
Inventoried Roadless Area Synopsis 
 

Chama Basin R20903 
 
The Chama Basin Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, 
herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to elk, deer, black bears, wild turkey, lynx, 
bald eagle, Goshawks, and Boreal owl. 
 

(1) Elk- Migration Corridor – In the fall, elk migrate from higher elevations along the 
Continental Divide through the Chama Basin to lower elevations in Northern New 
Mexico.  Current management allows for the use of OHV’s (48 inches or less to 
travel along FS Trail’s 741 and 124).  This travel method allows the public the 
opportunity to travel by motorized vehicle into some incredibly scenic country 
that would otherwise only be accessible by foot or horse travel.  The Chama Basin 
is also one of GMU 81’s higher quality elk hunting areas.  Hunter’s tend to 
harvest many of unit 81’s largest bull elk out of the Chama Basin.  OHV travel 
allows for scenic opportunities and increased hunter access into the Chama Basin, 
however, unlimited OHV use can negatively impact elk migration in the Chama 
Basin and possibly push elk onto large tracts of private land that neighbors the 
Chama Basin.  The Chama Basin is also a confined basin accessible by one road 
and inaccessible during winter months.  The Chama Basin tends to become 
overcrowded at certain times of the year, including hunting seasons, potentially 
negatively impacting elk movements and hunt quality.  The DOW supports 
current roadless management in the Chama Basin, however, options should be 
considered to distribute and limit OHV numbers in the Chama Basin, particularly 
during fall months when elk migration and hunt quality are impacted the greatest.  
Continue diligence in closing undesignated OHV trails.   

    
(2) Goshawks- USFS Sensitive Species.  This IRA contains documented nest sites for 

this species.  A buffer zone around all nest sites is recommended. 
(3) Boreal Owl- USFS Sensitive Species.  This IRA contains documented records of 

this species. 
(4) Lynx- Lynx have been reestablished in the South San Juan Mountains and have 

been documented utilizing nearby range.  The Chama Basin could provide 
potential hunting and breeding areas for lynx. 

(5) Bald Eagle- Summer Foraging Range- Bald Eagles have been documented 
utilizing the Chama Basin.   

 

Conejos River- Lake Fork R20911 
 
The Conejos River- Lake Fork Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, 
birds, herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to elk, deer, black bears, lynx, and 
Peregrine Falcon. 
 



The Conejos River- Lake Fork Roadless area consists of steep hillsides in the Conejos 
River drainage.  The Roadless area is bounded by the South San Juan Wilderness to the 
south and west and the Conejos River on the north and east.  The terrain is not conducive 
to travel by vehicles.  The CDOW supports current Roadless Management. 
 

(1) Elk- The steep north facing hillside provide areas of cover and refuge for elk.  
(2) Lynx- Lynx have been documented in the nearby area.  The steep north facing 

slopes and drainages are potential areas lynx could utilize for reproduction sites 
and hunting grounds. 

(3) Black Bears- Overall range.  
(4) Peregrine Falcon- Migratory hunting grounds. 

 

Cumbres R20903 
 
The Cumbres Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, 
and fish, such as, but not limited to elk, deer, black bears, lynx, Osprey, Goshawks, and 
Native Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout. 
 
The Cumbres Roadless area consists of steep hillsides and cliffs adjacent to the South San 
Juan Wilderness boundary.  The terrain is not conducive to travel by vehicles.  The large 
size of the Cumbres roadless area and its neighboring South San Juan Wilderness 
provides large tracts of public lands where wildlife can benefit from little or no 
disturbance from vehicles.  The CDOW supports current Roadless Management. 
 

(1) Elk- Production Area- There is an elk production area near Duck and Rock lakes.  
The steep north facing hillsides also provide areas of cover and refuge for elk.  

(2) Lynx- Production area and Occupied Range- Lynx have been documented in the 
area.  The steep north facing slopes and drainages are areas used by lynx for 
reproduction sites and hunting grounds.  CDOW supports current management 
and no use of OHV’s in the Cumbres Roadless Area. 

(3) Black Bears- Overall range.  
(4) Osprey- Documented foraging area (Rio de Los Pinos and Trujillo Meadows 

Reservoir). 
(5) Goshawks- USFS Sensitive Species.  This IRA contains documented nest sites for 

this species.  A buffer zone around all nest sites is recommended. 
(6) Native Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout- The Rio de Los Pinos River from the 

headwaters to the waterfall at the wilderness boundary contains an introduced 
population of pure Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout. 
The Wolf Creek headwaters start just east of the southern boundary of the 
Cumbres Roadless Area.  From the headwaters downstream to a culvert barrier at 
the Cumbres & Toltec Railroad crossing contains a wild population of pure Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout. 

(7) Mule Deer- Summer Range 
 



Fox Creek R20907 
 
The Fox Creek Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, herptiles, 
and fish, such as, but not limited to Bighorn sheep, elk, Mule deer, black bears, wild 
turkey, and Peregrine falcon. 
 
The Fox Creek Roadless Area mainly consists of steep hillsides on the north east rim of 
the Conejos River drainage.  The terrain is not conducive to travel by vehicles.  The 
CDOW supports current Roadless Management.  OHV trails have been unlawfully 
created along the Conejos Stock Driveway and Black Mountain.  The CDOW supports 
maintaining roadless management without OHV travel in the area and the closing of 
undesignated motorized roads and trails.   
 

(1) Bighorn Sheep- Winter Range and Production area- Bighorn sheep utilize the 
entire Fox Creek Roadless area.   

(2) Elk- Production area- There is an elk production area north of Black Mountain 
and south of Beaver Lake. 

(3) Elk- Winter Range- Elk utilize the south facing slopes and the area immediately 
east of the Roadless area during winter months.  Restrictions on snowmobile 
travel in the roadless area would be recommended during winter months. 

