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Abstract

Statistical thermodynamics simulations in recent years have considerably altered the view of biological and model
membranes. Fluctuations in concentration and state, as well as in area and volume, have led to the prediction of a domain
structure and anomalies in the elastic constants. New experiments support the predictions made from these models. Domains
have been found and elasticities have been measured, both in model and in biological systems. The concept of hydrophobic
matching, underlying the simulations, has experimentally been shown to be relevant for the function of membrane proteins.
The growing interaction of theoreticians with biologists will soon lead to a wide acceptance of the importance of these
theoretical concepts. © 2000 Elsevier Science Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Monte Carlo (MC) simulations are a numerical
thermodynamics technique designed to explore the
thermodynamic equilibrium in complex systems when
no analytical solution is available. In contrast to
molecular dynamics (MD) simulations, they can be
performed independent of time scales. This is espe-
cially important in the field of lipid membranes, be-
cause the relaxation times and correlation lengths of
the lateral distribution of particles may be beyond the
reach of MD simulations.

Important phenomena in membranes are of meso-
and macroscopic nature [1°,2], meaning that they are
on length scales which are large compared to single
molecules. Furthermore, most biological lipids melt in
a temperature range which is, in a broader sense,
close to physiological temperatures (—20-60°C), usu-
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ally affected by inclusions such as cholesterol [3°*]
and proteins [4°,5,6*%,7*]. Close to transition events,
fluctuations are high, influencing properties such as
heat capacity, compressibility and elasticity [8**]. It
has been theoretically predicted that, for membrane
components of different nature and interface, non-
ideal mixing behavior has to be expected, leading to
phenomena such as domain formation, resulting in
the clustering of lipids and proteins or lipid sorting
close to protein interfaces [4°,9,10*®]. It has also
been proposed that domain formation and local pro-
tein clustering may affect diffusion pathways and re-
action cascades in biological membranes [1°,11°].
Until recently, the theoretical analysis suffered from
the lack of satisfying experiments that allowed us to
relate the predictions (domain formation, area and
curvature fluctuations) to experiments of biological
and model membranes. Now that important experi-
ments have been performed, the results from statisti-
cal thermodynamics simulations are likely to receive
the attention that they deserve. It is highly probable
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that important propertics of biological membranes
are related to many-particle correlations, which are
impossible to be understood on the single-molecule
level.

2. Theoretical approaches

Most MC-simulations involving chain melting tran-
sitions focus on coarse-grained models simplifying
lipids by either representative sub-ensembles such as
the 10-state Pink model [1°,4%,12] or two-state Ising
models [13*,14**]. Although mostly lattice models are
employed, the recent utilization of off-lattice Ising
models seems promising, since they are capable of
describing distortions in crystalline order at low tem-
peratures as they are introduced by cholesterol [3**].
These models are especially successful in analyzing
critical phenomena and heat capacities in single-lipid
membranes or lipid mixtures, as well as mixtures of
lipids with proteins. The membrane Hamiltonian
function is calculated by the summation of the ener-
gies of all lipids in their respective states (like gel and
fluid states in Ising models) and their nearest neigh-
bor interactions, which are the cause of co-operativ-
ity. The physical origin of the nearest neighbor inter-
actions is partially due to the so-called hydrophobic
mismatch [15°®], which is related to the interaction of
hydrophobic residues with the aqueous solvent when
the neighboring molecules differ in length. A further
contribution to nearest neighbor interactions may
consist of head group interactions, for example, by the
formation of hydrogen bonding patterns as in phos-
phatidyl ethanolamine membranes [16]. Some authors
use models reducing lipids to chains of beads which
may fluctuate in a defined force field [17-19]. These
models predicted attraction between hard core pro-
teins due to lipid chain ordering effects not directly
related to hydrophobic matching.

Molecular dynamics (MD) simulations are presently
restricted to the nanosecond time regime, whereas
relaxation phenomena in lipid bilayers may be in the
range from milliseconds to minutes close to transi-
tions. Therefore, MD-simulations are not capable of
describing correlated processes in membranes. For
macroscopic phenomena, statistical thermodynamics
means have to be employed. To shorten equilibration
times, some authors have combined Monte-Carlo and
MD simulations [20,21] or used plain Monte-Carlo
approaches on the atomistic level [22,23]. Goetz and
Lipowsky simulated the membrane using idealized
lipids made from Lennard—Jones beads [24] with MC
and MD simulations, and constructed stress profiles
across the membrane. Such profiles were also studied
with mean field approaches by Cantor [25,26], who
proposed that pressure gradients may have the poten-

tial to affect protein conformations [27°]. Gompper
and Kroll constructed membranes from tethered net-
works of beads [28°,29] to investigate long-range bi-
layer arrangements such as sponge phases, an ap-
proach which seems well suited to study structural
changes of vesicles.

