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Regulations
BASIS AND PURPOSE - The purpose of these regulations is to 
provide maximum recreational opportunity on the state’s 
natural, scenic and recreation areas while also protecting, 
preserving and managing these areas for the benefit and 
enjoyment of the citizens and visitors of this state.
VIOLATION - PENALTY - Any person who violates any provisions 
of these regulations shall be subject to the penalties set forth in 
Title 33, Colorado Revised Statutes, as amended.
EFFECTIVE DATE - These regulations shall become effective after 
publication, as provided by law, and shall remain in full force 
and effect until amended, repealed, or superseded by the 
Board of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.
CHAPTER 1 - PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION LANDS
ARTICLE I -  GENERAL PROVISIONS RELATING TO 

PARKS AND OUTDOOR RECREATION LANDS 
AND WATERS

#100
a. “Parks and Outdoor Recreation Lands” shall mean, 

wherever used throughout these regulations, all lands 
and waters under the administration and jurisdiction 
of the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.

b. It shall be prohibited�

1. To enter, use or occupy Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation Lands when same are posted against such 
entry, use or occupancy. (Access to Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation lands and waters is generally 
allowed between 5:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. daily. 
Restricted access generally will be allowed during 
other hours for camping and fishing.)

2. To remove, destroy, mutilate, modify or deface any 
structure, water-control device, poster, notice, sign 
or marker, tree, shrub or other plant or vegetation, 
including dead timber and forest litter, or any object 
of archaeological, geological, historical, zoological 
or natural/environmental value or interest on Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation Lands. (This regulation 
does not include removal of firewood from 
designated firewood areas, noxious weeds as defined 
by statute, or recreational gold mining within the 
Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area, except where 
prohibited as indicated by posted signs.)

3. To remove, destroy or harass any wildlife or livestock 
on Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation Lands. 
(Hunting will be allowed in areas designated by the 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation during 
hunting seasons as established by the Division 
of Wildlife.)

CAMPING
4. To camp or to park a motor vehicle, trailer or 

camper on Parks and Outdoor Recreation Lands 
with the intention (or for the purpose) of camping 
other than on areas designated for camping; or to 
leave a set-up camp, motor vehicle, trailer or camper 
unattended for more than twenty-four (24) hours, 
unless otherwise posted.

 (a)  No person may camp or park a motor vehicle, 
trailer or camper on a state park for more than 
fourteen (14) days in any forty-five (45) day 
period, except that extensions totaling no more 
than a maximum of fourteen (14) additional days 
may be permitted.

LITTERING
5. To leave fish or fish entrails or debris in or on the 

ice-covered lakes, reservoirs or streams located within 
Parks and Outdoor Recreation Lands.

6. To leave any residentially or commercially generated 
garbage or trash or any other litter generated outside 
a park or recreation area anywhere within a park or 
recreation area.

FIRES
7.  To build or tend fires within Parks and Outdoor 

Recreation Lands, except in fully enclosed vehicles; 
or in designated sites in Division-furnished grills or 
fireplaces; or in hibachis, charcoal grills, stoves and 
other metal containers, unless otherwise prohibited 
by these regulations.

8. To allow a fire to burn in a careless manner; to 
leave any fire unattended; or to fail to completely 
extinguish any fire on Division of Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation Lands.

9. To discharge or use fireworks of any kind or nature 
within Parks and Outdoor Recreation Lands (except 
special displays approved by the Director, subject to 
provisions of local political subdivision regulations).

COMMERCIAL USE
10. To use Parks and Outdoor Recreation Lands for a 

commercial purpose, except:
(a) Special resource use which shall be authorized 

by the Board on a case-by-case basis at a public 
meeting of the Board (i.e., mining, timber 
cutting, grazing, haying and other similar uses.)

(b) Uses authorized pursuant to concession contracts 
issued in accordance with state procurement and 
fiscal rules; or

(c) Pursuant to a cooperative agreement with the 
Division in connection with a special activity as 
provided for in regulation #101. 

   Commercial use which conflicts with area 
management plans will not be approved.
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BOAT DOCKS
11. To fish from boat ramps or boat docks located within 

Parks and Outdoor Recreation Lands or to otherwise 
use such ramps or docks in a manner contrary to the 
intended use.

GLASSWARE
12. For any person to carry or possess any glassware 

within the confines of a public swimming area, 
bathing area or designated water-skiing beach.

NIGHT ACTIVITY
13. To occupy a parking site with a motorized vehicle 

between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m., unless 
such person and all other occupants arriving in such 
vehicle are actively engaged in fishing or boating.

SWIM BEACH
14. Unless otherwise posted, for any person:

(a) To swim or bathe in any waters under the control 
of the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, 
except in areas designated for such use.

(b) To build or tend any kind of fire on any 
swim beach.

(c) To fish from any swim beach.
(d) To allow any child under the age of 12 years 

to be on a swim beach unless accompanied by 
an adult.

(e) Definitions as used in this regulation, unless the 
context requires otherwise:
(1) “Swim Beach” - For the purpose of this 

regulation, “swim beach” means a portion 
of a natural or impounded body of water 
designated for swimming, recreational 
bathing or wading.

(2) “Class A - Developed Swim Beach” means 
those swim beaches with a buoyed-off swim 
area, restrooms/showers and may include 
beach attendants, first-aid station and food 
concession. A “Class A” swim beach is an 
area without known underwater hazards and 
abrupt drop-offs. Depths over six feet shall 
be marked.

(3) “Class B - Undeveloped Swim Beach” means 
those swim beaches with a buoyed-off swim 
area. A “Class B” swim beach is an area 
without known underwater hazards and 
abrupt drop-offs.

AIRCRAFT
15. To land or take off with any type of aircraft on any lands 

and waters under the control of the Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation, except on designated take-
off or landing sites or in case of emergency. “Aircraft” 
means a device that is used or intended to be used for 
manned flight in the air, including powerless flight.

ANIMALS/PETS
16. To allow any dog or other pet on Parks and Outdoor 

Recreation Lands, unless the same shall be under 
control and on a leash not exceeding six (6) feet in 
length. This requirement for dogs or other pets to be 
on a six foot leash shall not apply when the animal 
is confined in a vehicle or vessel. Further, it shall be 
unlawful to allow a dog or other pet within any area 
used as a bathing or water-ski beach. Any person 
having a dog or other pet creating a nuisance or 
disturbance or who fails to properly control a dog or 
other pet may be evicted from the park or recreation 
area. This provision shall not apply to dogs while 
being used in hunting, field trials or while being 
trained on lands open to such use.

17. To bring horses, mules, donkeys or burros into or 
allow same on Parks and Outdoor Recreation Lands, 
except on areas or trails designated for such use.

18. To turn livestock onto or allow grazing on Parks and 
Outdoor Recreation Lands without permission from 
the Board.

19. To fill any tank larger than 25 gallons, from any park 
water source, unless it is a permanently installed part 
of a recreational vehicle or vessel water supply system.

c. The following water and land-use restrictions are in 
consideration of the Division’s leases with the Denver 
Water Department and the City of Aurora and shall 
apply to Eleven Mile State Recreation Area and Spinney 
Mountain State Recreation Area, located in Park County:
1. It shall be unlawful, except by law enforcement 

officers on official duty, to operate or park 
snowmobiles on land or on the frozen water surface 
of the reservoir, unless otherwise posted at the 
park entrances. (Eleven Mile S.R.A. and Spinney 
Mountain S.R.A.)

2. It shall be unlawful to operate or occupy boats on 
the surface of the reservoir from one-half hour after 
sunset until one-half hour before sunrise. (Eleven 
Mile S.R.A. and Spinney Mountain S.R.A.)

3. It shall be unlawful to enter upon, use or occupy 
the islands on the reservoir. (Eleven Mile S.R.A. and 
Spinney Mountain S.R.A.)

4. It shall be unlawful to enter, use or occupy the lands or 
waters of Eleven Mile State Recreation Area lying to the 
east of the restrictive buoy line. (Eleven Mile S.R.A.)

5. It shall be unlawful to enter, use or occupy the lands 
or waters of Spinney Mountain State Recreation 
Area between November 16 and April 30, unless the 
reservoir is ice-free and the area is otherwise posted 
as open for public use. (Spinney Mountain S.R.A.)

6. It shall be unlawful to enter, use or occupy the lands 
or waters of Spinney Mountain State Recreation 
Area between the hours of one hour after sunset and 
one-half hour before sunrise, or as otherwise posted. 
(Spinney Mountain S.R.A.).
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d. In addition to the general land and water regulations, the 
following restrictions shall also apply:
1. Barr Lake State Park

(a) No dogs or other pets shall be permitted in the 
wildlife refuge area.

(b) Visitors shall be required to remain on 
designated trails and boardwalks in the wildlife 
refuge area.

(c) No fishing or boating shall be permitted in the 
wildlife refuge area.

(d) Visitors shall be required to remain on the 
designated trails on Barr Lake Dam.

(e) No horses shall be permitted on the Barr Lake Dam.
2. Highline Canal State Trail

(a) No swimming, tubing or rafting shall 
be permitted.

