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INTRODUCTION

This document is a summary of available knowledge about the distribution, 
abundance, and habitat preferences of the reptiles and amphibians of Colorado. 
The information is presented via a "latilong" mapping system which uses lines 
of latitude and longitude to divide Colorado into 28 regions or blocks. On 
the attached species sheets, the dashes correspond to the latilong blocks and 
represent a map of Colorado. The reader can find details about a species in 
each block by noting the corresponding habitat, abundance, and status codes. A 
short species synopsis accompanies most entries.

This format has at least three advantages over existing mapping systems. 
First, it presents a large amount of information in relatively few pages. 
Second, it uses a coordinate system which is understood on a national and inter
national basis. Finally, this system is readily computerized which allows easy 
retrieval of the stored information.

A total of 89 species and varieties of herptiles have been reported for Colorado. 
All of the information in this document has been presented as it was submitted. 
For several species the data is incomplete; the system only reflects what has 
been reported for a particular species. Hopefully, publication of these apparent 
unknowns will stimulate the submission of unreported information and also serve 
as a guide to choosing future studies. Appendix I provides a form for reporting 
new information on latilong status and/or abundance and habitat preferences.
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LATILONG MAPPING SYSTEM CODES

Three categories of codes are used to report information. They are: STATUS 
codes, HABITAT types, and ABUNDANCE relationships.

1. STATUS: The symbols listed below are used to indicate the status of a 
species in each latilong block. Collectively they also show 
distribution.

B - Resident: Breeding population with definite evidence of reproduction 
such as eggs, larvae, or juveniles. Specimens or photographs 
document occurrence.

b - Very Likely Resident: Observer strongly suspects species is present. 
Difficult to collect and/or find evidence of reproduction.

A - Accidental: Less than three records of sightings or occurrence as a 
result geographically displaced, escaped pets.
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2. HABITAT: If a species is found only in marshes, the code would be Ms. But 
if it occurs in all types of aquatic habitat, the code would be 
Aq. Either the specific or the general code was used, but not both.

GL - Grassland:
Sg - Shortgrass prairie (dominated by buffalo grass or blue grama;

e.g., Pawnee Nat’l Grassland, cactus grassland around Pueblo).
Bg - Bunch grass, (dominated by species like little bluestem;

e.g., Yuma sandhills).
Min - Mountain meadows, parks, and semi-desert grasslands of the 

Western Slope.
HA - Habitat alteration areas, like crested Wheat Grass.

Ag - Agricultural areas:
Cr - Croplands
Or - Orchards
Sb - Shelter belts, dwellings, and tree farms.

Aq - Aquatic:
In - Intermittent or temporary plains streams, mountain tributaries, 

rain pools, marshes, ponds, stock tanks and ponds or irri
gation ditches.

Pl - Permanent streams or rivers in broad valleys and plains with 
low gradient and silt, sand, or gravel bottoms, i.e. 
South Platte River below Greeley.

Mt - Permanent mountain or foothill streams or rivers with steep 
gradients and sand, gravel, or rubble bottoms, i.e. Poudre 
River near Rustic.

Sp - Spring-fed seeps and small creeks with permanent flow.
Ms - Marshes, wetlands, swampy river bottoms, or lake and reservoir 

shorelines where rooted aquatic plants occur.
L - Open water zones or permanent lakes, reservoirs or ponds.

D - Deciduous Habitat:
R Riparian, flood plain, stream and lakeside vegetation; usually 

cottonwoods, willows, tamarisk, and alder, and including 
the subslpine willow thickets (those below timberline).

As - Aspen

S - Shrub/Brush:
Sc - Scrub oak, mountain mahogany, etc.
DS - Desert Shrub (like saltbush, greasewood, etc.; e.g., San Luis 

Valley).
Sa - Sagebrush, Rabbitbrush

CF - Coniferous Forest:
Pp - Ponderosa pine
Lp - Lodgepole pine
SF - Spruce/Fir
PJ - Pinyon/Juniper
DF - Douglasfir

C - Other coniferous trees, e.g., Colorado Blue Spruce, Bristelcone
Pine, White Fir. ♦

A - Alpine:
T - Tundra

AT - Alpine transition (willows or scrub conifers)
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U - Urban (cities and towns, including city parks)

BA - Barren Habitat:
RC - Rocky cliffs or cliff faces
SD - Sand dunes, or soft sandy areas
GB - Gravel beds or alluvial deposits or rocky areas composed

of rocks, boulders, cobbles, gravel, and scarce vegetation. 
AF - Alkali flats

0 - Other; explain.

3. ABUNDANCE: These terms are used to show the densities of various species 
in suitable habitats. They indicate relative abundance of adults, 
and do not indicate ephemeral abundance of larvae (tadpoles) 
which are subject to significant density fluctuations.

Ab - Abundant: At least 5 per acre, e.g. Boreal Chorus Frog or Leopard Frog in 
marshes. Can usually locate 10 specimens per day in suitable 
habitat.

FC - Fairly Common: At least 1 per 5 acres, e.g. Bullsnake in agricultural areas. 
Can usually observe 1 per day in suitable habitat.

U - Unusual: Usually see no more than 3 per season, even in likely habitat.

Und - Undetermined: Not enough information available to classify.

An example should help clarify the use of the three codes to report information. 
Suppose you had noted a large breeding chorus and several egg masses of boreal 
chorus frogs in marshes near Grand Lake (block 4). You also found two chorus 
frogs on a sandbar in the intermittent Cimarron River (block 28). The entries 
would look like this:

BOREAL CHORUS FROG Breeding Nonbreeding
_ B______ Habitat: Ms In

A Abundance: Ab_______ Und________

To help orient map entries, a line was drawn through the map.

Note that the species may have different abundance codes in separate geographic 
areas as well as in breeding and nonbreeding habitats.
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APPENDIX I

DOCUMENTATION OF LATILONG STUDY CHANGES 
FOR

THE COLORADO DIVISION OF WILDLIFE RECORDS

Species; _______________________________
(Common Name) (Scientific Name - If Known)

This information is solicited in order to supplement or correct data appear
ing in The Colorado Reptile and Amphibian Distribution Latilong Study (1978). 
This study was developed from contributions by field herpetologists through
out the state, and will maintain its validity only through a continuation of 
such contributions.

Latilong:_____________ Previous Status:____________Recommended Status:__________

Habitat Change: From______________________  to ________________________________ ____

Abundance Change: From____________________ to ____________________________________

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION (S)

Locality studied (Nearest town & county):________________________________________

Observations which support your recommendation (give dates and numbers of 
herptiles and any other pertinent data):

Habitat in which observed:

Pertinent behavioral observations:

Name (Print) : _____________________________ ________________ _

Mailing Address:______________________________________________

S ignature:___________________________________

Return Form To:

Nongame Section
Colorado Division of Wildlife 
6060 Broadway
Denver, CO 80216



LITERATURE CITED

Brekke, E. B. No date. Wildlife and habitat inventory for Baca and Prowers 
Counties, Colorado. Rept. prepared for BLM Office, Canon City. 63 pp.

Maslin, T. Paul. 1959. An annotated check list of amphibians and reptiles 
of Colorado. Univ. Colo. Studies, Biol. 6:i-vi, 1-98.

Maslin, T. P. and M. Horst. 1973. A check-list of the amphibians and reptiles 
of Colorado. 6 pp. (mimeo).

Smith, H. M., Maslin, T. P., and R. L. Brown. 1965. Summary of the distri
bution of the herpetofauna of Colorado. Univ. Colo. Press, Boulder, Colo. 
52 pp.




