poudre River is designated as 
priority habitat for moose. Historically, this IRA provided lynx (FT and SE) habitat and currently does 
have potential for lynx with good populations of snowshoe hares, the lynx’s primary prey. This IRA 
includes critical habitat for boreal toads (SE) and its reproduction. Boreal toad breeding and 
recruitment has been documented at Twin Lakes adjacent to this unit; other individual toads have 
been captured and are known to inhabit the area. Large, unbroken roadless areas are essential for 
preserving the ecological health and integrity of the habitat used by these species. It is therefore 
recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Comanche Peak Adjacent Area G 
This Inventoried Roadless Area (IRA) is within the Estes-Poudre Ranger District.  The unit serves as 
habitat for resident big game ungulates and small game species as well as non-game birds and small 
mammals.  The unit encompasses approximately 15, 618 acres of important wildlife habitat for five 
big game species, over 100 passerine bird species, 35 small mammal species and seven raptor 
species.  Riparian and ponderosa pine habitats contain the greatest diversity of wildlife species. 
 
This area is also known to be important habitat for mountain lions because of the concentrations of 
big game animals and abundant small mammals. It is also important habitat for black bear due to the 
availability of mountain mahogany and other forage plants within the riparian corridors.    
 
This area is adjacent to private lands and U.S. Forest Service (USFS) areas with very high motorized 
trail use (primarily from ATVs and motorcycles) in addition to four wheel drive road areas, private 
road easements, and county roads. The integrity of the wildlife habitat within these modules is very 
important due to the use of adjoining areas. It is therefore recommended that the roadless 
designation remain on this IRA and that no new motorized trails be constructed in this area.   
 
Copper Mountain IRA  
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
black bear, elk, lynx, mountain lion and mule deer.  Although many mining claims exist and is 
adjacent to subdivisions and year around homes, this IRA serves as important summer range as well 
as an  migration corridor from summer to winter habitat for mule deer and elk.  Large, unbroken 
roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological heath and integrity of the habitat use by 
these species.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
Crosier Mountain IRA 
The Crosier Mountain subunit provides wildlife habitat for many wildlife species including bighorn 
sheep, elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, wild turkey, blue grouse, peregrine falcon and 
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northern goshawk. The subunit consists of large meadows, aspen stands, ponderosa pine, Douglas 
fir, lodgepole pine, and blue spruce mixed forest. Several steep and rocky canyons provide bighorn 
sheep habitat, including a lambing area.  Bighorn sheep that use this subunit provide plenty of 
wildlife viewing opportunities from the roads that surround it. The CDOW and the USFS completed 
three cooperative prescribed burns totaling about 2000 acres to improve elk winter range. This 
subunit is critical elk winter range and a very important late season elk harvest area for elk which 
migrate out of Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP) during the winter. RMNP has an overpopulation 
of elk.  It is recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Gold Run IRA 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
deer, elk, goshawks, pine marten and moose.  The area adjacent to the IRA is heavily impacted year 
around by motorized recreation, including OHV’s and snow machines.   The IRA currently provides 
some degree of solitude for wildlife in an area highly impacted by motorized recreation.  By 
maintaining this area in its current roadless status, it will allow for increased habitat diversity for a 
variety of wildlife species. Private agricultural lands may also be impacted adversely if elk are 
displaced from the IRA due to increased motorized use.  The Gold Run subunit has significant wildlife 
values for terrestrial, avian and aquatic species.  Large parcels of roadless lands will add to the 
ecological health of the habitat used by wildlife.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless 
designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Green Ridge East 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, moose, boreal owl, northern goshawk, lynx, 
bighorn sheep, peregrine falcon, greenback cutthroat trout, boreal toad, and wood frog. Habitat 
serves as mule deer and elk summer range, production area and migration corridor. Confirmed boreal 
owl breeding records begin in the early 1980’s at Cameron Pass, Larimer County, and juveniles 
observed at Deadman Mountain Lookout, Larimer County, documents boreal owls’ use of adjacent 
habitat. Historically, this IRA provided lynx (FT and SE) habitat and currently does have potential for 
lynx with good populations of snowshoe hares, the lynx’s primary prey. Recent documentation 
demonstrates lynx currently utilizing adjacent habitats. This IRA includes habitat that serves as 
bighorn sheep overall, summer, winter, winter concentration, and production area. Peregrine falcon 
(state species of concern), have been documented nesting in this IRA, with an active nest site on 
Boston peak. This IRA includes two drainages that have known populations of greenback cutthroat 
trout (FT and ST). These include Roaring Creek and Williams Gulch which are a conservation historic 
population and a conservation recovery population, respectively. Currently roads in the headwaters of 
Roaring Creek are impacting the cutthroat population via vehicle and ATV traffic. Sedimentation 
created by road construction is known to be detrimental to trout streams. We are currently working 
with the USFS to slow this sedimentation process. This IRA includes critical habitat for boreal toads 
(SE) and reproduction. Wood frog (state species of concern) has breeding with recruitment into 
populations within this IRA. It has been documented that road construction and timber management 
are two reasons for possible decline in wood frog populations [reported in, Haynes, C.M and S.D. 
Aird. 1981.  The Distribution and Habitat Requirements of the Wood Frog (Ranidae: Rana sylvatica Le 
Conte) in Colorado.  Refer to: Colorado Division of Wildlife, Special Report Number 50].  Large, 
unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity of the habitat 
used by these species. It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Green Ridge West 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to bald eagles, peregrine falcons, boreal owls, bighorn sheep, moose, elk, mule deer, black 
bear, mountain lion, and bighorn sheep.  Habitat serves as mule deer, moose and elk summer range. 
The current USFS management prescription for this area is desirable for all wildlife species found in 
this area. Current management of this area is highly desirable and should continue with existing 
roads and forest management plans. It is recommended that no changes be made in the current 
designation for this unit. 
 