(4) Peregrine falcon- This is a state species of special concern.  The roadless area 
contains a Peregrine nesting activity area.  The CDOW recommends that no roads 
or motorized trails travel within ½ mile of the nest sites and that nesting areas 
should be avoided during the breeding season. 

(5) Black Bear- Overall Range. 
(6) Wild Turkey- Overall Range.  The roadless area also provides potential roosting 

and winter range on the south facing slopes on the east end of the roadless area.   
(7) Mule Deer- Overall range. 
(8) Mountain Lion- Overall Range. 

 
 

Gold Creek- Cascade Creek R20925 
 
The Gold Creek- Cascade Creek Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, 
birds, herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to Bighorn sheep, lynx, elk, Mule deer, 
and black bears. 
 
The CDOW supports current Roadless Management.   

(1) Bighorn Sheep- Overall range- Bighorn sheep have been documented in the Gold 
Creek- Cascade Creek Roadless area. 

(2) Elk- Summer Range- There is an elk summer range north of the Adams Fork and 
west of Klondike Mountain.  

(3) Black Bear- Overall Range. 
(4) Wild Turkey- Overall Range.   



(5) Mountain Lion- Overall Range. 
(6) Lynx- Lynx have been documented in the nearby area.  The steep north facing 

slopes and drainages are potential areas lynx could utilize for reproduction sites 
and hunting grounds. 

 

Spectacle Lake R209P1 
 
The Spectacle Lake Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, 
herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to elk, deer, black bears, Peregrine falcon and  
lynx. 
 
The Spectacle Lake Roadless area consists of steep hillsides in the Conejos River 
drainage.  The Roadless area is bounded by the South San Juan Wilderness to the west 
and south and west and the Conejos River on the north and east.  The terrain is not 
conducive to travel by vehicles.  The CDOW supports current Roadless Management. 
 

(1) Elk- The steep north facing hillside provide areas of cover and refuge for elk.  
(2) Lynx- Potential Range- Lynx have been documented in the nearby area.  The 

steep north facing slopes and drainages are potential areas lynx could utilize for 
reproduction sites and hunting grounds. 

(3) Black Bears- Overall range.  
(4) Peregrine Falcon- Migratory hunting grounds. 
(5) Mule Deer- Overall range. 
(6) Wild Turkey- Overall Range. 

 

Spruce Hole- Sheep Creek R20906 
 
The Spruce Hole- Sheep Creek Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, 
birds, herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to elk, Mule deer, black bears, wild 
turkey,  trout, and Peregrine falcon. 
 
The Spruce Hole- Sheep Creek roadless area mainly consists of steep hillsides on the 
south rim of the Conejos River drainage.  The terrain is not conducive to travel by 
vehicles.  The CDOW supports current Roadless Management.   

(1) Elk- Production area- There is an elk production area in the Sheep Creek/ Bear 
Creek drainages.  

(2) Elk- Winter Range- Elk utilize the Sheep Creek/ Bear Creek drainages during 
winter months.  Restrictions on snowmobile travel in the roadless area would be 
recommended during winter months. 

(3) Peregrine falcon- This is a state species of special concern.  The roadless area 
contains a Peregrine nesting activity area.  The CDOW recommends that no roads 
or motorized trails travel within ½ mile of the nest sites and that nesting areas 
should be avoided during the breeding season. 

(4) Black Bear- Overall Range. 



(5) Wild Turkey- Overall Range.  The roadless area also provides potential roosting 
and winter range on the south facing slopes on the east end of the roadless area.   

(6) Mule Deer- Overall range. 
(7) Mountain Lion- Overall Range. 
(8) Trout Species- Bear Creek and Sheep Creek contain trout of various species such 

as cutthroat, Rainbow, and brown.  Roads in this steep area could increase 
sedimentation in the creeks negatively impacting the fisheries.    

 
 

Stunner Pass- Dolores Canyon R20913 
 
The Stunner Pass- Dolores Canyon Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for 
mammals, birds, herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to Bighorn sheep, lynx, elk, 
Mule deer, and black bears. 
 
The CDOW supports current Roadless Management.   

(1) Bighorn Sheep- Overall range  
(2) Elk- Summer Range- There is an elk summer range north of the Adams Fork and 

west of Klondike Mountain.  
(3) Black Bear- Overall Range. 
(4) Wild Turkey- Overall Range.   
(5) Mountain Lion- Overall Range. 
(6) Lynx- Lynx have been documented in the nearby area.  The steep north facing 

slopes and drainages are potential areas lynx could utilize for reproduction sites 
and hunting grounds. 

(7) Mule deer- Overall Range. 
 

Summit Peak- Elwood Pass R20912 
 
The Summit Peak- Elwood Pass Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, 
birds, herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to Bighorn sheep, lynx, elk, Mule deer, 
and black bears. 
 
The CDOW supports current Roadless Management.   

(1) Bighorn Sheep- Overall range  
(2) Elk- Summer Range- There is an elk summer range north of the Adams Fork and 

west of Klondike Mountain.  
(3) Black Bear- Overall Range.   
(4) Mountain Lion- Overall Range. 
(5) Lynx- Lynx potential habitat.  The steep north facing slopes and drainages are 

potential areas lynx could utilize for reproduction sites and hunting grounds. 
(6) Mule deer- Overall Range. 

 



Tobacco Lakes R20923 
 
The Tobacco Lakes Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, 
herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to Bighorn sheep, lynx, elk, Mule deer, and 
black bears. 
 
The Tobacco Lakes Roadless area consists of steep drainages and hillsides.  The terrain is 
not conducive to travel by vehicles. CDOW supports current Roadless Management.   

(1) Bighorn Sheep- Overall range-  
(2) Elk- Summer Range- There is an elk summer range in the Canon Diablo area. 
(3) Black Bear- Overall Range. 
(4) Mountain Lion- Overall Range. 
(5) Lynx- Lynx have been documented in the nearby area.  The steep north facing 

slopes and drainages are potential areas lynx could utilize for reproduction sites 
and hunting grounds. 