(b) No fires shall be permitted. 
3. Roxborough State Park

(a) No dogs or other pets shall be permitted. 
(b) No fires shall be permitted.
(c) It shall be unlawful to climb, traverse or rappel 

on or from rock formations.
4. Chatfield State Recreation Area 

(a) A valid permit is required to launch or land any 
hot-air balloon.

5. Harvey Gap State Recreation Area
(a) No dogs or other pets shall be permitted except 

when used for hunting during the period 
beginning the Tuesday after Labor Day and 
continuing through the Friday prior to Memorial 
Day.

6. Bonny State Recreation Area
(a) No public access, hunting, fishing or boating 

shall be permitted in the North Cove Waterfowl 
Refuge Area from the first day in November 
through the last day in January.

7. Mueller State Park and Wildlife Area
(a) No dogs or other pets shall be permitted outside 

of the developed facilities area.
(b) It shall be unlawful, except by law enforcement 

officers on official duty, to operate snowmobiles.
(c) The park manager may designate all or a portion 

of a park area where: food, trash and equipment 
used to cook or store food must be kept sealed 
in a hard-sided vehicle, in a camping unit that 
is constructed of solid, non-pliable material, or 
in a food storage box provided by the park for 
those persons entering the park in something 
other than a hard-sided vehicle or an appropriate 
camping unit. This restriction does not apply 
to food that is being transported, consumed or 

prepared for consumption. A hard-sided vehicle is 
defined as: the trunk of an automobile, the cab of 
a pickup truck, the interior of a motor home, fifth 
wheel, camping trailer or pickup camper. A hard-
sided vehicle does not include any type of tent, 
pop-up campers or pickup campers with nylon, 
canvas or other pliable material, car top carriers 
or camper shells on the back of pickup trucks.

8. Colorado River State Park - Colorado River Wildlife Area
(a) In accordance with applicable management 

plans, no dogs or other pets shall be permitted, 
except on designated trails.

(b) No fires shall be permitted.
(c) No swimming shall be permitted.
(d) In accordance with applicable management plans, 

public access is restricted to designated roads and 
trails from March 15 to May 30 of each year.

9. Ridgway State Park
(a) No boats, rafts, or other floating devices shall be 

permitted on any waters within the Pa-Co-Chu-
Puk Recreation Site, below Ridgway dam.

10. Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area
(a)  Except in established campgrounds where toilet 

facilities are provided, all overnight campers 
must provide and use a portable toilet device 
capable of carrying human waste out of Arkansas 
Headwaters Recreation Area. Contents of the 
portable toilet must be emptied in compliance 
with law and may not be deposited within the 
Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area, unless at 
a facility specifically designated by the Arkansas 
Headwaters Recreation Area.

(b)  Building or tending fires is allowed pursuant 
to regulation #100b.7., except at the Arkansas 
Headwaters Recreation Area fire containers must 
have at least a two inch rigid side. Fire containers 
must be elevated up off the ground.

11. John Martin Reservoir State Recreation Area
(a)  No public access shall be permitted on the 

north shore area of John Martin Reservoir State 
Recreation Area from the first day of November 
through March 15 of every year or as posted 
except to retrieve downed waterfowl.

12.  Cheyenne Mountain State Park
(a)   No dogs or other pets shall be permitted outside 

of the developed facilities area.
(b)  Smoking shall be limited to developed areas only 

and shall not be permitted in the backcountry or 
on the trail system.

(c) The park manager may designate all or a portion 
of a park area where: food, trash and equipment 
used to cook or store food must be kept sealed 
in a hard-sided vehicle, in a camping unit that is 
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constructed of solid, non-pliable material, or in a 
food storage box provided by the park for those 
persons entering the park in something other 
than a hard-sided vehicle or appropriate camping 
unit. This restriction does not apply to food that 
is being transported, consumed, or prepared. 
A hard-sided vehicle is defined as: the trunk of 
an automobile, the cab of a pickup truck, the 
interior of a motor home, fifth wheel, camping 
trailer or pickup camper. A hard-sided vehicle 
does not include any type of tent, pop-up campers 
or pickup campers with nylon, canvas, or other 
pliable materials, car top carriers or camper shells 
on the back of pickup trucks.

(d) Hunting shall be prohibited.
(e) It shall be unlawful to climb, traverse or rappel on 

or from rock formations. 
QUIET HOURS

e. Quiet hours will be enforced from 10:00 p.m. until 6:00 a.m.; 
and all generators, loud radios or other loud noises that may 
disturb the peace are prohibited during these hours.

ABANDONED PROPERTY
f. It shall be unlawful to leave any personal property 

unattended on land or water under the control of the 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation for more than 
twenty-four (24) hours.
1. If such property is left unattended for more than twenty-

four (24) hours, it will be considered abandoned.
2. Removal and storage will be at the expense of the owner.
3. All abandoned personal property, other than motor 

vehicles, which is not claimed within six months shall 
be sold for cash to the highest bidder at a public 
auction, notice of which (including time, place, and a 
brief description of such property) shall be published 
at least once in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the county wherein said public auction is to be 
held at least ten days prior to such auction. All funds 
generated shall be deposited in the Parks Cash Fund.

4. Abandoned motor vehicles will be handled in 
accordance with Article 4, Part 18, of Title 42, C.R.S.

MODELS
g. It shall be unlawful to operate radio-controlled and/or 

fuel-propelled models, except in designated areas.

CLIMBING HARDWARE
h. It shall be unlawful to place fixed or permanent rock 

climbing hardware, unless the climber first obtains a 
special-activities permit from the park manager. Removal 
of previously placed fixed or permanent climbing 
hardware is prohibited.

#101 - SPECIAL ACTIVITIES REQUIRING PERMITS
a. “Special activities” means those events which have the 

potential for a significant adverse impact on park values 

or the health, safety or welfare of park visitors or which 
may otherwise require special planning/scheduling 
for proper management. Special activities shall require 
prior approval in the form of a special-activities permit. 
The application process for a special-activities permit is 
described in regulation #703.

#102 -  AUTHORITY TO CLOSE PARKS LANDS AND WATERS

CLOSURES
a. Any Parks and Outdoor Recreation officer shall have 

the authority to close any waters on Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation Lands to any or all users or to limit the 
number of boats on any such body of water when he 
deems it necessary for the safety, protection and welfare 
of the public. Further, it shall be unlawful for any person 
to violate such closure.

CAPACITY
b. The Director may establish for each area under the 

control of the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation, 
according to facilities, design and/or staffing levels, the 
number of individuals and/or vehicles or boats allowed 
in any area or structure at any given time or period. No 
person shall enter into any area or facility or bring in, 
or cause to be brought in, any vehicle or boat and/or 
persons which exceed the capacity established by the 
Director or when the individual is informed either by 
signs or by Park staff that such capacity has been met.

ARTICLE II -   WATER RESTRICTIONS: USE OF BOATS AND 
OTHER FLOATING DEVICES AND OTHER USES 
ON DIVISION-CONTROLLED WATERS

#103 
a. No boats, rafts or other floating devices of any kind shall 

be permitted on lakes within:
1. Golden Gate Canyon State Park, except as part of an 

organized class in canoeing sponsored by the Division 
of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.

2. The State Forest, except that wakeless boating shall 
be allowed on North Michigan Reservoir.

3. Mueller State Park and Wildlife Area.
4. Colorado River State Park - Corn Lake.
5. Colorado River State Park - Colorado River Wildlife Area. 

b. No motorboats shall be permitted on the Arkansas River 
from the confluence of the East Fork/Lake Fork of the 
Arkansas to the west end of Pueblo Reservoir.

c. Only hand-propelled craft, sailboats and boats with 
electric motors shall be permitted on the following lakes 
and reservoirs:
1. Colorado River State Park - Island Acres Lake 

Numbers 1, 3, and 4.
2. Mack Mesa Reservoir.
3. St. Vrain State Recreation Area.
4. Sylvan Lake State Recreation Area.
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5. Colorado River State Park - Connected Lakes and 
Duke Lake.

6. Colorado River State Park - Fruita Section, Lake 
Number 1.

7. Lake Hasty at John Martin Reservoir State 
Recreation Area.

d. Only hand-propelled craft, sailboats and boats with 
electric trolling motors or gasoline motors of 10 
horsepower or less shall be permitted on Barr Lake.

e. Only hand-propelled craft, sailboats, boats with electric 
trolling motors and boats with gasoline motors operated 
at a wakeless speed shall be permitted on the following 
lakes and reservoirs:
1. North Michigan Reservoir
2. Mancos Reservoir
3. Pearl Lake

f. Only hand-propelled craft, sailboats and boats with 
electric trolling motors or gasoline motors of 20 
horsepower or less shall be permitted on the following 
lakes and reservoirs:
1. Harvey Gap Reservoir

g. No unauthorized boats, rafts, or other floating devices 
of any kind shall be permitted on any waters:
1. Within the Pa-Co-Chu-Puk Recreation Site at Ridgway 

State Park.
2. On the waters below John Martin Dam to the 

Arkansas River bridge at John Martin Reservoir 
State Recreation Area.

h. All Division-controlled waters are open to 
boating during migratory waterfowl seasons, 
except as follows:
1. Boating closures during migratory waterfowl season 

- Specific exceptions:
 Boats shall be prohibited on the following lakes, 

reservoirs and ponds from the first Monday in 
November through the last day of migratory 
waterfowl seasons, except as posted and except 
that hand-propelled craft may be used to set out 
and pick up decoys and retrieve downed waterfowl 
on the areas of such lakes open to hunting of 
migratory waterfowl:
(a) Horseshoe Reservoir within Lathrop State Park
(b) Jackson Reservoir
(c) North Sterling Reservoir

2. Boats shall be prohibited on Highline Lake from the 
first day in October through the last day in February, 
except that hand-propelled craft may be used to 
set out and pick up decoys and retrieve downed 
waterfowl in the area open to hunting.