 
Greyrock 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, bighorn sheep, turkey, river otter, and Preble’s 
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meadow jumping mouse. Habitat serves as mule deer and elk summer range, winter range and 
winter concentration area. The south aspects of this IRA and those from the canyon floor up to forest 
edge are designated as bighorn sheep overall range, summer and winter range, with those areas 
from the Narrows to Ansel Watrous campground, and Red Mountain as concentration and production 
areas. The Cache La Poudre River and the North Fork of the Cache La Poudre River, from the Main 
Stem to north of Seaman’s reservoir are designated as river otter (ST) overall range. The majority of 
drainages in this IRA are designated as low potential for Preble’s Meadow Jumping Mouse (FT and 
ST), although many drainages have segments designated as medium potential. High potential areas 
include primarily, but not limited to, Steven’s Gulch, Hewlett Gulch and the North Fork of the Poudre 
River.  Large, unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity 
of the habitat used by these species. It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation 
remain on this IRA. 
 
Hell Canyon 
The Hell Canyon subunit provides habitat for many wildlife species including elk, mule deer, black 
bear, mountain lion, wild turkey, blue grouse, peregrine falcon, and northern goshawk. The subunit 
consists of large meadows, aspen stands, ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, lodgepole pine and blue spruce 
mixed forest. Several steep and rocky canyons bisect the subunit. Historically, bighorn sheep 
inhabited the area. With few trails and roads and difficult public access, the area sees relatively little 
human use. Relatively undisturbed areas like this are very rare along the busy Front Range.  It is 
therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Indian Peaks Adjacent Area Unit B (Ranch Creek) 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
lynx, wolverine, boreal toad, Colorado River cutthroat trout, deer and elk.  The area provides 
movement, dispersal and denning habitat for lynx, potential boreal toad habitat, and summer calving 
and fawning habitat for elk and mule deer.  The north, south, and middle forks of Ranch Creek, 
Corona Lake, Hamilton Creek and their tributaries support native fish populations (Colorado River 
cutthroat trout).  Adjacent streams possess qualities which may provide opportunities to enhance 
conservation populations and expand existing range for the Colorado River cutthroat trout and their 
recovery.   This IRA exists adjacent to the Indian Peaks Wilderness and separates private lands from 
the wilderness area.   A roadless buffer between private and public lands with higher densities of 
motorized recreation would be maintained with current roadless management.  This is important to 
maintain the connectivity of the lands for forest carnivores.  Currently, big game harvest during the 
early hunting seasons (i.e. archery, muzzleloading and early rifle) is good.  An increase in motorized 
access would quickly move elk into transitional areas prematurely.  This would result in reduced 
harvest during these early seasons.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation 
remain on this IRA. 
 
