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CREEP FEEDING CALVES 
By H. B. OSLAND and GEORGE E. MORTON 

Obje·cts of the Experiments 

1. To compare creep feeding vs. not creep feeding. 

2. To determine the relative cost of such practice. 

3. To compare the outcome of creep-fed calves vs. non
creep-fed calves in the drylot finishing period. 

Calves Used 

Grade Hereford calves, both steers and heifers, born to our 
herd of grade range cows, were used in these three experiments. 

Range Used 

The station owns 532 acres of low foothill range land. It 
carries on an average 62 cows and their calves. The range is a 
mixed grass range with western wheatgrass, grama and buffalo 
grass on the flat lands and chaparral with mountain mahogany 
predominating on the hillsides. 

Methods Used in Allotment 

Calves were allotted according to age in days, sire of calf, 
dam of calf, b,ge of dam, origin of dam and weight of calf. These 
same factors were used in each of the three experiments. 

Method of Creep Feeding 

Equipment.-A yard, 30 ft. by 30 ft. in size, was fenced off 
leaving creep entrances at each corner. A low, board windbreak 
was built at thE:: north side of each pen. In the beginning of the 
test, a straw bed was put next to the windbreak to induce the 
calves to enter the pen. The feeder used was the Kansas type, 
holding 2,000 pounds of grain. 

Feeds Used.-

1931-Rolled oats. 
1932-Rolled oats. 
1933-A half-and-half mixture of ground corn and 

ground barley. 

A little brown sugar was sprinkled over the grain the first 
few days to teach the calves to eat. 
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Location of Creep Feeders.-Watering troughs are real con
gregating places on the summer range. Creep feeders should be 
located nehr such resting places to give calves ample opportunity 
to use the creeps. The creep feeders in this test were located a 
short distance from the watering trough near sheds where the 
cows rested during the middle of the day. 

Seasonal Condition of the Range 

1931-Good pasture. 

1932-Good pasture. 

1933-Dry and short pasture; cows and calves had to be 
taken off the range September 5. 

Starting Date of Experiments 

1931-The test was not started until May 5 or quite some 
time after the range provided green grass. Green grass induces 
an increased flow of milk in the cows. Because of this, it was 
very difficult at first to get the calves to consume the grain. They 
were apparently satisfied with their mother's milk and what 
little green grass they ate. 

1932-This second experiment was started April 12, which 
was just previous to the growing season. The calves took to the 
grain almost at once. 

1933-This test was also started before the grass began to 
green up. Very little difficulty was experienced in getting the 
calves on grain. 



CREEP FEEDING CALVES-I 

Pasture Period 

14 calves per lot-151 days-May 5 to October 2, 1931 
(Table based on one average calf) 

Lot number 

Ration 

Weight at start 
F'inal weight 
Total gain 
Daily gain 

Average daily feed per calf
Rolled oats 

Feed required per cwt. gain
Rolled oats 

Cost of each pound of additional gain 
with rolled oats at $22 per ton 

Cost of total additional gain ·with 
rolled oats at $22 per ton 

Range pasture 

106.6 
342.9 
236.2 

1.56 

Drylot J.i'infslttng Period 

2 

Rolled oats 
Range pasture 

105.3 
351.3 
245.9 

1.63 

1.51 

92.7 

$0.26 

$2.51 

14 calves per lot-208 days-October 2, 1931 to April 27, 1932 
(Table based on one average calf) 

Lot number 

Ration fed 

Mineral mixture and salt self-fed 

vVeight at start 
Final weight 
Total gain 
Daily gain 

Average daily feed per calf
Ground corn 
Ground barley 
Cottonseed cake 
Corn silage 
Alfalfa 
Mineral mix 
Salt 

Feed required per cwt. gain at feedlot
Ground corn 
Ground barley 
Cottonseed cake 
Corn silage 
Alfalfa 
Mineral mix 
Salt 

Feed cost per cwt. gain at feedlot 

Selling price per cwt. 

Ground corn 
Ground barley 

Cottonseed cake 
Corn silage 

Alfalfa 

342.9 
746.3 
403.4 

1.94 

2.62 
2.62 

.97 
14.62 

2.72 
.02 
.03 

135.3 
135.3 

50.2 
753.9 
140.1 

1.1 
1.3 

$5.56 

$6.00 

2 

Ground corn 
Ground barley 

Cottonseed cake 
Corn silage 

Alfalfa 

351.3 
771.1 
419.8 

2.02 

2.64 
2.64 
.97 

14.61 
3.49 

.03 

.02 

130.6 
130.6 

48.1 
724.1 
172.7 

1.6 
1.1 

$5.51 

$6.50 



CREEP ll"EEDIXG CALVES-II 
Pa,;:ture Pet'iod 

15 calves per lot-180 days-April 12, 1932 to Octobl:'r 9, 1932 
(Table based on one average calf) 

Lot number 

Ration 

\Veight at start 
I<~inal weight 
Total gain 
Daily gain 

Average daily feed per calf
Rolled oats 

Feed required per cwt. gain
Rolled oats 

Cost of each pound of additional gain 
Rolled oats at $22 per ton 

$20 per ton 
$18 per ton 
$16 per ton 

Cost of total additional gain 
Rolled oats at $22 pet• ton 

$20 per ton 
$18 per ton 
$16 per ton 

Rolled oats 
Range pasture 

96.0 
352.0 
256.0 

1.42 

1.84 

129.3 

$0.085 
0.077 
0.06!) 
0.062 

$3.64 
3.31 
2.98 
2.65 

CREEP FEJ<JDil\'G CAL VES-111 
.Pasture Period 

Range pasture 

96.0 
309.0 
213.0 

1.18 

14 calves per lot-151 days-Apt·il 7, 1933 to Septeml::er 5, 1933 
(Table based on one average calf) 

Lot number 

H.ation 

'Veight at start 
Final weight 
Total gain 
Daily gain 

Average daily feed per calf
Ground corn 
Ground barley 

.F'eed required per cwt. gain
Ground corn 
Ground barley 

Cost of each pound of additional gain 
Grain mixture at $22 per ton 

$20 per ton 
$18 per ton 
$16 per ton 

Cost of total additional gain 
Grain mixture at $22 per ton 

$20 per ton 
$18 per ton 
$16 per ton 

Range pasture 

87.8 
192.9 
105.1 

.70 

2 

Grain mixture 
Range pasture 

87.1 
268.8 
181.6 

1.20 

.76 

. 76 

63.0 
63.0 

$0.033 
0.029 
0.027 
0.024 

$2.52 
2.29 
2.06 
1.83 



Conclusions 

1931 Experiment.-1. Late calves started on the creep after 
the grass season begins do not take very readily to the grain un
til the range begins to dry up. 

2. Indications are that even though they consume rela
tively large amounts of grain during late summer, the additional 
gain produced is low and expensive. 

3. During the drylot finishing period, the creep-fed calves 
show a tendency toward larger gain and also command a greater 
selling price because of more finish. However, in this test the 
greater gain and finish were not sufficient to offset the cost of 
creep feeding during the summer months. 

1932 Experiment.-1. Early calves started on the creep be
fore the pastures green up can be taught to eat grain almost at 
once. They will continue on grain all through the spring and 
summer months. 

2. Even though grass is abundant, the creep-feds produce 
enough more weight to justify the expense of graining them. 

1933 Experiment.-1. Using average daily consumption as 
a criterion, a mixture of corn and barley is not any more pal
atable than rolled oats. 

2. Creep feeding is apparently very profitable during a dry 
year with very scant pasture. The creep-fed calves showed 73 
percent greater gain than those calves which did not have access 
to grain. 
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