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DESCRIPTION OF MANAGEMENT AREA AND HABITAT 
 
DAU B-10 contains most of the area of the Flattops Wilderness area and the White River Plateau.  It is 
bounded on the north by the Yampa River, on the east by the Yampa and Colorado Rivers, on the south by the 
Colorado River and on the west by Colo. Hwy. 13.  It is roughly the same area as the White River elk herd DAU 
E-6.  Vegetation varies from mixed sage, pinyon-juniper at the lower elevations to alpine forests in the higher 
areas. Middle elevations have an abundance of mountain shrubs, such as oakbrush and serviceberry. 
 
No formal population estimate has been made.  From comparison to other studies that have been made, it is 
thought that the bear population in this DAU is moderate, probably near 1 bear per 2-3 square miles.  There 
are areas of higher densities in association with the areas of mountain shrub concentrations.  The population is 
thought to be stable or rising slightly over the last 10 years. 
 
TOTAL BEAR HARVEST OBJECTIVE: Harvest fell by about half with the end of the spring season but 
increased steadily since that time to again match spring season highs.  The harvest varied from 4 to 21 over 
the last 10 years with an average of 12.  The recent high harvest of 21 occurred in 1997. 
 
There is no desire to maintain a high bear population in this area.  Licenses should be allocated to hold the 
population levels below current levels measured by the decrease in damage payments and damage bears 
taken.  Initially we should attempt to double the average licensed harvest in the DAU in order to harvest 30 
bears. 
 
TOTAL BEAR DAMAGE OBJECTIVE: This is an area of high numbers of summer sheep grazing and damage 
by bears can be high.  This is a primary concern in the management of this DAU.  Damage payments have 
varied from $5,000 to $100,000 over the last 10 years, with the high of $100,000 occurring in 1995-96.  This 
was almost entirely damage to sheep.  The reported damage harvest has grown steadily, reaching 17 in 1997. 
 
In some years, the number of damage bears taken matches or exceeds the licensed harvest. 
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It is far more desirable to have sportsman take the additional bear as opposed to damage actions.  The DAU 
will be managed to reduce damage payments below the long-term annual average of $30,000.  This will be 
accomplished primarily through additional hunter harvest.  Additional control will be continued through damage 
harvest of individual damage bears.  An investigator will be used to confirm and quickly respond to damage 
incidents in an effort to reduce damage levels. 
 
NUISANCE BEAR COMPLAINTS: Despite moderate to high bear numbers, the level of bear-human conflicts 
is very low.  Reported conflict situations have ranged from 3 to 8 in recent years.  This can probably be 
attributed to the low level of development in most areas.  Also, there is a very low tolerance to acclimated 
bears in this area, hence bears stay wild or they are eliminated. 
 
The goal for nuisance complaints will be to maintain the current low level, less than 10 complaints annually, 
with a combination of population reduction and education/information in potential problem areas.  Targeting 
individual problem bears will also continue. 
 
BEAR PREDATION ON OTHER WILDLIFE: In July, 1999, the Colorado Wildlife Commission approved a 
Mammalian Predator Policy which calls for predator control actions when it is determined that the predator 
species is inhibiting the ability of the Division to attain management objectives for other wildlife populations.  
Currently, studies related to deer fawn summer mortality and both fawn and adult winter mortality indicate that 
black bear are not a major factor in population regulation.  Elk populations are currently well above objectives 
in these DAUs with elk survival rates extremely high. 
 
Sport hunting is the primary method of bear population control and will continue to be used to harvest bear at a 
level that will allow maximum hunter opportunity and maintain a healthy, viable bear population.  Individual 
animals that cause excessive damage to livestock, damage to personal property, or pose a threat to human 
health and welfare will be removed as necessary.  No control action, other than sport harvest, is anticipated to 
benefit deer or elk. 
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