Indian Peaks Adjacent Area Unit B (Green Ridge, Knight Ridge and Strawberry) 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
river otter, bald eagles, great blue heron, osprey, elk, mule deer and moose.  This area provides:  
river otter concentration areas in the upper Colorado River portions of the unit, bald eagles utilize the 
upper Colorado River adjacent to Rocky Mountain National Park for nesting, roosting and winter 
foraging, great blue heron utilize the Arapaho Bay and Columbine Bay areas for foraging activity.  
Osprey nest in the Knight Ridge and Monarch Lake, Knight Ridge and the Roaring Fork area provide 
winter range severe winter range and winter concentration areas for elk, provides for movement and 
migration for deer and elk and provides moose concentration and winter foraging.   The CDOW and 
USFS have cooperated locally on several management prescriptions in the vicinity of this IRA.  The 
USFS has annually closed access to the Colorado River from Shadow Mountain dam downstream to 
Lake Granby to protect wintering bald eagles, and has also prohibited access to several osprey nests 
in the area.  Increased motorized activity within the IRA may cause displacement of avian species as 
well as causing dispersal of moose and elk into undesirable habitats (private agricultural lands or 
town limits).  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 

 
 

 
Indian Peaks Adjacent Area Unit C (Ironclads Area, Boulder County) 
The Ironclads area within the Indian Peaks Adjacent Area C in Boulder County contains essential 
habitat needs for wildlife species including but not limited to elk, deer, mountain lion, moose, 
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ptarmigan, black bear, and numerous small mammal species.  Large unbroken roadless areas are 
essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity of the habitat used by these species.  
There is high motorized use on USFS and private land adjacent to these areas; therefore, the 
integrity of the wildlife habitat within these areas is very important.  It is therefore recommended 
that the roadless designation remain on this IRA.  
 
Indian Peaks Adjacent Area Unit C (Lefthand and South St. Vrain Areas, Boulder County) 
The Lefthand and South St Vrain areas in Boulder County contains essential habitat needs for wildlife 
species including but not limited to elk, deer, mountain lion, moose, ptarmigan, black bear, brook 
trout, and numerous small mammal species.  These two areas contain critical calving and summer 
range habitat for elk. The areas also contain potential habitat for bighorn sheep and lynx.  Aquatic 
considerations include potential boreal toad breeding sites in marshes and lakes within the Indian 
Peaks Adjacent Area C, and potential lake chub habitat.  Greenback cutthroat trout are present in 
nearby Como Creek, and these areas provide potential habitat for this species.  The Rocky mountain 
capshell is a mollusk that is known to be in high mountain lakes nearby; thus, the Indian Peaks 
Adjacent Area C provides potential habitat.  Large unbroken roadless areas are essential for 
preserving the ecological health and integrity of the habitat used by these species.  Increased road 
access can directly degrade terrestrial and aquatic habitat, increase erosion and therefore silt in 
aquatic spawning areas, and may enhance the spread of whirling disease.  There is high motorized 
use on USFS and private land adjacent to these areas; therefore, the integrity of the wildlife habitat 
within these areas is very important. It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation 
remain on this IRA. 
 
Indian Peaks Adjacent Area Unit D (Allenspark Parcel) 
The Allenspark area in Boulder County contains essential habitat needs for wildlife species including 
but not limited to elk, deer, mountain lion, moose, ptarmigan, black bear, and numerous small 
mammal species.  Large unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological health 
and integrity of the habitat used by these species.  There are existing roads for motorized use on this 
area, and the current road pattern in the area has degraded wildlife habitat.  The Allenspark parcel is 
adjacent to designated wilderness as well as developed areas.  It provides a buffer between these 
two land uses.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA and 
that no new roads be built. 
 