3. No public access shall be permitted at John 
Martin Reservoir State Recreation Area east of the 
waterfowl closure line to the dam from the first day 

of November through March 15 of every year or as 
posted except to retrieve downed waterfowl.

VESSELS
i. It shall be unlawful:

UNATTENDED
1. To anchor or beach boats and leave them 

unattended overnight within Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation Lands in areas other than those 
designated or posted.

LAUNCHING
2. To launch or load within Parks and Outdoor 

Recreation Lands any boat from a trailer, car, truck 
or other conveyance, except at an established launch 
area if the same is provided.

WATER-SKIING RESTRICTIONS
j. Water-skiing shall not be permitted on the following 

lakes or reservoirs:
1. Eleven Mile Reservoir
2. Spinney Mountain Reservoir
3. Pearl Lake
4. Horseshoe Lake within Lathrop State Park
5. Harvey Gap Reservoir
6. Mancos Reservoir
7. Sylvan Lake
8. North Michigan Reservoir

TAKE-OFF/DROP-OFF
k. No person, while operating any vessel, shall park, moor, 

anchor, stop or operate said vessel so as to be considered 
a hazard in any area marked as a water-ski take-off or 
drop zone.

l. Use of air-inflated floating devices:
1. It shall be unlawful to use any air-inflated floating 

device on waters located on Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation Lands, except as follows:
(a) Innertubes, air mattresses and similar devices 

may be used in designated swimming areas only, 
except as follows:
(1)  Innertubes, air mattresses and similar devices 

are permitted, below the dam on that part of 
the Arkansas River within the boundaries of 
Pueblo State Recreation Area. All occupants 
of these devices must wear a U.S. Coast 
Guard approved Type I, II, or III personal 
flotation device.

(2) Inflatable fishing waders may be used as an 
aid to fishing.

(3) Innertubes, air mattresses, and similar 
devices are permitted on the Arkansas River 
from the confluence of the East Fork/Lake 
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Fork of the Arkansas within the boundaries 
of the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area. 
All occupants of these devices must wear a 
U.S. Coast Guard approved type I, III, or V 
personal flotation device.

(b) All other air-inflated devices capable of being used 
as a means of transportation on the water shall 
be of separate multi-compartment construction 
so as to prohibit air from escaping from one 
compartment to another. Such devices with a 
motor attached shall have a rigid motor mount.

m. Living aboard vessels:
1. It shall be unlawful to live aboard any vessel on lands 

or waters under the control of the Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation. For the purpose of this 
regulation, a “live aboard” is defined as any vessel 
located within State Parks boundaries used for 
overnight accommodations between the hours of 
10:00 p.m. and 5:00 a.m. for more than fourteen (14) 
days within a forty-five-day (45) period. Upon written 
request from any marina concessionaire, the Director 
of the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
may allow one, or more, “live aboard/s” occupied by 
the marina’s managerial or supervisory staff, if the 
Director determines it would be advantageous for the 
safety and security of the marina’s operations.

ARTICLE IV -  RESTRICTIONS RELATING TO HUNTING, 
TRAPPING AND THE DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS 
AND OTHER WEAPONS ON PARKS AND 
OUTDOOR RECREATION LANDS

#106 

a. It shall be unlawful:

WEAPONS, FIREARMS AND FIREWORKS
1. To possess, carry, or discharge explosives, firearms 

and/or other weapons on parks and outdoor 
recreation lands or waters in any manner that 
violates Title 18, C.R.S., or any other applicable 
law. The lawful carry of concealed handguns by 
persons in possession of a valid concealed handgun 
permit, together with valid photo identification, is 
permitted. The possession or discharge of fireworks 
is prohibited. The lawful possession and/or 
discharge of firearms on designated shooting ranges 
is permitted. Other exceptions pertaining to the 
possession and/or discharge of firearms on parks and 
outdoor recreation lands or waters are as follows:

HUNTING/DOG TRAINING
(a) Shotguns loaded with birdshot or pistols 

loaded with blank charges may be used during 
authorized regattas and field trials or during the 
training of dogs on designated dog-training areas, 
except as follows:
(1) Only pistols or other mechanisms incapable 

of discharging live ammunition may be used 

at the dog training areas at Chatfield State 
Park and at Cherry Creek State Park.

(2) The use of live birds during the training of 
dogs is prohibited unless approved by the 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
through the Special-Activities Permit.

BOW FISHING
(b) Bows and arrows may be used on designated 

archery ranges or as a method of fishing in 
accordance with regulations issued by the 
Division of Wildlife.

(c) The following designated methods of hunting 
may be used in the following areas during 
hunting seasons that are authorized by the 
Wildlife Commission:

HUNT AREAS
(1) During the period beginning the Tuesday 

after Labor Day and continuing through the 
Friday prior to Memorial Day, only bows and 
arrows, including crossbow and hand-held 
bow, unless otherwise restricted, and shotguns 
loaded with birdshot may be used for hunting 
during hunting seasons, and only in areas not 
posted as prohibiting such use, on:
(i)  Boyd Lake State Recreation Area
(ii) Jackson State Recreation Area
(iii)  Lathrop State Park west from a north-

south line corresponding with the 
existing barbed-wire fence between 
Horseshoe Lake and Martin Lake 

(iv) Pueblo State Recreation Area 
(v)    Stagecoach Reservoir State Recreation 

Area, western half of the reservoir 
(vi) Sweitzer State Recreation Area 
(vii)  Highline Lake State 

Recreation Area
(viii) Trinidad State Recreation Area 

  (ix) Harvey Gap State Recreation Area
  (x)    Eldorado Canyon State Park, western 

portion known as Crescent Meadows 
from the Tuesday after Labor Day 
through March 31, using a hand-held 
bow and shotguns loaded with birdshot

  (xi)  North Sterling Reservoir State Park
  (xii) Vega State Recreation Area.

(2) Only shotguns loaded with birdshot may 
be used for waterfowl hunting during the 
regular waterfowl hunting seasons, in the 
areas and at the times posted, at Barr Lake 
State Park.
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(i)  All hunters must register prior to 
beginning hunting and check out 
at the conclusion of hunting, at the 
hunter registration area.

(3) During deer and elk seasons, any lawful 
method of hunting may be used for hunting 
such big game; and, during the period stated 
in section #106-a.1.(c)(1), above any lawful 
method of hunting may be used during 
hunting seasons for small game, in areas not 
posted as prohibiting such use or uses, on:
(i)  Only in that portion of Golden 

Gate Canyon State Park located in 
Jefferson County

(ii)  Lory State Park; except that 
hunting is not permitted on Saturdays 
and Sundays 

(iii)  Steamboat Lake State Park (including 
Pearl Lake)

(iv)  Ridgway State Park, all lands open to 
the public access east of Highway 550.

(v) Bonny State Recreation Area.
(4) During deer and elk seasons that are in the 

period described in 106-a.1.(c)(1), any lawful 
method of hunting deer and elk may be used 
in areas not posted as prohibiting such use 
in that portion of Golden Gate Canyon State 
Park located in Gilpin County. Only hunters 
selected through a special drawing prior 
to the beginning of big game seasons are 
permitted to hunt.

(5) During any hunting season all year, lawful 
methods of hunting may be used in areas not 
prohibiting such use on:
(i) Crawford State Recreation Area
(ii) Eleven Mile State Recreation Area
(iii) Navajo State Recreation Area 
(iv) Paonia State Recreation Area 
(v) Rifle Gap State Recreation Area
(vi) State Forest
(vii)  Spinney Mountain State Recreation Area
(viii) Sylvan Lake State Recreation Area
(ix)  Arkansas Headwaters Recreation Area
(x) Mueller State Park.

(6) During the period described in 106-
a.1.(c)(1)(x), only primitive weapons (hand-
held bow and muzzleloading rifles) may be 
used to hunt big game animals, as defined 
by the Division of Wildlife, in the western 
portion of Eldorado Canyon State Park 
known as Crescent Meadows.

(7) During the period beginning the Tuesday 
after Labor Day and continuing through 
the Friday prior to Memorial Day, any 
lawful method of controlled hunting may 
be used, during hunting seasons, in areas 
not prohibiting such use on Mueller State 
Park. Hunters may access the posted hunting 
area only from Trail 5 at the Visitor Center, 
Trail 11 at the Livery parking lot or Lost 
Pond Picnic Area and Trail 13 at the group 
campground. All weapons must be unloaded 
when the hunter is outside the posted 
hunting area boundary.