(6) Mule deer- Overall Range. 
 

Willow Mountain R209Q2 
 
The Willow Mountain Roadless Area has essential habitat needs for mammals, birds, 
herptiles, and fish, such as, but not limited to elk, deer, black bears, lynx, mountain lion 
and Native Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout. 
 
The Willow Mountain Roadless area consists of steep hillsides and cliffs to the west 
along the Conejos Canyon Rim.  The terrain is not conducive to travel by vehicles.  The 
large size of the Willow Mountain roadless area provides a large tract of public land 
where wildlife can benefit from little or no disturbance from vehicles.  The neighboring 
State Land provides significant vehicle access to most of the roadless areas neighboring 
lands.  OHV’s operators have created unauthorized trails that travel into the roadless area 
that can cause negative impacts to summering/calving elk. The CDOW supports current 
Roadless Management without increased OHV access. The CDOW supports the 
closing/rehabilitating of unauthorized trails in the roadless area.  
 

(1) Elk- Production Area- There is an elk production area near Willow Mountain.  
The steep hillsides of the Conejos drainage also provide areas of cover and refuge 
for elk.  

(2) Elk- Summer concentration area.  Elk utilize the Willow Mountain area. 
(3) Lynx- Potential Range- Lynx have been documented in the nearby area.   
(4) Black Bears- Overall range.  
(5) Native Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout- (1) Jim Creek- from the headwaters to La 

Jara Reservoir- reintroduced pure Rio Grande cutthroat population; (2) Torsido 
Creek- from headwaters to La Jara Reservoir- introduced pure Rio Grande 
cutthroat population.  

(6) Mule Deer- Overall Range. 



 

Wightman Fork/ Upper Burro IRA # 209M1  

This 7185 acre IRA consists of steep high elevation terrain.  There is currently one 2 mile 
stretch of a designated motorized trail that runs through the IRA.  Deer and Elk use and 
production is present within the IRA.  The IRA has suitable habitat for lynx and is close 
to existing population. 
 
Recommend any roads or trails used for forest product prescription as per forest plan are 
reclaimed after use.  Recommend maintain roadless management with no additional 
motorized trail construction.  Short term motorized activity for invasive species control 
should have no significant impact on wildlife populations and will most likely improve 
habitat quality. 
 

Bennet Mountain/Blowout/Willow Creek/Lion 
Point/Greenie Mountain IRA # 209M2 
 
This 53,000 acre IRA contains year round mule deer and elk range and production.  
There are several major drainages with significant wildlife value within the IRA.  There 
is the potential for Lynx use and production in this area.  Bighorn sheep are present in the 
IRA.  The Middle Fork of San Francisco  from the headwaters to the forest boundary has 
an introduced population of pure Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout.   
 
Motorized ATV trails exist in this area and current motorized access is sufficient for Deer 
and Elk hunters and help with the harvest.  Additional roads or trails are not needed and 
may have a negative impact on habitat quality and harvest.  Current trails should be 
managed to minimize erosion as they have the potential to impact native fish populations.  
Short term motorized activity for invasive species control should have no significant 
impact on wildlife populations and will most likely improve habitat quality. 
 

Alamosa River IRA # 209Q3 
 
This 5063 acre IRA is in the Alamosa River drainage and has significant wildlife value 
for mule deer, elk, and wild turkey production.  There is a population of Native Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout in Rhodes Gulch.  There is livestock grazing within the IRA.  
There are currently two designated motorized trails within the IRA and some user created 
ATV trails. 
 
Livestock grazing should be managed to minimize damage to riparian areas particularly 
along the Rhodes Gulch drainage.  Existing motorized trails provide ample access within 
the IRA and additional roads are unnecessary for hunter access and may negatively 
impact wildlife distribution. Short term motorized activity for invasive species control 



should have no significant impact on wildlife populations and will most likely improve 
habitat quality. 
 

Wightman Fork to Lookout IRA # 20914 
 
This 5965 acre IRA contains very steep terrain and no motorized use.  Due to its 
remoteness and lack of any motorized use it has significant wildlife value for production 
and use by Canada  lynx, mule deer, elk, and bighorn sheep.     
 
Recommend maintain current roadless non-motorized management.  Short term 
motorized activity for invasive species control should have no significant impact on 
wildlife populations and will most likely improve habitat quality. 
 

Silver Lakes/ Stunner  IRA #20920 
 
This 6017 acre IRA has significant wildlife value.  The IRA contains mule deer and elk 
range and productions areas.  The IRA has the potential for Lynx use and production and 
is close to current population.   Bighorn sheep occupy the IRA.  There is currently no 
legal motorized use within the IRA. 
 
It is desirable to maintain this IRA for non-motorized use.  Access is sufficient from 
existing Forest roads for recreation and hunting.  Motorized use within the IRA may 
negatively impact the potential for Canada lynx use and disperse wildlife.  Short term 
motorized activity for invasive species control should have no significant impact on 
wildlife populations and will most likely improve habitat quality. 
 

Middle Alder – IRA # 0209D1 
 
Winter concentration area for Mule Deer, potential for elk. Summering and wintering 
area for Elk, Deer, and Moose. Lynx use, potential for denning. Merriam Turkey use, 
potential reproduction area. Black Bear, and Mtn. Lion occupy the RA. Goshawk (USFS 
sensitive species)  have not been documented in the Ra but have been documented nearby 
to the northeast. The west fork of Alder Creek: headwaters to Alder Creek-wild 
population of pure RGN, this is outside the RA but the west fork does confluence with 
the mainstem of Alder Creek which with this population near the RA should merit 
consideration for potential RGN within the RA. 
 
