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Colorado’s vision of all students becoming educated and productive 

citizens capable of succeeding in a globally competitive world relies on 

a comprehensive and continually improving educational system.  In 

this system, good instruction and assessment cannot occur in isolation of 

one another. Each informs the other, and they become the checks and 

balances that drive measurable student growth and achievement. 

Overview of Improved Assessments 

Colorado’s state assessments are changing in order to accurately assess 

student mastery of the updated Colorado Academic Standards. The 

updated standards are more focused, coherent and rigorous and the state 

assessments must adapt to align with and measure mastery of the 

standards.   

 

Colorado’s new assessment system is called Colorado Measures of 

Academic Success (CMAS).  It incorporates new science and social 

studies assessments developed by Colorado and new English language 

arts and mathematics assessments developed by the Partnership for 

Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC). 

 

Colorado is a governing member of PARCC, a multi-state assessment 

consortium developing high-quality student assessments linked to the 

new, more rigorous English language arts and mathematics standards.  

These online assessments will replace the Transitional Colorado 

Assessment Program (TCAP) in reading, writing and math in 2015. 

 

Since the early stages of the process, Colorado educators have played a 

significant role in developing the PARCC assessments. Educator 

involvement will continue with the PARCC field tests as their students 

are asked to “test the test” and provide feedback. 

Field Test Basics 

More than one million students are expected to participate in the trial run 

of the PARCC assessments across 14 states and Washington, D.C. this 

spring.  This includes about 440 Colorado schools in over 100 districts 

(representing about 630 grades/subjects) who have volunteered to 
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More Details on the 
PARCC-Developed 
Assessments  
 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
Performance–based assessments: 
At each grade level, these assessments 
will include three tasks: 

 A research simulation 

 A literary analysis 

 A narrative task   

For each task, students will be asked to 
read one or more texts, answer several 
short comprehension and vocabulary 
questions and write an essay that 
requires them to draw evidence from 
the text(s).   

End-of-year assessments:  
At each grade level, these assessments 
will include four to five texts, both 
literary and informational (including 
social science/historical, scientific and 
technical texts at grades 6-11).   

A number of short-answer 
comprehension and vocabulary 
questions will also be associated with 
each text. 

MATHEMATICS  
Performance–based assessments: 
At each grade level, these assessments 
will include both short- and extended-
response questions focused on 
conceptual knowledge and skills, and 
the mathematical practices of 
reasoning and modeling.   
 
End-of-year assessments: 
These assessments will primarily be 
comprised of short-answer questions 
focused on conceptual knowledge, 
skills and understandings.   
 
 

Assessment  
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participate. The timeframe for schools to give the PARCC performance-based assessment field test is 

March 24 - April 11 and the timeframe for the PARCC end-of-year assessment field test is May 5 - June 

6. Most participating students will take one of these components of the PARCC field test, not both. 

Some students will take the field tests on computers, others on paper. 

As with using any test for the first time, there will be glitches during the field tests. The goal is to 

discover where improvements need to be made and what problems need to be fixed. Issues discovered 

during the practice run will be resolved before the PARCC tests are officially launched in the 2014-15 

school year.  

The Benefits 

Students and teachers in Colorado have the opportunity be part of the test development process by 

trying out the assessment questions and offering their feedback through surveys administered at the 

end of the field tests. The field test also gives teachers and schools a chance to practice the 

administration procedures for both online and paper-based assessments, check their technology and 

provide feedback to improve the testing process. Educators across PARCC states, including Colorado, 

are reviewing PARCC test questions for bias, sensitivity, fairness, rigor, accessibility and other key 

qualities. The field test is another chance to provide feedback on the development of the assessments.  

Protecting Privacy 

PARCC and the PARCC states will not generate scores for individual students or classes during field 

testing. PARCC doesn’t own and won’t release student-level data to the federal government; individual 

states own their data and set policies around it. There has been no change to reporting requirements of 

states or the consortia with regard to collecting and reporting student data. 

Getting Ready 

Students can prepare for the field test by checking out the sample items here: 

www.parcconline.org/computer-based-samples. Colorado students, teachers and schools not involved 

in PARCC field testing can try out the PARCC practice tests when they become available this spring to 

become familiar with the types of test questions and  the technology platform before taking the full test 

in spring 2015. 

The Colorado Department of Education 

CONNECTING . . . rigorous academic standards . . . meaningful assessments . . . 

engaging learning options . . . excellent educators . . . for STUDENT SUCCESS  

Where can I learn more? 

 CDE Assessment website (PARCC-specific):  www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/newassess-parcc 

 CDE Standards website: www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction 

 Additional CDE fact sheets: www.cde.state.co.us/Communications 

http://www.parcconline.org/computer-based-samples
http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/newassess-parcc
http://www.cde.state.co.us/assessment/newassess-parcc
http://www.cde.state.co.us/standardsandinstruction/index.asp
http://www.cde.state.co.us/Communications

