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May 26, 2006 
 
Mr. Russell George 
Chairman, Colorado Inventoried Roadless Area Task Force 
Executive Director, Department of Natural Resources 
1313 Sherman Street, Room 718 
Denver, Colorado    80203 
 
Re:  Recommendations for the Rio Grande National Forests Inventoried Roadless Areas (IRAs) 
 
Dear Chairman George: 
 
As always, the Colorado Division of Wildlife (CDOW) appreciates and would like to thank the Inventoried 
Roadless Area (IRA) Task Force for the opportunity to review and comment on roadless area 
designations, this time within the Rio Grande National Forest.  Our overall Forest-by-Forest and IRA-by-
IRA approach has been consistent in this process -- to provide the necessary wildlife information to the 
task force for your deliberations and final recommendations regarding IRA designations throughout all of 
Colorado’s National Forests.    
 
Attached to this letter is a cover letter from Rick Basagoitia the Area Wildlife Manager stationed in Monte 
Vista regarding the IRAs on the Rio Grande National Forest.  He and other wildlife managers and wildlife 
biologists have completed an extensive analysis of these IRAs, and his letter and synopsis summarizes 
and complements the detailed official IRA by IRA comments by the line managers and staff biologists.   
 
It once again appears to be self evident that maintaining roadless characteristics within the 
recommended IRAs on the Rio Grande National Forest is pertinent to fulfilling the mission of the Colorado 
Division of Wildlife and the legislature’s declaration to us in this part of Colorado.    
 
Regarding the Rio Grande National Forest, the US Forest Service has documented increased levels of silt 
in waterways due to their road system (identified as the number one siltation source).  Increased siltation 
in streams or lakes can have significant negative effects on aquatic invertebrates as well as the 
vertebrates that depend upon them as food sources and in some cases additional silt load may have 
adverse affects on the reproductive capacity of aquatic species if it occurs during their spawning period.   
 
The management recommendations submitted by the managers and biologists will benefit a multitude of 
species and also the people who enjoy Colorado’s wildlife.  Retaining the roadless characteristics of these 
Inventoried Roadless Areas will help to minimize negative habitat fragmentation, biodiversity decline, 
displacement and dispersal barriers, reduce exotic pest proliferation, erosion problems, and aquatic 
habitat alteration.  
 
On the other hand, if the taskforce determines to recommend that some new or additional roads or 
motorized trails be allowed within existing roadless designations, then every effort should be made to 
reduce the negative impacts of these roads on wildlife and on wildlife habitat.  Mitigating measures have 
previously been identified to the taskforce.  
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to contact me at 970 472-4306 should you have any questions regarding these 
recommendations.  

Members, Robert Bray • Rick Enstrom • Philip James • Richard Ray • Robert Shoemaker • Ken Torres 
 Ex Officio Members, Russell George and Don Ament 

 



 
Sincerely, 
 
/s/ 
 
James O. Goodyear 
Inventoried Roadless Areas Manager 
 
cc: Jeffrey Crawford, Chairman Colorado Wildlife Commission 
 Bruce McCloskey, Director 

Mark Konishi, Deputy Director 
Jeff Ver Steeg, Assistant Director 
John Bredehoft, Assistant Director 
Tom Spezze, Southwest Regional Manager 
Rick Basagoitia, Area 17 Wildlife Manager  
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