
Appendices

Appendix Four: Legal Terms Glossary

Abuse: Definition according to Colorado Law of the Children’s Code (CRS 19-1-103): 
 “Abuse” or “child abuse or neglect”, as used in part 3 of article 3 of the title, means an act or omission in one of the 
following categories that threatens the health or welfare of a child:

· Any case in which a child exhibits evidence of skin bruising, bleeding, malnutrition, failure to thrive, burns, 
fracture of any bone, subdural hematoma, soft tissue swelling, or death and either: Such condition or death 
is not justifiably explained; the history given concerning such condition is at variance with the degree or type 
of such condition or death; or the circumstances indicate that such condition may not be the product or an 
accidental occurrence;

· Any case in which a child is subjected to unlawful sexual behavior as defined in 16-22-102 (9), C.R.S.;
· Any case in which a child is in need of services because of the child’s parents, legal guardian, or custodian 

fails to take the same actions to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, medical care, or supervision that a 
prudent parent would take. The requirements of this subparagraph (III) shall be subject to the provisions of 
section 19-3-103. 

· Any case in which a child is subjected to emotional abuse. As used in this subparagraph (IV), “emotional 
abuse” means an identifiable and substantial impairment of the child’s intellectual or psychological 
functioning or development or a substantial risk of impairment of the child’s intellectual or psychological 
functioning or development.

· Any act or omission described in section 19-3-102 (1) (a), (1) (b), or (1) (c);
· Any case in which, in the presence of a child, or on the premises where a child is found, or where a child 

resides, a controlled substance, as defined in section 18-18-102 (5), C.R.S., is manufactured or attempted to 
be manufactured.

Acquittal: A verdict by the jury or judge that the defendant is found not guilty after the evidence in presented. 

Adjudicate: To hear and settle by judicial procedure.

Appeal: A written history of a trial that is submitted with argument to a higher court for the purpose of trying to 
obtain a different outcome.

Arraignment: The procedure in which an accused person appears before the court to hear the charges against him and 
responds by pleading guilty or not guilty.

Bail or bond: Money that is paid to a court or bondsman as security to assure the court that an accused person will 
attend future court appointments.

Beyond a reasonable doubt: The level of burden of proof necessary for a jury or a judge to find a defendant guilty in 
a criminal case. It requires a high degree of evidence presented by a prosecution directly establishing proven facts that 
must, by their own nature and weight, establish guilt.

Bound over: When a county court rules that there is enough evidence and probable cause to refer the case to the 

district court. After a preliminary hearing, the case is bound over to district court.
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CASA: Acronym that stands for court appointed special advocate.

Concurrent sentences: When there is more than one charge against a person and the sentence for each count is 
combined so they are served at one time.

County court: The lower court of the circuit court system that hears criminal cases. First arraignment, bond setting, 
preliminary hearing and misdemeanor guilty pleas are heard at this level.

Court supervision: When the court establishes certain requirements that must be performed by the defendant, who 
reports to the court as a condition of probation.

Credit for time served: When the amount of time a person has spent in jail before sentencing is deducted from the 
time the court orders the offender to serve.

Cross examination: The questioning of a witness at a hearing, deposition or trial by the party opposed to the one who 
produced him, for the purpose of truthfulness or challenge.

Declined charges: When charges are declined by the prosecution because a case lacks sufficient evidence to present to a 
judge or jury to prove a suspect guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

Defendant: A term referring to a suspect after the prosecution has filed formal charges.

Defense attorney: The lawyer representing a defendant to ensure the defendant due process.

Deferred prosecution: When the prosecution of a case is postponed , perhaps because it is subject to completion of a 
diversion or counseling program.

Deferred sentence: When a person is given probation instead of a jail sentence and the opportunity to have no 
conviction on record at the end of the probation period if there are no violations of the probation.

Deposition: Sworn testimony given outside of court in which the attorneys involved in a case are allowed to question a 
witness as they would in a court of law. This is a discovery tool, generally used in civil court proceedings. 

Direct examination: The primary line of questioning by the attorney (either prosecutor or defense) who produces a 
witness for the purpose of testifying in trial.

Discovery: The process in which opposing parties exchange information that each possesses regarding a case.

Disposition: The final act of a court in any particular case , which also may refer to a plea agreement in a case.

District court: The higher court that hears second arraignments, bond reviews, most felony guilty pleas, felony trials 
and felony revocation hearings.
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Docket: A list of cases as they appear on the court’s calendar.

Docket call: The date and time a case is scheduled to be heard in court.

Exhibits: Physical evidence or visual aids used to assist either side in a jury trial.

Felony: A term used to distinguish severe crimes that carry a penalty of six months or more in prison.