This RA’s close proximity to South Fork and several nearby subdivisions along with 
great  access to its boundary poses a potential threat to the integrity of the area due to 
high use by  both motorized and non-motorized recreationists. There should be no 
expansion of motorized trails within the RA and definitely no new trails. The RA holds 
quite a few Deer and some elk during the summer months, the potential for Big Game 



wildlife displacement due to increasing human activity could potentially exacerbate a 
game damage / human /  wildlife conflict situation than which already exists Any 
increase in motorized travel throughout the RA would erode the quality of the resource 
and it’s recreational value would diminish. 
 

Trout Mountain / Elk Mountain – IRA # 0209DA 
 
Elk migration corridor occurs within this RA. Summering and wintering area for Elk, 
Mule Deer, and Moose. Lynx use and potential denning area. Merriam Turkey use and 
reproduction area. Black Bear and Mtn. Lion occupy the RA. Goshawk  (USFS sensitive 
species) have been documented in the RA. Peregrine Falcon have not been documented 
in the RA but have been documented on the fringe of the north boundary of the RA  Bald 
Eagle (a Federal and State Threatened Species utilizes this RA as a winter concentration 
area. Goshawk do nest in this RA as documented by the USFS. 
 
The Elk and Deer utilize the RA as a migration corridor as they transition from winter 
range to summer and vice versa. Due to current management of GMU 76 , which wholly 
incorporates the RA, there have been numerous complaints and conflicts with local USFS 
Cattle Grazing Permitees  contending the elk which travel through their respective 
allotments are too many in number and tend to utilize a high percentage of the available 
forage leaving little for the cattle. This has been monitored for several years now and will 
continue to be monitored  as to provide valuable scientific data which should provide 
managers with a tool to evaluate the extent  of the problem thus supporting future 
management decisions. Motorized access to the RA is excellent which lends itself to 
hunters. Several non-motorized trails occur in the RA and provide for good access by 
foot or horseback. Motorized trails within the RA should be prevented so as to maintain 
the current quality recreational experience. Due to the RA’s proximity to South Fork and 
other subdivisions nearby potential public pressure for motorized trails into the RA are 
inevitable. Should the USFS decide to allow this it should be kept to an absolute 
minimum so as not to displace wildlife pushing them to lower elevations where an 
already existing human / wildlife conflict problem would only be exacerbated. 
 

Beaver Mountain – IRA # 0209DE,  Tewksberry – IRA # 
020946 & Fox Mountain – IRA # 020948 
 
These 3 RA’s were combined due to their similarities and relative close proximity to 
each. Summering and wintering area for Elk, Deer, and Moose. Lynx actual use and 
potential denning area. Merriam Turkey actual use and potential reproduction area. Black 
Bear and Mtn. Lion occupy the RA’s Goshawk (USFS Sensitive Species) have been 
documented within the Tewksberry RA however nesting Goshawk have been 
documented near the northeast boundary of the Beaver Mtn. RA. Pine Martin (USFS 
Sensitive Species) have been documented in the Fox Mtn. RA 
 



The RA’s close proximity to South Fork and several nearby subdivisions along with great 
motorized access to their boundaries poses a threat to the integrity of these areas due to 
high use by both motorized and non-motorized recreationists. There should be no 
expansion of motorized trails within these RA’s and definitely no new motorized trails. 
These RA’s support quite a few Elk and Deer during the summer months but continue to 
support respectable numbers of both species during the winter months with Beaver Mtn. 
RA being well within winter range for Deer and Elk. Black Bear and Mtn Lion occupy 
these RA’s. The potential for big game wildlife species displacement due to increasing 
human activity could potentially exacerbate a game damage / human / wildlife conflict 
situation which already exists. Any increase in motorized travel throughout these RA’s 
could erode the quality of the resource and its recreational value would diminish. 
 

La Garita Wilderness – IRA # 020931 
 
Summering and wintering area occupied / utilized by both elk and mule deer. Potential 
winter concentration area for elk/deer. Potential Lynx, Moose use area. Bighorn Sheep 
range/ concentration area, several habitat improvement projects have been completed to 
improve the range for Bighorn Sheep. Pronghorn Antelope summer and winter range. 
Black Bear and Mtn. Lion occur throughout the area. Goshawks (USFS sensitive species) 
have been documented as inhabiting the area. Although Peregrine Falcon have not been 
documented within the RA they do occur within close proximity to the south east. La 
Garita Creek is historic RGN water although none have been found to occur recently. The 
creek provides an excellent trout fishery. 
 
Several motorized and non-motorized trails have been constructed within the RA which 
provide for good access to the area for recreational use. The motorized trails should not 
be expanded as this would only increase use, disturbance, etc. and would degrade the 
quality of the recreational experiences which now exists. Hunting, of course, should be 
considered a recreational activity. 
 
 

Gibbs Creek – IRA # 020949 & Kitty Creek – IRA # 020950 
 
These 2 RA’s were combined due to their similarity and relative close proximity to each. 
Primarily summer range for Elk, Deer, Moose, (and Bighorn Sheep in Gibbs Creek RA). 
Occupied and utilized by Lynx, potential denning in the RA’s. Black bear occupy the 
RA. Boreal Toad most likely occupies the RA’s in elevations above 8,000’ elevation. 
Merriam Turkey utilize the RA’s and it is a potential reproduction area. 
 
Elk, Deer, Moose summer in the RA’s. Black Bear utilize the RA’s and conflicts have 
been reported at local campgrounds and campsites Excellent motorized access to the 
RA’s, several non-motorized trails have been developed within the RA’s and the CDOW 
recommends no development of motorized trails be constructed in the RA’s as this will 
take away from the recreational quality experience which the RA’s provide at this time.  



 
Should the USFS decide to construct motorized trails into the RA’s it is recommended 
this be kept to a minimum as to not degrade the resource and recreational quality. Should 
road construction be needed to harvest timber products or if existing closed logging roads 
are opened to accommodate harvest these roads should be re-vegetated and closed after 
harvest activities have been completed. 
 