(8) During any authorized hunting season from 
October 1 to April 30 of each year, and any 
approved special season, any lawful method of 
hunting may be used in the following areas:
(i)  All lands at Ridgway State Park open to 

public access west of Ridgway Reservoir, 
except that the area bounded by Dallas 
Creek on the south and the site closure 
signs on the north shall be closed to 
all hunting.

(9) During any authorized waterfowl hunting 
season from October 1 to April 30 of each 
year, and any approved special season, 
waterfowl hunting shall be permitted within 
the Dallas Creek Recreation Site at Ridgway 
State Park; except that hunting shall be 
prohibited between the park road and U.S. 
Highway 550 and in other areas posted as 
prohibiting such use. 

(10)  During approved special seasons, any lawful 
method of hunting may be used in the 
following areas (or special hunting zones) as 
defined:
(i)  (Zone 1) Elk Ridge Mesa, including the 

closed Elk Ridge Campground, and
(ii)  (Zone 2) That area bounded by a 

distance of 100 yards south of park 
headquarters, on the north; Ridgway 
Reservoir on the west; 1/4 mile from 
Colorado Highway 550 on the south; and 
1/4 mile from the main park road on the 
east and,

(iii)  That area bounded by Ridgway 
reservoir’s main cove on the north; 1/4 
mile from the Elk Ridge road on the 
west; the intersection of the Elk Ridge 
and main park roads on the south; and 
1/4 mile from the main park road on 
the east at Ridgway State Park, and

(iv)  The Pa-Co-Chu-Puk Recreation site at 
Ridgway State Park.

(11)  During any authorized big game hunting 
season, any lawful method of hunting deer, 
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elk, and bear may be used in areas not 
posted as prohibiting such use in Lone Mesa 
State Park. Only hunters who possess a valid 
Lone Mesa State Park hunting permit are 
permitted to hunt.

(12)  During the spring turkey hunt at Lory State 
Park, it shall be permitted to hunt turkey 
by legal methods on Mondays and Tuesdays 
only. All other days of the week shall be 
closed to spring turkey hunting.

(13) During the period described in 106-a.1(c)(1) 
only bows and arrows and shotguns loaded 
with birdshot may be used for hunting in 
areas not prohibiting such use on North 
Sterling State Park, except as follows:
(i)  Hunting is prohibited from the dam, and
(ii)  Hunting is prohibited from the frozen 

surface of the lake.
(d)  Park Managers may post an area on a park or recreation 

area as being closed to hunting due to public safety 
considerations or sound park management practices.
2. To discharge explosives, firearms, and/or other 

weapons within 100 yards of any designated 
campground, picnic area, boat ramp, swimming or 
water-skiing beach or nature trail and study area, 
except as may be otherwise posted.

3. To discharge explosives, firearms, and/or other 
weapons from any location so that projectiles are 
caused to cross over or fall upon Parks and Outdoor 
Recreation Lands.

TRAPPING
4. To place or set traps on Parks and Outdoor 

Recreation Lands and Waters, except as authorized 
by Division of Wildlife regulations and with a valid 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation Special-
Activities Permit.

RAPTOR HUNTING
5. To hunt by the use of raptors on Parks and Outdoor 

Recreation Lands and Waters, except as authorized 
by the Division of Wildlife regulations and with a 
valid Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Special-Activities Permit.

CHAPTER 7 - PASSES, PERMITS AND REGISTRATIONS

ARTICLE I -   GENERAL PROVISIONS AND FEES RELATING TO 
PASSES, PERMITS AND REGISTRATIONS

VEHICLE PASSES
#700 - VEHICLE PASS

1.   Except as otherwise provided in these regulations or 
by Colorado Revised Statutes, no motor vehicle shall 
be brought onto any Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
lands unless a valid pass issued by the Division is 
properly attached to the extreme lower right-hand 

corner of the vehicle’s windshield in a position so 
that the pass may be observed and identified. For 
an annual vehicle pass, including an aspen leaf 
annual pass to be properly attached to a windshield 
it must be permanently affixed. Any vehicle without 
a windshield shall be treated as a special case, but 
evidence of a pass shall be required.

2. No vehicle pass shall be required for:
 a.  Any snowmobile as defined in section 

33-14-101, C.R.S.;
 b.  Any off-highway vehicle as defined in section 

33-14.5-101(3), C.R.S.;
 c.  Any government-owned vehicle, emergency vehicle, 

or law enforcement vehicle on official business;
 d.  Any commercial delivery vehicle delivering goods 

to the park or a park concessionaire when the 
goods are directly related to the operation of the 
park or concession;

 e.  Any resident’s vehicle displaying a Colorado 
disabled veteran’s license plate pursuant to section 
42-3-134(3)(a), C.R.S., and as provided for in 
section 33-12-106(1), C.R.S;

 f.  Any vehicle bringing a qualified holder of a 
transferable Columbine or a Centennial annual 
pass into a park;

 g.  Any vehicle that is not required to have a 
vehicle pass pursuant to the special activity 
regulation #703;

 h.  Any vehicle entering a park on Colorado day; or
 i.  Any vehicle that is exclusively towed.

3. The types of annual vehicle passes available from the 
Division are as follows:

 a.  An Aspen Leaf annual pass as provided for in 
section 33-12-103, C.R.S.; and

 b.  An annual vehicle pass, which is available for any 
vehicle except passenger vans and buses operated 
by a commercial business.

(1)  Commercial passenger vans and buses are 
eligible to purchase daily, but not annual, 
vehicle passes.

(2)  School buses on official school outings, 
passenger vans and buses operated by a 
nonprofit corporation or organization as 
defined in 13-21-115.5 (3), C.R.S., and 
passenger vans and buses operated by any 
government agency are eligible for either daily 
or annual vehicle passes.

4.  Daily vehicle pass fees are as follows:
 a.  A fee of $5.00 per vehicle for any 

vehicle except:
(1)  Passenger vans and buses operated by a 

commercial business;
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(2)  A fee of $3.00 per vehicle at Harvey Gap, 
Sweitzer, Paonia, Mancos, and San Luis Lakes 
State Recreation Areas;

(3)  A $1.00 per vehicle capacity fee will be added 
to the cost of daily vehicle passes from May 1 
through Labor Day at Cherry Creek, Chatfield, 
and Boyd Lake State Recreation Areas and 
Eldorado Canyon State Park.

 b.  School buses on official school outings, 
passenger vans and buses operated by a nonprofit 
corporation or organization as defined in 13-21-
115.5 (3), C.R.S., and passenger vans and buses 
operated by any government agency are eligible to 
purchase a daily vehicle pass.

 c.  For passenger vans and buses operated by a 
commercial business, the daily vehicle pass fee 
will be based upon the number of passengers on-
board. The fee shall be $10.00 for up to fifteen 
passengers on-board, $40.00 for sixteen to thirty 
passengers on-board, and $50.00 for more than 
thirty passengers on-board.

5.  An annual vehicle pass shall be issued and, by 
appropriate language, authorize entrance by motor 
vehicle to all state recreation areas and state parks 
during the period beginning on the fifteenth day of 
November of the year preceding the year printed 
on the face of the pass through the thirty-first day of 
December of the year printed on the face of the pass. 
Such authorization shall apply to the user and all 
passengers in the motor vehicle to which the pass is 
affixed. One pass shall cover all state recreation areas 
and state parks.

6. Additional annual vehicle passes may be issued to an 
owner or to the owner’s immediate family members. 
Owners of school buses, passenger vans and buses 
owned by a nonprofit corporation or organization 
as defined in 13-21-115.5 (3), C.R.S., and passenger 
vans and buses owned by any government agency are 
limited to purchasing no more than two additional 
multiple annual vehicle passes at a reduced fee per 
each annual vehicle pass purchased at the full fee. 
For the purpose of this regulation, “immediate family 
members” are defined as spouses and children with 
valid driver’s licenses living at the same address. 
“Owner” is defined as the person whose name 
appears on the registration of both the original 
vehicle for which an annual pass was purchased and 
the additional vehicle, or a person who can provide 
proof of ownership of the original and the additional 
vehicle at a designated Division office.

7. If the motor vehicle for which an annual vehicle pass 
or additional vehicle pass was issued is sold or traded, 
or the pass is lost or destroyed during the calendar 
year in which it is issued, the person to whom the 
pass was issued may obtain a duplicate thereof, upon 
signing an affidavit reciting where and by whom it 
was issued and the circumstances under which it was 

lost or traded. Upon payment of a fee of $5.00, a new 
pass effective for the remainder of the calendar year 
may be issued only by the Division to the original 
owner of such pass.

8. A daily park pass, valid for one day only, shall 
authorize entrance by motor vehicle to the state 
recreation areas and state parks by the user and all 
passengers in the motor vehicle to which the pass 
is affixed during the day used and until 12:00 p.m. 
noon the following day.

