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DESCRIPTION OF MANAGEMENT AREA AND HABITAT 
 
DAU B-19 is located in north central Colorado.  It surrounds the Denver-Boulder metropolitan area and 
contains the urban interface areas west and south of the metro area. It is bounded on the west by the 
Continental Divide, on the north by Lefthand Canyon and the Brainard Lake Road, on the east by the Great 
Plains and the south by the Douglas-El Paso County line and the South Platte River. 
 
This bear DAU is very diverse in many respects.  Elevation ranges approximately 5,200 feet in the east to over 
14,000 feet on the west.  Vegetation includes short grass prairie, Gambel's oak, montane and subalpine 
forests, and alpine tundra.  The DAU contains Colorado's largest urban center and it also contains 2 wilderness 
areas. 
 
No population estimates or studies have been conducted in B-19.  Based on studies done in other areas of the 
state, it is thought that the bear population is low in the north and moderate in Gambel's oak habitat in the 
southeast portion of the DAU.  Population density studies in bear habitats similar to the low-density portion of 
B-19 indicate that 1 bear per 5 square miles would be expected.  In Gambel's oak habitat in the southern 
portion, bear densities may be as high as 1 bear per 2-3 square miles. 
 
There is approximately 2,000 square miles of bear habitat mapped for B-19.  Using expected bear densities, 
there may be from 400 to 600 bears in B-19. 
 
The availability of human associated food throughout the foothills may support a higher bear density than 
would be possible with only natural vegetation.  The population is thought to be stable or rising slightly over the 
last 10 years. 
 
TOTAL BEAR HARVEST OBJECTIVE: Harvest has been steady for the last 10 years averaging about 11 
bears per year.  Average harvest did not differ in the 5 out of 10 years with a spring season (10.6) from the 5 
years without a spring season (11.3).  The average harvest for the last 3, 5, and 10 years is 11, 11, and 11.3, 
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respectively.  Harvest has ranged from a low of 5 bears in 1991 to a high the following year with 18 bears. 
 
The harvest objective should be to harvest at least 11 bears per year based on a 3-year average.  If harvest 
exceeds 20 bears per year based on a 3-year average, the harvest objective should be reevaluated to see if it 
is appropriate.  If appropriate, limited license numbers in the September season should be adjusted.  Bear 
removals from all methods should not exceed 40 bears per year if the current population is to be maintained. 
 
It should be noted that many bears in B-19 are not available for hunter harvest due to the urban interface areas 
that they live in.  Hunting is not allowed on the over 100,000 acres of Open Space in Boulder, Jefferson, and 
Douglas County.  Many private landowners also do not allow hunting.  Field contacts by CDOW personnel 
indicate that people living in B-19 do not want bears killed in response to damage problems.  People indicate 
that they will tolerate the current level of damage and take steps to learn to live with bears. 
 
TOTAL BEAR DAMAGE OBJECTIVE: B-19 has averaged approximately $6,700 in damage payments per 
year since 1988.  Annual game damage payments have ranged from $1,992 in 1998-99 to over $13,000 in 
1990-91.  The damage average for the last 3 years has been $4,572.  The most expensive claims were for 
beehives and exotic domestic stock prior to 1995.  In recent years, buildings and RV's have resulted in the 
most expensive claims. 
 
The damage objective should be $4,500 based on the last 3-year average.  If damage payments exceeds this 
objective for more than 3 years, then the objective should be reevaluated.  It may be necessary to take further 
steps to reduce damage.  Possibly steps are the same as those that could be taken for bear-human conflicts 
and are listed below. Changes in objective or management may not be required if claims exceed the objective 
in one year.  Many times, shortages of natural bear foods caused by drought or late spring frosts, result in an 
abnormally high damage-conflict year. 
 
BEAR-HUMAN CONFLICTS OBJECTIVE: B-19 has been in the top 3 bear DAUs for reported bear-human 
conflicts for the last 4 years.  Reports have averaged 134 per year over the last four years.  During this period, 
the low year was in 1997 with 75 reports and the high year was in 1995 with 173 reports.  The high number of 
reported conflicts is not surprising considering the human population density is greater in this bear DAU than in 
any other. 
 
The objective is to maintain bear-human conflicts at 125 per year.  This is a slight decrease from the current 
average, but is reasonably obtainable.  If bear-human conflicts exceed the objective for 3 years, then 
appropriate steps will be taken to reduce the number of conflicts.  
 
These could include: 
1. Increase education effort in specific problem areas. 
2. Encourage the use of bear-proof trash containers.  This effort will include working with local 

governments, subdivisions and trash removal companies to supply or require bear proof trash 
containers. 

3. Target individual bears when necessary for removal by trap and transplant or by lethal means.  When 
and where possible, hunters will be allowed to remove problem bears. 

4. Reduce the bear population and density by trap and transplant and/or increasing hunter harvest.  It will 
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be difficult to use hunter harvest in many areas due to the suburban land use pattern in most areas of 
conflicts. 

 
BEAR IMPACTS ON OTHER WILDLIFE: Black bears have few, if any, negative impacts on other wildlife 
species in B-l9.  Deer populations are at or slightly above objective in 2 of the 3 deer DAUs and observed fawn: 
doe ratios have exceeded 60:100 in recent years. Although deer numbers are below objective in D-17, the deer 
population has been increasing for several years. 
 
The best bear habitat occurs on open space and on private lands where hunting for bears, deer and other big 
game is not allowed or is very limited.  Elk populations have increased and bear predation on calves in these 
areas is desirable to keep elk populations at objective. 
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