Close to melting transitions (to critical points),
fluctuations may become so slow that even Monte-
Carlo procedures may become difficult if the system
under investigation gets trapped in local minima of
the free energy landscape which are separated by
barriers. One possibility to get around this problem is
the flattening of the free energy barrier between
coexisting states [30]. Another possibility which can be
used for simple systems, such as Ising-models of sin-
gle lipid melting or lipid-peptide mixtures, is the col-
lection of the distribution of states into histograms
which can be used to reconstruct probability distribu-
tion for many sets of parameters, including cases with
first order transitions [Ivanova and Heimburg, A his-
togram method to obtain heat capacities in lipid
monolayers, curved bilayers and membranes contain-
ing peptides (submitted 2000)].

3. Domain formation

As mentioned, one of the most important parame-
ters in the commonly used statistical thermodynamics
models of the Ising or Pink type are the nearest
neighbor interactions between molecules of unlike
state or chemical structure. One major contribution is
the hydrophobic mismatch. A different hydrophobic
length of two adjacent molecules was proposed to
lead to an unfavorable free energy contribution
stemming from solvent interactions at the interface
[15°%,31**]. The consequence of nearest neighbor in-
teraction in Monte-Carlo simulations is the formation
of domains. Although images of domains on monolay-
ers have been known for many years, similar results
for lipid bilayers have not been visualized until very
recently. The first image of domain formation in
vesicles is probably from confocal fluorescence mi-
croscopy [32**] (Fig. 1d). In this beautiful work, not
only were domains in a two-component lipid mixture
(DLPC/DPPC) investigated, but anomalous diffu-
sion, which was probably caused by the lateral inho-
mogeneities, was also demonstrated with a fluores-
cence correlation spectroscopy (FCS) method. Other
fluorescence results using two-photon fluorescence
microscopy were reported in a recent series of papers,
which equally demonstrated domains in simple lipid
mixtures [33*,34®] and in biological lipid extracts [35°].

The demonstration of domains in a single lipid
membrane was more demanding because diffusion
processes do not limit the time scales of fluctuations
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Fig. 1. Domain formation in experiments and in Monte-Carlo simulations. (a) AFM image of a supported monofilm of dimyristoyl
phosphatidylcholine (25 x 25 um? at the critical point (from [36*®] with permission). (b) AFM image of a supported monofilm of dipalmitoyl
phosphatidylcholine (DPPC) (20 X 20 um? at the critical point [36*®]). (c) Monte-Carlo simulation of a unilamellar dipalmitoyl phosphatidyl-
choline vesicle (approx. 50 X 50 nm?) at the phase transition temperature employing an Ising model. (d) Fluorescence microscopy image of a
dilauroyl phosphatidylcholine /dipalmitoyl phospatidylcholine (20:80 mol/mol) giant vesicle (32 X 32 wm?) in the phase separation regime

(from [32*®] with permission).

and the temperature range of large fluctuations is
very small. First atomic force microscopy (AFM)
images, obtained from immobilized monolayers of
single lipids close to a critical point [36°®,37°] (Fig. 1a
and b) and from mixtures in the phase separation
regime [37°] showed random, unstructured domains
on the nanometer to micrometer scale. For compar-
ison, Fig. 1c shows domain formation at the melting
point of unilamellar DPPC vesicles calculated with an
Ising model.

An important and unresolved question concerns
the equilibrium shape of the domains. Domains in
monolayers usually display a dendritic or spiral nature
indicating slow growth processes and chirality. Simu-
lations on membranes tend to yield domains with
random interfaces and no dendritic growth is observed
(Fig. 1¢). This is probably caused by the equilibrium
nature of these kinds of simulations and, possibly, the
neglecting of molecular chirality. The recent fluores-
cence microscopy images were inconsistent in this
respect. The domains observed by [32*®] resemble
those from calculations (Fig. 1c,d). The domains in
the supported monolayer system studied by Nielsen et
al. [36°®,37®] also showed unstructured domains,
whereas those seen by [33°,34%,35%] were of a rather

dendritic or snowflake nature. The shape of domains
seemed to be further influenced by the magnitude of
the hydrophobic mismatch [33°].