INDIVIDUAL PASSES
#701 - INDIVIDUAL PASSES

1. Individuals entering state recreation areas and state 
parks by means other than a motor vehicle, such as 
on foot, bicycle, horseback, etc., may enter without 
purchasing a parks pass, except as otherwise required 
by these regulations. No individual pass shall be 
required under the circumstances identified in 
regulation #700-2.a. through #700-2.e. and #700-2.g. 
through #700-2.i.

2. A disabled resident may obtain a Columbine annual 
pass pursuant to 33-12-103.5, C.R.S. A resident who 
qualifies for a Centennial annual pass may obtain 
such pass as provided for in this regulation. The 
Columbine and the Centennial annual passes are 
transferable and are valid whenever temporarily 
affixed to any vehicle used to bring the pass holder 
into a park.

3. A Columbine or a Centennial annual pass shall 
authorize entrance by motor vehicle, when and 
where motor vehicle access is permitted, to all state 
recreation areas and state parks. Such authorization 
shall apply to the holder of the Columbine or the 
Centennial annual pass and all passengers in, and 
the driver of, the motor vehicle carrying the holder 
of such annual pass. Such annual parks pass must 
be continuously displayed in the manner described 
on the pass while the motor vehicle transporting the 
holder of the pass is operated or parked on Division 
properties. Additional fees may be required at some 
facilities such as campgrounds, group picnic areas 
and swim beaches.

4. A Columbine or a Centennial annual parks pass 
shall be issued following the Division’s receipt of a 
completed application from a qualified resident of 
the state and the payment of the necessary fee.

5.  In order to qualify for a Columbine annual pass, a 
resident must provide written proof to the Division:

 a.  That he or she has been determined to be totally 
and permanently disabled by the Social Security 
Administration; or

 b.  That he or she has been determined to be totally 
and permanently disabled by the Division of 
Workers’ Compensation; or
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 c.  That he or she has been determined by a 
physician to have a physical or mental impairment 
which prevents gainful employment and is 
reasonably certain to continue throughout the 
person’s lifetime.

6.  In order to qualify for a Centennial annual parks 
pass, a resident must show a photo identification card 
and provide written proof, in the form of a federal 
income tax return from the immediately preceding 
calendar year, that the federal total annual income of 
such individual is at or below the threshold amount, 
based on the number of dependents, for a state parks 
Centennial annual pass. 

 The federal total annual income amounts, based on 
the number of dependents, cannot be greater than:

Number of Dependents Total Annual Income
 1 $10,000
 2 $13,500
 3 $17,000
 4 $20,500
 5 $24,000
 6 $27,500
 7 $31,000
 8 $34,000
  Each additional dependent 

Add an additional $275
  If the individual’s income is at a level where he or she 

was not required to file a federal income tax return 
for the immediately preceding calendar year, such 
individual shall sign a statement under penalty of 
perjury in the second degree to such effect. No such 
affidavit shall be required to be notarized.

7.  The Columbine and the Centennial annual parks 
pass application shall be on a form provided by the 
Division. Blank applications shall be available, during 
regular business hours, at the Division’s regional 
offices, Denver office and service centers.

8.  Individuals applying to the Division for a Columbine 
or a Centennial annual parks pass must provide the 
following information:

 a.  Full name and address, including city, county, state 
and zip code; and

 b.  Phone number, unless the phone number is 
unlisted or non-published; and

 c. Date of birth and age; and
 d.  Physical description, including sex, height, weight, 

hair and eye color; and
 e.  Applicant’s signature and date of application; and
 f.  If applying for a Columbine annual parks pass, 

information concerning the nature of the 
applicant’s disability, together with supporting 
evidence of the same.

 g.  If applying for a Centennial parks pass, 
information concerning the applicant’s total 
annual income and number of dependents 
together with supporting evidence of the same.

9.  The Columbine and the Centennial annual parks 
pass application form shall contain language 
explaining that the completed and signed 
application, once submitted to the Division, will be 
treated in all respects as a sworn statement. The form 
shall also contain an oath that includes an affirmation 
attesting to the truth of that which is stated, that the 
applicant is aware that statements made are intended 
to be represented as true and correct statements, and 
that false statements are punishable by law.

10.  At the time that an application for a Columbine or 
a Centennial annual parks pass is submitted to the 
Division, the appropriate fee shall also be paid.

11.  Pending the issuance of a Columbine or a Centennial 
annual parks pass, possession on the applicant of 
a bona fide copy of the application permits the 
applicant and others in the motor vehicle carrying 
the applicant entrance by motor vehicle to all state 
parks and state recreation areas, when and where 
motor vehicle access is permitted, for a period of 
thirty days following the date of filing the application 
with the Division or until receipt of notice from the 
Division either granting or denying the application 
request, whichever period of time is shorter.

12.  Within 15 days of the Division’s receipt of a 
completed Columbine or Centennial annual parks 
pass application and the appropriate fee payment, 
the Division shall review and approve or deny 
the application.
a.  Completed applications shall be approved if the 

minimum qualifications set forth in this regulation 
are met.

b.  Conversely, if the minimum qualifications are 
not met, then the application shall be denied. 
The applicant shall be notified in writing within 
five working days upon denial of a request. Such 
written notification shall include an explanation of 
the basis for denial and a refund of any fee paid.

c.  The applicant may appeal this decision to the 
Division Director by notifying the Director in 
writing within sixty days of the Division’s mailing of 
the denial notice. A faster appeal will be necessary 
when the calendar year will end prior to the 
expiration of the sixty day appeal period.

d.  The address utilized by the Division for all mailings 
associated with the processing of a Columbine or 
Centennial annual parks pass application shall be 
the address indicated on the application.

13. If a Columbine or a Centennial annual pass is lost 
or destroyed during the period of time that it would 
otherwise have been valid, the person to whom the 
pass was issued may obtain a duplicate thereof, upon 



21 22

signing an affidavit reciting where and by whom it 
was issued and the circumstances under which it was 
lost. Upon payment of a fee of $5.00, a new pass may 
be issued only by the Division to the original owner 
of such Columbine or Centennial annual pass.

14. The receipt for the annual vehicle pass shall 
be used as an annual walk-in pass for visitors 
entering Eldorado Canyon State Park, Lory State 
Park, Colorado State Forest State Park, Arkansas 
Headwaters Recreation Area and Cheyenne Mountain 
State Park.

15. Individual daily pass fees are as follows:
 a.  A fee of $2.00 per person for any person of the age 

of ten or more years shall be charged for a daily 
pass for all visitors entering Eldorado Canyon State 
Park from the day after Labor Day through April 
30 of the following year, except those entering 
the park in a motor vehicle with a valid parks pass.

 b.  A fee of $3.00 per person for any person of the age 
of ten or more years shall be charged for a daily 
pass for all visitors entering Eldorado Canyon State 
Park from May 1 through Labor Day, except those 
entering the park in a motor vehicle with a valid 
parks pass.

 c.  A fee of $2.00 per person for any person of the 
age of sixteen or more years shall be charged for 
a daily pass for all visitors entering Colorado State 
Forest State Park and Lory State Park, except those 
entering the park in a motor vehicle with a valid 
parks pass.

 d.  A fee of $2.00 per person for any person of the 
age of sixteen or more years shall be charged for 
a daily pass for all visitors entering the developed 
and posted fee sites of Arkansas Headwaters 
Recreation Area. Daily vehicle passes as defined in 
#700-4.a. shall not be available for sale at Arkansas 
Headwaters Recreation Area, except that such 
passes purchased at another State Park shall also 
be valid at Arkansas Headwaters for the day that 
they were issued. 

 e.  A fee of $2.00 per person for any person of the 
age of sixteen or more years shall be charged 
for a daily pass for all visitors entering Cheyenne 
Mountain State Park from the day after Labor 
Day through April 30 of the following year, except 
those entering the park in a motor vehicle with a 
valid parks pass.

 f.  A fee of $3.00 per person for any person of the age 
of sixteen or more years shall be charged for a daily 
pass for all visitors entering Cheyenne Mountain 
State Park from May 1 through Labor Day, except 
those entering the park in a motor vehicle with a 
valid parks pass.

#702 - BOARD AUTHORITY
1. The Board may waive the requirement for a park 

pass, or it may close any state park or state recreation 
area, or portions thereof, whenever it finds the action 
necessary to protect and promote the health, safety 
and general welfare of the people of this state.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES
  #703 - SPECIAL ACTIVITIES REQUIRING PERMITS

1. “Special activities” means those events which have 
the potential for a significant adverse impact on park 
values or the health, safety or welfare of park visitors 
or which may otherwise require special planning/
scheduling for proper management. Special activities 
shall require prior approval in the form of a special-
activities permit. Applications thereof generally shall 
be made to the Park Manager at least ninety (90) 
days prior to the event. Such application must be 
accompanied by the appropriate application filing 
fee. This requirement for an application to be filed 
ninety days prior to an event will be waived in rare 
circumstances where arrangements can be made in a 
shorter time without putting an undue administrative 
burden on the Park Manager or when no special 
arrangements are necessary.

