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DESCRIPTION OF DATA ANALYSIS UNIT, HABITAT, AND PAST MANAGEMENT: 
 
This bear unit is located in south central Colorado on the west side of the San Luis Valley. Drainages include 
the Rio Grande, Conejos River, and Saguache Creek.  The Data Analysis Unit (DAU) includes six game 
management units: 68, 681, 76, 79, 80, and 81.  The CDOW has designated this bear DAU B-13. 
 
The unit is considered to be fair bear habitat.  It is generally bordered on the east by agricultural lands at lower 
elevation.  As the elevation increases from east to west from 7,500 feet to over 13,000 feet, the vegetation 
changes from pinion-juniper to aspen and Douglas fir, to spruce-fir to alpine along the continental divide.  Mast 
and berry crops are not abundant and the unit does not have the potential for high bear populations. 
 
Some areas around South Fork and Del Norte are experiencing growth in land development and encroachment 
into traditional bear habitat.  Human conflicts with bears in these areas are increasing.  In 1998, 17 human/bear 
conflicts were reported in the DAU.  Bear depredation on beehives and livestock is a problem during some 
years.  The average yearly game damage has been $4,190 with a high of almost $15,000 and a low of less 
than $600. In the past beehive damage has been the costliest type but better protection has somewhat 
alleviated that problem.  Livestock losses and personal property make up the remainder of the damage claims. 
 
The average hunter harvest in the last 10 years has been 12 bears, with a low of four in 1994 and 1996 and a 
high of 26 in 1989.  CDOW destruction of problem bears has also added to the harvest in recent years.  
Licenses have been unlimited in regular rifle seasons.  Since 1993 bear incenses have been limited in the 
September hunting seasons. During 1993 and 1994 seasons, 1,000 license were issued on a statewide basis. 
 From 1995 through 1998, 2,000 licenses were issued for the September season.  Starting in 1999 licenses for 
the September season were issued on a DAU basis and B-13 was allocated 100 licenses. 
 
ISSUES: 
 
1. Increased encroachment into bear habitat has caused more human/bear conflicts. 
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2. Depredation by bears on beehives, livestock, and personal property. 
3. Maintain a healthy bear population. 
4. Perceptions of bear depredation on deer and elk. 
 
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS: Management of bears is difficult because of the cost of obtaining 
population information.  Sound inventory techniques such as mark and recapture are cost prohibited on a 
statewide basis.  Recent studies have indicated that bear depredation on deer and elk is not an important 
mortality factor to these populations. Management of bears will be based on three objectives; 1) a sport hunting 
objective 2) a game damage objective and 3) a nuisance objective. 
 
SPORT HUNTING HARVEST OBJECTIVE: Sport hunting will continue to be the primary tool to maintain a 
healthy and viable bear population.  The preferred management objective is to keep the sport harvest at the 
ten-year average of 12 bears per year for all seasons. The limited bear licenses for the September season will 
be set along with the estimated regular rifle season harvest to meet the objective.  The CDOW will manage the 
DAU for stable sport hunting activity. 
 
GAME DAMAGE OBJECTIVE: The management objective is to keep the game damage below the current 9-
year average of $4,200.  To meet this objective the CDOW will need to continue with preventative measures on 
beehives, educate the public on protecting personal property, continue the two strike policy on nuisance bear 
and adjust the hunting quota on bears. 
 
NUISANCE OBJECTIVE: The goal is to decrease the nuisance complains from current levels.  This will do by 
the continuing education program for the general public. 
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