Beartown #020961 
 
This IRA is managed under a backcountry management prescription.  This IRA provides 
elk and mule deer summer range, lynx habitat and potential lynx denning habitat, and 
pine marten habitat.  Pine marten is a USFS sensitive species.  DOW supports the 
Roadless designation. 
 

Big Buck/Kitty/ Ruby  #020960 
 
This IRA is managed entirely under a backcountry management prescription.  This IRA 
provides elk and mule deer summer concentration habitat, elk production habitat, habitat 
for moose, lynx habitat, and pine marten habitat. 
 
DOW supports the Roadless Designation.  Pine marten is a USFS sensitive species and 
has been documented on this unit.  There are no designated motorized trails in this IRA 
and this should be maintained.  Unauthorized motorized trails from the adjacent private 
land (Pearl Lakes Trout Club) decrease habitat quality for elk, deer and moose.      
 

Box/Road Canyon  #020964 
 
This IRA is managed mostly under a backcountry management prescription.  There is a 
small area managed as Scenic River at the Box Canyon and some managed as dispersed 
recreation near the Box Canyon Homeowners Group.  This IRA provides elk and mule 
deer summer and winter range, bighorn sheep summer, winter and production habitat, 
moose habitat, lynx habitat and Northern Goshawk habitat. 
 
DOW supports the Roadless Designation.  Northern Goshawk is a USFS sensitive species 
and has been documented on this unit.  There are no designated motorized trails in this 
IRA and this should be maintained.  Due to the small size of this IRA and its quality of 
habitat, no motorized use should be considered.     
 

Bristol Head  #020975 
This IRA is managed primarily under a backcountry management prescription.  There is 
also a portion on the western portion of this IRA that is managed under a forest 



vegetation emphasis.  This IRA provides elk and mule deer summer, production, and 
winter concentration habitat, bighorn sheep summer, production and winter habitat, 
habitat for moose, lynx habitat and potential lynx denning habitat, and pine marten 
habitat. 
 
DOW supports the Roadless Designation.   No new roads or trails should be constructed 
in this IRA.  It is highly recommended that any active or inactive domestic sheep 
allotments in or adjacent to this IRA be kept inactive or vacant in the near future and 
considered for closure due to the potential disease outbreak that could occur due to 
domestic sheep coming in contact with bighorn sheep.  This IRA is adjacent to priority 
habitat for moose in North and South Clear Creeks.  The south and east portions of this 
IRA are winter concentration areas for elk and deer.  The Seepage Creek drainage and 
cliffs east of Santa Maria Reservoir are a summer concentration area for bighorn sheep.  
Bald Eagle is a Federal and State Threatened Species and there is an active eagle nesting 
site located adjacent to the boundary.  Northern Goshawk is a USFS sensitive species and 
this unit contains documented record of this species. 
 

Copper Mountain/Sulphur  #020956 
 
This IRA is managed entirely under a backcountry management prescription.  This IRA 
contains elk and mule deer summer, and production range, elk winter range, moose 
habitat, lynx habitat and potential lynx denning habitat, and pine marten habitat. 
 
Support Roadless Designation.  Canada lynx have been documented in this unit.  Area 
provides quality backcountry hunting experience for elk, deer and moose.  No new roads 
or trails should be constructed in this IRA.  Maintain motorized use to established and 
authorized roads/trails and eliminate/mitigate unauthorized trails that are developing in 
the area.    
 

Indian Ridge #0209RE 
 
This IRA is managed under a backcountry management prescription.  This IRA provides 
elk and mule deer summer range, lynx habitat and potential lynx denning habitat, and 
pine marten habitat.  Pine marten is a USFS Sensitive Species. 
 
DOW supports the Roadless Designation.  The absence of roads in this IRA allows it to 
provide a valuable backcountry elk and deer hunting experience.  Roadless designation 
would continue to allow this IRA to provide quality, un-fragmented habitat for lynx and 
pine marten. 
 



Lower East Bellows  #020978 
This IRA is managed entirely under a bighorn sheep management prescription.  This IRA 
provides elk and mule deer winter concentration range, bighorn sheep summer, winter 
concentration and production habitat, moose habitat and lynx potential habitat. 
 
Support Roadless Designation.   It is highly recommended that any active or inactive 
domestic sheep allotments in or adjacent to this IRA be kept inactive or vacant in the near 
future and considered for closure due to the potential disease outbreak that could occur 
due to domestic sheep coming in contact with bighorn sheep.  No new roads or trails 
should be constructed in this IRA.      
 

Pole Mountain  #020959 
 
This IRA is managed primarily under a backcountry management prescription.  It also 
contains prescriptions for dispersed recreation, research natural areas and Forest products.  
This IRA provides elk and mule deer summer concentration habitat, elk production 
habitat, bighorn sheep summer, winter and production habitat, priority habitat for moose, 
lynx habitat and potential lynx denning habitat, and pine marten habitat. 
 
Support Roadless Designation.   It is highly recommended that any active or inactive 
domestic sheep allotments in or adjacent to this IRA be kept inactive or vacant in the near 
future and considered for closure due to the potential disease outbreak that could occur 
due to domestic sheep coming in contact with bighorn sheep.  Continue practice of not 
allowing ATV travel on Pole Creek trails and West Lost Trail Creek trails to reduce 
proliferation of unauthorized motorized trails to protect summer 
concentrations/production areas for elk and deer.  Pine marten is a USFS sensitive species 
and has been documented on this unit.  Lost Trail Creek provides priority habitat for 
moose.  A lynx den site has been documented near this IRA.      
 

Red  Mountain  #020955 
 
This IRA is managed entirely under a backcountry management prescription.  This IRA 
contains elk and mule deer summer and production range, moose habitat, lynx habitat and 
potential lynx denning habitat, and pine marten habitat.   
 