2. The decision of whether to approve special activity 
permits will be made by the Park Manager when it is 
determined that the special activities will not involve 
the use of a park or recreation area by a group of 
persons totaling more than the park or recreation 
area’s established carrying capacity. Otherwise, the 
Regional Manager shall make the decision of whether 
to approve the permits. The decision of whether to 
approve special activities permits will be based on the 
impact on park values and/or the health, safety and 
welfare of park visitors and other affected persons, 
and also will be based on:

 a.  The nature of the park or recreation area and the 
types of recreational opportunities/resources it is 
intended to provide the public.

 b.  The carrying capacity of the facility or facilities to 
be utilized during the special activity compared to:

(1)    The total number of park visitors (including 
participants and spectators in the special 
activity) expected to utilize such facilities; and

(2)  The total number of vehicles, vessels or persons 
expected to participate in or be attracted to 
such activities.

 c.  The extent to which the special activity will 
contribute to the variety of outdoor recreational 
opportunities available to the people of this state 
and its visitors.

 d.  The extent to which the activity places an 
administrative burden on the staff of the park area.
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3. Permits will be denied when a proposed special 
activity would have significant adverse impact on 
park values, pose significant threats to the health, 
safety or welfare of park visitors or other persons, be 
inconsistent with area management plans or intended 
facility use, or place an unreasonable administrative 
burden on park staff.

4. Whenever it is determined that any special activity 
will involve the use of a park or recreation area by 
a group of persons totaling more than the park’s 
or recreation area’s established carrying capacity, 
a thirty day written public comment period and 
a public meeting shall be required prior to the 
granting of a permit. The Park Manager shall publish 
notice of both the written comment period and the 
meeting at least once in a newspaper of general 
circulation in the county or counties wherein said 
park or recreation area is located. The meeting 
shall be conducted by the Division representative 
responsible for the permit issuance decision and 
shall be held either at the park or recreation area, 
or within a county in which the park or recreation 
area is located. Such public meeting is not intended 
to be an adjudicatory licensing hearing under the 
provisions of the Colorado Administrative Procedures 
Act, but only an opportunity for public comment.

5. An application for a permit shall be acted upon 
promptly, and the applicant shall be notified 
immediately after the taking of action on the 
application. If the application is denied, the applicant 
shall be notified in writing within five working days 
of such action. Such written notification shall include 
the basis for the denial. The applicant may submit 
a written appeal of a denial to the Division Director 
within sixty days of receipt of the denial, requesting 
a hearing pursuant to section 24-4-104(9), C.R.S. If 
the date of the proposed special activity is to occur 
within the sixty day appeal period, then the applicant 
shall submit any written appeal as soon as practicable 
so as to allow a reasonable time for the Director to 
act upon the appeal. Absent special circumstances 
justifying a later submittal and depending upon 
the nature of the proposed special activity and the 
amount of preparation required on the part of 
the Division for such activity, generally an appeal 
submitted less than twenty-five days prior to the 
proposed special activity will be deemed untimely.

6. Upon written request, the Division shall waive the 
requirement for a parks pass for those vehicles when 
all the occupants are entering parks and outdoor 
recreation areas for the purpose of administering 
permitted special activities and not for the purpose 
of their own recreation.

7. For special activities where the Division representative 
responsible for the permit issuance decision 
determines it will be a greater administrative ease for 
the Division to administer the activity, an alternative 

fee of $1.00 per person per day may be charged for 
admission of persons participating in the special 
activity in lieu of the requirement for each vehicle to 
have a valid parks pass. This permission shall apply 
only to groups of twenty or more persons.

CAMPGROUND USE PERMITS
#704 -  CAMPGROUND USE PERMITS AND GROUP 

CAMPGROUND USE PERMITS
1. No person shall camp in designated campgrounds 

or use any campground facilities of any park or 
recreation area unless such use is by authority of a 
valid campground-use permit issued by the Division 
of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.

2. In order to obtain a campground-use permit, a 
member of the camping party must be present 
with the camping unit, ready to make immediate 
occupancy of the campsite, or a reservation must be 
made through the approved campsite reservation 
system. No person may reserve or hold a campsite 
for another party by purchasing a campground-use 
permit for an additional site.

3. Possession of a valid campground-use permit visibly 
displayed at a place provided at each campsite shall 
authorize a single camping unit (tent, camper, etc.) 
occupied by a single family unit, or a maximum of six 
(6) persons to camp in a campsite until 12:00 p.m. 
noon the following day. No person shall remove a 
valid campground-use permit or reservation card from 
the place provided for display prior to the expiration 
of such permit or card and/or occupy any campsite 
displaying such a permit or card or otherwise posted as 
already occupied by another party in accordance with 
these regulations.

4. A valid vehicle or individual pass, as required by 
regulations #700 and #701 respectively, shall be 
required for each motor vehicle for each night 
of camping.

5. Definitions as used in these regulations, unless the 
context requires otherwise:

 a.  “Full Hookup Campground” means those with 
highly developed facilities. Individual campsites will 
be designated and include a high-use pad with table, 
grill and/or fire ring and individual pressurized 
water, sewer and/or electrical connections. Flush 
toilets, lavatory and shower facilities, sanitary dump 
station, trash receptacles and laundry facilities will 
be available. Grocery store, food- service facilities, 
or other developed amenities may be available. 

 b.  “Electrical Campground” means those with fairly 
developed facilities. Individual campsites will be 
designated and include a high-use pad, picnic 
table, grill and/or fire ring and individual electrical 
connections. 

 c.  “Basic Campground” includes those campgrounds 
providing basic facilities and improvements. 
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Individual campsites shall be designated and 
include a table, grill and/or fire ring. 

 d.  “Primitive Campground” includes those 
campgrounds where only limited facilities or 
improvements are provided. Individual campsites 
may not be designated and may not include 
individual tables, grills or fire rings. Centrally 
located vault toilets and trash receptacles, may be 
provided; however, drinking water generally will 
not be available.

 e.   Notwithstanding the established campground fees, 
the Board delegates to the Division Director the 
authority to lower a campground’s classification by 
one class, and consequently lower the campground 
fee, when the Division Director determines that it 
is necessary to do so based upon one or more of 
the following criteria:

(1)  A significant increase in the vacancy rate for the 
campground exists.

(2)  A significant need to rehabilitate the 
campground facilities exists.

(3)  A temporary closure of campground facilities is 
necessary in order to implement repairs.

  Upon a determination by the Division Director that 
the cause for lowering the campground classification 
has been abated, the original campground 
classification will be reinstated.

6. From May 1 through November 30, the camping 
minimum night stay for the yurts at Pearl Lake shall 
be two nights.

7. The cancellation fee for group camping reservations 
at all group camping sites in the system shall be 
equal to the amount of the first night’s fee if the 
cancellation is made within fourteen days of the first 
reserved date.

8. A camping capacity fee of $2.00 per night will be 
added to the cost of campground-use permits from 
May 1 through Labor Day at the following campsites:

 a. Bonny State Recreation Area
(1) Loop A campsites 1 through 8
(2) Loop B campsites 9 through 18

 b. Boyd Lake State Recreation Area
(1) Loop A campsites 1 through 32
(2) Loop B campsites 33 through 58
(3) Loop C campsites 59 through 84

 c. Chatfield State Recreation Area
(1) Loop A campsites 1 through 51

 d. Cherry Creek State Recreation Area
(1)  Loop B campsites 21, 22, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 

35, 39, 40
(2) Loop C campsites 41 through 52

(3) Loop D campsites 59, 61, and 63 through 79
 e. Golden Gate State Park

(1) Loop A campsites 1 through 8
(2) Loop B campsites 9 through 24
(3) Loop C campsites 25 through 35
(4) Loop D campsites 36 through 43
(5) Loop E campsites 44 through 59

 f. Jackson Lake State Recreation Area
(1) Lakeside Loop campsites 1 through 62
(2) Pelican Loop campsites 1 through 37
(3) Cove Loop campsites 1 through 16
(4) Northview Loop campsites 1 through 10
(5) Sandpiper Loop campsites 1 through 28

 g. Mueller State Park
(1) Peak View Loop campsites 1 through 5
(2)  Revenuer’s Ridge Loop campsites 6 through 22, 

51 through 54, 67 through 69, 81 through 90
(3) Conifer Ridge Loop campsites 23 through 50
(4)  Prospector Ridge Loop campsites 55 through 66
(5)  Grouse Mountain Loop campsites 91 through 

99, 110 through 132
(6)  Turkey Meadow Loop campsites 100 through 109
(7) Pisgah Point campsites 70 through 80

 h. North Sterling Reservoir State Park
(1)  Elks Loop Campsites 5 through 7, 42 through 44
(2)  Inlet Grove Loop campsites 117, 119, 121, 123, 

125, 126, 127, 129, 131
 i. Pearl Lake

(1) Lower Loop campsites 24 through 38
 j. Pueblo State Recreation Area

(1)  Arkansas Point Loop B campsites 28 through 60
(2)  Prairie Ridge Loop E campsites 59 through 82
(3)  Juniper Breaks Loop K campsites 65 through 84
(4)  Yucca Flats Loop L campsites 151 through 162
(5)  Yucca Flats Loop M campsites 163 through 184

 k. Ridgway State Park
(1)  Elk Ridge Loop campsites 89 through 97, 184, 

186, 187
 l. Rifle Falls

(1) Campsites 1 through 20
 m. Steamboat Lake State Park

(1) Wheeler Loop campsites 116 through 155
(2)  Bridge Island Loop campsites 166 through 200
(3) Yarrow Loop campsites 106 through 113
(4) Larkspur Loop campsites 76 through 89
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(5) Lupine Loop campsites 90 through 96
 n. Stagecoach Reservoir State Recreation Area

(1)  Junction City Loop campsites 1 through 27
 o. Sylvan Lake State Recreation Area

(1) Elk Run Loop campsites 1 through 34
(2) Fisherman’s Paradise campsites 35 through 46

#705 - ASPEN LEAF ANNUAL PASSHOLDERS
1. A resident of this state who is sixty-four years of age 

or older may obtain an Aspen Leaf annual pass. The 
fee for an Aspen Leaf annual pass is identified in 
regulation #708.

