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          Often times the full value of a political philosopher's contribu-tion to political thought is not recognized during the individual's lifetime. This is due to the fact that philosophical thought, especially in the case of a Black thinker seeks to change or replace the established order, consequently the substance of what the individual has to say is distorted by the dominant community of state because it is their positions that are jeopardized by the espousal of such philosophies. Political philosophy from the Black perspective necessarily deals with the questions of revolution, the nature of white men, and western civilization. It also attempts to accurately assess the value or lack of value of the basic ideologies of the struggle. To the extent that an individual is able to conceptualize viable alternatives to an oppressive state and demonstrate an understanding of the dynamics of the relationship of the state to its citizens he is able to make a contribution not only to the struggle against oppression but to political philosophy as well.
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