Domain formation influences diffusion properties
and leads to anomalous transport properties as re-
viewed by Saxton and Jacobsen [38°] and Cherry et al.
[39°]. Anomalous diffusion has been experimentally
demonstrated for lipids in simple lipid mixtures [32°*]
with fluorescence correlation spectroscopy (FCS). Sa-
lome et al. [40°] presented a reevaluation of fluores-
cence recovery after photobleaching (frap) experi-
ments using Monte-Carlo simulations. They con-
cluded that, in biological membranes, connected do-
mains of sub-micrometer size 0.25-0.74 pm exist,
both for proteins and lipids in human skin fibroblasts
and in mouse hepatoma cells. Similar domain sizes in
various cells were deduced from using single particle
tracking (SPT) methods [38*]. The simulation of dif-
fusion processes on the molecular level recently has
been attempted with Monte-Carlo simulations using
coarse-grained models [19].

An exciting new development is the detection of
rafts in biological membranes. These are domains
which are rich in cholesterol, sphingolipids, and pro-
teins which are likely to be functionally relevant. They
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have been identified in many biological systems
[11°%,41°%,42-44].

4. Lipid interactions with proteins

The hydrophobic matching condition provides the
parameters for Monte-Carlo simulations on integral
proteins (for earlier theoretical work on MC-analysis
of protein arrangements, see Gil et al. [4®]). There is
growing experimental evidence for the relevance of
the hydrophobic matching condition and its conse-
quences for protein arrangements and clustering
[15**]. The hydrophobic matching of integral proteins
may induce lipid-sorting around proteins, as has been
shown by fluorescence methods for Bacteriorhodopsin
[9]. Based on the lipid-sorting concept, Sabra et al.
theoretically showed for the same protein, that one
may expect proteins to aggregate into various quasi-
crystalline arrangements depending on concentration
and features of a binary lipid mixture [10**]. This
work may provide a better understanding of how
proteins crystallize within the membrane plane (see
also [4]). A series of papers by Sintes and Baumgértner
explored non-specific interactions of proteins in lipid
matrixes, simulated by a model for the lipid bilayer in
which lipids were represented by chains of beads,
which also predicted non-specific aggregation of
membrane-imbedded proteins of various shapes by
the effect of the proteins on the lipid fluctuations and
by close contact (lipid depletion) [17-19]. The binding
of peripheral proteins to lipid surfaces may also in-
duce domain formation and rearrangement of lipids
on a matrix. Based on binding studies and MC-calcu-
lations, the C2 binding motive of a class of proteins
such as synaptotagmin has been proposed to induce a
rearrangement of the lipid matrix [5], which is further
influenced by calcium.

The hydrophobic matching condition may directly
affect protein structure and function [15°®]. An inter-
esting paper by Dumas et al. demonstrates a
pronounced influence of chain length on the function
of melibiose permease [31**]. Fig. 2 shows that the
activity of this protein is optimal for a membrane
consisting of lipids with C-16 chains. This chain length
is close to the hydrophobic length calculated for this
protein. A further possible influence on protein func-
tion stems from the lateral pressure profile across the
membrane [24,26*], which is influenced by small
molecules such as anesthetics, alkanes and cholesterol
[25,26®]. The stress profile has been discussed to be
capable of influencing protein structure [27°].

In contrast to artificial membranes, the membrane
of a living cell is probably not in equilibrium. The
domain formation induced by proteins may be sig-
nificantly altered when proteins change their shape
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Fig. 2. Activity of melibiose permease in reconstituted lipid vesicles

as a function of the lipid chain length (from [31®®] with permission

from Biochemistry). Plotted are the transport of melibiose driven by

a transmembrane potential and the passive transport measured

with a counterflow technique.

upon activation. In a very appealing based on M-C
methods approach non-equilibrium it has been pro-
posed, that when the proteins are activated with a
constant drive, a steady state may form, in which the
lateral organization of domains is significantly changed
by the activity of inclusions [6°*,7°] and organised
domain patterns are induced.

