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INTRODUCTION 
 
Bear DAU B-4 has two totally different types of bear habitat.  North Park is poor bear habitat, due to the lack of 
shrubs that produce a mast crop.  The upper Yampa drainage is excellent bear habitat, because of the large 
amount of oakbrush habitat.  Lacking site specific density estimates, it seems reasonable to expect the bear 
population density is one bear for 1.5 to 2 square miles of bear habitat in the upper Yampa drainage.  In North 
Park the bear density is likely to be one bear for 5 to 10 square miles of habitat.  North Park should produce an 
average bear population of 100 animals.  The upper Yampa part of this DAU has approximately 700 square 
miles of bear habitat that should produce 350 to 467 bears.  For the total DAU the bear population would be 
between 450 and 550 bears.  The harvest objective is ten percent of the population.  The bear population can 
sustain an annual harvest of 45 to 55 bears.  Harvest has never approached this level. 
 

GAME DAMAGE REPORT –1998: 
Bee hives $72 
Livestock $11,918 
Property $1,286 
Total $13,276 

 
1991-92  Total ................ $11,067 (all livestock) 
1992-93 .......................... NONE 
1993-94 .......................... NONE 
1994-95 .......................... NONE 
1995-96 .......................... $30,151 (95% livestock) 
1996-97 .......................... $37,424 (all livestock) 
1997-98 .......................... $20,350 (80% livestock & 20% property) 
 
AVERAGE DAMAGE AMOUNT FOR 1991-98 is $14,000 per year 
 
CONFLICT REPORTS: Bear conflicts reports have increased in recent years, only because DWMs have 
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started to fill out report forms.  There is no way to determine a real trend.  In dry years or late springs when the 
brush is frozen, the number of bear conflicts increases dramatically. 
 
HARVEST: 
 
1998 ............... 9 1992 ............... 10 
1997 ............. 17 1991 ................. 6 
1996 ............... 3 1990 ................. 3 
1995 ............... 8 1989 ................. 7 
1994 ............... 7 1988 ................. 9 
1993 ............... 1 
 
Average: 7.3 bears harvested per year 
 
PLAN OBJECTIVE: The objective is to maintain a recreational harvest and reduce property damage and 
human-bear conflicts.  The DOW must continue to educate the public concerning methods to control and 
reduce bear conflicts.  Bears should be relocated only after ALL attempts to eliminate the problem have been 
exhausted and there is a public safety issue. 
 
HARVEST:  The recreational harvest could be increased to approximately20 - 30 bears per year, however this 
DAU typically has a high removal rate do to agricultural conflicts.  The number of September bear permits 
should be increased to more closely achieve this objective. 
 
DAMAGE:  Damage claims should remain below a three-year average of $15,000 per year. If a reported 
livestock damage claim is over $1,000, a contract investigator will be sent to the damage location to investigate 
the claim.  The game damage program should fund the investigator.  This is how damage claims are handled 
currently. 
 
NUISANCE:  For the years 1995-98 the number of recorded nuisance complaints was 3, 6, 14, and 11 
respectively.  This is an average of 8.5 complaints per year. Complaints should be kept below 30 per year.  If 
the number of complaints exceeds this amount additional effort should be placed on information and education. 
 Bear relocation sites are becoming very difficult to find. 
 
Black bear are a minor predator on young deer and elk.  This is a natural relationship and no control measures 
need to be implemented to reduce the current level of predation by bears.  Individual bears that cause 
excessive damage to domestic livestock, personal property or pose a threat to the human population should be 
removed. 
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