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DESCRIPTION OF MANAGEMENT AREA AND HABITAT 
 
This DAU takes in all of Grand and Summit Counties (Middle Park), and includes a small portion of Routt and 
Eagle Counties.  Research by CDOW in the mid-9Os indicated a density of 21 bears for every 100 square 
miles of habitat in Middle Park (1280 mi2). Bear density in GMU 15 (349 mi2) on the west side of the Gore 
Range is likely higher, however, due to higher quality habitat in that area.  Radio-tracking of bears outfitted 
with transmitters during this time period indicate bears made extensive movements within this DAU, with an 
average home range of an adult male being 200 mi2 in any one year.  In any single year, 20% of sows can 
be expected to have cubs. Fall foods are critical to bears and consist mainly of soft mast, including 
chokecherry, raspberry, serviceberry and buffaloberry.  The hard mast crop from oakbrush in Routt County 
(GMU 15) may be very important to this bear population.  Dry summers or unseasonable frosts may cause 
a failure of the berry crop, precipitating a dramatic increase in encounters between bears and humans. 
 
TOTAL HARVEST OBJECTIVE: Annual sport harvest for this DAU ranged from two bears to 24 bears 
during the period 1988-98, with a total harvest of 142 animals (damage kills included).  During the period 
1995-1998 a total of 16 bears were harvested (sport harvest and damage combined), for an average of 5.3 
animals/year. This compares to 19.8 animals/year during the years when spring baiting and pursuit with 
hounds were permitted (prior to 1992). 
 
To help meet the growing demand for sport harvest, while continuing to provide other opportunities for the 
public to enjoy and make use of this species, an objective of 15 bears per year is recommended for B-16.  
When more than 45 bears are harvested over a three-year period by sport hunters, landowners and 
damage control agents, or if more than 25 bears are removed from this population in any given year, permit 
numbers will be reevaluated to insure the sustainability of a healthy population. 
 
DAMAGE OBJECTIVE: Since the close of FY 87-88, DOW has expended $55,407 in damage payments.  Of 
this, $51,082 was for damage to sheep, cattle, horses and other livestock, $4,207 for buildings or household 
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items, and $118 for unknown items.  For the period 1995-98 damage payments averaged $17,728.33 annually, 
although one claim in FY 97/98 was for $24,714. 
 
Game damage payments in this DAU averaging $7,500 or less annually over a 3-year period will not be 
considered excessive.  All losses exceeding $500 will be investigated, however, under normal circumstances.  
Since the majority of livestock losses have occurred in GMU 15 on the west side of the Gore Range, control 
work should be focused there. 
 
CONFLICTS:  Thirty-three human conflicts were documented over the period 1995-97 for an average of 
8.3/year.  Conflicts range from situations where a bear is merely a nuisance, to an animal breaking into a 
building.  A majority of minor incidents go unrecorded, however, particularly when the same bear causes 
repetitive problems. 
 
Given the extensive development occurring in Grand, Routt and Summit Counties, conflicts with humans can 
be expected to increase, perhaps dramatically during years when natural foods are in short supply.  DOW will 
continue to be pro-active in educating the public in ways to minimize bear conflicts with press releases, 
information disseminated by the Area 9 office and Denver headquarters, radio announcements, public contacts 
by DWMs, technicians and biologists, and public seminars.  Bears will be live-trapped and moved only under 
unusual circumstances, and then only after property owners have cooperated in removing all attractive 
nuisances.  In most instances, bears exhibiting aggressive behavior or those that develop a habit of entering 
human dwellings will likely be destroyed rather than relocated.  Efforts will be made in land use planning to 
protect critical fall foraging areas, particularly oakbrush stands. 
 
B-16 overlaps two deer planning units: Middle Park and State Bridge.  The former is at or above population 
objective, and buck ratios have been rising lately, after holding between 15 and 20 bucks per 100 does since 
the mid-80s.  The State Bridge deer herd is down significantly from historic numbers, however, and generally is 
not performing as well as Middle Park.  Elk DAUs in the same area include Gore Pass, William’s Fork and 
Troublesome; all of these are above population objectives at this time. Although black bears are known to prey 
on deer fawns, the overall impact on deer herds is believed to be of minor significance.  The same should be 
true for elk.  The goal outlined for sport harvest of bears, with a secondary objective of keeping damage claims 
and human conflicts to a minimum, appears very compatible with deer and elk goals. 
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