5. Elastic constants and shape transitions in
membranes

Close to transitions, fluctuations, not only in en-
thalpy, but also in volume, are high. Volume and area
fluctuations are related to the elastic constants. In the
melting transition, the enthalpy and the volume have
an exact proportional relationship [8°®,45] (Ebel and
Heimburg, in preparation). From this it can be con-
cluded that the heat capacity is proportional to com-
pressibility. Assuming the same for the area, it has
been proposed that the increase of the curvature
elasticity in the melting transition regime is also pro-
portional to the heat capacity [8**]. This has been
supported by Dimova et al. [46°*] and Meleard et al.
[47¢], who found a temperature dependence of the
bending rigidity of giant unilamellar vesicles very simi-
lar to that predicted by Heimburg [8*®] for large
unilamellar vesicles (Fig. 3). This means that the Ising
model is sufficient to describe the coupling between
elastic properties and the heat capacity.

The shape transitions of vesicles are dominated by
the elastic constants of the bilayers [28%,29]. Since
bending rigidity is largely reduced close to the melting
transition, the likelihood of structural transitions is
increased. Several experimentally observed pheno-
mena have been attributed to this effect. For anionic
lipid dispersions, it has been reported that structural
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Fig. 3. The bending modulus of dimyristoyl giant vesicles adapted
from [46®®] (circles), and [47®] (squares). The solid line indicates
the predictions for dipalmitoyl phosphatidylcholine large unilamel-
lar vesicles from the heat capacity profile [8®®]. Data are plotted
vs. the reduced temperature.

transitions occur from a vesicular state to a continu-
ous bilayer network of different mean curvature [48°°]
and back to vesicles (Fig. 4a). This has been explained
by the coupling of the heat capacity with membrane

elasticity, further promoted by favorable solvent inter-
actions of the long range structure (Fig. 4b), based on
Monte-Carlo simulations of the melting profiles of
membranes with different mean curvature [48°°]
(Ivanova and Heimburg, submitted). Since this transi-
tion involves the spontancous and reversible fusion of
vesicles, it has been suggested that this kind of pheno-
mena may be significant for the fusion of synaptic
vesicles in exocytosis (for a review see [49°]).

In membranes constrained by hard or soft walls,
surface modes or undulations are hindered [50,51]. A
related phenomenon, which had been unresolved for
decades, is the lipid pre-transition. By employing
one-dimensional Monte-Carlo simulations it has been
linked to the melting process, explaining the ripple
phase as a periodic pattern of gel and fluid domains
[14°°] (Fig. 4c), caused by undulations of membranes
in geometrically constrained membranes. Due to the
coupling of structure with the heat capacity, structural
changes become evident in a slitting of the melting
profile into several cp-maxima, resulting in a three-
peak profile for the anionic lipid network formation
(Fig. 4a,b) and a two-peak profile for the ripple phase
formation (pre- and main transition) (Fig. 4c). This
seems also to be the case for the sub-main transition:
a very low enthalpy transition close to the main trans-
ition of long-chain phosphatidylcholines which has
been attributed to local curvature differences [52].
Strong fluctuations in shape close to transitions have
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Fig. 4. Structural transitions in lipid vesicles close to the melting temperature. (a) Reversible fusion of vesicles to extended membrane
networks of dimyristoyl phosphatidylglycerol at low ionic strength (from [48®®] with permission). Plotted are viscosities (center) and the heat
capacity profiles (bottom). (b) Theoretical rationalization of the splitting of the heat capacity profiles from Monte-Carlo simulations. Assumed
are two different vesicular states with a different dependence of the free energy on temperature. The outer heat capacity maxima correspond
to the intersection of the free energy profiles (from [48*®]). (¢c) Monte-Carlo simulations of the ripple phase formation, showing calculated
heat capacity profiles (top) and Monte-Carlo snapshots below the pre-transition, in the ripple phase regime and above the main transition

(bottom) (from [14®®] with permission).
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also been observed with two-photon fluorescence mi-
croscopy [53°*]. The heat capacity profile of extruded
unilamellar vesicles of DMPC splits into two maxima
[8°*], accompanied by an increase in viscosity (unpub-
lished results from our lab). This is further evidence
for an increased likelihood of structural changes close
to the melting transition. As a summary, local curva-
ture influences heat capacity profiles. In this respect,
it should be mentioned that lipids with a large head-
group, for example when coated with polyethylenegly-
col [54,55] and surface adsorbed proteins [56], exert a
lateral pressure on surfaces and may also influence
local curvature and heat capacity profiles.