Indian Peaks Adjacent Area Unit D (Rainbow Lakes and Caribou Areas) 
Rainbow Lakes and Caribou parcels within the Indian Peaks Adjacent Area D in Boulder County 
contain essential habitat needs for wildlife species including but not limited to elk, deer, mountain 
lion, moose, ptarmigan, black bear, brook trout, and numerous small mammal species.  The areas 
also contain potential habitat for bighorn sheep and lynx.  These two areas contain potential calving 
areas for elk, and contain important summer range habitat for elk.  Aquatic considerations include 
potential boreal toad breeding sites in marshes and lakes within the Indian Peaks Adjacent Area D, 
and potential lake chub habitat.  Greenback cutthroat trout are present in nearby Como Creek, and 
these areas provide potential habitat for this species.  The Rocky Mountain capshell is a mollusk that 
is known to live in high mountain lakes nearby; thus, the Indian Peaks Adjacent Area D provides 
potential habitat.  Large unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological health 
and integrity of the habitat used by these species.  Increased road access can directly degrade 
terrestrial and aquatic habitat, increase erosion and therefore silt in aquatic spawning areas, and may 
enhance the spread of whirling disease.  There is high motorized use on USFS and private land 
adjacent to these areas; therefore, the integrity of the wildlife habitat within these areas is very 
important.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA and that no 
new roads be built. 
 
James Peak IRA (Clear Creek County portion) 
The James Peak IRA encompasses about 26,044 acres and flanks both sides of the Continental Divide 
in portions of Gilpin, Clear Creek, and Grand counties.  About 55% of the area is above timberline.  
In August of 2002, about 14,000 acres of the IRA were officially designated as a Wilderness Area in 
Gilpin and Clear Creek counties.  For the purposes of this summary report, all comments will refer to 
the historic 26,044-acre IRA.  Furthermore, it is to be noted that the USFS has not delineated the IRA 
into smaller modules for more precise commenting.  The overall IRA contains a mix of upper 
montane, subalpine, and alpine plant communities consisting of Engelmann spruce, subalpine fir, 
lodgepole pine, aspen, krummholz, subalpine and alpine meadows, willow carrs, and riparian areas, 



Page 8 of 12 
C:\Documents and Settings\wildlifeweb\Desktop\CombinedRoadlessLetterNENW04052006.doc 

4/12/2006   10:45 AM 

ranging in elevation from 9,400 to 13,391 feet.  Some old growth stands of spruce and fir occur here. 
 This variety of life zones provides a wide range of habitat for many wildlife species on a seasonal or 
full-time basis.  The list includes bighorn sheep, elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, ptarmigan, 
trout, and many species of raptors, small birds and mammals.  Even an occasional moose pioneers 
through the area on an almost annual basis, coming from the North Park herd.  There are also large 
blocks of contiguous interior forest that are potential habitat for lynx and wolverine.  The boreal toad 
has been documented historically, and is most likely still present in the area.  The majority of the 
migrating elk herd in Game Management Unit #38 summers in this IRA, which provides a significant 
quantity of high quality habitat.  Many mule deer enjoy the same habitat.  A delineated lynx linkage 
area straddles both sides of Berthoud Pass.  Bighorn sheep heavily utilize the southern portion of the 
IRA (Arapaho N.F.) in Clear Creek County, with historical use to the north in Gilpin County (Roosevelt 
N.F.).  This bighorn population of well over 300 animals is called the Georgetown herd, and presently 
is in the first year of a multi-year research project involving the fitting of 60 radio collars.  Road 
construction in this IRA would increase habitat fragmentation and degradation.  It could also affect 
the movements of the bighorn population that is being studied.  The IRA has suffered a significant 
increase in human recreational use in recent years, with the likelihood of continued encroachment on 
prime wildlife habitat.  One goal of the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) is to keep the wildlife 
wild.  The map depicting High-To-Low Priority Habitat for Threatened & Endangered Species and 
Economically Important Species shows that most of the area rates in the High category. It is 
therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on all of the James Peak IRA.   
 
James Peak IRA (Grand County portion) 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
lynx, wolverine, boreal toad, Colorado River cutthroat trout, deer, elk and moose.  The habitat serves 
as: movement, dispersal and denning habitat for lynx, potential habitat for wolverine, boreal toad 
breeding and overall habitat, population area for Colorado River cutthroat trout, summer 
concentration areas for deer and elk, concentrations area for moose and a significant and vital 
forested movement corridor for forest carnivores.  This area provides a valuable dispersal and 
movement corridor for lynx.  The James Peak area connects the landscape linkage of Berthoud Pass 
north to the Indian Peaks Wilderness and RMNP.  In the Jim Creek area the Colorado River cutthroat 
trout and boreal toad populations benefit from the existing roadless designation.  Large parcels of 
roadless lands will add to the ecological health of the habitat used by wildlife.  It is therefore 
recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Kelly Creek IRA 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
black bear, elk, mule deer, lynx, wolverine, Colorado River cutthroat trout, mountain lion, goshawk, 
boreal owl and moose.  This area serves as black bear overall range, elk overall/ summer range and 
winter range in the northern portion, mountain lion overall range, mule deer overall, summer, winter 
range and movement corridor,  population of Colorado river cutthroat trout in Muddy and Kelly Creek 
and high elevation use of mountain parks and willows by moose.  This is a primitive area with a high 
level of vegetative diversity.  Large parcels of roadless lands will add to the ecological health of the 
habitat used by wildlife.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this 
IRA. 

