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          The primary intent of this thesis is to define villainy and to show the relationship between the tragic and romantic villains. An attempt was made to study the tragic and comic villains separately; then, they were united in one chapter to point out the relationship between the two. It was found that both the comic and tragic villains are shrewd, deceitful, ambitious, selfish, and disruptive. The trait which most classified them as villains, according to Elizabethan attitudes, was their disruptiveness. The treatment of the comic and tragic villains is different. Comic villains are never killed in the end, whereas tragic villains are usually killed. Defense can be found both for the comic and tragic villains. Generally, the romantic villains are played against good men, subplots, fools, and comic butts. Most important, it was found that man is still fascinated by villains; perhaps it is because of the villain's craftiness, wit, flexibility, or resourceful�ness - traits which have a high value as survival skills even if they may be applied to the most immoral of purposes. The villains play many roles to obtain his goals, but still he loses in the end, proving that good dominates over evil.
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