6. Conclusions

The field of membrane simulation has highly prof-
ited from recent progress in experiments, supporting
the major predictions of the models. Domains have
been found in model systems and in biological mem-
branes. The coupling of melting processes with the
elastic constants provides these studies with a new
dimension. Different hydrophobic lengths have been
shown to affect protein function. This will most de-
finitely lead to a new understanding of the role of
biological membranes. Recently several studies have
started to focus on measuring diffusion processes with
the aim of understanding signaling cascades. It seems
likely that Monte-Carlo simulations, taking into ac-
count the thermodynamic parameters of the systems,
will accompany these experiments. The application of
these concepts on non-equilibrium systems seems
promising. Further work will be necessary to prove
the relevance of these concepts for biological func-
tion. This includes studies on the effects of drugs,
protein binding and cations (calcium) on the pattern
formation in membranes.

References and recommended reading

e of special interest
ee Of outstanding interest

[1]1 Mouritsen OG. Self-assembly and organization of lipid—pro-

e tein membranes. Curr Opin Colloid Interface Sci 1998;3:
78-87.

Comprehensive review of work prior to 1998, including a discussion
of membrane structure, lipid—protein interactions and protein—pro-
tein-attraction.

[2] Jgrgensen K, Mouritsen OG. Investigation of lipid membrane
macro- and micro-structure using calorimetry and computer
simulation. Thermochim Acta 1999;328:81-89.

[3] Nielsen M, Miao L, Ipsen JH, Zuckermann MJ, Mouritsen

ee OG. Off-lattice model for the phase behavior of
lipid—cholesterol bilayers. Phys Rev E 1999;59:5790—5803.

Very interesting paper about an off-lattice Ising model. This model
leaves an additional degree of freedom to the movement of lipids
such that they are not constrained to lattices. The aim of this study

is to describe ordered and unordered lattice arrangements together

with chain melting and the role of the disruption of lateral lipid

order. The phase diagram of DPPC-Cholesterol is calculated.

[4] Gil T, Ipsen JH, Mouritsen OG, Sabra MC, Sperotto MM,

e Zuckermann MJ. Theoretical analysis of protein organization
in lipid membranes. Biochim Biophys Acta 1998;1376:
245-266.

Review on lipid—-protein interactions including a discussion of

two-dimensional protein crystallization as well as a brief summary

of the effect of active proteins in membranes (c.f. [6*®,7°].

[5] Hinderliter AK, Almeida PF, Biltonen RL, Creutz CE. Mem-
brane domain formation by calcium-dependent, lipid-binding
proteins: insights from the c2 motif. Biochim Biophys Acta
1998;1448:227-235.

[6] Sabra MC, Mouritsen OG. Steady-state compartmentaliza-

ee tion of lipid membranes by active proteins. Biophys J
1998;74:745-752.

[71 Sabra MC, Gilhoj H, Mouritsen OG. Steady-state organiza-

e tion of binary mixtures by active impurities. Phys Rev E
1998;58:3547-3551.

This paper and the previous citation focus on the role of membrane
and membrane proteins that may change their shape upon activa-
tion. Using Monte-Carlo simulations it is the shown that a constant
activation of a protein in the membrane leads to a steady state
compartmentation with domains much smaller than their equilib-
rium size.

[8] Heimburg T. Mechanical aspects of membrane thermody-

ee namics. Estimation of the mechanical properties of lipid
membranes close to the chain melting transition from
calorimetry. Biochim Biophys Acta 1998;1415:147-162.

The finding that during lipid transitions enthalpy and volume

change in a proportional manner is shown to result in a strict

proportional relation of heat capacity with compressibility. It is
discussed how this can affect the sound velocities in lipid disper-
sions and the bending modulus of membranes (c.f. [46®®,47°]).

[9] Dumas F, Lebrun MC, Peyron P, Lopez A, Tocanne JF. The
transmembrane protein Bacteriorhodopsin affects the polarity
of the hydrophobic core of the host lipid bilayer. Biochim
Biophys Acta 1999;1421:295-305.

[10] Sabra MC, Uitdehaag JCM, Watts A. General model for

oo lipid-mediated two-dimensional array formation of mem-
brane proteins: application to Bacteriorhodopsin. Biophys J
1998;75:1180-1188.

Very nice work on proteins imbedded in a binary mixture of lipids,

only one of which has a preferential interaction with the protein. It

is shown how this can lead to quasi-crystalline arrangements of
proteins.

