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HB15-1323 affects several different education issues, including state assessments, educator effectiveness and 
assessment pilots. This summary provides details on the changes to school and district accountability. Please note that 
HB15-1323 supersedes HB14-1182, which specified guidelines for assigning accreditation ratings during the assessment 
transition. The information below should be considered the most current and accurate. 

School District Accreditation Ratings 

CDE will not assign accreditation ratings for school districts and the Charter 
School Institute in the 2015-16 school year. 
Each year, CDE reviews the performance of school districts and the Institute and 
determines the appropriate accreditation category. HB15-1323 provides an 
exception and directs CDE not to assign any accreditation ratings for school 
districts and the Institute in fall 2015. The legislation states that for 2015-16, 
school districts and the Institute will continue to implement the plan type that 
they were assigned in fall 2014. As a result, there will not be a request to 
reconsider process for district accreditation ratings in the fall of 2015. CDE will 
assign accreditation ratings again in the 2016-17 school year and each year 
thereafter, and the request to reconsider process will resume in 2016-17. 
 

Example: If a district was Accredited with Improvement Plan in fall 2014, the 
district will implement an Improvement Plan during the 2015-16 school year. 

School Plan Types 

CDE will not recommend to the State Board of Education school plan types in 
the 2015-16 school year. 
CDE annually reviews the performance of public schools and recommends to the 
State Board of Education which plan type (performance, improvement, priority 
improvement or turnaround) each school should implement. As required by 
HB15-1323, CDE will not recommend any school plan types in fall 2015. This 
guidance applies to Alternative Education Campuses (AECs) as well, which will not 
receive school plan types in fall 2015 and are not required to submit the Selection 
of Measures form in July 2015.  

For the 2015-16 school year, all schools will continue to implement the plan type 
that they were assigned in fall 2014. This means there will not be a request to 
reconsider process for school plan types in the fall of 2015. CDE will recommend 
plan types to the State Board of Education in the 2016-17 school year and each 
year thereafter. The request to reconsider process will resume in 2016-17. 
 

Example: If a school was assigned a Performance Plan in fall 2014, the school will 
implement a Performance Plan in the 2015-16 school year. 

State Accountability Clock 

The 2015-16 school year will not count toward the calculation of consecutive 
years on the state accountability clock. 
The Education Accountability Act of 2009 states that a district or the Institute may not remain Accredited with Priority 
Improvement Plan or Accredited with Turnaround Plan for longer than five consecutive years before the State Board 
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removes the district’s or Institute’s accreditation. The calculation of the five consecutive years begins July 1 of the 
summer immediately following the fall in which the district/Institute is notified that it is Accredited with Priority 
Improvement Plan or Accredited with Turnaround Plan. The Education Accountability Act of 2009 outlines similar 
consequences for schools. Schools may not implement a Priority Improvement or Turnaround Plan for longer than five 
consecutive years before the district or Institute is required to restructure or close the school. 
 

HB15-1323 excludes the 2015-16 school year, during which accreditation ratings and school plan types will not be 
assigned, from the calculation of five consecutive school years for both school districts and individual schools. This one 
year pause means that the 2016-17 school year will resume where the 2014-15 school year left off. It should be noted, 
however, that CDE may recommend to the Commissioner and the State Board that a school district’s accreditation be 
removed if the school district is accredited with Turnaround Plan and has failed to make substantial progress, regardless 
of the number of years on the accountability clock. Similarly, if a public school fails to make adequate progress under its 
Turnaround Plan, the Commissioner at any time may assign the State Review Panel to evaluate the school’s performance 
and recommend pathways for restructuring or closing the school.  
 

Example: The following table displays the progression of the accountability clock if districts were to remain in Priority 
Improvement or Turnaround status. 

Accountability Clock Sequence for School Districts 
If, on July 1, 2015, a 
district is entering: 

Then on July 1, 2016, 
district will remain in: 

On July 1, 2017, 
district may enter: 

On July 1, 2018, 
district may enter: 

On July 1, 2019, 
district may enter: 

Year 2 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 
Year 3 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Loss of accreditation 
Year 4 Year 4 Year 5 Loss of accreditation - 
Year 5 Year 5 Loss of accreditation - - 

 

Unified Improvement Planning 

Schools and districts will continue with the Unified Improvement Planning process during the 2015-16 school year. 
While the accountability clock pauses during the 2015-16 school year, the Unified Improvement Plan (UIP) timelines and 
requirements remain in place. Some modifications will need to be made in the planning process because of the state 
assessment transition. More guidance and training will be made available over summer 2015. 
 

Schools and districts with a 2014 Priority Improvement or Turnaround plan type must still meet the January 15, 2016 
deadline for CDE review. The April 15, 2016 deadline will still stand for all schools and districts for public posting. Please 
note that the biennial submission for schools and districts in rural areas that have a Performance plan type or higher will 
be available during the transition. 

Reporting 

CDE will report to the Joint Education Committees in 2015 on the progress of using the new assessment data to 
calculate the performance of each school district, school, and the Institute.  

Based on this report, CDE will recommend whether or not the provisions of HB15-1323 should be extended to apply to 
future school years. 

Where can I learn more? 
• District Accountability Handbook & Priority Improvement and Turnaround Supplement: 

www.cde.state.co.us/accountability/performanceturnaround (will be updated by September 2015) 
• Accountability, Performance and Support Website: www.cde.state.co.us/accountability 
• Unified Improvement Planning: www.cde.state.co.us/uip  
• To view all CDE fact sheets, visit: www.cde.state.co.us/Communications/factsheetsandfaqs  

http://www.cde.state.co.us/accountability/performanceturnaround
http://www.cde.state.co.us/accountability
http://www.cde.state.co.us/uip
http://www.cde.state.co.us/Communications/factsheetsandfaqs
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