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DESCRIPTION OF MANAGEMENT AREA AND HABITAT 
 
DAU B-5 includes all of Montrose County and parts of Dolores, Gunnison, Mesa, Ouray, and San Miguel 
Counties.  This DAU consistently ranks among the top DAUs in the state for the number of bear hunters and 
for bear harvest. Sport harvest averaged 75 bears/yr. in B-5 between 1995-1998 (Appendix Table 1).  During 
this period, B-5 accounted for over 14% of the statewide bear harvest and over 13% of bear hunters statewide. 
 Sixty-one percent of the bears harvested in B-5 during this period came from Units 61 & 62, the Uncompaghre 
Plateau.  Between 1993-1995, black bear density on the north end of the Uncompaghre Plateau was estimated 
to be 1.01 bears per square mile - one of the highest black bear densities reported in the United States. 
 
Between 1995-1997, claims approved by the CDOW for bear damage in B-5 averaged $8,500/yr.  During this 
period, 73% of the bear damage claims paid in B-5 were for predation on sheep and approximately 7% were 
for predation on other livestock (cattle, goats, and exotics).  Ratios of $120 in damage paid per bear harvested 
in B-5 and less than $8 in damage paid per bear hunter in B-5 between 1995-1997 were among the lowest in 
the state. 
 
Between 1995-1998, an average of 20 bear/human conflict reports per year was filed in B-5.  As measured by 
bear/human conflict reports the number of bear nuisance complaints in B-5 is generally low compared to other 
parts of the state such as the Front Range.  It should be noted that the tendency to file Human Conflict Reports 
varies greatly from district to district and from area to area. 
 
In B-5 between 1995-1998, 55% of the bear harvest occurred during the early limited-license season 
(Appendix Table 2).  Hunters with over-the-counter bear licenses during the combined deer & elk seasons 
accounted for over 70% of the bear hunters in B-5. 
 
The impact of bear predation on other wildlife species in B-5 is unknown.  However, during a study of neonatal 
fawn survival on the Uncompaghre Plateau conducted during the summer of 1999, only 3 of 28 mortalities 
(11%) were attributed to bear predation.  No mortalities have been attributed to bear predation during studies 
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of over-winter fawn survival and annual doe survival conducted on the Uncompaghre Plateau between 
December 1997 and November 1999.  It is highly unlikely that bears could significantly impact any threatened 
or endangered species in B-5. 
 
TOTAL BEAR HARVEST OBJECTIVE: A maximum harvest objective of 100 bears per year is recommended 
for B-5.  A healthy bear population, the importance of bear hunting in the area, and the relatively small amount 
of historic bear damage indicate that B-5 should be managed to provide a high level of sustainable bear 
hunting opportunity.  An increase in the bear harvest to reduce bear predation on other wildlife species should 
only occur if studies indicate that bears are having a significant impact on listed or economically valuable 
species.  The potential for over-harvest of bears appears to be likely only during the September season.  
Issuing no more than 400 licenses for B-5 during the September season should ensure that over-harvest will 
not occur. 
 
TOTAL BEAR DAMAGE OBJECTIVE: A maximum bear damage objective on livestock & beehives of $10,000 
is recommended.  If more than $10,000 in livestock & beehive claims due to bears is approved in a fiscal year, 
a professional livestock claims investigator should be retained to do an on-site investigation of all subsequent 
claims for the remainder of that year and the subsequent year.  If any beehive claim exceeds $ 1,000, 
exclusionary electric fencing provided by the CDOW is recommended. 
 
NUISANCE BEAR COMPLAINTS: Bear-human conflicts should not exceed 50 conflict reports in a calendar 
year or $3,000 in approved personal property claims in a fiscal year. If these objectives are exceeded, an 
increased public education program should be implemented in that year and in the subsequent year.  This 
program could include but not be limited to community based bear/human workshops, news releases/media 
coverage, and increased distribution of pamphlets/signs in problem areas. 
 
APPENDIX Table 1. B-5 bear data 1995-1998. 

             
Year Hunter Damage Total  % Damage Human 
 Harvest & Other Kill Hunters Success Paid $ Cnflct. Rpts. 
1995 65 17 82 1,160 5.6% 10,122 13 
1996 78 2 80 1,207 6.5% 7,667 48 
1997 71 4 75 1,138 6.2% 7,683 7 
1998 84 3 87 1 042 8.1% - 12  
AVG 75 7 81 1,137 6.6% $ 8,491 20  
 
 
APPENDIX Table 2. Percentages of bears harvested, bear hunters, and hunter success in B-5 during the four bear seasons, 
1995-1998. 
 

EARLY 1st RIFLE 2nd RIFLE 3 RIFLE 
SEASON SEASON SEASON SEASON 

 
% of HARVEST 55 23 16 6 
% of HUNTERS 29 25 31 15 
% SUCCESS 12 6 3 3 
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