[11] Simons K, Tkonen E. Sphingolipid—cholesterol rafts in mem-

ee Dbrane trafficking and signaling. Nature 1997;387:569-572.

Important paper on the role of sphingolipid- and cholesterol-rich

domains (rafts) in biological membranes (c.f. [41%®,44]).

[12] Mouritsen OG, Jgrgensen K. A new look at lipid—membrane
structure in relation to drug research. Pharmacol Res
1998;15:1507-1519.

[13] Sugar IP, Thompson TE, Biltonen RL. Monte Carlo simula-

e tion of two-component bilayers: DMPC/DSPC mixtures. Bio-
phys J 1999;76:2099-2110.

In this publication the phase behavior of a binary lipid mixture is

fitted using a simple Ising model. Although phase diagrams of this

type have been published previously, it is very useful that the
simulation parameters are provided for further applications.

[14] Heimburg T. A model for the lipid pretransition: coupling of

ee ripple formation with the chain-melting transition. Biophys J
2000;78:1154-1165.

Theoretical explanation of the ripple phase formation in lipid

vesicles by a coupling of local curvature with chain melting. The

ripple phase is predicted to consist of periodic arrangements of gel



230 T. Heimburg / Current Opinion in Colloid & Interface Science 5 (2000) 224-231

and fluid domains. This work is closely related to [48®®]. The heat

capacity profile including pre- and main transition has been calcu-

lated.

[15] Dumas F, Lebrun MC, Tocanne JF. Is the protein/lipid

ee hydrophobic matching principle relevant to membrane orga-
nization and functions? FEBS Lett 1999;458:271-277.

Short comprehensive review about the experimental evidence for

the relevance of the hydrophobic matching concept in biological

systems.

[16] Pink DA, McNeil S, Quinn B, Zuckermann MJ. A model of
hydrogen bond formation in phosphatidylethanolamine bilay-
ers. Biochim Biophys Acta 1998;1368:289-305.

[17] Sintes T, Baumgaertner A. Protein attraction in membranes
induced by lipid fluctuations. Biophys J 1997;73:2251-2259.

[18] Sintes T, Baumgaertner A. Interaction of wedge-shaped pro-
teins in flat bilayer membranes. J Phys Chem B 1998;
102:7050-7057.

[19] Sintes T, Baumgaertner A, Levine YK. Translational diffu-
sion of flexible lipid chains in a langmuir monolayer: a
dynamic Monte Carlo study. Phys Rev E 1999;60:814—820.

[20] Chiu SW, Jacobsson E, Subramaniam S, Scott HL. Combined
Monte Carlo and molecular dynamics simulation of fully
hydrated dioleoyl and palmitoyl-oleoyl phosphatidylcholine
lipid bilayers. Biophys J 1999;77:2462-2469.

[21] Chiu SW, Clark MM, Jacobsson E, Subramaniam S, Scott
HL. Application of combined Monte Carlo and molecular
dynamics to simulation of dipalmitoyl-phosphatidylcholine
lipid bilayer. J Comput Chem 1999;20:1153-1164.

[22] Stadler C, Lange H, Schmid F. Short grafted chains: Monte
Carlo simulations of a model for monolayers of amphiphiles.
Phys Rev E 1999;59:4248-4257.

[23] Jedlovszky P, Mezei M. Grand canonical ensemble monte
carlo simulation of a lipid bilayer using extension biased
rotations. J Chem Phys 1999;111:10770-10773.

[24] Goetz R, Lipowsky R. Computer simulations of bilayer mem-
branes-self-assembly and interfacial tension. J Chem Phys
1998;108:7397-7409.

[25] Cantor RS. The lateral pressure profile in membranes: a
physical mechanism of general anesthesia. Tox Lett
1998;101:451-458.

[26] Cantor RS. Lipid composition and the lateral pressure profile

e in bilayers. Biophys J 1999;76:2625-2639.

Discusses the lateral pressure profile in membranes of various

single lipids or binary mixtures and how it is influenced by choles-

terol or alkanes on the basis of a statistical thermodynamics model.

[27]1 Cantor RS. The influence of membrane lateral pressures on

e simple geometric models of protein conformational equilib-
ria. Chem Phys Lipids 1999;101:45-56.

Discusses the concept of the lateral stress profile across the mem-

brane (c.f. [24,26®]) in respect to the induction of conformational

changes of proteins.

[28] Gompper G, Kroll DM. Membranes with fluctuating topology

e — Monte Carlo simulations. Phys Rev Lett 1998;81:
2284-2287.

