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Prion, the agent responsible for transmissible spongiform 
encephalopathies such as scrapie, BSE, and CWD, is an abnormal 
form of a normal cellular protein. The scrapie prion is thought to 
be spread most commonly from the ewe to her offspring and to 
other lambs through contact with the placenta and placental 
fluids.  Signs or effects of the disease usually appear 2 to 5 years 
after the animal is infected.after the animal is infected.
 
The Rocky Mountain Regional Animal Health Laboratory 
(RMRAHL) is USDA certified to perform scrapie susceptibility 
testing at codon 171 through real-time PCR 
technology. This genotyping service will help interested 
producers decrease scrapie susceptible genotypes in their flocks. 
Over the long term, breeding based on genotyping will Over the long term, breeding based on genotyping will 
increase the resistance of the national sheep flock and 
promote the eradication of scrapie.
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