 
 
Lion Gulch IRA 
The Lion Gulch subunit provides habitat for many wildlife species including elk, mule deer, black bear, 
mountain lion, wild turkey, blue grouse, peregrine falcon and northern goshawk. The subunit consists 
of large meadows, aspen stands, ponderosa pine, Douglas fir, lodgepole pine and blue spruce mixed 
forest. There are several abandoned historic homesteads that are interconnected by roads which are 
used as trails. These trails see a lot of recreational use including use by hunters and wildlife watchers. 
This subunit is an important elk harvest area. It is therefore recommended that the roadless 
designation remain on this IRA. 

 
 

 
Mt. Evans Adjacent Areas (A, B, and C) 
The Mount Evans Adjacent area encompasses about 10,000 acres of prime wildlife habitat for six big 
game species, over 100 passerine bird species, 30 small mammal species, and a number of raptor 
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species.  The area collectively serves as a migration corridor for big game ungulates from the higher 
elevations to the lower elevations during seasonal changes. Many deer and elk do not actually 
migrate entirely into the wilderness but remain in the open parks, meadows, and dense conifer 
stands within these units, year-round.  White-tailed ptarmigan find suitable habitat within the Mount 
Evans Adjacent area as well. In addition to the resident populations of ptarmigan, other birds migrate 
to this area to spend the winter months in the willow communities. During these winter months, the 
area within these units becomes absolutely essential for ptarmigan survival. Lynx have been seen 
within this subunit, and given the availability of prey species that can be found here year-round, this 
area is considered potential range for the lynx as their numbers in the state continue to increase. 
Road construction in these areas would increase habitat fragmentation and degradation. CDOW 
annually counts mountain goats and bighorn sheep in the Mount Evans Adjacent area.  Sheep use 
these areas year-round.  During the winter months, these areas become absolutely essential for 
bighorn survival.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Mount Sniktau IRA 
The Mount Sniktau roadless area is roughly 8300 acres south of I-70, east of Loveland pass and north 
of the continental divide.  The area is primarily alpine tundra and high elevation spruce/fir forests.  It 
is has some very popular hiking trails up toward Gray’s and Torrey’s Peaks, but is primarily 
inaccessible except for back country hiking.  Deer and elk utilize the tundra seasonally but may drop 
some in elevation as weather worsens during the winter.  However, big game herds in the area are 
believed to be primarily residential and do not migrate great distances from Mount Sniktau, Kelso 
Mountain and the continental divide.  There are a number of back country hunters that pack in along 
the continental divide from the summit of Loveland Pass or through Stevens Gulch.  The area is 
extremely rugged and is generally only accessible from those primary access points.  Bighorn sheep 
and mountain goat hunting are also popular in the area, generally on Gray’s and Torrey’s peaks.  The 
continental divide and surrounding peaks are part of the core area for Colorado’s mountain goats and 
the majority of the high peaks are within the overall range and concentration areas for the species.  
Furthermore, there are local populations of white-tailed ptarmigan, as well as winter concentration 
areas for migrants.  Most of the IRA is in the overall range for ptarmigan as they disperse with 
summer months.  Over 100 species of passerine bird species utilize the IRA seasonally, as well as 
over 30 species of small game and a number of raptors.  Lynx have been tracked into the Mt. 
Sniktau/Stevens Gulch area in recent years.  It is believed that the region has suitable habitat, 
available prey species and enough undisturbed backcountry to be suitable for expanding lynx 
populations as the species moves north through Colorado.  Boreal toads have been located within the 
IRA, and surveys to determine additional suitable habitat are currently being conducted.   It is 
recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Neota Adjacent Area 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, moose, boreal owl, northern goshawk, lynx, 
boreal toad, and wood frog. Habitat serves as elk summer concentration and production area, and 
overall moose range, summer range, and concentration area.  This area is known for its high moose 
density and watchable wildlife value. Confirmed boreal owl breeding records begin in the early 1980’s 
at Cameron Pass, Larimer County, and juveniles observed at Deadman Mountain Lookout, Larimer 
County, documents boreal owls’ use of adjacent habitat. Historically, this IRA provided lynx (FT and 
SE) habitat and currently does have potential for lynx with good populations of snowshoe hares, the 
lynx’s primary prey. Recent documentation demonstrates lynx currently utilizing adjacent habitats. 
This IRA includes critical habitat for boreal toads (SE) and its reproduction. Wood frog (state species 
of concern) has breeding with recruitment into populations within this IRA. It has been documented 
that road construction and timber management are two reasons for possible decline in wood frog 
populations [reported in, Haynes, C.M and S.D. Aird. 1981.  The Distribution and Habitat 
Requirements of the Wood Frog (Ranidae: Rana sylvatica Le Conte) in Colorado.  Colorado Division of 
Wildlife, Special Report Number 50].  Large, unbroken roadless areas are essential for preserving the 
ecological health and integrity of the habitat used by these species. It is therefore recommended that 
the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 