Interesting simulation of membranes using triangulated surfaces. It

is shown how the formation of bicontinuous bilayer networks

(sponge phases) depend on the elastic constants..

[29] Gompper G, Kroll DM. Statistical mechanics of membranes:
freezing, undulations, and topology fluctuations. J Phys: Con-
dens Mater 2000;12:A29-A37.

[30] Besold G, Risbo K, Mouritsen OG:. Efficient Monte Carlo
sampling by direct flattening of free energy barriers. Comp
Math Sci 1999;15:311-340.

[31] Dumas F, Tocanne JF, Leblanc G, Lebrun MC. Conse-

ee quences of hydrophobic mismatch between lipids and meli-
biose permease on melibiose transport. Biochemistry
2000;39:4846-4854.

In this work the activity of a membrane transport protein was
carefully studied in respect to the chain length of the lipid matrix.
It was shown that maximum activity is achieved when the hy-
drophobic length of this protein is close to the hydrophobic length
of the lipid chains. This paper adds to our knowledge of the
relevance of the hydrophobic matching {(c.f. [15®®], Fig. 2).
[32] Korlach J, Schwille P, Webb WW, Feigenson GW. Character-
ee ization of lipid bilayer phases by confocal microscopy and
fluorescence correlation spectroscopy. Proc Natl Acad Sci
USA 1999;96:8461-8466.
Beautiful publication on domain formation in bilayers of binary
mixtures. Contains probably the first images of domains in giant
vesicles taken by confocal fluorescence microscopy (Fig. 1d) and a
simultaneous measurement of diffusion properties by fluorescence
correlation spectroscopy.
[33] Bagatolli LA, Gratton E. Two photon fluorescence micros-
e  copy of coexisting lipid domains in giant unilamellar vesicles
of binary phospholipid mixtures. Biophys J 2000;78:290-305.
[34] Bagatolli LA, Gratton E. A correlation between lipid domain
e shape and binary phospholipid mixture composition in free
standing bilayers: a two-photon fluorescence microscopy
study. Biophys J 2000;79:434—-447.
[35] Bagatolli LA, Gratton E. Two-photon fluorescence micros-
ee copy studies of bipolar tetraether giant liposomes from ther-
moacidophilic archaebacteria Sulfolobus acidocaldarius. Bio-
phys J 2000;79:416—425.
This paper and the previous two citations focus on domain forma-
tion in giant vesicles of a binary lipid mixtures and biological lipid
extract demonstrating domains of mostly dendritic or snowflake
shape. Not the first papers on this topic [32*®] but with more detail
and many nice images.
[36] Nielsen LK, Bjornholm T, Mouritsen OG. Critical pheno-
ee mena — fluctuations caught in the act. Nature 2000;404:352.
This is a short important paper on critical fluctuations in a one-
component lipid system close to its critical point. Domains of
supported monofilms, which are on the micrometer scale, have
been measured with AFM and the structure factors have been
analyzed. These are the first images of domain formation at a
critical point.
[37] Nielsen LK, Vishnyakov A, Jgrgensen K, Bjornholm T, Mou-
e ritsen OG. Nanometre-scale structure of fluid lipid mem-
branes. J Phys: Condens Mater 2000;12:A309-A314.
Similar to the previous publication but with images that are rather
in the nanometer range, showing that domains form also on small
scales. AFM-images of lipid mixtures are also shown.
[38] Saxton MJ, Jacobson K. Single particle tracking: applications
e to membrane dynamics. Ann Rev Biophys Biomol Struct
1997;27:373-399.
Careful review on single particle tracking of molecules in mem-
branes. Contains a discussion of different kinds of diffusion
processes, and an estimation of domain (or coral) sizes.
[39] Cherry RJ, Smith PR, Morisson IEG, Fernandez N. Mobility
e of cell surface receptors: a re-evaluation. FEBS Lett 1998;
430:88-91.
Short review on protein diffusion in biological membranes.
[40] Salome L, Cazeils JL, Lopez A, Tocanne JF. Characterization
o of membrane domains by frap experiments at variable obser-
vation areas. Eur Biophys J 1998;27:391-402.
The aim of this paper is to re-evaluate the results from the FRAP
technique and to deduce domain sizes. Membranes supported by
beads of given size serve as a model system. FRAP data of biologi-
cal membranes have been analyzed to deduce domain sizes (c.f.
[38®,39®)).
[41] Rietveld A, Simons K. The differential miscibility of lipids as
ee the basis for the formation of functional membrane rafts.
Biochim Biophys Acta 1998;1376:467-479.



