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DESCRIPTION OF MANAGEMENT AREA AND HABITAT 
 
This DAU comprises the northwest corner of the state.  It is bounded on the north by the Colorado-Wyoming 
state line, on the east by Hwy. 13, on the south by the White River and on the west by the Colorado-Utah state 
line.  Dominant vegetation is sagebrush mixed with pinyon-juniper.  There is limited mountain shrub at the 
higher elevations. 
 
This is an area of marginal black bear habitat. Although no formal population estimate has been attempted, it is 
thought that the bear population is low, probably less than 1 bear per 5 square miles. 
 
TOTAL BEAR HARVEST OBJECTIVE 
 
The harvest with statewide limited September licenses and unlimited licenses concurrent with the 3 regular big-
game rifle seasons has been very low.  It has varied between 1 and 4 the last 10 years with an average of 2.  
The 10-year high harvest of 4 was in 1997.  Most of the harvest occurs in the upper elevations of unit 1O, unit 
11, and unit 2 on Douglas Mt. 
 
Because of the limited habitat capacity for bear of this DAU, the population level will always be low. This area 
will not supply a significant harvest opportunity. It should be managed with about the same number of hunters 
as currently use the area with harvest held at 4 bears annually. To increase licenses would probably just 
decrease success. 
 
TOTAL BEAR DAMAGE OBJECTIVE 
 
Damage by bears has ranged from $500 to $15,000 over the last 10 years.  The high of $15,000 was in 1997.  
Most of the damage was to sheep on the higher elevation summer ranges.  The necessary damage harvest is 
typically 0 or 1, usually 0.  This DAU has a low potential for damage; therefore damage levels should not be a 
major consideration in overall management.  Damage levels will typically be below $10,000 a year.  In order to 
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keep below that level, individual problem bears will be targeted as necessary. 
 
NUISANCE BEAR COMPLAINTS: The amount of bear-human conflict varies widely, depending on the year, 
but is always relatively low.  The yearly variation is probably due to weather related mast production. 
 
The number of reported conflicts for the past few years ranges from 0 to 11.  Nuisance bear complaints for the 
last two years has been 0.  The goal will be to hold the complaint level at a low level, less than 5 complaints 
annually, with a combination of education/information and dealing directly with individual problem bears. 
 
BEAR PREDATION ON OTHER WILDLIFE: In July, 1999, the Colorado Wildlife Commission approved a 
Mammalian Predator Policy which calls for predator control actions when it is determined that the predator 
species is inhibiting the ability of the Division to attain management objectives for other wildlife populations.  
Currently, studies related to deer summer fawn mortality and both fawn and doe winter mortality indicate that 
black bears are not a not a major factor in deer population regulation.  Elk populations are currently well above 
objectives in these DAUs and survival rates are very high. 
 
Sport hunting is the primary method of bear population control and will continue to be used to harvest bears at 
a level that will allow maximum hunter opportunity and maintain a healthy, viable bear population.  Individual 
animals that cause excessive damage to livestock, damage personal property or pose a threat to human health 
or welfare will be removed from the population as necessary.  No control action, other than sport harvest, is 
anticipated to benefit deer or elk.  
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