 
 

Never Summer Adjacent Area 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
black bear, elk, lynx, wolverine, mountain lion, mule deer, moose, Colorado River cutthroat trout and 
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goshawk.  This area serves as overall range for black bear and mountain lion, important seasonal 
movement corridor and production area for mule deer and elk, year around habitat in higher 
elevation parks and willow communities, habitat for several populations of Colorado river cutthroat 
trout.  Lands adjacent to the IRA are impacted by motorized activity with developed trail systems.  
Further fragmentation of habitat could impose negative impacts on landscape scale movements and 
health of many wildlife species in the IRA.  Connectivity of habitats including the Troublesome area, 
RMNP and the Indian Peaks Wilderness are critical to maintain for wildlife species in the area.  It is 
therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
North St Vrain IRA (including the North St Vrain RNA) 
The subunit encompasses 11,718 acres of prime wildlife habitat.  The prominent feature of the area is 
the North St. Vrain canyon with elevations ranging from 5,800 to 9,134 feet.  Coniferous and 
deciduous lower montane ecosystems occur, including cottonwood, lodgepole and ponderosa pine.  
The North Saint Vrain watershed is one of the last free-flowing sections of river on the Front Range. 
The North Saint Vrain Creek runs through this unit and provides a riparian corridor as well as a 
migration corridor for several wildlife species.  Abundant habitat along this corridor provides a 
summer concentration area for black bear as well as overall range throughout the designated 
roadless area for black bear and mountain lion.  In addition, the riparian area is further enhanced by 
rock outcrops suitable as raptor roosts and reproduction areas.   
 
The North St Vrain is recognized by the CDOW as a Wild Trout Water, and provides opportunities for 
fishing, hiking, camping, and ecosystem studies.  The North St Vrain is potential habitat for 
greenback cutthroat trout and there currently are several populations in the headwaters.  This area 
should remain as undisturbed as possible to facilitate possible return of greenback cutthroat in the 
future. 
 
Bighorn sheep are counted annually throughout the North St Vrain IRA.  This area provides not only 
overall range, but also winter range and a production area for bighorn sheep.  Critical severe winter 
range, winter concentration areas, summer range, production area, migration corridor and overall 
range for elk are located in this IRA as well as overall, summer and winter range for mule deer.  Wild 
turkey habitat is located throughout the IRA, with the eastern half of the unit providing winter range. 
 The northern portion of the unit in Larimer County provides a winter concentration area for wild 
turkey.   
 
This area also provides habitat and potential habitat for threatened and endangered species.  The 
entire area is designated as a foraging area for peregrine falcon.  A historically active peregrine nest 
site is located within five kilometers of the roadless area.  This IRA provides occupied range and 
overall range with low to high potential for Preble’s meadow jumping mouse as well.  Several 
marshes and ponds within the area are potential habitat for boreal toad, a state endangered species 
that can be negatively impacted by disturbance associated with roads. 
 
