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Introduction to Folklore for Grade 12
 
Description:  Introduces older students to the concepts of folklore and folk   

   groups through reading, brainstorming, listening to audio  

   recordings, playing Folklore Bingo, and writing.

Grades:  12

Author:  Kathi Figgen

Materials Included: Article “Southern Colorado Cultures” on this website. Folklore   

   Bingo cards (in Folklore Bingo Lesson Plan). Recordings (available  

   on this site or on audio cassette and vhs—see Resources Section for  

   ordering information.)

   “Do Not Pass Me By” (audio)

   “A Calling Card for Friendship” (audio)

   “Just Plain Art” (video)

Materials Needed: Master/Apprentice: Colorado Folk Arts and Artists, 1986-1990.   

   (See Resources Section to order) Video “Gap-Toothed Woman.” by  

   Les Blanc [http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/GapTooth.html]

   Examples of material folklore. Internet access

Standards:  This activity can be used to address these Colorado Model Content  

   Standards:

 Geography: 2, 4, 6

 History: 3

 Reading and Writing: 1, 3, 5, 6

 Visual Arts: 5
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Danny Many Horses-Rael of 
Loveland uses the flute in his 
narration of traditional Native 
American tales as well as in his 
more contemporary music. Photo 
by Georgia Wier (NE Colorado 
CCA Folklorist Collection at City 
of Greeley Museums).

Look for these Icons for 
resources accessible on  

this website

Audio

 
Video

Lesson Plan
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Advanced Placement English

Topic

Introduction to the concepts of folklore and folk 

groups

Time Required

2 weeks (six hours of class time) 

Goals (Covert) 

• Students will become familiar with a variety of 

folklore forms (cognitive)

 

• Students will learn specifics about some folk arts 

practiced in Colorado (cognitive)

• Students will appreciate the breadth of folklore 

studies (affective) 

• Students will have fun identifying their own 

folklore (affective)

  

• Students will enjoy identifying their own folk 

groups (affective)

Lindy Soon Curry 
uses the harp to 
accompany her 
storytelling for both 
children and others. 
She mixes folk tales 
from many cultures 
with the story of her 
personal journey. 
Photo by Georgia 
Wier (NE Colorado 
CCA Folklorist 
Collection at City of 
Greeley Museums).

Objectives (Overt)

• Students will be able to define the terms folklore 

and folk group (cognitive)

 

• Students will be able to give examples of 

different types of folklore and different folk groups 

(cognitive)

• Students will read article “Southern Colorado 

Cultures” (cognitive/psychomotor)

 

• Students will read one of essays about a folk 

arts tradition or a folk artist in Master/Apprentice: 

Colorado Folk Arts and Artists, 1986-1990. 

• Students will play “Folklore Bingo” (see 

Folklore Bingo Lesson Plan) and talk about 

their written responses (psychomotor/

cognitive)

• Students will write about their folk group 

memberships (psychomotor/cognitive)
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Procedures

• Have students read “Southern Colorado Cultures” 

and brainstorm about the term folklore; write 

responses on blackboard

 

• Using the Master/Apprentice: Colorado Folk Arts 

and Artists, 1986-1990 catalog, assign each student 

one of the four articles about folk arts traditions 

in Colorado (“Living Folk Traditions of American 

Indians in Colorado,” by Joyce Herold; “Hispanic 

Weaving” and “Traditional Woodcarving” by Bea 

Roeder”; and “Hispanic Colcha Embroidery: Stitches 

in Time,” by Suzanne McAuley) or one of the 21 

articles about master and apprentice artists.  (see 

Resources Section for ordering information)

• Use musical selections and cowboy 

poetry on A Calling Card for Friendship 

and Do Not Pass Me By, video Just Plain 

Art, and tangible examples to illustrate the concept 

of folklore

• Guide student groups in playing “Folklore Bingo”

  

• Lead a discussion about “Folklore Bingo” responses 

• Use music, cowboy poetry, video selections and 

tangible examples of folklore to illustrate the 

concept of folk groups

 

• Show “Gap-Toothed Woman” video to illustrate 

one folk group (optional)

• Have students brainstorm about what folk groups 

they belong to

 

• Assign in-class writing assignment about folk 

groups and Colorado folk arts traditions 

Materials

• Photocopies of articles from Master/

Apprentice: Colorado Folk Arts and Artists, 

1986-1990 catalog. (One article for each 

student), copy of “Folklore Bingo” (in English or 

Spanish) for each student

 

• Optional: Videocassette recorder and  ethno-

graphic film, “Gap-Toothed Woman,” by Les Blanc 

[http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/GapTooth.html]

• Computer access to links cited in Resources 

Section.

• Examples of material folklore (you can use photos 

on this website, bring some hand-made items you 

have access to, or ask students to bring examples of 

a family folk art or tradition). 

Evaluation

Participation/discussion 

“Folklore Bingo” 

In-class writing assignment 

Quiz on basic terms
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Colorado Content Standards

Visual Arts

#5. Students relate the visual arts to history and 

culture. 

Language Arts 

#1. Students write and speak for a variety of 

purposes and for diverse audiences.

#3. Students read and understand a variety of 

materials.

#5. Students read to locate, select, and make use 

of relevant information from  a variety of media, 

reference, and technological sources. 

#6. Students read and recognize literature as an 

expression of human experiences. 

Geography

#2. Students know the physical and human 

characteristics of places, and use this knowledge 

to define and study regions and their patterns of 

change. 

#4. Students understand how economic, political, 

cultural, and social processes interact to shape  

patterns of human populations, interdependence, 

cooperation, and conflict. 

#6. Students apply knowledge of people, places, 

and environments to understand the past and 

present and to plan for the future.

History

#3. Students understand that societies are diverse 

and have changed over time. 
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