Grand jury: A jury comprising 12-23 people who are brought together and presented the evidence of a case in order 
to determine if there is sufficient cause to try the case. This process is an alternative to the filing of information by the 
district attorney followed by a preliminary hearing.

Guilty plea: A plea negotiation in which a defendant pleads guilty in an open court and admits to the crime for which 
he or she is charged.

Habitual offender: A person who has pleaded guilty or has been found guilty of two or more felonies committed at 
different times.

Hung jury: A jury whose members cannot unanimously agree whether the accused is guilty or not guilty.

Indictment: A formal written accusation filed in court by a grand jury after an investigation that alleges a specific 
person has committed a specific crime.

Jury: A group of citizens selected by the prosecutor and the defense attorney. The jury is sworn to determine certain 
facts by listening to the evidence presented in a trial in order to decide whether the accused is guilty or not guilty.

Misdemeanor: A term used to distinguish less severe offenses that carry any type of penalty up to two years in jail, 
usually in a county facility.

Mistrial: When a trial, for some specific reason, is not completed, and the jury is unable to provide either a guilty or 
not guilty verdict.

Motion in limine: A motion made outside the hearing of the jury, which asks the court not to allow certain 
information that is irrelevant, prejudicial or inadmissible during the trial process.

Neglect: See Abuse.

Not guilty: When a judge or jury decides the evidence presented during a criminal trial is insufficient to meet the 
burden of proof - guilty beyond a reasonable doubt.

No true bill: A document issued by a grand jury when it has decided there is insufficient evidence to try a case.

Parole: When a person is given an early release from a county jail or prison and placed under the supervision of a 
parole officer for as long as the conditions of the release are obeyed.
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Parole board: A board that reviews requests from incarcerated inmates, conducts mandatory review hearings and 
determines release dates.

Plea agreement: An agreement reached as a result of plea negotiation between the prosecutor and the offender’s 
attorney.

Preliminary hearing: A hearing in a felony case that is held before a judge instead of a grand jury. The judge 
determines whether there is enough evidence to support charges against the accused person.

Presentence Investigation: A court-ordered investigation by a probation/parole officer that contains a defendant’s 
criminal and social background. Often the victim’s input is considered in this report.

Pre-trial motion: Any motion made by the parties involved in a trial in which they request some type of action of the 
court before a trial commences.

Probable cause: A level of burden of proof necessary to support criminal charges at the preliminary hearing or grand 
jury stage of prosecution. Probable cause must be presented by the prosecution showing that a crime was committed 
and the defendant committed it.

Probation: When a person convicted of a crime is placed under the supervision of a probation officer instead of being 
imprisoned, as long as the conditions of the probation are obeyed.

Public defender: An attorney employed by a government agency to represent defendants who are unable to hire 
private counsel.

Rebuttal: When the prosecution argues against the claims of the defense after both the prosecution and defense have 
rested (closed their portions of the case).

Release date: The earliest possible time an inmate can be released from prison after serving the minimum amount of 
sentence by law.

Stipulation: When opposing attorneys agree on certain facts pertaining to a case so that it will not be necessary to re-
establish them in court.

Subpoena: A written order requiring a person to appear in court to give testimony or evidence. Failure to appear is a 
punishable offense.

Summons: Written order by a judicial officer requiring a person to appear in a designated court at a specific time and 
place in order to serve as a witness in a case or bring material to the court.

Suspect: The person who is believed by criminal justice officials to be the one who committed a specific crime, but 
who has not been arrested or formally charged.
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Suspended sentence: When a person is charged, convicted and sentenced, but the sentence does not have to be 
served if the defendant successfully completes probation.

Testimony: Statements made in court by witnesses under oath.

Trial to the court: A case in which there is not jury. A judge hears the evidence and makes a judgment.

True bill: An indictment a grand jury issues when it has decided there is sufficient evidence to try a case.

Victim’s Bill of Rights: Legislation that allows specific rights and services to crime victims, such as a right to be 
informed about their case, to be provided information on services and compensation, to appear at sentencing and 
parole hearings, to have property promptly returned, to have prompt case disposition, etc.

Voir dire: The process in which attorneys are allowed to interview potential jurors in order to determine that the 
jurors chosen for trial will be fair and impartial.

Waive: When one voluntarily gives up a right or privilege.

Adapted March 2005 for Colorado from the State Child Fatality Review Team Committee, Child Death Investigation 
Protocols for Law Enforcement, Justices of the Peace, Medical Examiners, and The Texas Department of Protective and 
Regulatory Services. Texas Department of Protective and Regulatory Services, Texas Department of Health, Children’s Trust 
Fund of Texas Council, May, 1996.

Section 6-22