Support Roadless Designation.  Canada lynx have been documented in this unit.  Area 
provides quality backcountry hunting experience for elk, deer and moose.  No new roads 
or trails should be constructed in this IRA.  Maintain motorized use to established and 
authorized roads/trails.    
 



Ruby Lake  #020957 
This IRA is managed mostly under a backcountry management prescription.  There is a 
small area managed as Forest Vegetation Emphasis.  This IRA provides elk and mule 
deer summer and elk winter range, moose habitat, lynx habitat, boreal toad habitat, bald 
eagle habitat and Northern Goshawk habitat. 
 
Support Roadless Designation.  No new roads or trails should be constructed in this IRA.  
Northern Goshawk is a USFS sensitive species and nest sites have been documented on 
this unit.  Boreal toad is a State Endangered Species and this unit contains breeding 
habitat for the Boreal Toad.  Bald Eagle is a Federal and State Threatened Species and 
use of this unit as a winter concentration area has been documented.  Texas Creek is a 
high priority moose habitat area and summer concentration/production area for elk.  
User-made ATV trails from the Fern Creek Trail into Texas Creek should be eliminated 
as soon as possible.  Canada lynx have been documented in this unit.    
 

Snowshoe Mountain  #020954 
 
This IRA is managed primarily under a backcountry management prescription.  This IRA 
contains elk and mule deer summer, production and winter range, moose habitat, lynx 
habitat and potential lynx denning habitat, and pine marten habitat. 
 
Support Roadless Designation.  Canada lynx have been documented in this unit.  Area 
provides quality backcountry hunting experience for elk, deer and moose.  No new roads 
or trails should be constructed in this IRA.  Maintain motorized use to established and 
authorized roads/trails and eliminate/mitigate unauthorized trails that are developing in 
the area.    
 

Sulphur Tunnel  #0209RA 
 
This IRA is managed entirely under a forest products management prescription.  This 
IRA contains elk and mule deer summer and production range, moose habitat, lynx 
habitat and potential lynx denning habitat, and boreal toad habitat. 
 
Support Roadless Designation.  Boreal toad is a State Endangered Species and this unit 
has nearby boreal toad breeding habitat and is boreal toad overall range.  Copper Creek is 
a priority moose habitat.  Canada lynx have been documented in this unit.  No new roads 
or trails should be constructed in this IRA.    
 

Wason Park  #020951 
 
This IRA is managed entirely under a backcountry management prescription.  This IRA 
provides elk and mule deer summer, production, and winter concentration habitat, 



bighorn sheep summer and winter habitat, habitat for moose, lynx habitat and potential 
lynx denning habitat, and pine marten habitat. 
 
Support Roadless Designation.   No new roads or trails should be constructed in this IRA.  
It is highly recommended that any active or inactive domestic sheep allotments in or 
adjacent to this IRA be kept inactive or vacant in the near future and considered for 
closure due to the potential disease outbreak that could occur due to domestic sheep 
coming in contact with bighorn sheep.  This IRA is adjacent to priority habitat for moose 
in West Willow Creek.  The Mammoth Mtn. area and Farmer’s Creek area are winter 
concentration areas for elk and deer.  The Farmers’ Creek and Mammoth Mtn. areas also 
provide a migration route for bighorn sheep from the Bellows Creek herd to the San Luis 
Peak and Bristol Head herds.      
 

Antora Meadows/Bear Creek (R209B3) 
 
This area encompasses the headwaters of Middle Creek and Indian Creek and a portion of 
Bear Creek.  It is the largest roadless area in Game Management Unit 681.  The area 
hosts an impressive array of habitats, covering a range from sagebrush to alpine tundra.  
Game species present include elk, mule deer, black bear, bighorn sheep and others.  Lynx 
have been known to pass through the area and it does offer potential denning habitat.  
The upper reaches of East Middle Creek boast an introduced population of pure Rio 
Grande Cutthroat Trout which is thriving.  Goshawk nesting has been documented in this 
area.  The other streams in the IRA, including West Middle Creek, the mainstem of 
Middle Creek, and Indian Creek support popular sport fisheries of Brook and Brown 
Trout in an extensive network of beaver ponds. 
 
Support roadless designation and management as Backcountry. 
This is one area of GMU 681 in which elk and deer take refuge when pressured out of 
other, heavily roaded areas.  The main trailhead leading into this area is a highly popular 
base camp for hunters seeking a backcountry hunting experience.  
The integrity of this IRA is threatened by occasional incursions of motorized traffic 
which appear to be coming from the top end, either from the Continental Divide Trail, 
(where motorized use is allowed) for from Antora Meadows, a popular destination for 
motorized recreation originating from Bonanza. Continued vigilance is needed to address 
this problem. 
Grazing management in this IRA has not conformed to Forest Service standards and is a 
major concern.  On West Middle Creek in particular, the meadows along the stream and 
near the headwaters are regularly grazed extremely heavily and beyond Forest Service 
guidelines.  Excessive browsing impact on riparian vegetation has also been regularly 
observed. These conditions are clearly leading to excessive sedimentation in all the 
streams in the IRA and West Middle Creek in particular, placing the sportfishing 
opportunity in jeopardy.  It is a difficult challenge to find the quality gravel bars which 
trout require for spawning in these streams. Most have been choked with heavy siltation.  
Greater vigilance and changes in grazing practices are needed in this IRA to prevent 
further damage to aquatic habitats.   



