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Summary 

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Colorado Department of 

Transportation (CDOT), is preparing a Categorical Exclusion for proposed changes to the westbound 

(WB) lanes of Interstate 70 (I-70) between approximately milepost (MP) 230 and MP 243, in Clear Creek 

County, Colorado (Proposed Action). The Proposed Action includes the addition of a 12-mile tolled Peak 

Period Shoulder Lane (PPSL) between the US Highway 40 (US 40)/I-70 interchange and east Idaho 

Springs in the WB direction and improvements to the State Highway (SH) 103 interchange. The Proposed 

Action includes the following improvements:  

 I-70 resurfacing and widening in select areas 

 Walls at acceleration lane locations and at rockfall locations 

 SH 103 Interchange improvements 

 Rockfall mitigation 

 Active traffic management 

 Fiber optic upgrades 

 Guardrails and barriers 

 Drainage infrastructure  

 Safety pull-outs 

The project corridor is shown in Figure 1. 

Figure 1. Project Corridor 

 
Source: HDR 2018. 
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Study Area 

The study area for the WB PPSL project encompasses CDOT right-of-way along I-70 in both directions 

from MP 243 to MP 230 and areas immediately adjacent to the right-of-way. This study area was used to 

evaluate the direct effects of the Proposed Action. 

For transportation and socioeconomic impacts, the study area for indirect effects includes Clear Creek 

County and the communities of Idaho Springs, Downieville-Lawson-Dumont, and the town of Empire. This 

area is broadly defined and includes the communities and other areas that would be indirectly affected 

by the Proposed Action. The indirect effects study area includes the communities shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 2. Study Area Communities 

 

 

For the remaining resources, the study area for indirect effects generally includes a 0.25-mile buffer 

around the study area. This area encompasses the communities and other areas that would be indirectly 

affected by the Proposed Action. 

Farmland Resources 

A review of the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service 

(NRCS) Web Soil Survey conducted on December 6, 2017, indicates that about 77.0 acres of soils found 

within the study area are classified as “farmland of statewide importance”. Table 1 indicates the two types 

of soils considered farmlands of statewide importance in the study area. 
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Table 1: Farmlands of Statewide Importance in the Study Area 

Soil Map Unit 
Sum of Acres in 

Study Area 

34: Lininger-Breece gravelly sandy loams, 3 to 12 percent slopes 3.2 

27: Lone Rock-Breece gravelly sandy loams, 2 to 9 percent slopes 73.8 

Total 77.0 

Source: USDA NRCS 2017.  

 

None of the existing classified prime farmland is currently being used for agricultural purposes. Figure 3 

shows prime farmlands near the project corridor. 

Determination 

Approximately 1.0 acre of prime farmland is converted as part of the Proposed Action. Assuming a 10-

foot-wide construction buffer, about 6.9 acres of prime farmland is temporarily impacted by construction of 

the Proposed Action. 

The Proposed Action does not result in adverse impacts to prime farmland resources. A letter dated 

February 12, 2018 from NRCS states that the Proposed Action occurs in either areas that are previously 

developed or reserved for development, or occur in existing rights-of-way, and are exempt from the 

Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA; Appendix A). 
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Acronyms and Abbreviations 

CDOT Colorado Department of Transportation 

CR County Road 

FHWA Federal Highway Administration 

I-70 Interstate 70 

MP Milepost 

NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service 

PPSL Peak Period Shoulder Lane 

SH State Highway 

U.S. United States 

USDA U.S. Department of Agriculture 

WB Westbound 

 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
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Figure 3. Prime Farmlands Near the Project Corridor 

 
Source: HDR 2017. 
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Appendix A. 

NRCS Correspondence 
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