The majority of the area is relatively undisturbed and is only accessible by two roads and seven trails. 
The effects of roads on wildlife have been well documented.  (Refer to The Effects of Roads on 
Wildlife:  Bibliography, U.S. Roads, Prepared for U.S. Forest Service by Clifford G. Nietvelt, M.Sc., 
Montane Wildlife Consulting, October 30, 2002)  The North Saint Vrain IRA provides habitat for a 
myriad of wildlife species.  Habitat fragmentation and its effect on species richness and diversity is 
also a great concern.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation be maintained for 
this IRA 
 
Rawah Adjacent Area 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to moose, elk, mule deer, black bear, and mountain lion.  Habitat serves as moose, mule deer 
and elk summer range. The northern subunit has an established road that provides access to the 
Lagarde Creek Wildlife Area (leased from the State Land Board). This road is essential for access to 
this property to provide hunting, fishing and other outdoor recreation. It is recommended that no 
changes be made in the current designation for this subunit.  The eastern and southern subunits are 
primarily roadless areas. These areas provide essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, 
fish, etc. including, but not limited to bald eagles, peregrine falcons, boreal owls, bighorn sheep, 
moose, elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, and bighorn sheep.  Habitat serves as mule deer, 
moose and elk summer range. The current USFS management prescription for this area is desirable 
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for all species of wildlife. It is recommended that no changes be made in the current designation for 
these units. 
 
Square Top Mountain IRA 
The Square Top Mountain IRA in the Arapaho National Forest includes approximately 6000 acres of 
primarily roadless country of dense forest, wet meadow and alpine habitats.  The majority of the IRA 
is steep talus slopes that serve as a refuge area of minimal disturbance for local wildlife populations.  
There are few trails throughout the IRA, maintaining a secluded region for sensitive species.  Mule 
deer and elk are seasonally found near the higher elevations and utilize the open meadows where 
more lush vegetation can be found.  From November through March, deer and elk may descend to 
some more dense forest habitats at lower elevations.  Even with the seasonal migrations, most local 
herds tend to stay in the general area including both the north and south sides of Guanella Pass, and 
stretching from Mt. Evans west to Square Top Mountain.  Bighorn sheep and mountain goats also 
utilize the area and historically utilized the higher elevations of the surrounding peaks.  Square Top 
Mountain is within the boundaries of sheep and goat management units S3 and G7, popular areas for 
backcountry sheep and goat hunting.  The peaks along the Pike and Arapaho National Forest border, 
including Mt. Evans, Mt. Bierstadt, Square Top Mountain, Gray’s Peak and Torrey’s Peak, serve as a 
core area for mountain goats in Colorado’s central mountains.  Traditionally, DOW manages hunts for 
sheep and goat as a more primitive, back country opportunity, partially as a result of the natural 
habitats for both species, and as a general hunter preference.  Additionally, Square Top Mountain 
serves as a prime white-tailed ptarmigan hunting area and is known as a historical wintering and 
nesting area for the bird.  Numerous studies and counts are currently being conducted along the 
South Clear Creek/Guanella Pass corridor for suitable boreal toad habitat.  Lynx have also been 
tracked in the IRA as they have traveled north through the state.  There is a possibility, given the 
available contiguous habitat, prey availability, and minimal disturbance in the IRA, that Colorado’s 
lynx population will establish in the area as the animals’ numbers increase and expand throughout 
the state.  Finally, Square Top Mountain serves as important habitat to over 100 passerine bird 
species, over 30 small mammals and numerous raptors.  It is therefore recommended that the 
roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Troublesome IRA (Willow Creek) 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
black bear, elk, lynx, wolverine, mountain lion, mule deer and moose.  This area serves as overall 
range for black bear, mountain lion, suitable habitat for lynx and wolverine, overall, summer range, 
migration corridors and production areas for mule deer and elk and year around high elevation 
habitat for moose in the parks and willow communities.  Buffalo Creek hosts a population of Colorado 
river cutthroat trout.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Vasquez Adjacent Area Clear Creek County portion) 
The Vasquez adjacent roadless area covers over 6100 acres of high mountain tundra, open wet 
meadows and spruce/fir forests north of the Henderson Mine Road and Jones Pass up toward the 
Vasquez Wilderness Area.  Access is limited to trails off of Jones Pass and Berthoud Pass and has a 
fair amount of back country recreation and hunting opportunity.  The area is very steep and rocky, 
and holds snow through much of the year.  Jones Pass is only passable to motor vehicles 1-2 months 
of the year and may be utilized for back country skiing from October through May.  Mule deer and elk 
utilize the area during summer months and milder winters, and there have been small numbers of 
moose and some bighorn sheep use along the northern portions of the area.  The CDOW is currently 
studying bighorn sheep movements and use areas in the Clear Creek drainage and it is believed that 
sheep utilize much of the alpine seasonally and migrate to lower elevations along highway 40 near 
Berthoud Falls and Empire during the winter months.  Additionally, moose have migrated over the 
continental divide from Middle Park and may have established a small localized herd in the willow 
habitats on the southern portion of the area.  Finally, Square Top Mountain serves as important 
habitat to over 100 passerine bird species, over 30 small mammals and numerous raptors.  It is 
therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 