T. Heimburg / Current Opinion in Colloid & Interface Science 5 (2000) 224-231 231

Very readable review on the role of domain formation in biological
membranes, discussing domain size and percolation as well as their
role in signaling processes.

[42] Harder T, Scheiffele P, Verkade P, Simons K. Lipid domain
structure of the plasma membrane revealed by patching of
membrane components. J Cell Biol 1998;141:929-942.

[43] Brown DA, London E. Functions of lipid rafts in biological
membranes. Ann Rev Cell Dev Chem 1998;14:111-136.

[44] Bagnat M, Kerinen S, Shevchenko A, Shevchenko A, Simons
K. Lipid rafts function in biosynthetic delivery of proteins to
the cell surface in yeast. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 2000,
97:3254-3259.

[45] Ebel HF. Kalorische und strukturelle Umwandlungen von
Lipidmembranen: Kopplung von Wirmekapazitit und
Volumenexpansionskoeffizienten. Master’s thesis. University
of Gottingen, 1999.

[46] Dimova R, Pouligny B, Dietrich C. Pretransitional effects in

ee dimyristoyl phosphatidylcholine vesicle membranes: optical
dynamometry study. Biophys J 2000;79:340-356.

Very elegant study on measuring elastic constants and viscosities of

large unilamellar vesicles in the gel state with optical tweezers. One

of the important findings is the pronounced decrease of the bend-
ing rigidity close to the chain melting transition (c.f. [§®®,47®], Fig.

3).

[47] Meleard P, Gerbeaud C, Pott TT et al. Bending elasticities of

e  model membranes. Influences of temperature and sterol con-
tent. Biophys J 1997;72:2616-2629.

This flickering analysis study focuses on the bending elasticity of

model membranes in the fluid phase. The results complement the

findings by [46°®].

[48] Schneider MF, Marsh D, Jahn W, Kloesgen B, Heimburg T.

ee Network formation of lipid membranes: triggering structural

transitions by chain melting. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA
1999;96:14312-14317.

Experimental and theoretical description of reversible and sponta-

neous fusion of lipid vesicles into long range bilayer networks

triggered by chain melting. Monte Carlo simulations of curved

membranes where used to simulate the complex chain of calorimet-

ric events. The main point of this study is the coupling of chain
melting to changes in vesicular geometry (c.f. [14®®]).

[49] Jahn R, Siidhof TC. Membrane fusion and exocytosis. Ann

° Rev Biochem 1999;68:863—-911.

Extensive review on what is known on fusion processes in biological

membranes, including a discussion of the role of the lipid mem-

brane and of fusion peptides.

[50] Gouliaev N, Nagle JF. Simulations of a single membrane
between two hard walls using a Monte Carlo method. Phys
Rev E 1998;58:881-888.

[51] Gouliaev N, Nagle JF. Simulations of interacting membranes
in the soft confinement regime. Phys Rev Lett 1998;81:
2610-2613.

[52] Trandum C, Westh P, Jgrgensen K. Slow relaxation of the
sub-main transition in multilamellar phosphatidylcholine
vesicles. Biochim Biophys Acta 1999;1421:207-212.

[53] Bagatolli LA, Gratton E. Two-photon fluorescence micros-

e copy observation of shape changes at the phase transition in
phospholipid giant unilamellar vesicles. Biophys J
1999;77:2090-2101.

With two-photon fluorescence microscopy it has been shown that

vesicles undergo large fluctuations in shape close to the chain

melting transition, supporting the finding that the bending rigidity
is low close to the transition (c.f. [8®®,46%®,47°]).

[54] Rex S, Zuckermann MJ, Lafleur M, Silvius JR. Experimental
and Monte-Carlo simulation studies of the thermodynamics
of polyethyleneglycol chains grafted to lipid bilayers. Biophys
J 1998;75:2900-2914.

[55] Breidenich M, Netz RR, Lipowsky R. The shape of polymer-
decorated membranes. Europhys Lett 2000;49:431-437.

[56] Heimburg T, Angerstein B, Marsh D. Binding of peripheral
proteins to mixed lipid membranes: effect of lipid demixing
upon binding. Biophys J 1999;76:2575-2586.