Deep Creek/Boot Mountain 
 
The Deep Creek/Boot Mountain IRA is a complex unit encompassing several different 
drainages and three different Forest Service management prescriptions.  Wildlife present 
include deer, elk (including at least one known calving area at the head of Embargo 
Creek), moose, ptarmigan, goshawks, and others.  There is excellent potential Lynx 
habitat although no denning activity has been observed yet.  There is a heavily-used 
designated ATV trail which runs along the top of the drainage divide between Saguache 
Creek and the Rio Grande River.  This ATV trail has been the source of illegal incursions 
into the La Garita Wilderness area in the Palmer Mesa area.  Illegal use has pushed 
extensions of the ATV trails in various other locations.  Illegal ATV use has also been 
noted in the Wannamaker and Deep Creek drainages, apparently originating from either 
Sky City or the end of Forest Service Road #675.   Wannamaker, Deep, and Embargo 
Creeks are small streams which support good brook trout fisheries.  Wannamaker Creek 
contains hybridized Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout.  Sections of Deep and Wannamaker 
Creeks have experienced extreme grazing pressures.  The Wannamaker drainage is 
narrow and does not have a large area of open grasses, which appears to concentrate 
grazing pressure on the creek itself.  This has clearly impacted the riparian area and 
aquatic habitat quality.   
 
Support roadless designation and maximize/expand Backcountry designation. Do not 
allow any increase in ATV trails. Manage grazing use in a manner that reduces impacts 
on Wannamaker and Deep creeks. 
 

Dorsey Creek (R209C2), Butterfly (R209C3), & Miller 
Creek (R209C4) 
 
These three IRA’s are all adjacent to the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness and serve as buffer 
zones for the wilderness area.  Miller Creek and Butterfly are managed by the Forest 
Service for their values as deer & elk winter range, while Dorsey Creek has a Forest 
Products management prescription.  The Miller Creek and Butterfly IRAs consist almost 
entirely of extremely steep terrain along the base of the Sangre de Cristo mountains, with 
a few grassy south-facing open slopes which provide good winter and summer range for 
deer and elk.  The Dorsey Creek IRA surrounds the northernmost lobe of the Sangre de 
Cristo Wilderness on three sides and encompasses a wider array of habitat. The lower 
elevations support sage- and grass-covered slopes with intermittent stands of oak brush. 
These transition upward into aspen, conifer and subalpine forests.  There is a known 
Goshawk nesting area in the Dorsey Creek IRA.  Dorsey Creek also supports good deer 
and elk summer and winter range.  Dorsey Creek is particularly important ecologically 
because it serves as a corridor connecting the the entire Sangre de Cristo mountain range 
with all other alpine areas of the state. Nearby Poncha Pass is known to be a significant 
crossing area for virtually every species of wildlife occurring in the area, including the 
occasional bighorn sheep and turkey sightings, among others.  The lower elevations of all 
three of these IRA’s are near the home range of the Poncha Pass Gunnison Sage Grouse 



population, and probably support the birds at some point during the year.  There is a large 
amount of user-created road access in the lower elevations of Dorsey Creek. Hunting 
pressure is so intense in this portion of the Sangres that elk tend to leave the area 
completely.  The headwaters of San Luis Creek, within the Dorsey Creek IRA, are one of 
the only areas with enough refuge to hold elk during the hunting seasons. Increased road 
access in this area would negate that effect and make it nearly impossible to find elk in 
the area.   
 
Support roadless designation. Consider Backcountry management for Dorsey Creek. 
 

Elkhorn Peak (R209B9), Ute Pass (R209B8) 
 
These two IRA’s are located in the eastern portion of Game Management Unit 681 near 
the town of Bonanza.  The Elkorn Peak IRA encompasses the high points of Elkhorn and 
Hayden Peaks and several of the drainages radiating from these peaks.  Elkhorn Gulch 
and Kelly Creek contain networks of beaver ponds and support good brook trout 
fisheries.  The eastern end of the Ute Pass IRA has supported a small herd of bighorn 
sheep in the past, although this herd is believed to have died out in recent years.  
However the area is still considered good potential Bighorn habitat.  Both of these IRA’s 
contain important winter range for deer and elk.  The immediate area surrounding 
Bonanza has high road densities and sustains heavy hunting pressure in the fall. As the 
game experiences hunting pressure, hunting success becomes very low (nearly 
nonexistent) in the roaded areas around Bonanza.  These two IRA’s, along with the 
Antora IRA, serve as buffer zones to this activity. The game often retreats into these 
areas, providing excellent hunting opportunity to hunters willing to put out the extra 
effort to hunt there.  The Ute Pass IRA is heavily impacted by insect infestation in the 
timber stands and there is currently a large amount of standing dead timber in and 
immediately surrounding the IRA. 
 
Support roadless designation and management as backcountry. 
Both of these IRA’s are threatened by increasing encroachment of motorized use from 
the Bonanza area. Increased vigilance is needed to prevent this problem.  
There is clearly an insect problem in the Ute Pass IRA leading to possibly hazardous fuel 
conditions.  Fuels reduction in the area would obviously be appropriate, but should be 
accomplished in a way so that when the work is done there is no increase in motorized 
access. 
 

Fourmile Creek (R209A8) & Taylor Canyon (R209A9) 
 
These two contiguous IRA’s are unique in the Saguache district for their topography and 
habitat types.  They encompass an extremely rugged, lower-elevation area of rocky fin-
shaped ridges separated by small meadows and canyons in between.  The majority of 
these areas sit in the 9,000 – 9,500-foot elevation range, with the highest points along 
rims of the Saguache Creek canyon reaching above 10,600 feet.  Approximately seven 



miles of the Saguache Creek canyon is included in the Fourmile IRA, a spectacular and 
remote 1500-foot-deep canyon which is very heavily used by wildlife including elk, deer, 
moose, bear, mountain lion, and many other associated species.  The canyon has been a 
site for Bighorn sheep transplants in the past and while no sheep exist there at the present 
time it is excellent potential Bighorn habitat.  There is one known Peregrine Falcon aerie 
in the Taylor IRA, with a high potential for more to be discovered considering the quality 
of habitat for these birds.  Goshawk nesting has also been documented in the Taylor 
Canyon IRA.  These IRA’s together serve as a refuge area for deer and elk during 
hunting seasons as well as a heavily-used winter range.  The ruggedness of the 
topography and lack of legal motorized access allow big game animals to take refuge in 
this area, making for excellent backcountry hunting opportunities and high success rates 
for hunters willing to put out the effort to hunt there. Establishment of roads in these 
areas would greatly diminish their attractiveness to game animals and encourage them to 
do one of two things: cross the continental divide to the west, putting them out of reach of 
the hunters in this game management unit, or move on to nearby private land at lower 
elevations, causing conflicts with agriculture and greatly reducing hunting and harvest 
opportunity. Encroachment of illegal ATV trails is a major concern in these IRA’s. 
 