 
s 

Vasquez Adjacent Area (Grand County Portion) 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
lynx, wolverine, boreal toad, Colorado river cutthroat trout, mule deer, elk and moose.  This IRA 
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provides movement, dispersal and denning habitat for lynx, boreal toad breeding and use, 
established habitat for Colorado river cutthroat trout, summer range and production areas for mule 
deer and elk.  The area provides connectivity of landscape habitat linkages from the Vasquez area to 
Berthoud Pass which may be upset with additional roads or trails.   It is therefore recommended that 
the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
White Pine IRA 
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, fish, etc. including, but not 
limited to elk, mule deer, black bear, mountain lion, and Preble’s meadow jumping mouse. Habitat 
serves as mule deer and elk winter concentration area, production area as well as serving as a 
migration corridor.  The majority of drainages in this IRA are designated as low potential for Preble’s 
Meadow Jumping Mouse (FT and ST), although many drainages have segments designated as 
medium potential and high potential areas which include small isolated segments. Large, unbroken 
roadless areas are essential for preserving the ecological health and integrity of the habitat used by 
these species. It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 
 
Williams Fork IRA  
This IRA provides essential habitat needs for mammals, herptiles, fish including but not limited to 
bighorn sheep, black bear, elk, lynx, wolverine, mountain goat, mountain lion, mule deer, moose and 
Colorado River cutthroat trout.  This habitat serves as summer range for bighorn sheep, mule deer, 
elk as well as all season use by moose and mountain goat.   Colorado River cutthroat trout and boreal 
toad populations are present in this tract.  Large remote areas of alpine and subalpine habitat are 
essential for maintaining the ecological health and integrity of the landscape.  Southeast of this unit 
is the I-70 land bridge along the Continental Divide which is a very important landscape corridor.  
Fragmentation of the area with new roads could impact negatively on the overall health of wildlife in 
this area.  It is therefore recommended that the roadless designation remain on this IRA. 

 
These management recommendations will benefit a multitude of species and also the people who enjoy 
Colorado’s wildlife.  Retaining the roadless characteristics of these 40 inventoried roadless areas will help 
to minimize negative habitat fragmentation, biodiversity decline, displacement and dispersal barriers, 
reduce exotic pest proliferation, erosion problems, and aquatic habitat alteration. The proximity of the 
Arapaho - Roosevelt National Forests to the heavily populated northern and central Front Range makes it 
both attractive and convenient for overall access.  We believe as do many local USFS personnel, that 
there are a satisfactory number of existing public roads to easily accommodate the current 6.4+ million 
annual visitor days – the second highest visitor use in Colorado with reasonable overall access to the 
Arapaho-Roosevelt National Forests.  This access currently provides adequate wildlife recreational and 
other recreational opportunities as well as reasonable management access while keeping the current 
value of these habitats intact.  
 
The Division appreciates having this opportunity for input into the Taskforce’s deliberation process.  
Please feel free to contact me at 970 472-4306 should you have any questions regarding these 
recommendations.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
James O. Goodyear 
Inventoried Roadless Areas Manager 
 
cc: Jeffery Crawford, Chairman Colorado Wildlife Commission 
 Bruce McCloskey, Director 

Mark Konishi, Deputy Director 
Jeff Ver Steeg, Assistant Director 
John Bredehoft, Assistant Director 

 Scott Hoover, Northeast Regional Manager 
Ron Velarde, Northwest Regional Manager 