2. Additionally, any resident of this state born between 
January 1, 1940 and January 1, 1942 may obtain an 
Aspen Leaf annual pass. This paragraph 2 shall be 
repealed January 1, 2006.

3. Individuals possessing a valid Aspen Leaf annual pass 
shall receive campground use permits at a reduced rate 
of 50% off, rounded down to the nearest whole dollar, 
all days of the year when such areas are open, except 
weekends and holidays. For the purpose of determining 
reduced rate campground permit eligibility, “weekend” 
means the time period beginning at 12:00 p.m. noon 
on Friday through 12:00 p.m. noon on Sunday, and 
“holiday” shall mean the time period beginning at 12:00 
p.m. noon on the day prior to the legal holiday through 
12:00 a.m. midnight of the legal holiday. The camping 
permit reduced fees associated with the Aspen Leaf 
annual pass are identified in regulation #708.

4. The Aspen Leaf annual pass holder must own in 
whole or part any vehicle to which the Aspen Leaf 
annual pass is affixed and used to enter a park area.

  #706 - GROUP PICNIC AREA PERMITS
1. No person shall use any facility of any group picnic area 

unless such use is by authority of a valid permit issued 
by the Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.

2. All permits and reservations must be received in 
advance. The group picnic area cancellation fee for 
all group picnic sites within the system shall be equal 
to 25% of the base fee if the cancellation is made 
within fifteen to thirty days prior to the reserved date. 
If the cancellation is made within fourteen days of 
the reserved date, then the cancellation fee shall be 
100% of the base fee.

3. Definitions as used in these regulations, unless the 
context requires otherwise:
a.  “Class A - Deluxe Group Picnic Area” means those 

with highly developed facilities. The picnic area will 
be designated and include a covered shelter, picnic 
tables, a grill, and electrical connections. Restroom 
facilities, trash receptacles, water, and lighting will 
be available. 

b.  “Class B - Improved Group Picnic Area” means 
those with fairly developed facilities. The picnic 

area will be designated and include picnic tables 
and a grill. Trash receptacles and water will 
be available.

c.  “Class C - Basic Group Picnic Area” means those 
providing basic facilities. The picnic area will be 
designated and include picnic tables and a grill. 
Sanitary facilities shall generally consist of vault-
type toilets.

#707 - SWIM BEACH PASSES
1. A daily or an annual swim beach pass shall be 

required for a person to enter the Rock Canyon 
swim beach within Pueblo State Recreation Area.

FEES
#708 - PASS AND PERMIT FEE SCHEDULE

1. The fees for the types of vehicle passes issued by the 
Division are as follows. 
a. Aspen Leaf annual pass  ................................ $27.00
b. Annual vehicle pass ....................................... $55.00
c.(1) Each additional annual vehicle pass for
  noncommercial vehicles ................................. $20.00

(2) Each additional Aspen Leaf vehicle 
  pass for noncommercial vehicles ..................  $10.00

d.  Each duplicate annual vehicle pass .............  $5.00
e.  Each daily vehicle pass (exceptions follow)... $5.00

(1)  Harvey Gap, Sweitzer, Paonia, Mancos, and 
 San Luis Lakes State Recreation Areas ... $3.00
(2)  From May 1 through Labor Day at Cherry 

Creek, Chatfield, and Boyd Lake State 
Recreation Areas and Eldorado Canyon 

 and Cheyenne Mountain State Parks .......  $6.00
f.  Each daily vehicle pass for a passenger van or 

bus operated by a commercial business:
(1) carrying up to fifteen passengers ............. $10.00
(2)  carrying sixteen to thirty passengers ........ $40.00
(3)  carrying more than thirty passengers ...... $50.00

2.  The fees for the types of individual passes issued by 
the Division are as follows. Eligibility requirements 
are stated in regulation #701.
a. Columbine or Centennial annual pass ......... $12.50
b.  Each duplicate Columbine or Centennial 
 annual pass ....................................................  $5.00
c. Individual daily passes for:

(1)  Eldorado Canyon State Park (applies to 
persons ten years of age or older), from 
the day after Labor Day through April 30 

 of the following year ................................... $2.00
(2)  Eldorado Canyon State Park (applies to 

persons ten years of age or older), from 
 May 1 through Labor Day ........................... $3.00
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(3)  Colorado State Forest State Park, Lory State 
Park and Arkansas Headwaters Recreation 
Area (applies to persons sixteen years of 

 age or older) ................................................ $2.00
(4)  Cheyenne Mountain State Park (applies 

to persons sixteen years of age or older), 
from the day after Labor Day through 

 April 30 of the following year ..................... $2.00
(5)  Cheyenne Mountain State Park (applies to 

persons sixteen years of age or older), 
 from May 1 through Labor Day ...............  $3.00

3.  The fees associated with special activities, as provided 
for in regulation #703, are:
a.  Special activity alternate individual fee 

(applies to groups of twenty or more 
 people in size) ................................................... $2.00
b.  Special activity application filing fee............. $20.00

4.  The fees for the types of campground-use permits issued 
by the Division are as follows. Campground classes are 
defined in regulation #704.
a.  Campground-use permit for 
 “Full Hookup Campground”  .............  $20.00/night
b.  Campground-use permit for 
 “Electrical Campgrounds” ...................  $16.00/night
c.  Campground-use permit for 
 “Basic Campgrounds” ..........................  $12.00/night
d.  Campground-use permit for 
 “Primitive Campgrounds” ..................... $7.00/night
e.  Camping capacity fee for campsites 

identified in regulation #704, from 
 May 1 through Labor Day ..................... $2.00/night

5.  The fees for reduced rate Aspen Leaf campground-
use permits issued by the Division are as follows. 
Eligibility requirements are stated in regulation #705. 
Reduced rates are offered all days of the year when the 
campground is open, except weekends and holidays.
a.  Campground-use permit for 
 “Full Hookup Campground” ..............  $10.00/night
b.  Campground-use permit for 
 “Electrical Campgrounds” ..................... $8.00/night
c.  Campground-use permit for 
 “Basic Campgrounds” ............................ $6.00/night
d.  Campground-use permit for 
 “Primitive Campgrounds” ..................... $3.00/night
e.  Camping capacity fee for campsites 

identified in regulation #704, from 
 May 1 through Labor Day ..................... $2.00/night

6.  The fees for types of group campground-use areas 
are as follows. Campground classes are defined in 
regulation #704.

a.  In group camp areas of “Full Hookup Campgrounds,” 
the fee shall be $20.00 per night per campsite assigned 
to such group area.

b.  In group camp areas of “Electrical Campgrounds,” 
the fee shall be $16.00 per night per campsite 
assigned to such group area.

c.  In group camp areas of “Basic Campgrounds,” 
the fee shall be $12.00 per night per campsite 
assigned to such group area.

d.  In group camp areas of “Primitive Campgrounds,” 
the fee shall be $7.00 per night per campsite 
assigned to such group area.

7.  The fees for types of cabins and yurts are as follows:
a.  For small cabins and yurts that may accommodate 

a maximum of six people:
(1)  Standard .......................................... $60.00/night
(2) Premium ......................................... $80.00/night

b.  For large cabins and yurts that may accommodate 
seven or more people:

(1)  Standard .......................................... $90.00/night
(2) Premium two bedroom ............... $120.00/night
(3) Premium three bedroom ............ $160.00/night

c.  The maximum persons capacity shall be posted in 
each cabin and yurt.

d.  There shall be an additional fee of $10.00/night 
for pets where pets are allowed.

e.  Premium facilities contain showers and 
flush toilets.

8.  The fees associated with the campsite reservation 
system are as follows:
a. Campsite reservation fee ................. $8.00/campsite
b.  Each reservation change or 
 cancellation............................................  $6.00 each 

(1)  For cancellations made fourteen days or more 
prior to the beginning date of the reservation, 
the campsite reservation fee will be retained 
and the cancellation fee will be charged.

(2)  For cancellations made less than fourteen days 
prior to the beginning date of the reservation, 
the campsite reservation fee will be retained and 
the first night’s camping fee will be charged.