Support roadless designation and management as backcountry.  These two IRA’s are 
currently designated by the Forest Service as backcountry with restrictions on motorized 
access, however an exploration of these areas on the ground shows that they are being 
used otherwise.  There is an extensive network of user-created illegal ATV trails that 
exist in almost every location where it is physically possible.  These trails should be 
closed and reclaimed. 
 

Sawlog (R209A2) 
 
The Sawlog roadless area contains important year-round range for elk and deer as well as 
a wild population of pure Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout and an introduced (1998) 
population of Rio Grande sucker.  The Sawlog and Poison Gulch portions of this area are 
characterized by very large, open expanses of grasslands on the south-facing slopes and 
dense conifer stands on the north-facing slopes.  There are also several small springs in 
the bottoms of the gulches. This type of terrain, when free of the disturbance of roads and 
motor vehicle use, is extremely valuable for deer and elk and is unique in the area. 
 
Support roadless & Backcountry designation. 
Deer and Elk: This IRA serves as an important refuge area for these animals during 
hunting seasons, enhancing harvest around the edges of the area and providing excellent 
hunting for the hunters who put out the effort to hunt within this IRA.  The presence of 
roads in this IRA would greatly reduce the value of the area to deer and elk during 
hunting seasons and degrade the harvest success and quality of the hunt both within the 
area itself and in the areas immediately surrounding it.  
Native fish: This IRA encompasses a large portion of the watershed of North Carnero 
creek and approximately 1.3 miles of North Carnero Creek itself.  This creek typically 
has low flows and is vulnerable to high temperatures and drought.  Localized moderate to 



heavy grazing in the riparian area of this stream exacerbates these vulnerabilities, putting 
the populations of native fish at risk.  Roads in this area would increase erosion and 
siltation in the stream, putting the fish populations under even more stress and thus are 
not recommended. 
 

Sheep Mountain (R209A5) & Lake Fork (R209A7) 
 
These two partially contiguous IRA’s are adjacent to the La Garita Wilderness Area in 
the Saguache Park area.  The Sheep Mountain IRA consists almost exclusively of dense 
subalpine timber on steep slopes.  This area provides good summer elk habitat and heavy 
cover for calving. The Lake Fork IRA encompasses a wider array of habitats, including 
the entire watershed of the Lake Fork of Saguache Creek, which is quite extensive and 
provides an array of excellent summer elk habitat.  Most of the Lake Fork watershed 
consists patches of timber interspersed by a mosaic of open slopes and meadows.  The 
Lake Fork itself and its unnamed western tributary support fisheries consisting of brook 
and brown trout.  Both of these IRA’s also see the occasional moose and lynx passing 
through.  Although no denning has been documented, both IRA’s possess excellent 
potential lynx habitat.  Extreme grazing impact and degradation of riparian areas has been 
noted on the Lake Fork itself and its largest tributary, un unnamed stream coming from 
the West. This IRA also encompasses Table Mountain and surrounding area.  The top of 
Table Mountain itself is a large expanse of flat brushy alpine habitat, which is also very 
good elk summer range, and the slopes of the mountain support some of the most dense 
subalpine timber stands in the district. Sheep Mountain and the Lake Fork watershed are 
managed by the Forest Service as backcountry while Table Mountain itself is managed 
with forest vegetation emphasis and for forest products.  Elk take refuge on Table 
Mountain when disturbed by hunting pressure, and thus Table Mountain provides a “hot 
spot” for elk harvest during hunting seasons.  If road access were increased on Table 
Mountain it would become far less attractive to the elk and would most likely push the 
animals into the Cochetopa Creek drainage, into a limited GMU and out of reach of the 
hunters on Table Mountain. 
 
Support roadless designation and maximize backcountry management. Consider 
expanding backcountry management to encompass all of Table Mountain.  Modify 
grazing practices to reduce riparian impacts in the Lake Fork watershed. 
 

Cotton Creek R209C5 
 
This tract has an emphasis on forest vegetation and as key deer and elk winter range.  The 
area can also be included as part the range for the Sangre De Cristo bighorn sheep herd.  
This area should continue to be included in the road less area designation. 
 
Continue efforts to use area to help bring deer and elk to DAU objective. 
 
 



Crestone R209C6 
 
The Crestone road less area includes tracts in and near the Sangre De Cristo Wilderness 
area and should continue to be classified as road less.  The tract is emphasized as bighorn 
sheep habitat and deer elk winter range.  The unit also has one known natural salt lick 
with in it.   
 
Continue to manage for viable bighorn sheep habitat.  This area is a key area for lambing 
and wintering sheep. 
 

Liberty Area R209C7 
 
The Liberty area road less area includes tracts in and near the Sangre De Cristo 
Wilderness area and borders the Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve. This 
should continue to be classified as road less with exception to allow for access to private 
in holdings.  The tract is emphasized as key bighorn sheep habitat and deer elk winter 
range. 
 
Continue to manage for viable bighorn sheep habitat. Continue efforts to use this area to 
help bring deer and elk to DAU objective. 
 

Hot Springs R209C8 
 
The area is of significant importance to the Brazilian free-tailed bats that come from the 
adjacent Orient Mine colony.  It is also critical winter range for deer and elk and is 
adjacent to the Sangre De Cristo Wilderness. 
 
Continue efforts to use this area to help bring deer and elk to DAU objective. 
 