9.  The group picnic area permit fees, for the permits 
issued by the Division are as follows. Group picnic 
area classes are defined in regulation #706.
a.  Permit for “Class A - Deluxe Group 
 Picnic Area” .................................................... $90.00
b.  Permit for “Class B - Improved 
 Group Picnic Area” ........................................ $60.00
c.  Permit for “Class C - Basic Group 
 Picnic Area” .................................................... $30.00
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d.  Damage deposit for any group 
 picnic area .......................................................$75.00
e.  For groups larger than fifty people in size, there 

will be an additional fee of $0.50/person after the 
first fifty people. This additional fee will be added 
onto the applicable group picnic area fee.

10.  Event facility permit fees, minimum and maximum 
rental hours, and damage deposits are as follows:
a.  For Bridge Canyon Overlook and Pikes Peak 

Amphitheature at Castlewood Canyon State Park and 
Panorama Point at Golden Gate Canyon State Park.

(1)  Monday through Thursday and Fridays 
 until 5 p.m ...............................................  $150.00
(2)  Friday after 5 p.m. ...................................  $250.00
(3)  Saturday and Sunday ...............................  $300.00
(4)  Refundable damage deposit ...................  $75.00
(5)  Minimum/maximum hours - 1 hour/2 hours

b.  For event facilities numbers 1 and 3 at Castlewood 
Canyon State Park:
(1)  Monday through Thursday and Fridays 
 until 5 p.m ...............................................  $100.00
(2)  Friday after 5 p.m., Saturday and 
 Sunday ......................................................  $150.00
(3)  Refundable damage deposit ...................  $50.00
(4)  Minimum/maximum hours - 1 hour/4 hours
(5)  Ceremony fee (added onto the total only if 

both a ceremony and a reception are held 
  at the facility ............................................  $150.00

c.  For event facility number 2 at Castlewood Canyon 
State Park:

(1)  Monday through Thursday and Friday 
  until 5 p.m ...............................................  $75.00
(2)  Friday after 5 p.m., Saturday 
  and Sunday ..............................................  $125.00
(3)  Refundable damage deposit ...................  $50.00
(4)  Minimum/maximum hours - 1 hour/4 hours

d. For the Red Barn at Golden Gate Canyon State Park:
(1)  Monday through Thursday and Friday 
  until 5 p.m ...............................................  $150.00
(2)  Friday after 5 p.m., Saturday and 
  Sunday ......................................................  $200.00
(3)  Ceremony fee (added onto the total 

only if both a ceremony and a reception 
  are held at the facility .............................  $150.00
(4)  Refundable damage deposit ...................  $50.00
(5)  Minimum/maximum hours - 1 hour/4 hours

e.  Every additional hour beyond the first, up to 
 the maximum ..................................... $100.00/hour

f.  Cancellation fees for event facility reservations are 
$15.00 if the cancellation is made 60 or more days 
prior to the scheduled event. If a cancellation is 
made within less than 60 days prior to the event, 
the cancellation fee shall be ten percent of the 
total event permit fee.

g.  The maximum persons capacity and hours of 
operation shall be posted at each event facility.

11. The swim beach pass fees for individual swim beach 
passes issued by the Division are as follows. Swim 
beach passes are required as stated in regulation #707.
a.  Individual annual swim beach pass ............... $10.00
b.  Individual daily swim beach pass ................... $1.00

12. The fee associated with the mandatory 
youth education course for motorboat 
operators ............................................................. $15.00

13. The fees associated with the Lone Mesa State Park 
hunting special use permits are as follows:
a. Resident archery ..........................................  $100.00
b. Non-resident archery ...................................  $200.00
c. Resident antlerless muzzleloading .............  $100.00
d. Resident antlered muzzleloading ...............  $200.00
e. Non-resident antlerless muzzleloading ......  $200.00
f. Non-resident antlered muzzleloading ........  $300.00
g.  Resident either sex elk only first season ....  $150.00
h.  Non-resident either sex elk only 

first season ....................................................  $250.00
i.  Resident antlerless second, third or 

fourth season ................................................  $100.00
j.  Resident antlered second, third or 

fourth season ................................................  $200.00
k.  Non-resident antlerless second, third or 

fourth season ................................................  $200.00
l.  Non-resident antlered second, third or 

fourth season ................................................  $300.00
14. It is unlawful for any person to transfer, sell, or 

assign any permit issued by the Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation, including special activity 
permits, campground use permits, and group picnic 
area permits.

15. The fees associated with the Golden Gate Canyon 
State Park hunting special use permit are as follows:
a.  Application filing fee ............ $10.00 per application
b.  Resident and non-resident archery, muzzleloading, 

antlered, antlerless, or either sex, for first, second,
 third or fourth season permit ....................  $100.00
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REGISTRATIONS
#709 - REGISTRATION FEE SCHEDULE

1. The fees for the types of vessel registrations issued by 
the Division are as follows:
a.  Vessel registration (including annual resident 

registration, and each rental vessel registration):
(1) For vessels less than twenty feet 
 in length................................................ ....  $25.00
(2) For vessels twenty feet to less than 
 thirty feet in length ..................................  $30.00
(3) For vessels thirty feet or more 
 in length................................................. ...  $50.00

(a)  Dealer registration for all vessels owned by 
a dealer which are operated for research, 
testing, experimentation, or demonstration 
purposes only:
(i)  When the dealer sells twenty-five 

or fewer vessels within the 
 preceding year ................................ $30.00
(ii)  When the dealer sells more than 

twenty-five vessels within the 
 preceding year............................ .... $50.00

(b)  Manufacturer registration for all vessels 
owned by a manufacturer which are 
operated for demonstration or testing 

 purposes only........................................ $25.00
(c)  Non-resident annual vessel registration 

for a person from a state or country where 
 registration is not permitted................ $50.00

2.  The fees for the types of snowmobile registrations 
issued by the Division are as follows:
a.  Snowmobile registration (including annual 

resident registration and each rental
snowmobile) ...................................................  $20.00

b.  Dealer registration for all snowmobiles owned 
by a snowmobile dealer which are operated for 
demonstration or testing purposes only:

(1)  When the dealer sells twenty-five or 
fewer snowmobiles within the 

 preceding year .......................................... $25.00
(2)  When the dealer sells more than 

twenty-five snowmobiles within 
 the preceding year.................................... $50.00
c.  Manufacturer registration for all snowmobiles 

owned by a manufacturer which are operated for 
research, testing, experimentation, or

 demonstration purposes only ......................... $25.00
d. Non-resident annual snowmobile permit..... $20.00

3.  The fees for the types of off-highway vehicle 
registrations issued by the Division area as follows:
a. Off-highway vehicle registration ................... $15.00

b.  Dealer registration for all off-highway vehicles 
owned by an off-highway vehicle dealer and 
operated for demonstration or testing 
purposes only:

(1)  When the dealer sells twenty-five or 
less off-highway vehicles within the 

 preceding year ...........................................$25.00
(2)  When the dealer sells more than twenty-five

off-highway vehicles within the 
 preceding year ...........................................$50.00

c.  Manufacturer registration for off-highway vehicles 
owned by a manufacturer which are operated 
solely for research, testing,experimentation, or 

 demonstration purposes .................................$25.00
d.  Registration for off-highway vehicles owned by a 

lessor for rental purposes only:
(1)  When the lessor owns ten or less 

off-highway vehicles within the 
 preceding year........ ...................................$25.00
(2)  When the lessor owns more than 

ten off-highway vehicles within the 
 preceding year ...........................................$50.00

4.  A duplicate vessel, snowmobile, or 
 off-highway vehicle registration ......................... $5.00

Colorado State Parks is directed by state law to collect fees from 
visitors to Chery Creek State Park for the Cherry Creek Basin 
Water Quality Authority (CCBWQA). These fees are used to 
improve water quality in the basin and lake. Daily entrance 
passes include the CCBWQA fee. Annual pass purchasers must 
also have a $3.00 CCBWQA decal to display with the annual 
entrance passes.
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(303) 866-3437

Look for new and current information on all Colorado State 
Parks at our Web site 

www.parks.state.co.us

Any person who is excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or otherwise subjected 
to discrimination under any program of the Colorado Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
on the grounds of race, creed, color, sex, age, handicap, or national origin, should contact the 
park manager, the nearest local regional office, the Division headquarters in Denver, Colorado 
- telephone (303) 866-3437 - or the National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, D.C. 
20013-7127.

Cualquier persona que sea excluda, negado los beneficios, o descriminado en cualquier 
programa del Colorado Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation par su color, raza, credo, 
sexo, edad, desventaje o nacionaldad debe avisar a la oficina mas sercana de esta 
organizacion o por telefono a numero (303) 866-3437 o National Park Service, P.O. Box 
37127, Washington, D.C., 20013-7127.

All programs, services and activities of the Department of Natural Resources, Colorado State 
Parks are operated in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Questions, 
complaints and requests for additional information may be directed to: ADA Coordinator, 
Department of Natural Resources, 1313 Sherman St., Room 718, Denver, CO 80203.
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